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on  the  banks,  Auditor  General's  62 
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and  Lehigh  canal  68 
Lehigh  coal  and  navigation  company  72 
acting  managers  73 
engineers  75 
Philadelphia  Athenaeum  91 
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and  constitution  of  society  for  encoura- 
ging domestics  328 
first  annual,  of  House  of  Refuge  331 
musical  fund  society  347 
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Spirits  distilled,  quantity  inspected  304 
Spring  Garden,  oppose  memorial  of  councils  on 

streets  near  Fair  Mount  16 

Steam  power  introduced  at  public  vvorks,rittsburg  64 

boats,  number  built  at  Pittsburg  in  1  year  176 

used  in  spinning  flax  144 
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county,  successful  hunting  In  witli 

one  pound  of  powder  336 

wild  pigeons  in  335 

T 

Table  of  justices  of  the  peace  15 
meteorological  25,  192,  206,236,238,300,269,377 
of  capital  of  Philad.  b.mks  and  insurance  co.  28 
grain  measured  in  Philadelphia  32 
commerce  ib. 
expenses  on  Indian  affairs  from  1733  to  1751  33 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 
Gentlemen  who  are  disposed  to  patronise  tliis  work, 
tan  be  furnished  with  the  two  precedhig'  volumes,  either 
in  numbers  or  bound,  adding  the  price  of  binding-.  Those 
V/ho  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  work, 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon  subscribing-,  will  be 
furnished  with  a  volume  forafev/days,  for  the  purpose, 
upon  application  to  the  editor,  personally  or  by  notCi, 
addressed  to  him  through  the  post  office;  • 

DIFFICULTIES  OF  TRADE  &  CURRENCY. 
In  the  year  1722,  it  appears  from  the  votes  of  assem- 
bly, the  province  experienced  great  embarrassments 
from  the  decay  of  trade  and  depreciation  of  currency. 
On  the  2d  of  January  1722-3,  a  petition  was  presented 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, setting  forth,  "That  they  are  sensibly  aggriev- 
ed in  their  estates  and  dealings  to  the  great  loss  and 
growing  ruin  of  themselves  and  the  evident  decay  of 
this  province  in  general,  for  want  of  a  medium  to  buy 
and  sell  with,  and  praying  for  a  paper  currency;"  and  on 
the  same  day  a  petition  from  aportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Chester  county  was  also  presented,  praying  "that  the 
current  money  be  raised,  and  not  to  make  a  paper  cur- 
rency—that the  produce  of  the  province  be  made  a  cur- 
rency, and  the  exportation  of  m  oney  prohibited." — A- 
nother  portion  from  the  same  county,  as  well  as  of  Bucks, 
united  in  favor  of  a  paper  currency.  On  the  petition 
from  Philadelphia,  the  committee  of  grievances  report- 
fed  "that  it  contains  matters  of  fuct  and  what  they  believe 
to  be  true  and  worthy  of  weighty  consideratlon.and  refer 
it  to  the  house."  On  the  petition  from  Chester,  they^  "re- 
fer to  the  house,  whether  the  raising  the  cash  or  striking 
paper  money  will  be  most  to  the  advantage  of  this  pro- 
vince'  but  humbly  presume  if  dollars  were  raided  to. 
Jive  shillings  a  piece,  it  might  be  of  benefit;"  they  think 
it  would  be  impracticable  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
sDecie;"  but  are  of  opinion,' if  a  lavir  was  made  tomake 
the  country  produce,  .at  market  price,  pay  for  servants, 
goods  imported,  and  to  discharge  judgments  and  execu- 
tions, it  would  be  of  public  service."  On  the  8th  of  Ja= 
nuary,  1722-3,  the  subject  was  discussed  at  length  and 
tlie  question  "whether  it  was  necessai-y  thata  quantity  of 
paper  money,  founded  on  a  good  scheme,- be  struck  -or 
imprinted"  decided  in  the  affirmative.  It  was  also  de- 
termined that  'Lion  or  Dog  dollars  weighing  sixteen  pen- 
nyweights or  upwards,  shall  pass  for  five  shillings.'  This 
appears  to  be  the  first  scheme  for  the  introduction  of  a. 
paper  currency  into  the  province.  On  the  9lh  of  the 
same  month,  a  petition  was  read  from  several  gentlemen 
and  merchants,  "entreating  an  opportunity  of  offering 
Vol.  hi.  1 


their  sentiments  of  the  danger  of  ill  concerted  schemes 
in  so  nice  and  important  a  case  as  the  regulation  or  insti- 
tution of  a  provincial  currency  is";  the  next  day  was 
assigned  for  hearing  them,  and  accordingly,  Isaac 
Norris  and  James  Logan,  two  of  the  petitioners,  deliver- 
ed their  sentiments  in  writing,  as  follows: 

"To  ilie  Honourable  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  prch- 
vince  of  Fennnylvania. 
"Being  admitted,  upon  our  address  to  the  house,  pre- 
sented yesterday,  to  exhibit  any  further  sentiments,  in  re- 
lation to  a.paper  credit,  now  vigorously  pressed  to  be  es- 
tablished by  law;  we  accordingly  offer  the  following 
heads,  which  may  be  supported  by  solid  arguments^ 
when  the  House  thinks  fit  to  require  them. 

I'^irst,  That  as  this  province  derives  all  its  powers  fronii 
and  is  wholly  dependent  on  the  king-dom  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain,  it  will  be  the  highest  wisdom  In  our  Legislature^ 
upon  all  exigencies,  to  direct  themselves  by  the  same 
prudent  and  just  measures,  which  the  parliaments  of 
that  king'dom  have  always  pursued,  in  the  like  cases;  in 
whom  nothing  has  been  more  conspicuous  than  a  most 
strict  care,  that  no  subject  should  lose  by  the  coin,  or 
public  credit,  of  the  kingdom. 

Secondly,  That  as,  when  the  natioii  was  most  griev- 
ously distressed,  in  the  time  of  a  dangerous  and  expen- 
sive war,  by  a  g-eneral  debasing  of  then'  current  coinj 
the  paihament  would  hearken  to  no  proposal  (though 
many  were  made)  for  relieving  the  state,  by  raising  the 
nev/  minted  money  to  a  higher  value;  but,  under  the 
vastest  difficulties,  renewed  it,  at  the  same  weight  and 
fineness,  to  pass  at  the  former  rates;  which  they  have 
unalterably  kept  to.  And  further,  by  the  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  mude  good  to  private  persons 
all  the  loss  of  exchanging  their  clipped  and  debased 
coin,  for  the  new  milled  money,  which  was  delivered  out 
at  a  par  to  them:  so  the  like  justice  and  prudence  re- 
quires, that  no  further  alteration,  than  wliat  the  parlia- 
ment has  made  here,  should,  on  any  terms,  be  admitted, 
in  the  value  of  our  gold  and  silver,  but  that  it  still  con- 
tinue, as  it  now  passes. 

l^hirdly.  That,  as  the  parliament,  as  often  as  they 
found  it  necessary  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  called  exche- 
quer bills,  or  notes,  took  the  utmost  c;ire  to  keep  them 
equal  in  value  with  silver,  by  giving  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, when  they  fell  into  any  discount,  vast  sums  of  mo- 
nev,  to  receive  those  bills,  as  their  own,  and  to  exchange 
them  with  ready  c.ish,  on  the  demand  of  tlie  bearer:  so 
it  appears  absolutely  necessary,  that  if  bills  of  credit  be 
raised  here,  due  care  should  be  taken  (since  We  can 
have  no  such  banks  in  this  province,  as  are  in  Europe, 
whose  rules  are  to  pay  do.wn  ready  money  for  their  bills, 
upon  demand)  to  establish  them  on  so  just  a  founda- 
tion, that,  while  in  being,  they  may  still  continue  of  the 
same  value  with  real  money,  according  to  the  rates,  at 
which  they  are  at  first  issued. 

Fourthly,  That,  if  those  bills  be  issued  on  any  easier 
term's  to  the  receiver,  than  gold,  or  silver  would  be,  if 
it  were  to  be  paid,  or  lent,  out  of  the  treasury,  by  how 
much  easier  these  terms  are,  by  so  much,  at  least,  will 
the  bills  fall  in  value;  for  credit  has  its  own  laws,  as  un- 
alterable in  themselves,  as  those  of  motion  or  gravity 
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are,  in  nature,  and  which  such  as  are  versed  in  these  af- 
fairs in  Europe,  as  carefully  consider. 

Fifthly,  That  the  schemes  most  commonly  talked  of, 
for  lending  out  sums,  to  be  discharged  by  annual  pay- 
ments, equal  to,  or  not  much  exceeding  the  interest,  for 
a  certain  number  of  years,  without  paying  any  principal, 
are  partial  and  unjust,  and  would  be  destrdctive  to  pub- 
lic credit;  because  the  consideration  given  i&  not  an 
equivalent  to  the  sum  received. 

For  instance,  should  one  hundred  pounds  be  lent  out, 
to  be  discharged,  by  the  payment  only  of  eight  pounds 
annually,  for  sixteen  years;  were  such  an  annuity  to  be 
brought,  according  to  the  known  rules  for  puychasing  es- 
tates, it  would  here  be  worth  no  more  than  £70,  16s.  & 
3rf.  in  ready  money,  nor  is  an  annuity  for  nine  pounds 
ten  shillings  per  annum,  for  twelve  years,  worth  more 
than  seventy  one  pounds  twelve  shillings.    In  cither  of 
these  cases,  the  borrower,  could  he  discharge  debts  pf 
that  value  with  it,  though  he  were  to  pay  the  annuity  in 
gold  and  silver,  would  gain  near  thirty  pounds  by  the 
loan,  but  no  other  person  would  feel  the  least  advantage 
hy  it;  now,  if  no  man  would  let  out  his  own  ncioney  on 
these  terms,  none  ought  to  desire  it  so  of  the  public; 
the  credit  of  which  is  of  vastly  greater  importance,  than 
any  private  persons;  because  a  failure  in  that,  alFects 
the  fortune  of  every  individual,  in  his  money,  the-  me- 
dium of  his  commerce  and  dealing. 

Sixlhhf,  That  all  such  projects  are  either  exceeding 
weak  or  unjust;  for  the  paper  money  is  to  be  lent  either 
to  all,  who  shall  desire  it,  on  a  tender  of  the  security 
proposed,  or  to  some  only;  if  to  all  (as  it  is  natural  for 
all  men  to  desire  what  they  may  gain  by)  it  will  be  im- 
practicable to  strike  enbugh  to  answer  all  demands;  or, 
if  it  were  struck,  it  would,  because-of  its  quantity,  be- 
come of  little  or  no  value;  if  to  a  few  only,  what  tribu- 
nal can  be  erected,  to  judge  and  distinguish  who  of  the 
King's  subjects,  ai'e  to  be'  admitted  to  the  favour,  and 
who  to  be  rejected'*  If  the  poor  only  are  to  be  the  ob- 
jects, they  have  not  security  to  give,  or  if  they  had,  per- 
haps they  have  as  little  merit  as  any:  commonly  people 
become  wealth}'  by  sobriety  and  industry,  the  most  use- 
ful qualifications  in  a  commonwealth,  and  poor  by  luxu- 
ry, idleness  and  folly.  What  rules  then  can  be  found, 
for  dispensing  the  public  favours? 

Seventhly,  That  by  these  schemes,  the  more  the  cur- 
rency or  paper  money  falls  in  value  (by  which  word 
falling,  is  meant  tlie  rising  of  gold,  silver,  English  goods, 
and  all  Qther  commodities,  in  nominal  value,  which  is 
the  certain  proof  of  the  other's  falling)  the  greater  is 
the  borrower's  advantage;  for  the  more  easily  will  he 
pay  his  annuity;  so  th.at  he  may  happen,  by  virtue  of 
the  act,  to  discharge,  with  the  value  of  twenty  pounds, 
a  debt  of  one  hundred,  due  to  the  man,  who,  perhaps, 
kindly  lent  him  the  money,  to  relieve  him  in  distress,  or 
honestly  sold  him  his  land,  or  goods,  at  their  real  value, 
at  the  time  of  lending,  or  sale. 

Eighthly,  That  all  those  deceive  themselves,  who,- 
because  gold  and  silver  may  be  had  at  New  York,  or 
other  places,  in  exchange  for  their  paper  monry,  sup-- 
pose  that  the  one,  therefore,_is  as  good  as  the  other,  un- 
less the  silver  can  be  had  at  tight  shillings  per  ounce,  or 
the  gold  at  six  shillings  per  penny  weight,  at  Kew  York, 
as  they  were  rated  at  the  first  striking  of  tlieir  bills;  but 
when  their  silver  brings  from  nitie  to  tea  sliilliiigs  per 
oimce,  and  their  liglit  pistoles  pass  attvventy-elglit  sliill- 
ings,  or  higher,  then  bills  are  truly  so  much  fallen,  in 
value,  as  the  others  are  advanced.  So,  in  Carolina, 
silver  is  to  be  purchased  for  their  bills,  but  it  is  vA  tldrty 
shillings  per  ounce,  though  they  were -struck,  as  is  said, 
at  seven  shillings  on]y\ 

These  being  premised  as  general  heads,  what  next 
follows,  Is  to  point  out  what  are  conceived  to  be  the  only 
means  of  supporting  the  credit  of  such  a  (-iirrcncv,  if 
.  issued.  '■_ 

First,  That  the  whole  sum  struck  be  but  small,  ami 
just  sutHcient  to  pass  from  hand  to  hand,  for  a  currency 


Sccondtt/,  That  it  be  not  continued  for  any  longer 
lime;  for  the  paper  will  wear  out,  and  it  will  not  be  so 
easy  to  exchange  it  for  new,;  as  some  have  imagined 5- 
wliich,  it  is  p-iuch  to  be  doubted,  will  be  found  impracti- 
cable; besides,  the  sooner  it  Is  to  expire,  the  more  easdy 
will  people  be  satisfied  to  take  it.  But  further,  our 
laws  can  continue  in  force  no  longer  than  Jive  years, 
without  the  royal  approbation. 

Thirdly,  That  care  be  taken  to  foTce  the  smknig  of 
it  in  course,  and  in  a.just  manner,  by  measuresj  that 
shall  render  It  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  to  have- 
it  sunk;  which,  it  is  conceived,  none  of  the  methods 
hi'dierto  discoursed  of,  will  effect.  These  heads,  may 
it  please  the  House,  are  what  we  have,  at  present,  hum"- 
Wy  to  offer  to-your  consideration,  on  this  subject." 

Several  motions  were  then  made  and  negatived  as  to 
the  amount  to  be  struck,  and  £12,000  finally  agreed 
upon.  On'  the  11th  of  January  it  was  decided  to.- 
abatethe  interest  of  ;  money,  from  8  to  6  per  cent,  per 
annum,,  upon  all  future  bonds  and  contracts.  It.  was 
then  considered  in  what  way  the  £12,000  pounds  should  - 
be  issued.  A  proposal  to  lend  it,  out  of_  mi  office  to  he 
erected,  at  6  per  cent.  Interest,  was  negatived,  and  5 
per  cent,  interest'  agreed  to;  and  the  mon.ey  thus  raised 
was  to  pass  for  5  years,  it-being  "at  -the  choice  of  the 
borrower  to  pay  o-ff'the  principal  sooner,  or  any  part,  not 
less  than  one-fourth,' at  one  payment."  Tft'c  "security 
to  be  given  to  be  "  three  times  the  value  in  lands  and 
lots,  and  four  times  the  value  in  houses."  On  the  12th 
the  Governor,  Sir  WlUiam.  Keith,  dehvered  bis  senti- 
ments in  writing  on  the  subject  of  a  paper  currency,  as 
follows:  . 

"  Mr.  Spealcfir,  and  Gentlemen 

Of  the  .issemhlyi  , 
1  have,  at  your  j-equest,  very  carefully  coTisldered  the 
resolutions  of  the  House,  up&n  your  Journals,  relating  ta 
public  credit;  and  also,  some  things  which  1  there  find 
have  been  offered  to  you  UpoTi  the  same  subject. 

Credit  may,  no  doubf,-be  compared  to  the  ihathema- 
ticks,  in  so  far  as  both  sciences  will  admit  of  deducing 
solid  conclusions  from  self  evident  and  clear  principles; 
And  yet,  by  the  subtilty  of  an  artist,  truth  or  falshood  in 
either  of  them  is  often  so  darkly  wi-apptd  up  and  in- 
volved, that  it  is  lost  unto,  or  misappreliended  by  the 
plainest,  and  generally  speaking,  much  the  honestest 
part  of  mankind.  ,  . 

But  the  common  necessity  andg'eneral  interest  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  being  a  subject  of  irriportance, 
on  which  we  ought  to  speak  plainly,  and  act  freely,  I 
shall,  without  any  preamble,  or  disguise  whatsoever,, 
communicate  my  thoughts  to  you  in  the  simplest  and 
most  intelligible  manner  that  l  ean. 

First,  If  it  be  trite,  tlmt  the  riches  and  prosperity  of 
this  Province  chiefly  depend  on  the  manufacture  of 
provisions,  and  the  exchanging-  of  that  manufacture  with 
other  things  ito  advantage,  it  will  also  be  true,  that  what- 
soever increases  the  one,  and  at  the  same  time  encou- 
rages the  other,will  justly  deserve  the  name  of  a  publick 
good;  and  the  majority  of  those  employed  in  such  manu- 
facture and  exchange,  have  thereby  a  right  to  be  consi- 
dered as, the  body  of  the  people  whom  you  represent. 

Secondly,  It  is  evident,  that  where  there  is  no  publie 
debt,  and.  a  real  value  in  lands  to  be  pledged,  papei- 
niay,  if  there  is  .occasion  for  it,  be  struck  to  advantage, 
without  any  risque  at  all;  for  though  perhaps  it  may 
contriliUte  to  hurt  some  weak  people  in  the  mxi-nage- 
ment  of  their  private  affairs,  yet,  while  any  unfrugal 
person  is  lost  to  the  conununlty;  and  is  succeeded  by 
-onii  more  industrious  than  he,  the  public  cannot  suffer 
by  such  a  change. 

'riurdly.  If  in  the  case  of  a  pa])cr  ciu-rcncy  among-st  us, 
it  siiould  happen  to  follow  (as  it  may  be  supposed  it 
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will)  that  silver  ainl  gold  will  be  kept  up  for  remit- 
tances to  Great  lirltaiii,-  we  shall  llien  have  no  other 
means  of  dealing'  with  one  anpther  but  the  paper: 
Should  the  quantity,  therefore,  be  less  than  is  necessary 
to  circulate  our  home  trade  in  its  natural  course,  usurers 
and  sharpers  would  have  tlie  same  opportunity  as  the}^ 
iiiiva  now,  to  lie  at  catcli  for  bar_cfains,  and  make  a  mo- 
nopoly of  trade,  by  ing-rossing  the  current  money  into 
their  hands. 

Fuurthli/,  The  very  essence  and  nature  of  credit,  as 
■well  as  the  practice  and  experience  of  the  g'reatest 
banlcs  in  Europe,  directs  all  such  bills  to  be  issued  at 
something  less  than  common  interest,  for  that  is,  in  ef- 
fect, a  premium  g-iven  by  the_publick  to  cncourag-e  Uieir 
circulation:  And  whoever  is  pleased  to  say,  that  the 
Hank  of  Amsterdam  loses  credit  by  IcTiding  monej'  at 
two  per  cent,  or  the  Bank  of  Eng-land  by  Icncling  money 
:ii  four  per  rent,  shall  scarce  prevail  with  me  to  think  the 
assertion  worthy  of  an)-  answer. 

FIflhli/,  1  am  not  of  opinion  vvith  those  gentlemen, 
who  are  pleased  to  alledg'e,  that  the  value  of  silver  at 
New  York,  winch,  in  the  month  of  Se])tember  last,  was 
from  eight  shillings  and  three  pence  to  eight  shillings 
and  nine  pence,  is  occasioned  by  their  paper;  for  in  this 
Province,  where  there  never  has  been  any  paper  yet, 
from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  has  for  several  years  been  gi- 
veiT  in  exchange  for  silver.  And  as  to  their  computation 
of  gold,  the  g-e]itlem,en,  perhaps,  have  not  had  occasion 
of  kite  to  be  informed,  that  the  heaviest  Pistoles  in 
York,  go  at  no  more  than  twenty-eight  shiUlngs,  and 
smaller,  or  cut  gold,  at  the  common  standard  value  in 
that  Province,  wheive  it  is  believed  the  people  could  not 
possibly  cany  on  half  the  qu.antity  of  their  present  trade 
and  business  without  the  help  of  paper.  _ 

Sixthly,  I  must  also  take  leave  to  differ  in  opinion 
with  those,  who,  without  eiiquir}',  and  by  wholesale, 
are  pleased  to  condcnm  all  schemes  of  lending  money 
to  be  dischai-ged  by  annual  payments;  for  I  truly  think 
that  method  will  not  only  suit  the  different  circiimstan- 
«es  and  conveniency  of  the  people  best,  but  in  all  re- 
spects will  prove  the  safest  and  most  profitable,  as  well 
3.S  equal;  and  my  reasons  for  it  are  these. 

1st.  Whatever  quantity  be  issued,-  if  cne  fifth,  feixth, 
or  tenth  part  of  the  sum,  according  to  the  time  for 
which  it  is  to  last,  must  necessarily  come  into  the  office 
every  j'ear,  it  may  be  lent  out  again  at_/iye  j>5C?-  cent,  for 
anytime  within  the  term,  ta  such  persons- as  had  no 
place  or  opportunity  to  come  into  the  first  loan:  By 
which  means  :a11  the  frightful  odd  things,  mentioned  in 
the  Gentlemens  sixth  oljservation,  will  presently  vanish; 
for  every  man,  in  this  case,  according-  to  his  ability,  may. 
If  bethinks  fit,  share  in  that  advantage,  which  the  pub- 
lick  most  generously  and  prudently  ofl'ers  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  people, 

2dly.  If  so  great  a  share  of  the  whole  comes  in  yearly 
to  the  office,  in  order  to  be  let  out  again,  it  will,  in  a 
great  measure  jjreyent  engrossing,  and  help  the  circu- 
ilation  considerably:  It  will  also  give  more  frequent  op- 
|)ortunity  of  discovering  frauds,  and  gradually  increase 
the  public  stock  and  revenue  of  the  bank;  and  by  that 
means  it  will  demonstrably  sink  the  orlg'inal  sum  within 
the  time  prefixed;  that  is  to  say,  the  pap^r  at  the  end  of 
that  term,  will  either  be  found  in  the  office,  or  its  value 
in  cash,  ready  to  pay  wliat  shall  then  happen' by  acci- 
dent to  be  yet  abroad. 

Seventlilij,  If  too  great  a  security  is  demanded  for  the 
loan  of  pabiick  mone}',  I  think  it  will  in  a  great  measiis-e 
frustrate  the  design  of  relieving  many  of  the  -middling 
and  most  industrious  sort  of  tlic  people,  whereof,  it  is 
my  opinion,  that  one  half  of  the  value  of  lands,  one 
third  of  houses,  and  personal  estates,  and  near  the  whole 
value  of  ground  rents,  may  very  safely  be  lent  to  those 
who  are  willing  and  ;ible  to  give  such  security.  • 

Eigldhltj,  If  ujion  further  consideration,  you  find  that 
the  sui«  intended  may  be  issued  to  better  adva'ntage  for 
a  longer  time,  I  think  the  objection  that  oiu-  acts  cin 
only  subsist  five  years  without  being  .approved,  is  df -no 


weight;  for,  besides  that  it  would  not  be  very  civil  to 
sj.ippose,  that  the  legislative  power  here  would  deliber- 
ately go  upon  any  act  of  that  importance,  oi-  indeed  of 
any  kind,  which  we  had  the  least  cause  to  suspect 
would  be  disagreeable  to  his  Majesty,  or  the  sentiments 
of  liis  ministry,  we  knov/  very  well,  it  is  in  his  Majesty's 
ro}'al  jiower  and  prerogative  to  repeal  and  make  void, 
at  any  time,  all  acts  of  Assembly  to  be  inade  or  passed 
in  America.  And  for  my  part,  if  1  did  not  in  my  con- 
science believe  that  the  act  now  pjroposcd,  could  be 
made  on  such  a  rational,  just  and  equal  foot,  as  would 
rather  claim  his  M:\)esty's  gracious  favour  in  assenting  to 
i  it,  than  render  it  obnoxious  to  his  imperial  justice,  I 
should  neither  have  given  myself  nor  you  this  trouble. 

Gentlemen,  these  are  most  frankly  and  sincerely  my 
present  sentiments  of  the  matter  before  you,  and  as  I  do 
i  not  find  myself  inclined  to  dispute,  and  much  less  to 
shew  any  stiffness  or  obstinacy,  in  an  affair  of  such  a 
general  concern,  I. shall  very  much  rely  on  your  diligent 
circitmspection  and  care  for  the  g'ood  of  your  country, 
being-  still  ready  and  willing  to  give  you  all  the  assist- 
ancc  in  mv  power.  WILLIAM  KEII'H. 

January  2^,  \722-'25."  ^ 

The  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  do  not  appear  to 
have  given  satisfaction,  for  petitions  were  on  the  22d 
November  presented,  praying  that  the  paper  currency 
"may  be  made  to  answer  former  contracts,  and  be  con- 
tinued longer  than  ten  years;"  "that  the  sum  be  in- 
creased;" and  "that  thc'manner  of  its  sinking  be  formed 
on  a  scheme  of  sinking  principal  and  interest  together," 
"and  the  security  to  be  given  be  lessened."  It  was  then 
determined,  after  a  long  debate  to  increase  the  amount 
to  £15,000;  to  extend  the  time  to  8  years;  to  be  jjaid  in 
anntial  payments,  the  securitj'  to  be  double  the  value  in 
lands,  lots,  ground  rents,  and  free  hold  estates,  in  fee 
simple;  and  in  houses  freehold  in  fee  simple,  three  times 
the  value  of  the  sum  borrowed.  "It  was  agreed  to  ap- 
point 4  commissioners  and  trustees  to  execute  the  office 
of  managing  and  disposing  of  the  paper  currency,  and 
that  the  office  to  be  erected  for  the  issuing  of  it  be  set- 
tled in  Philadelphia;  but  on  occasion,  to  be  also  held  in 
Bucks  and  Chester  county."  It  was  ordered  also,  that 
a  committee  "consult  the  Attorney  General,  and  other 
persons  skilled  in  the  law,  as  they  think  fit,  in  relation 
to  drawing  the  bill  for  a  paper  currency."  Good  plate 
was  agreed  to  be  received  as  security  for  p.aperat  five 
shillings  per  ounce.  On  the  26th  of  January,  two  of 
the  petitioners  of  the  22nd,  presented  the  following  an- 
swcr  to  the  sentiments  of  Logan  and  Norris. 

"To  the  Honourable  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in   Assembly   met,  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  January,  1722-23. 
May  it  please  this  Honourable  House, 

We  beg-  leave  to  lay  before  you  some  considerations, 
in  answer  to  the  sentiments  of  several  gentlemen  and 
merchants,  in  relation  to  a  paper  credit,  which  they 
were  admitted  to  present  the  tenth  instant. 

First,  It  is  but  just  to  concede  to  their  notion,  '  That 
this  Province  is  dependent  on,  and  derives  all  its  powers 
from.  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  is  the  highest  wisdom  in 
our  legislature,  to -direct  theniselv-es  by  the  same  pru- 
dent measures,  as  for  as  oar  circumstances  with  theirs 
may  agree. 

Secondly,  It  is  by  them  alleged,  Th.at  when  the  nation 
was  distressed  by  war,  and  their  coin  generally  debased, 
yet  the  parliament  would  not  adv;uice  their  currency  on 
any  account;  and  that  they  renewed  it  at  the  same  fine- 
ness, to  pass  at  the  formcri  :ites,  and  they  have  unaltera- 
bly kept  to  the  same.    And  furtiier,  that  /tcelve  /tundred 
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ihoMsand  pounds  made  good  to  private  persons  all  their  ■ 
loss  received  from  exchang'lng"  their  clipped  and  debased 
coin  for  the  new  milled  money  delivered  at  a  par.  To 
■which  we  say,  that  we  know  (by  what  authority  soever 
it  was  or  is  done)  that  since,  if  not  then,  the  coin  hath 
been  (particularly  the  gold)  often  raised  and  lowered; 
snd  that  the  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds  did 
make  good  all  the  loss  in  the  kingdom  for  the  debased 
coin,  is  an  assertion  we  doubt  not  but  there  are  many  in 
Gi-eat  Britain,  (and  some  here)  can  inform  those  gentle- 
men otherwise. 

Thirdly,  In  concurrence  with  the  sentihicnts  of  these 
gentlemen,  in  their  third  paragraph,  we  humbly  recom- 
mend it  to  our  leg-islators,  that  our  bills  be  estaljlishcd  on 
so  just  a  foundation,  that  while  in  being,  they  may  still 
continue  of  the  same  value  with  real  money,  according 
to  the  rates  at  which  they  are  first  issued. 

Fourlhhj^  If  those  bills  cannot  be  procured,  where 
they  are  to  be  issued,  for  a  less  ])ledge  or  security  than 
gold  or  silver  would  be,  the  easy  terms  of  refunding 
them  will  not  lessen  their  value;  for  the  stamp  of  au- 
thority has  its  own  laws,  as  unalterable  in  themselves  as 
those  of  interest  or  increase  are  in  usury,  and  which, 
such  as  are  versed  in  those  affairs,  as  carefully  consider. 

Fifthly,  The  schemes  most  commonly  talked  of  for 
lending  out  sums,  to  be  discharged  by  annual  payments 
equal  to,  or  not  much  exceeding  the  interest,  for  a  cer 
tain  number  of  3'ears,  without  paying  any  principal,  are 
not  partial  and  un  just,  nor  destructive  to  pidilick  credit 
for  the  pledge  secured  is  more  than  an  equivalent  to  the 
sum  received,  and  tlie  interest  given  is  not  inconsiderable 
even  of  the  lowest  rated  schemes.  To  whom  are  they 
partial  and  unjust,  since  no  method  is  proposed  or  con- 
trived for  any  particular  man  or  men,  excluding  others" 
The  benefit  is  to  be  g'eiicral,  and  though  the  necessities 
of  the  poor  chiefly  call  for  the  succour,  yet  it  is  more 
within  the  compass  of  the  rich  to  be  thereby  favoured, 
because  they  have  plenty  of  pledges:  Let  them  not  then 
complain  of  partiality  and  injustice  through  their  own 
negligence.  How  are  such  schemes  destructive  to  pub- 
lick  credit,  since  the  publick  is  capable  of  yielding  so 
much  relief  to  a  necessitous  people,  without  hurting  it- 
self? No,  the  design  is  laudable,  and  greatly  becomes 
our  generous  patriots.  But  perhaps  there  are  some 
that  are  partial  to  themselves,  although  they  seem  to 
speak  in  defence  of  the  pubhck,  affording  us  room  to 
guess,  they  would  have  no  money  borrowed,  but  of 
private  persons,  and  begrudge  the  borrowers  of  the 
publick  the  gain  (of  near  thirty  pounds,  according  to  the 
exquisite  calculation  of  those  gentlemen)  because  they 
know,  that  suclLan  advantage  is  not  equal  to  the  sweet 
incomes  of  usury, 

Sixthly,  All  such  projects  are  not  exceedingly  weak 
and  unjust;  for  what  man,  hadhe  money  by  him  to  lend, 
wpuld  refuse  it  on  sufficient  security?  And  if  he  does 
lend  it  on  such  a  security,  where  can  we  suppose  the 
lender's  loss  to  be?  Or  wherein  is  tbe  pa]}er  credit  les- 
sened, when  there  is  more  than  its  value  to  support  it? 
Their  supposingit  to  be  lent  to  all  is  an  amusement;  and 
the  tribunal  is  easily  to  be  erected,  to  find  out  persons 
of  worth  from  those  that  are  worth  nothing;  and  the 
poor  (who,  they  say,  iiave  as  little  merit  as'  any)  may 
have  a  chance  to  get  it  by  labour,  by  the  employers 
having  something  to  pav,  both  to  the'ir  and  the  poor 
man's  advantage :  And  thus  a  v/ay  may  easily  be  found 
for  dispensmg  publick  favours.  We  presume  to  add 
to  those  great  and  rich  men,  (and  therefore,  according 
to  their  account,  sober  and  indjjstriuus  men)  that  we 
humbly  Iiope  a  medium  in  business  will  run  us  from  the 
loose  way  ofluxury,  idleness  and  folly,  which  often  hap- 
pens from  being  nonplused  in  a  regular  dispatch  of  af- 
fairs for  want  of  pay  when  due. 

Seventhly,  This  currency,  or  paper  money,  w^ill  not 
fall  m  value,  if  raised  on  a  good  foundation,  as  recom- 
mended in  the  third  article.  The  rising  of  silver  is  alone 
owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  possessor,  who  knowing 
there  is  no  other  currency,  (and  that  too  at  this  time  ex 


tremely  scarce)  they  have  imposed  on  the  necessities  of 
people,  , by  advancing  it  near  tiuo  shillings  per  pound, • 
but  it  is  not  improbable,  that  our  bills  being  always  ca- 
pable of  purchasing  our  country  prodvice,  their  value 
being  ec]^ual  to  silyer,  will  again  reduce  it  to  its  stated 
worth,  and  be  as  satisfactory  to  the  kind  lender,  who 
(according  to  them)  relieved  the  borrower  in  distj'ess, 
or  sold  him  land  or  goods  at  their  reaj.  value  at  the  time 
of  lending  or  sale. 

Eighthly,  Those,  do  not  deceive  themselves,  who, 
because  gold  and  silver  may  be  had  at  New  York,  or 
other'  places,  in  exchange  for  their  paper  money, 
suppose  that  the  one  is  as  good  as  the  other.  It  is  a  re- 
ceived maxim,  that  the  value  of  any  thing  is  in  propor- 
tion'to  what  it  will  purchase.  Now  paper  bills  will,  at  this 
time;  and  would  formerly,  purchase  goods  in  New  York 
cheaper  than  Cash  will  at  Philadelphia;  and  it  is  obvious 
that  some  other  reasons  may  have  occasioned  the  rise 
of  silver  and  gold  there,  since  we  have  here  advanced  at 
least  slxpcncepcr  ounce  on  silver,  beyond  the  rate  ascer- 
tained by  act  of  parliament,  without  any  such  measure 
as  paper  money. 

These  being  premised  on  the  general  heads,  what 
next  follovirs  is  an  answer  to  their  three  conclusive  points; 

1st.  If  the  whole  sum  struck  be  so  small,  that  it  will 
not  answer  the  absolute  and  immediate  necessities  of 
those  who  have  real  securities  to  give,  it  will  not  (we 
humbly  conceive)  be  sufficient  to  pass  from  hand  to 
hand  for  a  currency. 

2d.  That  which  is  a  benefit  to  any  person  for  five 
years,  will  be  a  further  benefit  for  a  longer  term;  and^ 
perhaps,  the  fixing  it  to  a  short  date  may  abridge  some 
persons  from  effecting.what  they  might  accomplish  for 
their  own  good  and  the  country's  advantage,  in  more 
time.  The  difficulty  of  exchanging  worn  out  bills  for 
new,  in  an  office  to  be  erectcdforthat  purpose,  we  doubt 
not  the  care  and  ability  of  this  assembly  to  surmount, 
and  render  practicable.  And,  if  our  laws  can  continue 
in  foi-ce  no  longer  than  five  years  without  the  royal  ap- 
probation, yet  we  presume  a  law  so  beneficial  to  the 
subject  here,  so  concurrent  to  thfe  practice  of  neighbor- 
ing colonies,  and  no  ways  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, will,  when  duly  represented  at  home,  not  want 
th.at  approbation. 

3d.  We  confide  in  this,  that  the  wisdom  of  this  ho- 
nourable House  needs  no  direction,  in  the  care  to  be 
taken,  of  sinking  the  jiapcr  currency  in  course,  and  in 
a  just  manner;  for  we  esteem  you  (and  not  these  gen- 
tlemen petitioners)  to  be  proper  judges  of  the, methods 
hitherto  discoursed  of. 

These  observations,  may  it  please  this  honourable 
House,  on  the  sentiments  of  those  gentlemen,  we  hum- 
ly  offer  to  your  consideration,  and  pray  your  favourable 
coiistruction." 

On  the  29th,  the  bill  for  making  £15,000  in  bills  of 
credit  was  reported,  and  read  a  second" time  on  the  SOth, 
and  further  to  be  considered  in  the  afternoon.  In  the 
meantime,  the  following  "Further  sentiments  of  the 
gentlemen  and  merchants,"  were  read. 

77o  the  Honourable  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania. 

"In  the  important  afl^xir  of  a.  paper  credit,  now  under 
the  consideration  of  your  House,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
all  honest  men,  amongst  us,  think  of  it  from  the  same 
p/mciples,  and  with  the  same  inclinations,  viz:  to  pro- 
mote the  true  interest  and  reputation  of  this  colony. 

Upon  these  views  alone  we  lately  took  the  liberty  to 
petition  your  honourable  House,  to  be  heard  upon  the 
subject,  and  the  next  day  exhibited  our  sentiments,  in 
writing,  drawn  into  several  heads,  and  built  on  such  so- 
lid foundations  of  truth,  th:it  we  are  well  assured  they 
cannot  be  shaken. 

Yet,  as  the  opinions  of  men  arc  extremely  various, 
and  great  pains  have,  of  late,  been  taken  here,  to  instil 
and  strengthen  popular  errors  on  that  subject;  we  find 
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divers  of  these  drawn  up,  iji  a  paper,  lately  presented 
to,  and  received  by,  the  House;  containing',  as  it  says, 
some  considerations,  in  answer^  to  our  said  sentiments, 
but  truly  consisting',  in  a  g'reat  measure,  of  those  com- 
mon mistakes,  which  have  unhappily  occasioned  such 
differences  in  opinion,  even  among-  tlie  well  meaning, 
who,  we  presume,  all  aim  at  the  public  g-ood. 

The  more  clearly,  therefore,  to  manifest  these  popu- 
lar deceptions,  to  pi-event  the  unhappy  consequence, 
that  may  attend  theii'  obtaining' furiher  place,  and  more 
effectually  to  establish  the  ti'uth  and  certainty  of  those, 
heads,  we  before  presented,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  observations,  on  the  several  parts  of 
-that  paper,  with  some  further  seniimenl's  on  the  whole 
matter;  which,  we  hope,  will  be  interpreted  according 
to  their  true  intention,  that  is,  to  serve  the  public,  in 
which  we  are  all  jointly  embarked. 

The  design  of  what  we  then  exhibited  to  the  House 
(as  is  evident  from  all  the  parts  of  it)  was  not  to  oppose 
a  paper  credit,  but  to  show  the  danger  of  ill  concerted 
schemes,  and  to  point  out,  as  far  as  v/as  then  proper, 
what  we  conceived  to  be  the  most  effectual  measures, 
for  answering  all  the  just  ends,  proposed  by  such  a  cre- 
dit. 

In  the  three  first  articles  was  represented  how  much 
it  became  us,  as  a  government  depending  on  Britain,  to 
copy  after  the  gTcat  examples  their  parliaments  have  set- 
before  US;  particularly  these  two  cases  of  keeping  our 
feUis,  when  issued,  equivalent  to  such  money. 

To  the  first  of  these,  those  concerned  in  that  paper 
are  obhged  to  concede. 

To  the  second  they  answer  with  a  gross  mistake,  and 
an  unbecoming  trifling:  for,  it  is  positively  true,  that 
since  the  great  reformation  of  the  English  coin,  in  1696, 
there  has  not  been  the  least  alteration  in  it;  guineas, 
which  till  lately,  never  were  a  legal  tender,  were  limited 
that  year,  that  they  should  not,  under  a  penalty,  be  re- 
ceived at  more  than  twenty -two  shillings  each.  But  no 
sooner  did  silver,  the  true  lawful  money  of  the  kingdom, 
circulate  freely  again,  which,  by  the  great  diligence  of 
the  several  mints,  they  did,  within  six  months  after;  but 
the  people  refused  to  take  them  at  more  than  twenty- 
one  shillings  and  six  pence,  as  formerly;  at  which-  rate 
they  have  constantly  continued,  till  the  mines  of  Ameri- 
ca, especially  of  Brazil,  producing  much  more  gold 
than  silver,  in  value,  the  first  has  fallen  in  Europe;  on 
which,  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  silver,  they  are,  by 
a  late  act  of  parliament,  reduced  to  twenly-onc  shillings; 
and  at  that  rate,  at  length  made  a  legal  tender,  that  is, 
lawful  money  of  the  nation.  If  foreign  gold  or  silver 
be  meant,  which  are  only  merchandize,  and  rise,  as  the 
demand  is  for  exportation,  these  are  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  To  the  other  part,  where  -they  alledge,  that 
the  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds  did  not  make  good 
all  the  loss  in  the  kingdom;  we  say,  that  our  informa- 
tions are  as  good  as  any  can  pretend  to,  iuthis  province.^ 

That  sum  on  large  trials  made  in  the  exchequer,  of 
the  monies  "received  the  year  before,  was  judged  suffi- 
cient to  make  good  the  whole  loss;  and  all,  who  brought 
in  their  money,  within  the  time  limited,  had  it  made 
good  to  them.  It  is  true,  fome  persons  disaffected  to 
the  government,  and  others  fond  of  their  hoards,  for- 
bore, and  suffered  accordingly :  but  the  great  care  of 
the  parliament,  and  therefore  the  truth  of  our  assertion, 
are  from  hence  equally  clear. 

The  third'head,  which  is  the  greatest  point,  of  keep- 
ing up  our  bills  to  the  same  value  with  real  money,  ac- 
cording to  the  rates  at  which  they  are  at  first  issued,  is 
also  conceded  in  general  terms;  and  the  just  foundation 
mentioned,  is  all  that  is  contended  for. 

But  what  is  advanced  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  articles,  - 
IS  the  grand  popular  error,  that  endangers  a  disappoint- 
ment, m  that  great  end  proposed.  For  no  stamp  of  au- 
thority can  give  an  intrinsic  worth,  where  it  really,  is  not. 
Experience,  whose  instructions  even  the  weakest  may 
reach,  will  show  us,  that  bills  ef  credit  have  been  issued 
in  no  place  on  this  continent,  where  they  have  not,  soon- 


er or  later,  sunk  below  the  value,  at  which  thc}'  were  at 
first  made;  and  yet  they  all  had  as  powerful  a  stamp  of 
authority  as  any  we  can  give.  We  are  now  upon  put- 
ting in  practice  a  project  of  the  same  kind;  it  is  there- 
fore the  more  hig'hly  •  incumbent  on  us,  prudently  and 
advisedly  to  consider  in  time;  by  what  means  the  incon- 
veniences that  have  attended  others,  in  theirs,  may  be 
prevented  in  our  undertaking. 

The  first  remark  we  offered  on  this  head  was  fi  om 
this  foundation,  that  if  the  public  by  their  terms  of  issu- 
ing their  bills,  sliow  they  estimate  them  at  less  than  they 
would  real  monej';  all  mankind,  but  especially  the  tra- 
der, whose  business  it  is  to  exchange  his  commodity  for 
its  real  value,  will  naturally  be  taught  to  do  the  same. 
The  g-reatness  of  the  security  makes  no  manner  of  dif- 
ference, unless  the  borrower  of  the  iills- should  be  ob- 
liged, for  one  hundred  pou7ids  lent  In  them  to  repay;  upon 
that  security,  the  like  sum  of  gold  or  silver,  and  not  in 
the  same  specie;  for  should  one,  upon  lending  any  rari- 
ty, of  no  great  Intrinsic  value,  take  a  security  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  have  it  returned,  this  would  not  add  to 
the  real  worth  of  the  thing  lent,  thoug-h  it  showed,  the 
lender  resolved  to  have  it  restored  to  him;  or,  if  a  man 
should  assign  the  bond  of  another  person  of  dubious 
credit,  for  o)ie  hundred  pounds  Awe,  for  the  consideration 

fifty  pounds  only,  to  be  paid  by  the  assignee,  in 
twelve  months  to  the  assignor;  and  for  the  payment  of 
the  fifty  pounds,  should  take  a  mortgage  or  security 
worth  five  hundred  pounds,  this  indeed  will  make  the 
debt  of  fifty  more  certainly  good,  but  will  not  add  one 
farthing-  to  the  value  of  the  bond  assigned  in  the 
same  manner,  if  a  person  be  possessed  of  fifty  pounds 
in  bills  of  credit,  though  there  be  a  security  of  one  or 
two  htmdrcd pounds  given  for  them  in  the  oflice  by  the 
borrower  at  the  first  taking  of  them  out,  should  these 
bills,  for  the  same  reasons  that  have  prevailed  in  Boston 
and  other  places,  in  the  like  case,  sink  in  their  value, 
and  become  worth  less  tha.n  forty  pounds,  while  in  that 
person's  hands,  the  securit}'  g-iven  will  in  no  manner, 
compensate  tliat  loss  to  the  possessor;  for  neither  he,  nor 
even  the  public,  can  have  any  satisfaction  from  the  se- 
curity; because,  if  the  borrower  returns  the  bills  again, 
when  due  from  him,  though  they  should  not  then  be 
v!OY\.\i  twenty  pounds  oi  that  coin,  "by  which  they  were 
first  rated,  his  security  will  be  entirely  discharged  by 
the  payment.  This  is  most  evident  and  plain  to  any 
man  of  reason,  uho  will  make  use  of  it:  but  persons 
over-run  with  the  common  notions,  depending  on  the 
applause  of  such  as  are  ready  prepared  to  give  it  to 
ever}-  thing  favouring  their  own  opinions,  may  think  it 
sufficient  for  answering  the  most  certain  truth,'barely  to 
deny  it,  and  confide  in  the  numbers,  that  are  to  support 
their  assertions;  which  we  conceive  has  been  the  only 
motive  to  those  persons  who  drew  up  or  presented  the 
paper  now  urtder  consideration;  but  the  unhandsome 
reflections  that  are  cast  in  that  part  of  it,  shall  ibr  the 
present  be  waved,  and  referred  to  the  close  of  this,  as  a 
more  proper  place. 

In  our  fifth  and  sixth  heads  we  asserted,  that  such 
schemes  as  were  then  commonly  talked  of,  were  partial, 
weak  and  unjust;  as  they  were  intended  to  make  grants 
very  beneficial  to  the  first  borrower,  but  injurious  to  the 
others:  that  all  would  equally  covet  the  same  advan- 
tage; but  that  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  all  could 
not  possibly  partake  of  it;  unless  the  quantity  of  tlie 
bills  were  so  vast  as  to  render  them  of  little  or  no  value. 
The  truth  of  all  which,  is  so  clear  and  plain,  that  it  would 
be  little  less  than  a  mockery  to  human  reason,  to  offer 
arguments  for  supporting  what,  if  understood,  is  self- 
evident.  But  this  is  now  entirely  out  of  time,  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Assembly  having  admitted  none  of  those 
schemes  there  guarded  against,  and  it  wilLbe  dlflicult 
to  find  a  reason  for  offering  that  part  of  the  paper  to  the 
Hoiise,  after  all  the  votes  that  have  been  passed  on  this 
affair,  unless  it  be  to  prepare  with  an  extreme  modesty, 
for  another  push  to  overset  all  that  has  hitherto  been  vo- 
ted. 
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Their  whole  answer  to  the  seventh  head  is  g-roundecl 
on  another  yreat  mistake  in  the  cause  of  the  rise  of  sil- 
ver among'st  us;  which  is  truly  thus:  In  the  year  1709, 
when  the  act  of  parliament  for  reducing-  our  coin,  took 
place,  silver  was  our  common  currency  ;  gold  being- 
then  but  rarely  seen;  but  it "vvas  judged  necessary  (see- 
ing the  act  was  silent  in  it)  to  make  that  also,  as  Vv'ell  as 
silver,  pass  current  by  welg'ht  at  some  determinate  rate; 
and  being  at  that  time,  worth  four  pounds  an  ounce,  or 
four  shillings  per  penny  weight  in  Britain,  it  was  advan- 
ced in  the  same  proportion  with  silver,  f  viz.  one  third,) 
to  five  shillings  and  four  i^ence  per  penny  weig-ht;  but 
because  this  sum  could  not  be  so  divided  by  twenty-four 
as  to  render  it  practicable  to  reckon  single  grains  by  far- 
things, without  a  fraction,  it  was,  by  common  consent, 
raXsnii.  Xo  five  shillings  mid  six  pence,  thsLt  a  grain  might 
be  accounted  at  twopence  thi-ee: farthings.  This  seem- 
ing small  dilfercnce,  with  the  aclvance  given  in  Eng-land 
by  the  East  India  company  for  Spanish  silver,  wrought 
so  great  a  change  in  our  currency,  that  our  paj'ments 
were  mostly  made  in  gold,  New  York  and  Britain  gra- 
dually exhausting  our  silver;  insomuch,  that  ev£n  nine 
or  ten  3'ears  ago,  five  per  cent,  advance  was  given,  in 
gold,  in  exchange  for  Spanish  silver;  though  afterwards, 
upon  a  g-reater  importation  of.  the  latter,  this  difference, 
for  some  time,  abated;  but  gold  having-  still  further  fallen 
in  value  in  Britain,  the  disparity  has  ag'ain  further  in- 
creased; for  accounting  pieces  of  eight,  only  at  five 
shillings  and  four  pence  per  ounce,  which  is  under  a  me- 
dium for  their  common  price;  and  gold  Vit  three  pounds, 
eightem  shillings,  whlcli  is  near  its  ]:)resent  or  late  value, 
in  England;  an  ounce  of  Spanish  silver  is  truly  equiva- 
lent to  seven  shillings  and six'penccAn  gold,  ut  fivepuiinds 
ten  shillings  per  ounce  as  we  rate  it.  It  is  _  therefore, 
neither  avarice  nor  sharping  that  has  occasioned  this  ad- 
vance in  the  exchange  of  these  two  metals,  but  the  es- 
sential difference  in  their  intrinsic  value  at  the  market 
to  which-  they  are  carried;  which  is  estimated  by  rules, 
that  ever  will  prevail  among  competent  reasoncrs  on  tlie 
basis  of  trade,  thougli  such  as  go  beyond  their  last, 
will  meddle  with  matters  out  of  their  sphei'c,  are  unca- 
pable  of  comprehending  them. 

But,  from  hence  asvue  rule  may  be  taken  in  relation 
to  paper,  that  by  so  much  as  the  value  of  public  bills 
sink,  by  so  much  will  gold  and  silver  rise,  in  proportion 
to  their  intrinsic  worth;  as  we  find  our  silver  has  done 
in  proportion  to  our  gold;  and  the  Constant  standard  to 
measure  this  b_y,  will  be  the  exchange  between  the  Eng- 
lish colony,  where  they  are  made  current,  and  Great 
Britain.  From  hence  the  loss  on  bills  is  lo  be  estimated 
in  all  places  where  they  pass:  the  exchange  in  N.  Yoi-k 
before  the  bills  fell :  viz.  in  1716,  was  fifty  per  cent,  and 
in  Boston,  not  long  before;  but  since  1717,  the  year 
they  uttered  their  last  great  quantity  of  bills,  it  arose  to 
sixty-five  per  cent,  and  in  Boston,  it  is  now  near  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  as  in  Carolina,  it  is  ii-om  five 
to  six  cents  advance  on  one  liundred  pounds  sterling. 

The  answer  to  the  eighth  is  of  a  piece  with  the  rest, 
a  presumptuous  denial  of  a  positive  truth  that  is  in  itself 
incontestible;  for  the  language  of  the  New  York  bill 
runs  thus,  viz.  for  a  bill  of  twenty  shillings.  "This  hill, 
of  two  ounces  ten  pennyweight  of plate,  due  from  the  colony 
of  New  York  to  the  possessor  thereof,  shall  be  equal  in  va- 
lue to  Seville  pillar,  or  Mexico  plate,  he.  And  yet  that 
.very  bill  .shall,  at  this  time,  purchase  little  more,  (if  any 
thing)  in  pieces  of  eight  than  two  ounces.  It  is'  there- 
fore'undeniably  true,  that  such  a  bill  is  not  equivalent 
to  two  ounces  and  a  half  of  such  plate;  because,  being- 
fallen  from  its  first  intended  value,  it  will  not  purchase 
so  much;  and  it  is  really  surprising  how  any  men,  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  common  sense,  can  amuse  them- 
selves and  others  with  such  groundless  notions.  The 
price  of  goods  at  New  York,  whether  cheaper  or  dear- 
er than  at  Pliihideljjhia,  is  out  of  the  question;  unless  it 
could  be  alledged,  that  a  bill  of  twenty  shillings  wilF 
purchase  as  much  of  those  goods,  as  can  be  bouglit  wilh 
the  real  weight  of  two  ounces  and  a  half  of  Spanish 


silver;  which  the  boldest  assertor  will  scarce  venture  to 
affirm. 

We  further  beg-  leave  to  observe,  on  their  answer  to 
the  tln-ee  last  articles: 

First,  That  to  supply  the  want  of  a  medhim  for  com- 
merce is  the  honest  Intention  of  the  ])roposal  for  bills  of 
credit,  and  not  to  discharge  the  debts  of  those  who  want 
means  from  the  public,  to  get  clear  of  Jhem. 

iiccondly.  All  bills,  bonds,  &,c.  on  an  equal  security, 
are  the  more  valued  the  sooner  they  become  due;  and 
the  sooner  public  bills  are  to  sink,  the  greater  will  be 
their  credit.  It  is  true,  that  the  longer  the  time  is,  the 
more  easy  it  ma}''  seem  to  the  first  borrower;  but,  in  the 
whole  cpurse  of  the  bills,  after  their  second  payment, 
this  will  but  diminish  their-  credit.  If  eight  years  be 
preferable  to  five,  because  of  the  length  of  the  time^ 
the  same  arg-ument  m:>y  be  urged  for  sixteen  or  twenty. 

Thirdly,  It  is  extremely  mannerly  (we  g-rant)  to 
leave  it  entirely  to  the  Assembly,  to  consider  the  man-- 
ner  of  sinking  the  bills  ;  but  this  complaisance,  it  is 
doubted,  is  more  owing  to  an  unconcerncdness  in  that 
point,  when,  or  whether  ever  they  sink,  provided  they 
are  once  obtained,  than  to  any  re.al  modesty;  otherwise, 
it  was  certainly  a  breach  of  that,  after  the  House  had 
voted  both  the  sum  and  the  time,  not  to  acquiesce  in 
their  \yisdom,  but  to  solicit  an  enlargement. 

We  pay  as  great  a  defei-ence,  may  it  please  the  house, 
to  the  legislative  authorit}',  as  any  others;  yet  we  well 
know  their  wisdom  will  inff  uence  them  to  lend  constant- 
ly an  open  ear  to  .all  necessary  hiritsfrom  without  doors, 
that  may  contribute  any  advantage  to  the  important  af- 
faii-s,  brought  from  time  to  time  under  their  considera- 
tion. 

From  hence  it  is,  that  we  sliall  yet, crave  liberty  to  of- 
fer our  fui-ther  sentiments,  not  oidy  in  relation  to  a  paper 
credit,  but  upon  some  other  points,  that  nearly  concern 
the  prosperit)' of  this  colony. 

Such  bills,  we  find,  have  been  issued  in  America  on 
two  different  foundations,  the  one  has  been  to  raise  a 
large  sum  immediately,  on  the  credit  of  future  taxes, 
duties,  &c.  by  which  they  were  to, be  regularly  sunk  in 
time;  the  other  to  •  be  lent  out  on  securities,  and 
to  be  sunk  by  the  ,  borrowers, .  repaying  them  into 
the  treasury.  Those  of  New  York  and  South  Caru' 
lina,  were  by  the  first  metlrod,.  and  those  of  New  Eng- 
land and  Rhode  Island,  by  the  second. 

In  Carolina  they  were  obliged,  for  the  defence  of 
their  town  and  country,  against  some  threatened  inva- 
sions, to  raise  an  immense  sum,  for  so  small  a  colony, 
vastly  exceeding  the  occasion  tliey.had  for  a  cui-rency; 
especially  since  their  rice,  which  foreigners  come  to 
carry  away,  will  purchase  most  of  the  goods  they  want; 
and  this  sunk  the  credit  of  their  bills  to  the  low  state 
they  were  depressed  to.  In  New  York,  their  first  bills, 
raised  by  the  same  method,  viz-  by  anticipating-  the  du- 
ties, by  which  they  were  to  be  sunk  again,  kept  up 
their  credit;  and,  because  of  the  certainty  of  their  termi- 
nating, and  the  quantity  being  moderate,  in  a  place  of 
such  large  and  extended  commerce,  they  continued  of 
equal  value  with  tiielr  current  silver,  imtil  the  year  1717, 
when  they  issued  another  large  sum ,  and  for  a  longer 
term;  upon  wliich  their  credit  im.mediately- fell  to  a  dis- 
parity wilh  their  real  money.  - 

Further  to  the  castv/ard,  their  bills  being  issued  on 
loans  only,  by  which  method  they  cannot  be  called  in, 
with  so  much  certainty,  they  consequently  fell  more 
than  one  third  below  the  value,  at  which  they  were  first 
issued;  and  the  same  m.ay  be  expected  from  the  like 
measures  to  happen  here;  for  seeing  very  few  borrowei-s 
are  found  to  discharge  their  mortgag-es  to  private  per- 
sons, in  time,  and  according  to  contract,  it  will  be  ex- 
pected that  the  public,  to  whom  such  loud  cries  are 
raised,  for  succour  to  the  distressed,  will  rather  be  more 
indulgent,- than  ri.gorous,  to  their  humble  suppliants. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  evident,  that  (o  keep  the  cre- 
dit of  bills  the  quantity  need  be  moderate,  and  should  be 
somewhat  under  a  sufficiency  for  a  circulating  currency, 
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that  we  may  as  tliej'  do  hi  New  York,  coiiti  ive  means  to 
supply  ourselves  with  some  quantities  of  cash,  which  is 
real  treasure  in  a  country,  while  bills  are^no  more  than 
jjorrowing-  from  one  another  with.o'ut  adding-  (jne  penny 
to  the  wealth  or  stock  of  the  colony;  and  next,  that  a 
certainty  of  their  being  sunk  in  a  reasonable  time,  will 
principally  contribute  to  support  that  cre'dlt. 

It  was  observed  before,  in  the  .  last  article  presented 
by  us,  to  the  Mouse,  that  such  measures  ought  to  be  ta- 
ken for  this,  as  shall  render  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  public  that  the  bills  shall  be. sunk  regularly. 

It  is  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  witli  all  due  submis- 
sion, proposedto  the  consideration  of  the  House,  whe- 
ther it  may  not  be  rather  requisite  to  retrench  the  quan- 
tity lust  voted,  than  lo  augment  it,  as  some  desire;  con- 
sidering that  ten  pounds  of  that  currency  will  probably 
circulate  more  and  faster  than  twenty  or  thirty  of  gold 
or  silver;  because  the  latter  has  a  constant  intrinsic  va- 
lue, while  the  other,  more  subject  to  change,  and  de- 
signed only  for  a  medium  of  commerce,  will  be  more 
briskly  shifted  from  hand  to  hand,  to  aiiswer  that  pur- 
pose? and  whether  the  following  methods  of  applj'ing 
it  may  not  render  it  more  serviceable,  viz.  that,  seeing 
the  public  is  now,  by  the  Treasurer's  account,  besides 
some  other  sums  not  yet  settled,  above  one  thouiandsix 
hundred  pounds  in  debt,  and  the  su])port  for  the  ensuing 
year  is  yet  to  be  provided  for,  a  sum  of  about  three 
thousand  ponnds,  to  be  paid-eut  of  the  bills  to  be  sunk, 
by  ail  excise -or  such  other  method  as  the  House  shall 
best  approve  of,  for  returning  that  sum  in  three,  four  or 
five  years, Us  shall  be  judged  most  convenient. 

That  a  sum,  sufficient  to  finish  the  prison  and  vvoi'k- 
house  of  Philadelphia,  bt;  lent  out  of  the  Lills  of  the 
city  and  county,  to  be  returned  into  the  treasury,  by  a 
yearly  tax  on  the  inhabitants,  not  exceeding  one  penny 
per  pound,  till  the  said  sum  be  discharged;  the  present 
taxes  of  three  pence  per  pound  being  too  heavy,  in- 
these  difficult  times,  for  the  puJjUc  to  bear. 

That  the  rest  be  lent  put,  as  is  alread}'  proposed  to  the  ' 
House,  on- good  unquestionable  securities,  at  the  inter- 
est agreed  on; but,  for  the  better  assuring-  tlicir  sinking, 
that  all  public  monies,  raised  by  any  taxes,  excise,  or 
duties  whatsoever,  be  ])aid  into  the  respective  treasuries 
only  in  that  specie  to  be  there  sunk;  and  the  full  value 
of  such  public  monies  be  made  good  out  of  the  sums 
paid  in  by  the  borrowers,  whether  in  coin,  paper,  or 
country  produce,  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  the  same 
was  raised;  by  which  means  the  bills  must  necessarily 
be  sunk,  and  the  paj'ments  -be  du\y  made  by  the  borrow- 
ers.without  any  excuse  or  favour. 

'I'hat,  for  the  more  effectual  support  of  the  credit  of 
the  bills,  sixpence  in  the  pound  be  allowed  to  the  per- 
son who  pays  them  in,  as  public  monc}-,  to  be  made  good 
out  of  the  interest  paid  by  the  borrower. 

These  meastires,  may  it  please  tlie  House,  it  is  believ- 
ed, will  verj'  much  contributeito  answer  the  just  ends 
proposed,  by  the  bills,  witli  the  least  injury  or  loss  to  the 
receivers. 

The  reflections  in  this  last  paper  as  well  as  others, 
which  have  industriously  been  rendered  popular,  shall 
be  answei-etLby  showing,  from  the  state  of  the  country, 
how. destructive  to  its  true  interest  tliat  spirit  is,  to  which 
too  many  appear  to  have  resigned  lltemselves-,  that  those 
who  are  sincerely  well  affected  to  tjie  public,  may,,  with 
more  distinguishing  judgment,  observe  the  measures,  by 
which  our  common  interest  may  be  mosfreffecttially  pro- 
moted; for  which  end,  we  beg  leavj2  to  add  tlie  follow- 
ing remarks,  rar. 

That  this  small  colony,  consisting  at  present,  only  of 
three  counties,  and  of  no  extraordinary  soil,  situate  but 
on  one  side  of  one  "navigable  river,  is  therefore  inferior 
in  natural  advantages  to  all  others  around  us;  and  liaving 
no  produce  but  what  otlier  colonies  more  commodiously 
situated,  not  only  rival  us  in,  but  of  late  h;i!vc  out<lone 
-us,  we  cannot  therefore  equally  flourish  with  others. 


unless  we  compensate  these  nattn-al  defects,  by  such 
improvements  in  industry  and  other  good  qualities,  as 
may  deserve<?ly  acquire  us  a  reputation. 

That  theJuisbandrnah  and  merchant  are  the  principal 
supporters  of  the  colony,  from  whom  all'other  kinds- of 
business  among  us,  receive  their  encourag-ement;  the 
one  raising  the  produce,. and  the  other  exjjorting  it  by 
navigation. 

That,  ,  by  the  common  methods  of  our  trade,  for  want 
of  a  vent  abroad,  for  our  wheat  and  what  is  manufactur- 
ed from  it,  we  can  never  become  considerable;  and  there- 
fore it  is,  necessary  that  the  countryman  should  endeavor 
for  some  other  improvements,  and  the  merchant  labour 
to  find  out  new  channels  for  commerce,  by  pursuing  it 
in  all.the  branches  that  ma}-  lie  open  to  us  in  other  coun- 
tries for  both  these  will  ever,  in  reality,  have  a  natural 
dependence  on  each  other. 

That  it  is  an  unhappiness  to  this  countrj',  that  there 
are  not  more  wealthy  men  in  trade,  who,  by  large  stocks, 
could  force  such  an  extended  commerce  as  in  New  York 
and  Boston;  for  by  these  means  more  shipping,  and 
therefore  more  workmen  and  people  would  be  employ- 
ed; and  both  a  greater  exportation  and  consumption  of 
the  country  proiluce,  to  the  encourag-ement  of  the  far^ 
mer,  would  be  occasioned  by  it. 

That  it  has  ever  been  accounted  a  g-reat  advantage  ta" 
a  country,  to  have  men  in  it  who  can  sujjply  others 
with  money  in  their  necessities,  on  such  terms  as  tlie 
laws  approve;  for  from  such  opportunities  the  indus- 
trionsand  ingenious,  who  for  want  of  something  in  their 
hands,  might  be  ever  tied  down  to  povcrtj',  may  find 
means  to  raise  themselves  (as  many  have  clone)  to  for- 
tune, and  a  capacity  of  being  extremely  useful:  From 
hence  many  have  received  vast  advantages,  by  compass- 
ing bargains,  that  otherwise  they  must  for  ever  have 
gone  without.  In  short,  there  is  nothing- more  equita- 
ble, than  that  the  active  and  industrious  should,  for  a 
moderate  consideration,  have  the  use  of  other  mens 
stocks,  who  cither  for  want  of  skill  or  inclination,  can- 
not employ  it  themselves. 

'  That  the  wealth  of  a  country  consists  in  the  riches  of 
its  Inhabitants,  and  the  richer  every  country  is,  the  bet- 
ter it  is  for  a  poor  man  to  live  in.  All  these  being  .un- 
questionable ti-uths,  it  is  astonishing-  to  consider,  whilfi 
we  have  scarce  one  man  in  the  country  that  can  be  ac- 
coimted  rich,  when  compared  vi'ith  divers  in  other  colo- 
nies; while  the  Province  really  suffers  for  want  of  more 
men  ofabiht3'to  promote  its  interest,  and  enlarge  its 
commei'ce,  on  which  great  numbers  of  the  people  have 
their  dependance;  while  money  can  scarce  be  had  on 
any  terms,  to  lend  or  borrow,  and  seldom  ever  could  be 
obtained  on  loan,  but  by  intreat)^  and  with  solicitation: 
It  is  astonishing",  we  say,  to  consider  how  'tis  possible, 
that  there  should  be  any  amongst  us,  who  in  despite  of 
common  sense,  will  suffer  themselves  to  be  misled  into 
such  a  spirit  of  malignity,  as  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
interest  of  the  whole,  to  insult  and  abuse  those  few  in 
the  place,  who  are  the  most  capable  of  promoting  that 
interest;  to  return. repi-oaches  for  what  was  obtained  by 
prayer,  and  under  the  endearing-  appearance  of  popu- 
larity, to  strike  at  the  very  sinews  of  a  country's  strength, 
and  the.  evident  means  of  its  prosperity,  -in  which  all 
would,  according  to  their  ranks,  be  more  or  less  par- 
takers. 

AVe  humbly  crave  the  House's  excuse  for  these  ob- 
servations, which  the  unhappy  prevailing  humour  "of 
the  time,  las  this  honourable  house,  from  the  last  and 
:0ther  applications,  cannot  but  be  sensible)  has  rendered 
necessary,  for  rectifying  the  distempered  notions  of  the 
misguided.  On  wliich,  no  better  advice,  (we  conceive) 
can  be  recommended  to  such  persons,  than  that  of  the 
apostle,  viz.  TofuUow  after  ilia  things  which  make  for  their 
peace;  7o  study  to  he  quid-,  unci  to  do  their  own  business, 
as  he  has  j'ecommended,-Rom.  xiv.  19.  1  Thess.- iv.  11. 

Although,  it  is  true,  we  are  at  jn-esent  very  .poor,  yet 
Love  and  Unity  ap.jiertrs  not  less  wanting  amongst  us 
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tlian  Money;  and  while  we  ai-e  applying'  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  means  tx>  supply  the  orie,  if  we  could  be  so 
happy  as  to  join  in  the  other,  it  would  more  effectually 
render  it  easy  to  this  honourable  house  to  provide  for 
our  public  necessities,  which  that  we  may,  is  the  earn- 
est desire  of  their  most  faithful  friends. 

On  the  30th  Januar}',  the  subject  again  came  before 
the  house,  and  the  proposition  to  lessen  the-sum  of  £15,- 
000  neg-atived;  the  further  discussion  was  deferred  to  the 
next  day,  wdien  it  was  decided  "That  the  pui«shm&nt 
to  be  inflicted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  forgers,  shall 
not  be  the  pains  and  penalty  of  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy."  The  bill  with  the  amendments  and  altei-ations 
was  tfien  recommitted — On  the  1st  February,  the  May- 
or,  &;c.  of  Phil.adelphia,  request  the  loan  of  £1500  of  the 
bills  of  credit  without  interest  to  assist  in  paying  their 
debts,  and  the  house  determine  to  withhold  £3000  for 
the  payment  of  the  pubhc  debts.  On  the  5th,  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  make  country  produce  a  lawful  ten- 
der, as  well  before  as  after  tl^e  commencement  of  ac- 
tions"— passed.    -    "'"."^  '.  '      •;.  „•  .    '  . 

.  Feb.  7.  It  was  ag-reed  to  allow  the  signers  of  the 
bills  £20  each  for  their  trouble.  On  the  8th  it  was  de- 
termined, that  the  mode  of  suing  the  mortgages  shall  be 
by  scire  facias.  £50  per  annum  was  fixed  as  the  salary 
of  each  trustee  of  the  loan  office;  and  Charles  Read 
Francis  Eawle,  Benjamin  Vining,  find  Anthony  Morris, 
were  appointed  signers,  and  Samuel  Carpenter,  a  trus. 
tee.  On  the  11th  it  passed  the  house,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  carry  it  to  the  Governor;  who  "  was 
pleased  to  say  he  would  consider  it  deliberately  in  Coun- 
cil." On  the  15th  the  Governor  returned  the  bill  with 
amendments;  the  house  consider  and  reject  most  of 
them,  and  then  return  it  to  the  Governor  for  his  concur 
rence;  who  again  "  is  pleased  to  say  he  will  consider." 
.On  the  26th,  the  house  acquaint  the  Governor,  that 
■'"having  sat  long,  they  desire  to  know,  particularly,  if 
he  has  finished  his  consideration  of  the  bill."  He  re- 
plies, next  day,  that  it  is  the  vyish  of  the  Council,  that  a 
committee  of  conference  be  appointed  by  the  house,  on 
the  points  of  dlfiiculty,  stating  that  he  "daily  perceives 
more  and  more  that  the  people  languish  for  want  of  some 
currency  to  revive  trade  and  business,  which  is  at  pre- 
sent wholly  at  a  stand;  wherefore  I  am  of  opinion,  tha) 
all  the  dispatch  imaginable,  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
paper  bill,  which  I  am  read}'  to  pass  as  soon  as  you 
please  to  bring  it  up,  for  I  think  the  urgent  necessities 
of  the  whole  people  most  justly  gives  it  a  preference 
to  all  other  business."  The  house  appointed  the  coln- 
mittee  of  conference,  who  returned  and  reported-— the 
house  disagree.  Thus  it  proceeded  iintil  the  2d  of  the 
first  month  (March)  1722-23,  when  the  bill  for  issvuiig 
£15.000  became  a  law.  Tlie  extreme  caution  which  was 
manifested  throughout  the  progress  of  this  business,  was 
occasioned  no  doubt  by  the  fear  of  the  depreciation  of 
their  bills,  having  some  striking  examples  before  them 
in  the -neighbouring  colonies.  The  good  effects  of  this 
emission  hiduced  the  Assembly,  during  the  same  year, 
to  issue  £30,000  more.  Further  difiicidties  occurred 
some  years  afterwards,  which  we  shall  take  occasion  to^ 
pgtice,  ;    .1' .  -  ' 


ITEMS  . 

From  Documents  accompanying  the  President's  Message. 

JPuhlic  Debt.— It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  that  there  was  paid  in  1825,  on 
account  of  the  debt,  the  sum  of  12,099,044  78.  This 
sum  was  not  all  derived,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  from 
surplus  reveime.  In  1825,  there  wewe  paid  $11,039,- 
444  60,  all  from  surplus  revenue;  in  1827,  .^10,001, 585 
98,- from  surplus  revenue;  and,  in  1828,  there  will  have 
been  paid  b}'  the  close  of  the  year,  also  from  surplus 
revenue,  §12,163,566  90,- making  .for  the  four,  years, 
§45,303,642  26.  Of  this  sum,  {530,373,188  01  were 
applied  to  the  principal,  and  ^14,930,454  25,  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  debt;  the  whole  of  the  former  having  gone 
towards  the  reduction  of  that  part  of  it  which  bears  an 
interest  of  6  per  cent. 

The  total  sum  that  will  have  been  paid  on  account  of 
the  debt,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  the  year  irt. 
which  the  Sinking-  Fund  Act  passed,  to  the  1st  of  Ja-' 
nuary  next,  will  be  5^146,669,773  4-8.  Of  this  sum 
§88,834,108  66,  were  paid  on  account  of  principal,  and 
§57,835,664  82,  on  account  of  interest.    -.".;=  ';;,■  ■■. 

Commerce  of  the  United  Stales. — The  importations  into 
the  United  States,  during  the  last  four  years;  amount,  in 
value,Ho  §350,202,469.  Those  for  a  portion  of  the 
present  year,  are  here  given  by  probable  estimate,  rather 
than  certain  knowledg-e.  The  exportations  for  the 
same  four  years,  calculated  in  the  same  way,  amount  to 
§337,202,426.  Of  the  latter,  §233,690,035  were  of 
domestic  produce  and  manufacture,  and  §104,133,391 
were  re-exportations  of  foreign  commodities.  The  im- 
portations for  the  four  years  preceding,  or  from  1821  to 
1824,  both  inclusive,  amount  to  §303,955,539;  and  the 
exportations  to  §287,820,350.  Of  the  latter,  §191,350, 
881  were  of  diimcstic  produce  and  manufactures,  and 
§96,469,469  re-exportation  of  foreign  articles.  It  is  cer- 
tain Ih.-it  the  whole  mercantile  shipping  of  the  Union,- 
including  that  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  as  welt 
as  all  that  is  embarked  in  foreign  commerct  and  the 
fisheries,  exceeds,  at  this  time,  1 ,500,000  tons.  That  of  • 
no  other  nation  is  probably  as  large,  England  cqcepted, " 
In  1818,  the  tonnage  of  tire  Union  was  but  little  more 
than  1.200,000  tons. ,  . 

Bcvemie. — The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the 
last  four  years,  these  being  all  chiefly  dependant  upot, 
the  importations,  amount  to  97,957,559  dollars  86  centn 
Those  for  the  present  year  arc  here  also  given,  in  pars.* 
b}'  estimate.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  time,  cal- 
culated in  the  same  way,  may  be  stated  95,585,518  dol^ 
lars  85  cents.  Of  this  sum,  besides  what  was  applied 
to  the  public  debt,  about  14,000,000  dollars  will  have 
been  exjiended  on  internal  works,  designed  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  comitiy,  or,  otherwise,  on  objecet 
not  belonglijg  to  the  mere  annual  -  support  of  govern- 
ment, in  its  civil,  niilltary  and  naval  establishments. — 
The  receipts  for  the  four  years  that  preceded,  were  84, 
728,010  dollars  7_1  cents;  and  the  expenditures  83,979, 
874  dollars  78  cents.  The  actual  receipts  from  all  sour-' 
ces  during  the  year  1827,  amounted  to  22,966,363  dol- 
lars 96,  which,  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  Janviary  of  that  year,  of  6,358,686  dollars,  18, 
gives  an  aggregate  of  29,325,050  dolls.  14  cts.  Of  the 
sum  received  as  above,  during  1827,  the  customs  yield- 
ed upwards  of  19,500,000  dollars,  and  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  nearly  §1,500,000  The  expenditures  of 
the  United  States  for  the  same  yeai-,  amounted  to  §22- 
656,764  04.  The  same  document  will  supply  a  speci- 
fication of  the  particulars,  and  show  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  of  .lanuary,  1828,  of  6,668,285  dol- 
lars  IG  cents.  The  actual  receipts  dvu'ing  the  three  first 
quartei's  of.  1828,  are  supposed  to  have  amounted  to 
§18,693,580  27;  and  those  of  the  fourth  quarter  it  is 
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supposed  will  amount  to  $5,461,283  40,  makijig  the  to- 
tal receipts  for  1828,  24,940,863  doils.  6r  cts.  ;  which, 
added  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary, as  above  stated,  gives  an  aggregate  of  30,r63, 
149  dollars  77  cts.  The  expenditures  of  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year,  are  supposed  to  have  amounted  to 
18,244,90"  dollars  91  cents,  and  those  for  the  fourth 
qua(Ser  it  is  supposed  will  amount  to  7',392,603  dollars, 
72  cents;  making,  the  whole  year,  25,63^,511  dollars, 
63  cents.  This  expenditure  includes,  as  the  items  in 
the  documents  will  show,  upwards  of  12,000,000  dolls, 
on  account  of  the  debt,  and  will  leave  in  the  Treasury, 
on  the  first  of  January,  1829,  an  estimated  balance  of 
5,125,638  dollars,  14  cents.  The  estimated  nett  reve^ 
luie  for  1829  from  commerce,  is  21,500,000  dollars;  that 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  mav  be  put  down  at 
1,000,000  dollars;  that  from  bank  dividends,  at  490, 
000  dollars;  and  that  from  incidental  sources  at  about 
150,000  dollars;  making  a  total  of  23,140,000.  The 
expenditures  are  estimated  thus:  For  the  whole  civil 
list,  including  miscellaneous  objects  ar,d  the  10,000,000 
dollars  for  the  debt,  §12,160,000;  for  the  military  estab- 
lishments, and  objects  in  connection  with  them,  5, ('60, 
000  dollars;  and  for  the  naval,^,  420,000  dolls.;  making 
on  the  whole,  21,640,000  dollars,  giving  an  excess  of 
receipts  for  the  y' ear  1S29  aver  its  expenditure,  of 
1,500,000  dollai-s.      ^      -  ■  ■  -  - 

SECiiETAnr  OF  AVar.  —  Troops  stationed  at  Fort  Del. — 
4th  regiment  of  artlllery,--l  company  commanded  by- 
Brevet  Major  Pierce,  5  commissioned  officers,  55  non- 
commissioned do.,  .musicians,  artificers  and  privates — 
Total  60.  ;  -    >        ,      s        ■  '  ' 

Recruits. — From  the  1st  January  to  30th  Sept.  182&, 
there  were  enlisted 

At  Easton,  Pa.    .  -       -       -       26  recruits 
Philadelphia    .      -       -  •  19  do. 

Pittsburg  ')-~-..-'  -  ■'  '"""■^      ^  <^'<5' 

Presg'  Me  Bay.  — The  works  projected  for  deepening 
the  channel  at  the  entrance  of  Presq'  Isle  Ba}',  have 
been  completed  in  a  substantial  and  satisfactor}-  manner, 
and  have  already  nearly  .accomplished  the  intended  ob- 
ject, there  being  in  no  place  less  than  seven  feet  water 
on  the  bar,  where  four  feet  was  formerly  the  greatest 
depth — and  steam-bo:Lts  and  other  vessels  navigating 
Lake  Erie,  enter  and  leave  the  port  without  difficulty. 
Violent  storms  on  the  lake,  have  caused  a  breach  in  the 
point  of  land  "forming  the  bay,  which,  if  not  repaired, 
ma}'  caus^  serious  injury  to  the  harbour,  by  producing 
a.' bar  inside.  An  appropriation  for  this  object  is  asked 
for. 

Piers  in  the  Delaware,  Neiu  Castle. — Their  construc- 
tion and  repair  have  pro.^-essed.  satisfactorily,  and  it  is 
expected  they  vvill  be  placed  before  the  end  of  the 
working  season,  out  of  danger  fi  om  the  ice.  Arrange- 
ments have  been.made  for  eftecting  the  repair  of  those 
at  PortPenn,  Marcus  Hook,  and  Fort  MifBin.  Cost  on 
opth  September,  6,967  dollars  76  cents. 

Surveys  made  under  the  act  of  30th  April  1824.' 

Of  the  Allegheny  Kiver,  from  Pittsburg  to  Franklin, 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  its  navigation. 

Reconnoissance  of  a  route  for  a  road  from  Unlontown, 
Pa.  through  Pittsburg  to  Lake  Ei  ie. 

^Wvrles  prqfecfed: — Fort  opposite  the  Pea  Patch,  Dcla- 
-ware  river.    Estimated  cost  347,257  dollars  71  cents. 


Jlpportioriment  of  Arms.- 
vania  for  1827,  2,341. 


-To  the  militia  of  Pennsyl- 


Number  of  Militia  lu  1827,  in  the  United  States 
1,208,419,  of  which  there  are  in  Pennsylvania,  188,620, 
m  New  York  165,883,  Virginia,  100,662,  Ohio,  110,364, 
New  England,  188,147. 
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Lead  made  in  the  Unitrd  Slate.^'  Mines,  from  1821  to 
30th  September,  1828,  22,299,564  lbs.  of  wliicli  12,311,- 
730  lbs.  were  made  during  the  vcai' ending  September 
30,  1828.  -  ■ 

Nnnther- cf  ' Fcnsio'icrs,  14th  October,  1828.  In 
Pennsylvania,  invalids,  338 — -non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  on  the  roll  under  act  of  18th 
March,  1818,  702.  Number  of  commissioned  officers  on 
roll  under  same  act,  35.  Ditto,  dropped  from  roll  of 
Revolutionary  Pensioners,  under  act  of  15111  May,  1828. 
5.  Number  of  officei's  di-oppcd  from  Invalid  Pension 
List  under  same  act,  1. 

Pensioners  who  have  died  In  Pennsylvania,  in  year 
ending  30th  September,  1828:  ' 

Revolutionajy  -  -  .  -  28  ■  '■  " 
Invalid        -    ,   .'^      .  ^  >        7       ■'  ■■ 


Pittsburg  agency,  9,  rcvolutionaiy.  Amount  of  funds 
transmitted  to  agents  in  Pennsylvania,  fTom4-th  Septem- 
ber 1827,  to  do.  1828 — to  pny  pensioners. 

Invalids  and  Revolu- 
Half  Pay.  tionary. 
Bank  U.  States,  Phllada.         §5551  85 

Ditto         Pittsburg        5516  69     26,604  3 1 
l<'avy  Yards  and  Stations. — Estimated  pay,  rations, 
and  all  other  allowances,  of  officers  and  others,  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  &c.  Philadelphia,  for  1829. 

Yard —  .  .  ,  _  y^.-.- 

1  captain 

1  master  commandant 
1  Lieutenant 


1       do.  ..  . 
1  master  . 
1  surgeon 
1  purser 
1  chaplain 
1  boatswain 
1  gunner 
1  steward 


?4066  75 
2010  75 
1492  25 
.   965  00 
1141  75 
.  1732  25 
1141  75 
1141  75 
.    741  75 
741  75 
•    307  75 


15,483  50 


Ordinary —  •    '  .  . 
1  lieutenant — 1  master — 1  carpenter — 
4  able    seamen — 6    ordinary  seamen 

Hospital — 
1  surgeon  and  1  surgeon's  mate — 1  ~> 
steward — 2  nurses — 2  w  ashers — 1  cook  5 

Civil— 

1  storekeeper,  (S1200,)  3  clerks,  1  mas-"^ 
ter  builder,  ($2300)— 1  clerk— 1  in-V 
spector  &  measurer  of  timber — 1  porter  j 

V,.  ...   .  630,241  00 


4,577  75 


4,029  75 


6,150  00 


Tha  Pennsylvaniu  ship  of  the  line  may  be  prepared 
for  sea  in  twelve  months — one  suit  of  sails  is  made,  and 
the  timber  for  masts  and  spars  considerablj-  advanced. 

Puritan  fi-igate  of  the  1st  class.  Hull  nearly  com- 
pleted-^the  board  works  in  great  forwardness.  AViU 
require  about  12,000  da}  s  work  to  complete  her.  She 
may  be  finished  in  three  to  five  months. 

Sea  Gull,  receiving  ship,  in  good  order. 

Cyane,  corvette,  requiring  extensive  repairs. 

Timher  delivered  at  Philadelphia,  under  act  of  3d 
March  1827. 

8208  cubic  feet  for  44  'i  for  live  oak 

5662         do.  sloops  3  frames. 

14197      ■  do.  frigates 
Post  Offices  in  the  United  States  in  1828,  7,651— 

yielding  a  revenue  of  §1,598,134.    Miles  of  post  road, 

I14',536. 

-    BREAKWATER.       '  • 
"The  act  making  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
Breakwater  near  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  bay,  re- 


eeivedyour  prompt  attention;  and  Us' execution,  und;ei' 
your  supervision,  was  confided  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy.  Immediate  measures  were  taken  to  advance  the 
work.  C .  C.'Biddle,  of  Philadelpliia,  was  appointed 
the  agent  for  the'  di^blirsement  of  the  money,  and  in- 
structions vveT'e  g'iven  for  his  guidance  and  direction. — 
He  has  executed  a  bond  with  -sufBcient  siu'eties,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  in  the  penalty  required 
of  navy  agents;  and  will -receive  the  compensation  al- 
lowed by  law  to  them.  His  accounts  will  be  transmit- 
ted to,  and  settled  qua)-terly  by,  the  Fourth  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury.  The  fund  and  expenditures  under  it 
will  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  all  others. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  Com.  Rogers,  Gen.  Bernard,  and 
William  Strickland,  Ksq.  were  appointed  commission- 
ers to  select  a  site,  and  prepare  a  plan  and  estimates  of 
the  work  for  the  approval  of  the  executive  and  naval 
officers  placed  under  their  control  to  make  the  necessa- 
ry soundings  and  surve3's.  They  have  been  employed 
sn  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  their 
report  is  daily  expected,  and  vvhen  received  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you.  William  Strickland  has  been  appointed 
the  engineer,  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  work. 
Advertisements  have  been  issued,  and  contracts  are  now 
under  consideratjon  for  a  part  of  the  materials.  These 
contracts  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  executed.  Prepara- 
tions will  be  made  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  coarse 
of  the  Spring  and  Suinraer  materials  will  be  delivered, 
and  the  wol  k  progress  to  the  extent  of  the  appropria- 
tion. An  adtiltional  appropriation  will  be  required  du- 
ring the  ensviing  session." 


-    A  SKETCH  OF  CRAWFOKD  COUNTY,  PA. 

{EAiraclcdfrom  iJie  Cruivford  Messenger.) 
CnAWFouD  CauNTY  is  situate  near  the  north-west 
corner  of  the  _  state — is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Erie — on  the' east  by  Warren  and  Venango — on  the 
south  by  Mercer  and  Venango— and  on  the  west  by  the 
state  of  Ohio.  Its  length  is  46i  miles,  and  its  breadth 
25^— and  contains  about  67U,('00  acres  of  land,  and  a 
population  of  about  15,000.  The.  land  generally  is  of 
good  quality,  and  but  little  or  no  waste  land  in  the 
county.  It  is,  howeveiv  moi'e  particularly  adapted  to 
the  raising  of  stock  than  of  grain — but  h.is,  nevertheless, 
an  ample  proportion  well  suited  to  ,  the  raising  of  all 
kinds  of  grain.  It  is  well  watered  and  timbered,  and  is 
peculiarly  favoui-ablc  to  health.  French  creek  enters 
it  from  Erie  county,  and  mearidcring  pretty  centrally 
throngh  it,  passes  out  through  a  small  portion  of  Mercer 
into  Venango  county,  and  empties  into  the  Allegheny 
river,  at  the  town  of  Franklin.  It  is  a  beautifid  stream 
of  water,  and  navig-able  for  large  boats  and  l  afts  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  year — and  affords  rgi  abundant 
supply,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  for  the  vai-ious  water 
works  established  on  its  banks.  It  contains  many  other 
handsome  streams  of  smaller  size,  bnt  sufKciently  large 
for  mills,  &.C. — as  t'ussewogo,  the  Big  and  Little  Sugar 
Creek,  Oil  Creek,  Woodcock,  Muddy  Creek,  and  Con- 
neauttee,  &c.  and  many  other  smaller  .streams— and 
abounds  with  fine  springs.  x\nd  there  are  three  hand- 
some lakes  in  the  county  — the  Coimeaut,  near  to 'the 
summit  level  xif  the  Pcimsylvania  Canal — the  Oil  Creek 
and  the  Sug-ar  Cret'k  lakes.  The  Conneaut  is  a  beauti- 
ful sheet  lof  water,  of  about  four  miles  by  two,  and 
abounds  with  fine  fish — the  other  two  are  of  smaller 
size,  but. are  handsome  vvaters. 

The  luarket  for  the  surplus  products  of  the  couritv,  • 
and  for  the'  supply  of  its  necessary  merchandize  will,' 
when  the  canal  from  Pittsbni-g  to  I'.rie  s'iall  be  com- 
pleted, be  principally  Pittsburg.  Indeed  tliis  is  in  a~ 
great  measure  the  case  at  present. 

Its  manufaciiu'es  are  chiefly  those  of  families  for  their 
own  consumption  and  comfort,  and  are,  I  pi-esume,  at  • 
least  tln-ec-fourths  of  all  the  maiuifactiires  used  in  the 
county. 

From  the  best  information  at  present  to  be  obtaiued 


and  which  from  the  source  from  whenee  it  is  derived, 
there  is  e-i'ery  reason  to  believe  very  nearly  correct, 
there  is  now  in  the  county  about  32  Grist  f,!ills — 6.5  Saw 
Mills— 8  Fulling  Mills— 2  Paper  Mills— 2  Oil  Mills— ,5 
Carding  Machines,  and  -41  .Distilleries — and  a  few  Ash- 
eries.  In  February,  18S7,  .through^  the  politeness  of 
the  county  comirilssloners  and  township  assessors,  at  the 
request  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Society,  here,  it 
was  pretty  correctly  ascertained,  that  145,831  lbs.  of 
Sugar,  from  the  sugai-  maple — 177,360  lbs.  Black  Salts 
and  Potash,  and  48,754  galls,  of  Whiskey,  w  ere  manufac- 
tured in  the  eoimty  in  1826.  And  that,  at  the  same  period, 
it  contained  51,522  acres  of  Cleared  Land,— 12,169  of 
Meadow— 2,970  Horses— 18,081  Cattle,  and  18,999 
Sheep.  These  articles  with  the  exception  of  Sugar,, 
SaltSj  and  Whiskey,  must  have  considej'ably  increased 
since  that  time;  at  least  ten  to  twenty  per  cent. 

The  county  has  not  been  explored  for  mineral  pro- 
ductions, but  it  is  well  ascertained  that  it  abounds  with 
iron  ore;  and,  no  doubt,  in  process  of  time,  as  they  are 
sought  after,  other  valuable  productions  will  be  found  in> 
it,  as  is  n^)w  the  case  in  the  adjoining  counties  ofMercef. 
and  Venango.  ... 

There  are  in  the  count]^  about  28  Churches  for  divine 
worship,  by  the  various  denominations  of  Christians^ 
and  about  62  Schools.     ■.  . 

The  several'  Societies  established  iu  the  county,  for 
benevolent  and  other  useful  purposes,  are — a  Bible  So- 
ciety—The Sabbath  School  Union  is  extended  pretty 
generally  throug-h  the  county— about  63  schools  have 
been  organized: — a  Colonization  Society,  auxiliary  to 
the  American  Colonization  Society — an  Internal  Im- 
provement Society — an  Agricultural  Society,  and  ara 
Emigration  Society. 

There  are  in  the- county  about  30  Stores  that  pay  li- 
cense; .and  no  doubt  tiicre  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
Taverns.  It  also  contains  about  ten  small  Villages^ 
with  Post  Office,  Stores,  &.c.  in  each. 

Mcadvilk  is  the  seat  of  justice,  and  contains  apopuJa- 
tlon  of  about  1200.  It  is  situated  on  tlie  left  bank  of 
French  creek,  uearHhe  northern  marglu  of  a  rich  and 
handsome  va'tiey,  tlirough  wliich  that  stream  meanders 
—is  pretty  central  in  the  county — about  37  miles  from 
the  town  of  Erie,  on  lake  Erie— 24  miles  from  Franklin^ 
on  the  Alleghen)',  and  90  miles  north  of  Pittsburg.  The 
town  plot  gradually  rises  from  the  water  to  its  centre, 
where  is  a  handsome  public  squarg  of  about  five  acres. 
Immediately  froutlng  the  square,  on  -the  east,  is  the 
Court-house,  which,  in  point  of-beauty,  convenience, 
and  workiiianship,  is  not  surpassed '  by  any  in  the  state. 
The  })lan  was  gratuitotisi)' furnished  by  our  distinguisli- 
ed  Architect,  Mr.  Strickland,  of  Philadelphia.  Its  walls 
are  of  brick  and  cut  stone,  and  it  is  adorned  by  a  hand- 
some cupola.  On  the  rising  ground,  a  short  distance- 
east  of  the  Court  House,  is  the  Presbyterian  Church-— 
a  good  and  convenient  building— its  walls  are  of  brick; 
and.ithasa  handsome  spire  ^nd  well-toripd  bell.  Im- 
mediately fronting  the.public  square,  on  the  west,  and 
near  to  the  norlli-west  corner,  stands  the  Episcopal 
Church— a"  very  tasteful,  neat,  and  convenient  building, 
in  the  GotliTc  -order;  and  with  a  handsome  tower — and 
coTitalfis  a  neat  and  well-toned  organ — its  walls  are  of 
brick,  painted  in, imitation  of  free  stone.  A  short  dis- 
tance west, of  the  public  square  is.  the  Acadenny — a  large 
handsome  and  convenient  building — its  walls  of  brick — 
and  has  a  neat  cupolaj  and  a  bell.  Near  the  northern 
.  border  of  the  town,  is  erected  the  State,  Arsenal — a  spa- 
cious, neat,  and  coiivenlent  brick  building.  And  a 
short -distance  north  of  the  Arsenal,  on  a  commanding 
eminence  overlooking  the  town,  and  the  valley  general- 
ly, stands  Bently  Hall,  the  edifice  of  Aliegheny  College 
— its  walls  are  of  brick- and  cut  stone,  and  in  tlie  Ionic 
order.  It  consists  of  a  main  building  60  feet  front  by  44 
feet  deep;  and  3  stories  high — and  two  wings  of  30  feet 
froPit  each,'  and  2  stories  high,  with  a  basement  story  un- 
der the  whole— and  has,  also,  a  handsome  cupola.  This 
building  would  justly  be  considered  an  ornament  in  any 


city  in  the  Union.  The  Methodist  Society  have  pur- 
chased a  handsome  lot  near  the  Presbx  terian  Church, 
and  are  preparing'  materials  for  th'e  erection  thereon  of 
a  neat  and  spacious  brick  church  for  their  accommoda- 
tioa.  And  on  the  north  border  of  tlic  town,  oiir  very 
worthy  and  enterprising  townsman.  Col.  ilagaw,  well 
known  as  Kh^- patentee-  of  Straw  Paper,  has  fitted  up  a 
large  and  convenient  frame  building-  for  the  manufacture 
of  that  cheap  and  valuable  article. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  description  of  our 
public  building's,  from  a  conviction  that  there  is  no  other 
town  in  the  state  of  the  population  of  Meadvill?,  that 
contains  one-half  the  number  of  equal!)'  handsome 
public  buildings;  and,  I  might  perhaps  witli  justice  add, 
there  is  no  town,  or  city  in  the  state,  with  the  exception 
of  Philadelphia,  where  the  number  is  exceeded.  The 
dwelling  houses  are  g'enerall)'  frame,  painted  v.  hite:  but 
thei-e  are,  howevesj  a  number  of  tasteful,  neat,  and  spa- 
cious brick  buildings,  which  would  be  ornamental  in 
any  of  our  large  cities.  \  _ 

In  our  Cliurches  we  have  worship  every  Sabbath, 
administered  by  clefg-vrnen"  highlj-  respectable  for  their 
ministerial  ■  qualifications,  and  as  members  -  of  socieb,-. 
And  we  have  also,- nearly- e\  er3- Sabbatli,  public  wor- 
ship, by  respectable  clergjniien  of  other  denominations. 

Our  College,  fi'om  .the  want  of  more:  ample  funds, 
for  the  endowment  of  Professorships,  is  aot  yet  in 
full'operation.  The  Reverend  Timothy  Alden,  Pre- 
sident of  the  College,  has  a -few  students,  who  at- 
.tend'him  at  his  residence  in  town.  The  College  Li- 
brary, js.  extensV\-e  and  valuable;  but  few  Colleges-in  the 
Union  have  libraries  of  equal  value.  _  It  contains  about 
eight  thousand  volumesof  well  selected,  books;  among 
^■hich  are  many  rare  and  .valuable  works.  ,  And,  not- 
withstanding our  leg'islature  has  been  liberal  towards  this 
institution,  we_ sincerely  hope  it  will  not  suffer  itto  lan- 
guish for  want  of  fitither  aid— and  this  I  fear  must  be  tiie 
case  without  such  aid — as  we  at  present  caa  see  no  pos- 
sible TQode  of  puttiirg  it  into  that  extensively  useful  ope- 
ration contemplated  in  the,  original  design,  without  the 
further  libei'ality  of  the  state..-      .  '  . 

Oui"  Academ}-  is.  well-supplied  with  a.competent  prin- 
cipal, and  othe-r  respectable  teachers.  The  languages, 
and -the  ■i-.trious  branches  of  an  Eiig-iish.  education,,  in- 
cluding-the  higher  bTanches,  as  the  Mathematics,  Natu- 
ral Philosophy,  Chemistry,  &c.  and  drav.'ing,  are  taug-ht 
in  the  various  apartments  of  the  building.  _  AVe  have 
also  other  highly  respectable  schools,  where  the  various 
branches  of  an  English  education  are  taught — and  pur 
Sabbath  Schools,  so  important  in  forming  the  characters 
of  the  young,  are  well  attended,  and  faithfulh'  conduct- 
ed b}' the  fi-iends. of  virtue  and  religion.. 

Our  Bench  and  our  Bar,  for  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, are  hig-hly  respectable  for  their  virtues  and  their 
talents — -And  our  Medical  department  is  not  without  its 
highly  respectable  and  skilful  Physicians.  .A^nd  not  to 
overlook  our  Political  department — we  have^t'wo  news- 
papers printed  in  the  town,  one  th^  advocate  oi-Mdains 
and  the  other  of  Jackson.     •        _  ■  I  •  - 

There  are  about  15  Stores  in^  the.  fos-n-— respectable 
for  amount  of  their  capital  and.  their  mode  of  J.oing-  bu- 
sinessj  and  we  have  10  Taverns,  among-  w^hich  are  some: 
that  for  good  fai'e,  neatness,  taste,  and  good  order,  may 
justly  vie  with  the  best  inns  in  the  Union,  , 

About  VT  JIails  carried  in  stages,  and  6  on  horseback, 
arrive  here  and  depart  weekly;  and  we  have  the  Phila- 
delphia newspapers  on  the  fifth-day  from  their  date. 

The  French  creek  feeder,  intended  to  feed  the  con- 
templated canal  from  Pittsburgh  to  Erie,  commences  at 
TJemus'  milk  on  the  east  side  of  French  creek,  about 
two  miles  north  of  Meadville-^passes  through  it,  and  to 
about  sis  miles  below  it,  where  it  crosses  French  creek, 
■and  falls  into  the  valley  of  the  outlet  of  Conneaut.lake, 
and  pursues  that  valiey  to  the  summit  level,  near  the 
Conneaut  lake.  The  len.gtli  of  this  feeder,  which  is"^  of 
-the  same  dimensions  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  is  about 
22  milesj  and  lies  entirely  in  tJiis  county.    The  whole  of 


it  lias  been  put  under  contract,  and  nearly  the  onc-lialf 
is  completed,  and  the  remainder  to  be  finished  the  com- 
in.g  season.  About  S2o0,0D0  is  presumed  to  be  the  cost 
of  it  when  completed:  and  upwards  of  §100,000  has  al- 
rea.dj-  been  expended  on  it.  v. 

I  have  now  given,  from  snch  sources'of  information  as 
ma}'  fairly  be  i  clied  on  for  theii-  correctness,  an  impar- 
tial statement  of  the  various  objects  embiaccd  in  it;  and 
which,  I  presume,  are  sufficiehtlj-  in  detail  to  answer  tlie 
purposes  fot  which  it  is  intended."  But  befol-e  1  close, 
it  may  not  be  amiss,  perhaps,  to  add  a  few  words  for  the 
benefit  of  persons  contemplating  a  western  residence  as 
farmers.  Tiie  brightening  prospects  of  this  section  of 
the  state,  have  much  to  recommend  them  to  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  fiu-mers  east  of  the  mountains,  wliose 
farms  are  too  sm.aU  t&be  divided  among  their  cliildren, 
so  as  to  afford  a  sufficient  quantity  to  each,  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  family  Jyyarauw^. 

It  possesses  all  tlie  conveniences  and  comforts,  of 
'  living-  that  are  enjoyed  east  ot  the  mountains.  It 
is  a.health}-  and  pleasant  countrj'  talive  in,  and  capable 
of  producing  in  abundance  all  the  productions  common 
to  the  eastern  part  of  the  state;  and  wlien  the  canal 
fi-om  Lake  Erie  to  Philadelphia  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, they  can  be  placf  d  in  the  market  of  that  citv,  at 
a  rate  much  more  profitable  to  those  who  produce  tliem 
than  like  products  east  of  tbe  moiuitains  can  be  so 
placed — and  for  the  plainest  of  all  reasons— that  the- 
lands  producing-  them  can  be  procured  at  one-fifth  the 
expense  of  lands  of  equal  quality  east  of  tlie  mountains. 
\e.YY  good  unimproved  lands  maj"  be  purchased  here  at 
two  dollars  to  four  dollars  per  acre-^depending  in  a 
great  measure,  at  jir^sent,  on  their  particular  situa- 
tions— and  well  improved  farms,  at  from  fivq^  dollars 
to  eight  dollars  per  acre.  This  country  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  raising  of  stock.^  The  numerous  droves  of 
fine  horses  and  cattle  taken  out  of  it  everj;  season,  is 
the  best  evidence  of  its  fitness  for  stock;  and  there  is  no 
mode  of  farming  so  easy  and  profitabie-as  that  of  raising 
stock;  more  particularly  in  a  country  like  this,  where 
grass  is  produced  so  alDundantly.  J  his  section  of  the 
state  must,  at  no  distant  day,  become  a  great  stock  coun- 
try. Emigraticir  to  it  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  no 
doubt  the  lands  will  ver_v  soon  take  a  rise,  and  increase 
with  the  progress  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  Those 
therefore,  v.lio  are  Toolang  to  this  quarter  of  the  state 
as  their  future  residence,  would  do  w:ell,  perhaps,  to 
provide  themselves  with  farms,  whilst  they  have  a  choice 
among  fhe  best,  and  wliile  five  farms  maj'  be.  purchased 
here,  for  the  product  of  one  of  equal  size  and  quality 
east  of  the  mountains  generally.  '  And  I  may  with  jus- 
tice add,  that  th_e  product  of  the  sale  of  one  farm  in  a 
number  of  the  counties  nearto  Philadelphia,  would  pur- 
chase ten  of  equal  size  and  quality  here.  It  is  confident- 
ly hoped  tlierefore,  that  this  golden  opportunity  will 
not  be  neglected  by  those  looking  to  the  west  for  their 
fiiture  residence. 

:  Meadville,  nec.15,  1828.      ,  V   ■•  -  . 


REMINISCENCES  OF  PUILADELPIiU. 
The  Stoct  Gestlemax. 
The  George  Inn,  (or Tavern,)  kept  by  one  Michael 
Dennison,  an  Englishman,  at  the  south-west  corner  of 
_Arch  and  Second  streets,  was,  at  the  time,  the  great 
rendezvous,  for  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  New 
York  and  Baltimore  mails.  Tlie  sign  was  but  a  rough 
painting-  of  St.  George,  on  horseback,  trampling  over, 
and  spearing  the  Dragon  do\\-n  and  through  the  throat. 
As  an  inn,  it  was  considered  the  most  styhsh,  and  the 
best  kept  house,  and  more  resorted  to  '\>y  sojourners, 
(especially  Englishmen)  and  travelling  gentlemen,  than 
any  other' in  the  city;  for  as  yet  the  splendid  hotel  had 
not  been  dreamed  of,  and  probably  nothing  could  give  a 
better  idea  of  tlie  astonishing  increase  of  our  beloved 
citv  in  wealth  and  population,  than  the  consideration, 
that  this  limited  building,  as  it  now  stands  at  the  corner, 
without  vard  or  back  buildings,  should  be  the  centre- 
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point  for  g-entcel  strangers,  fbreig-n  and  domestic:  and 
as  well  known  tlirough  tlic  Continent  to  the  travelling 
public  of  the  time,  as  Ballston,  at  the  present  day- 
Broadway  Head's   ]\jansio!i  House-^Rensliaw's  

Saints'  Kest — or  Barnum's  in  Baltimore.  The  range  of 
^tables,  westward  to  the  s.\ley,  and  the  middle  of  the 
street,  was  usually  a  busy  scene  of  hubbub,  in  washing- 
"chairs,"  currying  horses,  clatter  of  hoofs  on  the  peb- 
bled pavement — the  interminable  sound  of  the  pump 
handle,  and  shoutings  from  busy  hostlers  thereabout. — 
Groups  of  Gentlemen,  (the  most  conspicuous  among 
whom  would  be  the  Landlord,)  were  frequently  to  be 
seen,  viewing  the  points  of  horses  ridden  up  and  down 
for  their  inspection,  by  a  well  known  Horse  Fancier 
from  the  Emerald  Isle,  also  named  Michael,  and  belong- 
ing at  the  time  to  Dennison's  establishment.  He  was 
remarkable  for  his  suavily  and  good  humour  in  his  vo- 
cation, and  for  an  additional  display  of  his  white  squirrel 
shaped  teeth,  while  calling  tlie  attention  of  gentlemen, 
to  something  remai  Kable  about  his  "fin©  Hoss."  The 
Porch  of  the  Inn,  being  elevated  a  few  steps  above  the 
pavement,  on  the  shady  side  of  the  way,  was  generally 
filled  with  well-dressed  gentlemen,  lounging  in  tooth- 
pick attitude,  and  staring  at  people  passing  by.  Where 
do  you  dine?  At  the  George — was  frequently  to  be 
heard  as  question  and  answer. 

But  the  most  remarkable  character  to  be  seen  about 
the  Inn  was  Michael  Dennison  himself,  usually  called/ai 
Dennison,  the  largest,  and  most  probably  the  heaviest 
man  ever  seen  here,  weighing  as  they  said,  some  four  to 
five  hundred  pounds,  and  at  the  same  "activeas  a  cat." 
His  large  rotundity  in  front,  monstrousroundfat  jowl,  and 
niddy  full  moon  English  face,  was  the  stare  of  all  who 
saw  him,  also  his  active  movements  while  giving  his  di- 
rections to  his  subordinates  about  the  premises.  He 
was  highly  respected  by  every  one  as  "mine  Host." 
When  sitting,  his  knees  were  just  visible  to  himself^  but 
at  no  other  time. 

An  odd  quarrel,  or  rather  bandying  of  words,  be- 
tween him  and  a  slender  countryman,  seated  on  the  top 
of  a  wagon  load  of  straw,  near  the  Inn  door,  is  distinctly 
remembered,  as  causing  great  merriment  among  the 
lounging  people  and  bystanders.  During  the  dispute 
about  the  straw,  Dennison  compared  him  to  Pharaoh's 
"Ear,  blasted  by  the  east  wind, ""and  thin  as  his  own 
straw.  "Jonathan"  retorted  with  coolness  and  severitj^, 
and  among  other  things  compared  him  to  an  elephant 
without  his  trunk.  Being  both  out  of  the  reach  of  each 
other,  the  countryman,  (being  obliged,  occasionally, 
to  push  up  his  hat,  which,  being  too  large  for  his  head, 
would  settle  down  over  his  eye-brows,)_at  last  moved 
leisurely  off,  ci-acking  his  whip  by  the  way,  and  sending 
back  his  Parthian  replies,  until  out  of  hearing,  each  one 
producing  shouts  of  laughter,  joined  in,  sometimes,  by 
the  opponent  himself. 

Dennison  afterwards  sold  out,  he  having  realized, 
(they  said)  £5000  after  paying  all  his  debts.  The  cir- 
cumstance of  his  being  about  to  sail  to  England  in  the 
'Pigou,'  and  of  his  drawing  this  money  in  guineas,  out  of 
"The  Bank,"  caused  much  conversation,  and  the  follow- 
ing verses  in  Oswald's  paper: 

Lines  on  Michael  DENifisojr. 

His  bulk  increased  by  ale  and  venison, ' 
Alas!  we  soon  must  lose  good  Dennison. 
City  of  Pe????/ liis  loss  deplore, 
;■       Altho'  with  pain  his  bulk  you  bore! 
,  '       Michael  farewell!  Heaven  speed  thy  course. 
Saint  George  take  with  thee  and  thy  horse; 
But  to  pur  luipless  City  kind. 
The  watchful  Dragon  leave  behind. 
-  Micliael!  your  wealth  and  full  spread /ra/we, 

Shall  publish  Pennsylvania's  fame. 
Soon  as  the  planks  beneatli  you  crack,  ' 
The  market  shall  be  hung  with  black. 

Alicliael!  her  stores  might  sure  content  ye, 
-       In  Britain,  none  boast  greater  plenty, 


The  Bank  shall  with  the  market  join, 
To  weep  at  once— thee,  and  thy  coin; 
Thy  guineas  ranged  in  many  a  pile. 
Shall  swell  the  Jjride  of  Britain's  Isle; 
Whilst  England's  Bank  shall  smiling  greet, 
The  wealth  that  came  from  Chestnut  street. 

His  astonishing  bulk,  and  the  limited  ships  cabins  of  the 
time;  which  bore  no  comparison  with  tlie  roomy  elegance 
of  the  present  day,  was  the  cause  of  some  rough  jokes 
on  the  subject.  Rumour  with  her  hundred  tongues, 
said,  that  he  arrived  safe  in  the  Thames,  and  moreover, 
th:it  in  his  native  city  of  Carlisle,  while  sitting  with  his 
family,  at  the  dinner  table,  he  was  seized  by  an  apo- 
plex\',  and  immediately  expired.    (So  'twas  said.) 

LANG  SYNE. 


■  '  ^ - EXTRACTS  ■ 

From  a  Report  on  tlie  suLJed  of  connecting  Manual  Lahour 
with  study— presented  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Fliiladel- 
phla  Matiual  Labour  Academy,  at  a  meeting  held  Dec. 
1828. 

A  GESEKAE  View  of  the  System  which  Cojtnects 
Mancal  Labouii  with  Study. 
This  system,  when  adopted  as  a  mode  of  literary  dis- 
cipline, is  not  to  be  considered  a  mere  theory,  recom- 
mending to  studious  youth  a  suitable  attention  to  bodily 
exercise.    For  that  has  been  Usually  done,^  however 
small  its  practical  effect.    Nor  does  it  contemplate  a 
systematic  pursuit  of  all,  or  of  any  of  the  manual  arts. 
It  is  not  intended  to  form  complete  farmers  or  mecha- 
nics, although  this,  result  may  incidentally  occur,  and 
may  in  some  cases  be"  considered  a  desirable  object. — 
But  the  great  end  proposed,  is  to  cultivate  the  mind,  to 
develope  its  faculties  in  the  bestmajmer  and  at  the  same 
time  to  preserve  such  a  vigor  of  constitution  as'  to  ena- 
ble the  student  to  serve  by  his  attainments,  the  most  ef- 
fectlvo  practical  purposes.    Bodily  labo^ir  is  incorpora- 
ted with  study  systematically,  because  v/ithout  system 
nothing  valuable  is  effected.    Without  it,  labour  is  sel- 
dom petformed,  and  when  performed  is  seldom  placed 
to  any  good  account.    The  radical  principle  embraced, 
in  the  system  is,  that  the  recreation  of  the  student  shall 
be  fixed  and  regular,  certain  portions  of  time  daily  being 
set  apart  for  that  purpose;  and  that  it  shall  be  of  such 
a  description  as  to  afford  him  some  profit  and  a  degree 
of  permanent  pleasure.    The  sy.stem  with  these  essen- 
tial features,  admits  a  variety  of  modifications.  The 
manual  employment  may  be  exclusively,  either  agricul- 
tural, horticultural  or  mechanical,  or  it  may  embrace 
each  of  them  in  part  or  the  whole  together.  That 
which  has  been  pursued  at  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
Maryville,  Tennessee,  and  that  of  the  Oneida  Academy 
in  the  state  of  New  York  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil.    The  plans  of  recreation  formed  by 
societies  of  students  at  Middlcbury  and  at  Andover  are 
mechanical.    The  exercises  however  at  these  places 
are  not  incorporated  with  the  institutions,  but  were  in- 
troduced  by  private  and  voluntary  associations  for  the 
sake  of  promoting  health. 

The  Fellenburg  school  may  be  considered  a  complete 
system,  combining  with  Study  all  the  useful  arts  and 
forming  an  encyclopedia  for  the  education  of  youth. — 
The  object  of  this  education  was  different  from  that 
which  this  country  requires.  It  was  intended  generally 
to  fit  youth  for  the  common  occupations  of  life,  the  arts 
they  pursue  being  a  ^rwcjjoa/ attainment,  and  without 
aimmg  at  a  liberal  education. 

No   ClIANSE  IS   COKTEMPXATED   IS  THE  OKDUTAUT 

Course  or  Stlbt. 
"In  this  respect  the  Manual  Labour  School  does  not 
differ  from  other  classical  schools.  With  them  it  may 
receive  all  the  improvement.?,  which  the  experience  of 
the  world  and  modern  ingenuity  are  capable  of  recom- 
mending-, But  its  object  is  not  to  change  or  modify  any 
part  of  the  usual  literary  course.    It  commences  where 
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an  English  education  leaves  off",  because  previous  to  this- 
period  the  connection  of  labour  with  study,  as  far  as  re- 
quisite, can  generally  be  managed  by  parents  at  home. 

The  extent  to  which  instruction  may  be  carried,  will 
depend  on  the  endowments  of  tlie  Institution,  and  the 
number  of  instructors  employeil.  It  will  naturally  em- 
brace the  studies  of  the  three  years  usually  spent  in 
preparing'  for  the  Freshman  class  in  college.  Or  it  may, 
as  grammar  schools  often  do,  furnish  instruction  for  the 
two  succeeding  years,  and  fit  young  meij  for  the  junioi- 
class.  If  this  could  be  done,  it  might  be  a  convenient 
arrangement  for  students,  in  those  years  when  they  are 
not  yet  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the  peculiar  be- 
nefits afforded  in  a  college,  and  when  the}'  are  usually 
instructed  by  young,  inexperienced  men.  Here  they 
might  enjoy  perhaps  better  instruction  at  a  much  cheap- 
er rate. 

While  on  this  topic,  permit  me'  to  offer  a  suggestion 
with  regard  to  the  organization  of  the  higher  semina- 
ries. Might  they  not  be  rendered  more  useful,  if  they 
admitted  none  below  the  junior  class,  in  age  and  attain- 
ments? A  few  eminent  instructors  would  then  be  suffi- 
cient and  government  would  be  comparatively  simple 
and  eas}',  for  the  society  would  be  composed  of  men  and 
not  hoys.  On  the  other  hand  the  familiar  and  parental 
method  of  treatment  of  which  grammar  schools  are  sus- 
ceptible, seems  to  me  vastly  better  suited  to  form  the 
moral  habits  and  discipline  the  youthful  mind.  The  si- 
tuation of  a  boy  in  a  college,  as  it  usually  is,  I  consider 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  situations  in  which  he  can  be 
placed.  He  has  the  opportunity  of  learning  vice  and 
infidelity  in  an  awfully  ripe  state,  and  is  out  of  the  reach 
of  any  immediate  and  direct  moral  influence.  These 
evils  would  be  greatly  diminished  by  a  system  of  manual 
labour,  which  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  adopted  in  every 
college  and  every  professional  school.  But  it  must  be- 
gin in  the  more  elementary  schools,  otherwise  it  cannot 
be  easil}  inti-oduced  as  a  general  thing,  into  those  of  a 
higher  grade.  It  should  be  incorporated  with  the  early 
habits  of  the  student  and  should  be  continued  long 
enough  to  render  it  easy  and  pleasant." 

The  Plan  of  the  Philabelphia  Manuai,  Labodr. 

ACADEMT. 

1  propose  now  to  exhibit  in  brief  detail,  the  particu- 
lar plan  contemplated  by  the  Association  which  you  re- 
present. It  should  be  kept  steadily  in  view  that  your 
primary  object  is  to  educate  young  men  for  the  ministry 
and  that  even  when  you  adnnit  others  who  do  not  avow 
this  design,  you  aim  at  the  same  general  object,  by  in- 
stilling into  their  minds  the  principles  of  virtue  and  piety, 
and,  thus  preparing  them  for  eminent  usefulness,  whether 
as  gospel  ministers,  as  statesmen,  physicians,  oi'  school 
masters.  To  bring  them  under  such  an  influence  it  is 
necessary  to  found  an  institution  with  ample  means  of 

■  instruction  in  the  branches  of  literature  proper  to  be 
taught.  Then  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  Manual 
Labour  System,  you  will  have  as  the  principle  ingre- 
dient in  the  foundation,  a  farm  of  such  a  size  as  will 
furnish  enough  of  all  kinds  of  produce  for  the  necessary 
consumption  of  the  occupants.  On  this  foundation  you 
will  project  a  variety  of  employments,  such  as  garden- 
ing, joiner-work,  and  any  other  kind  of  business  which 
maybe  found  convenient  and  profitable.  Somereasons 
may  be  urged,  as  they  have  been,  in  favour  of  particular 
arts,  to  the  exclusion  of  farming.  But  your  plan  ap- 
pears preferable  for  the  following  reasons. 
:  1.  It  is  not  desirable  that  the  institution  should  be 
much  involved  in  traflic,  which  must  be  the  case  if  it 
.were  chiefly  occupied  in  arft  wliich  did  not  directly  sup- 
ply its  wants. 

2  It  is  desirable  that  such  arts  should  be  cultivated  as 
■will  be  generally  useful  to  the  students  in  after  life,  and 
with  which  many  of  them  may  have  been  previously  ac- 
quainted. 

3.  If  any  particular  art  should  be  selected  on  account 
of  the  extraordinary  profit  which  it  would  afford,  there 


would  of  course,,  be.  competition  from  otlier  quarters, 
wliich  would  soon  cut  ofi' tiiis  profit,,  and  leave  the  insti- 
tution without  resource.  Whei'eas,  if  farming  be  car- 
i-ied  on  to  a  considerable  extent  it  will  afford  a  sort  of 
permanent  independence,  the  ess£ntials  of  a  subsist- 
ence will  be  made  sure.  As  the  concerns  of  such  an 
institution  must,  in  any  case,  require  teams  for  the  con- 
ve3'ance  of  its  materials  and  productions,  the  cidtivatian 
of  land  to  the  extent  to  which  these  can  be  employed, 
will  be  a  very  small  additional  expeTise.  Farming  will 
afford  emploj-ment  at  all  seasons  for  a  number  of  hands, 
and  if  a  considerable  detachment  of  the  corps,  be  occu- 
pied in  mechanics,  these  may  too,  in  seasons  of  particu- 
lar pi-essure,  render  useful  aid  on  the  farm.  If  it  be 
asked  how  much  land  is  necessary  i'  The  answer  must 
depend  on  conting-encies — on  the  number  of  students 
which  you  design  to  accommodate,  and  on  the  propor- 
tion of  them  tliat  3'ou  would  employ  in  agriculture. — 
Yet  there  is  no  difficulty;  if  the  farm  should  be  larger 
than  the  students  would  cultivate,  the  cultivation  by 
hired  assistance  would  be  profitable  to  the  Institution. 
I  suppose  that  about  100  acres  of  arable  land  could  be 
tilled  with  advantag-e  by  30  students  and  would  yield 
produce  enough  for  60.  The  experiment  made  by  the 
Oneida  Academjr  would  justify  this  calculation. 

The  LocatioNj  Buhdisgs,  &c. 

The  place  should  be  healthy— the  reasons  are  sufR- 
ciently  obvious.  The  soil  should  be  of  a  good  quality, 
capable  of  affording  a  liberal  reward  to  the  cultivator. 
The  proximity  of  mills,  a  church,  &c.  may  be  worthy  of 
coubidcratlbn.  The  character  of  the  neighbouring  so- 
ciety may  be  regarded,  but  yet  it  is  of  less  consequence 
than  might  appear  at  first  view.  The  families  and  stu- 
dents of  the  school  should  form  a  society  both  pleasant 
and  profitable  wifliin  themselves,  and  the  students  will 
have  little  leisure  to  mingle  much  with  others.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  too,  that  their  moral  influence  would  be  sensi- 
bly felt  in  the  neig-hbouring  places.'  Commercial  ad- 
vantages are  desirable,  if  they  can  be  had  consistently 
with  more  important  cpnsiderations,  such  as  health, 
quietness,  sufficient  ground  for  ciUtivation,  and  clicap- 
ness  of  accommodations  and  style  of  living.  These  things 
being  properly  weighed,  will  determine  how  near  tlie 
city  the  place  ought  to  be  selected.  Buildings  should  be 
provided  for  two  families  of  Professors  with  some  room 
for  the  entertainment  of  strangers.  Students' dormitories 
should  be  so  numerous  as  that  each  shall  not  contain 
more  than  two  occupants.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have 
for  the  school  a  dining  room  and  a  recitation  room. 

Shops  should  also  be  provided  to  an  indefinite  extent. 
Besides  farming  utensils,  and  some  for  carpenter  work, 
there  should  be  procured  several  sets  of  bench  tools. 
One  bench  might  accommodate  two  individuals. 

Stock  for  the  farm,  consisting  of  horses,  cows,  hogs, 
&c.  must  in  the  first  instance  be  provided. 

InTEHNAI  GnGAKIZATIOJf. 

In  order  to  conduct  the  plan,  even  on  the  smallest 
scale,  there  should  be  two  professors,  so  that  in  the  .ab- 
sence of  one,  the  other  should  be  on  the  ground,  and 
that  the  different  branches  of  instruction  by  being  divid- 
ed may  be  more  thoroughly  taught.  It  is  requisite  that 
they  should  be  good  scholars  and  practical  instructors 
and  that  they  should  be  acquainted  with  manual  labour, 
that  they  may  in  every  respect  be  useful  to  their  pupils. 
Unless  they  are  acquainted  with  the  business  of  fiirming, 
much  loss  and  expense  must  be  sustained  in  that  depart- 
ment. Two  professors  thus  quahfied,  may  be  able  to  con 
duct  an  extensive  establishment,  by  the  aid  of  tutors  and 
temporary  assistants,  in  the  department  of  instruction, 
as  well  as  in  those  of  agriculture  and  the.  mechanic  arts. 

The  students  in  their  studies,  may  be  classed  accord- 
ing to  their  attainments,  and  the  same  principle  may  be 
observed  with  regard  to  their  exercise. 

Reasonable  charges  maybe  made  for  their  tution,  fuel, 
light,  washing,  room,  &c.  unless  so  far  .as these  expenses 
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may  be  covered  b}' the  avails  of  labour.  There  should 
be  in  the  institulion  a  Reg-istrar  or  accountant,  acquaint- 
ed with  practical  book  keeping-,  who  shall  keep  an  accu- 
rate account  of  all  its  incomes  and  expenditures. 

The  instructors  witli  their  families  may  receive  board,- 
in  kind,  the  same  as  that  of  the  students,  providing-  at 
their  own  expense  whatever  they  recjuire  more.  This 
Board,  with  their  house  rent,  and  the  fees  of  the  stu- 
dents, will  probably  be  an  adequate  compensation; 
which,  however,  will  be  ascertained  and  regulated  by 
the  Trustees.  ■-  '  . , 

1  shall  close  this  report  by  addhng-    "      "  ,  ~-  '■  "  '  • ' 

.  •  _A  Statemest  op  the  genetial  advantages  or  the 
System. 

1.  It  is  economical.  This  is  so  obvious  from  its  pro- 
minent and  characteristic  features,  thut  it  needs  no  proof, 
since  it  is  self-evident  tbat  labour  is  more  productive 
than  idleness.  But  besides  it  is  rendered  still  more  eco- 
nomical by  being-  extended  so  as  to  embrace  a  hu-g-e 
number  wlio  are  engag-ed  In  the  same  pursuits.  The 
expense  of  each  individual  decreases  with  the  increase 
of  the  whok  number. 

2.  It  will  afford  superior  advantages  for  improvement 
chiefly  from  the  circumstance  just  ment'ioned  of  its  being 
placed  on  a  large  scale.  The  mutual  improvement  of 
students  under  proper  regulations,  is  greater  where  they 
are  associated  in  a  large  number  than  in  a  small.  The 
abundance  and  vanety  of  their  subjects  of  conversation 
are  increased^  there  is  a  wider  field  of  observation  upon 
human  character,  and  the  stimulus  to  effort  and  the 
sphere  of  action,  like  that  of  a  little  commonwealth  is 

~  increased. 

3.  The  characters  of  young-  rnen  will  be  ti-ied.  The 
characters  of  youtb,  either  as  to  intellect  or  moral  habits 
are  often  for  years  unknown  to  others,  and  even  to 
themselves.  They  are  known  only  in  some  pai-ticular 
branches  of  study,  for  which  perhaps  they  have  a  pecu- 
liar t.iste  or  aversion.  Their  capacities,  in  other  re- 
spects, are  yet  to  be  developed,  and  will  often  exhibit  a 
character  vei-y  unlike  what  was  anticipated.  The  ad- 
vantage which  this  system  possesses  is,  that  b)'  different 
employments  which  occupy  nearly  the  whole  time  of 
the  student,  having  numerous  companions  and  coming 
into  frequent  interview  witli  his  instructors,  he  will  in 
the  midst  of  all  these  circumstances,  exhibit  so  many 
points,  that  some  correct  idea  may  be  formed  of  his 
character. 

4.  More  young  men  of  worth  will  be  educated.  It 
will  bring  forward  numbers  who  have  hitherto  been 
kept  back  either  by  a  want  of  resources,  or  by  an  aver- 
sion to  the  indolent  or  licentious  habits,  so  often  acquired 
in  seminaries  of  learning — it  will  bring  forward  young 
men  of  genius  and  enterprise  from  the  obscurity  of  indi- 
gence, and  will  induce  plain  men  in  moderate  circum- 
stances to  give  their  sons  a  better  education  and  render 
them  more  useful.    See  Dr.  Alexander's  Letter.* 

5.  It  will  promote  an  independent  and  enterprising-  spi- 
rit. It  will  exert  this  influence,  either  on  the  sons  of 
wealth  who  would  otherwise  be  enervated  by  luxury 
or  on  indigent  youth,  who  might  otherwise  lean  upon 
charity  and  acquire  a  habit  of  mean  and  servile  depen- 
dence. 

6.  It  will  directly  promote  piet}'.  Its  leading  feature 
will  have  this  tendency,  and  this  subject  will  no  doubt 
be  always  kept  in  view  by  its  annual  guardians  and  its 
immediate  conductors.  Although  the  study  of  piety 
will  not  be  the  principal  ernployment,  yet  this  will  be 
the  cardinal  point  to  which  all  Other  departments  will 
have  their  ultimate  reference,  and  to  which  they  will  be 
made  subsei-vient. 

7.  The  plan  is  adapted  to  form  the  best  characters. 
By  the  variety  of  employment,  all  the  faculties  of  body 
and  mind  may  be  most  successfully  developed,  and  by~ 


its  moral  and  religious  influence,  it  may  inculcate  the 
purest  and  most  elevated  principles  of  moral  i-ectitude. 
]3y  these  advantages  combined,  we  may  anticipate  the 
fortnation  of  the  most  excellent  and  useful  characters. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  MONTEITII,  Agent. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  11,  1828. 

PHILADELPHIA  DISPENSARY— Annual  Report. 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  pa- 
tients have  been  under  the  care  of  the  Dispensary,  since 
last  report,  to  -wit,  from  December  1827  to  December 
1828— 


Remaining  from  last  year  -  V'  --.  ; 

34 

Admitted  since  last  year  ;.  -  .  .  .  '  -.  ~ 

3589 

3623 

Of  whom  the  number  recovered  is 

3450 

Relieved    _  "  -  .  -       -    -       -  ..  • 

26 

Died       - _      -    -  ^      ■-  . 

68 

Discharged,  irregular  and  uncertain 

37 

Removed         -       -       -  .  - 

IT 

Remaining  under  care 

-  ,     _  25 

3623 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands, 

Decem- 

her,  1827         .....       $106  31. 
Since  which  time  he  has  received — 
In  annual  contributions    -       -       -  .     .  ,     455  90 
Interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages  -       240  86 

Dividends  on  United  States  Bank  Stock         351  77 

Do.  on  bank  stock  -  -  -  209  00 
Dividends  on  Schuylkill_  Permanent  Bridge 

stock         .       -       -       -       -       -  20  00 

-House  rent,  including  proportion  of  Income 

on  Real  Estate,  bequeatliedby  James  Wills  465  00 

Ground  Rents   105  00 

Principal  of  bond  of  Israel  Jacobs  paid  in         80  00 

Do.  of  Southern  Dispensary  -  -  1000  00 
Legacy  of  John  Grandom,  deceased,  nett 

amount      -       -        -        -        r  - 
Amount  received  under  the  will  of  Dr.  Chas. 

Brown,  deceased,  from  the  administrator, 

on  account  of  dividends  on  bank  stock 
Cash  borrowed  of  Joseph  M.  Paul,  to  meet 

the  engagements  of  the  institution  220  00 

Donation  from  Edward  Needles      -       -         10  00 
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EXPENDITURES. 
House  expenses    -  - 

Medicines,  &c.  

Repairs  at  Dispensary  and  water  rent  - 
Apothecary's  salary       -  ... 
Taxes  and  repairs  in  Zane, street  - 
Books  and  stationary     -       -      -  - 
Paid  for  United  States  Stock  -'  - 
Balance  remaining  in  Treasurer's  hands 


$4863  09 

$460  58 
1315  18 
195  28 
400  00 
57  57 
29  50 
2400  00 
4  99 

$4863  09 


See  Register,  vol.  II.  p.  257. 


In  submitting  the  annual  account  of  patients,  with  a 
statement  of  receipts  and  payments,  the  managers  would 
remark  that  the  usefulnes  of  the  Institution  has  been 
rarely,  if  ever,  more  conspicuous  than  during  the  last 
3'ear.  On  the  western  side  of  the  city  an  unusual  degree 
of  sickness  prevailed,  especially  in  the  autumnal  months, 
and  hundreds  of  industrious  persons,  whom  disease  for 
a  time  disqual  ified  from  earning  the  means  of  support, 
have  not  only  been  administered  unto  for  their  recovery, 
but  by  the  timely  and  efficient  aid  of  the  Dispensary, 
were  kept  above  permanent  dependence,  a  conditio^ 
into  which  they  would  no  doubt  otherwise  have  fallen. 

Thi  patrons  of  these  effectual  charities  ought  there- 
fore to  be  gratified,  under  a  conviction  of  the  benefits 
they  have  hitherto  conferred,  and  encouraged  to  conti- 
nue their  support  towards  them,  in  the  belief  that  they 
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may  in  future  be  a  providential  means  of  impaftiiig-  suc- 
cour to  the  sick  and  the  afflicted. 

The  annual  contributions,  donations,  and  leg'acies  of 
the  charitable,  will  be  received  as  usual,  by  the  Trea- 
surer, Joseph  M.  Paul.  No.  316  Mulberry  street — at  the 
Dispensary,  in  Fifth  between  Chesnut  and  Walnut  sts. 
— and  by  all  the  Managers.  - 

Published  by  direction  oftlie  Board  of  Managers. 

WM.  WHITE,  President. 

Caspar  WisTAR,  Secretarj'.  r/'-  '  • 

Fhtladelphia,  Dec.  13,  1S28.  v  --  -"  ~ 


TAXABLES  OF  WAYNE  COUNTY^  1828. 


Damask  Table  Linen.— 'Sir.  Hamilton  Stewart,  of  Pitts- 
burg', has  commenced  the  manufacture  of  Damask  Table 
Linen;  the  Stateman,  of  tliat  city  observes,  that  "the 
Table  Cloths  are  extremely  neat,  and  what  is  of  equal 
importance,  they  are  very  cheap,  and  of  a  texture  that 
will  insure  service  and  durabiht)-.  In  weaving  the  cloth, 
tlie  threads  are  so  arranged  and  managed,  that  almost 
any  figure,  name,  or  letters  can  be  made  to  appear  in 
full  view  upon  the  surface." 


TABLE, 

Showing  the  number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  living  in  each 
County  of  the  State,  from  the  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  Legislature  in  \^2^,   ...    .    '.-         .         ."  -  . 


1.  Adams  45 

2.  Allegheny  .60 

3.  Armstrong  25 

4.  Beaver  -43 

5.  Bedford  52 

6.  Berks       -  ^  .  87 

7.  Bradford  40 
S.  Bucks  59 

_  9.  Butler   ~  ,  31 

10.  Cambria-   ~  12 

"11.  Centre  42 
.12,  Chester  /  •  71 
13.  Clearfield         '  14 

-14.  Columbia  37 

15.  Crawford  32 

16.  Cu.mberland  66 

17.  Dauphin  39 

18.  Delaware  18 

19.  Erie  31 

20.  Fayetfe  -  ■  ,  54 

21.  Franklin  60 

22.  Greene     -  r-    -   -  35 

23.  Huntingdon  59 

24.  Indiana  '  23 

25.  Jefferson  4 

26.  Lancaster  90 

27.  Lebanon  34 


28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 


Lehigh" 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean  _  ^ 

Mercer-      ',  "■  ' 

Mifflin.- 

Montgomeiy 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Philadelphia  Co. 

Perry  .  • 

Pike 

Potter 

Somerset 

Susquehanna 

SchuylliiU 

Tioga  . 

Union  _ 

Venang'o 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland 
York 


32 
-45 
53 
8 
'31 
"55 
63 
65 
37 
66 
34 
14 
4 
46 
22 
26 
.  20 
33 
19 
11 
90 
17 
60 
83 

2108 


Of  whom  were  appointed  by  Gov.  Mifflin  between 
1791  and  1793         -       -       -       -  30 
1794  and  1796  .       .       .  30 

1797  and  1799         - .  "  ■  64  - 

—  124 

By  Governor  McKean  between 
"     1800  and  1802    -      -       .  .  47 

1803  and  1805      ■  -J-  :  ^:  ^  57 

1806  and  1808        '  ' .,  -  •    - '  151 


By  Governor  Snyder  between 
1809  and  18U 
1812  and  1814 
1815  and  1817 

By  Governor  Findlay  between 

1818  and  1820  - 
By  Governor  Hiester  between 

1821  and  1823 


  255 

150 
193 
230 

—  573 

432 
724 


Township  of  Scott      t----:---  ^. 

Preston  -    ■  -■ 
■(".■  ■'    Buckingham"  -  .. 
Manchester  ■' /  ■ 
Damascus  ■> 
Lebanon" 
Mount  Pleasant 
Canaan  - 
Dy  berry 
Berlin 
.  Palmyra 
Salem 

Sterling       ' -'- 
Borough  of  Bethany. 


44 
50 
40 
42 
128 
58 
227 
187 
232 
37 
76 
117 
84 
59 

1381 


Total       -       -       .       "■■■'-•••■.V/ii- .  2108 


Which  at  the  calculation  that  one-fifth  of  the  popula- 
tion are  taxables,  would  give  6905  inhabitants.  In 
1820  this  county  contained  4127  inhabitants. 

Taxables  in  1814  551  Increase. 

1821    ■  -  ;   •,  •    979  428 
1828  -  ■  .  ■■      1381         ,  402  - 
Being  at  the  rate  of  77  2-3  per  cent,  fi-om  1814  to  1821 
And  of  41  do.  1821  to  1828 

Or  an  average  of  59|  pei"  cent,  for  14  years.  ' 

The  gentleman  who  furuished  us  with  tTieabove  tabfe, 
states,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  on  that'  siibject — that 
Wayne  county  possossesjio /j-o??  Works,  althougb  it  con- 
tains abundance  of />-o«  Orf;  its  principal  article  of  ex- 
port is  itinzSe?".  We^re  happy  to  learn  from  him  that 
he  is  engaged  in  compiling  a  work,  which  is  intended 
to  embrace  tlie  topography,  geology,  and  botany,  of 
Wayne  County,  together  with  such  other  information  as 
maybe  deemed  useful  respecting  that  county.  The 
work  will  contain  14  maps,  the  plates  of  which  are  in 
-the  hands  of  an  engraver  in  this  city,  and  nearly  com- 
pleted— it  will  be  published  in  the  course  of  the  winter. 
We  hope  his  example  will  be  imitated  by  gentlemen  in 
other  counties;  it  is  from  those  who  reside  in  the  inte- 
rior, that  we  must  expect  to  be  furnished  with  the  most 
correct  informatio.n  of  that  section  of  the  state.     ..~  . 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 


City  Commissioners. 


Thomas  Tomkins 
Robert  Cooper 
George  W.  Williams  j 
Henry  Benner^ — Superintendent  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict. 

James  Houston — Superintendent  of  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict. 

John  Norvell — City  Clerk. 

T.'u-I-  \  -Clei  ks  of  the  High  street  Market.  '" 

Philip  AVcirn  >  " 

John  Carlisle,  Clerk  of  Second  street  market.         '  ^ 

Samuel  Taylor,  Clerk  of  Broad  street  market. 

John  McLean,  ?    tt-  t,         ^  1  1 

T  Ti     u-  t  High  Constables.  ^- 

James  \V.  Hutchinson,  >  ° 

William  Barger— Captain  of  the  Nightly  Watch. 

Jacob  Zeller— Lieutenant  of  the  Nightly  Watch. 

Benjamin  Duncan — Corderat  tlie  Drawbridge. 

William  Ogden — Deputy  Corder  at  the  Drawbridg-e. 

William  Stephens — Collector  of  the  Water  Rents. 

John  Trout — Collector  of  the  City  Taxes  for  Upper 
Delaware  and  North  Mulberry  AYai  ds. 

John  Hoskins — Collector  for  Lower  Delaware  and 
South  Mulberry  Wards. 

Ennion  AVilliams — Collector  for  High  street  Ward. 

William  Bozorth — Collector  for  North  Ward. 

William  Davis — Collector  for  Chestnut  Ward. 


IG 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Banl.  MC'Curd)-,  Collector  for  Middle  Ward. 
William  f.  Sniilh — Collector  for  Walnut  and  South 
Wards. 

David  McClm-e— Collector  f.n- Dock  Ward. 

Kobert  Miles — Collector  for  Locust  Ward. 

Saml.  Reed — Collector  for  Pine  &  N.  Market  Wards. 

Thomas  Black — Collector  for  Cedar  Ward. 

David  C.  Skerrett,  M.  D.  Vaccinating-. Physician  of 
the  Jvorthern  District. 

William  C.  Brewster,  M.  D.  Vaccinating-  Physician 
for  the  Southern  District. 

"John  K.  Kane,  Esq.  Attorney  and  Solicitor  for  the 
Corporation.  - 

John  Collins,  Mayor's  Clerk.      -  .  .>  - 

SPRING  GARDEN.       '^.V'-'- ' 

At  a  meeting-  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  fhe  disti-Ict 
of-Spring  Garden,  held  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  Inst,  at 
the  public  house  of  Daniel  Newman,  a  copy  of  the  fol- 
lowing Memorial,  received  from  our  representative  at 
Harrisburg,  was  presented  to  the  meeting,  and  read,  viz: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens 
of  Philadelpliia,  respectfully  s]ieweth — 

That  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  constant  supply 
of  pure  and  wholesome  water  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  nelglibouring-  districts,  your  memorialists 
have  at  a  great  expense,  erected  works  at  Fair  Mount  in 
the  co\Hit.y  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  also  purchased  a 
considerable  quantity  of  ground  immediately  surround- 
ing the  works  to'  protect  them  from  injury. 

The  importance  of  these  works  to  the  health  and 
prosperity  of  the  city  and  the  several  incorporated  dis- 
tricts, and  their  successful  operations  your  memoi-ialists 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  at  this  time. 

To  protect  these  frominjurj',  is  the  just  duty  of  your 
memorialists,  and  the  leg-islature  at  their  last  session,  ex- 
pressed their  approbation  of  the  effcrts  of  your  memo- 
rialists and  their  sense  of  the  valuable  character  of  these 
improvements.  By  the  passage  of , an  act  to  protect  the 
property  of  the  Mayor,  Alderriien  and  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia at  F.air  Mount,  and  the  purity  of  tlie  Schuylkill 
water.  The  la-.v  was  made  salutary  in  its  provisions,  but 
your  memorialists  are  compelled  to  ask  you  for  legisla- 
.tive  interference  to  prevent  another  evil  (not  provided 
for  by  it,)  that  of  having  streets,  lanes  and  roads  laid 
out. and  opened  through  the  heart  of  these  works  and 
property. 

The  danger  and  injury  resulting  from  such  a  proceed- 
ing-, would  bo  almost  incalculable,  and  need  no  illustra- 
tion from  your  memorialists. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly  pray  your  honor- 
able bodies  to  pass  such  laws  as  in  your  wisdom  you  may 
deem  expedient  to  prevent  the  laying  out  or  opening- 
any  street,  road,  1-ane,  court  or  alley,  over  or  through  any 
part  of  the  projjerty  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  situate  at  Pair  Mount,  and  lying- 
between  the  Northern  line  of  the  Upper  Ferry  road  and 
the  southern  line  of  Francis  street,  and  between  the 
Western  line  of  John  street  and  the  river  Schuylkill  at 
low  water  mHi-k,  in  the  district  of  Spring-  Garden,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia.  And  your  memorialists  will 
ever  pray,  &c. .  G.  M.  DAL*>AS,  Mayor. 

■    „   ' JOHN  M.  SCOTT,  ' 
■ „  •  ■    -President  of  Select  Council. 
•  J.  M.  LINNARD, 

President  of  Common  Council. 

Whereupon,  the  following  re  olutlons  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  citizens,  con- 
sisting of  Charles  Souder,  James  Benrier,  and  John 
Chamberlain,  be  appointed  by  this  meeting,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  wait  upon  Lawrence  Shuster,  Esq.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Commissior.ci-s  of  the.  District  of. 
Spring  Garden,  in  order  to  ascert;iln  from  him  whetlier 
the  said  Board  have  adopted  suitable  measures  whereby 
to  counteract  the  fatal  effects  which  will  result  to  this 


district  from  the  passage  of  any'aet  of  the  Legislature, 
founded  on  the  memoi  ial  now  before  them,  from  the 
"Mayor,  Aldermen.and  Citizens  of  the  <;ity  of  Phila- 
delphia," relative  to  the'  cllspositicn  of  the  property 
claimed  by  the  city  at  FairMount;  and  that  the  above 
ap-pointed  committee  be  authorized  to  call  a  general 
meeting  of  the  citizens  on  the  siibject,  if  necessar}'. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  RIter,  Esq.  the  immediate 
member  from  this  district,  be  instruct^;d,  and  that  the 
other  members  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  be  re- 
quested to  oppose  every  act  reported  to  the  legislature, 
which  should  in  any  manner  tend  to  carry  into  effect  the 
objects^  of  the  said  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
published  in  the  American  Sentinel,  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette, National  Gazette,  and  Poulson's  American  Daily 
Advertiser.  CHARLES  SOUDER,  Chairman. 

Peter  F.  Fbitez,  Sec'ry. 

AGRICULTURAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Lancas'ier  county, Nov.  5, 1828, 
An  agricultural  association  was  formed  in  this  county 
during  the  last  winter,  which  offered  three  premiums 
of  different  amount  for  the  first,  second,  and  third 
larg-est  quantity  of  merchantable -Indian  corn,  to  be 
ma(ie  from  five  acres  of  land;  meadow  land  of  every  de- 
scription was  excIuiTed.  The  prejniums  have  recently 
been  awarded  as  follows:  52  barrels  and  4  bushels  took 
tlie  first;  52  ban-els  1  bushel  and  2  pecks  took  the  se-. 
cond;  and  43  barrels  the  third.  Our  season  was  very 
unfavourable  to  the  growth  of  Indian  corn,  being  exceed- 
ingly dry.  The  second  prize  was  raised  on  high  forest 
land,  and  encountered  severe  drought  Our  most  judi- 
cious farmers  believe,  from  this  experiment,  that  from 
fourteen  to  fifteen  bari-els  can  be  raised  per  acre,  and 
that  our  high  forest  land;  wiien  improved,  is  the  most 
certain  and  perhaps  the  most  productive  land.  Jim. Far. 


January  3. — Early  yesterday  morning,  a  heavy  Snow 
storm  commenced  and  continued  till  tiie  afternoon,  co- 
vering the  ground  to  the  depth  of.  about  4  or  5  inches 
on  a  level — weather  moderate— sleighs  running.  This 
Is  the  first  fall  of  snow  of  any  consequence,  that  we  have 
had  this  winter.  'Phe  weather  thus  far  through  the  sea 
son  has  been  unusually  mild  and  pleasant,  excepting  a 
few  cold  days  in  November,  on  two  of  which  there  were 
slight  falls  of  snow — both  rivers  have  remained  open 
thus  far — ice  brought  into  the  city  on  the  30th  ult.  two 
Indies  thick,  '   ' 


The  following  is  the  amount  of  duties  paid  by  the  un- 
dernamed Auctioneers,  for  the  last  quarter. 


Allen  &  Co. 

-  -•-  ,  -     -  ^        $9045  18 

Jennings, 

-•  ■•           ~  -  -\-          7812  26 

Gilllngham, 

-;•   -■       -  -  :     -          7267  30 

Ford, 

-  ■  .  -    ■  -       -          5113  17 

Lippincott, 

-  •.-           -  ■    --■         5039  49 

Graiiam, 

--      rl  ■                    2536 '61 

Thomas, 

-  ■  ■-.             -          1406  43 

Richards, 

-             -             -     1278  36 

Freeman, 

■  r-'    -  r              -           475  45 

Grant, 

-  -\  .  :              ■  ■-           369  32 

RIter, 

-  ■  ■          - '                   65  56 

Wolbert, 

-                                    56  49 

Goodwin, 

40,472  67 

Note. — The  pi  incipal  ai  ticles  sold  by  the  Messrs. 
Fi-eemans,  &c.  are  not  dutiable, 
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FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

One  advantag-e  attending'  the  construction  of  the  Penn- 
sylyania  canal,  is  the  information  which  has  been  obtained 
respecting'  the  face  of  the  country  thro'  which  it  will  pass. 
Many  of  the  first  reports  from  the  surveyors  and  eng-i- 
nieers,  embrace  facts  in  relation  to  it  which  are  highly  in. 
teresting  and  important,  but  which  from  the  smallcircula- 
tion  given  to  these  reports,  in  consequence  of  their  being' 
published  only  among  the  Journals,  are  not  generally 
seen  or  known.  Besides  this  information,  there  is  also 
contained  in  them  much  relating  to  the  mode  ofestimat" 
ing  the  different  parts  of  the  works.  As  these  reports 
were  presented  before  our  work  was  commenced,  and 
they  would  now  perhaps  be  uninteresting,  published  en. 
tire.  _We  propose  to  make  occasional  selections  from 
them  of  such  parts  as  we  think  ought  to  be  preserved 
for  future  reference  and  general  information.  We  com. 
mence  with  an  exti'act  from  the  remarks  of  Judge  Scott, 
one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners — describing,  ia  1827', 
TuE  Valley  of  tue  SusaTJEnA>'j^A  and  its  BnANcnES 

"  One  of  the  most  striking  features  delineated  upon 
the  map  of  Pennsylvania,  is  the  Susquehanna  river,  and 
its  great  branches.  Entering  Pennsylvania  from  the 
north,  it  passes  nearly  througli  its  centre,  and,  with  its 
tributaries,  drains  nearly  one-half  of  the  territory  of  the 
commonwealth.  This  portion  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  sur- 
passed by  any  other  tract  of  country,  of  equal  extent,  in 
'the  union,  for  the  productiveness  of  its  soil,  and  for  the 
variety,  value,  and  extent  of  its  minerals.  It  contains, 
also,  at  least  one-third  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
state. 

A  large  tract  of  countr}'-,  beyond  our  northern  boun- 
dar}',  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  New  York,  rich  in 
its  vegetable  and  mineral  products,  and  embracing  a 
population  of  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, 
is  also  drained  by  the  Susquehanna  and  its  northern  tri- 
butaries. 

To  the  territory  drained  by  this  noble  river,  within  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  containing  above 
twenty  thousand  square  miles,  and  a  population  of  more 
than  half  a  million,  nature  has  pointed  out  the  valley  of 
the  Susquehanna  as  the  great  highway  to  market. 

The  Susquehanna  is  regarded  as  a  navigable  river.  It 
is  so,  in  a  limited  sense.  Viewed  in  its  whole  extent, 
in  connexion  with  its  great  branches,  its  ascending  na- 
vigation is  extremely  limited  and  difficult;  its  descend- 
ing navigation  is  uncertain  and  of  short  duration,  and 
both  are  at  all  times  hazardous.  A  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  does  not  involve  so  much  danger  to  life  and 
property,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  from  Newtown, 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  to  the  head  of  tide.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  difficulties,  delays,  dangers  and  losses, 
■which  at  present  attend  the  navigation  of  this  river,  are 
little  known,  and  less  understood,  except  by  those  inte- 
rested in  the  river  trade. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  turnpike  roads  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  val- 
ley of  the  Delaware,  the  Hudson,  and  the  Lakes,  the 
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boats  upon  the  Susquehanna^  for  the  transportation  of 
the  ascending  trade,  have  gradually  disappeared,  until 
not  a  single  boat  is  found  plying  upon  tlie  river  above 
Northumberland.  It  is  found  tliat  merchandize  can  be 
transported,  by  wagons,  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  heads  of  the  Seneca  and 
Cayuga  lakes,  with  more  expedition,  at  less  expense, 
and  less  hazard,  than  by  tlie  river. 

The  descending  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna  is  un- 
certain, of  short  duration,  and  at  all  times  dangerous. 
Property  can  only  be  floated  down  in  the  time  of  high 
floods,  'vvhich  seldom  occur,  except  in  the  breaking  up 
of  the  ice,  and  the  melting  of  the  snow,  in  the  spring 
season.  During  tliese  floods,  the  river  is  not  navigated 
with  any  degree  of  safety  or  success,  if  at  all,  for  more 
than  a  week  or  ten  days.  The  consequence  is>  that  the 
whole  trade  of  the  Susquehanna  descends  at  nearly  the 
same  time;  the  markets,  which  are  at  all  times  very  un- 
certain in  the  towns  and  villages  along  the  river,  are 
overstocked;  the  owners  have  incurred  expenses  which 
they  cannot  meet  without  sales,  and  they  are  frequently 
obliged  to  sell  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice. 

It  sometimes  hapiicns  that  there  is  no  spring  flood  suf- 
ficient for  the  descending  trade.  "When  this  is  the  case, 
great  losses  are  sustained  by  the  owners,  not  only  in 
consequence  of  the  embarrassments  incident  to  disap- 
pointments and  a  failure  of  market,  but  also  on  account 
of  the  deterioration,  if  not  the  entire  destruction,  of 
many  articles  by  the  keeping-.  A  summer  flood,  after 
the  failure  of  a  sjiring  flood,  generally  proves  ruinous. 
Being  disappointed,  and  having  property  on  hand,  the 
owners  embark  it  upon  the  summer  flood.  Tlie  water 
evaporates,  the  river  falls,  and  with  it  all  their  hopes, 
before  they  reach  a  market.  Indeed,  very  little  pro- 
perty ever  reached  its  intended  destination  by  a  summer 
flood. 

Round  and  square  timber,  scantling,  boards  and  plank 
are  floated  down  in  rafts.  AH  other  articles  are  floated 
down  in  arks,  which,  although  they  carry  from  forty  to 
fifty  tons  each,  are  very  frail  vessels,  and  are  liable  to 
many  destructive  accidents. 

The  loss  occasioned  by  accidents  incident  to  the  river 
navigation,  exposure  to  the  weather,  &c.  is  estimated  at 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  amount  of  exports. 

The  whole  amount  of  property  which  descended  the 
Susquehanna  last  year,  was  estim.ated  at  four  millions 
and  a  half.  The  tonnag-e  required  for  the  tr.ansportation 
of  those  articles  which  could  not  be  floated  in  rafts,  must 
have'amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  tons. 
Fifteen  hundred  ai-ks  arrived  at  Port  Deposit,  and  it  is 
known  that  there  were  many,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  at  least  500,  found  a  market  for  their  lading,  at 
the  towns  and  villages  along  the  river,  above  that 
place. 

Estimating  the  loss  incident  to  river  navigation,  at  5 
per  cent,  which  is  certainly  very  low,  and  the  amount 
of  exports  at  four  and  a  half  millions,  the  gross  amount 
of  loss  annually  sustained,  would  be  two  hundred  and 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars.  Besides  this,  there  is, 
and  must  always  continue  to  be  (whatever  improvements 
may  be  made  in  the  descending  navigation,)  an  enor- 
mous sacrifice  in  the  item  of  arks.  An  ark  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  carry  forty  or  fifty  tons,  will  cost  at  least 
sixty-five  dollars.    It  never  can  re-ascend  the  river;  and 
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consequently  must  be  sold  for  any  price  wliich  can  be 
obtainert  for  it.  '1  he  avcrag-e  price  of  an  ark,  at  the 
place  of  destination,  is  fifteen  dollars.  Tlie  lo.ss,  then, 
upon  two  thousand  arks,  the  estimated  number  which 
descended  the  river  last  year,  and  whicli  is  annually  in- 
creasing-, will  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
which,  added  to  the  estimated  loss  by  accident,  ex- 
posure, &c.  amounts  to  the  enormous  sum  of  three  liun- 
dred  and  twenty-five  thousand  doll.irs, — a  sum,  it  is  be- 
lieved, equal  to  the  interest  upon  the  capital  necessary 
for  canalling' the  Susquehanna,  from  the  New  York  to 
the  Mar3'land  line.  The  whole  of  this  sum,  and  other 
items  of  considerable  magnitude,  would  be  saved  to  the 
individuals  interested,  and  consequently  serve  to  in- 
crease the  ag-gregate  wealth  of  the  state,  by  a  canal  na- 
vigation. The  expenses  of  navigating-  an  ark  of  the 
common  capacity,  (forty  or  fifty  tons,)  from  Wyoming 
valley  to  the  head  of  tide,  amount  to  120  dollars.  The 
transportation  of  the  same  tonnage,  by  canal  boats,  it  is 
believed,  would  greatly  diminish  this  item  of  expendi- 
ture. 

The  country  above  the  Wyoming  valley  is  supplied 
with  merchandize  from  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
surplus  products  are  floated  down  the  river,  sajd,  and 
the  proceeds  taken  in  cash  by  the  merchants  to  N.  York, 
and  there  laid  out  in  goods,  which  are  transported  by 
water  to  some  point  upon  the  Hudson;  or,  by  the  Erie 
canal,  to  the  head  of  the  Seneca  or  Cayuga  lake;  and 
thence  by  wagons  to  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna.  In- 
deed, a  considerable  portion  of  the  merchandize  at  this 
time,  vended  in  Luzerne  county,  is  purchased  in  New 
York,  and  thence  transported  by  wagons — the  difference 
in  the  distance  between  Wilkesbarre  and  Philadelphia, 
and  WdkesbaiTe  and  New  York,  being-  very  trifling. 
When  a  canal  sliall  have  been  constructed  along  the 
valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  from  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  state,  to  intersect  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  the 
whole  country  above  that  point  will  be  supplied  with 
merchandize  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  most  of 
the  produce  of  the  country  will  find  its  way  there  to 
market.  Until  this  is  done,  Philadelphia  can  never  en- 
joy the  trade  of  the  Snsquelranna.  Hence,  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  state  in  general,  and  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia in  particvdar,  the  necessity  and  iniportajice  of  this 
great  improvement. 

Of  the  two  thousand  arks  which  descended  the  Sus- 
quehanna last  year,  at  least  fifteen  hundred  must  have 
received  their  lading  above  Harrisburg.  The  luir.ber, 
which  annually  descends  the  river,  is  estimatod  at  175 
millions  of  feet,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of 
which,  comes  also  from  the  country  above  Harrisburg. 
As  before  stated,  the  whole  ot  this  property  nearly,  in 
ordinary  seasons,  and  in  the  ))resent  state  of  the  river 
navigation,  must  arrive  in  the  covn  se  of  a  week  or  ten 
days — and  when  arrived  at  this  point,  the  principal  part 
of  the  expenses  will  have  been  ineuri-ed;  and  the  flood 
having  borne  it  thus  far,  will  quickly  bear  it  further,  and 
with  trifling  additional  expense.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  never  can  be  expected  that  tlie  trade  of  the 
Susquehanna  u  ill  stop  at  any  point  where  the  Penn.syl- 
vania  canal  shall  intersect  that  river— -that  the  owners 
will  unload,  store,  and  reload,  and  incur  all  the  expense, 
vexation,  and  delay,  incident  to  a  trans-shipment  to  Phi- 
ladelphia by  the  Union  oi-  any  otiier  canal,  connecting 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  Schuylkill  or  Delaware. 

If  there  was  a  safe  and  easy  ascending  and  descend- 
ing navigation  by  canal,  along  the  valley  of  the  Susque- 
hanna,the  products  of  the  country  would  not  be  hurried 
to  market  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  in  time  of  a  high 
flood,  in  craft  of  unwieldy  size  and  frail  structure;  but 
the  season  woidd  be  occupied  in  their  transportation  in 
boats  which  could  pass  through  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
to  Philadelphia;  losses  by  accident  and  exposure  would 
seldom  or  never  occur;  an  immense  saving  would  be 
made  in  the  item  of  arks,  the  trade  woidd  annually  and 
rapidly  increase;  the  extensive  forests  of  wild  lands  up- 
on our  northern  border  would  be  immediately  settled 


and  improved;  towns,  villages,  and  manufactories,  would 
spring  up  along  the  line;  an  impulse  would  be  glvin 
to  industry  and  enterprise,  the  market  would  soon  as- 
sume a  fixed  character;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  whole 
country  drained  by  the  Susquehanna  and  its  tributaries, 
above  its  intersection  with  the  Pennsylvania  csnal,would 
be  supplied  with  merchandize  from  tlie  city  of  Philada, 

In  the  present  state  of  the  river,  and  after  every  thing- 
shall  have  been  don«  which  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
descending  navigation  by  the  natural  channel,  the  im- 
mense and  increasing  trade  of  the  Susqueharma,  will 
continue  to  be,  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  divided  between 
'New  York  and  Baltimore.  Nothing  can  save  if,  (nor 
the  other  advantages  before  enumerated,)  to  the  state, 
or  direct  it  to  Philadelphia,  but  a  canal  from  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  state  to  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
along  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna.  It  is  certainly 
worth  contending  for,  and  if  not  secured,  it  will  not  be 
on  account  of  any  deficiency  in  facilities  or  means.  Of 
the  first,  nature  has  been  libera!  in  her  gifts;  of  the  last 
the  state  can  furnish  an  abundance. 

Another  and  a  very  important  c^uestion  presents  it- 
self in  the  examination  of  this  subject.  Is  it  probable 
that  the  annual  tolls  upon  the  proposed  canal  willE 
amount  to  the  interest  of  the  capital  expended  on  its 
construction? 

No  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  expense;  but  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  Bennet,  the  average  cost  per  mile  roaj 
reasonably  be  estimated  at  eight  thousand  dollars.  If 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  should  be  located  by  the  West 
Branch  route,  (the  distance  from  the  northern  line  of  the 
state  being  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  miles,)  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  the  canal  would  be  §l,288,000i 
The  annual  interest  of  which  will  amount  to  $77,280 
If  the  Juniata  route  should  be  adopted,  the  length  of 
the  canal  would  be  increased  to  197  miles,  which,  by 
the  above  estimate,  will  amount  to  1,576,000.  The  an- 
nual interest  of  which  will  be  894,560, 

Of  the  vegetable  products  of  the  Susquehanna  valley, 
it  is  estimated  that  more  than  one-third  comes  from  the 
country  above  the  West  Branch,  and  at  least  tv/o-thirds 
above  the  Juniata.  'I'his,  in  the  present  state  of  the  ri- 
ver navigation,  is  annually  increasing,  and  with  the  ad- 
vantag-e  of  a  canal  navigation,  would  soon  be  more  than 
doubled.  In  the  exportation  of  the  mineral  products  of 
the  country  very  little  has  as  yet  been  done.  Inconsi- 
derable quantities  of  anthracite  coal,  from  the  Wyoming: 
valley,  have  for  several  years  past  been  floated  down  in 
arks;  but  the  losses  by  accidents,  and  in  the  item  of  arks 
have  been  so  great,  and  the  markets  have  been  so  ur>- 
certain  along  the  river,  as  to  deter  capitahsts  from  en- 
gaging- extensively  in  the  business. 

The  anthracite  coal  formation  extends  from  the 
sources  of  the  Lackawanna,  aloiig  the  valley  of  that 
stream  to  the  Wyoming  valley;  thence  through  the 
Wyoming  valley  to  the  hills  near  Berwick,  making  to- 
gether, a  distance  of  eighty  miles.  This  coal  tract  is 
from  half  a  mile  to  five  miles  wide,  and  is  estimated  at 
an  average  width  of  two  miles;  tliroughout  the  whole  of 
which,  coal  is  found  in  strata  of  from  five  to  forty  feet 
thick.  Estimating  the  average  thickness  of  the  stratum 
of  coal  at  twelve  feet,  (which  is  below  the  fact,)  this  re- 
gion contains  one  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-five 
millions  eight  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  tons  of 
coal,  which  with  all  the  capital  which  could  advantage- 
ously be  invested  in  the  business,  and  with  all  the  facili- 
ties of  canal  navigation,  could  not  be  exhausted  in  ten 
thousand  years. 

It  is  believed  that  upon  the  construction  of  a  canal, 
the  exports  of  this  mineral  would  soon  amount  to  50,000 
tons  annually,  and  would  probably  be  increased  to 
100.000.  Estimating  the  annual  exports  of  coal  from 
the  Wyoming  valley  and  the  contiguous  coal  region,  at 
50,000' tons,  and  the  toll  at'one  cent,  per  ton  per  mile, 
the  tolls  ui)on  this  mineral  alone,  to  the  Swatara,  the  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  miles,  would  annual- 
ly amount  to  $59,500.  The  return  tonnage  by  the  can;\l 
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boats,  might  fairly  be  estimated  at  one-fifth  of  the  de- 
scending- tonnag-e,  which  would  increase  the  tolls  upon 
the  coal  trade  alone  to  $71,400,'  which,  with  the  tolls 
upon  other  articles  of  trade,  would  immediately  amount 
to  more  than  the  interest  upon  the  capitaLexpended, 
and  at  no  very  distant  da}',  enable  the  state  to  pay  off 
the  debt  which  must  necessarily  be  contracted  in  the 
construction  of  the  canal. 

The  fbreg'oing'  facts  and  obsei-vations  have  been 
thrown  tog-ether  in  great  haste,  vi'ithout  order  or  me- 
thod; and  it  is  frankly  admitted  that  errors  ma}-  be  dis- 
covered in  them;  but  it  is  insisted  that  they  are  g-ene- 
i-ally  correct;  and  that  the  more  the  subject  is  examined, 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  a  canal  along-  the  valley 
of  the  Susquehanna  will  appear  more  striklng'ly  clear 
and  conclusive. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  SCOTT, 
Orae  of  the  canal  commissioners  of  Penn'a. 
Harrishurg,  Feb.  2d,  1827. 


*'  From  the  survey  of  Mr.  Bennet,  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  total  distance  fi-om  the  northern  line  of  the  state 
wpon  the  Tiogu  or  Chemung-  river  to  Northumberhand, 
is    -----       -        161  miles  18  chains 

Total  fall     -       -       -       -  543,413  feet. 

From  the  state  line  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna to  Northumberland, 

is    -       -       -       -       -       161  miles  5  chains. 

Tall   237,093  feet. 

From  the  surveys  already  made,  and  from  the  g-eolog-i- 
cal  structure  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  doubted  whether 
there  can  be  found  within  her  limits,  so  great  a  distance, 
in  so  direct  a  line,  requiring  so  little  lockage.  The 
average  fall  per  mile,  in  the  whole  distance,  is  but  a 
fraction  more  than  two  feet;  and  from  the  head  of 
Wyoming  valley  to  Northumberland,  a  distance  of  se- 
\-enty-one  miles,  including  the  two  principal  falls  upon 
this  branch  of  the  river,  (the  Nanxeeoke  and  Nescopeck) 
the  average  fall  per  mile  is  a  fraction  less  than  one  foot 
nine  inches. 

The  Susquehanna  and  its  tributaries  afford  abundant 
supplies  of  water;  and  it  is  believed  they  may  be  used 
at  every  desii-able  point,  as  feeders  to  a  canal. 

From  the  report  of  Mr.  Bennet,  it  appears  that  the 
proportion  of  rock  excavation  will  be  unusually  small, 
■when  compared  with  the  distance  on  either  side  of  the 
river;  and  that  the  soil  throughout  the  whole  explored 
route,  is  principally  alluvial,  composed  of  clay,  sand, 
and  some  mixture  of  ground,  in  which  clay  predomi- 
nates, is  of  a  firm  texture,  and  of  easy  excavation. 

It  is  believed  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  narrow  passes, 
where  the  bases  of  the  mountains  or  hills  composed  of 
rock,  form  the  banks  of  the  river,  present  greater  diffi- 
culties in  the  construction  of  a  canal,  than  are  to  be  met 
•with  at  Peter's,  Short,  and  the  Kittatinney  mountains; 
and  that  no  point  upon  the  whole  line  presents  impedi- 
ments so  formidable,  as  are  found  at  Butler's  falls,  upon 
the  Delaware^  where  the  canal  of  the  Hudson  and  Dela- 
ivare  canal  company  is  now  in  successful  progress." 


DIFFICULTIES  OF  TRADE  AND  CURRENCY. 

C  Continued  from  p.  8.  J 

In  1739,  the  following  report  of  the  different  issues  of 
Bills,  was  made  to  the  house.  ^  ^   '  -i 

An  Account  of  the  several  Acts  passed  in  fhe  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  creating  or  issuing  paper  bills,  or 
bilk  of  credit,  with  the  account  of  those  bills,  and  the 
value  thereof,  in  money  of  Great  Britain,  igc.  He. 
"In  the  year  1723,  two  acts  were  passed  for  creating 
the  first  bills  of  credit,  by  which  forty-Jive  thousand 
pounds  were  issued;  and  for  the  effectual  discharging, 
or  sinking  the  said  bills,  it  was  therein  provided  and 
enacted,  that  a  real  estate  in  fee  simple,  of  double  tlie 
value  of  the  sum  lent  out,  should  be  secured  in  an  office, 


erected  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  sums  so  lentout' 
should  be  annually  repaid  into  the  office  in  such  equal 
sums  or  quotas,  as  would  effectually  sink  the  whole  ca- 
pital sum  of  forty  five  thousand  pounds  within  the  time 
limited  by  tlie  aforesaid  acts;  which  sum  being  compu- 
ted in  silver,  as  it  was  then  received  and  paid  among  us, 
and  reduced  to  sterling  monev  of  Great  Britain,  amounts 
to  £29,090  13  4;  but  in  the  year  1726,  the  sum  of 
£6,110  55.  part  of  the  capital  sum  of  forty-five  thousand 
pounds,  by  virtue  of  the  two  aforesaid  acts,  being  totally 
sunk  and  destroyed,  the  province  found  themselves 
greatly  straightened  by  means  thereof,  and  likely  to  be- 
come subject  to  many  disappointments  and  losses,  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  medium  in  tr.ade,  if  the  remaining 
quotas  or  payments,  should  continue  to  be  sunk  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  of  the  acts;  therefore,  an  act  was 
passed  for  continuing  the  remaining  sum  of  §38,889  15, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  eight  years,  by  re-emitting, 
or  lending  out  again,  the  quotas  or  sums  to  be  paid  in, 
by  the  respective  borrowers  on  the  same  securities  and 
provisions  as  were  directed  by  the  former  acts. 

The  bills  of  credit,  emitted  in  the  year  1723,  being 
thus  reduced  by  the  sinking  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  province  growing  exceeding  nu- 
merous through  the  importation  of  foreigners  and  others 
settling  among  us;  by  which  means  the  trade  became 
greatly  enlarged;  and  the  difficulties  still  increased,  and 
the  province  found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of 
making  an  addition  to  those  bills  of  credit;  and  accord- 
ingly, in  the  year  1729,  the  furthei- sum  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  was  then  created,  and  issued  upon  the  same 
security  of  real  estates,  in  fee  simple,  to  be  mortgaged 
in  double  the  value  of  the  sum 'lent,  and  to  be  paid  in 
by  yearly  quotas,  and  sunk  and  destroyed  as  the  former 
acts,  passed  in  the  year  1723,  had  provided  and  directed 
in  the  case. 

In  the  year  1731,  the  acts  for  issuing  bills  of  credit, 
passed  in  the  year  1723,  being  ne.ar  expired,  and  the  an- 
nual quotas  remaining  due  on  the  said  acts,  by  virtue 
thereof,  being  at  this  time  to  be  sunk  and  destroyed, 
which  would  unavoidabl}'  have  involved  the  merchants, 
as  well  as  f<rmers  in  new  difficulties,  and  laid  the  pro- 
vince under  a  necessity  of  making  new  acts  of  assembly 
for  emitting  more  bills  of  credit  in  lieu  thereof,  an  act 
was  then  passed  for  continuing  the  value  and  currency 
of  those  bills,  for  the  term  of  eight  yeai  s,  by  lending 
out  the  same  as  they  became  due,  with  the  same  provi- 
sions, and  on  the  same  real  securities,  provided  for  and 
directed  by  the  former  acts. 

The  amount  of  the  bills  of  credit  in  the  present  j-ear 
1759,  by  virtue  of  the  several  aforesaid  acts,  amounting 
only  to  £69,889  15,  from  the  daily  increase  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  the  continued  importation  of  foreigners 
among  us,  being- found  by  experience,  to  fall  short  of  a 
proper  medium  for  negociating  our  commerce,  and  for 
the  support  of  government,  an  act  was  passed  for  crea- 
ting and  issuing  a  farther  sum  of  eleven  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ten  pounds  Jive  shillings,  and  for  continu- 
ing the  whole  amount  of  our  bills  of  credit  for  a  short 
term  of  years,  under  the  same  real  securities,  and  with 
the  same  provisions  and  limitations  as  directed  by  the 
former  acts;  by  means  of  which  additional  sum  the  whole 
amount  of  the  bills  of  credit,  current  in  the  province, 
is  at  this  time  eighty  thousand  pounds:  which  sum  being 
contputed,  as  now  purchased  here,  and  reduced  to  ster- 
ling money  of  Great  Britain, makes  £50,196.    Yet,  not- 
withstanding merchants  and  others  have  given  some  ad-  - 
vance  to  purchase  gold  and  silver,  we  are  assured,  from 
experience,  that  difference  arises  only  from  the  balance 
of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  being  in  our  favour,  by 
means  of  the  fur  greater  quantit}'  of  English  goods  im- 
ported into  this  province  since  the  creating  and  issuing 
our  bills  of  credit;  for  the  adventurers  advancing  the 
price  of  their  commodities;  and,  encouraged  by  meet- 
ing with  a  ready  sale,  became  great  gainers,  while  wheat,  . 
flour,  and  all  the  valuable  produce  of  the  province,  con- 
tinued at  or  near  the  usual  prices,  and  are  at  this  time 
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to  be  purcluised  witli  our  bills  of  ci-edit  as  low  or  lower 
than  has  been  almost  ever  known,  when  gold  and  silver 
were  the  medium  of  our  ti-ade;  and  all  tradesmen,  hired 
servants,  and  other  labourers,  have  ahvavs  been,  and 
are  still,  paid  at  the  same  rates  and  no  more,  for  their 
labour  ihan  they  formerly  received  before  the  creating- 
or  issuing  our  bills  of  credit." 

Accompanying  that  report  was  the  followhig  state- 
ment of  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  province  at 
different  periods. 

"An  account  of  the  several  rates  of  gold  and  silver 
com,  and  what  prices  they  were  accounted,  received, 
tixken  and  purchased  at,  and  sold  for  by  tlie  ounce;  and 
what  rates  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  are  purchased  at,  and 
sold  for,  by  the  ounce,  at  this  time. 

Vrom  the  year  1700,  to  the  year  1709,  gold  was  re- 
ceived and  paid  at  five  pounds  ten  shill  mgs  per  ounce; 
and  silver  at  nine  shillings  and  two  pence  per  ounce. 

From  the  year  1709  to'the  year  1720,  gold  was  receiv- 
ed and  paid  at  five  pounds  ten  sliillings  per  ounce;  and 
silver  at  six  shillings  and  ten  pence  half  penny  per 
ounce. 

From  the  year  1720  to  the  year  1723,  gold  was  re- 
ceived and  paid  at  five  pounds  ten  shillings  per  ounce; 
and  silver  coin  was  purchased  with  gold,  at  seven  shill- 
ing-s  and  five  pence  per  ounce. 

From  the  year  1723  to  the  year  1726,  gold  was  pur- 
chased and  sold  at  six  pounds  six  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  ounce,  and  silver  at  eight  shillings  and  three  pence 
per  ounce. 

From  the  year  1726  to  the  year  1730,  gold  was  pur- 
chased at  six  pounds  three  shillings  and  nine  pence  per 
ounce,  and  silver  at  eight  shillings  and  one  penny  per 
ounce. 

From  the  year  1730  to  the  year  1738,  gold  was  pur- 
chased and  sold  at  six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  three 
pence;  and  silver  at  eight  shillings  and  nine  pence  per 
ounce. 

And  now  in  the  present  year  1739,  gold  is  purchased 
and  sold  at  six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  three  pence  by 
the  ounce;  and  silver  at  eight  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  ounce. 

Submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House,  by 

ISAAC  NORRIS, 
-  THOMAS  LEECH, 

-  '  ABRAflAM  CHAPMAN, 

james  morris, 
•  -'     ■  ■       john  kearsley, 

Israel  pemberton. 

'   Philadelphia,  November  23,  1739." 

In  1749,  the  subject  of  the  currency  was  again  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  following  account  rendered 
of  bills  emitted  from  1739  to  that  time. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  ihe  House,  ive  have  tciken  inio 
our  consideration  the  pi-esejit  state  of  theliills  of  credit 
wliicli  have  been  isstied,  and  are  now  current  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  times  appointed  by  law 

.  far  paying  in  and  sinking  the  sariie;  together  with  the 
value  of  the  whole  sum  of  those  bills  in  sterling  money 
of  Great  Britain.    Jlnd  we  do  report. 

That  in  the  Year  1739,  an  Account  was  settled  by 
the  Assembly,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  seve- 
ral Acts  from  their  first  Emission  in  the  year  1723,  to 
that  Time;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  sum  of  /.80,000 
and  no  more,  was  then  current  in  this  Province;  which 
being  reduced  to  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  a- 
mounted  to /.50,196.  At  which  Time  also,  the  same 
Assembly,  upon  an  exact  and  careful  Enquiry,  settled 
the  Rates  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coin,  by  ascertaining  the 
Prices  at  which  they  were  received  and  paid,  or  bought 
and  sold,  from  the  Year  1700  to  that  Year.  Since  which, 
Dur  Bills  of  Credit  have  continued  nearly  the  same,  both 
iji  the  total  sum,  and  the  Value,  when  reduced  to  Gold 


and  Silver,  or  Sterling  Money.  But  such  Alterations 
and  Addition  as  have  been  since  made,  we  have  com- 
prized in  the  following  Account. 

In  the  Year  1745,  an  Act  of  Assembly  was  passed  for 
continuing  the  Currency  of  the  aforesaid  80,000/.  for 
sixteen  Years;  during  the  first  ten  Years;  whereof  the 
whole  sum  is  to  be  kept  up,  by  lending  out  or  re-emit- 
ting the  Yearly  Quotas,  or  Payments^  as  they  become 
due,  upon  the  same  real  Securities,  and  under  the  same 
Penalties  and  Restrictions,  as  directed  by  former  Acts: 
In  which,  besides  obliging  the  Borrowers  to  give  Land, 
Plate  or  Houses  In  Securltj^,  of  double  the  Value  of  the 
Sum  boiTowed,  it  is  further  provided,  that  no  one  per- 
son shall  borrow  more  than  /.lOO.  And  after  the  Expi- 
ration of  ten  Years  as  aforesaid,  the  Act  provides,  that 
one  sixth  Part  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  shall  be  paid  in 
yearly,  in  order  to  be  sunk  and  destroyed;  by  which 
Means  the  vi^hole  /. 80,000  is  to  be  paid  in  and  destroyed 
In  sixteen  Years  from  the  Time  of  issuing  those  Bills, 
which  was  the  15th  of  October,  1746. 

In  the  year  1746,  an  Act  was  past  giving  /.5000  to  the 
King's  Use,  to  be  sunk  In  ten  yearly  Payments,  of  /,500 
each,  by  the  Treasurer,  out  of  Money  arising  from  the 
Excise,  yearly  payable  into  his  hands.  AVhlch  Bills  of 
Credit  were  according-ly  made  and  issued,  in  Pursuance 
of  the  said  Act,  and  applied  by  Colonel  Thomas,  then 
Lieutenant  Governor,  to  an  Expedition  at  that  Time  on 
Foot  against  Canada:  So  that  the  whole  Amount  of 
iVills  of  Credit  current  in  this  Province  at  this  time  is 
/.85, 000,  and  no  more;  which  reduced  to  Sterling  Mo- 
ney of  Great  Britain  is  /.53,333  6  8. 

Permit  us  to  add,  that  our  Paper  Bills  being  found  by 
Experience  much  below  the  Sum  necessary  to  carry  on 
our  Trade,  which  of  late  Years  has  been  very  much  en- 
creased,  especially  to  Great  Britain;  and  yet  should  we 
be  deprived  of  those  Paper  Bills,  small  as  the  sum  is,  it 
would  in  a  great  Measure  disable  us  from  paying  the 
yearly  Balance  of  Trade  against  us  to  our  Mother  coun- 
try, and  consequentl}'  oblige  us  to  engage  in  sundry  Ma- 
nufactures here,  which  we  have  from  thence.  Though 
our  Payments  at  this  Time  are  chiefly  in  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver, which  for  several  Years  have  passed  current  among- 
us  at  Eight  Shillings  and  Six-pence  per  Ounce  for  Sil- 
ver, and  Six  Pounds  Five  Shillings  per  Ounce  for  Gold; 
and  at  those  Rates  are  continually  remitted  Home,  but 
must  be  detained  here,  If  we  are  deprived  of  our  othev 
Currency. 

Subniltted  tothe  Correction  of  the  House,  by 

ISRAEL  PEMBERTON, 
THOMAS  LEECH, 
.       ■  ED\V-\RD  WARNER, 

JAMES  MORRIS." 


PROGRESS  OF  LITERATURE  IN  PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

(^Continued  fronv vol.  II.  p.  334.) 

A  writer*  on  the  provincial  literature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  whose  researches  we  have  been  occasionally  In- 
debted in  our  progress,  states  that 

"I'olilical  pampldetsand  essaj's  abounded  In  the  years 
1764  and  1765.  The  g-reat  question  of  exi)ediency,  of 
changing  the  form  of  government  from  a  proprietary  to 
a  regal  one,  was  one  of  the  first  discussed.  Then  came 
the  subject  of  the  Indian  massacre  in  Lancaster  county, 
and  the  question  of  the  policy  of  the  government  to- 
wards this  race;  and  lastly,  ihe  right  to  call  upon  the 
citizens  to  bear  arms;  and,  as  involved  in  this,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  lav/fulness  of  war,  and  the  expediency  of  the 
system  of  government,  pursued  by  the  Quakers,  were 
vigorously  contested.  The  principal  writers  were  ))r. 
Franklin,  Joseph  Galloway,  John  Dickinson,  and  Dr. 
Smith.  Franklin  opposed  the  proprietary  interest,  and 
in  consequence  thereof,  at  the  election  in  1764,  lost  his 


*  Notes  on  the  Provincial  Literature  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  Thomas  I.  Wharton. 
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seat  in  the  house,  which  he  had  held  for  fourteen  years. 
The  interest  which  the  contest  excit.ed,  is  prov,-;d  by  the 
number  of  pamphlets  published  on  these  questions.  No 
fewer  than  thirteen,  published  in  one  3'ear,  [1764,]  re- 
main in  the  collection  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society.  The  imposition  of  the  stamp  act  produced, 
as  may  be  supposed,  great  activity  in  the  press.  The 
chief  writer  was  John  Dickinson,  who  acquired  great 
distinction  at  this  period,  and  of  whose  Farmer's  Letters 
Dr.  Ramsay  says,  that  in  this  work  "he  may  be  said  to 
have  sown  the  seeds  of  the  revolution." 

For  an  account  of  Dickinson  we  refer  to  the  American 
Quarterly  Review,  for  June,  1827,  where  also,  honour- 
able mention  is  made  of  Francis  Hopkinson,  who,  as  a 
satirical  and  facetious  essayist,  stands  witliout  a  rival  on 
our  list  of  authors.  His  writings  throw  much  light  upon 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  though  many  were  elicited 
by  passing  events,  they  will  remain  lasting  memorials  of 
his  taste  and  literary  genius.  The  subjects  upon  which 
he  bestowed  the  lash,  tliough  passing,  were  important, 
and  will  be  as  familiar  to  after  ages  as  to  the  present. — 
We  may  venture  to  predict,  without  laying  claim  to  di- 
vine inspiration,  that  after  perusing*  the  unvarnished  de- 
tail of  the  historian,  the  reader  will  naturally  recur  to  the 
vivid  illustration  of  the  satirist.  We  seldom  obtain  a 
correct  view  of  the  tone  of  the  public  mind  from  the 
pages  of  the  historian;  this  is  to  be  gathered  only  from 
the  periodicals  of  the  day,  where  every  topic  discussed 
appears  in  all  its  freshness,  without  disguise.  History 
may  be  compared  to  the  Egyptian  art  that  preserved  the 
body,  but  could  not  retain  the  spirit.  We  pass  over  the 
Jife  of  Mr.  Hopkinson,  and  that  of  his  distinguished  co- 
temporary,  Benjamin  Rash,  as  these  subjects  have  re- 
centl}^  been  fully  treated:* 

"It  may  surprise  many  to  learn,"  says  Mr.  Wharton, 
"that  there  are  in  the  city  library  no  fewer  than  459 
works^  printed  in  Philadelphia,  before  the  revolution. 
C)f  these,  425  are  original  books  and  pamphlets,  and  34 
reprints  of  foreign  books  and  pamphlets.  Many  were 
doiibtless  printed,  which  were  never  purchased  for  the 
Jibrary,  and  some  that  were  in  the  library,  have  been 
lost  or  destroyed.  Perhaps  the  third  might  safely  be 
added  to  the  number  in  the  library,  which  would  give 
upwards  of  600  for  the  number  of  works  printed  in  the 
province." 

We  learn  from  Thomas's  History,-f-  that  prior  to  1775 
ihe  following  newspapers  appeared  in  Philadelphia. 
The  American  Weekly  Mercury,  already  mentioned, 
which  was  discontinued  about  1747;  the  Pennsylvania 
Gazette,  conducted  by  Franklin,  which  underwent  va- 
rious changes,  and  was  not  discontinued  until  18 — ;  the 
Pennsylvania  Journal  and  the  Weekly  Advertiser,  first 
published  December  2,  1742,  by  William  Bradford,  and 
continued  until  after  the  year  1800,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued; and  the  True  American,  a  daily  paper,  was  pub- 
lished in  its  stead.    On  the  6th  of  January,  1767,  ap- 
peared the  first  number  of  the  Pennsylvania  Chronicle 
and  Universal  Advertiser,  printed  by  William  Goddard. 
It  was  ably  edited,  and  Joseph  Galloway,  a  delegate  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  from  Pennsylvania,  whose 
name  is  still  remembered,  and  likely  to  be  so,  was  a  si- 
lent partner  with  Goddard;  as  was  also  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, a  wealthy  merchant,  both  in  the  tory  interest.  This 
paper  was  discontinued  in  1773.    The  Pennsylvania 
Packet,  or  the  General  Advertiser,  was  first  issued  in 
November,  1771,  by  John  Bunlap.    It  afterwards  came" 
into  the  possession  of  Claypoole,  who,  about  1784,  pub- 
lished it  daily.  It  was  the  first  dally  paper  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  still  published  by  Mr.  Poulson,  under  the 
title  of  the  American  Daily  Advertiser.    The  Pennsyl- 
vania Ledger  was  commenced  in  Januaiy,  1775,  and  dis- 
continued in  May,  1788.    In  January,  1775,  appeared 

*  Lives  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, vol.  2  and  4. 

f  History  of  Printing  in  Aijierica,  &c.  by  Isaiah 
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the  first  number  of  the  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post, 
published  three  times  a  week  by  Benjamin  Towne, 
being  the  first  evening  paper  printed  in  Philadelphia. 
Dr.  Witherspoon  is  said  to  have  written  essays  occasion- 
ally for  this  paper.  It  was  discontinued  in  1782.  Towne, 
like  many  others,  was  a  vacillating  politician.    He  was 
on  the  side  of  this  country,  until  the  British  army  enter- 
ed Philadelphia,  when  he  conducted  his  paper  under 
the  auspices  of  the  British  general;  but,  on  the  city 
being  evacuated,  he  again  changed  his  ground,  and 
printed  in  support  of  the  repubfican  cause.    This  class 
of  politicians  was  numerous  at  that  particular  juncture, 
and  has  not  yet  become  cjulte  extinct  among  us.  In 
October,  1778,  Dr.  Witherspoon  published  a  very  hu- 
mourous recantation  of  Benjamin  Towne,  which  has- 
been  preserved  in  the  works  of  that  author.    The  last 
newspaper  it  was  attempted  to  establish  prior  to  the  re- 
volution, was  the  Pennsylvania  Mercury  and  Universal 
Advertiser,  by  Story  and  Humphreys.    It  was  com- 
menced in  April,  1775,  and  was  published  weekly  un- 
til Dee.  1775,  when  all  the  printing  materials  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  in  consequence  of  which  event  the  pa- 
per was  discontinued.    To  this  list  may  be  added  nine 
or  ten  newspapers  in  the  German  language. 

The  first  literary  magazine  ever  published  in  the  co- 
lonies was  printed  and  edited  by  Benjamin  Franklin.  It 
was  entitled  "The  General  Magazine  and  Historical 
Chronicle."  The  first  number  appeared  in  January, 
1741;  and,  according  to  Thomas,  the  work  was  con- 
tinued only  six  months.  At  the  same  time  came  out,  in 
opposition  to  Franklin,  the  American  Magazine,  or  a 
Monthly  view  of  the  British  Colonies,  printed  and  sold 
by  Andrew  Bradford.  This  publication  was  even  shorter 
lived  than  its  competitor;  proving  conclusively,  that  the 
time  for  periodical  literature  had  not  yet  arrived.  We 
meet  with  no  other  project  of  the  kind,  until  October, 
1757,  when  appeared  the  American  Magazine,  under 
the  auspices  of  Dr.  Smith,  alreadj'^  noticed.  The  publi- 
cation of  this  ceased  at  tlie  expiration  of  one  year.  In 
1769  a  small  paper,  of  little  value,  entitled  the  Penny 
Post,  was  published  by  Benjamin  Mecom.  His  design 
was  to  print  it  weekly,  but  it  came  from  the  press  in  an 
irregular  manner.  The  American  Magazine,  by  Joseph 
Nicola,  was  commenced  in  1769,  and  ended  with  the 
year.  To  this  work  were  subjoined  the  transactions  of 
the  American  Pliilosophlcal  Society.  The  Royal  Spi- 
ritual Magazine,  or  the  Christian's  Grand  Treasury,  was 
begun  in  1771,  and  published  monthly,  for  a  few 
months  only,  by  John  Mac  Gibbons.  In  January,  1775, 
was  commenced  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  or  Ameri- 
can Monthly  Museum,  for  which  Thomas  Paine,  author 
of  Common  Sense,  was  one  of  the  principal  writers.  It 
was  published  by  Robert  Ailken,  upon  whose  authority 
Thomas  relates  a  cluaracteristic  anecdote  of  the  indolent 
propensities  of  Paine.  He  h.ad  engaged  to  furnish 
monthly,  a  certain  quantity  of  original  matter  for  the 
Museum;  but  it  was  often  difiicult  to  make  him  comply 
with  his  engagement. 

In  one  of  these  indolent  fits,  while  the  press  was  wait- 
ing, Aitken  went  to  his  lodgings,  and  complained  of  his 
neglect.  "  You  shall  have  matter  in  time,"  coolly  an- 
swered the  other;  but  the  printer,  entertaining  doubts, 
insisted  on  proceeding  immediately  to  business.  Paine 
accordingly  went  home  with  Aitken,  and  was  soon  seat- 
ed at  a  table,  with  writing  apparatus,  and  a  decanter  of 
brandy,  "without  which,"  says  Aitken,  "he  would  ne- 
ver write."  The  first  glass  put  him  in  a  train  of  think- 
ing; the  printer  feared  the  second  would  disqualify  him, 
or  render  him  untractable;  but  it  only  enlivened  his 
mind,  and  when  he  had  swallowed  the  third  glass,  he 
wrote  with  great  rapidity,  intelllg-ence  and  precision; 
and  his  ideas  appeared  to  flow  faster  than  lie  could  com- 
mit them  to  paper.  What  he  penned  from  the  inspira- 
tion of  brandy,  was  perfectly  fit  for  the  press,  without 
any  altei-ation  or  correction.  It  may  be  presumed  that 
his  attacks  on  Cliristianity  were  written  under  similfir 
excitement, 
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Paine  was  born  at  Thetford,  in  Norfolk,  in  the  yeai- 
1737,  wliere  he  received  a  common  Eng-lish  education, 
and  was  broug-lit  up  to  the  business  of  his  father,  who 
was  a  staymaker.    By  the  advice  of  Franklin  he  came  to 
America,  and  arrived  in  Plilladelphia  about  the  close  of 
1774.    His  pamphlet  entitled  "Common  Sense,"  which 
was  written  at  tlie  sug'g-estion  of  Dr.  Rush,  appeared  in 
January,  1776;  and  the  let;-islature  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
warded the  author  with  500  pounds.     He  also  obtained 
ag'runt  of  land  in  the  province  of  New  York.     In  1790 
he  went  to  London,  and  in  March  of  tlie  following-  year,  . 
excited  some  notice  by  the  "JJig'hts  of  Man,"  written  in 
answer  to  Edmund  Burke.    This  drew  a  prosecution 
upon  him,  and  he  fled  to  France,  where  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  National  Assembly;  but  in  the  time  of 
Robespieri-e  was  thrown  into  prison  and  narrowly  escap- 
ed the  g'uillotlne.    During-  his  imprisonment,  wliich 
lasted  eleven  months,  he  finished  his  infamous  "Ag-e  of 
Reason."    After  his  liberation,  he  wrote  some  political 
pamphlets,  one  of  them  a  scandalous  attack  upon  the 
character  of  General  Washington.    His  political  writ- 
ings were  exceeding'ly  populai-,  and  beneficial  to  the 
American  cause.    He  returned  to  America  in  1802,  and 
died  June  8,  1809.    His  g'rave  has  been  outrag-ed,  and 
his  bones  have  been  removed  across  tlie  Atlantic  for 
political  purposes.     It  was  no   uncommon  practice 
among  the  ancients,  to  exhibit  the  bleeding  and  marred 
corpse  of  a  favourite,  to  excite  the  popular  fury,  and  it 
seldom  failed  of  success;  but  we  question  whether  the 
same  combustible  tendency  exists  in  the  dry  bones  of 
a  disorganizing  politician.   The  experiment,  in  the  pre- 
sent in.stance,  proved  abortive.  It  is  the  first  on  record, 
and  we  trust  that  it  may  be  the  last. 

Among  tlie  vacillating  politicians  of  the  eventful  pe- 
r\od  of  the  Revolution,  was  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche, 
the  assist.ant  minister  of  Christ  church,  and  St.  Ptter's, 
in  Philadelphia.  lie  was  educated  at  the  Philadelphia 
College,  and  was  a  whig  until  the  British  army  entered 
the  city.  In  June,  1775,  he  preached  a  military  sermon 
in  support  of  the  cause  of  the  colonies;  and  yet,  while 
the  American  army  was  encamped  at  Valley  Forge,  he 
had  the  presumption  to  write  to  General  Washington, 
advising  him  to  renounce  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  "a 
degenerate  cause."  The  bearer  of  this  letter  was  Mrs. 
Ferguson,  a  lady  of  consldeiable  literary  attainments, 
and  who  contributed  a  vai-iety  of  essays,  in  prose  and 
verse,  to  the  literature  of  the  day.  On  receiving  a  letter 
of  this  corrupt  tendency,  Washington,  aware  of  tlie 
machinations  then  on  foot  to  remove  him,  if  practicable, 
from  his  station,  perceived  the  necessity  of  immediately 
laying-  this  extraordinary  communication  before  Con- 
gress, which  was  accordingly  done,  and  Mr.  Duche  left 
the  country.  He  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
England,  in  obscurity  Slid  neglect.  Graydon  calls  him 
"a  weak  and  vain,  but  probably  not  a  bad  man."  He  is 
also  noticed  in  Gait's  Life  of  West.  He  published  in 
1774  a  series  of  letters,  under  the  signature  of  Tamoc 
Caspipina,  and  also  a  volume  of  sermons. 

Duche's  defection  is  not  to  be  tried  by  the  tone  of 
thought  of  the  present  age,  but  by  the  feeling  which  pre. 
vailed  at  the  important  crisis,  when  he  took  the  step 
that  destroyed  his  earthly  prospects.    The  world  had 
long  slumbered  over  the  idea  of  the  pcrfectabllity  of  an 
inherent  form  of  government,  and  it  rejjosed  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  like  an  incubus,  which  it  appeared  impossible 
to  shake  off.    A  republic  was  pronounced  unfit  for  the 
control  and  prosperity  of  a  popular  nation,  and  it  was 
asserted  that  the  idea  could  be  experimented  upon,  with 
a  prospect  of  success,  only  among  the  unambitious 
shepherds,  on  the  snow-clad  mountains  of  Switzerland. 
Such  were  the  sentiments  of  some  who  were  instrumen- 
tal in  revolutionizing  the  human  mind.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  all  who  sat  in  our  councils,  or  fought  our  bat-  i 
ties,  during  the  war  of  independence,  foresaw  the  happy  1 
result  of  the  enterprise.    They  were  sensible  of  their  < 
own  grievances,  and  many  contended,  merely  with  tire  i 
design  to  have  those  grievances  redressed,  and  then  to  ] 


•  convert  the  sword  into  the  ploughshare,  and  return  to 
,  their  allegiance;  while  others  acknowledg-ed  the  neces- 
I  sity  of  being-  disengaged  from  European  influence,  but 
i  in  their  patriotic  dream,  rjb.ands  of  distinction,  stars,  ti- 
tles aiid  laced  appai'el,  occasionally  obtruded.  Such 
men  unquestionably  there  were,  men  too  of  enlightened 
minds,  who  did  much  service,  and  had  their  country's 
good  nearest  at  heart,  and  let  them  not  be  hastily  con- 
demned for  a  dream  of  this  kind.  The  most  perfect 
system  of  civil  government  then  upon  earth  was  that  of 
.  Great  Britain.  Monarchies  presented  themselves  wher- 
ever the  eye  was  turned,  and  the  earth  groaned  beneath 
the  welglit  of  thrones.  It  would  have  been  a  bold  flight 
of  mind,  indeed,  to  have  predicted  the  present  condition 
of  America.  The  human  mind  may  be  compared  to  the 
young  eag-le,  taken  from  its  nest,  domesticated,  and  its 
wings  clipped.  Never  having  en  joyed  its  wild  liberty 
in  a  purer  region,  it  remains  satisfied  in  the  haunts  of 
man;  but  having  once  tasted  of  its  native  freedom,  it  is 
beyond  the  skill  of  man  to  tame  the  full  grown  bird. — 
Our  course  has  been  through  a  stream  of  resistless  light 
for  the  last  half  century.  It  has  extended  beyond  oui- 
hemisphere,  and  awakened  from  the  sleep  of  centuries 
the  most  restless  of  the  human  mind;  and  there  is  no 
power  on  earth  that  can  now  lull  it  to  its  ancient  repose- 

R.  P.  S. 

  Ffi/'l.  Mon.  Mag. 

REMINISCENCES  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

OUR  CITY. 

About  the  time,  when,  in  Paris,  the  head  of  Louis, 
'our  aug-ust  ally,"  had  rolled  into  the  basket;  when  it 
had  been  pronounced  before  the  Convention,  'Lyons  is 
no  more;'  when  the  Abbe  Selves  had  placed  in  his  pigeon 
holes,  (until  called  for,)  Constitutions  for  every  State  in 
Europe;  when  our  Mr.  Monroe  had  exhibited  to  Eu- 
rope 'a  strong- spectacle;'  when  the  three  grinning  wolves 
of  Paris  had  begun  to  lap  French  blood;  while  Lieut. 
Bonaparte,  of  the  Artillerj',  was  warming  his  scabbard 
in  the  anti-chamber  of  liarras;  when  the  straw  blaze  of 
civil  liberty,  enkindled  in  France,  by  a  ('spark  from  the 
altar  nf  '76' — which  only  sufficiently  illuminated  the 
surrounding  gloom  of  despotism,  to  render  the  'dark- 
ness visible,')  was  fast  going  out,  leaving  only  the  black- 
ened embers,  and  a  smoke  in  the  nostrils.    About  this 
time,  almost  every  vessel  arriving  here,  brought  fugi- 
tives from  the  infuriated  negro  in  Port  au  Prince,  or  the 
sharp  axe  of  the  guillotine  in  Paris,  dripping  night  and 
day  with  the  blood  of  Frenchmen,  shed  in  the  name  of 
liberty,  equality,  and  the  (sacred)  rights  of  man.  Our 
city  thronged  with  French  people  of  all  shades  from  the 
Colonies,  and  those  from  Old  France,  giving  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  great  hotel,  or  place  of  shelter  for  stran- 
gers, hastily  collected  together  from  a  rag'ing  tempest. 
I'he  characteristic  old  school  simplicity  of  the  citizens, 
in  manners,  habits  of  dress,  and  modes  of  thinking  and 
speaking,  on  the  subject  of  civil  i-ights,  and  forms  of 
government,  bj  the  square  and  rule  of  reason  and  ar- 
gument, and  the  'rules  of  the  schools,'  began  to  be  bro- 
ken in  upon  by  the  new  enthusiasm  of  Caira  and  Car- 
magnole.    French   boarding  houses,  (Pension  Fran- 
caise,)  multiplied  in  every  street.    The  one  at  the  south 
east  corner  of  I?ace  and  Second  streets,  having  some  40 
windows,  was  filled  with  Colonial  French  to  the  garret 
windows,  whistling  and  jumping  about,  fiddling  and 
singing,  as  fancy  seemed  to  suggest,  like  so  many  crick- 
ets and  grasshoppers.    Groups  of  both  sexes  were  to 
be  seen  seated  on  chairs,  in  summer  weather  forming 
semi-circles  near  the  doors,  so  displayed,  as  sometimes 
to  render  it  necessary  to  step  into  the  street  to  get  along; 
their  tongues,  shoulders  and  hands  in  perpetual  motion, 
jabbering  away,  'all  talkers  and  no  hearers. "  Mestizo 
ladles,  with  complexions  of  the  palest  marble,  jet  black 
hair,  and  eyes  of  the  gazelle,  and  of  the  most  exquisite 
symmetry  were  to  be  seen,  escorted  along  the  pave- 
ment by  white  French  gentlemen,  both  dressed  in  West 
India  fashion,  and  of  the  richest  materials.    Coal  black 
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negresses,  in  flowing'  white  dresses,  and  turbans  of  'mu- 
choirde  Madras,'  exhibiting-  their  iyory  domiros,  in  so- 
cial  walk,  with  a  white  or  Creole — altog-ether,  forming-  a 
contrast  to  the  Native  Americans,  and  the  emig-rants  from 
Old  France,  most  cf  whom  still  kept  to  the  stately  old 
Bourbon  style  of  dress  and  manner,  wearing  the  head 
full,  powdered  a  la  I,ouis,  golden  headed  cane,  silver 
buckles,  and  cocked  hat,  seemingly  to  express  thereby 
their  fierce  contempt  for  the  pantaloons,  silk  shoe  striiig, 
and  'Brutus  Crop.' 

The  'Courier  des  Dames,'  of  both,  daily  ogling  and 
'sighing  like  a  furnace,'  bowing  a  la  distance — dang- 
ling in  door  \va.ys  by  day,  and  chanting  'dans  votre  lit' 
by  night,  under  the  window,  of  our  nativefair  ones,  be- 
wildered by  the,  at  that  time,  novel  and  delightful  in- 
cense of  flattery,  so  unusual  to  them  in  the  manner,  and 
offered  so  romantically  by  young-  P'rench  gentlemen, 
{possibly)  elegant  and  debonaire.  The  Marseilles  hymn 
was  learned ^nd  sung  by  the  citizens  every  where,  to 
wijich  they  added  the  American  song  of  Hail  Liberty 
Supreme  Delight.  Instrumental  music  abounded  in  the 
city  every  where,  by  daj^  as  well  as  b)'  night,  from  Frenr.h 
gentlemen,  (may  be)  amateurs,  on  the  hautboy,  violin 
and  clarionet,  exquisitely  played — and  seemingly  in- 
tended to  catch  the  attention  of  neighbouring  fair  ones, 
at  opposite  windows. 

The  blue,  red  and  white  cockade  and  flag  were  to  be 
seen  in  every  direction;  with  varieties  of  emblems  in 
shop  windows  of  Liberty  and  Equality;  such  for  exam- 
ple, as  black  and  white  naked  children,  in  fraternal  hug. 
Dunlap's  House  (in  Market  street,)  and  Garden,  the  re- 
sidence of  citizen  Genet,  the  French  Minister — was  one 
continued  scene  (for  a  time,)  of  republican  revel,  civic 
fete,  fire  works,  and  dancing  calra  round  the  Pole  and 
Cap  of  Liberty.    Many  ultra  patriotic  citizens,  taking- 
into  consideration;  the  coldness  of  the  general  govern- 
ment towards  the  citizen  Genet,  had  a  town  meeting 
called  in  the  State  House  3'ard;  where  the  reading  of  an 
address,  containing  'words  that  breathed  and  thoughts 
that  burned,'  having  been  commenced  by  the  chairman; 
who,  possessing  but  a  feeble  tone  of  voice,  the  assem- 
bSed  citizens  presently  began  to  be  impatient  at  his  want 
of  that  'boiling,  bubbling-  energy,'  necessary  for  the 
occasion.    A  loud  call  was  made  for  Doctor  — — ,  who 
was  unanimously  voted  into  the  chair;  to  commence 
over  again,  and  read  their  address,  which  he  performed 
to  their  entire  satisfaction;  and  which  they  expressed  by 
shouting  and  clapping  of  hands.    The  Doctor  was  In 
person,  large  and  portly,  dark  suit  and  ruffles  with  pow- 
dered short  hair,  in  appearance  gentlemanly,  and  of  san- 
g-iiine  complexion.  He  had  a  powerful  voice,  not  unlike 
the  sound  from  a  fallen  bar  of  iron,  with  which  he  utter- 
ed every  word  and  sentiment  with  truly  patriotic  fervor; 
waking  the  veiy  echo  from'the  neighbouring  walls;  the 
whole  'procedure'  ending  wltli  loud  acclamation. 

Curious  Tales  of  Doubloons  and  Old  French  Plate, 
being  found  in  large  quantities  in  hogsheads  of  coffee 
and  sugar,  sold  at  the  auctions,  supposed  to  have  been 
shipped  off  by  the  Island  owners,  in  haste  and  at  a  ven- 
ture :  they  intending-  to  follow,but  prevented  by  a  bloody 
gash  In  their  throats  by  the  negroes.  Every  thing  of 
the  Old  School  had  almost  gone  out  of  vogue  with  the 
majority,  in  dress,  politics  and  religion.  Many  of  the 
ultra  patriotic  citizens  (at  the  time)  used  to  meet  at 
stated  times,  of  evenings,  in  the  Old  Academy  to  'take 
note'  of  the  movements  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Ha- 
milton and  Knox:  whether  or  no,  these  'Solomons'  and 
'Samsons,'  were  in  danger  of  being  seduced  from  the 
strait  line  of  duty  by  the — gold  of  England — and  If  so, 
to  sound  an  alarm  to  the  people  througli  the  new  politi- 
cal trumpet,  ('Surgo  utproslm,')  by  the  grandson  of 
Franklin — about  this  time  the  French  frigate  Ambus-- 
cade.  Citizen  Bompard,  commander,  came  up  the  Dela- 
ware, and  anchored  oft'  Callowhlll  street.  This  added 
fresh  straw  to  the  blaze;  the  oflicers  being  much  on 
shore,  and  huzza'd  by  boys  and  men;  French  cockades 
selling  at  six  pence  a  piece.    For  some  offence  offered 


to  the  person  of  the  captain,  while  in  the  city,  the  whole 
crew  or  nearly,  came  on  shore  one  day  to  revenge  the 
indignity  on  the  offenders,  said  to  have  been  offered  by 
some  English  sailors.  They  landed  in  boats,  and  having- 
formed  in  hlg'gledy  piggledy  order,  they  marched  up 
hill,  when  wheeling  to  the  left,  they  marched  down 
P'ront  street — officers  and  men  all  vociferating  together 
and  armed  with  swords,  pistcils,  hatchets  and  long-  pikes; 
a  few  armed  stragglers  following  on  the  pavement  on 
each  side.  Matthew  Clarkson,  the  Mayor,  h.aving  col- 
lected the  constables  and  some  citizens  in  a  body,  per- 
formed the  solemn  farce  of  marching  'down  town,'  after 
them.  Not  finding  their  English  enemies  and  without 
injuring  any  one,  they  re-embarked  in  their  boats,  -which 
had  followed  them  down  the  river  to  South  street  wharf? 
from  whence,  they  returned  to  the  ship,  singing  the  Mar- 
seilles Hymn,  in  full  chorus  &11  the  way. 

Sometime  afterwards  the  fi-igate  went  down  the  bay, 
and  out  to  sea,  having  been  challenged  by  the  British 
frigate  Boston.    The  engagement  took  place  off  Sandy 
I  look.  In  which  both  captains  were  killed,  and  both  ships 
claimed  the  victory;  but  as  neither  was  taken,  it  was 
considered  a  drawn  battle.    Among  the  many,  and  va- 
ried expedients  resorted  to  to  'raise  the  wind,'  by  some, 
and  recruit  the  finances,  by  others  of  the  multitudes  of 
emigrants  residing  In  the  sea  ports,  the  balloon  and  car 
of  citizen  Blancliard  was  the  most  talked  of  and  most 
remarkable,  it  being  the  first  'arrial  flight'  that  had  beere 
projected  on  American  ground,  by  any  one.    So  great 
was  the  excitement  produced  by  it  among  the  citizens, 
and  In  the  mind  of  Washington,  among  others,  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  give  to  Blancliard,  a  certificate,  (as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,)  to  all  and  every  one  among 
whom  he  should  alight  from  his  car.    The  prison  yard, 
on  Sixth  street,  was  the  scene  of  operation,  so  as  to  give 
the  people  outside  a  fair  view  from  'Potter's  Field,'  op- 
posite, which,  on  the  day  of  ascension  was  completely 
jammed  with  spectators,  and  from  whence  the  one  half 
of  the  balloon  was  visible,  in  appearance  not  unlike  a 
monstrous  water  melon,  reeling  to  and  fro,  in  a  water 
tub.    From  the  willow  tree,  which  then  stood  near  the 
Seventh-street  part  of  the  field,  which,  at  the  time,  ran 
through  to  Spruce  street,  'Lady'  Washington  was  seen 
to  drive  rapidly  up  in  her  cream  coloured  coach,  drawn 
by  four  Spanking  Virginia  bays.   She  had  hardly  adjust- 
ed herself  at  the  coach  window,  when  the  balloon  as- 
cended rapidl}',  but  steadily,  to  a  great  perpendicular 
height,  with  Blanchard  in  the  car  beneath,  waving  his 
flag.    He  then  passed  away  to  the  south  east,  through 
immense  flocks  of  wild  pigeons,  in  flight  at  the  time, 
which  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  as  he  passed,  they 
seemingly  frightened  at  the  wonderful  stranger.  He 
finally  vanished  into  thin  air  as  from  a  point,  and  landed 
safely  in  the  Jerseys,  near  Woodberry;  having  caused 
great  alarm,  as  he  descended  among  the  country  people. 
He  returned  the  same  evening  to  the  city,  and  by  a  spe- 
cial invitation,  (as  was  said,)  presented  himself,  at  No. 
190  High  street,  near  Sixth,  (now  a  fruit  store,)  where, 
at  his  residence,  as  President  of  the  U.  States,  George 
Washington,  was  In  the  habit  of  holding  a  weekly  le- 
vee for  his  friends  and  strangers  of  distinction.  About 
this  time,  and  for  years  afterwards,  a  remarkable  sailor, 
whose  lower  rigging  on  the  larboard  side,  had  been  shot 
away,  used  to  traverse  the  sti-eets  and  markets  on  crutch- 
es, vending  baUads  and  extra  accounts  of  famous  battles 
between  the  French  and  Austrlans,  every  now  and  then 
twanging  out,  with  sonorous  tone,  Bloody  News!  but 
he  has  passed  away,  as  also  the  'Bcpubllc  Francalse,' 
and  the  heroes  of  those  battles  and  the  effects  of  them; 
the  Consulship,  and  the  Throne  Imperial;  which  had 
been  swayed  by  one 

"Whose  Game  was  Erripires,  and  whose  stakes  were 
Thrones, 

"Whose  Table  Earth,  whose  dice  were  human  bones; 

But  he  also  hath  passed  awaj'  to  the  'clods  of  the  val- 
ley,' in  St.  Helena;  his  coffin  15  feet  under  ground,  and 
fastened  down  by  clamps  of  iron; 
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"With  not  a  line  along'  the  lid, 

"To  date  the  birth  and  death  of  all  it  hid."  ■ 

Which  lattei-  circumstance  happened,  as  is  known  to 
all,  7iot  LANG  SYNE. 


SOUTHERN  DISPENSARY. 
According  to  custom,  the  Manag-ers  of  the  Southern 
Dispensary,  lay  before  the  pubhc  their  Annual  Report. 
In  so  doing-,  they  lament  the  necessity  of  exposing  to 
view  the  smallness  of  the  sum  derived  from  annual  con- 
tributions, in  an  institution  among  tlie  most  useful  ever 
devised  by  the  spirit  of  benevolence.  But  for  the  aid 
lent  by  the  occasional  legacies  of  the  charitable,  the 
poor  of  Soutlwark  would  have  been  denied  the  benefit 
of  an  institution,  to  which  they  have  long  looked  for 
assistance,  in  the  trying  circumstances  of  sickness,  im- 
bittered  by  poverty.  It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated, 
that  such  charities  are  among  the  earliest  applied  to  by 
those  who  are  descending  from  competency  and  com- 
fort, into  poverty  and  sorrow;  that  their  benefits  arc  sel- 
dom abused  or  misapplied;  and  that  by  the  timely  aid 
derived  from  them,  many  a  sufferer  is  prevented  froni 
incurring  expenses,  which  might  render  his  poverty  w- 
remediable.  It  is  hoped  that  those  who  are  desirous  of 
directing  a  portion  of  their  superfluity,  towards  the  re- 
lief of  poverty  combined  with  disease,  will  not  wait  to 
be  personally  solicited,  but  will  enhance  the  value  of 
the  donation,  by  making  it  a  free-will  offering. 

Donations  and  subscriptions  may  be  addressed  to  R. 
M'Mullin,  Treasurer,  No.  161  Swanson  street,  or  to  any 
of  the  Managers. 

One  thousand  and  thirty  six  patients  have  been  at- 
tended by  the  Physicians  of  the  Dispensary,  during  the 
year,  from  December  18,  1827",  to  December  15, 1828. 

Remaining  from  last  year,  22 

Admitted  since,  1014 

 1036 

Of  those,  the  number  recovered  is,   .955 

Relieved,  19 

Dead,  19 

Removed,  4 

Irregular  and  discharged  6 

Remaining  under  care,  33 

 1036 

The  Receipts  and  Expenditures  have  been  as  follows: 
The  Treasurer  has  received  from  December  18,  1827, 
to  December  15,  1828, 

Annual  Contributions  $102  00 

Donation  from  Isaac  Harvey  20  00 

A  Friend  5  00 

A  Citizen   5  00 

A.   5  00 

  25  00 

Joseph  M.  Paul,  being  proportion  of  the  rent 

of  property  left  by'.himes  Wills  265  00 

Account  passed  by  the  P.oard,  but  not  paid,  6  94 

John  Dillon,  amount  of  Bridget  M'Guire'sbond 

and  mortgage,  with  interest  498  32 

Edward  B.  Garrigues,  amount  of  John  Gran- 

dom's  legacy  ••  1640  o7 

Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  December 

18,  1828   120  72 


Total, 


2671  35 


due  thereon,  to  Philadelphia  Dispensary  1078  22  i 

Amount  put  out  at  interest  on  Bond  and  Mort- 
gage.'.  800  00 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  this  day,  Dec. 

15th,  1828  ,  126  m 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Iron  Pipes  of  Conduit  32  00 

House  Expenses  and  Medicines  209  61 

Apothecaries'  Salary  from  25th  October,  1827, 

to  1st  November,  1828  203  33 

Ground  Rent  on  Lot  attached  to  Dispensary. . .  .41  06 

Orders  drawn  last  year  and  paid  this  173  38 

Collecting-  Subscriptions  6  94 

Amount  of  Bond  and  Mortgage,  with  interest 


Total, 


2671  35 


Pubhshed  by  direction  of  the  Managers. 

C.  PENROSE,  President. 
P.  WiLLiAMSos,  Secretary. 

ANNUAL  KICPORT 
OF  THE  NORTHERN  DISPENSARY. 

Eleven  hundred  and  fifty  patients  have  been  under 
the  care  of  the  Dispensary,  from  January  1,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  inclusive,  to  wit: — 

Remaining  last  year  19 

Admitted  in  1828  1131 


Of  whom,  the  number  recovered  is  1100 

Died    27 

Relieved  and  irregular  8 

Remaining  under  care  15 


1150 


1150 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  have  been  as  follows: — 
RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  Treasury,December  31,  148  92 

Income  of  Wills'  Legacy  265  00 

Principal  and  interest  on  U.  States  Stock  336  00 

John  Grandom's  Legacy  1950  00 

Interest  on  the  above    38  33 

Daniel  Sutter's  Legacy   97  50 

Interest  on  Loan,  Kensington  District   90  00 

Contributions  364  00 


Total, 


3289  75 


EXPENDITURES. 

Loan  to  Kensington  District  2600  00 

Medicines  167  87 

Apotliecary's  Salary  80  00 

Medical  Books  and  Periodicals  58  12-^ 

Printing,  binding  and  stationary  10'  43  J 

Bleeding,  Cupjjingand T^eeching  110  40 

Collector's  Commissions  36  295 

Balance  in  Treasury  226  62^ 

Total   ...3289  75 

The  Managers  of  the  Northern  Dispensary,  in  pre- 
senting their  Annual  Report,  wish  to  direct  the  attention 
of  tlic  public,  particularly  to  the  circumstance  that  the 
benefit  of  this  charity  has  been  bestowed  in  1150  cases 
of  disease,  at  an  average  expense  of  31  cents  in  each 
case.  He  who.  has  languished  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
and  has  imbibed  hope  and  consolation  from  the  attention 
of  his  Physician,  and  experienced  relief  from  pain,  or 
renewed  health  from  the  use  of  his  remedies,  will  highly 
appreciate  an  institution  which  thus  cheerfully  confers 
the  same  benefit  upon  thousands  of  the  afflicted,  and 
materially  diminishes  the  amount  of  human  misery.  In 
the  last  report  of  this  board,  the  formation  of  a  Medical 
Library  was  advocated.  Since  th.at  time  some  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  measure,  under  a  conviction  that 
it  is  calculated  to  be  of  considerable  service  to  the  ob- 
jects of  our  charity,  by  the  facility  it  alfords  their  phj'si- 
cians  of  extending  their  Medical  knowledge.  Owing 
to  ovu'  economical  arrangements,  we  have  been  enabled 
to  do  this  without  interfering  with  the  main  object  of 
thi  Institution.  Butwedesire  it  to  be  expressly  under- 
stood that  dispensing  inferior  Medicines  forms  no  part  of 
our  economy.  Annual  contributions,  donations  and  le- 
gacies of  the  charitable,  will  be  gratefully  received  by 
John  C.  Browne,  Treasurer,  President  of  the  Kensing', 
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ton  Bank,  at  the  Dispensary,  No,  373  North  Front  street, 
or  any  of  the  Managers.  =  ^  - 

Published  by  order  of  the  Board,  of  Managers.    ■  ■ 
GEORGE  BOYD,  President.  ^ 

Joseph  S.  Rilet,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  January  1,  1829.  '  ■  , 


METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

January  5,  1829. 

Mr.  Hazard:-^ 

.  With  this  you  will  receive  an  extract  from  my  memo- 
randums, relative  to  the  coldest  mornings,  commencing 
with  the  winter  of  1824,  and  ending  with  this  day.  My 
observations  were  taken  at  half  past  seven  A.  M.,  ex- 
cepting a  few  at  8  A.  M.  from  the  same  thermometer, 
placed  in  the  same  situation  and  exposed  to  the  north. 
When  the  glass  was  as  high  as  20, 1  made  no  memoran- 
dum. ...  Yours,  he.  J.  T. 

1824.  "-rZ  1826.  Jan.  18,  12 
Jan.  20,  IS"  Jan.  5,  18°  19,  iO 
Feb.  2,    10  ,             6,    17               20,  12 

3,  15     .    03-25,      9         (C  21,  7 
03°  4,     9  26,    10  22,  15 

25.    17  27,    18  25,  16 

Mar.  1,    17        O^-  31,     9        Feb.  12,  15 

1825.  Feb.  1,  7,*  Dec.  23,  16 
Jan.  30,  18  Dec.25,  18  1828. 
teb.  5,    19  28,      7       Jan.  22,  13° 

4,  H  29,    16  24,  14 

5,  13  1827.  Dec.  20.  17 
^,    19        Jan.  4,    17  31  18 

Dec.  13,    6*  5,    14  1829. 

14,    17*  6,    14        Jan.    3,  5 

23,    14*  7,    19  4,  14 

-      27,    18*         (O-  17,      6  5,  10 

From  the  preceding  observations,  it  appears  that  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant  was  the  coldest  during  the 
last  four  years.  In  9  cases  only  (marked  CCT)  has  the 
thermometer  been  below  10° 

(*)Takenat8  A.M.—  >  - 

Quantity  of  Rain  that  fell  during  the  years  1827  and 
1828,  as  shown  by  the  Rain  Guage,  kept  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital.  INCHES. 

1827  1828 

1st  Month  ......2  86       2  05 

2d  Month  ........3  55       2  75 

3d  Month  X  23       3  35 

4th  Month   2  83       3  82 

5th  Month   2  50       3  49 

6th  Month  :  2  09       2  69 

7th  Month  .  .2  97      5  33 

8th  MoTith  5  75       1  51 

9th  Month  i  79       4  52 

10th  Month  .......5  91       1  39 

11th  Month  '..4  76       6  71 

12th  Month   ......2  26       0  26 

Inches       -       -     _ -       -   .      38  50       37  97 

SCHUYLKILL  NAVIGATION."  ^ 

.dnnual  Report  of  the  President  and  Managers  of  t)ie 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  to  the  Stockholders. 


zed,  and  every  view  of  the  subject  leads  to  the  belief  of 
a  great  augmentation  of  its  business  and  profits  in  the 
future;  the  increase  has  been  gradual  so  as  to  warrant 
its  permanency,  to  continue  confidence  in  the  usefulness 
of  the  w  ork,  and  add  daily  to  the  resort  by  traders  to  its 
conveniences,  not  only  from  the  country  on  its  bordersj 
but  from  more  distant  parts  on  the  Susquehanna. 

During  the  last  year  many  substantial  improvements 
and  repairs  have  been  put  upon  the  work;  parts  which 
were  early  constructed,  have  been  faithfully  repaired, 
and  will  not  again  require  expenditure  for  a  considera- 
ble period.  Works  which  had  not  been  completed, 
have  been  finished,  and  much  progress  made  in  others 
which  were  referred  to  in  the  last  repoi  t.  Amongst  the 
former  may  be  named  the  extension  of  the  navigation  to 
Mill  Creek,  which  is  finished  in  a  very  faithful  manner, 
and  does  great  credit  to  the  engineer  and  contractor, 
Mr.  George  Duncan;  and  amongst  the  latter,  which  are 
nearly  completed,  are  to  be  found  the  channels  and  the 
towpaths  of  Fair  Mount  and  Flat  Rock  dams,  and  the 
extension  of  the  towpath  to  Sheridan's  Bridge  from 
Fair  Mount  locks.  The  Canal  at  Plymouth  has  been 
v/idened  and  a  new  lock  and  feeder  put  in,  so  as  to  make 
the  Canal  available  for  water  power. 

The  works  generally  have  been  improved  iu  solidity, 
and  few  accidents  have  occurred  to  impede  a  steady  na- 
vigation during  the  whole  season. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Stockholders,  the  board  has  borrowed  102, 
630  dollars,  of  which  54,630  dollars  was  taken  at  an  in- 
terest of  5  per  cent.,  and  the  remainder  at  5^  percent., 
the  latter  with  a  small  premium  averaging  lA  per  cent. 
The  sums  thus  raised,  were  applied  to  pay  for  the  afore, 
mentioned  works  and  repair,  for  the  purchase  of  Real 
Estate  at  Plymouth,  10,800  doll.-xrs;  for  damages  10,112 
dollars  58  cents;  for  temporary  loans  40,000  dollars,  and 
for  permanent  loans  8000  dollars. 

Anthracite  coal,  the  use  of  which  a  few  years  ago  was 
unknown,  and  of  which  in  1820,  only  between  three 
and  four  hundred  tons  was  consumed,  has  now  become 
an  article  of  the  first  necessity,  and  the  consumption 
has  advanced  to  upwards  of  75,000  tons  a  year  and  is 
constantly  increasing;  so  as  to  warrant  the  belief,  that 
the  demand  will  be  fully  equal  in  a  few  years  to  the 
means  of  supply,  and  thus  afford  a  bountiful  return  to 
the  Stockholders  for  the  long  privation  of  the  income  of 
their  capital,  advanced  to  forward  a  magnificent  work, 
and  one  so  important  to  the  State. 

The  quantity  of  coal  which  was  brought  to 

market  last  season,  was  47284  tons. 

And  in  1827,  only  ■  ■  -  -     '  31360 


The  return  of  another  year  calls  upon  the  President 
and  Managers  to  render  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 
with  a  statement  of  the  afi^airs  of  the  Company,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  season. 

The  anticipation  in  the  last  report,  of  a  handsome  in-    ,.,   „. 

crease  of  the  tolls  of  the  Company  has  been  fully  reali-  I  which  were  43,108  dollars 
Vol.  II].         '4  , 


Showing  an  increase  of  .    ~  .   -  15,924  tons 

or  more  than  50  per  cent,  whicli  increase  is  very  nearly 
equal  to  the  whole  quantity  brought  down  in  1826,  which 
was  16767  tons. 

But  valuable  as  this  fact  is,  there  is  yet  another  source 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  business,  which  is  very  en- 
couraging, and  shows  the  importance  of  the  trade  inde- 
pendent of  Coal. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  tolls  last  year,  was  $87171 
Of  this  there  was  derived  from  Coal,  46202 
And  from  articles  of  Merchandise, 
Flour,  Iron,  &c.  40969 

Which  shows  that  the  tolls  on  articles  other  than  Coal, 
are  nearly  equal  to  those  received  from  Coal. 

In  1828,  the  whole  amount  of  tolls  was,  as 

before  mentioned,  87171 
And  in  1827j  .     ..  .  '    '  58174 


Being  an  increase  of  28997 
which  is  an  advance  of  about  50  per  cent,  on  the  tolls  of 
1827. 

It  may  be  observed  also,  that  the  tolls  of  1828  are 
ipwards  of  100  per  cent,  more  than  those  of  1826, 
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The  continued  advance  of  the  ascending  trade  is  also 
matter  of  great  encouragement.       .  .^ 
n  amounted  in  1828,  to       -  >         5523  1  70 

While  in  1827,  it  was  only       -     ,  '-     .   -  15284 


$7886 


Showing  an  increase  of  about'51  per  cent 
The  tonnage  conveyed  on  tlie  Canal  in  1828, 

was,  ....       105,463  tons. 

And  that  of  1827,  was  -  •     '    -  65,501 


:         Difference,  -    '  •  39,962 

feeing  an  increase  of  61  per  cent.  The  tonnage  in  1826 
was  32,404  tons,  so  that  the  tonnage  of  1828  is  more 
than  three  times  that  of  1826. 

Of  the  tolls,  there  was  received  from  boats  which  na- 
■yigated  the  Union  Canal,  the  sum  of  12,214  dollars  and 
65  cents,  from  which  source  a  much  larger  sum  may  be 
expected  the  coming  season,  fiojn  the  gi'eat  improve- 
ments and  exertions  now  making  by  its  active  and  en- 
terprising presiderrt  and  managers. 

I'he  income  of  the  coinpanj'  from  its^Keal  Estate, 
and  from  its  Ground  Rents  and  Water  Kents  will,  this 
year  be,  12,426  dollars;  the  amount  received  Ia-,t  year, 
it  appears  by  the  accounts  submitted;  was  7618  dollars 
94  cents,  to  which  will  be  added  the  arrtara.^es  2500 
«lollars. 

With  this  report,  the  Managers  beg  leave  to  present 
the  following  accounts,  which  they  refer  to  as  part  of  it, 
viz. 

The  accounts  of  the  company  for  1828. 
A  general  account  of  the  affairs  of  the  Corn- 


No.  1. 
No,  2. 


pany. 

No.  3.  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  which  ascended 
the  Schuylkill  Nai  igation  in  1828. 

No.  4.  A  statement  of  the  articles  descending  the 
Navigation  in  1828. 

Upon  tlic  whole,  the  President  and  Managers  see  eve- 
ry reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  prospects  of  the  com- 
pany, and  believe  they  are  not  too  sanguine  in  express- 
ing an  opinion,  that  some  return  will  be  made  at  an  early 
day  to  the  Stockholdersfor  their  long  continued  patience 
and  perseverance. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  S.  LEWIS,  President. 
Philadelphia,  J;m.  5,  1829. 
Statement  of  Articles  ascending  the  Schuylkill  Naviga- 
tion, in  1828, 

Tms.Qwl.qrs. 


Merchandise 

6007 

3 

0 

Salt  Pish        ■"-   '  ^  - 
Salt        -               -        -    '■  -: 

2054 

1 

2 

■  473 

4 

0 

I'lastcr     -         -         -           -     .  ■  - 

6308 

10 

0 

Bricks     .-         -  -  - 

36 

19 

0 

Iron         ■-       --      ■  -.  .  _   ^  -       "  -'  - 

352 

7 

2 

Iron  Ore      '          ■     -  - 

-  2267 

10 

0 

Lime  Stone  •    ,  -'                ■  .    .•  •» 

2701 

0 

-0 

Virginia  Coal      -         -          -  - 

363 

8 

0 

Burr  Stones                       .  -' 

5 

0 

0 

Marble       -          '  '    -\             ,    •  -. 

40 

16 

2 

Cement     -       -  '         •    .  ..     '  . 

24 

2 

2 

Grain,  2000  bushels,     -       '  -.• 

-  50 

4 

'2 

Blooms        -  - 

270 

10 

0 

Lumber       -       -         .     ■      .  . 

82 

11 

0 

Sundries      -       -        -.  ■. 

.  292 

1 

2 

Total  ascen^ling, 

21,329 

9 

•  0 

Statement  of  Articles  descending  the  Schuylkill  Navi- 
gation, in  1828. 


Coal  - 

Flour,  66,835  barrels 

Grain,  105,782  bushels 

Whiskey 

Iron 

Oil  -        ■  -  , 

Butter       -       ■    _  ■ 
Flax  Seed,  6450  bushels 


Tbra.";.  Cwi.qrs. 
47,284  15  0 


636; 
2644 
1152 
1853 
29 
126 
160 


11 
11 

14 
15 
4 
14 


0 

1- 

1 

3 

0 

1 

2 


Leather    '  - 

Paper    ■       ,, ' 
Lumber  ■ .  -  '  . 
Potash 
Hats 

Live  Hogs 
Lime  Stone 
Iron  Ore 
Nails 

Sawed  Marble 
Cord  Wood  . 
Stone  -  •  ■ 
Blooms  ■  -  --. 
Lime  -J  , 
Lead  Ore  .-  .- 
Ice 

Tallow 
Sundries 


Tota?  descending, 


Tons.  Cwt. 

nrs. 

84 

2 

3 

•■'  32 

19 

0 

6795 

4 

0 

3 

17 

1 

10 

8 

0 

37- 

0 

0 

-  ■  5358 

0 

0 

L-K '  1674 

0 

0 

'  904 

15 

0 

552 

0 

0 

I  14-45 

0 

0 

6791 

■  0 

0- 

V/-  273' 

■ 

o- 

'-     .  83 

-  0 

& 

54 

0 

0' 

32 

0 

0 

■    -  8 

0 

0 

-  361 

12 

0 

84,133 

13 
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MEETING  ON  BOSTON  PORT  BILL. 

-  '  PliliadelpMtt,june,^77A: 

At  a  very]  large  and  respectable  raeeting  of  the  free- 
holders  and  freemen  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phii'a- 
delphia,  on  Saturday,  June  18,  1774.  .  ,7^/; 

Thomas  JVilling.  John  iJiclcinson,  Esqs.  Chairmen. 

I.  liesolvcd,  That  the  act  of  pafliament,  for  shutting 
up  the  port  of  Boston,  is  unconstitutional;  oppressive 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  to«>i;  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  British  colonies;  and  th.at  therefore,  we  con- 
sider our  brethren,  at  Boston,  as  suffering  in  llie  com- 
mon cause  of  America.  '.  .:■  ■;  . 

II.  That  a  congress  of  deputies  from  the  several  "co-- 
loniesin  North  America,  is  the  most  probable  and  pro- 
per mode  of  procuring  relief  for  our  suflering- brethren, 
obtaining  redress  of  American  g-rievances,  securing  ouy 
rights  and  libel'ties,  and  re-establishing  peace  and  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  on  a 
constitutional  foundation, 

HI.  That  a  large  and  respectable  committee  be  im- 
mediately appointed  for  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  coi'i'espond  with  the  sister  colonies  and  with 
the  several  counties  in  this  province,  in  order  that  all 
may  unite  in  promoting  and  endeavouring  to  attain  the 
great  and  valuable  ends,  mentioned  in  the  foj-egoing  re- 
solution. 

IV.  That  the  committee  nominated  by  this  meeting' 
shall  consult  together,  and  on  mature  deliberation  de- 
termine, what  rs  the  most  proper  mode  of  collecting  the 
sense  of  this  province,  and  appointing  deputies  for  the 
same,  to  attend  a  geneial  congress;  and  having  deter- 
mined thereupon,  shall  take  such  measures,  as  by  them 
shall  be  judg-ed  most  expedient,  for  procuring  this  pro- 
vince to  be  represented  at  the  said  congress,  in  the  best 
manner  that  can  he  devised  for  promoting  the  publle 
welfare. 

V.  That  the  committee  be  instructed  immediately  to 
set  on  foot  a  subscrljjtion  for  the  relief  of  such  poor  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Boston,  as  may  be  deprived  of 
the  means  of  subsistence  by  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
parliament,  commonly  styled  the -Boston  jturt  bill.  The 
money  arising  from  such  sifbscription  to  be  laid  out  as 
the  committee  shall  think  will  best  answer  the  ends  pro- 
posed. -  •  .        •  - 

VI.  That  the  committee  consist  of  forty  three  persons, 
viz.  John  Dickinson,  Edw.ard  Pennington,  John  Nixon, 
Thomas  Willing,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Jo- 
seph Keed,  John  Roberts,  (miller)  Thomas  What  ton, 
jun.  Charles  Thompson,  Jacob  Barge,  Thomas  Barclay, 
William  Rush,   Robert   Smith,  (carpenter,)  Thomas 
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Fitzsimons,  CJeorg-e  Roberts,  Samuel  Ervin,  Thomas  Mif- 
flin, Jolm  Cox,  George  Gray,  Robert  Morris,  Samuel 
Miles,  John  M.  Nesbit,  Peter  Ciievalier,  Wm.  Moulder, 
Joseph  Moulder,  Anthoii}'  Morris,  jun.  John  Allen,  Je- 
remiah Warder,  jun.  Rev.  Dr.  William  Smith,  Paul  En- 
gle,  Thomas  Penrose,  James  Mease,  Benjamin  Marshall, 
Reuben  Haines,  John  Bayard,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Tiio- 
mas  Wharton,  Isaac  Howell,  Miciiael  Hilleg'as,  Adam. 
Ilublej,  Geoi-g-e  Sclilosser,  and  Christopher  Ludwick. 
After  tlie  first  reading-  of  tlie  propositions  that  had  been 
prepared  for  the  meeting'  on  Saturday  tlse  18th  inst., 
and  before  they  Vvere  put  up  separately,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Smith  made  the  following:  short  address,  which  is  pub- 
lished at  the  desire  of  many. 

Tiie  occasion  of  this  meeting-  has  been  fully  explained 
to  you,  and  sundry  propositions  read,  which  are  now  to 
be  separately  offered  for  your  approbation  oi- disappro- 
bation. But  before  you  proceed  to  this  business,  it  lias 
been  thoug-ht  proper  to  submit  a  few  thing's  to -your 
g-ood  judg-ment,  with  respect  to  the  order  and  decorum 
necessary  to  be  observed,  in  the  discussioii  of  every 
question.  -        -  - 

It  need  not  be  repeated  to  you,  that  matters  of  the 
siig-hest  consequence  to  the  happiness  of  this  province, 
aiay  of  all  British  Amei-ica,  depend  upon  your  delibera- 
tions this  day — perhaps  nothing- less  than,  whether  the 
breach  with  the  country  fi-om  whicli  we  descended  sliall 
ibe  irreparably  widened,  or  whether  ways  and  means 
upon  constitutional  g-rounds,  mzy  not  yet  he  devised,  for 
closing-  tliat  breach;  and  restoring-  that  harmony  from 
which,  in  our  better  days.  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
derived  mutual  strength  and  glor}',  and  were  exalted 
into  an  importance  that,  both  in  peace  and  war,  made 
them  tlie  envy  and  terror  of  the  neighbouring'  nations' 
While  subjects  such  as  these  are  ag-itated" before  us, 
every  thing-  that  may  inflame  and  mislead  the  passions 
should  be  cast  far  behind  us.    A  cause  of  such  impor 
tance  and  magnitude  as  that  now  under  our  delibera- 
tion, is  not  to  be  conducted  to  its  true  issue  by  any  heat- 
ed or  hasty  resolves,  nor  by  any  bitterness  and  animosi 
ties  among  ourselves,  nor  even  perhaps  by  too  severe  a 
recapitulation  of  past  g-rievances;  buti-equire  the  tem- 
perate and  enlightened  zeal  of  the  patriot,  the  prudence 
and  experience  of  the  aged,  the  strength  of  mind  and 
vigour  of  those,  who  are  in  their  prime  of  life;  and,  in 
short,  the  united  wisdom  and  efforts  of  all,  both  high 
and  low,  joining  hand  in  hand,  and  setting  foot  to  foot, 
upon  the  firm  ground  of  reason  and  the  constitution. 

Whenever  party  distinctions  begin  to  operate,  we  shall 
give  cause  of  triumph  to  those,  who  may  be  watchful 

as  well  as  powerful  to  abridge  us  of  our  native  right.  

There  ought  to  be  no  party,  no  contention  Iiere,  but 
•*vlio  shall  be  firmest  and  foremost  in  the  common  cause 
of  America  Every  man's  sentiments  should  be  freely 
lieard,  and  without  prejudice.  While  we  contend  for 
liberty  with  others,  let  us  not  refuse  liberty  to  each  other. 

Whatever  vote  is  known  to  be  now  passed,  upon  full 
.deliberation,  and  by  the  unfUtimous  voice  of  this  g-reat 
city  and  county,  will  not  only  be  r£spected  through  all 
America,  but  will  have  such  a  weight  as  the  proudest 
Minister  in  England  may  have  reason  to  respect.  But  if 
it  is  known  to  be  a  divided  vote,  or  adopted  hastily  on 
same  angry  day.it  will  onl)' be  injurious  to  our  own  cause. 

What  I  have  in  charge  to  rcque.st  of  you  is  this — that 
if,  on  any  point,  we  should  liave  a  differe.nce  of  senti- 
ments, every  person  may  be  allowed  to  speak  his  mind 
freely,  and  to  conclude  what  he  has  to  offer,  without  any 
such  outward  marks  of  approTjation  or  disapprobation, 
.  as  clapping  or  hissing,-  and  that  if  a  division  should  be 
necessary  (which  it  is  hoped  may  not  be  the  case  this 
day)  such  division  may  be  made  in  the  m.anner  desired 
by  the  chairmen,  with  all  possible  order  and  decorum. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Circular  Letter  sent  by 
the  Commiltee  for  this  city  and  county,  to  the  differ- 
ent counties  in  this  province. 


Fhiludelphia,  June  28,  17'?'4. 

Gejttiemen: — 
The  committee  of  correspondence  for  this  city  and 
countv,  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  printed  copies  of  the 
resolve<,  passed  at  a  very  larg-e  and  respectable  meeting 
of  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  in  the  State-house 
Square,  on  Saturday  the  ISth  inst.  By  the  4tli  of  those 
resolves,  you  will  observe  that  it  was  left  for  the  Com- 
mittee "To  determine  on  the  most  proper  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  sense  of  this  pi-ovince  in  the  present  critical 
situation  of  our  aflairs,  and  appointing-  Deputies  to  at- 
tend ihe proposed  (Congress.'"  In  pursuance  of  this  trust, 
we  have,  upon  the  maturest  deliberation,  determined 
upon  the  mode  contained  in  the  two  following  jM'oposi- 
tions,  whicli  we  hope  may  meet  with  the  appi  obatiou 
and  concm-rence  of  your  respectable  county,  viz. 

"I.  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Honourable  House  of 
Representatives  be  desired  to  write  to  the  sever-.il  mem- 
bers of  Assembly  in  tliis  province,  requesting  them  to 
meet  in  this  city  as  soon  as  possible,  but  not  later  than 
the  Ist  of  August  next,  to  take  into  their  consideration 
our  very  alarming  situation.  • 

2;  'I'hat  letters  be  written"  to  proper  persons  in  each 
county,  recommen<ling  it  to  them  to  get  Conmiittees  ap- 
pointed for  their  respective  counties,  and  that  the  said 
Committees,  or  such  number  of  them  as  ma}  be  thought 
proper,  may  meet  in  Philadelphia  at  the  tinie  the  Re- 
presentatives are  convened,  in  order  to  consult  and  ad- 
vise on  the  most  expedient  mode  of  appointing  Depu- 
ties for  the  general  congress,  and  to  give  tiieir  weight  to 
such  as  may  be  a])pointed-" 

The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  in  a  very  obliging  anil 
ready  manner,  li.ad  agreed  to  com])ly  with  the  leijuest 
in  the  former  of  these  propositions;  but  we  arc  now  in- 
formed that,  on  account  of  tlie  Indian  disturbances,  the 
Governor  has  found  it  necessary  to  call  tlie  Assembly  to 
meet  in  tlveir  legislative  capacity  on  Monday  July  18, 
being- about  the  same  time  the  Speaker  would  probably 
have  invited  them  to  a  conference  or  convention  in  their 
private  capacity. 

What 'we  have  therefore  to  request  is,  that  if  you  ap- 
prove of  the  mode  expressed  in  the  second  proposition, 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  committee  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed  for  your  count}',  will  meet  the  committees 
from  the  other  counties  at  Philadelphia,  on  Frid.ay  the 
15th  of  July,  in  Ol  der  to  assist  in  framing  instructions, 
and  preparing  such  matters  as  may  be  proper  to  recom- 
mend to  our  Representatives  at  their  meeting  the  Mon- 
day following. 

We  trust  no  apology  is  necessary  for  the  trouble  we 
propose  giving  your  committee,of  attending  at  Philadel- 
phia; as  we  are  persuaded  you  are  fully  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  the  closest  union  among-  ourselves  both 
in  sentiment  and  action;  nor  can  such  union  be  obtain- 
ed so  well  b)' any  otiier  inetliod,  as  by  a  meeting  of  the 
county  committees  of  each  particular  province,  in  one 
place,  preparatory  to  the  g-eneral  congress. 

We  would  not  offer  such  an  aflVont  to  the  well  known 
public  spirit  of  Pennsylvanians,  as  to  question  your  zeal 
on  the  present  occasion.  Our  very  existence  in  the 
rank  of  Freemen,  and  the  securitj'  of  all  that  oug-ht  to 
be  dear  to  us,  evidently  depend  upon  our  conducting 
this  great  cause  to  its  proper  issue  by  firmness,  wisdom 
and  unanimity.  We  cannot  therefore  dc-ubt  your  ready 
concurrence  in  every  measure  that  may  be  conducive  to 
the  public  good;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  we  can  assure 
you,  that  all  the  colonies,  from  S.  Carolina  to  N.  Hamp- 
shire, seem  animated  with  one  spirit  in  the  common  cause, 
and  consider  this  as  the  proper  crisis  for  having  our  dif- 
ferences with  the  Mother  Country  brought  to  some  cer- 
tain issue,  and  our  liberties  fixt  upon  a  ])erinanent  foun- 
dation. This  desirable  end  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
a  free  communion  of  sentiments,  and  a  sincere  fervent 
regard  to  the  interests  of  our  common  country.  We 
beg  to  be  favoured  with  an  apswer  to  this  .and  whether 
the  Committee  for  your  county  can  attend  at  Phila.  ajt 
the  time  proposed.       Signed  by  the  Chairman. 
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[Januaut 


CAPITAL  _  OF  PHIIL-ADEI^PHIA^ 


An  interesting'  document  has  lately  been  published  in  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  entitled  "  A  statistical 
and"  comparative  view  of  the  monied  institutions  of  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  for  the 
year  1828,  showing  the  number  of  s!iaresof  stock,  the  amount  of  each  share,  and  the  product  of  each  institu- 
tion from  the  1st  January  1828,  to  the  31st  Decamber  1828.    Compiled  from  official  sources,  and  personal  in 

vestigation,  by  Thomas  H.  Goddard,  accountant."  The  insertion  of  all  the  tables,  would  occupy  too  much  space  

we  therefore  insert  only  the  table  relative  to  Philadelphia;  and  also  the  one  exhibiting- the  general  compara- 
vlew  of  the  capital  of  each  city.  :    ^       ■  - 


BANKS. 


Shares  each  Capital. 


BRANCH  BANK  OF  U.  STATES— Estimated  Capital, 
NORTH  AMERICA, 

PENNSYLVANIA,  -.  ■ 

PHILADELPHIA,  •  .  ' 

COMMERCIAL, 

MECHANICS,  -  - 

FARMERS'  &  MECHANICS',  •.     .  ■ 

SCHUYLKILL,  lJ  - 

NORTHERN  LIBERTIES,  -  •.. 

SOUTHWARK,  •  ^  •  •  .  . 

KENSINGTON,         ^  ^        '.  v  . 

CAMDEN,  -  :  '  • 

PENN  TOWNSHIP.— This  bank  is  chartered  for $250. 
000  at  50  dollars  per  share,  of  which  §25  on  a  share 
has  been  paid  in,  on  which  the  dividend  is  now  made, 

■,  ■■- Shares,  C  -;     :  '• 

Amount  of  Capital, 
Amount  of  Dividend, 


20,000 
2,000 
6,150 
18,000 
20,000 
11,420 
25,000 
20,000 
10,000 
2,500 
3,700 
5,000 


5,000 


148770 


100 
400' 
400 
100 
50 
35 
50 
25 
20 
100 
25 
50 


50 


Time  and  Rate. 


2,000,000 
800,000 
2,500,000 
1,800,000 
1,000,000 
400,000 
1,250,000 
500,000 
200,000 
250,000 
92,000 
250,000 


250,000 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

May  2| 
May  3- 
May  4i- 
May  3- 
May  5- 
May  5— 
May  4^ 
May  4| 
April 


11292500 


—July  3 
—Nov.  2 

n 
O 

4i 


0— 


July 
July 
July 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
•Nov. 
•Nov. 
•Nov. 
■Nov. 
•Nov. 
Oct. 


Dividend. 


May  0  Nov.  2 


130,000 

32,000 
150,000 

81,000 

60,000 

36.000 

75,000 

32,000 

20,000 

23,550 
8,7b7  50 
6,250 


2,500 


657,787  501 


RECAPnULATION.       :  ;  : 

There  are  in  this  city  13  banks,  whose  capital  is          ^       ..^      -,'     -.-     ■-  :    -       -^      -  $11,292,500 

And  these  have  made  dividends  for  -  -  -  ■  r'  .  */  »^  <  .■  -  -  -  \i  'r  657,787  50 
Making  an  interest  on  the  dollar  of  5.833.  ^ 

By  the  foregoing  rule,  paper  must  have  been  discounted  during  the. year  to  the  amount  of  65,787,751 


MARINE  COMPANIES. 

Shares 

each 

Capital. 

Time  and  Rate. 

Dividend. 

NORTH  AMERICA,                        "  ■ 

60,000 

10 

600,000 

Jan.  24- 

— July  4 

27,000 

PENNSYLVANIA,                             ''^  ■ 

1,250 

400 

500,000 

Feb.  24 

—Aug.  5 

37,500 

DELAWARE,                                       .-.        ■  ■- 

5,000 

40 

200,000 

June  2^ 

—Dec.  3 

11,000 

UNITED  STATES,                     "       -     •  ' 

8,000 

25 

200,000 

June  6— 

—Dec.  6 

24,000 

ATLANTIC,                                .  -  ' 

7,500 

40 

300,000 

Jan.  0— 

-July  0 

PHILADELPHIA,         .  -           •■     ^         ■  - 

4,000 

100 

400,000 

June  4- 

—Dec.  5 

36,000 

MARINE,            .  •■•  '■■                                •  •..  .'■ 

5,000 

60 

300,000 

Jan.  ■> 
$4  Sh.  5 

df4Sh 

40,000 

UNION,  ■'■                         •              .v...  - 

5,000 

60 

300,000 

Jan.  0— 

-July  5 

15,000 

PHENiXj _  ■ 

6,000 

80 

480,000 

June  3- 

—Dec.  5 

38,400 

Shares,                            '  " 

101750 

Amount  of  Capital,  ^ 

3,280,000 

Amount  of  Dividend, 

228,90a 

RECAPITULATION. 
There  are  in  this  citj'  9  Marine  Insurance  Companies,  whose  capitals^amount  to 
And  these  have  made  Dividends  for         .       .       r       .  - 
Making  ar)  interest  on  the  Dollar  of  6.798. 


FIRE  COMPANIES. 

Shares 

each 

Capital. 

Time  and  Rate. 

Dividend. 

AMERICAN,    ■  " 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
;  PENNSYLVANIA  LIFE  &  FIRE, 

Shares-, 

Amount  of  Capital,        •  '  • 
Amount  of  Dividend,  " 

5,000 
4,000 
5,000 

100 
50 
100 

500,000 
400,000 
500,000 

April   4 — Dec.  4 
March  5— Sept.  3 
Jan.     0— July  3 

40,000 
28,000 
15,000 

14,000 

1,400,000 

83,000 

RECAPITULATION. 

There  ave  in  this  city  3  rire  Insurance  Companies,  whose  capitals  amount  to    -  .    -  r  $1,400,000 

And  these  have  made  Dividends  for  -  -  '  -  .-  -  ■  .  -  -  '  ,  '  -  .  '-  ,  r  83,000 
Making  an  interest  on  the  Dollar  of  5.928.                       '  ' 
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GRAND  RECAPITULATION. 


pital. 

Capital 
Unpro- 
ductive. 

Capital 
paying' 
Dividend. 

Amount  of 
Dividend 
declared. 

Amount  of 

paper 
Discounted. 

CITY  OF  NEW  YOP.K. 
15  Banks, 
Marine  Insurance, 

Fire  Insurance,                            -  '•  '  ^  ^ 
Miscellaneous,                             ■       ^  " 

18,330,000 
4,100,000 
10,100,000 
.  2,373,750 

500,000 
2,000,000 
3,100,000 
1,250,000 

17,830,000 
2,100,000 
7,000,000 
1,123,750 

1,039,200 
301,500 
467,000 
103,323 

129,120,196 

- 

PHILADELPHIA. 
13  Banks,               .  ,                       ,  . 
Marine  Insurance,                       -  " 
Fire  Insurance,        -             '  ; 

11,292,500 
3,280,000 
1,400,000 

125,000 

11,167,500 
3,280,000 
1,400,000 

657,787 
228,900 
83,000 

65.787,751 

BOSTON. 
16  Banks,                    .     ,  ^ 
Marine  Insurance,  " 
Fire  and  Marine,                    .  '  '     ' "  ■ 

15,050,000 

900,000 
4,600,000 

15,050,000 
900,000 
.4,600,000 

853,625 
45,000 
398,900 

85,362,996 

Entire  Stock. 
Capital  of  the  3  cities, 

71,426,250 

Unproductive, 

6,975,000 

Productive  Capital  in  3  cities,      '    v.  ■ 

64,451,250 

Whole  dividend  in  3  cities, 

4,178,235 

1 

Paper  discounted  in  3  cities, 

1 

280,270,934 

.S.  Girard's  Bank  in  Philadelphia,  is  one  of  great  credit  and  usefulness,  but  being  a  private  concern,  is  not  no- 


ticed. _ 

From  an  official  statement  published  Dec.  6th,  in  Boston,  the  Banks  in  that  city,  have  an  aggregate  specie  ca- 
:pitalof  712,000  dollars. 

Any  corporate  body  making  an  uniform  semi-annnal  dividend  of  2|  per  cent,  will  return  its  capital  to  the  stock- 
holders in  dividends  in  20  years — and  if  the  dividends  should  be  again  invested  in  the  same  manner,  will  double  it- 
self in  13  years  and  15  days. 

A  similar  Dividend  of  4^  per  cent,  will  also  double  Itself  in  11  years  43  days — and  if  again  invested  will  double 
in  7  years,  10  months  and  19  days. 


We  are  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  facts  set  i 
forth  in  the  following  memorial,  but  presuming  them  | 
to  have  existence,  and  believing  that  the  suggestions 
,?nade,  are  well  worthy  of  attention,  we  publish  the 
document.  It  is  certainly  proper  that  the  people 
should  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  that  the  funds 
■derived  from  themselves  are  faithfully  and  correctly 
applied  to  the  objects  for  which  thej' Were  destined. 

A  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  but  little  attention  has 
been  paid  lo  the  statistics  of  this  state,  was  one  power- 
ful argument  with  us  when  we  commenced  this  work, 
and  in  the  prosecution  of  it  we  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  presenting  as  much  of  that  kind  of  infor- 
mation as^  we  could  obtain, — and  it  will  always  be  a 
primaiy  object  witli  us  to  do  so.    AVe  have  numer- 
ous tables  in  progress  connected  with  these  matters, 
but  it  is  frequently  so  difficult  to  obtain  the  desired  in- 
formation, that  much  time  is  consumed  m>  ascertaining 
a  fact  with  which  almost  every  one  would  be  supposed 
familiar.    We  have  frequently  been  gratified  in  ob- 
serving the  information  imparted  by  the  public  docu- 
ments published  by  our  neighbour.  New  York,  and  have 
often  wondered  why  the  same  plan  has  not  been  at- 
tempted to  be  pursued  in  this  state.    Most  of  the  sta- 
tistical information  respecting  this  state  is  locked  up  in 
the  journals  of  the  Legislature,  and  few  persons,  not 
immediately  connected  witl)  that  body,  have  an  oppor- 


tunity of  seeing  it — as  the  number  printed  is  generally 
small,  and  the  documents  themselves  are  seldom  pub- 
lished in  the  papers.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  so  far  as 
we  have  had  opportunity  of  examining,  there  is  not 
more  than  one  complete  copy  of  the  journals  of  the 
Legislature  from  tiie  commencement  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  present  time,  to  be  found  in  any  public  li- 
brary in  the  city — whereas  every  public  library  through- 
out the  state  ought  to  be  in  possession  of  one,  at  least  

and  it  is  also  a  singular  fact,  that  so  far  as  we  have  in- 
quired, we  cannot  now  recollect  a  single  public  insti- 
tution that  has  a  complete  set  of  its  own  printed  re- 
ports and  accounts.    We  have  taken  some  pains  to 
collect  them,  and  have  been  surprised  to  find  so  little 
attention  paid  by  the  individuals  of  such  bodies  to  the 
preservation  of  documents,  in  which  they  themselves 
have  had  an  active  share.    Of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress v/e  believe  there  is  not  more  than  one  or  two 
complete  sets  in  the  city,  and  we  are  not  certain  that 
there  are  so  many.    There  ought  certainly  to  be  more 
attention  paid  to  this  subject  by  the  directors  of  our 
public  libraries — they  could  no  doubt  be  furnished 
with  them,  as  they  are  printed  by  the  different  bodies 
for  the  future,  and  in  many  cases,  witli  some  of  the 
past.    We  anticipate,  that  at  some  future  period,  the 
1  Register  will  be  resorted  to  for  information  by  indi- 
viduals of  societies,  which  they  themselves  had  ne- 
1  glected  to  preserve. 


MEMORIAL. 


To  the  Honoiirahk  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ripre&enla- 
'  lives  itf  the  Coinmonweall/i  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  memorial  of  your  petitioners  respectfuUy-sliow- 
eth:  • 
That  vast  sums  of  money  are  annualJy  raised  in  the 
,  ■  -  Commonwealth  b)'  road  taxes. 

That  tlie  said  taxes  are  kid  in  each  township  by  the 
Supervisors  of  roads  and  hig'hways  of  the  to.wnsliip^.aTid 

-  are  collected  by  the  said  Supervisors,  or  by.  per.sons 
a]")pointed  by  them,  and  tlie  amounts  received  ure  ap- 
plied and  expended  by  the  same"  Supervisors. - 

That  there  is  no  appeal  (except  in  particular^cases,) 
from  the  determinations  of  these  "officers,  and  no  au- 
thority whereby  their  proceeding's  may  be  controlled, 
after  an  order  for  opening-  a -road  is  obtained  from  the 
Court;  nor  is  there  in  fact  any  limitation  to  the  amount 
they  may  raise,  because  the  limitation  of  the  rate  or 
jier  centag-e  for  the  road  taxes  maj'  be' evaded  by  tais- 
ing-  the  assessed  value  of  property  affected  by  them. 

That  the  said  supervisors  do  not  account  for  themo- 
jiey  received  or  paid  away  by  them,  except  by  unob- 
served and  desultory  statements  or  settlements,  made 
to  and  with  the  township  settlers  or  Auditors;  who,  by' 
reason  of  the  disregard  into  which  the  office  has  fallen, 
are  usually  men  not  familiar  with  accounts;  and  there- 
fore, however  upright  their  intentions  may  be,  settle- 
ments of  the  road  accounts  are  generally  confused,  and 
in  no  wise  such  as  oug-ht  to  be  made  of  so  heavy  a 
burthen  on  the  people. 

That  the  said  accounts  are  not  returned  to  the  Coun- 
ty Commissioners,  nor  are  they  published;  and  in  con- 
sequence the  people  are  ignorant  of  the  amount  paid 
in  road  taxes. 

That  the  Leg-islature  is,  for  the  same  reason,  igno- 
rant of  the  said  amount. 

That  the  ag'g-reg'atc  amount  of  the  road  taxes  throug-h- 
out  the  state,  is  believed,  from  the  best  information 
which  can  be  g-athered,  to  be  not  less  than  a  million  of 
dollars  annually;  and  that  this  enormous  sum  has  been 
collected  during  many  consecutive  years,  while  neither 
the  people  nor  their  constituted  authorities  have  been  at 
all  aware  of  its  magnitude: — it  is  further  believed,  that 
since  the  3-ear  1800,  the  sums  collected  by  road  taxes 
alone,  have  amounted  to  no  less  than  twenty  )nii/ions  of 
dollars,  and  have  probably  exceeded  this  extravagant 
-total;  in  addition  to  which,  it  is  estimated  that  sixteen 
rhillions  of  dollars  have  been  expended  by  the  state  and 
by  corporations  on  turnpike  roads,  bridges,  and  canals; 
even  this  estimate  does  not  include  the  expenditure  on 
the  magnificent  system  of  internal  improvement,  re- 
cently undertaken  by  the  commonwealth,  nor  the  ex- 
penses on  county  bridges. 

That  a  judicious  and  economical  application  of  such 
an  amount  of  money,  would  have  rendered  the  means 
of  communication  in  this  State  the  best  in  the  world. 

That,  nevertheless,  road  making  in  this  State  appears 
to  be  in  the  infancy  of  the  art,  and  many  roads  are 
models  of  bad  engineering.  -  , 

That  in  many  instances  the  rhost  impro.per  and  the 
worst  location  seem  to  have  been  sought  out  for  the 
routes  of  roads.  .    "  .- 

-  That  there  is  no  system  pursu-^d  in  laying  out,  nor  in 
making,  nor  in  repairing  roads:  they  are  often  carried 
over  precipitous  hill.s,  when  they  ought  to  have  gone 
I'ound  them — they  are  often  destitute  of  side  drains' or 
ditches — they  are  often  pretended  to  be  repaired  by 
throwing  loose  earth  upon  them,  to  be  washed  off  by 
rains,  unless  it  is  converted  by  the  water  into  sloughs — ■ 
bridges  are  often  constructed  on  them  of  green,  un- 
barked  tiniber,  and  sometimes  these  fiibrics  are  even 
covered  with  earth,  as  if  to  insure  their  most  speedy 
destruction — water  courses  or  springs  in  the  roads  are 
frequently  filled  up  with  brush  wood,  covered  with 
earth,  forming  dangerous  quagmires — and,  in  a  word, 
every  thing  which  art  abhors,  and  which  experience 
teaches  to  avoid,  is  practised  on  roads  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  township  supervisors. 


That  the  waste  of  labour  and  of  money  on  said  roads, 
is  to  be  estimated  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
annually. 

That  tliese  evils  arc  necessary  consequences  of  com- 
mitting the  highways  to  the  exclusive  and  uninstructed 
management  of  inen  who,  however  well  disposed,  :.re 
not  inldrmed,  b)'  profession  or  practice,  nor  by  rules 
dictated  by  the  Legislature,  upon  "a  subject  which  in- 
volves  the  convenience,  the  prosperity,  the  safet}',  and 
even  tlie  lives  of  the  citizens. 

That  the  evils  are  equally  prejudicial  to  tlie  common 
welfare,  whether  they  arise  from  defects  in  the  laws,  or 
from  general  neglect  of  their  enactmentSj  and  in  either 
case  remedy  is  urgently  necessary. 

Your  memorialists  would  not  however  be  understood 
to  repi'oach  the  supervisors,  most  of  whom  are  no  doubt 
valuable  citizens;  it  is  the  system  of  our  laws  on  this 
subject  which  is  herein  complained  of:  no  man  would 
employ  a  mechanic,  or  a  professional  pei'son,  on  a  matter 
to  whicli  he  had  never  attended;  aiid  yet  persons  arc 
employed  by  the  public  to  .Spend  on  a  mechanical  art, 
sums  of  the  public  money  in  each  township,  manifold 
th?  income  of  any  individual,  without  previous  instruc- 
tion or  experFence,  and  without  general  rules  being  ])re- 
scribed  for  the  manner  in  which  iheir  duties  are  to  be 
performer! . 

Nor  would  your  memorialists  be  understood  to  com- 
plain of  paying  taxes  for  roads  and  higliways;  they  fully 
concede  that  few  items  of  public  expenditure  contribute 
more  directly  than  money  judiciously  and  economically 
employed  in  facilitating  intercourse  and  transportation. 
But  your  memorialists  do  complain  that  the  large  amount 
raised  from  the  people  is  ajiplied,  under  the  present 
system,  so  as  not  to  produce  an  equivalent  to  the  sums 
drawn  from  them. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent. 
That  labour  on  roads  is  hired  by  some  supervisors  at 
rates  far  exceeding  the  wages  paid  by  individuals  in  the 
same  vicinity,  and  is  often  paid  by  what  are  called  ^road 
orders,'  which  are  frequently  bought  up  by  speculatoi-.s 
at  large  discounts,  and  that  supervisors  themselves  buy 
these  orders  from  the  labourers;  and,  in  consequence, 
where  this  practice  prevails,  the  wages  for  a  day's  la- 
bour on  (he  roads  is  nominailj  much  higher  than  else- 
where; bat  many  of  the  labouiers  do  not  actually  re- 
ceive more  wages  (and  often  they  receive  less)  than 
those  paid  by  individuals  ;  the  citizens  at  large  pay  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  real  value  of  labour,  op 
what  hands  can  be  hired  for,  and  often  much  more  than  . 
that^iff'erence  is  the  profit  of  speculation. 
Your  memorialists  further  represent, 
1  hat  the  amount  is  also  enormous  of  money  raised  in' 
this  Commonwealth  for  county  rates  and  levies,  poor 
taxes,  city  and  borough  taxes;  and  that  the  amount  so 
raised  is  equally  unknown  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the 
people.  . 

That  a  practice  of  borrowing  lias  become  unfortti- 
nately  prevalent,  inconsequence  of  which  most  of  the 
.corporations,  and  even  many  of  the  counties,  are  in 
debt,  some  to  a  large  amount,  the  aggregate  of  which, 
throughout  the  State,  form's  a  total  of  alarming  magni- 
tude. , 

That  the  consciousness  that  the  accounts  are  to  be 
laid  before  the  eyes  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people, 
whose  approbation  or  censure  will  attend  the  exhibits 
of  economy  or  profusion,  would  be  a  powerful  incentive 
to  attention  and  good  conduct  in  the  officers  who  are 
charged  with  the  management  of  the  public  funds. 

That  a  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  taxes  raised  froni 
the  people  is  highly  necessary  to  the  community,  and 
would  be  serviceable  to  the  Legislature;  as  without  it 
the  wants  and  conditions  of  the  diftei'ent  sections  of  the 
State  cannot  be  correctly  understood,  nor  can  instance's 
of  local  oppression  be  avoided. 

That  it  is  also' essential  that  the  people,  and  almost 
indispensable  to  correct  leg-islation,  that  the  Legislature 
should  be  correctly  informed  of  the  actual  state  of  the 
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Commonwealth  in  all  Its  sections,  of  tlie  numbeivof  its 
inhabitants,  of  its  resources,  and  generally  of  its  statis- 
tics, and  of  the  changes  which  take  place  m  these  par- 
ticulars. 

That  at  present  the  people  and  the  Legislature  have 
no  means  of  being  informed  of  the  expenses,  or  ot  tlie 
statistics,  of  the  different  sections  of  the  Common- 
wealth, but  from  the  general  acqiiaintanceAherewith  of 
the  several  Representatives,  who  themselves  cannot  be 
possessed  of  certain  knowledge  on  these  subjects,  be- 
canse  no  enumeration  is  made  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
other  statistical  information  is  not  collected:  nor  can 
the  accounts  of  several  items  of  public  expense  jie  as- 
certained; they  are  scattered  over  the  face  of  the~"coun- 
tr3%  in  the  hands  of  numerous  individuals,  who  are  not 
obl'iged  to  communicate  lliem,  and  many  would  prob- 
ably decline  furnishing  them  to  an  unauthcrised  person, 
to  avoid  trouble  if  for  no  otlier  reason.  - 

Your  memorialists  therefore  petition  the  Legislature 
to  provide  by  law,  _ 

That  the  supervisors  of  the  highway  shall  annually 
submit  to  the  County  Commissioners  of  their  respec- 
tive counties  an  estimate  of  the  amount  which  will  be 
required  for  road  purposes,  in  their  respective  town- 
ships, during  the  ensuing  year,  and  a  statement  of  any 
unavoidable  expenses  incurred  in  the  preceding  year 
beyond  the  provision  made  for  the  same;  and  that  the 
County  Commissioners  shall  deliberate  thereon,  and  fix 
the  amount  to  be  collected  in  each  township;  that  the 
road  tax,  thus  fixed,  sliall  be  collected  under  the  orders 
of  the  County  Commissioners,  and  by  persons  appoint- 
ed by  them,  as  county  rates  and  levies  are  now  by  law 
collected,  and  shall  be  paid  into  the  County  Treasury, 
where  a  separate  account  shall  be  opened  with  each 
township;  and  that  the  road  expenses  shall  be  paid  by 
the  County  Treasurer  out  of  the  amount  of  road  tax 
paid  in  from  each  townshi]i,  on  warrants  drawn  by  the 
Supervisor  of  the  proper  township,  the  said  warrants  to 
be  received  as  cash  by  collectors  of  road  taxes. 

That  similar  provisions  be  enacted  in  relation  to 
I'opr  Taxes  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  '  _ 

That  the  office  of  Settler  or  Auditor  be  forthwith  a- 
bolished  throughout  the  State,  except  that  of  County 
Auditor,  and  of  Auditor  General. 

That  all  persons  without  exception  (unless  in  cases 
within  cognizance  of  the  Auditor  General)  who  receive 
or  pay  away  money  raised  by  taxes  of  any  kind  whatev- 
er, shall  account  with  the  Auditor  of  the  County,  with- 
in which  their  duties  are  exercisecl,in  the  same  manner 
as  the  accounts  of  County  Commissioners  are  now  au- 
ditetl;  and  that  all  accounts  audited  by  the  County  Au- 
ditors,shall  be  exhibited  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
as  the  said  accounts  of  the  County  Commissioners  are 
now  by  law  required  to  be;  and  that  the  aceouhts  shall 
be  made  out  according  to  forms  to  be  prescribed  by  law; 
and  that  the  several  accounts  audited  shall  be-publisb- 
ed  in  each  county.  -  - 

That  the  Auditors  of  each  county  shall-  annually  re- 
turn a  copy  of  all  the  accounts  thus  published,  to  the 
Auditor  General;  and  shall  likewise  annually  make  out, 
and  return  to  the  Auditor  General,  an  abstract  or  sum- 
mary, according  to  a  form  prescribed,  of  every  account 
passed  upon  by  them,  together  with  a  statement  qf  any 
debts  incurred^  or  money  borrowed,  by'llie  officers  oi- 
carporations  within  the  county;  which  summary  and 
statement,  the  Auditor -General  shall  annually  lay  before 
the  Legislature.  -  - 

That  the  County  Commissioners  shall  annually  return 
to  the  Auditor  General  an  account  of  all  taxes  laid  with- 
in the  county  for  any  purpose  whatever,  the  amount  col- 
lected, and  the  amount  lost  by  bad  debts,  which  returns 
shall  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

The  Supervisors  of  th-e  highways  be  prohibited  from 
purchasing  road  orders  or  warrants. 

Your  Memorialists  further  petition  the  Legislature  to 
create  a  corps  of  E^ngineers,  the  chief  officers  of  which 
shall  form  a  central  board  at  tlie  seat  of  government. 


and  shall  be  charged  with  the  general  care  and  super- 
ijitendance  of  the  State  Worksj  with  examination  and 
superintendance  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth  of  all 
works  to  which^tate  funds  are  appropriated,  and  with 
digesting-  rules  and  systems  to  be  pursued  in  making- and 
repairing  all  roads  and  bridges;  and  that  a  com])etent 
officer  or  officers  cf  the  corps  be  appointed  to  reside  in 
each  county,  who  shall  be  the  artist  or  artists  employed 
in  surveying  and  laying  out  all  roads  ordered  to  be  view- 
ed or  opened. 

Y^our  Memorialists  further  petition  the  Leg-islaturc  to 
enact, 

That,  in  the  year  1829,  and  afterwards  at  every  trien- 
jnial  assessment,  a  full  census  shall  be  taken  by  the  As- 
s.essors,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  designating  the 
sexes,  and  their  ages,  by  a  classification  in  periods  of  ten 
years;  and  ai'i  enumeration  of  domestic  animals,  of  hous- 
es, and  every  sort  of  manufactories;  with  an  account  of 
the  quantity  and  value  of  manufactures  annually  made; 
and  that  such  other  details  shall  be  collected  as  will  ex- 
hibit a  full  view  of  the  statistics  of  the  district  of  each 
Assessor.-  all  of  which  shall  be  arrang-ed  when  returned 
by  the  County  Commissioners,  and,  with  a  full  copy  of 
the  assessments,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Auditor  Ge- 
neral to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

And  your  Memorialists  further  petition  for  such  relief 
on  the  grievances  herein  complained  of,  as  shall  to  the 
Legislature  seem  expedient. 


-  •     •         CARRIERS'  ADDREISS, 

Health  to  my  Pathohs!  May  the  seasons  bless  r; 
Those  who  support  the  light-diffusing  Press! 
Heav'n  greets  your  homes  with  annual  joy  once  more; 
Again  the  wand'ring  News-boy  seeks  your  door. 
And  hopts  your  lib'ral  aid  those  toils  to  cheer 
That  bore  you  knowledge  through  the  lenglhcn'd  year. 
No  common  page;  but  one  that  warms  the  soul. 
And  stirs  the  ling'ring  pulses  as  they  roll. 
'Tis  to  the  Patiiiot  that  our  sheets  appeal —  - 
Souls  that  for  Kindred  and  for  Country  feel. 
Stern  Dalecarlia's  iron  race  in  vain. 
Or  liardy  Belgium,  plough'd  the  liquid  plain,  _ .  _ 
OrPenn  arose,  who  bent  his  lofty  mind  '     '  ,7 

To  suffer  wrong  and  aid  his  thankless  kind; 
The  patient  German,  prodigal  of  gore. 
Or  burning  Erin,  sought  the  western  shore; 
If  in  their  sons  no  g-lowing  thoughts  be  found  , 
To  consecrate  the  lo-v'd,  the  hallow'd  ground. 

In  various  climes,  as  soon  as  arts' and  laws,.  - 
Or  hostile  force  produc'd  a  common,  cause. 
When  from  the  starving  chase  men  first  z-eti;:e 
To  pause  for  converse  round  the  friendly  fire. 
In  Lapland's  wastes  or  Afric's  burning -zone. 
Triumphant  then  the  . Love  of  Country  shone. 
Though  cterile  be  the  forest  and  the  mere. 
The  gen'rous.savage  ever  held  them  dear.     '         '  v^'  - 
If  then  the  wild,  ferocious  forms  that  roam 
Th'  inclement  desei't,  learn  to  love  their  home. 
Far  rather  they  vi^hom  happier  regians  bless, 
And  crown  their  prouder  views  with  just  success^  ' 
Far  rather  they  whose  countless  blessings  staml 
The  anxious  hope  of  many  a  distant  land,  *; 
That  sees,  surpris'd,  of  useful  policy 
This'newborn  State  maintain  the  model  free. 
And  prove  to  realms  where  storms  of  conquest  lowY,  " 
That  Tr.uTB  and  VinTOE  are  the  paths  to  pow'r. 

Of  various  race  the  tribes  that  hither  fly,      ,        ,  - 
But  all  rcnown'd  for  native  energy; 
And,  when  their  rising  commonwealth  had  birth 
The  tale  re-echoed  through  the  spacious  earth. 
Applauding  nations  hail'd  the  new  design. 
And  ble^is'd  the  land  where  Peace  and  Justice  shine. 
Enough  of  crimes  had  our  grave  fathers  known; 
To  peace  theyconsccritte  one  favour'd  zone. 
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Laws  afler  laws,  in  bai-b'rous  custom's  spite. 

Evince  the  Suxon  reverence  for  rijlit. 

To  sons  and  grandsons  spread  the  holy  flarae; 

And  with  surprise  they  found  their  product  fame. 

'Twas  in  these  climes,  wiiich  endless  woods  surround, 

Strangers,  not  foc-s,  tli'  astonish'd  savage  found; 

The  sway  paternal  pleas'd  bis  simple  mind; 

To  our  calm  towns  his  humble  home  he  join'd;  . 

And,  proof  to  barb'rous  force  or  vile  intrigue,  _ 

Ages  of  peace  attest  th'  UNBnoKEN  League.  "  .■  -", 

Since  then  what  num'rous  and  successful  schemes 
Fulfil  on  earth  the  virtuous  statesman's  dreams! 
What  various  tasks  the  gen'rous  lie.irt  employ!  .  ; 
The  people'sservice  and  the  private  joy! 
Tlie  lofty  Works  that  Wealth  and  Science  gave; 
Th'  unslaughter'd  convict;  the  protected  slave. 
On  the  proud  canvass  West  and  Leslie  shine; 
And  death-snatch'd  Cliffton  in  the  glowing  line; 
Say,  Hoi'sefield,  Muhlenberg  in  Nature's  page^-,  \ 
And  Rittenhouse,  whom  circling  stars  engage,  -' 
Rush,  Barton,  Wistar  at  Apollo's  shrine; 
The  laws  their  Tilghman  and  their  Wilson  join — 
And  worth  by  its  own  numbers  made  too  long, 

Swells  the  proud  list  and  crowds  the  lengthen'd  song. 

Such  are  our  names  for  art's  enthusiast  toil; 

Nor  wants  defence  when  foes  invade  the  soil. 

No  laurels  theirs  from  this  heav'n-shielded  plain; 

But  small  their  conquest  o'er  the  peaceful  reign. 

And  those  wholost  Wyoming  sunk  in  fire, 

A  poet  brands — the  horror  of  the  13're. 

"    To  make  these  deeds  more  known  our  columns  stand: 
'And  can  ye  choose  but  honour  such  a  land  ? 
Preserve  the  lofty  records  of  the  past,  • 
And  bid  by  equal  deeds,  the  stainless  glory  last? 
January  1,  1829. 


.      ;  MISCELLANEOUS. 
.  IlAnmsBDnG,  Jan.  5. 

THE  WEATHER.— On  Saturday  morning  the  mer- 
cury was  down  to  12  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  and  the 
weather  continues  inclement.  We  had  a  very  slight  fall 
of  Snow  on  Friday.  The  drought  and  the  cold  are 
severe  upon  the  fall  crops,  and  many  mills  are  unable 
to  move  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water. 

Weather. — On  the  4th,  there  was  in  this  city  another 
fall  of  snow,  during  the  former  part  of  the  day — the 
ground  being  well  covered,  tlie  sleighing  continued  fine 
for  several  days.  Much  floating  ice  in  the  Delaware, 
prevented  the  arrival  or  departure  of  vessels  for  several 
days.  Yesterday,  there  was  a  general  thaw  and  heavy 
rain,as  also  during  last  night— this  morning  (9th,)  a  slight 
fall  of  snow— navigation  uninterrupted,  and  snow  entire- 
ly disappeared. .      '  .  .  ■>-    •   ■-  '       •  . 

Jlppo'mlments  by  the  Governoi-. 

Col.  John  Snider,  of  Guilford  I'ownship,  to  be  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace. 

William  Bratton,  of  Green  Castle,  to  be  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace. — Franldin  Repub. 

Appointments  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  have  recently 
been  conferred  upon  the  following  gentlemen  residing 
in  this  county,  by  the  Governor. 

Michael  Porst,  Esq.  Bernville;  John  II.  Laucks,  Esq. 
Oley;  George  Schall,  Esq.  Pike,  and  Michael  K.  Boyer, 
Colebrookdale. — Readins;  Journal. 


DIVIDENDS. 

Bank  United  States, 
Schuylkill  Perm.  Bridge  Co. 
Bank  North  America, 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co. 
Penn.  Co.  for  insurance  on  Lives 
Union  Insurance  Company, 
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COMMERCE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Of  the  business  done  during  the  year,  we  have  nO' 
comments  to  offer.  Our  coasting  business  has  greatly, 
increaaed,  and  by  the  following  statement,  it  appears 
that  our  foreign  trade  is  not  in  a  sinking  condition.  Dur- 
ing the  last  seven  years  we  have  had  the  following  arri- 
vals : 


Years. 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Total . 

1822,  - 

-      494  ^ 

1212 

170  6 

1823, 

'  V.482 

1018 

150  0 

1824, 

501  . 

■  981 

1482 

1825, 

•    .  ■    -  48^1  ' 

- 1195 

1679 

1826, 

■        :  482  • 

1195 

■  .1677. 

1827, 

469- 

1320 

1789 

1828, 

450 

1847  • 

■  :■  2297 

The  number  of  vessels  built  during  the  year  Is 
11  ships,  measuring     -       -       .       4658  tons 
5  brigs        do.  -       -      -  -         727"  . 

5  schooners  do.   '  .     _  -  ,    .  .     -,,•    *  448,:  , 
15  sloops     do..  -    '  .  •  .,■453^■..•:  . 

1  steamboat  do.  '•-       -  1,    23Q  , 

'        •       ■  •  Total    '  6516  tons. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  2  ships,  5  brigs,  3 
schooners,  and  2  steamboats  nearly  ready  for  launching. 
'         ■    .       '   .  Ibid. 

The  Lancaster  Journal  of  the  12th  December  states 
that  "a  boat  loaded  with  wood  and  Locust  posts  from  the 
Susquehanna,  has  ascended  the  Conestogo  to  that  city. 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  William  F.  Ged- 
des.  No.  59  Locust  street,  Philadelphia;  where,  and  at 
the  Editor's  residence,  in  North  12th  st.  od  door  south 
of  Cherry  St,  subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  received. 
Price  five  ch,*Ilars  per  annum  payable  in  six  months  after 
the  commencement  of  publication — and  aninially,  there- 
after, bysubscribers  resident  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
there  is  an  agent.  Other  subscribers  p.ay  in  advance 
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Account  op  Expenses  oit  Indian  Affairs. 

*'In  Pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  IJouse,  we  have 
examined  the  Jo.urnals  of  the  Proceeding's  of  the  As- 
semblies of  this  Province,  on  what  relates  to  the  Charg-es 
of  Treaties  and  other  Affairs  with  the  Indians,  by  which 
we  find, 

That  the  Expences  on  these  Occasions  v.'ere  very  in- 
considerable till  the  Year  1722,  there  being-  a  Provision 
liiade  by  law  to  limit  them  to  £50  per  Annum;  and  when 
Accounts  were  exhibited  to  the  House  of  a  larger  charg-c 
on  these  Occasions,  great  Caution  was  used  in  allowing 
them. 

In  the  Year  1722  a  general  Treaty  was  held  at  Albany 
v/ith  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  by  the  Governors 
of  Ncw-YorJc&nA  Virginia,  at  which  Sir  William  Ktilh, 
then  Governor  of  tliis  Province,  with  several  of  his  Coun- 
cil, was  desired  by  the  Assembly  to  attend  (in  order  to 
satisfy  the  Indians  of  the  Care  and  Justice  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  punish  some  Persons,  by  whom  one  of  them 
had  been  lately  killed)  and  the.  Assembly  agreed  to  ad- 
vance £230  to  defray  the  Governor's  Expences,  and  the 
Cost  of  Presents  made  to  the  Indians  on  that  Occasion. 

From  that  time  till  the  Year  1727,  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  any  Expences  on  these  Affairs  paid 
by  the  Public,  but  in  tliat  Year  an  Account  amounting 
to  about  £70  being  exhibited,  the  Assembly  allowed  one 
Half  of  it,  and  left  the  rest  to  be  paid  by  the  Proprie- 
tary. 

In  the  Year  1728  some  unusual  Apprehensions  of  Dan- 
ger  from  the  Indians  appeared,  and  the  Province  being 
at  that  Time  under  great  Difficulties  in  other  Respects 
(from  some  Party  Disputes  then  subsisting)  the  Assem- 
bly requested  Governor  Gordon  to  hold  a  Treaty  with 
the  7n5ia?2s,  and  promised  to  pay  tlie  Expences  of  it: 
And  this  is  the  first  Instance  we  find  of  a  general  En- 
gagement made  by  any  Assembly  of  tliis  Kind;  and  we 
apprehend,  the  Circumstances  of  the  Proprietary  Fami- 
ly at  that  Time  induced  the  Representatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple freely  to  contribute  more  of  the  Public  Money  than 
usual,  to  answer  the  pressing  Exigencies  of  that  Occa- 
sion. 

After  which,  the  first  Article  of  Expence  is  in  1733, 
the  Y'ear  after  the  Arrival  of  our  Proprietary  Thomas 
Pekn  in  this  Province,  at  which  Time  the  People  paid 
the  Expence  of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indiai'-f,  being  desi- 
rous of  demonstrating  their  Respect  to  the  Proprietary 
Family,  and  of  preserving- the  memory  of  our  first  wor- 
thy Proprietary  in  the  Minds  of  the  Indians,  with  that 
Reverence  and  Respect  they  have  ever  prpfessed  for 
him.  ■ 

And  the  same  Considerations,  we  believe,  induced 
the  Assembly,  on  the  Arrival  of  our  Proprietary  John 
Peis-n,  to  defray  the  Expence  of  a  Treaty  ,  with  some  In- 
dians, who  came  down  to  pay  him  a  Visit. 

These,  we  apprehend,  were  the  Reasons,  by  which 
the  People  were  first  induced  to  bear  so  large  a  Part  of 
the  Expences  on  Indian  Affairs;  yet  constantly  there 
appear  Proofs  of  the  People  considering  these  Contribu- 
tions as  their  free  Gift:  And  in  several  Instances  we  find 
they  refused  to  pay  more  than  Half  of  the  Charge  on 
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these  Occasions,  leaving-  the  rest  to  be  paid  by  the  Pro- 
prietary. 

After  the  Commencement  of  ihe  late  War,  the  As> 
sembl}'  thouglit  it  pro])crto  demonstrate,  that  they  were 
not  induced  by  mercenary  ISIotivcs,  to  refuse  joining  iii 
the  making  any  Military  Preparations,  and  therefore  con- 
tributed towards  cultivating  our  Friendship  with  the  In- 
dians, and  on  several  other  Occasions,  more  largely  thatt 
before  that  Time  had  ever  been  done  by  their  Predeces- 
sors. 

But  the  Danger  of  introducing  Precedents  of  this 
Kind  seems  to  us  very  manifest  in  this  Instance;  their 
Liberality  in  granting  these  large  supplies  being  now  in- 
terpreted to  authorize  the  fixing  the  whole  Charge  of 
Zn(/ta?i  Affairs  on  tile  Public.  And  as  the  generous  Al- 
lowances lately  made  (amounting  within  four  Years  past 
to  near  £5000)  h:ive  had  the  desired  good  Effect  of  con- 
firming our  Alliances  with  the  Indians,  the  present  Op- 
portunity seems  to  us  very  proper  to  enter  into  the  Con 
sideration  of  the  Proportion  the  People  should  pay  of 
such  Charges  as  may  hereafter  arise  on  the  like  Occa- 
sions; which  is  nevertheless  submitted  to  the  House, 

ISRAEL  PEMBERTON,  junior,  ' 

JOHN  SMI  TH, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLlNi  ' 
MAHLON  KIRKBRIDE,        '  "' 
THOMAS  CUMMINGS, 
CALVIN  COOPER,  .•  "  ' 

HERMANUS  ALRICIIS." 
Account  of  Expenses  on  Indian  Affairs  paid  out  of  the 
.  Frovincial  Stock  hy  the  Treasurer  &  'Trustees  of  the 
Loan  Office,  viz: 

8i 
11 
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5 
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0 
4 
0 
10 
7 
11 


Anno  1753       -  - 

-  .     -  £448 

0 

1734 

13 

i 

1735  - 

143 

O 

1736           ■  - 

-       -  59 

1 

1737       -       -  - 

359 

17 

1739       -       -  - 

•    .--  230 

12 

1740       ...  - 

.  376 

13 

1742  - 

■          -  592 

10 

-    1743       -       -•      i  - 

518 

0 

1744  - 

- -■    -     ■  303 

10 

1745                 ■ .  i  ,  ■ 

319 

13 

1-746 

-  428 

10 

1748     -  -  ■  -     :  •  ,  -  > 

■     i,  -  1,158 

8 

1749 

-  ■    -  908 

3 

-  175.0.      -■       -     '  - 

-    ,  1,249 

5 

1751  (several  Acc'ts.  not 

adjusted)  1,259 

5 

■  £8,366    0  6| 

[Votes  of  Assembly. 
Fivm  Extracts  from  the  Records  of  New  York^  authenti- 
catedunder  the  Great  Seal  of  that  Province;  in  Land 
Office,  Pennsylvani'a. 

A  Letter  from  Capt.  Brockholl's*  to  the  Mao-istrates  of 
_  -.  ^       ,  ,        St.  Jones',  (Del.)  *' 
.  , .  ■  New-York,  August  30th,  1681, 

GENTtEiffP.N,— I  am  much  surprised  atyor.  apprehen- 
sions of  my  Lord  Baltimore's  innovating  \-or.  Parts  by 


Edmon 


Capt.  Anthony  Brockhol's  was  appointed  by  Sir 
lond  Andros  Lieutenant  Governor  during  his  ab- 


sence— Sir  Edmond  was  then  going  to  England. 
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force  Sig-nified  to  mc  by  Lre.  from  Mr.  Justice  AVh'it- 
well  and  Jolin  llillyiird  wliicli  I  Ijc-lieve  he  will  in  noe 
wise  attempt  now  whatcverhc  hath  done  formerly  there- 
fore Cann  give  no  other  Directions  then  tliut  you  fully 
assert  and  maintain  your  Authority  and  IJlghts  against 
any  that  shall  ojipoae  or  annoy  you,  and  if  any  ])emund 
or  Pretence  made  to  take  noe  Notice  thereof  but  Refer 
them  hither  and  in  noe  Case  admitt  any  Charge  or  Alte- 
ration or  any  pfctended  Court  or  Authority  without  Or- 
der from  myself  Who  am  Resolved  to  keep  yor.  I'aKs 
as  settled  under  this  his  iioyll.  Highness  Governmt.  and 
to  the  uttermost  preserve  the  Rights  and  I'ropertyes  of 
the  Inhabitants  from  any  Innovation  whatsoever  and  re- 
niaino  Vor  attcctionate  Friend 

The  Commander  and  Council's  Decl.  on  Esqr.  I'enn's 
Grant  for  New  C'lstle,  St.  .Jones'  and  Whorekill. 
St/  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  Council,  &c. 
Whereas  his  Royll.  High's,  hath  been  graciously  pleas- 
ed by  Indenture  under  his  hand  and  Scale  bearing  Date 
the  Twenty. fourth  day  of  August  last  past  for  the  Con- 
sideration therein  mentioned  to  bargain  sell  EnfeoH'c  and 
Confine  unto  William  Penn  Esq.  his  heirs  and  assignes 
forever  all  that  the  Towne  of  New  Castle  otherwise 
Called  Delaware,  and  al!  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  witliin 
the  Compass  or  Circle  of  twelve  miles  about  the  same, 
with  all  Islands  and  the  River  and  Soile  thereof  lying 
north  of  the  Southermost  part  of  the  said  Circle,  and  all 
Rents  and  Services  Royalties  Franchises  Duties  Juris, 
dictions  Priviledges  and  Libcrtyes  thereunto  belonging 
and  by  another  Indenture  of  the  same  date  for  the  Con- 
sideration therein  likewise  mentioned  hath  also  bargain- 
ed sold  Enfeoffed  and  Confirmed  unto  the  said  William 
Penn  Esq.  his  heirs  and  assig'ns  for  ever  all  that  Tract  of 
Land  upon  Delaware  River  and  Bay  beginning  twelve 
miles  south  from  the  Town  of  New  Castle  otherwise 
called  Delaware,  and  extending  South  to  the  AVhore- 
kills  otherwise  calletl  Cape  in  Lopen  with  all  Isles  Riv- 
ers Rivuletts  Bays  and  Inletts  Roj'alties  Franchises  Pow- 
ers Priviledges  and  Immunities  whatsoever  and  in  and 
by  the  said  Indenture  appointed  and  authorised  Jolm 
Moll  Esq.  and  liphraim  Ilarman  Gent,  to  deliver  to  him 
the  said  William  Penn  free  and  actuall  Possession  of  the 
Premisses  as  by  the  said  Indentures  here  produced  and 
shewn  to  us  and  by  us  well  approved  of  and  Entred  in 
the  public  Records  of  this  Province  Doth  and  may  more 
at  large  appear  and  we  being  fully  satisfied  of  the  said 
William  Penn's  Right  to  the  Possession  and  Enjoyment 
of  the  Premises  have  therefore  thought  litt  and  neces- 
sary to  signify  and  declai-e  the  same  to  you  to  prevent 
any  doubt  or  trouble  tiuit  might  arise  or  accrue  and  to 
give  you  your  Thanks  for  your  good  Services  dor.e  in 
your  several  offices  and  stations  during  the  time  you  re- 
mained under  his  Koyll.  High's.  Governmt.  Expecting 
no  further  acco't.  then  that  you  readil}'  submitt  and  yield 
all  due  Obedience  and  Conformity  to  the  Powers  grant- 
ed to  the  said  William  Penn  in  and  by  the  .said  Inden- 
tures, in  the  performance  and  Enjo\'ment  of  which  we 
wish  you  all  Happiness.  Dated  in  New  York  the  21st 
Day  of  November  1682.  To  the  several  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  M.agislrates  and  other  Officers  at  New  Castle, 
St.  .lones,  Deale,  als.  AVhorekill  at  Delaware  or  within 
any  of  the  Bounds  and  Liniitts  above  mentioned. 


SILK. 

We  have  received  from  Alexander  Reed,  Esquire,  of 
Washington,  Pa.  a  piece  of  manufactured  silk,  made, 
from  the  sill:  worm  to  tlie  horn,  by  a  young-  lady,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  industrious  and  enterjirislng  ])eople,  the 
"Harmony  Society."  This  young  lady  appeared  at  the 
Fair  held  in  A\'ashington  last  fall,  clad  in  an  elegant  silk 
dress  of  her  own  niaiuifactnrc.  This  silk  dress  was  of 
a  quality  far  superior  to  the  specimen  sent  us;  but  .as  it 
was  all  made  use  of,  onr  friend  was  oidy  able  to  send  us 
some  of  the  latter  description—rthis,  hovveverj  being  the 


first  attempt,  is  probably  even  mbr6  precious  in'  the  eye 
of  the  agriculturist  than  that  to  wliicli  more  experience 
contributed  its  poweiful  aid,  as  it  shows  to  the  new  be- 
ginner, ivhat  muij  he  done  at  the  comniencement.  The' 
quality  of  the  specimen  of  silk  sent  us,  is  far  superior  tc> 
any  thing  we  had  imagined  had  been  arrived  at  in  our 
country.  It  is  equal  to  tliat  of  m.any  ladies'  dresses,  and 
such  as  no  lady  woidd  be  ashamed  toVear  on  any  occa- 
sion. This  silk  is  the  product  of  a  few  eggs  sent  the 
young  lady  three  years  ago,  in  a  letter,  by  Mr.  ReeJ, 
who,  as  our  readci's  have  had  occasion  to  know,  is  an 
■  intelligent  encouragcr  of  agricultural  improvement.  Id 
his  letter,  he  says  that  the  stores  in  Washington  county, 
are  selling  sewing  silk  made  in  Washington  County, 
where  four  or  five  years  ago  such  an  idea  was  laughed 
at.  Mr.  Reed  bestows  a  well  merited  eulogium  on  the 
Hon.  Charles  Miner,  member  of  Congress,  from  West 
Chestei-,  Pa.  who  brought  the  subject  before  Congress, 
and  adds— "I  have  no  doubt  it  would  afford  him  plea- 
sure to  know,  that  we  in  the  "back  woods"  are  trying- 
to  make  silk. 

The  Ci-awford  Messenger  states  that  a  canal  boat  was 
launched  at  that  place  on  the  28lh  of  November,  which 
was  built  of  materials  that  were  groivins;  on  the  banks  of 
Frenclrcrcek  the  day  before!  The  boat  left  Meadvdle 
for  Pittsburg-oji  the  30th  ult.  having  on  board  20  pas- 
sengers, and  300  reams  of  paper  manufactured  from 
straw.'    .'■  . 

.     .  --     COAL  TRADE  FOR  1828. 

Tons. 

By  Schuylkill  Canal  from  Mount  Carbon,  47,070 
By  do.  from  other  places,  including  Union 

Canal,  supposed  about,         -         -         -  5,000 

/  .      .  '  52,070 
By  the  Lehigh  Company,        -,  ■  -  30,232 

Total,  :  ^'wis  82,303 


MEETINGS  ON  BOSTON  PORT  BILL. 
At  a  meeting  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  of  the 

respectable  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  PliilaJelphia  at 

the  City  Tavern  on  Friday  evening.  May  2o,  1774. 
Agreed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  corres- 
pond with  our  sister  colonies. 

That  John  Dickinson,  Esq.  William  Smith,  D.  D.* 
Edward  Pennington*,  Joseph  Fox,  John  Nixon*,  John 
M.  Nesbit,  Samuel  Howell*,  Thomas  Mifflin*,  Josepfi 
Reed,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun.*,  Benjamin  Marshal,  Jo- 
seph Moulder*,  Thomas  Barclay*,  George  Clymer*, 
Charles  Thomson*,  Jeremiah  Wardei',  Jun.*  John  Cox*, 
John  Gibson*,  and  Thomas  Penrose,  compose  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  until  an  alteration  is  made  by 
a  more  general  meeting'  of  the  inhabitants. 

That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  write  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  that  we  truly  feel  for  their  unhappy  situa- 
tion, that  we  consider  them  as  suffering  in  the  general 
cause,  that  we  recommend  to  them  firmness,  prudence 
and  moileratioiv,  and  that  we  shall  continue  to  evince  our 
firm  adherence  to  the  cause  of  American  Liberty. 

That  the  above  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  the  com- 
mittee to  the  other  colonies. 

'I'hat  the  committee  be  instructed  to  apply  to  the  go- 
vernor to  call  the  assembly  of  the  province. 

I'hat  they  be  authorised  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  inha- 
bitants when  necessary. 

On  the  day  following,  those  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee whose  names  are  marked  thus  *  having  met^  the 
following  letter  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  them,  to 
be  immediately  forwarded  by  Mr.  Paul  Riviere  to  Bos- 
ton. Copies  of  it  have  also  been  transmitted  to  New- 
York,  and  most  of  the  southern  colonies.    The  gentle-' 

*  Those  marked  with  (*)  after  their  names,  signed 
the  above  letter,  business  andavocations  having  prevent- 
ed the  rest  from  attending. 
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men  of  the  committee  who  did  not  atlfiid  at  the  first 
meeting'  were  prevented  by  necessary  business,  but  the 
proceeding's  of  that  meeting'  havC-  been  since  fully  ap- 
proved by  them. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia to  the  Committee  of  Boston,  sent  by  Mr.  Paul 
liivierc.  May  21st,  1774. 
Gentlemes", 

We  have  received  your  very  interesting'  letter,  tog'e- 
ther  with  a  letter  from  the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  vote 
they  have  passed  on  the  present  alai'ming'  occasion;  and 
such  measures  have  been  pursued  tlicrcon  as  the  short- 
ness of  the  time  would  allow.  To  collect  the  sense  of 
this  large  city  is  difficult;  and  when  their  sense  is  ob- 
tained, they  must  not  consider  themselves  as  autliorised 
to  judg-e  or  to  act  for  this  populous  province,  in  a  busi- 
ness so  deeply  interesting  as  the  present  is  to  all  British 
America. 

A  very  respectable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  tliis 
city  was,  however,  assembled  last  evening',  to  consult 
what  was  proper  to  be  done;  and  after  reading-  the  sun- 
dry papers  you  transmitted  to  us,  and  also  a  letter  from 
the  committee  of  correspondence  in  New  York,  the  en- 
closed resolves  were  passed,  in  which  you  may  be  assur- 
ed we  are  sincere,  and  that  you  are  considered  as  now 
-suffering-  in  the  g-eneral  cause. 

But  what  further  advice  to  offer  you  on  this  sad  occa- 
-sion,  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  difficulty;  which  not 
only  requires  more  mature  deliberation,  but  also  that  we 
should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  the  general 
sentiments  of  our  fellow  inhabitants  of  this  province,  as 
well  as  of  our  sister  colonies.  If  satisfying-  the  East  In- 
dia Company  for  the  damage  they  have  sustained,  would 
put  an  end  to  this  unhappy  controversy,  and  leave  us  on 
the  footing  of  constitutional  libei'ty  for  the  future,  it  is 
presumed  that  neither  you  nor  we  could  continue  a  mo- 
ment in  doubt  what  part  to  act;  for  it  is  not  the  value  of 
the  fax,  but  the  indefeasible  right  of  giving  and  granting 
our  own  money  f  a  iugut  rnost  vi^hich  we  can  ifEVEn 
recede)  that  is  the  matter  now  in  consideration. 

By  what  means,  the  truly  desirable  circumstance  of  a 
reconciliation  and  future  harmony  with  our  Mother  coun- 
try, on  constitutional  grounds,  may  be  obtained,  is  in- 
deed a  weighty  question:  AVhether  by  the  method  you 
have  suggested,  of  a  general  non-importation  and  ntm- 
exporlation  agreement,  or  by  a  general  congress  of  De- 
puties from  the  different  colonies,  clearly  to  state  what 
we  conceive  to  be  our  rights,  and  to  make  a  claim  or 
petition  of  them  to  his  Majesty,  infirm  but  decent  and 
dutifid  terms  (so  as  that  we  may  know  by  what  line  to 
conduct  ourselves  in  future)  are  now  the  great  points 
to  be  determined.  The  latter  method,  we  have  reason 
to  think,  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  people  of  this 
province,  and  the  first  step  that  ought  to  be  taken.  The 
former  may  be  reserved  as  our  last  resource,  should  the 
other  fail;  which,  we  trust,  will  not  be  the  case,  as  many 
wise  and  good  men  in  the  Mother  country  begin  to  see 
the  necessity  of  a  good  understanding-  with  the  colonies, 
upon  the  general  plan  of  Liherty  as  well  as  Commerce. 

We  shall  endeavour,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  collect  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  province  and  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies,  on  these  grand  questions  ;  and 
should  also  be  glad  to  know  your  sentiments  thereon. — 
In  the  mean  tinfe,  with  sincere  fellow-feelings  for  your 
sufferings,  and  great  regard  to  your  persons.  We  are, 
&c. 


ing  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  North  Amei  ic.a,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  shutting  up  tl>e  port 
and  harbour  of  Boston  is  an  act  of  the  highest  oppres- 
sion, and  a  violation  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

2.  That  as  We  consider  the  inhabitants  of  the.  said 
town  as  suffering  in  the  common  cause  of  American 
freedom,  wc  will  assist  them  to  obtain  redress  by  every 
legal  act  in  oiu'  power. 

3.  That  it  is  our  opinion  the  most  constitutional  and 
effectual  method  lor  obtaining  such  redress  is,  by  hav- 
ing a  Geaeral  Cong-ress  of  Committees,  to  be  composed 
and  chosen  out  of  the  members  of  the  different  assem- 
blies of  each  colony. 

4.  That  a  Committee  be  formed  in  this  county,  con- 
sisting of  six  persons,  namely,  VVilliam  Edmunds,  Georg-c 
Taylor,  Lewis  Goidon,  John  Okcly,  Peter  Kachlein 
and  .Jacob  Orndt,  Esquires,  to  correspond  with  our  bre- 
thren in  Philadelphia,  and  the  other  counties  of  this 
province,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  in  such  mea- 
sures,- as  shall  be  judged  most  proper  for  the  general 
g-ood . 

5.  That  the  Committee  be  desired  to  receive  the  sub- 
scriptions of  such  charitable  persons  in  this  coimty,  who 
shall  incline  to  support  the  distressed  and  suflering  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Boston:  and  resolved,  that  it  is 
the  dut}-  of  every  inhabitant  of  this  county  to  contri- 
bute, according-  to  his  circumstances,  to  relieve  their 
suffering-  bi-ethren;  the  monies  raised  by  such  subscrip- 
tions to  be  disposed  of  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Boston,  in  such  way  as  the  Committee 
shall  think  fit. 

6.  That  William  Edmunds,  Esq.  the  Representative 
in  Assembly  for  this  county,  be  required  by  his  brethren 
of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  now  appointed, 
to  attend  ;md  meet  the  other  Representatives  of  Assem- 
bly of  this  province,  in  case  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
shall  think  proper  to  call  them  together  upon  this  deep- 
ly interesting  and  alarming  occasion;  and  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents  here,  that  he  do  give  his  at- 
tendance accordingly. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Justices,  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar. 
Grand  Jury,  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Northampton,  held  at  Easton,  on  the  21st  of  June 
inst.— Georo-e  Taylor,  Escl.  in  the  Chair. 
It  being  considered,  that  it  was  necessary  for  all  the 
counties  of  this  province  to  join  with  their  brethren  of 
Philadelphia,  in  expressing  their  sentiments  upon  the 
present  interesting  occasion,  relative  to  the  oppressive 
.\cts  of  Parliament  lately  passed  in  Great  Britain,  tend- 


York-Toum,  June  24,  1774. 
In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Philadelphia,  the  inhabitants  of  this  tow'n  met  on  Mon- 
day the  21st  ult.  Michael  Swope,  Esq.  was  appointed 
Chairman,  who  explained  the  design  and  cause  of  the 
meeting;  the  distressed  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton; and  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  Acts  of  Par- 
liament Lately  passed.  After  due  deliberation,  the  fol- 
lowing Resolves  were  come  into,  nem  con. 

1.  That  we  will  concur  with  our  brethren  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Sister  Colonies,  in  any  constitutional  mea- 
sure in  order  to  obtain  redress. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Boston  are  now  suffering  in  the  common 
cause  of  liberty. 

3.  It  is  directed,  that  to  obtain  the  sense  of  ourfellow 
inhabitants  of  York  county  upon  the  present  important 
and  alarming  occasion,  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  tliis  county,  that  they,  or  such  as  shall  be  de- 
legated by  the  several  townships  in  the  county,  do  meet 
at  the  Court-house  in  York-Town,  on  Monday  the  4th  of 
July  next,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afteriioon,  to  enter  into 
such  Resolves  as  may  be  for  the  public  good,  and  tend 
to  restore  the  liberties  of  British  America. 

A  Committee  of  thirteen  persons  were  then  chosen 
for  this  town,  to  remain  till  altered  by  another  general 
meeting,  which  they  were  authorised  and  directed  to 

call.     . .  , 

Jl  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

PHrLADKLPUTA,  Junc  28, 1774. 
Gentlemen — Your  favour  of  the  28th  ult.  communi- 
cating to  us,  by  order  of  your  House,  the  act  of  Parlia- 
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ment,  "To  discontinue  in  such  manner,  and  for  such 
time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing'  and  dis- 
charging, lading"  and  shipping'  ot"  goods,  wires  and  mer- 
chandize at  the  town  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
Sec."  is  now  before  us,  and  we  shall  take  the  earliestop- 
portunity  to  lay  it  before  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  province. 

"VV  e  cannot  consider  this  measure  in  any  other  light 
than  an  additional  proof  of  a  resolution  in  the  mother 
state  to  draw  a  revenue  from  the  subject  in  America 
without  his  consent.  And  on  this  principle  we  conclude 
that  every  British  American  colony  will  esteem  them- 
selves intimately  connected  in  it.  Under  this  idea  of 
the  intention  of  Parliament,  it  certainly  behoves  us 
coolly  and  dispassionately  to  meditate  on  the  conse- 
quences; and  to  leave  no  rational  or  probable  means 
unessayed  to  avoid  them,  and  to  obtain  that  relief  which 
our  rights  as  English  subjects  entitle  us  to  demand. 

What  those  means  ought  to  be,  we  think  the  several 
branches  of  the  American  Legislature,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple are  constitutionally  represented,  and  who  are  vested 
with  their  whole  powers,  ouglit  to  determine.  We 
therefore  only  presume  to  give  you  our  private  senti- 
ments, which  must  ever  be  subject  to  the  amendment 
and  control  of  the  body  of  which  we  arc  only  members 
when  we  again  mix  with  them. 

We  hope  and  earnestly  recommend,  that  the  great 
cause  of  American  rights  may  be  left  to  the  management 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  peojile  in  every  colony,  as 
they  alone  are  vested  with  a  constitutional  power  of  in- 
quiring into  and  redressing  those  grievances  under 
which  the  subject  may  at  any  time  be  oppressed.  Until 
this  measure  sliall  be  fairly  attempted,  and  a  failure 
sh.all  ensue,  we  cannot  conceive  the  preseht  dispute 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  can  with  any 
jjropriety  or  prudence  be  assumed  by  any  other  persons 
wliatever,  or  that  in  other  hands  any  good  consequences 
can  be  r.ationally  expected:  And  as  we  are  in  a  state  of 
society,  where  order,  reason,  and  policy  ought  to  pre 
vfiil,  every  measure  which  can  only  serve  to  irritate  and 
not  conviTice,  every  act  of  violence,  or  even  the  appear 
ance  of  it,  should  be  carefully  avoided,  as  they  cannot, 
under  our  present  circumstances,  obtain  us  that  rehef 
we  desire,  and  have  a  right  to  expect,  but  on  the  con 
trary  may  involve  all  America  in  difficulties  which  no 
after  wisdom  or  prudence  can  surmount. 

A  congress  of  Delegates,  chosen  either  by  the  Repre 
sentatlves  in  Assembly,  or  by  them  in  convention,  ap 
pears  to  us  the  first  proper  step  to  betaken.  Nor  are 
we  dubious,  but  that  it  may  be  liappily  effected  in  a 
short  tiine,  should  calm  aad  prudent  measures  be  pu 
sued  to  obtain  it.  In  this  congress,  composed  of  the 
Representatives,  •onstitutionally  chosen,  if  all  concern 
ed,  and  who  woidd  of  coiu'se  act  with  weight  and  autho 
rity,  something  might  he  produced,  by  their  united  wis 
dom,  to  ascertain  our  rights,  and  establish  a  political 
union,  between  the  two  coiuitries,  with  the  assent  of 
both,  which  would  effectually  secure  to  Americans  their 
future  rights  and  privileges.  Any  thing  short  of  this 
will  leave  the  colonies  in  their  present  precarious  state; 
disunited  among  themselves,  unsettled  in  their  rights, 
ignorant  of  llu-lr  dutie.s,  and  destitute  of  that  connexion 
with  Great  Britain  which  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  safety  and  happjness  oF  both.  ■  , 

We  are,  &c.  - 
JOSEI'H  GALLOWAY,  Speaker. 
.   ,       SAMUEL  RllOADS,  :>  Committee  of 


P.  S. 


by  the  Governor's 
month. 


WIIJJAM  RODMAN, 
ISAAC  PEARSON,' 
The  Asseml)ly  of  this  province  are  simimoncd 


Correspon- 
dence. 


Writs  to  meet  on  the  18lh  of  next 


To  the  Cnmmiilee  of  Correnpondmce 
of  the  Prooince  of  the  Massachnsettfi 
TInii. 


At  a  meeting  of  a  very  respectable  body  of  the  freehol- 
ders and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berks,  at 
Reading,  the  2d  of  July,  1774, — Edward  Biddle,  Xisq. 
in  the  chair. 

This  assembly  taking  into  their  very  serious  consi- 
deration the  present  critical  situation  of  American  afTairs^ 
do  unanimously  resolve  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  coimly  do  ewe  and  will 
pay  clue  allegiance  to  our  rightful  Sovereign  King 
George  the  Third. 

2.  That  the  powers  claimed,  and  now  attempted  to  be 
put  in  execution  by  the  British  Parliament  are  fundai 
mentally  wrong,  and  cannot  be  admitted  without  the  ut- 
ter destruction  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

3.  That  the  Boston  Port  Bill  is  unjust  and  tyrannical 
in  the  extreme; — And  that  the  measures  pursued  against 
Boston  are  intended  to  operate  equally  against  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  other  colonies. 

4.  That  this  Assembly  doth  concur  in  opinion  with 
their  respectable  brethren  of  Philadelphia,  that  there  is 
an  absolute  necessity  for  an  immediate  congress  of  de- 
puties from  tho  several  colonies,  in  order  to  deliberate 
upon  and  pursue  such  measures,  as  may  radically  heal 
our  present  unhappy  disturbances,  and  settle  with  pre- 
cision the  rights  and  liberties  of  America. 

5.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  county,  confiding  in 
the  prudence  and  ability  of  the  deputies  intended  to  be 
chosen  for  the  general  congress,  will  cheerfully  submit 
to  any  measures,  which  may  be  found,  by  the  said  con- 
gress, best  adapted  for  the  restoration  of  harmony  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colonies,  and  for  the 
security  and  firm  establishment  of  the  rights  of  America. 

6.  That  as  the  people  of  Boston  are  now  stiffering  in 
the  grand  and  coinmon  cause  of  American  liberty.  Re- 
solved, That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  inhabitants  to  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  the  said  sufferers, — and  that 
the  committee  hereafter  named  do  open  subscriptions 
for  their  relief.  And  further,  that  the  said  committee 
do  lay  out  the  amount  of  such  subscriptions  in  purchas- 
ing flour  and  other  provisions,  to  be  sent  by  them  to  our 
said  suftering  brethren. 

7 .  That  Edward  Biddle,  James  Reed,  Daniel  Brod- 
head,  Henry  Christ,  Esquires;  Chtistopher  Schults, 
Thomas  Dundass,  and  Jonathan  Potts,  Gentlemen,  bo 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  meet  and 
correspond  with  the  Committees  from  the  other  coun- 
ties of  the  province. 

The  thanks  of  the  Assembl}'  were  unanimous!}'  voted 
to  the  Chairman,  for  the  patriotic  and  spirited  manner  in 
which  he  pointed  out  the  dangerous  situation  of  all  the 
American  colonies,  occasioned  by  tlie  unconstitutional 
measures  lately  pursued  by  the  British  Parliament, 
with  respect  to  Boston;  expressing,  at  the  same  time, 
the  greatest  loyalty  to  our  sovereign,  and  tho  most 
warm  and  tender  regard  for  the  liberties  of  America. 

There  never  appeared  greater  unanimity  of  sentiment 
upon  any  occasion,  than  in  the  resolves  made  by  the 
freemen  of  this  county,  all  cordially  agreeing  to  sacrifice 
every  temporary  advantage,  for  th6  sake  of  securing  li- 
berty to  themselves  and  their  posterit}'. 


To  the  Freeholders  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Chester,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  Representa- 
tives in  General  Assembly. 

Gentlemen — The  large  and  very  respectable  Commit- 
tee for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  have  wrote 
to  us,  the  subscribers,  requesting  that  a  Committee 
might  be  chosen  for  this  county  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
meet  the  Committees  from  tlie  other  counties  of  this 
province,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  15th  day  of 
this  instant,  to  deliberate  on  matters  of  the  greatest 
weight  and  Importance,  not  only  to  us,  but  to  all  Ame- 
rica. And  we  are  now  assured  that,  on  account  of  the 
Indian  disturbances,  his  Honour  the  Governor  has  found 
it  necessary  to  call  the  Assembly  to  meet,  in  their  legis- 
lative capacity,  on  Monday  the  28th  of  this  instant;  and 
we  also  find,  that  it  is  not  only  the  opinion  and  request 
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of  the  said  Committee  for  Philadelphia,  bvit  also  the 
ojjinion  and  desire  of  a  mimbcr  of  respectable  persons  of 
thiscountj^  coincldint^  with  our  own  opinions,  as  lovers 
of  civil  and  relig-ious  liberty,  tliat  the  Committees  of  the 
several  counties  of  this  province  should  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  said  15th  day  of  this  instant,,  in  order  to 
assist  in  framing  Instructions,  and  preiiaring-  such  matters 
as  may  be  proper  to  recommend  to  our  representatives 
at  tlieir  meeting  the  Monday  following. 

We  have  therefore  thought  proper,  on  matui-e  delibe- 
ration, and  by  the  advice  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
this  county,  to  appoint  Wednesday  the  13th  instant,  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  as  a  proper  time  for  the  in- 
habitants  of  this  county  to  meet  at  the  Court  house  in 
Chester,  to  choose  such  a  number  of  our  best  and  wisest 
men  as  a  committee  for  this  county,  as  shall  be  judged 
necessary  to  meet  the  other  Committees,  at  the  time 
and  pLace  above  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
and  for  such  other  purposes  as  may  then  be  deemed 
useful  and  necessary.  And  we  sincerely  hope  that  the 
good  people  of  this  county  will  give  their  attendance  on 
that  day,  and  calmly  and  heartily  join  with  in  doing  the 
business  proposed,  which  we  earnestly  wish  and  desire 
may  answer  the  good  purposes  Intended  by  it 

FRANCIS  RICHARDSON, 
ELISHA  PRICE, 
HENRY  HAYES. 
Chester,  July  4,  1774. 


At  a  meeting  of  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  free- 
men and  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  on 
Saturday  the  9th  of  July,  1774.— George  Ross,  Esq. 
in  the  chair. 

This  assembly,  taking  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion the  several  late  acts  of  the  British  parliament  rela- 
tive to  America,  came  unanimously  to  the  following  De- 
clarations and  Resolves,  viz. 

1.  We  do  sincerely  profsss  and  d.eclare,  that  his  most 
gracious  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  is  our  rightful 
and  lawful  sovereign,  and  that  we  will  at  all  times  sup- 
port and  defend  him  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  against  his  enemies. 

2.  We  do  further  declare,  that  no  power  is  constitu-  j 
tionally  lodged  in  the  hands  of  anybody  of  men,  to  give 
and  grant  our  money,  save  only  our  representatives  in 
assembly,  who  have  at  all  times  chcarfully  granted  aids 
to  his  Majesty,  whenever  he  has  made  a  requisition  from 
them. 

3.  That  the  acts  of  the  British  parliament  for  divest- 
ing us  of  such  right,  and  assuming  such  power  to  them- 
selves, are  unconstitutional,  unjust  and  oppressive. 

4.  That  it  is  an  indispcnsible  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  posterity,  to  oppose  with  decency  and  firmness, 
every  measure  tending  to  deprive  us  of  our  just  rights 
and  privileges. 

5.  That  a  close  union  of  the  colonies,  and  their  faith- 
ful adhering  to  such  measures  as  a  general  congress 
shall  judge  proper,  are  the  most  likely  means  to  procure 
redress  of  American  grievances,  and  settle  the  rights  of 
the  colonies  on  a  permanent  basis. 

6.  That  it  is  highly  expedient  to  .appoint  a  commit- 
tee, to  meet  the  committee  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
province  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  15th  instant,  to  confer 
with  them  on  the  important  matters  mentioned  in  the 
letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

7.  That  we  will  sincerely  and  heartily  agree  to,  and 
abide  by  the  measures  which  shall  be  adopted  by  the 
members  of  the  general  congress  of  the  colonies. 

8.  That  we  do  tenderly  sympathize  with  our  brethren 
of  Boston,  who  arc  suffering  in  the  American  cause  by 
an  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  act  of  the  Britisl)  par- 
liament, called  the  Boston  Port  Bill. 

9.  That  a  subscription  be  opened  for  the  relief  of  our 
suffering  brethren  there. 


10.  That  the  subscription  be  pvil  into  the  hands  of  the 
committee  of  this  county,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  provisions  and.  sent  to  Boston  towards  tlie 
relief  of  theij-  distresses. 

11.  That  the  committee  for  the  borough  of  Lancas- 
ter already  oppointed,  be  a  committee  of  correspond- 
encei  and  that  George  Ross,  James  Webb,  Matthias 
Slough,  Joseph  Ferret,  Emanuel  Carpenter,  and  Wil- 
liam Atlee,  Esquires,  Mr.  Alexander  Lowry,  and  Mr. 
Moses  Erwin,  be  the  committee  to  meet  and  consult  with 
the  committees  of  the  other  counties  of  this  province  at 
Philadelphia,  the  15th  instant,  and  also  to  join  with  the 
committee  of  correspondenc  e  in  receiving  subscrip- 
tions. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Freemen 
and  inhabitants  present  should  be  rendered  to  the  wor- 
thy chairman,  for  the  very  proper  and  spirited  address 
made  by  him  to  this  asseml)ly,  replete  with  the  wai*m- 
est  expressions  of  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and  fervent 
zeal  for  the  common  interests  of  America,  which  motion 
was  agreed  to  by  a  g-eneral  holding  up  of  hands,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  assembly  were  then  prtsented  to  Mr. 
Ross  for  his  patriotic  conduct  upon  this  occasion. 

EBERIIART  MICHAEL,  Clki 

A  subscription  was  then  immediately  opened  by  the 
committee,  for  the  benefit  of  our  suffi^ring  brethren  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  very  handsome  sums  subscribed 
by  several  of  the  persons  present:  And  at  the  request 
of  numbers  of  the  reputable  inhabitants,  papers  are 
printed  .and  sending  to  the  different  townships  to  re- 
ceive tliQ  subscriptions  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  county, 
which  it  is  expected  will  amount  to  a  considerable  sum, 
and  will  be  collected  as  expeditiously  as  possible  by  the 
committee,  and  laid  out  as  shall  be  tliought  best  to  an- 
swer the  good  purpose  intended. 


At  a  very  respect.able  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and 
Freemen  from  the  several  Townships  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  held  at 
Carlisle  in  the  said  county,  on  Tuesday  the  12th  day 
of  July,  1774. — John  Montgomery,  Esquire,'  Chair- 
taan. 

.  HesoJvcd,!.  That  the  Late  act  of  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  by  which  the  port  of  Boston  is  shut  up, 
is  oppressive  to  that  town  and  subversive  of  the  Rights 
and  Libci-ties  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Hay;  that 
the  principle  upon  which  that  act  is  founded,  is  not 
more  subversive  of  the  Rig-hts  and  Lil>erties  of  that  co- 
lony, than  it  is  of  those  of  all  the  other  I'.ritish  Colonics 
in  North  America;  that  therefore,  the  Inhabitants  of 
Boston  are  sufiering  in  the  common  cause  of  all  those 
Colonies. 

2.  That  ever}'  vigorous  and  prudent  measure  ought 
speedily  and  unanimously  to  be  adopted  by  those  colo- 
nies for  obtaining  redress  of  the  grievances  under  wliich 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston  are  now  labouring;  and  secu- 
rity from  grievances  of  the  same  or  of  a  still  more  se- 
vere nature,  under  which  they  and  the  other  inhabitants 
of  the  colonies  may,  by  a  further  operation  of  the  same  - 
principle,  hereafter  labour. 

3.  That  a  Congress  of  Deputiesfrom  all  the  colonies, 
will  be  one  proper  method  for  obtaining  those  purpo-- 
ses. 

4.  That  the  same  purposes  will,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting,  be  promoted  by  an  agreement  of  all  the  colo- 
nies not  to  import  anj'  merchandize  from  nor  export  any 
merchandize  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  British 
West  Indies,  nor  to  use  any  merchandize  so  imported, 
nor  tea  imported  from  any  pl.ace  whatever  till  those  pur- 
poses shall  be  obtained;  but  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
county  will  join  in  any  restriction  of  that  ag-reement 
which  the  Gener.al  Congress  may  think  it  necessaiy  for 
the  colonics  to  confine  themselves  to. 

5.  Tliat  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  will  contribute 
to  the  relief  of  their  sufTenng- brethren  in  Boston,  at  any 
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time  when  they  shall  receive  intimation  that  such  relief 
will  be  most  seasonable. 

6.  Tliat  a  committee  be  immediately  appointed  for 
this  county,  to  correspond  with  the  committee  of  this 
province,  or  of  the  other  provinces,  upon  the  great  ob- 
jects of  the  public  attention;  and  to  co-operate  in  every 
measure  conducing'  to  tlie  general  welfare  of  British 
America. 

7.  That  the  committee  consist  of  the  following  per- 
sons, viz.  James  Wilson,  John  Armstrong,  John  Alont- 
gomery,  AVilliam  Irvine,  Robert  Callender,  William 
Thompson,  John  Colhoon,  Jonathan  Hoge,  Robert  Ma- 
gaw,  Epbraim  Blaine,  Jolin  Allison,  John  Harris,  and 
Robert  Miller,  or  any  five  of  them. 

8.  That  James  Wilson,  Robert  Magaw,  and  William 
Irvine  be  the  Deputies  appointed  to  meet  the  Deputies 
from  the  other  counties  of  this  province  at  Philadelphia, 
on  Friday  next,  in  order  to  concert  measures  prepara- 
tory to  the  General  Congress. 

C Signed  hif  order  of  the  Meeting,  J  .  . 
)  J"0HN  MONTGOMERY,  Chairman. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  very  respectable  number  of  Free- 
holders and'nther  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ches- 
ter, at  the  court-house,  on  Wednesday  the  13th  of 
July,  1774,  in  consequence  of  public  notice  for  that 
purpose  given, — Francis  Richardson,  Esq.  Chairman. 
This  Assembly,  taking  iiito  their  serious  considera- 
tion the  present  critical  and  alarming  situation  of  Ame- 
rican affairs,  and  the  unhapp3'  differences  now  subsisting 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  do  agree  and 
resolve  as  follow,  viz. 

1.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  do  owe,  and 
will  pay  all  due  faith  and  allegiance  to  our  lawful  and 
rightful  sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  King  of  G. 
Britain,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging. 

8.  That  it  is  an  absolute  right,  inherent  in  every  Eng- 
lish subject,  to  have  free  use,  enjoyment  and  disposal  of 
all  )iis  property,  either  by  himself  or  Representative, 
and  that  no  other  power  on  earth  can  legally  dives^  him 
«f  it. 

3.  That  the  act  of  parliament  lately  passed  for  shut- 
ting up  the  port  of  Boston  is  unconstitutional,  oppressive 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  in  its  consequences  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  British  colonies;  and  that, 
therefore,  we  consider  our  brethren  at  Boston  as  suffer- 
ing in  the  common  cause  of  America. 

4.  That  the  protection  of  the  liberties  of  America,  is 
an  indispensible  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves  who 
enjoy  them,  to  our  ancestors  who  transmitted  them 
down,  and  to  our  posterity  who  will  cl.aim  them  at  our 
hands,  as  the  best  birthright  and  noblest  inheritance  of 
mankind. 

5.  We  do -agree  with  the  committee  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  that  a  congress  of  Deputies  from 
the  said  colonies  is  the  most  profitable  and  proper  mode 
of  procuring  relief  for  our  suffering  brethren,  obtaining 
redress,  preserving  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  estab- 
lishing peace  and  mutual  confidence  between  our  Moth- 
er country  and  her  colonies,  on  a  constitutional  founda- 
tion. 

6.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  ought  and  will 
chearfully  adopt,  adhere  to,  and  assist  in  executing  all 
and  sing'ular  such  peaceable  and  constitutional  measures, 
which  may  hereafter  be  agreed  upon  and  detei-mined  by 
the  said  general  congress. 

7.  It  is  our  opinion  tliat  it  would  conduce  g'reatly  to 
the  restoration  of  the  liberties  of  America,  should  the 
colonies  enter  into  a  solemn  agreement  not  to  purchase 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  congress.  We,  for  our  parts,  sensible  of  the 
great  advantages  which  must  arise  from  promoting-  ccca-- 
nomy  and  manufactures  among  ourselves,  arc  determin- 
ed to  use  as  little  foreign  manufiictures,  of  what  kind  or 
quality  soever,  as  our  necessijties  will  permit,  until  the 


sever.al  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  injurious  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  be  repealed. 

8 .  'I'hat  as  our  brethren  at  Boston  are  now  suffering  in 
the  cause  of  America,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  county,  in  common  with  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
generously  to  contribute  towards  their  support  ;  and 
therefore  the  committee  hereafter  appointed,  are  re- 
quested immediately  to  open  and  set  on  foot  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  said  sufferers,  and  the  money  arising  there- 
fi  om  to  be  laid  out  and  expended  as  the  said  committee, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  judge  best  to  answer  the 
benevolent  intention. 

9.  That  the  following  persons,  to  wit,  Francis  Rich- 
ardson, Klisha  Price,  John  Hart,  Anthony  Wayne,  John 
Sellers,  Hugh  Lloyd,  William  Montgomery,  Francis 
•Johnston,  William  Parker,  Richard  Riley,  Thomas  Hock- 
ley, Robert  Mendenhall,  and  John  Fleming,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee 
for  this  county,  to  meet  and  correspond  with  the  com- 
mittees of  the  several  counties  of  this  and  the  other  co- 
lonies, and  to  join  in  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  ap- 
pear necessary  for  the  public  good.    Signed  per  order, 

FRANCIS  JOHNSTON,  Clk.  Com. 

FliUadelpiua,  July  18. 
Last  Friday  afternoon,  agreeable  to  invitation  from  the 
committee  of  this  city.  Delegates  from  the  several  coun- 
ty committees,  viz.  ISucks,  Chester,  Lancaster,  York, 
Cumberland, Berks,  Northampton  and  Northumberland, 
met  the  committee  for  this  city  and  county,  and  we  hear 
they  have  been  engaged  in  preparing  a  set  of  General 
Resolves,  declaratory  of  the  sense  of  this  province,  on 
the  present  state  of  British  America,  and  the  peculiar 
sufferings  of  our  brethren  in  Boston  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay.  We  are  assured  that  there  is  great  unanimity 
in  their  councils  and  determinations,  and  that  a  happy- 
presage  may  be  formed  of  a  general  concurrence  and 
support,  in  such  measures  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to 
preserve  and  secure  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  country. 

The  Resolves  not  being  quite  finished,  we  are  obli- 
g-ed  to  postpone  the  publication  of  them  to  our  next. 

We  arc  informed,  that  a  more  full  and  ample  declara- 
tion of  our  present  grievances,  and  a  suggestion  of  the 
mode  of  redress,  so  as  to  relieve  the  distressed  Bosto- 
nians,  ease  the  minds  of  the  other  colonists,  and  draw 
some  just  and  equitable  line  between  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  colonies,  is  under  the  consideration  of  this 
respectable  Meeting,  and  will  be  conveyed  to  the  Hon. 
House  of  Representatives,  as  the  advice  or  instructions 
of  a  number  of  their  constituents,  on  this  important  oc- 
casion: which  will  alpo,  in  due  time,  be  communicatetl 
to  the  public. 

At  a  Meeting  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  th? 
county  of  Bucks,  held  at  Newtown,  agreeable  to  no- 
tice given  on  Saturday  the  9th  day  of  July,  1774,  Gij- 
bert  Hicks,  Esq.  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Wm. 
Walton,  Clerk  of  this  present  Meeting. 
The  chairman  having  taken  his  place,  in  a  short  .id- 
dress  to  the  company,  explained  the  nature  and  inten- 
tion of  the  Meeting,  when  they  proceeded  to  the  busi- 
ness thereof,  which  was  carried  on  and  finished  with  the 
greatest  decency  and  harmony. 

In  this  time  of  public  distress,  when  by  the  operation 
of  divers  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  the  Americans 
are  subjected  to  the  universal  control  of  a  Legislature, 
in  which  they  are  not  represented.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Bucks,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Newtown,  on 
the  9th  day  of  July,  appointed  the  following  Gentlemen 
as  a  Committee  to  represent  the  said  County,  at  a  Meet- 
ing of  the  several  Committees  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  I'ennsylvania,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  15th 
day  of  .luly  Inst.  viz.  John  Kidd,  Joseph  Kirkbride,  Jo- 
seph H.art,  James  Wallace,  Henry  Wynkoop,  Samuel 
Foulke,  .and  Joseph  Wilkinson. 

After  which  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  was  recommended  to  them  as  generiil  yulei?  for 
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their  conduct  at  the  said  Meeting,  In  the  following  re- 
solvesi  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  .of  this  coanty  have 
the  same  opinion  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  claims 
of  the  British  Parliament  to  make  laws,  binding  on  tiie 
inhabitants  of  these  Colonies,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
without  tlieir  consent,  as  other  of  our  fellow  American 
subjects  have. 

Mesolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American,  when 
oppressed  by  measures,  either  of  Ministry,  Parliament, 
or  any  other  power,  to  use  every  lawful  endeavour  to 
obtain  relief,  and  to  form  and  promote  a  plan  of  union 
between  the  Parent  Country  and  Colonies,  in  which  the 
claim  of  the  Parent  Country  may  be  ascertained  and  the 
liberties  of  the  colonies  defined  and  secured,  that  no 
cause  of  contention  in  future,  may  arise  to  disturb  that 
harmony  so  necessary  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of 
both,  and  that  this  will  be  best  done  in  a  General  Con- 
gress, to  be  composed  of  Delegates,  to  be  appointed 
either  by  the  respective  Colony  Assemblies,  or  by  the 
members  thereof  in  convention. 

true  c(^y  from  the  original  Minutes.  J 

WM.  WALTON,  Cl'k. 


LAW  CASE. 

Q.UA11TER  Sessions — PmLADjEtrHiA  Coujtty. 

Commonwealth  ex  relatione"^ 

Edward  Kennedy         |     Surety  of  the  Peace. 
vs.  Y 

John  Marshall  and  J :  J.     (      January  1st,  1829. 
Treillou.  J 
Commonwealth  ex  relatione"1 

Felix  Campbell,  I  Surety  of  the 

vs.  r  Peace. 

Thomas  O'Daniel.  J 

J.  R.  Ingersoll  and  Dunlap  for  Relators— P.  A. 
Browne  and  A.  A.  Browne  for  Defendants. 

This  was  an  application  to  continue  the  recognizances 
entered  into  by  the  defendants  before  Mr..  Justice' 
Goodman,  on  the  14th  November,  1828.  The  relator, 
Kennedy,  deposed,  that  he  went  to  the  cotton  factory  of 
Messrs.  Doric,  Laugerenne  &  Keating,  at  Manayunk,  on 
Friday  the  7th  ofNoVember  last,  to  obtain  employment. 
Upon  coming  out  of  the  building  late  in  the  afternoon, 
but  before  sun  down,  he  was  met  at  a  short  distance 
fi-om  it  by  five  men  (among  whom  were  Marshall  and 
Treillou,)  by  whom  he  was  questioned  as  to  his  objects 
at  the  mill;  they  inquired  whether  he  had  made  a  bar- 
gain, and  said,  "if  he  had  not,  it  would  be  better  not  to 
make  one;  and  that  there  were  men  enough  there,  and 
(hat  it  was  hard  to  be  taking  the  bread  out  of  other 
men's  mouths;"  and  further  told  him,  that  "  as  sure  as 
he  should  engage  himself  there  as  a  spinner,  so  sure  should 
he  lose  his  life,"  and  both  the  defendants  swore  they 
would  have  their  own  wheels  back  again,  or  they  would 
lose  their  lives  in  the  attem])t.  Kennedy  further  de- 
clared that  he  was  in  fear  of  his  life  from  tlie  above 
threats,  and  prayed  that  the  defendants  might  be  bound 
in  proper  recognizance  to  keep  the  peace  toward  hlni. 

It  also  appeared  that  the  defendants  were  cotton  spin- 
ners, had  formerly  worked  at  this  same  factory,  which 
they  had  lelt,  and  were  then  out  of  employment,  but 
continuing  to  live  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fac- 
tory. 

The  relator,  Campbell,  deposed  that  he  was  sent  by 
Mr.  Keating  to  accompany  one  James  M'Garvey  to 
Messrs.  M'agner's  Factory,  where  he  was  looking  for 
employment;  upon  his  return  he  was  met  by  the  de- 
fendant, O'Daniel,  who  inquired  whether  he  "had  got 
work  for  his  apprentice;"  and  being  told  it  was  no  busi- 
ness of  his  whether  or  not,  replied  by  threats  of  vior 
lence  against  Campbell,  when  he  should  get  a  proper 
chancs. 

-  It  appeared  that  this  defendant,  O'Daniel,  was  a  cot- 
ton spinner,  who  had  formerly  worked  at  the  factory  of 
Messrs.  Wagner.";,  and  was  then  out  of  employment. 


The  only  defence  set  up  was  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  Treillou  to  prove  an  alibi.  It  was  alleged  that  at  the 
period  when  the  threats  were  made  to  Kennedy  at  Ma- 
nayunk, Treillou  was  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
did  not  retuin  to  Manayunk  imtil  about  seven  o'clock 
that  evening.  A  number  of  witnesses  swoie  that  they 
saw  him  in  town  that  day  after  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
one,  that  he  accompanied  him  to  town  the  day  before, 
remained  with  him  that  day,  slejit  with  him  in  town  on 
Thursday  night,  and  accompanied  him  to  Manayunk  the 
next  afternoon  (Friday,  7th)  where  they  did  not  arrive 
until  about  seven  o'clock.  The  witne.sses  examined  on 
the  part  of  Treillou  were,  James  Mullen,  Francis  El- 
liott, Thomas  O'Daniel,  John  Richardson,  Hugh  White- 
man,  Jacob  Hollasan,  William  Crook,  John  Hamilton^ 
(all  cotton  spinners,  who  declared  that  they  were  not  at 
work  any  where,)  Samuel  M'Quay,  Richard  Johnson, 
Nicholas  Randall,  Ann  Dickinson,  and  Thos.  Ilaslam. — 
On  the  part  of  tho  relator,  Kennedy,  several  witnesses 
swore  positively  that  they  saw  Treillou  at  Manayunk  on 
the  afternoon  of  Friday,  with  Marshall,  at  the  time 
when  the  threats  were  used,  before  dark  that  evening. 
Wm.  Welsh,  a  carter,  residing  at  ManayUnk;  Wm.  Mac 
Faden,  a  storekeeper  there,  Michael  Gallagher,  who 
was  at  work  on  the  turnpike  when  Treillou  passed  him 
with  Kennedy,  and  Mrs.  Bridget  McCormick,  were  all 
positive  as  to  the  fact  of  Treillou's  being  at  Manayunk, 
at  the  time  swoi-n  to  by  Kennedy.  James  Niles  also 
was  examined  as  to  further  threats  by  Treillou  on  the 
12th  of  November. 

KING,  President.  I  will  continue  these  recogni- 
zances until  the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  I 
will  briefly  state  my  reasons  for  coming  to  this  conclu- 
sion. I'he  case,  upon  the  evidence,  is  certainly  not 
without  considerable  difficulty; — the  contradictory  state- 
ments of  the  witnesses  produce  more  embarrassment 
than  is  ordinarily  met  with  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  But, 
upon  the  whole,  from  the  s))irit  and  temper  which  is 
manifested,  the  ends  of  public  justice  will  be  most  effec- 
tually answered  by  imposing  a  salutary  restraint,  which 
may  tend  to  check  the  illegal  measures  which  seem  to 
be  in  progress.  For  all  parties  concerned  ought  to  be 
convinced  that  combinations  and  conspiracies  of  this 
character  are  illegal,  and  we  have  seen  in  numerous 
instances  the  dangerous  tendency  of  such  conduct.  In 
our  country,  but  more  especially  abroad,  combinations 
like  these  have  led  to  consequences  the  most  disastrous. 
These  individuals  ought  to  know  that  their  proper 
course  is  to  seek  redress  for  their  injuries,  if  they  are 
suffering  any,  in  the  courts  of  justice,  which  are  as  open 
to  them  as  to  their  employers.  Here  the  law  recognizes 
no  difference  between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  em- 
ployer and  the  employed — at  the  bar  of  our  courts  they 
stand  upon  perfectly  equal  ground,  and  the  law  will  as 
soon  punish  any  unlawful  combination  of  the  employ- 
ers, as  of  their  journeymen.  But  it  will  not  permit  any 
man  or  body  of  men  to  redress  their  own  injuries,  whe- 
ther imaginary  or  real,  and  will  promptly  repress  all  acts 
of  violence,  whatever  may  be  the  pretext  of  their  adop- 
tion. In  the  present  case,  the  positive  testimony  of 
Kennedy,  as  to  the  threats  made  use  of  by  Triellou,  is 
corroborated  by  several  other  witnesses,  whose  respect- 
able deportment  and  consistent  statements  carry  gi-eat 
weight  with  them,  and  whom  the  Court  cannot  disbe- 
lieve without  imputing  intentional  falsehood;  whereas 
the  evidence  on  the  other  side  may  be  so  far  true  as  to 
his  being  in  town  that  afternoon,  and  yet  the  witnesses 
may  err  in  point  of  the  time  of  day  when  he  left  there; 
and  every  one  conversant  with  the  evidence  usually  giv- 
en in  similar  proceedings,  is  perfectly  aware  that  no 
more  common  mistake  is  made  by  witnesses  than  that 
of  fixing  from  memory  the  particular  hour  or  minute  at 
which  an  occurrence  has  taken  place.  Great  weight  is 
also  given  by  the  Court  to  the  evidence  of  John  Niles, 
as  to  the  violent  language  and  menaces  of  Treillou  in 
his  conversation  with  him. 

Let  the  recognizances  be  continued  until  the  next 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 
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TAXABLES  in  city  &.  COUNTY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  1741, 


CITY  &  COUNTY  TAXABLES  IN  1/41. 

We  are  indebted  to  an  esteemed  Triend  for  tlie  sub- 
sequent statement,  which  was  copied  by  him  from  the 
books  of  his  venerable  ancestor,  who  was  not  only  an 
intellig'ent  and  faitliful  Assessor  for  many  years,  but  was, 
liurlng'  liis  active  life,  elticiently  cni^aged  in  the  most 
Ijcnevolcnt  and  useful  institutions  of  his  time,  for  pro- 
motiiiij  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Slalement  cf  the  nicmhcr  of  Taxahlc  Inhahitanls  of  ihe 
City  and  County  of  Fhiladdjjhia,  in  iJiu  year  17'41. 
[The  City  was  then  divided  into  tea  Wards,  and  the 
County  then  extended  to  the  southern  limits  of  Berks 
county,  and  embraced  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery.] 

Numher  of  Taxablcs  in  the  City  in  1741. 

-  Brouglit  over  880 

7.  Up]>er  Delaware  99 

8.  Ilig-h  street  151 

9.  Stulberry  309 
10.  North   ,  .-  -     •  182 


1. 

Dock  Wai-d 

18.3 

2. 

Lower  Delaware 

115 

3. 

Walnut 

98 

4. 

South 

105 

5. 

Middle 

236 

6. 

Chestnut 

143 

Carried  over 

880 

City  Total 


1621 


Numher  of  Taxable  Inhahitants  in  iJie  County  in  17  I1. 
[The  County  then  contained  47  Townships.] 


Ainity  70 

Abington  92 

AUaming'le  37 

By  berry  52 

Bristol  61. 

Blockley  72 

Crecsham  ,  60 

Clieltenliani  67 

Colcbrook  Dale  85 

Doug-hiss  58 

Didj'lin,  Lower  125 

Dublin,  Upi)or  77 

Exeter  76 

Eraiiconia  59 
Erankford  and '} 
N.  Hanover  5 

Frederick  76 

Germantown  168 

Uwyned  93 

Hanover,  Upper  97 

Horsham  80 

King'sesa  59 

Limerick  59 

Morcland  Jilanor  125 

Carried  over  1838 


Brouii;]it  over, 
Montgdinery 
Maiden  Creek 
Merion,  Upper 
Merlon,  Lower 
Menatauny 
Northern  Liberties 
Norring'ton 
f)\f()n{ 
Ouley 
Proyitlence 
Perkiomen  and 

Ski  pake 
Passyunk  and 


Moyanicnsiiit: 
Plymouth 
Iloxljoroug'h 
Sulford 
Springfield 
TowamOnsiii 
Whipp;ji 
Wiiite  Marsh 
Worcester 
Wayamenslng 


1838 
54 
75 
52 
101 
111 
151 
25 
78 
58 
146 

"  73 

78 

■46 
38 
174 
29 
55 
56 
89 
70 
25 


County  Total  3422 


*  The  whole  of  that  portion  of  land,  south  of  the  city, 
now  called  "The  District  of  Southwark,"  was  included 
ill  the  'I'ownship  of  Moyamensing-,  until  the  year  1762, 
when  tlie  Lcgi^ilature  of  Pennsylvania  passed  a  law  cre- 
ating' it  a  separate  District,  to  be  tliereafter  known  as 
"'■  Tlie  Dialrict  if  !Suuthwark." 


In  1741. 


In  1826. 


Increase.' 


City  Taxablcs 

1,621 

11,120 

9,499 

County  Taxables, 

to  wit,  in 

Biberry 

52 

190 

138 

Bristol 

64 

272 

208 

Blockley 

72 

512 

440- 

Lower  Duljliu 

125 

488 

363 

Germantown 

228 

881 

653 

Kingsessing 

59 

162 

103 

Moreland* 

125 

89 

— ' 

Northern  Liberties 

151 

7996 

7845 

Oxford 

73 

484 

406 

Passyunk  and"^ 

216T 

Moyamensing,  V 

78 

729  C 

3327 

^nnth\vMrk.  I 

24603 

Tloxborough 

38 

448 

410 

Totals, 

1070 

14,927 

13,893 

Decrease  in  Moreland 

S6 

C'  T, 

13,857 

In  that  portion  of  tlie"^ 
tlien  County  of  | 
Philadelphia,  now  V2352 

forming'  the  county   

of  Montjjomery  J 


7959 


5607. 


*  The  act  of  the  Legislature,  creating  the  county  of 
Alontg-omcry,  cut  ofi' so  large  a  portion  of  the  original 
Township  of  Morcland,  (adding  it  to  the  county  of 
Montgomery,)  as  to  leave  but  a  small  number  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants  within  the  present  limits  of  that 
township,  which  accounts  for  their  number  having  de- 
creased from  125  to  89. 

RECAPITULATION. 

TaxaJjlcs  in  the           In  1741.    In  1826.  Increase. 

City  of  Philadelphia           1621        11,120  9,499 

County  of  Philadelphia       1010        14,927  13,917 

County  of  Montgomery       2352          7,959  5,607 


Totals 


4983 


34,006  29,023 


REMINISCENCES  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Phlladelphlabcfore  the  Revolution,  was  a  mere  village 
in  its  size  and  style  of  hving,  compared  with  its  present 
o])ulence,  splendour,  and  extent.  Perhaps  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty  houses  so  large  and  elegant,  as 
now  are  the  dwellings  of  people  in  very  moderate  cir- 
cumstances. I  am  often  amused  with  the  exclamations 
of  my  young-  friends,  when  I  point  to  the  house  of  a  se- 
cond or  third  rate  mecliaiiic,  and  say,  "in  that  house, 
such  and  such  a  distinguished  man  gave  his  dinners  or 
his  suppers."  These  small  habitations  exhibited  nothing' 
of  the  prevailing  modern  splendour,  but  were  furnished 
with  more  attention  to  convenience  than  to  show;  yet. 
In  some  things,  it  must  be  confessed  we  were  wanting. 
Carpets,  those  necessary  appendages  to  comfort,  were 
riot  the  luxury  of  the  common  parlour.  A  rich  Turkey 
carpet,  might  be  found  in  the  state-room,  which,  if  it 
hap])ened  to  bo  on  the  second  floor,  was  called  the  din- 
ini^  room,  although  no  dinner  was  ever  served  in  that 
apartment — for,  unsophisticated  as  we  were,  we  were 
genteel  enough  sometimes,  to  pervert  words  from  their 
rig-ht  meaning.  We  improved,  however,  as  we  advanced 
in  years,  and  the  parlour  up-stairs,  with  more  propriety, 
was  denominated  the  "tea  room;"  In  nothlng- have  we 
departed  more  widely  from  "the  spirit  of  '76"  than  in 
oiu'  entei'talnments.  Dinners  and  suppers  went  the 
round  of  every  social  circle  at  Christmas,  and^  except- 
ing confectionarles,  abounded  in  the  excellent  meats 
and  pastry  that  now  sup-plj'  the  festive  board.  An  invi- 
tation to  the  former  always  implied  the  latter;  and  the 
wliole  day,  from  one  to  two  o'clock,  was  given  to  the  vi- 
sit. Aftei-noon  visits  were  made  In  the  afternoon,  not  at 
night;  so  that  a  matron  might  take  tea  with  a  friend,  and 
be  at  home  in  g'ood  time  to  see  her  children  put  to  bed. 
But,  I  shall  tire  you  with  tlie  g'arrulity  of  an  old  woman, 
else  would  I  tell  you  of  many  a  fashion  of  these  simple 
times.  Watei-,  Front,  Second  and  Third,  were  then 
the  only  streets  parallel  to  the  river,  that  were  closely 
built,  as  far  north  as  Vine,  and  south  to  Pine  streets;  and 
the  cross  streets  extended  but  little  further  west,  except 
a  few  scattering  houses  in  either  direction.  A  walk  to 
the  Hospital  or  the  Bettering  House,  as  the  Alms  House 


\S29.]     "  REMINISCENCES— PUBLIC  CHARITIES  OF^  PHILADELPHIA. 

was  then  called,  was  the  business  of  an  afternoon;  to  '  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

reach  the  Scliuylkill  never  entered  the  imag-inatioh  of|    " 

the  pedestriar.  at  least  of  the  females.    This,  however.  ;  Exiraks  from  Essays      the  PuhUc  Charities  ofPhiladel 
Js  not  wonderful,  when  ,t  .s  considered  that  neither  pave-  :     pMa.-BespedfuUy  addressed  1o  the  serJoid  considera- 
ment  nor  avenue  .mnted  the  rambler.    A  road  leading      tiowofthe  hcnevolmt,  whohave  '-hem-ts  to  ftel andlmnds 
from  Market  street  must  have  been  open,  for  there  was  !     ^^  bestow.-Btc.  Z9,  1S2S.  ' 
a  road  to  Lancaster,  of  which  we  sometimes  heard  as  a  I  ■ 

place  "far  in  the  wilds  remote  from- public  view,"  ^■ 

which  rtig-ht  be  reached  in  a  three  days  journey;  nor  [  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  state 
was  this  neighbouring'  -town  ever  spoken  of  familiarly,  '  of  some  of  our  institutions,  which  owe  their  origin  to 
until  some  ofour  public  bodies,  and  many  cff  the  afFright-  benevolent  motives.  Of  these  there  are  three  species, 
ed  citizens,  fled  thitiier,  for  safetv,  on  theapproach  of  a  Beneficial — Relig-ious — and  those  intended  wholly  for 
British  army  in  ITTS.  The  mention  of  that  sad  dav  Charitable  purjjoses,  apart  from  all  considerations  of 
bring-s  back  its  terrors  with  the  freshness  of  yesterda}-."  [  religion. 

The  British  had  penetrated  into  New  Jersev  as  far  as  The  first;  merely  private,  confine  their  aid  and  corn- 
Princeton;  and  massacre  and  starvation  chilled  the  blood  lort  wholly  to  the  individual  members.  'SVith  them  the 
in  every  vein!  Where  sh.all  we  go;  how  shall  we  get  '  public  at  large  have  no  right  to  interfere.  For  the  sc- 
out of  town?  was  the  universal  cry.  Carriages  of  ever}'  cond,  the  spirit  of  the  times  makes  ample  provision;  I 
description  were  few,  and  all  were  anxiouslv  sought,  i  shall  therefore  for  the  present  pass  them  over — and  con- 
No  blessed  steamboats  to  waft  their  tholisands  from  "In-  i  fine  the  discussion  to  some  of  the  third  description.— 
dies  to  the  Pole!"  No  friendly  hacks  to  drag  us  from  These  are  of  tliree  sorts — those  for  the  promotion  of 
the  scene  of  dismay;  wealthy  merchants  kept  a  one  i  education — those  intended  for  reformation — and  those 
horse  chair,  but  what  was  this  to  the  conveyance  of  a  j  intended  to  relieve  physical  wants. 

whole  household*  A  coach  was  here  and  there  kept  by  !  They  are  very  numerous,  and  have  reflected  great 
the  higher  order,  but  these  were  not  in  requisition;  j  credit  on  the  city,  and  tended  to  confirm  its  claim  to  the 
these  belonged  Chiefly  to  the  officers  of  the  royal  go-  honourable  designation  bestowed  on  it  by  its  illustrious 
vemment,  who  fearing  no  violence  from  their  brethren,  I  founder.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  no 
had  determined  to  abide  the  visit.  But  great  was  the  ;  small  degree  of  error  prevails  on  this  subject,  as  regards 
scramble  among  this  scanty  state  of  means.  Happy  was  i  the  extent  of  the  support  they  receive,  and  theic  resour- 
ce, who  could  press  a  market  wagon;  or  a  milk  cart,  to  '  ces,  v.'hich  has  a  pernicious  operation,  and  ought  to  be 
bear  off  his  little  ones!  My  family,  together  with  that  I  corrected.  If  the  error  were  harrfiles?,  it  might  be  al- 
of  a  friend,  who  had  been  obliged  to  abscond  with  the  i  lowed  to  pass  without  notice:  but  unfortunately  this  is 
city  council,  were  stowed,  women,  children  and  servants,  |  by  no  means  the  case. 

counting  in  number  more  than  a_score,  into  a  small  river  !  It  is  assumed  br  many  pereons  that  those  institutions 
craft,  called  a  wood-flat,  whose  smokey  cabin  did  not  |  are  very  burdensome  to  our  citizens — tliat  the  stated 
permit  the  ladies,  with  infants  in  their  arms,  to  sit  quite  ;  contributions  for  their  support  are  enormously  and  un- 
upright.  The  smoke,  however,  -  was  intolerable,  and  i  necessarily  great — that  they  encourage  idleness  and  dis- 
we  girls,  whose  young  hearts  shrunk  from  no  inconve-  ;  sipation,  and  a  reliance  on  charity  instead  of  industry, — 
nience  or  danger,  made  our  beds  with  blankets-  upon  !  and  hence  we  every  day  hear  loud  complaints  on  the 
the  deck;  from  this  then  enviable  station  we  were  t  subject,  and  iu  consequence  many  benevolent,  worthy, 
driven,  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  into  the  hold  of  the  ;  and  v\'ealthy  citizens  are  discolmiged  from  affording  that 
boat,  and  there  v.  e  slept  soundly  on  the  fewtables  and  patronage  which  they  w  ould  otherwise  cheerfully  give, 
chairs,  which  our  hurry  had  enabled  us  to  cany  with  us.  |  and  which  these  institutions  may  fairly  claim.  Thus  the 
Innumerable  were  the  hardships,  and  much  would  you  '  current  of  public  charity  is  arrested  in  its  course,  to  the 
Wonder,  could  I  tell  you,  what  the  scattered  Philadel-  manifest  injury  of  the  suffering  -poor,  for  whose  relief 
phians  endured  at  that  trying  season;  thankful,  if  they  -  they  were  instituted.- 

could  find  a  hut  or  a  barn,  in  any  region  of  security!  !  The  complaints  to  which  I  have  alluded,  cannot  apply 
Sometimes  those  who  had  never  spoken  together  in  tiie  i  to  donations  or  bequests,  which,  being  entirely  sponta'- 
city  would  meet  in  their  wanderings,  and  then  all  dis-  '  neous,  create  no  murmuring.  They  refer  wholly  to  the 
tinctions  of  rank  were  forgotten,  and  they  were  a  band  annual  subscriptions,  to  which,  therefore,  my  observa- 
of  brothers.  Some  who  had  made  a  lodgement  be- |  tions  shall  be  chiefly  confined — and  I  hope  to  make  it 
tween  the  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake,  were  driven  !  appear  that  no  general  clamour  or  complaint,  was  ever 
sn  the  following  summer,  from  their  tempoi-ary  asylums,  i  much  more  unfounded.  Lei  me  ohser\  e,  en  passant , 
on  the  march  of  the  enemy  from  the  latter  direction;.,  that  those  M  ho  are  the  largest  contributors,  make  the 
and  when  we  afterwards  met  at  our  homes,  man-ellous  {  fewest  complaints.  Indeed,  I  believe  1  might  sav,  thev 
and  amusing  were  the  adventures  recounted  at  our  hap-  !  never  complain. 

py  fire  sides.  "Sir,"  s.aid  a  gentleman,  whose  name  j  Before  I  proceed  to  the  details  to  which  the  subject 
was  eminent  among  the  patriots  of  that  period,  "these  i  necessarily  leads,  I  beg  le.ave  to  notice  a  collateral  er- 
stones  will  be  told  by  our  children  .when  we  are'  dead  i  ror,  producing  similar  consequences 


and  gone. 

I  thought  of  nothing  more,  when  I  took  up  inv  pen, 
than  correcting  the  error  of  the  "Old  Philadelphian." 
He  says  "  Mrs.  Manly  kept  the  first  large  retail  shoe 


Many  citizens  entertain  an  idea  that  in  the  present 
state  of  society  in  this  city,  every  person  able  and  will- 
ing to  work,  may  procure  employment;  that  all  tho^e 
who  are  thus  employed,  may  earn  a  decent  and  comfort- 


store  in  Market  sti-eet."  Many  years  before  that  period,  !  able  support;  and  that  if  not  the  whole,  at  least  the 
-and  probably  before  the  knowledge  of  my  junior  labor-  '  chief  part  of  the  distress  of  the  poor,  aj-ises  from  idle- 
er,  a  store  of  that  description  was  kept  in  2d  near  Market  :  ness,  dissipation  and  worthlessness  Alas,  nothing  can 
St.  by  Mr.  Wallace.  His  shoes  were'of  worsted,  which  was  i  be  much  farther  from  the  truth,  and  nothing  can  have  a 
the  only  material  then  used  by  the  ladies,  excepting  |  greater  tendency  to  harden  the  hearts  of  those  who  have 
satin  or  brocade  for  full  dress.  You  see  how  the  fascina-  ,  the  means  to  aflord  relief  to  the  distressed,  rendering 


■tlons  of  my  youth  have  irresistibly  drawn  me  on!  I  will 
trouble  you  no  longer.  -  '  H.  T. 

[.dia-ora  &  Penn.  Gaz. 

M  a  meeting  of  Councils  on  Thursday  evening,  Tho- 
mas Phipps  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  city,  in  the 
place  of  John  Bacon. 

Vol.  hi.  6 


them  indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of  their  fellow  mor- 
tals. There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  it  has  produced  this 
indifference  to  a  gi-eat  extent,  and  paralized  the  hands 
of  charity  and  beneficence.  It  is  a,n  error,  therefore, 
which  loudly  c.ills  for  refut.ation. 

In  the  most  prosperous  times  there  are  ahvaj-s  some 
trades  &nd  occupations  th.T.t  are  depressed,  in  which 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  employment,  and  consequently 
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where  the  earnings  of  former  days,  liiid  up  by  the  fru- 
gal and  industrious,  are  consumed,  and  pinching  distress 
IS  the  result.  There  is  almost  always  a  superabundance 
in  this  city  in  some  occupations,  particularly  clerks  and 
shopkeepers.  At  some  trades,  employers  t.ake  too  many 
apprentices,  and  dismiss  them  as  soon  as  their  appren- 
ticeships expire,  when  they  frequently  find  it  difficult 
to  procure  employment.  General  depi  ession,  more  over, 
occasionally  takes  place,  in  which  there  is  a  redundance 
of  hands  at  almost  all  occujjiations.  These  facts,  which 
are  of  public  notoriety ,  ought  to  silence  the  unmeaning 
cry,so  often  reiterated — that  "nobody  need  be  idle,  who 
is  witling  to  work  " 

That  among  the  poor,  there  are  dissipated,  idle,  and 
profligatie  persons,  [are  there  not  among  the  rich  ?]  can- 
not be  denied.     But  the  proportion  is  small — much 
smaller  tlian  might  be  reasonably  supposed,  from  the 
various  disadvantages  and  discouragements  under  which 
that  class  labours.    The  worthless  and  profligate  meet 
the  public  eye  in  our  streets,  on  the  wliarves,  and,  oc- 
casionally, stretched  in  a  state  of  intoxication  on  the 
pavements — and  are  brought  before  the  mayor's  court, 
where  their  profligacy  is  made  conspicuous.   T  he  num- 
bers are  magnified  tenfold  by  tlie  imaginations  of  the 
spectators.    Whereas  the  thousands  and  tens  ot  thou- 
sands, who  are  industriously  employed,  early  and  late, 
to  make  a  sorry  subsistence,  at  a  miserable  pittance, 
pass  wholly  unnoticed.   Who  can  think  without  sympa- 
thy for  the  sufferers,  and  regret  for  such  a  state  of  so- 
ciety, when  he  is  informed  of  the  appalling  fact,  that 
there  are  thousands  of  seamstresses  in  this  city,  wdio,  by 
the  utmost  industry  and  skill,  cannot  earn  above  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  or  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  week!  Com- 
petition has  reduced  the  price  of  making  soldiers',  and 
elop  shop  shirts  and  pantaloons  to  twelve  and  a  half  cts. 
each!    At  this  paltry  price,  whenever  they  are  to  be 
given  out,  tlie  applications  are  too  numerous  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  the  work  is  sought  after  with  as  much  avidi- 
ty as  if  it  afibrded  a  liberal  support:  At  certain  seasons 
even  this  sort  of  work  is  very  scarce,  and  numbers  of 
the  poor  women  are  wholly  unemployed! 

At  the  first  establishment  of  the  Provident  Society, 
the  applications  for  work  so  far  exceeded  the  quantity 
to  be  given  out,  lliat  the  Society  could  not  aftbrd  full 
employment  to  most  of  the  applicants,  who,  of  course, 
could  not  earn  nnore  than  seventy'-five  cents  or  a  dollar 
per  week.  And  numbers  wejit  through  snow  and  rain 
for  eight  and  ten  squares  for  it,  and  were  thankful  to  re- 
ceive it! !  - 

A  very  skilful  woman  unburdened  with  a  family,  can 
scarcely  make  two  shirts  per  da_y — with  a  family',  which 
many  of  them  have,  the  greatest  number  will  be  eight 
or  ten  per  week!    When  we  take  into  view,  rent,  occa 


to  work.    Hundreds  are  swept  off  annually,  tnany  of 
tliem  leaving  numerous  and  helpless  families.  Not- 
withstanding their  wretched  fate,  their  places  are  quick- 
ly supplied  by  others,  although  death  stares  them  in  the 
face.     Hundreds  are  most  laboriousl)'  employed  on 
turnpikes,  working  from  morning  till  night  at  from  half 
a  dollar  to  three  quarters  per  day,  exposed  to  the  broil- 
ing- sun  in  summer,  and  all  the  inclemency  of  our  severe 
winters.    There  is  always  a  redtmdance  of  w  ood  pilers 
in  our  cities,  whose  wages  are  so  low,  that  thair  utmost 
efforts  do  not  enable  them  to  earn  more  than  from  35  t© 
50  cents  per  da)' — and  finally  there  is  no  employment 
whatever,  how  disagreeable,  or  loathsome,  or  danger- 
ous, or  deleterious  soever  it  may  be,  or  however  reduced 
the  wages,  that  fails,  to  find  persons  willing  to  follow  it, 
rather  than  beg  or  steal.    With  respect  to  females,  we 
know,  as  I  have  slated,  and  sh;dl  dilate  on  more  at  length 
in  the  sequel,  that  there  are  thousands  of  them  who  ea- 
gerly seek  after  and  gladly  and  thankfully  accept  em- 
ployment, at  which  their  utmost  industry  and  skill  can- 
not possibly  enable  them  to  earn  more  than  from  a  dol- 
lar to  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  week,  making  no  allow- 
ance for  sickness.    Surely  these  facts  are  overwhelm- 
ing, and  ought  to  rescue  the  character  of  the  labouring 
classes  from  the  mass  of  obloquy  too  often  thrown  upon 
them. 

One  word  more.  There  are  from  15  to  20,000  ope- 
ratives and  labourers  in  this  city,  of  whom  probably  not 
more  than  4  or  500  are  dissipated — to  which  many  of 
them  arc  driven  by  distress  and  misery,  and  desperate 
circumstances.  ,•    ,    .  , 
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Since  our  last,  the  ark  George  Louis  Mayer,  captaifs. 
Ohmet,  laden  with  35  hogsheads  of  whiskey,  a  quantity 
of  flour,  tallow,  lard,  &C.  cleared  for  Baltimore. 

Arrived,  Ark  Susquehanna,  Mullison,  with  coal  from 
Wilkesbarre,  will  load  for  Baltimore  as  soon  as  the  wea- 
ther will  permit. 

Below,  An  ai  k  laden  with  North  Branch  coal,  will  as- 
cend the  first  thaw. 

Thirty  arks  of  coal  would  not  supply  the  immediate 
demand;  and  applications  have  already  been  made  by  a 
number  of  distillers  offering  all  their  whiskey,  as  soon  a& 
vessels  can  be  ready,  to  convey  it  to  Baltimore. 

From  the  above,  our  friends  on  the  Susquehanna,  and 
in  Baltimore,  will  perceive  that  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  led  a  few  citizens  of  Lancaster  to  attempt  render- 
ing the  river  Conestoga  navigable  has  been  crowned 
The  navigation  is  now  perfect  from  Rei- 


with  success, 

sional  want  of  employment,  sickness,  and  the  support  ]  gart's  landing,  within  the  bounds  of  the  city,  to  Safe 


of  children,  we  shall  have  some  slight  idea  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  numerous  widows,  who  are  devoted  to  this 
most  miserable  of  employments.  May  ]  not  ask,  who, 
duly  weighing  these  tilings,  will  have  the  hardness  of 
heart,  to  involve  in  oneg'eneral,  sweeping  denunciation, 
the  distressed  poor,  as  if  tbeir  sufl'erings  were  the  pe- 
nalties of  their  idleness  and  dissipation  ' 

Although  I  know  how  extremely  difficult  it  is  to  era- 
dicate inveterate  prejudices,  such  as  many  of  our  citi- 
zens entertain  on  this  subject,  yet  I  fondly  hope  those 
prejudices  will  lose  much  of  tlipir  weight  and  influence, 
when  the  following  facts  are  calmly  and  dispassionately 
considert  d. 

Thousands  of  our  labouring  people  travel  hundreds  of 
miles  in  quest  of  employment  on  canals,  at62f,,  75,  and 
87|  cents  per  day,  paying  a  dollar  and  a  half  or  two  dol- 
lars per  week  for  board,  and  lea\  ing  families  behind,  de- 
pending on  them  for  support.  They  labour  frequently 
in  marshy  grounds,  where  they  inhale  pestiferous  mias- 
liii^ta,  which  destroy  their  healtli,  often  irrecoverably. 
'I'liey  return  to  their  poor  families,  broken  hearted,  and 
with  ruined  constitutions,  with  a  sorry  pittance,  so  labo- 
j-iously  earnedj  and  take  to  their  beds,  sick,  and  unable 


Harbour,  on  the  Susquehanna,  a  distance  of  eighteen 
miles,  and  was  effected  by  a  succession  of  dams  and 
locks,  nine  in  nu.iiber,  the  ponds  or  dams  varying  in 
length  fi  om  one  to  three  miles,  and  preserving  a  breadth 
of  from  250  to  350  feet,  with  a  depth  in  the  channel  of 
never  less  than  four  feet,  presenting  a  beautiful  sheet  of 
water.  The  towing  path  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  ri- 
ver. The  locks  are  100  feet  by  22  in  the  chamber,  suffi- 
ciently large  for  arks  or  boats  of  ninety  feet  in  length,, 
and  for  platforms  of  boards  or  timber  of  like  dimensions. 
The  lifts  vary  from  seven  to  nine  feet.  The  whole  cost 
about  $4000  per  mile,  leaving  at  the  disposal  of  the 
company  at  each  dam  a  water  power,  which  it  is  believ- 
ed will  prove  a  source  of  considerable  profit,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  valuable  to  the  surrounding  country. 

The  tirne  occupied  by  an  ark  in  ascending  from  Safe 
Harbour  to  the  South  Bridge,  is  found  to  be  from  six  to 
eight  hours.  The  ark  George  Louis  Mayer  passed  lock 
No.  3  in  6^- minutes.  One  horse  only  has  been  employed 
in  towing. 

The  completion  of  this  work  is  to  us  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction;  for  independent  of  its  importance  to  the 
country  generally,  and  its  being  the  most  perfect  and 
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beautiful  specimen  of  inland  navigation  in  the  United 
States,  effected  at  a  trifling-  expense,  it  has  relieved  its 
friends  from  a  load  of  anxiety  for  its  success,  and  from 
the  jeers  and  prophecies  of  the  herd  of  worldly-wise 
Jookers-on,  who  believe  every  tiling  imposs':b!e  which 
they  cannot  comprehend,  and  every  man  a  fool  or  a 
madman,  who  embarked  in  a  project  of  which  their 
grandfathers  had  left  no  memorial;  and  many  of  the  rich 
who  made  all  they  are  worth  among  us,  hugged  their 
dollars  in  fancied  security,  and  laughed  and  scoffed  at 
those  who  ventured  a  little  for  the  general  good — shook 
their  heads  when  some  trifling  accident  occurred,  and 
gravely  said,  "I  told  you  so — I  was'nt  going  to  be 
taken  in — I  was'nt  such  a  fool." 

The  completion  of  this  work  assures  a  prosperity  to 
the  city  of  Lancaster,  which  without  it  slie  never  could 
have  reached.  She  must  become  the  depot  for  the 
whiskey,  flour,  bacon,  butter,  lard,  &c.  &c.  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  at  the  same  time  will  be  enabled 
to  supply  lumber,  coal,  salt,  and  the  produce  of  the 
West  Indies  and  the  Susquehanna  trade.  It  also  as- 
sures the  further  improvement  of  the  Susquehanna;  so 
that  there  shall  be  no  interruption  to  an  ascending  as 
well  as  descending  trade  with  the  bay,  by  locks,  on  a 
scale  not  inferior  to  those  on  the  Conestoga,  so  that 
locked  boats  of  from  60  to  100  tons,  drawing  three  feet 
water,  built  for  river  and  bay  ti'ade,  may  load  at  Lancas- 
ter and  navigate  the  Chesapeake  with  as  much  security 
as  any  other  vessels- 

In  closing  this  article  we  beg  leave  to  state  to  our 
Baltimore  friends,  that  much  exception  has  been  taken 
to  the  toll  exacted  for  passing  the  Maryland  Canal.  We 
are  informed  that  arks  are  charged  ten  dollars,  whether 
heavily  or  lightly  laden.  This  is  considered  a  grievance 
both  in  amount  and  manner  of  exaction. — Lan.  Gaz. 


IIEPOKT  OF  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTIONLFOR  THE  DEAF 
AND  DUMB. 

Read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  7, 1829. 

Philadelphia,  Dec  30,  1828. 
Sir, — Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  annual  report  of 
isaid  institution,  which  have  the  goodness  to  present  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serv't. 
GEORGE  W.  TOLAND,  Sec'y. 
Ner  Middleswarth,  Esq.  Speaker,  &c. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  ge- 
neral  assembly  met.  - 

The  directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  institution  forthe 
deaf  and  dumb,  respectfully  submit  the  annual  report, 
required  by  the  7th  article  of  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  institution,  for 
the  year  ending  the  twentieth  of  December  1828,  are 
exhibited  in  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  hereunto  an- 
nexed marked  A.  which  have  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  committee  of  accounts. 

Daring  the  official  year,  twenty-seven  pupils  have  left 
the  institution,  and  sixteen  have  been  received.  The 
present  number  is  sixty-eight,  being  forty-two  males  and 
twenty-six  females.  (Admission  for  twelve  have  been 
issued,  some  of  whom  are  daily  expected  in  Philadel- 
phia.) The  annexed  document  marked  B,  shows  their 
residences,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  supported, 
&c. 

Of  the  whrtle  number,  thirty-nine  are  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, supported  by  the  bounty  of  the  commonwealth, 
three  are  from  New  Jersey,  supported  by  that  state;  two 
from  Maryland  are  supported  by  that  state;  eleven  are 


supported  wholly,  or  in  part  by  the  institution;  the  re- 
maining thirteen  are  paid  for  by  their  friends. 

Since  our  last  report  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  honourable  alike  to  ihat  body 
and  to  the  repu'ation  and  confidence  establislied  by  this 
institution,  which  makes  an  appropriation  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  that  state  in  this  institu- 
tion, at  the  same  rate  for  each  pupil,  as  is  paid  for  the 
pupils  supported  by  this  state. 

Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  board  and  the 
economy  exercised  in  every  department  of  the  institu- 
tion, its  funds  are  still  very  inadequate  to  the  benevo- 
lent objects  of  its  finmdation. 

The  act  of  assembly  for  its  endowment  is  almost  ex- 
piring. Upon  the  continuance  of  the  leg-lslative  aid  de- 
pends the  duiation  of  the  institution,  whose  benefits 
have  been  so  long  and  so  clearly  displayed  as  to  need  no 
further  illustration.  A  memorial  has  been  presented  to 
your  honorable  body,  for  the  renewal  of  this  grant,  and 
the  board  feel  every  confidence  in  the  acquiescence  of 
the  legislature  in  the  request  of  the  memorialists. 

Since  our  last  re])ort  Mr.  George  Comstock  has  from 
ill  health  resigned  liis  situation  as  a  teacher  in  the  insti- 
tution. 'I'he  two  pupils  who  were  retained  as  monitors 
have  also  left  it;  one  h.as  been  placed  as  an  apprentice 
with  a  respectable  printer  of  the  city,  the  other  has  re- 
turned to  his  friends. 

To  supply  these  vacancies,  the  board  have  engaged, 
as  a  teacher,  Mr.  George  S.  VVhitehill,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  graduate  of  Dickinson  College,  who  fur- 
nished the  most  respectable  testimonials  of  ability  and 
good  character.  No  other  material  change  has  occurred 
since  the  last  report. 

The  board  are  gratified  again  to  express  their  entire 
satisfaction  with  the  attention  and  ability  of  the  princi- 
pal and  his  assistants. 

The  manufactures  are  continued  with  advantage  to 
the  p-upils.  The  domestic  arrangement  of  the  house  is 
still  under  the  charge  of  Mary  Cowgill,  who  has  super- 
intended it  from  its  fii  st  establishment,  and  whose  fideli- 
ty is  undiminished. 

The  directors  in  conclusion  are  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge the  divine  favour  extended  toward  the  inmates  of 
the  institution,  in  blessing  the  means  of  instruction,  and 
preserving  the  harmony  and  health  of  the  famil)'. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

WM.  WHITE,  President. 
Georbe  W.  Toland,  Sec'ry. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  30,  1828. 

A, 

For  moneys  received  and  paid  from  December  21,  1827', 
io  December  21, 

Th6  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
in  account  with  John  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
1828  DR. 
Dec.  21,  To  cash  paid  to  this  date, 

on  the  following  accounts,  f 
viz: 

Family  expenses,  4,211  03 

Incidental  'expenses,  in- 
cluding- interest  on  mon- 
eys borrowed,  1,309  14 
Salaries  of  matron,  prin- 
cipal, five  assistant  teach- 
ers, steward  and  superin-  , 
tendant  of  manufactures,     4,373  83  > 
Private   pay  pupils,  ad-  .  r  ; 
vanced  for  clothin.^;',  &c. 

to  be  refunded  by  their  ■■  ' 

parents  or  guardians,  98  73 

New  building  improve- 
ments, 515  10 

Manufactures,  raw  mate- 
rials,    c.  2,080  98  ^ 

Moneys  boiTOwed  tem- 
porarily, 5,000  ; 
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,  Steward,  balance  in  his 
hands  for  pcttj'  family  ex- 
penses, 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 


10  23 


A7,599  04 
_1,528  73 


182/ 
Pec.  21, 

1828 
Dec.  21, 


CR. 

By  balance  in  the  hands  .  " 
of  the  treasurer,      ■     ,  - 

By  cash  received  to  this 
date  on  the  following'  ac- 
counts, viz : 

Annual  contributions,  286 
Donations,  136 
Life  subscriptions,  60 
Legacies, 

John  jGrandom  5,000 
Daniel  Sutter,  100 


19,127  77 


1,068  70 


21' Joseph  Shipps  Philad. 
22  James  Bradley,  jr.  do 


33- 


Less  collateral  inhe.> 
heritance  duty 

John  S.  Brown,  of 
Chambersburg, 


5,100 


127  5.0 

4,972  50 


300 


-5272  50 


Loan  at  5  per  cent  inter- 
est, for  new  buildings, 
Private  pay  pupils. 
Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  support  and 
tuition  of  indigent  pupils, 
State  of  New  Jersey,  do. 
Manufactured  goods,  sold. 


200 
2,337 


7,459 
402 
1,905 


1828 
Dec.  21. 


19,127  77 

By  balance  brought  down,  1,528  73 

E.  E.  Philadelphia,  Dec.  21,  1828. 

JOHN  BACON,  Treasurer. 
Examined  and  found  to  be  correct,  Philadelphia,  Dec. 
23,  1828. 
JOHN  VAUGHN,     .  .. 
:•     .  ALEX.  HENRY,  <- 

-V        "  Committee  of  Accounts. 

B. 

List  of  Pupils  supported  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, resident  in  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  on  the  21st  of  Dec.  1828. 


Names. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

o 

9 
10 

n 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


Joab  Capron 
Abigail  Kichai'ds 
Cyrus  Morse 
Anna  Baker 
Elizabeth  Horton 
Mary  J.  Histed 
Sally  A.  Histed 
Diana  C.  Whitten 
Nathan  Georg-e 
Wm.  Longacre 
Peter  Martin 
Arthur  Kellv,  Jr. 
Wm.  M'Chisk'ey 
Andrew  Carliu 
Paijiel  Nowlan 
Mary  D.  Zin.ser 
Thomas  S.  Robei  ts  do 
Henry  Stehmnn  Lancaster 
Eliza  Peilfer  Philadelphia 
Benjamin  Paulin  do 


TVTiere  from. 

Susquehanna  co. 
Bradford 
Susquehanna 
Berks  * 
AVayne  . 
Erie  ,'■  . 

do  :   .  f  . 

do  •  :  ' 

Lehigh  . 
Union  .■■  • 

York 
Luzerne 
Luzerne 
Philadelphia 
do 
do 


IVhen  admiited. 

1824,  Dec  15 
1825  Feb  29 

1824  Dec  15 

1825  May  25 
/.  Sept  26 

'  Oct  3 

.  .  ...  ,  ^  do 
do 

.  '         Oct  5 
Oct  8 
, .;     ,     Oct  24 
Oct  7 
Oct  7 
Mar  24 


1826 


April  11 
Oct  6 
Oct  6 
Oct  9 

.  Oct  9 
Oct  24 


AVashing'fon 
do 
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28  . 
41  ,  -.    X  • 
11 

-18,059  07 


23  Richard  May  Allegheny 

24  Addison  Smith  Adams 

25  Rebecca  Gough  Bedford 

26  Jane  M'Gowen  Allegheny 
Alexander  Kerr  Greene 
John  Landis  Westmoreland 
Edward  Gibson  Philadelphia 
Polly  Hicks  Bradford 
James  Falls 
Hannah  Kirk 
Stephen  D.  Connet  Pike 
Caleb  G.  Merritt,  Chester 
Mary  A.  Young  Philadelphia 
Martha  Jones  Chester 
Jesse  Wannemaker  Lehigh 
Daniel  Wannemaker  do 
William  P.  Gunkle  Philadelphia 

Pupils  supported  hy  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

40  Elizabeth  Marsh       Elizabethtown     1828  July  IS 

41  Nathaniel  Brittain     Monmouth  co.  Sept  26 

42  John  Vankirk  -Middlesex  -         Oct  7 

Pupils  supported  by  the  State  of  Maryland. 

43  Wm.  Workinger       Baltimore  1828  Sept  27 

44  Samuel  Adams  Somerset  co.  C>ct  28 
Pupils  supported  by  the  (nstitution  wholly  or  in  part. 

45  Matilda  Bollen       Washington  co       1827  Nov  15  . 

46  Nancy  Coulter       Washington  Oct  2 
Her  father  pays  towards  her  support  $50  per  annum. 

47  George  Cooper  Philadelphia  co.  1828  July  .24 
His  mother  contributes  towards  his  support  $70  per  ann 


27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 


35 
36 
37 
38 
39 


Nov  10 
Nov  20 
Dec  .22 
1827  Mar  9 
Aug  28 
Sept  23 
Sept  23 
Sept  27 
Oct  1 
Oct  2 
Oct  15 
June  12 
Sept  25 
Oct  13 
Oct  17 
1828  Oct  24 
Nov 
Nov 
Dec 


20 
20 
1 


48  Charles  Leech 

49  John  Detwiller 

50  Charles  Miller 

51  Christo  Vancourt 
53  Thomas  Wilson 

53  Maria  Deraker 

54  Margaret  Reilly 

55  Albert  Newsam, 


Philadelphia  CO.  1822  Nov  9 
Lancaster  1824  June  17 

York  June  17 

Cumberland  "  .July  1 
Erie  ■'•<"■•{.'  ^ 

Philadelphia  .  '    Dec  1 

Lancaster  "  -    May  28 

pupil  to  an  engraver  in  this  city, 
supported  by  the  institution. 

Pupils  supported  by  their  Friends. 


56  George W.  Steinrod 

57  Joseph  Saeger 

58  Nathaniel  H  .  Wilson 

59  Joseph  Hance 
Matilda  Sowers 
Susannah  Veazey      ,,  ' 
Christiana  Brookes  ' 
Henry  Snyder,  jr. 
Robert  Gaw,  jr.  . 
Catharine  McNutt    '  ' 
Sabilla  S.  French  ' 
Elizabeth  S.  Ogden 
Elizabeth  Wannemaiier. 


from  Virginia 

Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
New  Jersey 
Virginia 

;  Maryland 
,     New  Jersey 
Virginia- 
Virginia 

' '  -  Virginia 

New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


SUMMARY. 

Pennsylvania  state  pupils 

39 

New  Jersey  do 

o 

Maryland  do 

2 

Private  instruction  pupils 

11 

Paying  pupils 

13 

68 

PiTTSBUBC,   Jan.  7. 

The  TVeather.—We  have  had  a  few  days  of  cold  wea- 
ther. Our  rivers  are  closed — so  is  the  navigation.  We 
have  eight  Steamers  frozen  in,  now  lying  at  the  wharf. 
The  roads  are  in  a  fine  state — Wagoners  say  that  they 
were  never  better.  Goods  and  merchandise  from  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore,  are  acpumulAting'  rapidly  upon 
us — Open  on  the  9th.  • 
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Mr.  Powell's  Re:makks  in  the  Senate,  upon  the  follow- 
ing- resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 
"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads,  bridges, 
and  inland  navig-ation,  be  instructed  to  ijiquire-  into  the 
expedienc}'  of  reporting-  a  bill  giving- to  the  canaLcom- 
missioners,  authority  to  construct  the  rail  road. from  the 
stationary  eng-iue  near  Judge  Peters?-  farm,  'to  some 
point  on  the  Schu3'Ikill,  affording  a  complete  communi- 
cation with  the  ocean,'  and  following  the  western  side  of 
the  river,  but  leaving  to  the  community  the  option  of 
■crossing  at  the  said  point,  or  at  some  other  point  be- 
tween the  upper  bridge  and  JIarket  street,  by  means  of 
bridges  to  be  constructed  by  companies  to  be  duly  con- 
stituted by  law." 

I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  must  be  met,  in 
moving  a  resolution  directly  involving  the  interests  and 
prejudices  of  a  respectable  body  of  men.  And,  sir^  I 
am  not  unmindful  of  the  gi-ounds  of  accusation  which 
fretful  malice,  or  sordid  calumny  may  assume,  to  defeat 
me  in  the  path,  wherein  I  am  sustained  alike,  by  sense 
of  duty  to  my  constituents,  regard  for  consistency,  and 
■devotion  to  the  public  weal. 

I  am  interested,  I  have  said  so,  throughout.  But  no 
■man  will  attempt  to  prove,  that  by  interest,  I  have  ever 
4)een  made  to  swerve  from  my  duty,  or  to  clandestinely 
urge  any  private  or  political  end. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  was  I,  who  in  direct  op- 
position to  my  interest,  caused  the  amendment  to  be  in- 
troduced, making  itiraperative  upon  the  commissioners 
to  carry  the  rail  road  to  the  city,  thus  forcing  it  from  the 
district  wherein  my  property  lies.  I  then  voted,  as  I 
shall  .-again  vote,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  state — 
to  promote  the  objects  of  my  constituents,  requiring 
that  it  shall  not  stop  on  the  western  side  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, but  be  so  continued,  that  the  countiy  may  be 
served. 

Which  of  us  is  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in 
this  question?  My  excellent  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Inland  Navigation,  who  reported  the  bill 
in  the  other  House  which  I  caused  to  be  so  amended, 
is  a  director  of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  and  he  has  -a 
large  quantity  of  ground,  in  the  county,  which  would 
be  most  advantageously  affected  by  the  proposed  cir- 
cuitous route.  Yet  sir,  I  have  never  insinuated — no 
man  ought  to  insinuate  that  this  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  influenced  in  his  opinions,  or  directed  in  his 
movements,  by  any  sordid  or  selfish  view. 

How  many  of  us  are  elected  purposely  to  press  ap- 
propriations, avowedly  to  urge  public  measures  to  pro- 
mote sectional  objects,  wherein  as  representatives  of 
districts,  W6  must  be  directly  or  indirectly  concerned, 
it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line,  and  more  difficult  to  pur- 
sue it  without  conflict  in  practice,  in  political,  as  well  as 
in  prtvate  life^ 

He  whose  prospects  are  founded  on  political  advance- 
tnent— he  whose  vocation  is  politics — he  whose  piu-suits, 
whose  rewards,  whose  hopes,  and  whose  fears,  rest  on 
ihe  voice  of  his  constituents,  may  be  more  sordid  in  press- 
ing a  definite  object,,  to  satisfy  the  cravings,  or  appease 
the  jealousies  of  a  few  leading  men,  than  he  who  should 
directly,  but  indiscreetly,  vote  for  the  improvement  of 
his  property,  much  less  important  to  his  happiness,  and 
ulterior  objects,  than  .the  plans  of  a  demagogue,  coiu-t- 
ing  popularity  by  extraordinary  means.  1  shall  give  no 
,  tuck  vote. 

Thus  much  for  taunts  on  the  grounds  of  interest,  by 
which  any  honest  and  fearless  legislator  may  be  assailed 
from  those,  who  knowing  well,  that  where  there  is  dan- 
ger of  being  overwhelmed  by  detection,  safety  may  be 
found  in  the  storms  of  passion,  excited  by  gross  insinua- 
tion, harsh  invective,  or  slanderous  abuse. 

I  appeal  to  you  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  weal, 
as  the  representatives  of  this  commonwealth,  engaged 
in  a  stupendous  work  destined  to  carry  the  products  of 
this  great  state  to  a  maritime  party  not  to  a  territorial 


point  possessing  no  advantages  but  the  protection  of  a 
corporation;  to  a  point  reached  neither  by  the  population 
of  the  city  nor  by  its  trade. 

The  canal  commissioners  have  not  decided  to  take  the 
rail  road  over  the  Schuylkill  opposite  to  Belmont  iarra, 
but  they  have  wisely  resolved  to  put  under  contract  the 
road  formation  of  the  line  only  from  that  point  westward 
— leaving  to  the  legislature  to  determine  whether  the 
interests  of  the  commonwealth — the  objects  of  the  far- 
mers— the  purposes  of  the  tradei-s,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
friends  of  internal  improvements,  will  be  best  met,  by 
giving  direct  means  of  communication  with  the  ocean, 
through  a  navigable  river,  by  affording  landing  places- 
on  the  western  side  of  the  town  where  property  is 
cheap,  or  by  cai-rying  the  produce  to  a  greater  distance 
to  a  point  in  its  centre,  where  ground  is  much  more- 
dear;  thus  running  from  a  navigable  river,  at  the  time 
we  are  expending  millions  for  the  sake  of  a  navigable 
canal. 

It  is  so  evident  that  competition  among  purchasers  on 
the  seaboard,  warehouse  holders,  and  the  proprietors  of 
wharves,  promotes  the  interests  of  the  farmers,  and  inha- 
bitants of  the  interior,  however  it  may  detract  ftom  the 
profits  of  the  few,  that  it  would  be  futile  to  enlarge  up- 
on this  point. 

.  The-canal  commissioners  at  their  last  session,  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  investigate  various  routes,  which  had 
been  suggested;  after  mature  deliberation  they  reported, 
to  the  board,  among  other  things: 

"It  is  not  conceived  that  the  termination  of  the  rail 
road,  at  one  territorial  point,  unconnected  by  a  branch 
or  branches  reaching  navigation,  (and  the  larger  front 
the  better,)  can  accommodate  the  road.  The  committee 
conceive  that  a  branch  from  the  lower  level  at  Belmont 
down  to  tide  water  opposite,  (i.  e.  to  the  city)  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  accommodate  the  trade  which 
may  be  expected  to  pass  over  the  line. 

"The  committee  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
confirmation  of  the  line  to  Broad  street  by  a  bridge  over 
the  Schuylkill,  but  they  do  not  apprehend  they  can 
commit  an  error  in  estimating  the  branch  do-wn  the 
Schuylkill  from  Belmont,  as  entitled  to  the  earliest  con- 
sideration'^'— Making  thus  this  route  the  one  which  re- 
quires attention  before  all  others. 

Well  might  they  condemn  the  termination  at  "  one 
territorial  point,"  anticipating  as  they  do,  that  this  rail 
road  will  conduct  to  market,  quite  as  much  produce  as 
the  Union  Canal,  and  no  doubt  believing  that  it  is  not  less 
important  to  the  interests  of  Chester,  Delaware,  Lancas- 
ter, and  all  the  western  counties;  however  powerful  the 
means  which  have  been  found  to  frustrate  the  wishes,  or 
to  render  abortive  the  efforts  of  those  who  think  that  all 
portions  of  the  state  ought  to  be  consulted,  in  matters 
wherein  all  are  alike  concerned. 

The  commissioners  were  told  that  if  the  rail  road 
crossed  the  Schuylkill  between  the  Fair-mount  dam 
and  the  permanent  bridge,  that  the  improvements  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  river  as  well  as  the  regulation 
of  the  streets  near  to  its  margin,  would  make  such  loca- 
tion ineligible,  if  not  impracticable  and  absurd. 

The  statement  of  the  city  regulator,  Samuel  Hains, 
the  formal  opinion  of  William  Strickland — and  the  let- 
ter of  Canvass  White,  both  accomplished  engineers, 
prove  that  they  were  led  into  error,  and  it  may  be  sliown. 
hereafter,  that  this  misapprehension  misled  the  commis- 
sioners in  their  report,  notwithstanding  the  integi-ity  and 
zeal  with  which  it  is  believed  they  and  their  engineer 
performed  their  arduous  tasks. 

They  have  not  said  where  the  bridge  shall  be  located. 
It  is  well  known  to  all  persons,  who  are  intimate  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  that  the 
terms  "confirmation"  and  "location,"  are  mere  words 
of  form  not  obligatory  upon  them — intended  but  as  de- 
claratory of  their  view  at  the  time,  subject  to  their  future 
decision,  and  open,  not  only  to  the  direction  of  the  le- 
gislature, but  to  the  objections  and  cavils  of  all  persons 
wha shall  be  concerned.  . 
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They  state  in  their  report,  "  it  is  believed  that  a  line  of 
railway  leading-  to  a  larg-e  city,  cannot  exert  its  full  ca- 
pability, witlioiit  tlie  constiuction  of  branch  lines  near 
its  point  of  termination,  by  means  of  which  the  trade 
m'ly  be  conveniently  diffused.  It  would  be  difficult 
forihe  board  to  fix  the  localities  of  such  branch  lines,  as 
they  must  occupy,  in  some  degree,  the  streets  of  tlie 
city,  and  otlierwise  interfere  with  its  internal  regula- 
tions." 

They  close  their  remarks  with  a  strong  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Schuylkill  route. 

"  While  considering  this  subject,  they  have  been 
struck  with  the  importance,  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  of  a  line  from  the  stationary  engine  near  Judge 
Petei-s'  to  some  point  on  the  Schuylkill,  atlbrding  a 
complete  communication  with  the  ocean.  As  such  a 
line  must  follow  the  west  side  of  the  river,  the  difficulty 
before  suggested  would  not  be  felt;  and  but  for  want  of 
uutliority  under  the  existing  law,  the  tioard  ivovld  he  pre- 
pared to  direct  its  construction. 

Language  more  emphatic  than  this,  could  scarcely  be 
found  to  manifest  their  opinion  of  the  advantages  of  the 
Schuylkill  route. 

Whilst  they  now  refuse  to  carry  the  line  over  the 
Schuylkill  at  Judge  Peters'  farm,  which  they  have  au- 
thority under  the  existing  law  to  do;  they  assert,  that 
they  would  cause  a  line  from  the  stationary  engine  at 
Judge  Peters',  to  be  constructed  along  the  western  side 
of  the  Schuylkill,  affording  complete  communication 
with  the  ocean,  if  they  had  authority  so  to  do. 

The  engineer  of  the  state  has  recommended  this  line 
along  the  western  side,  in  his  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  claims  of 
various  routes,  urge  that  this  line  down  to  tide 
water  opposite  to  the  city,  "  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary," and  that  it  requires  attention  before  all  others, 
The  commissioners,  representing  all  sections  of  the 
state,  declare  to  the  Legislature  that  they  would  make 
it,  if  they  had  authority.  "VVill  you  then,  deny  to  them 
the  authority  to  peiform  that  which  your  interests  re- 
quire— that  which  they  are  appointed  to  investigate — 
that  which  they  in  all  other  instances  arc  allowed  to  per- 
form, to  make  a  rail  road  of  2  ^  miles— to  terminate  s 
chain  of  improvements,  which  must  cost  millions,  in 
such  manner  as  siiall  be  found  the  best. 

They  are  not  prepared  to  encounter  the  difficulty  at- 
tending the  entrance  at  the  "teri  itorial  point,"'  although 
they  are  prepared  in  order  to  possess  "  a  larger  front," 
and  to  obtain  "complete  communication  with  the  ocean, 
to  direct  the  construction  of  the  road  opposite  to  the 
city,  instead  of  crossing  the  river  two  miles  above,  wind- 
ing along  the  northern  section  of  the  town,  leaving  the 
wharves  on  its  western  front,  and  paved  streets,  atlbrd- 
ing access  as  well  to  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  to  Dela- 
ware, as  to  the  scene  of  business  cn  every  side. 

Let  the  Northern  Liberties  have  a  share — let  the 
people  of  Southwark  participate  in  the  trade,  but  oblige 
not  the  inliabliants  of  the  interior  to  seek  new  custo- 
mers at  Kensington — compel  them  not  to  deposit  their 
mounds  of  coal — masses  of  lumber  and  timber — vast 
collections  of  flour,  grain,  whiskey,  iron,  and  manufac- 
tured conuiiodities  intended  for  export  or  home  trade, 
where  speculators  will  require  remuneration  for  land 
measured  by  the  inch,  witliout  intrinsic  or  positive  ad- 
vantages, except  those  derived  from  the  caprice  of  fash- 
ionable resort. 

Let  not  trade  be  forced  from  its  natural  channel — ^let 
not  traders  be  driven  into  new  connexions — let  not  the 
inhabitants  and  their  produce  from  the  interior  be  forced 
to  a  "territorial  point,"  by  a  supposed  defect  in  the  law 
which  the  commissioners  cannot  overcome. 

Will  not  the  legislature,  dlsreg:sidlng  sectional  inter- 
est, passing  by  personal  jealousies,  contemning  indivi 
dual  Interference,  aiTiend  any  imaginary  or  real  defect, 
involving  the  Interests  of  the  commonwealth  which  their 
wisdom  directs  them  to  protect. 

If  it  should  be  urged  that  the  rail  road  can  be  con- 


ducted through  the  centre  of  Broad  street  to  South- 
wark, let  it  be  remembered  that  such  road  must  pass 
fourteen  sireets,  and  in  the  course  of  time  not  fewer  al- 
leys, before  it  can  reach  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
town  To  surh  evils  the  commisbsioners  have  already 
called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  therefore 
stop  the  nominal  location  of  the  road  at  the  "  territorial 
point." 

Can  it  be  believed  that  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
who  possess  property  valued  as  sites  for  costly  and  large 
houses,  in  what  are  termed  the  fashionable  parts  of  the 
town,  where  land  is  sold  at  the  rate  of  J60  or  70,000  per 
acre,  will  consent  to  the  Interruption  of  their  objcctSj 
and  the  means  of  their  intercourse,  by  vast  trains  of 
cats  carrying  produce  fjom  the  country  to  Southwark, 
delaying  at  the  Intersection  of  the  streets  every  thing 
moving  either  up  or  down. 

Can  It  be  believed  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try will  be  satisfied  with  a  route  which  shall  expose  their 
trains  of  cars  to  be  stopped  at  every  street,  by  the  in- 
numerable dra)'s,  wagons,  pleasure  carriages,  and  other 
matters,  whicli  in  the  distance  from  Vme  street,  to 
Southwark,  might  interrupt  them  in  passing  fourteen 
times,  without  any  consequent  ^ood,  or  possible  advan- 
tage to  themselves. 

Such  rail  road  would  be  at  the  control  of  the  city  au- 
thoritie';,  and  at  any  annua!  change  of  the  council  cham- 
bers, t,he  rail  road  and  all  its  contingencies  might  be 
destroyed  by  tlie  interest  of  the  citizens  developed  too 
late. 

Certificates  attached  to  the  draft  exhibited  in  the 
committee  room  when  the  resolution  was  offered. 

"I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  ground  upon  which 
the  red  lines  represent  proposed  branches  for  termina- 
ting the  Columbia  rail  road,  at  and  opposite  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  crossing  of  the 
Schuylkill  at  the  points  C  and  D  (that  is,  below  Fair 
Mount  dam,  w  ill  be  the  most  e  ligible  sclte  of  communi- 
cation with  the  tide  water  of  the  city  front,  and  that  the 
location  of  these  branches  on  the  eastern  and  western 
sides  of  the  river  will  be  best  suited  to  the  purposes 
of  transit  and  trade,  being  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
wharves  and  landing  places  where  at  all  times  coasting 
vessels  may  discharge  and  take  in  cargoes  from,  and  to 
all  parts  of  our  extensive  coast.  These  lines  should  ex- 
tend to  the  tide  waters  of  the  Delaware  through  the 
Northern  liberties  and  Southwark,  so  as  to  form  a  girdle 
of  communicatloi  round  the  city." 

William  Strickland,  Engineer. 
"  Having  been  called  on  by  a  representative  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  to  give  facts  in  connexion  w  ith  the 
regulation  of  the  streets,  and  a  survey  of  the  shores  of 
the  Schuylkill,  made  by  me  by  the  direction  of  the 
watering  committee. 

I  state,  this  plan  of  the  city  is  correct.  The  draught 
designates  by  the  line  A  to  B — the  route  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Schuylkill  to  a  point  below  the  permanent 
bridge  for  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail-road,  of 
which  the  canal  commissioners  say  in  their  report, 
"They  would  be  prepared  to  direct  the  construction  if 
they  had  authority  under  the  existing  law,"  as,  "  afford- 
ing a  complete  communication  with  the  ocean." 

A  branch  from  this  hne  can  be  conducted  over  a 
bridge  at  C  &  D  near  the  present  upper  bridge,  where 
the  river  is  about  400  feet  wide,  its  bottom  and  shores 
being  rocky  and  firm,  and  at  such  elevation  as  to  con- 
duct it  to  E.;  thence  along  the  line  V,  passing  near 
the  eastern  shore  of  this  river,  affording  means  of  direct 
intercourse  throughout  the  western  front  of  the  city, 
Southwark,  and  part  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  and  giv- 
ing communication  with  the  ocean  by  means  of  brigs, 
and  other  sea  vessels  which  ascend  the  Schuylkill. 

"  This  line  by  its  proximity  to  the  river  would  most 
conveniently  give  venders  of  produce  and  manufactured 
commodities  from  the  country  the  option  of  passing 
down  the  paved  streets  to  the  centre  of  the  population, 
or  by  rail  roads  through  Southwark  and  the  Northern 
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Liberties  to  the  I'ivcv  Delaware  as  by  G  to  H  on  the 
north,  and  F  K  on  the  south. 

"  The  reg'iilation  of  the  streets  can  easily  be  made  to 
suit  the  ascent  or  descent  of  the  road." 

The  ground  on  the  western  shore,  opposite  the  city 
would  enable  the  rail  road  to  pass  nearly  on  a  level  over 
hard  gravel  without  interfering  with  any  improvements. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  the  line  designated 
would  not  interfere  with  improvements. 

Samukl  Hains,  City  Surveyor. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  1st,  1828. 

"Decemher  17;  1828. 
"  I  have  taken  into  consideration  tlie  project  of 
building-  a  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  river  in  a  line 
with  Arch  street,  Philadelphia.    The  data  you  give  is 
not  sufficient  for  an  accurate  estimate;  but  a  bridge 
can  be  built  on  the  following  dimensions  per  J63,500 — 
calculating  for  three  piers  and  two  abutments,  one  to 
stand  in  the  centre  of  the  river,  and  one  on  each  shore, 
the  abutments  to  be  placed  on  the  brow  of  the  bank  or 
at  the  points  to  which  each  end  of  the  bridge  will  ter- 
minate without  allowing  much  to  be  filled. in  against 
the  abutments.    The  piers  and  abutments  to  be  stone 
laid  in  cement.    The  top  of  the  piers  to  be  four  feet 
above  low  water,  and  to  be  200  feet  from  centre  to  cen- 
tre, the  abutments  on  the  city  shore  to  be  175  feet  from 
the  centre  of  the  pier,  the  opposite  one  to  be  125  feet, 
making*  700  feet  of  superstructure.    The  bridge  to  be 
divided  into  parts  of  twenty  feet  each,  one  for  a  com- 
mon road  way  and  the  other  for  a  rail  road,  the  whole 
to  be  roofed  and  weather  boarded.  *  *  *  The  object  of 
extending  the  superstructure  to  each  bank  is  to  avoid 
the  expense  of  filling  in  the  abutments,  and  to  give  a 
free  passage  along  both  shores.    I  presume  the  length 
calculated  will  be  sufficient,  if  not  a  little  more  will  not 
add  much  to  the  cost;  and  from  what  I  know  of  the  lo- 
cation I  think  the  estimate  sufficiently  large."  *  * 

Canvas  White. 

Extrud  of  a  letter  from  William  SiricMand,  Esq.  Engi- 
neer, doted  Bee.  12,  1828. 

"  I  will  now  brief])  sUitc  to  you  iny  views  of  this  mat- 
ter— the  commencement  and  termination  of  a  great 
public  line  ot  rail  road,  such  as  the  one  under  conside- 
ration surely  is,  should  not  stop  short  at  any  p;U'tic\ilar 
point  or  street  of  the  city;  nor  should  the  line  branch 
through  streets  at  all,  for  reasons  which  may  become 
obvious  to  you  when  you  reflect  upon  crossing  places 
lit  every  street,  lane,  or  alle}',  of  a  populous  city. 

"The  ]iroper  points  of  commencement  or  termina- 
tion should  be  at  the  wharves  of  the  Schuylkill  and  De- 
laware rivers,  and  where  the  products  of  merchandize 
from  the  country  can  be  landed,  and  transhi]iped  from 
and  into  vessels  or  wagons  upon  the  borders  of  tide  wa- 
ters, and  where  in  all  commercial  cities  similar  situations 
are  the  scites  of  storehouses,  landing-places,  and  de- 
pots, &.C.  See." 


TSTAVIGATION  AND  ADVANTAGKS  OF  THE 
SCHUYLKILL  FOR  FOREIGN  TRADE. 
From  a  Pamphlet  lately  printed  with  this  title. 
The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  recommend  to 
the  Legislature  the  adoption  of  a  route  along  the  shore 
of  the  Schuylkill,  as  "  affording  a  complete  communi- 
cation with  the  ocean." 

The  river  Schuylkill  is  navigated  by  brigs  employed 
in  European  commerce,  carrying  300  tons  of  coal,  as 
well  as  by  smaller  vessels. 


*  The  length  of  the  permanent  biidge  from  abut- 
ment to  abutment  is  354  feet  6  inches — that  of  the  up- 
per ferry  353  feet  4  inches,  by  the  measurement  of  a 
person  who  states  the  facts.  By  Samuel  Hains'  note  on 
the  draught,  the  end  of  the  upper  bridge,  where  it 
touches  the  abutment  is  twenty-two  feet  from  the  wa- 
ter.   It  has  never  been  reached  by  floods  or  ice. 


Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  sea  vessels  have,  since 
the  first  of  April  last,  been  loaded  in  tli  is  river,  for  va- 
rious ports  in  the  eastern  and  southern  slates. 

John  Brandt  "  deposes  and  says,  that  he  is  about 
thirty. five  years  of  age^that  he  has  lived  since  his  birth, 
with  the  exception  of  about  two  years,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Schuylkill— that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
trade  of  that  river,  and  is  sure,  as  well  from  his  own  ex- 
perience and  observation,  as  from  the  declarations  of 
masters  of  vessels  navigating  the  same,  that  it  is  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  convenient  river  for  vessels  carrying  not 
more  than  400  tons — that  vessels  having  the  wind  in 
their  favour  may,  and  do,  without  risk  or  difficulty,  . 
come  from  the  Delaware  to  the  permanent  bridge  in 
from  one  to  two  hours,  and  that  under  any,  unless  the 
most  adverse,  circumstances  the  passage  is  efi'ected  in 
from  three  to  six  hours,  and  far  oflener  in  three  than 
six." 

"  The  deponent  further  declares,  that  he  this  day 
measured  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  that  he  found  the  same  to  be  fif- 
teen feet  in  the  most  shallow  part  that  could  be  found, 
and  that  immediately  inside  the  bar,  the  depth  was  five 
fathoms,  or  thirty  feet,  and  that  the  tide  this  day  was 
but  a  fair  and  oidinary  one.  The  deponent  further 
says,  that  he  never  heard  of  a  vessel  being  lost  in  the 
Schuylkill,  and  that  he  considers  this  river  a  far  safer 
harbour  than  the  Delaware.  The  deponent  further  de- 
clares, that  the  bar  near  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill, 
which  is  the  only  impediment,  has  been  for  years,  and 
continues  to  be,  gradually  decreasing." 

Emly  Sharp  "  deposes  and  says,  that  he  is  master  of  the 
sloop  Caroline,  and  that  he  came  round  from  the  Dela- 
ware river  to  the  permanent  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill, 
this  day,  at  nearly  low  water — that  his  vessel  draws 
seven  feet,  and  that  he  came  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Schuylkill  to  the  wharf  at  the  permanent  bridge  in  fifty- 
eight  minutes — that  he  has  frequently  come  up  with 
the  wind  a-head  in  three  hours,  and  that  the  usual  pas- 
sage, with  a  favourable  wind,  is  from  one  to  two  hours. 

"  He  further  says,  that  he  considers  the  Schuj  lkill  a 
perfectly  safe  river,  aftording  an  easy  and  convenient 
navigation,  having  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  j'ears  been 
in  the  habit  of  trading  up  this  river." 

Thomas  Hewitt,  Jr.  sworn  before  Bela  Badger,  Al- 
derman, says,  "that  he  has  tran.'^acted  business  on  the 
river  Schuylkill  for  two  years — that  he  has  "  during  that 
time  seen  vessels  of  from  200  to  250  tons  burthen,  com- 
ing to  and  going  from  the  wharves,  and  that  300  tons 
of  coal  have  been  .shipped  in  one  vessel  which  departed 
without  difficulty — and  that  store  rents  on  the  Schuyl- 
kill are  not  more  than  half  what  they  are  on  the  Dela- 
ware." 

Stephen  Baker,  being  engaged  in  the  Schuylkill 
tr.ade,  with  the  northern  states,  also  swoin  before  Uela 
Badger,  sayS,  that  he  "  employed  Captain  Powers,  of 
the  brig  Volant,  to  sound  the  SchuylfclU  bar,  which  he 
did  carefully,  and  reported  that  there  was  at  low  tide  8 
feet,  and  at  high  tide  14  feet  of  water — that  his  house 
shipped,  in  1827,  between  80  and  90  cargoes,  and  that 
vessels  drawing  above  twelve  feet  water  pass  the  bar, 
and  meet  with  no  obstruction  either  there  or  in  the 
river." 

Gideon  Scull,  engaged  in  the  trade  on  the  Schuylkill, 
affirmed  before  A.  Peltit,  Alderman,  says,  that  lie  has 
"  shipped  large  quantities  of  coal  cn  board  of  vessels 
drawing  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  water,  and  never 
found  any  difficult}'  in  their  ascending  or  descending 
said  river;"  That  he  believes  "that all  vessels  not  draw- 
ing more  than  thirteen  feet  of  water,  can  with  ease  and 
safety  enter  and  proceed  up  to  the  permanent  bridge — 
that  the  rate  of  store  rent  on  the  Schuylkill  is  not  more 
than  half  that  charged  on  the  Delaware." 

Timothy  Caldwell,  sworn  before  Bela  Badger,  Alder- 
man, says,  that  "  the  New  York  and  Schuylkill  Coal 
Company  have  constantly  running  from  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, at  the  Schuylkill,  to  New  York,  three  vessels 
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caiTving-  from  200  to  250  tons  of  coal  each  trip.  The 
bri£C  F^lme,  when  loaded,  carries  generally  above  250 
tonV  these  vessels  come  up  the  Schuylkill  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  discharge  their  cargoes  at  the  wharves. 
The  brig  Fame  drew,  when  fully  loaded,  12  to  12i  feet 
of  water,  and  always  passed  the  bar  without  touching. 

Gideon  Scull  states,  that  "coal,  iron,  castings,  nails, 
&c.  are  dehvered  from  the  river  Schuylkill  to  any  part 
of  the  City,  Northern  Liberties,  and  Southwark,  at  40 
cents  per  ton— flour  at  4  cents  per  barrel— whiskey  at 
■6  cents  per  barrel,  or  40  cents  per  hhd.— corn,  as  well 
as  all  other  kinds  of  grain,  at  U  cents  per  bushel- 
other  articles  not  emimerated,  at  the  rate  ot  40  cents 
,per  ton." 

Trade  of  the  Schuylkill  m  1 828 . 
J.  R.  and  J.  M.  Bolton  state  that  they  have  t-eceived, 
from  April,  1828,  to  December,  1828,  5360|  tons  of 
coal  at  their  wharf  on  the  Schuylkill,  of  which  1898 
tons  have  been  shipped  in  brigs,  schooners,  and  sloops, 
to  New  York,  Salem,  Providence,  MassachusettSj  and 
New  Brunswick. 

They  have  received,  also,  at  the  same  wharf, — 
26316  barrels  of  flour, 
1811  barrels  of  whiskey, 
633  hhs.  of  whiskey, 
17'468  kegs  of  nails, 
1170  tons  of  sundries, 
4hatis,  wheat,  corn,  iron,  butter,  flaxseed,  &c.  &c. 

They  have  sent  into  the  country  from  the  same  place, 
of  plaster,  fish,  salt,  and  merchandize,  5670  tons,_8  cwt, 
2  qrs.  being  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  over  their  busi- 
jiess  of  182r. 

Wain  and  Morris  state  that  the  following  vessels,  con- 
signed to  them,  went  into  the  river  Schuylkill,  landed 
Sheir  cargoes  on  thatpart  of  the  city,  took  other  cargoes 
on  board  at  the  same,  and  sailed  for  foreign  ports,  viz.— 
May  15.  Schr.  Post  Boy,  162  tons.  Capt.  Dodge. 


iJuly  30.  Brig  Freighter,  280 
Aug.  22.  Brig  Two  Sons,  220 
30.  Brig  John  Harris,  313 
.Sept  18.  Brig  Clothier,  190 
19.  Brig  Mary  Jane,  203 
Oct.  7.  Schr.  Post  Boy,  162 


Capt.  E,  Saule. 
Capt.  J.  Stevens 
Capt.  G.  Dennison. 
Capt.  J.  Davis. 
Capt.  J.  Thomas. 
Capt.  Dodge. 


is  on  Spruce  street 
that  he  has  received 


J.  Harman,  Jr.,  whose  store 
whaif  on  the  Schuylkill,  states, 
from  the  5th  of  July  to  the  23d  of  December, 
By  the  Brig  Arthur  Danald,       446  bbls.  mackeral. 
,,    Schrs.  Volga  and  Henry,  778  do  do. 

291  half  bbls.  do. 
.all  of  which  were  sent  up  the  Schuylkill  Canal, 
He  has  received  of  flour    122  barrels. 


Whiskey 
Butter  ... 
Laid 

Soap  and  Tallow 
Nuts 
Lumber 
Pig  Iron 
Coal 


24  hhds  ■  - 

.     205  bbls.  kegs,  &  tubs. 
40  kegs. 
10  barrels. 
11t7  bushels.  ■  • 
124746  feet  - 
20  tons. 
3489  tons. 

1576  tons  of  coal  were  shipped  by  sea  vessels,  brigs, 
schrs.  Sic.  to  N.  York,  Boston,  Wilmington,  Si.c. 

Isanc  Stoddart  States  that  from  the  Slst  of  March  to 
the  18th  of  December,  he  has  received  at  the  North 
America  Coal  Company's  wharf,  on  the  Schuylkill, 
11825  tons  of  coal — of  which 
8054  tOns  have  been  shipped  in  sea  vessels^- 
the  residue  sold  to  citizens  of  Pliiladelphia. 

J.  W.  Wynkoop  states  that  he  has  received  since 
March  last,  at  his  store  on  the  Schuylkill,  1910  tons  of 
coal — of  which  508  tons  were  shipped  to  New  York. 

John  Shippen  and  Co.  state  that  ihey  have  received 
since  March,  4978  tons  of  coal,  lime,  and  limestone,  of 
which  1878  tons  were  shipped  to  New  York  and  New 
Jersey.  . '  ; 


Daniel  Wentz  and  Co.  state  that  :ihey  have  received 
from  the  4th  of  March  to  the  23d  of  December, 
8445  barrels  of  flour, 


289  bushels  of  clover  seed 
15  bbls.  of  potash, 
50  bbls.  soap, 
12  bbls.  of  beeswax, 
40  bbls.  of  dried  peaches, 
15  tons  of  leather.  &c. 
1635  tons  of  coal, 
51312  staves, 
740000  feet  of  lumber, 

327  tons  of  pig  metal, 
2563  bushels  of  wheat, 
189  bushels  of  rye. 


17  tons,  15  cwt.  of 
lard,  butter,  Sec. 
3900O  shingles, 

119  bbls.  of  flaxseed 
and  clover  seedj. 
7034  hoop  poles. 


342  lihds  of  whiskey, 
482  bbls.  of  do. 
147  bbls.  of  tallow,  . 
136  bushels  of  oats, 
1262  bushels  of  corn, 
158  bbls.  of  flaxseed, 
10  hhds,  of  hnseed  oil, 
60  bbls.  of  do. 
60  bbls.  of  butter, 
905  kegs  of  do-. 
110  tons  of  bar  iron. 
160  tons  of  castings. 

That  they  have  sent  into  the  country  fl'om'the  same 
place, 

3792  barrels  of  fish, 
7613  bu.shelsof  salt, 
1001  tons  of  plastei*, 
2081  tons  of  merchandize. 
James  Donley  states  that  there  have  been  sent  froui' 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal  Boat  Company's  wharf,  on  the 
Schuylkill,  by  way  of  the  Union  Canal,  from  the  17th  of 
March  to  the  17th  of  November  last,  3061  tons,  17  cwt. 
of  merchandise,  and  that  between  the  same  periods 
there  have  been  received  through  said  canal  the  follow- 
ing articles— 

8735  barrels  of  flour, 
41145  bushels  of  wheat, 
499823  feet  of  lumber, 

181  tons,  l7  cwt.  of  iron, 
253  tons  of  coal, 
9  hhds.  whiskey, 

251  bbls- whiskey,  cider,  &.c.  35953  staves. 
Robert  Flemriiing  certifies  that  the  amount  of  coal  re- 
ceived by  him  from  Mount  Carbon  since  the  1st  of 
March;  is  2^00  tons — of  which  2200  tons  have  been 
shipped  to  New  York  and  Albany. 

Morris  and  Johnson  state  tliat  they  have  received 
from  Mount  Carbon  during  the  last  season,  4470-  tons-' 
of  coal,  of  which  ihey  have  shipped  1217  tons. 

Benjamin  E.  Valentine,  the  former  agent  of  the  Nev/ 
York  and  Schuylkill  Coal  Company,  states  tliat  up  to' 
the  1st  of  July  last,  about  500  tons  of  coal  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Mount  Carbon,  and  the  present  agent  says- 
that  since  that  period  about  2000  tons  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  that  about  2200  tons  altogether  have  beert' 
shipped. 

Joseph  Haines  states  that  he  has  received  about  2200 
tons  of  coal  during  the  last  season,  of  which  about  2000 
tons  have  been  shipped  to  Boston. 

WEATHER. — 16th.  For  several  days  duriilg  the 
present  week,  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  was  in- 
terrupted by  floating  ice;  and  the  Schu3']kill  was  com- 
pletely frozen  across,  and  hundreds  of  persons  skaiting 
upon  it.  But  the  heavy  rain  on  the  14th,  and  the  pre- 
sent mild  weather  will  soon  destroy  the  ice — of  which 
there  is  still  a  considerable  cjuantity  floating  in  the  Del. 

4  wagon  loads  of  Oysters  in  the  shell  lately  arrived  at 
Pittsburg  from  Baltimore.  They  sold  at  25  cts.  per  doz. 
1  wagon  with  5  horses  brought  68  bushs.   Valued  $170. 

Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  William  F.  Ged 
des,  No.  59  Locust  street,  Philadelphia;  where,  and  at 
the  Editor's  residence,  in  North  12th  st-  3d  door  south 
of  Cherry  St.  subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  received. 
-Price  five  dollars  per  annum  payable  in  six  months  after 
the  commencement  of  publication — and  annually,  there- 
after, by  subscribers  resident  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
there  is  an  agent.  Other  subscribers  pay  in  advance 


THE 

REOISTEli  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


BETOTEU  TO.  THE  PSESEHTATIOJT  OP  ETXRT  KIITII  Or  USEFCTi  INFOBKATIOS'  KESPXCTISB  THE  STATE. 

EDITED  BY  SAj>IUEI,  HAZARD. 


VOL.  Ill.-^O.  4.       PHILADELPHIA,  JAN.  24,  1S29. 


NO.  56. 


AURORA  BOREALIS. 

AVe  comply  with  the  request  of  a  subscriber  in  pub 
iishin^  the  following'  article — which  g-ires  a  more  de- 
tailed account  than Wc  have  seen,  of  those  remart&ble 
Ijg-hts  which  were  witnessed  in  this  city  in  182rand 
1828.  - 

Mn.  Editoh — 

The  frequent  appearance  of  these  lig-hts  during'  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  1827,  so  unusual  in  our  latitude, 
is  probabi}'  within  your  recollection.  Those  which  were 
seen  in  August  of  that  yeai-,  exceeded  in  splendour  any 
'^thingof  the  kind  witnessed  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  observer.  They  were  slightly  noticed  in  our  pa- 
pers at  the  time;  but  not  with  that  attention  which  the 
extraordinary  character  of  the  occurrence  seemed  to 
demand.  The  account  Avhich  I  enclose  you,  is  taken 
from  a  New  York  paper,  and  isfi-om  the  pen  of  a  gen- 
tleman, distinguished  for  the  accuracy  of  his  observation, 
and  tlie  fidelity  of  his  description;  ani  is  much  more 
minute  and  precise,  than  any  other  I  have  met  with.  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  it  preserved  in  something  less 
fugitive  than  the  pages  of  a  daily  journal,  and  although 
it  may  not  fall  exactly  within  the  plan  of  your  work,  I 
should  be  much  obliged  by  its  insertion.  These  phe- 
nomena have  alwaj-s  been  viewed  with  interest  by  men 
of  science,  and  theircauses  hav€  furnished  much  matter, 
-of  speculation  to  the  learned;  and  the  northern  naviga- 
tors and  travellers  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  British 
government,  have  I  believe  been  directed  to  notice  and 
report  upon  them  particularly.  It  would  not  be  inap- 
propriate to  your  meteorological  columns;  and/I  think,/ 
would  be  interesting  to  many  of  your  readers.     "■  •  _ 

■■-i^'";  j'  A  S-CHSCHIBERi  v'-/ i 

Janumy  12,  1829.       ^^/j^T;'- 1       '  . 

[From  the  N;  Y.  COmmercral  A<i^&rtiser-;J:-- 

AURORA  BOREAJLIS.  'xX^'' .  ■ 

The  Aurora  Borealis,  or  Northern  Light,  -which  is 
yerj'  common  in  high  latitudes,  and  rare  in  latitude  forty- 
one,  was  seen  from  the  city  of  New  York,  and  many 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  in  great  splendour,  on 
the  niglits  of  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  27th  and  28th 
of  August.  For  the  gratification  of  those  who  did  not. 
see  it  on  either  night,  or  the  bright  arch  which  passed 
over  the  city  on  Tuesday  night,  and  for  the  information 
of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  speculate  upon  the 
causes  of  these  interesting  phenomena,  I  propose  to  de- 
scribe their  appearance,  and  to  give  a  brief  account  of 
the  weather  immediately  before  and  after.  On  Saturday 
the  25th  of  Aug'ust,  the  wind  was  North  Easterly,  the 
sky  cloudy,  and  the  air  cool,  and  there  were  strong  in- 
dications of  an  approaching  North  East  storm.  Early 
on  Sunday  morning  it  commenced  raining,  and  rained 
very  heavily  on  Sunday  and  Jlonday.  The  wind  was 
fi-esh  on  Sunday,  but  could  scarcely  be  called  a  gale. 
In  the  afternoon  of  Monday  the  wind  backed  round  to 
the  West  of  North,  and  it  cleared  off.  Early  in  the 
evening,  thick  clouds,  the  remnants  of  the  materials  of 
the  storm,  were  seen  floating  in  the  West,  from  North 
to  South,  a  few  degrees  above  the  horizon.  The  moon 
■went  down,  at  eighteen  minutes  past  nine  o'clock,  and  a 
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i  few  minutes  after,  tiie  «ky  in  the  north  appeared  veiy- 
I  brig-ht,  as  if  illumined  by  a  distant  fire.    I  immediately' 
went  to  the  third  story  window  of  a  very  elevated  build- 
ing on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  and  from  a  window 
saw  a  very  extraordinarj'  light  in  the  north.    To  obtain 
if  possible  a  still  better  view  of  .it,  1  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  the  roof  of  the  houses  an  elev.ation  of  about 
ninety  feet  above  the  street,  which  enabled  me  to  over- 
look the  whole  city,  and  afforded  a  cleai-  view  of  the 
horizon  hi  every  direction.    From  this  situation  was 
seen  a  broad  band. of  light,  in  the  form  of  a  long  low 
arch,  stretching  round  from  five  to  six  points  of  the 
compass,  and  extending-  in  the  centre  a  few  degrees 
above  the  horizon,  and  the  north  star  directly  over  the 
centre  of  it.  Imniediiitely  under  the  arch,  and  apparently 
extending  from  the  horizou  to  the  under  part  of  it, 
there  was  a  pretty  dark  thick  cloud.    In  this  arch,  and 
mmediately  iinder  it,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  dark 
cloud  where -the  arch  and  cloud  seemed  to  touch  each 
other,  wei-e  two  remarkably  bright  spots;  one  near  the 
eastern,  and  the  other  near  the  western  extremity  of  the 
arch;  .and  from  those  spots,  a  large  quantity  of  bright 
light,  of  a  circular  fonii,  seemed  to  issue  and  to  rise  to  a 
small  distance  above  the  arch.    Shortly  after,  similar 
spots  of  bright  light  appeared,  at  various  distances  from  - 
one  another,-  all  aloiig'  the  arch,  and  from  these  the 
light  seemed  to  issue,  and  to  I'ise-to  various  heights 
above  tlie  arch.  _ 

About  11  o'clock  a  new  appearance  presented  itself 
A   number  of  perpendicular  bright    wh;te  columns 
or  pillars,  apparently  several  degrees  in  length,  were 
seen  in  quick  succession,  moving  horizontally  and  appa- 
rently directly  over;  the  arch  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  extremity  of  it.    These  columns  or  pillars, 
■were  wholly,  invisible  until  they  came  within  the  range 
of  the  arch  or  its  light,  and  disappeared  the  moment 
they  passed  rt.  -  TTpon  reflection  I  was  inclined  to  think 
that  these  columns  or  pillars  were  vapour  in  that  form, 
driven  along  or  over  the  arch  b)^  a  current  of  wind  and 
illumined  by  the  bright  light  of  the  arch,  or  of  the  light 
which  produced  the  arch,  as  they  came  and  passed 
within  its  -range.    The  brightness  immediately  above 
the  western  extremity  of  the  arch,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
heavens  wliere  these  columns  had  disappeared,  seem-v-; 
ed   to  -  me  to  become  more  vivid  immediately  after- 
wards.   Not  long'  after  these   columns  or  pillars  had 
disappeared,  the  dark  iloud  beneath  the  arch  seemed 
to  be  rising,  and  by  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  or  therea- 
bouts, had  covered  the  arch,  and  had  spread  over  a 
considerable  part  of  the  northern  section  of  the  sky, 
and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  was  driven  by  the  wind  to 
the  south  east,  and  the  arch  again  appeared  as  bright  as 
before.    Some  time  after  this,  the  horizon  beneath  the 
arch  .again  became  darkened  as  before,  and  another 
dark  cloud  seemed  to  occupy  the  place  of  that  which 
had  risen  and  been  dispersed. 

About  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  there  was  another 
and  a  very  extraordinary  display — a  row  of  pillars  of  ex- 
treme beauty  and  brightness  appeared  all  at  once  stand- 
ing along  or  on  the  the  arch,  extending  apparently  from 
five  to  ten  degrees  above  it.  The}'  appeared  to  be  at 
equal  distancesfrom  one  another,  but  of  unequal  heights. 
This  colonnade  remained  for  one  or  two  minutes  and 
vanished. 
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Shortly  afterwards,  bright  spots  again  appeared  in 
the  arch,  as  in  the  former  part  of  the  ni^ht,  and  from 
which  targe  quantities  of  bright  hght  seemed  to  issue, 
and  to  extend,  as  before,  to  unequal  heights  above  the 
arch.  These  appearances  continued  in  greater  or  less 
degrees  of  magnitude  and  brilliancy,  until  the  hght  of 
day  intermingled  with  the  light  of  the  Aurora;  and  the 
light  of  the  North  was  lost  in  the  light  of  the  East,  or 
-Ceased  to  be  distinguishable  from  it. 

There  may  have  been  some  other  displays  of  it  which 
were  not  seen  by  me;^  but,  as  I  was  very  anxious  to  see 
an  Aurora  Borealis,  and  watched  its  appearances,  with 
some  intermissions  of  a  few  minutes,  from  half-past  nine 
o'clock  until  broad  day  light  in  the  morning,  it  is  not 
probable  that  any  very  Interesting  displays  of  it  escaped 
my  attention. 

This  Aurora  appears  to  have  been  seen  all  over  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  section  of  the  United  States, 
where  the  storm  had  entirely  ceased,  and  the  weather 
permitted — and  was  most  probably  seen  all  over  the 
Northern  section  of  this  continent,  unless  prevented  by 
the  state  of  the  weather — but  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  noticed  in  the  newspapers,  and  probably  was  not 
seen  south  of  Baltimore. 

The  North-east  storm  appears  to  have  commenced 
and  terminated  much  earlier,  and  to  have  been  much 
inore  violent  in  the  South  than  in  the  North;  to  have 
been  of  nearly  the  same  dur.ation  in  most  places,  and  to 
have  extended  more  than  a  thousand  miles  along  the 
Atlantic  sea  board  of  the  United  States,  and  several 
hundred  miles  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 

On  Tuesday  night,  at  half  past  nine  o'clock,  I  again 
ascended  to  the  roof  of  the  same  building- from  which  I 
had  viewed  the  Aurora  Borealis  on  Monday  night.  In 
the  north,  there  was  a  broad  band  of  light,  in  the  form 
of  an  arch,  very  similar  to  that  which  was  seen  the 
night  before,  and  the  position  and  colour  of  the  arch 
were  nearly  the  same,  except  that  it  appeared  to  stretch 
about  one  point  farther  to  the  east  and  west,  and  may 
have  extended  from  six  to  seven  points  of  the  compass, 

,  and  the  light  was  less  bright  than  that  of  Monday  night. 
The  north  star  appeared  to  be  directly  over  the  centre 
of  it.  Immediately  over  the  arcb,  and  a  few  degrees 
above  it,  there  was  another  arch  of  nearly  the  same 

'  form,  but  not  very  bright.  1  at  first  supposed  that 
these  arches  might  have  some  connexion  with  the  moon, 

'  which  was  then  about  half  an  hour  high;  and  shining 
pretty  brightly;  but  after  the  moon  had  set,  I  observed 

•  no  other  change  than  that  both  the  arches  appeared 
brighter  than  before  it  went  down,  and  the  upper  arch 
bad  risen  a  little  higher  than  it  was  when  I  first  saw  it; 
and  I  then  supposed  the  light  of  the  upper  arch  might 
be  produced  by  the  light  of  the  lower.  The  upper 
arch  continued  to  move  slowly  from  north  to  south,  in- 

.  dining  a  little  to  the  east,  and  as  it  moved  towards  New 
York,  it  seemed  of  course  to  rise  and  to  extend  to  the 
east  and  to  the  west,  until  the  centre  of  the  arch  became 
vortical  to  New  York.  At  this  time,  the  eastern  limb 
appeared  to  me  to  pass  over  Long  Island,  a  little  to  the 
north  of  Brooklyn,  and  to  extend  nearly  to  the  eastern 
horizon,  and  the  western  limb  to  pass  over  New  Jersey, 
a  little  to  the  south  of  Powles  Hook,  and  to  extend 
nearly  to  the  western  horizon.  The  arch  seemed  to  re- 
main in  this  situation  a  short  time,  then  passed  our  ze- 
nith, and  was  shortly  after  broken,  di.ssolved,  and  disap- 
peared. After  this  arch  had  risen  to  a  considerable 
height,  and  extended  its  limbs  to  the  east  and  west,  its 
brightness  was  greatly  increased,  and  It  became  an  ob- 
ject of  great  beauty,  and  its  novelty  attiacted  general 
attention;  but  when  its  centre  reached  the  zenith,  and 
its  extremities  extended  nearly  to  the  eastern  and 
western  horizon,  and  it  stood  suspended  under  the  blue 
and  spangled  vault  o(  heaven,  across  the  bright  arch  of 
the  milky  way,  it  became  an  object  of  supreme  beauty 
and  of  universal  admiratioji;  a  more  beautiful  and  maf^iii- 
ficent  spectacle  cannot  be  conceived. 

In  the  progress  of  this  arch  through  Ihe  sky,  there 


were  several  changes  in  its  appearance,  and  some  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  it  which  deserve  to  be  no- 
ticed. A  considerable  time  before  it  became  vertical  to 
us  the  limbs  seemed  to  have  become  narrower,  and 
much  more  dense  than  the  centre  of  it;  and  small  per- 
pendicular columns  of  light  seemed  to  be  moving  hori- 
zontally under  the  arch,  from  its  eastern  towards  its 
western  liinb.  Some  time  afterwards,  there  appeared 
to  be  a  row  of  small  perpendicular  pales  or  panels  of 
bright  light  nearly  under  but  not  attached  to  the  arch. 
These  pales,  or  panels,  were  at  equal  distances  from  one 
another,  but  of  unequal  heights,  decreasing  regularly 
from  the  centre  of  the  arch  towards  its  western  limb; 
and  they  appeared  to  be  moving  horizontally  and  slowly 
from  the  centre  towards  the  western  limb  of  the  arch, 
and  as  they  disappeared  the  western  Umb  appeared 
to  become  more  dense  and  brighter.  Shortly  before 
this  the  ends  of  the  arch  seemed  to  have  a  spiral  motion, 
and  to  have  become  twisted  into  the  form  of  a  roll,  and 
about  the  time  the  centre  of  the  arch  became  vertical 
to  us,  the  whole  arch,  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other,  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  great  roll,  and 
appeared  to  increase  in  brightness.  About  the  time  it 
assumed  this  appearance  it  passed  our  zenith,  and 
shortly  after  the  eastern  end  of  it  seemed  to  unfold  it- 
self, and  spread,  and  melt  away;  and  then  the  centre 
unfolded  and  melted  away  in  a  similar  manner,  leaving 
the  western  limb  very  bright,  the  largest  end  upper- 
most, and  greatly  resembling  an  inverted  column  or 
cone.  It  remained  in  this  situation  a  few  minutes,  the 
upper  end  gradually  inclining  more  to  the  south  than 
the  lower  end,  and  soon  after  it  seemed  to  unfold  and 
to  float  off  in  small  patches,  and  melt  away  as  the  other 
parts  of  it  had  done.  While  the  centre  of  the  arch  was 
nearly  vertical  to  New  York,  there  was  a  bright  path  or 
streak  of  light  stretching  a  considerable  distance  across 
the  North  river,  immediately  under  the  arch,  and  similav 
to  the  reflected  light  of  the  moon,  when  in  its  first  or  last 
quarter,  and  a  few  degrees  above  the  horizon.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  particularly  when  the 
arch  became  vertical  to  us,  the  stars  were  as  distinctly 
visible  as  they  are  through  a  light  cloud  or  mist,  and 
had  the  same  apjjearance.  This  arch  may  have  appear- 
ed to  others  difltrentl}^,  and  many  of  those  differences 
may  have  been  owing  to  the  situation  of  the  spectator, 
the  position  of  tlie^arch,  and  the  time  when  it  was  seen. 
As  it  moved  from  north  to  south  it  must  have  been  verti- 
cal to  those  north  of  us,  and  over  whom  it  passed,  be- 
fore it  became  vertical  to  us;  and  by  those  far  south  of 
the  place  of  its  final  dissolution,  it  could  not  have  been 
seen  in  its  greatest  beauty  .ind  magnificence.  I  had  a  fair 
view  of  it  from  half  past  nine  o'clock,  when  it  was  not 
probably  more  than  ten  degrees  above  the  horizon,  untiJ 
about  eleven  o'clock,  w  hen  It  dissolved  and  disappeared. 

I  then  thought  that  this  arch  was  composed  of  vapour, 
and  that  it  might  have  received  its  light  from  the  arch 
of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  then  in  the  north.  Any  stream 
of  cloud,  mist  or  vapour,  stretching  across  the  sky  from 
horizon  to  horizon,  directly  over  our  heads,  must  of  ne- 
cessity appear  in  the  form  of  a  great  arch.  Any  stream 
of  cloud,  mist  or  vapour,  blown  sideways  by  the  wind, 
from  horizon  to  horizon,  from  north  to  south,  or  from 
any  point  of  the  coinpass  to  an  opposite  point  of  it, 
must,  as  it  advances  towards  us,  appear  to  rise,  and  to 
assume  more  and  more  tlie  form  of  an  arch,  until  it  be- 
comes vertical  to  Cis  or  reaches  the  zenith  j  and  from  the 
time  it  passes  the  zenith,  it  must  as  it  goes  from  us  ap- 
pear to  descend,  and  gradually  to  lose  more  and  more 
the  form  of  an  arch  until  it  reaches  the  opposite  horizon. 
This  arch  resembled  an  arch  of  vapour  or  cloud  illu- 
mined by  the  brightest  meridian  sun,  and  rendered  per- 
fectly white,  and  it  formed  and  broke,  dissolved  and 
disappeared  in  the  same  manner  as  such  arches  form  and 
break,  and  clouds  of  other  forms  dissolve  and  disappear. 

In  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  of 
August,  there  was  a  great  arch  of  vapour  or  cloud, 
stretching  from  the  south-west  to  the  north  cast,  and 
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brig-htly  illumiiipd  by  tlie  sun,  and  the  clouds  and  va- 
poui's  for  sevei-al  davs  afterwards,  continued  to  run  in 
streams  and  stretch  across  the  sky. 

I  now  come  to  the  third  and  last  scene,-and  which 
was  by  far  the  most  grand,  and  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing' spectacles  I  ever  beheld.  I  have  before  described 
the  position,  extent,  and  appearance  of  the  arch  of  tlie 
Aurora.  Immediately  under  this  arch,  and  apparently 
extending  from  the  horizon  to  the  under  part  of  the 
arch,  there  was,  as  on  Monday  night,  a  dark  thick  cloud. 
In  this  arch,  and  immediately  under  it  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  dark  cloud,  where  the  ai-ch  and  cloud  seemed  to 
touch  each  other,  were  several  bright  spots,  from  which 
a  bright  light  seemed  to  issue,  and  to  rise  occasionally, 
but  not  to  any  great  heig'ht,  nor  in  any  great  quantity, 
until  after  eleven  o'clock.  About  eleven  o'clock,  a 
dark  thick  cloud  from  the  northwest,  passed  over  or  in 
front  of  the  principal  part  of  the  arch,  and  as  it  passed 
along  the  arch,  there  appeared  to  be  a  considerable 
agitation  in  the  cloud,  or  immediately  behind  the  cloud, 
and  about  the  arch,  as  if  produced  by  the  meeting  or 
collision  of  different  currents  of  wind.  About  this  time 
I  first  perceived  some  gleaming  of  liglit  a  small  distance 
above  the  cloud,  or  the  thickest  part  of  it,  and  a  slight 
quivering  motion  in  sevei  al  places  not  far  above  the 
cloud,  altogether  different  from  any  thing  I  had  seen  on 
Monday  night. 

Shortly  after  eleven  o'clock,  there  appeared  several 
bright  spots  near  the  extremities  of  the  arcli  on  the  line 
'i/heve  the  arch  and  cloud  seemed  to  touch  each  other, 
and  one  remarkably  bright  spot  near  the  eastern  extre- 
mity of  the  arch,  and  from  which  a  large  qui.ntity  of 
bright  light  of  a  circular  form  seemed  to  issue  and  to 
rise  to  a  considerable  height  above  the  arch.  About 
Jialf  past  eleven  o'clock  a  number  of  other  spots  of 
bright  light  appeared  at  various  distances  from  one  an- 
other all  along  the  arch,  and  from  each  of  tliem  a  large 
quantity  of  bright  light  of  a  circular  form  seemed  to  issue 
and  to  extend  to  a  considerable  height  above  the  arch 
through  layers  of  dark  clouds  of  different  degrees  of 
density.    The  height,  magnitude,  and  brightness  of 
4hese  columns,  or  continued  streams  of  light,  varied 
considerably.    Sometimes  those  in  and  over  the  centre 
of  the  arch — and  at  other  times,  those  in  and  over  the 
limbs  of  the  arch,  appeared  to  be  the  highest,  largest, 
and  brightest-    About  the  time  when  these  columns  or 
continued  streams  of  bright  light  had  first  risen  to  a 
considerable  heig-ht,  strong  gleams  of  light  appeared  in 
the  sky  above  these  columns  or  streams.    These  gleams 
of  light  resembled  the  gleam  produced  by  throwing 
suddenly  a  strong  light  upon  an  object  capable  of  re- 
flecting it,  and  instantly  withdrawing  the  light  or  the 
source  of  it.    These  gleams  all  appeared  to  move  up- 
wards, as  if  the  source  of  them  were  below,  and  their 
motion  was  estremely  rapid.    There  appeared  at  the 
same  time  to  be  a  rapid  quivering  motion,  produced  pos- 
sibly by  the  agitation  of  the  clouds  or  vapour  on  which 
the  light  seemed  to  strike.    This  quivering  motion  and 
gleaming  bore  some  resemblance  to  what  is  usually 
called  sheet  lightning,  or  the  appearance  of  the  flash 
of  lightning  in   a  cloud  at  a  great  distance;  and  it 
also   seemed    to   me   to  bear  some   resemblance  to 
the  effect  produced  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  or  of  a 
lamp,  or  of  any  luminous  body  shining  from  a  small  ele- 
yation  obliquely  on  the  water,  when  slightly  agitated; 
but  it  did  not  exactly  resemble  either  of  those  things. 

This  gleaming  and  quivering  sometimes  commenced 
over  the  centre,  sometimes  over  the  limbs,  and  some- 
times extended  beyond  the  extremities  of  the  arch,  and 
rose  almost  as  high  as  the  North  Star.  On  those  occa- 
sions, the  scene  became  grand  beyond  description.  Near 
the  horizon  a  bright  arch  resting  on  a  dark  cloud;  on 
this  cloud  and  arch,  a  colonnade  of  pillars  of  bright 
light,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  arch,  and  ris- 
ing perpendicularly  through  clouds  and  vapours  far 
above  it.  Above  the  arch  and  beyond  its  extremities, 
bright  gleams  of  light  ascending  in  rapid  motion  as 


high  as  the  North  Star,  and  the  whole  northern  section 
of  the  Sky  below  the  Polar  Star  in  a  state  of  bright  illu- 
mination, rapid  motion,  and  pxtreme  agitation. 

These  displays  continued  foi' neaily  an  hour,  and  im- 
til  about  half  past  twelve  o'clock.  There  were  some 
slight  displays  afterwards,  but  by  one  o'clock,  the 
gleaming  and  motion  had  ceased;  the  pillars  had  sub- 
sided, the  brightness  of  the  arch  had  greatly  diminished, 
and  the  bright  cloud  which  liad  been  under  the  arch 
the  whole  time,  appeared  to  be  rising  and  moving  slow- 
ly to  the  eastward.  It  appeared  to  me  that  during  tlie 
greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  time,  there  had 
been  a  considerable  quantity  of  vapour  or  mist,  along 
the  horizon;  and  for  some  distance  above  it  in  the 
northern  section  of  the  .sky,  and  after  the  light  and 
movements  of  the  Aurora  had  apparently  ceased,  the 
sky  became  mc>re  clear,  and  the  stars  in  that  quarter 
became  much  brighter. 

It  has  bee>{i  said  that  the  Aurora  was  visible  in  the 
same  place  about  day  bglit  on  Wednesday  morning.  As 
I  supposed  it  had  entiiely  ceased,  and  I  retired  about 
one  o'clock,  I  saw  notliing  of  it  after  that  time.  This 
Aurora  Borealis  appears  to  have  been  seen  as  far  south 
and  west  as  Washington  and  Pittsburg,  and  to  have 
been  seen  all  over  the  noi-thern  and  eastern  section  of 
the  United  States,  where  the  weather  permitted,  and  it 
was  most  probably  visible,  and  might  have  been  seen, 
all  over  the  northern  section  of  this  continent,  unless 
prevented  by  the  state  of  the  weather,    It  has  been 
stated  in  some  of  the  papers  that  a  noise  was  heard  by 
some  person  in  Connecticut,  which  he  ascribed  to  the 
Aurora.    Captain  Parry  and  Captain  Franklin,  were 
specially  chai  ged  by  the  Briti.sh  government  to  investi- 
gate the  cause  of  the  Aurora,  and  particularly  to  ascer- 
tain whether  it  produced  a  noise.    Captain  Franklin  in- 
formed me  the  other  da}',  on  his  passage  through  New 
York,  that  the  Aurora  had  been  seen  by  him  and  his 
party  about  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  times,  and 
that  they  had  never  heard  the  slightest  noise.  Captain 
Parry,  in  his  Journals,  states,  that  it  had  been  seen  by 
him  and  his  crew  a  great  number  of  times,  probably,  at 
least,  as  often  as  seen  by  Captain  Franklin  and  his  part}' 
— and  that  it  had  never  produced  the  slightest  noise  on 
any  occasion.    If  this  testimony  be  not  sufficient  to  af- 
ford just  ground  for  belief,  that  it  does  not  produce  a 
noise,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  what  proof 
would  be  sufficient. 

The  Aurora  Borealis  has  ever  been  considered  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  interest,  and  few  subjects  have  given  rise 
to  a  greater  number  of  unsatisfactory  theories.    C.  B. 

PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

Extracts  from  Essays  on  the  Public  Charities  of  Philadel- 
phia.— JRespect fully  addressed  to  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  benevole9it,  who  have  "hearts  to  feel  and  hands 
to  bestow.— Dec.  29,  1828.— —No.  II. 
In  order  to  ascertain  with  something  like  precision 
the  correctness  of  the  idea  I  have  long  entertained,  of 
the  scarcity  of  female  employment,  and  the  deleterious 
consequences,  as  to  the  happiness  and  morals  of  society, 
of  the  paltry  rate  of  female  wages,  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Female  Hospitable 
Society,  who  has  had  the  best  opportunities  of  forming 
correct  opinions  on  the  subject. 
3frs.  Margaret  Silver, 

Madam, — Does  or  does  not  a  large  portion  of  the 
distress  among  the  poor  arise  from  the  low  rate  of  female 
wages } 

2.  What  do  you  believe  the  highest  wages  a  seam- 
stress can  earn,  who  works  at  home  on  government  work, 
or  for  tailors ' 

3.  What  is  about  the  average  ' 

4.  Is  the  Female  Hospitable  Society  able  to  furnish 
employment  to  all  who  require  it  ' 

5.  If  not,  what  proportion  of  those  who  request  work, 
receive  iti'  Yovirs,  vcrv  respectfully, 

MATIIEW  CAREY. 

PhUadelphia,  Nov.  7,  1828. 
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(replst.) 

Respected  Sir, 

"In  answer  to  your  first  question,  the  Managers  of  the 
Fe-male  Hospitable  Society  state,  that,  in  their  opinion, 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  distress  amongst  the  indus- 
trious poor  docs  originate  in  the  low  prices  of  women's 
wages,  andJhe  uncertainly  of  constant  employment. 

Second  Question.    The  inanag-ers  helieve  and  knovy 
the  most  wag-es  that  can  be  earned,  by  tlie  closest  appli- 
cation to  work,  either  from  government,  societies,  or 
tailors,  ivill  not  average  more  than  from  one  dollar  to  one 
.  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  week. 

Third.  This  Society  never  has  been  able  to  give 
work  to  one  fourth  of  those  who  appl}',  even  in  the 
most  flourishing-  state  of  its  funds.  Now,  7wt  more  than 
one  in  ten  receive  any .  This  Society  has  107  subscri- 
bers, at  two  dollars  per  annum,  who  paid  last  year. — 
Some  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  that  two-thirds 
of  these  belong-,  some  to  three,  some  to  four,  and  all  to 
two  other  charitable  institutions,.  We  also  had  204  dol- 
lars from  a  sermon,  bread  money,  and  other  donations. 

We  hope  Mr.  Carey  will  not  deem  it  foreign  to  the 
subject,  to  observe  further,  that  the  moral  poor,  either 
men  or  women,  when  out  of  work,  especially  if  they 
have  families,  become  cast  down,  out  of  heart,  and  dis- 
couraged.     They  are   tieHjctant  to  be  a  public 

CHARGE,  AS'D  THUS  SUFFER  THE  ]«OST  SEVERE  PRIVA- 
TIONS RATHER  THAN  DISCLOSE  THEIR  BISTRESS,  OR  DO 
VIOLENCE  TO   THE    BEST    FEELINGS    OF    TSEITI  NATURE 

BY  OPEN  COMPLAINT.  To  pcrsoiis  of  this  description, 
these  private  charitable  societies  are  a  source  of  support 
and  comfort,  and  really  mediums  of  moral  g-ood. 

We  most  earnestly  hope  Mr.  C.  will  combat  the  erro- 
neous idea  which  obtains  so  much  at  present,  that  these 
charities  increase  pauperism:  on  the  contrary  we  do  as- 
sure you.  Sir,  we  feel  clear  in  stating,  that  in  the  twenty 
years  we  have  been  active  in  this  society,  we  can  prove 
we  have  been  instrumental  by  timely  aid,  (or,  to  use  their 
own  phrase,  'a  little  help  at  a  pinch,'),  in  keeping  hun- 
dreds out  of  the  Alras-House,-  thereby  preserving  that 
principle  of  honest  industry,  which  is  the  mutual  bond 
of  civil  society,  and  the  everlasting  barrier  between  vir- 
tue and  vice.  •  '  - 

.We  jemain.  Sir,  respectfully, 
■  -r;.         MARY  A.  SNYDER,  Governess  F.  H.  Soc. 
"■'Mr.  M.  Carey.  Margauf/t  Silver,  Secr'y.'' 

This  letter  demands  the  most  serious  consideration  of 
the  public,  as  it  fully  establishes  the  magnitude  of  the 
error  which  prevails  with  respect  to  benevolent  institu- 
tions, which  error,  I  i-epeat,  operates  most  perniciously 
on  the  poor — and  I  trust  it  will  call  forth  the  effective 
support  of  the  wealthy  and  humane  for  institutions  which 
have  so  direct  an  effect  to  prevent  demoralization,  and 
_  mitigate  human  suffering,  many  of  which  institutions 
are  in  a  languishing  state  for  want  of  that  support, 

1  also  wrote  to  Dr.  M.  AnderiSon,  who  is  in  extensive 
.     practice  in  South wark,  from  whose  reply  1  annex  an  ex 
tract: — 

"To  your  query,  'Does  or  does  not  a  large  portion  of 
the  distress  of  the  lower  order  of  the  working  class  arise 
from  the  low  rate  of  female  wages?'  1  state  that  the  an 
swer  from  all  parts  of  our  city  and  districts,  must  be  in 
the  affirmative.  It  is  very  clear,  that  when  women  were 
paid  25  cents  for  makln,!^  a  shirt,  and  so  in  proportion 
for  every  other  article  of  their  work,  they  could  put- 
chase  more  and  live  better  than  they  now  can,  when,  as 
I  am  told,  they  receive  only  12-^  . cents  for  a  shirt,  and  so 
in  proportion  for  every  other  article." 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  cast  a  glance  at  tlie  mode  in 
which  these  societies  generally  start  into  existence, 
few  persons  of  public  spirit  discover  a  want  of  an  insti- 
tation  for  some  particular  object— and  exert  themselve 
to  procure  the  co-operation  "of  others  of  similar  views, 
A  constitution  is  formed — efforts  are  made  to  procure 
eubscribers— and  as  there  is  g-enerallv  a  considerable  de 


gree  of  zeal  in  the  commencement  of  all  undertakings, 
and  as  there  are  many  persons  in  the  city  who  never  re- 
fuse tiieir  subscription  to  any  benevolent  object,  100, 
200,  or  300  subscribers  are  procured,  and  the  society 
goes  into  operation.  It  is  uncommon  to  make  efforts  af- 
terwards, when  the  original  zeal  abates — and  very  few 
subscribers  offer  voluntarily,  unless  fpr  objects  of  para- 
mount claims.  Even  if  new  efforts  are  made,  they  are 
generally  attended  with  little  success.  Every  year, 
death,  removals,  or  resignations,  thin  the  number.?— and, 
I  feel  persuaded,  that  at  the  present  hour,  the  number 
of  subscribers  to  all  the  charitable  institutions  in  the  city 
is  not  one-quarter  pf  what  it  was  at  their  commence- 
ment. 

The  Female  Hospitable  Society  consisted  originally 
of  700  subscribers.  In  1827,  there  were  only  about  107- 
The  Provident  Society  in  1823,  consisted  of  1015  sub- 
scribers. In  1827,  there  were  but  about  600  subscrip- 
tions received,  including  arrearages.  The  withdrawals 
from  other  Societies  are  much  In  the  same  proportion. 

Their  chief  support  arises  from  stocks  purchased  by 
donations  and  bequests  of  liberal  minded  citizens. — 
Without  this  resource,  the  most  of  them  would  sink  into 
insignificance.  Thus,  of  452  dollars,  received  by  the 
Northern  Dispensary  last  year,  5J.270,  or.sixty  per  cent, 
arose  from  the  bequest  of  one  individual,  James  Wills, 


Institutions  for  the  Promotion  of  Education. 

The  Infant  School  Society  of  the,  city  of  Philadelphia, 
was  established  in  May  1827.    It  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  board  of  Ladies,  of  Tvhom  Mrs.  Perrit  is  Pre- 
sident, and  Miss  Sparhawk,  Secretary.    The  number  of 
subscribers  is  about  380.   The  annual  .subscriptions  last 
year  were  ?720.    Life  subsci-iptions  800.  dollars..  Do- 
ations  928  dollars.     Liberal  as  these  contributions  are, 
they  are  very  inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  number 
of  schools  which  would  be  reqtiisite  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  full .  operation  the  benevolent  object  in 
view.  Some  of  the  subscribers  have  already  withdrawn 
from  the  Society.    The  life  subscriptions  are  invested 
as  a  permanent  fund— and  without  further  aid,  the  So- 
ciety will  have  to  depend  on  the  annual  subscriptions, 
about  700  dollars!  and  Interest  of  life  subscriptions. — 
There  are  now  three  schools  under  the  care  of  the  So- 
ciety— one  in  Thirteenth  street;  one  in  College  Avenue, 
and  one  for  coloured  infants  at  No.  60  Gaskdl  street. 

Since  the  above  Society  was  established,  two  others 
have  been  org.iuized,  one  for  the  Northern  Liberties 
and  Kensington,  the  other  for  Southwark.  The  former 
has  three  schools,  and  the  latter,  one.  Thus  in  the 
short  space  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  months,  there  have 
been  established  seven  of  those  precious  asylums,  where- 
in there  are  from  7  to  900  children  preserved  from  the 
turpitude  and  baseness  almost  inseparable  from  prowl- 
ng  the  streets,  at  that  period  of  life  when  the  seeds  are 
sown  which  continue  to  germinate  through  life. 

It  may  be  continually  asserted  that  there  is  no  object 
in  the  wide  range  taken  by  beneficence  in  this  city,  in 
which  so  much  substantial,  permanent  good  can  be  done 
to  society,  in  proportion  to  the  expenditure,  as  by  these 
infant  schools.  They  call  loudly  for  the  support  of  the 
opulent. 

The  Society  for  the  free  instruction  of  female  chil- 
dren, instituted  in  1796,  consists  of  eighteen  ladies,  of 
the  Society  of  Friend-s,  who  employ  two  teachers,  for 
the  instruction  of  about  70  children.  Their  income  last 
year  was  about  800  dollars. 

The  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  Charity  Schools,  received  last  year  from  85 
sulDscribers  196  dollars.  The  total  income  of  the  year 
was  2656  dollars.  This  institution  is  in  a  most  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  on  its  liberal  founders.  It  holds 
in  real  estate  and  capital  stock  37,110  dollars;  15,415 
dollars  of  the  former,  and  21,695  dollars  of  the  latter.— 
There  are  450  scholars,'  male  and  ferttale,  under  its  care. 
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The  Abolition  Society  has  a  fund  for  the  eilucation  of 
coloured  people,  to  which  there  arc  15  subscribers.  The 
annual  subscription  is  five  dollars.  The  receipts  of  last 
year  were  341  dollars,  ot  n  liich  75  dollars  were  receiv- 
ed from  svibscribcrs,  and  the  remaining'  266  dollars  for- 
rent,  dividends  on  stock,  interest  on  bonds,  &c.  &c. 

The  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Public 
Schools  consists  of  93  members.  The  annual  subscrip- 
tion is  two  dollars.  Its  receipts  for  the  last  year  were 
150  dollars.    It  has  no  funds. 

"The  Philadelphia  Union  Society  for  the  education  of 
poor  female  children,"  Is  incorporated,  and  has  a  school 
for  the  purpose.  As  its  resources  are  by  no  means  com- 
mensurate with  its  benevolence,  it  is  oblig-ed  to  limit  its 
attentions  to  fifty  scholars.  The  subscription  is  g-ene- 
rally  one  dollar.  The  annual  subscriptions  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  defray  more  than  half  the  expense.  The  re- 
mainder is  borne  by  the  Interest  on  some  leg;acies. 

The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
is  supported  chiefly  by  the  state,  which  maintains  forty- 
one  of  its  pupils.  The  whole  number  there  at  present 
is  68,  of  whom  three  are  supported  by  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  two  by  Maryland,  and  there  are  besides  22,  of 
whom  13  are  paid  for  by  their  friends.  The  subscrip- 
tion is  two  dollars  per  annum.  There  are  170  subscri- 
bers, who  paid  last  year  340  dollars.  The  receipts  of 
the  year,  (including' leg'acies  to  the  amount  of  near  five 
thousand  dollars;  the  contribution  of  the  state;  and  the 
payment  by  the  states  of  New  Jersey  and  Maryland) 
were  13,208  dollars. 

There  are  220  subscriber's  to  the  Apprentices'  Libra- 
ry. The  subscription  is  two  dollars  pep  annum.  The 
receipts  from  annual  subscribers  last  year  were  344  dol- 
lars— the  total  receipt  361  dollars. 

Although  the  Institution  for  the  support  of  Public 
Lancasterian  Schools  does  not,  strictly  speaking',  fall 
within  my  plan — I  think  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  devote 
a  few  lines  to  its  details.  It  was  organized  in  1818. — 
There  are  at  present  17  schools,  8  in  the  city,  and  9  in 
the  adjacent  districts.  About  30,000  children  have 
been  educated  in  them.  The  average  nuinber,  at  one 
time,  is  about  4000.  The  cost  to  the  city  and  county 
averag-es  about  four  dollars  each  per  annum.  The  boys 
are  received  between  the  ag'es  of  6  and  14 — the  girls 
between  5  and  13.  The  institution  is  governed  by  di- 
rectors and  controllers  chosen  annually  by  the  City 
Councils  and  the  corporate  authorities  in  the  districts, 
who  serve  without  compensation. 
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Societies  for  Reformation. 

The  Society  for  the  support  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
consists  of  302  annual  subscribers.  The  subscription  is 
two  dollars  per  aminm.  The  receipts  for  annual  sub- 
scriptions last  year  were  577  dollars;  from  life  subscri- 
bers 1150  dollars;  from  donations  907  dollai's.  From 
the  state  treasury  5000  dollars;  and  from  the  county 
treasury  5000  dollars. 

■  The  Magdalen  Society  appears  to  have  had  in  1826 
ninety  subscribers.  The  number  who  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions last  year  was  66,  at  two  dollars,  132  dollars. 

The  subscription  to  the  Society  for  discouraging  the 
use  of  Ardent  Spirits  is  only  one  dollar.  The  number 
who  have  paid  this  year  is  seventy -four,  $74! ! ! 

Societies  for  the  Relief  of  Physical  Wants. 

Among  the  charities  that  stand  pre-eminent,  are  the 
dispensaries  for  relief  of  the  sick  poor.  In  a  wealthy 
city  with  a  population  of  probably  130,000  people,  em- 
bracing a  large  portion  of  the  poorer  class  of  society,  it 
might  be  reasonably  supposed,  that  there  would  be  at 
least  a  thousand  annual  contributors  to  these  institutions; 
and  that  the  annual  contributions  would  be  3,  4,  or  5000 
dollars.    Such  a  calculation,  however  plausible,  is  m'i« 


serably  falsified  by  the  actual  state  of  things.  The 
whole  number  of  paying  subscribers  to  the  three  dispen- 
saries, is  only  about  one  hundred  and  eighty/  Were  it . 
not  for  the  Interest  on  donations  and  bequests,  tlieir  utili- 
ty would  be  reduced  within  very  narrow  limits,  particu- 
larly that  of  tlie  northern  and  soutliern. 

There  are  105  annual  subscribei'S  to  the  Philadelphia 
Dispensary^  whose  subscriptions  last  year,  at  five  dollars 
each,  amounted  to  525  dollars.  The  gross  receipts  were 
1817  dollars,  of  which  nearly  1300  dollars  were  for  in- 
terest, dividends,  and  house  rent.  There  were  5962  pa- 
tients under  the  cure  of  the  institution  last  year,  of  whom 
2756  recovered;  32  were  relieved;  68  died;  and  some 
were  dismissed. 

The  number  of  annual  subscribers  to  the  Northern 
Dispensary,  as  stated  in  their  report,  dated  Dec.  25,. 
1827,  is  117.  But,  strange  to  say,  it  appears  that  only 
about  forty-two  of  them  had  paid  their  subscriptions, 
three  dollars  per  annum.  The  total  of  the  receipts  was 
452  dollars,  of  which  126  was  for  annual  subscriptions; 
270  dollars  the  income  of  the  leg-acy  of  .Tames  AVills — 
and  the  remainder  for  interest.  It  thus  appears  that  this 
valuable  institution,  but  for  the  bequest  of  Wills,  quite 
a  recent  transaction,  would  have  been  obliged  to  limit 
its  operations  to  the  expenditure  of  182  dollars,  in  one 
of  the  richest  cities  of  the  Union!  The  whole  number 
of  persons  >mder  the  care  of  the  institution  last  year, 
was  1040;  of  whom  985  recovered;  16  died;  relieved 
and  removed,  19;  remaining  under  care,  19. 

But  the  case  of  the  Southern  Dispensary  is  still  moi-e 
a  subject  of  regret  and  wonder,  as  the  persons  in  South- 
wark  in  want  of  the  succour  conferred  by  a  dispensary, 
are  far  more  numerous  than  in  the  Northern  Liberties. 
It  is  really  painful  to  cast  an  eye  on  the  statement.  The 
amount  of  annual  subscriptions  received  last  year  was 
only  107  dollars!  James  Wllls's  legacy  produced  270 
dollars.  There  is  in  the  statement  an  item  of  accounts 
182  dollars.  The  entire  income  of  a  dispensary,  loca- 
ted in  a  place  abounding  in  persons  demanding  its  as- 
sistance, was  only  559  dollars!  The  whole  number  of 
patients  attended  by  the  ph\'slclans  last  year,  was  1017." 
The  number  this  year,  from  the  long  continuance  of  fe- 
vers and  agues,  in  the  western  part  of  the  district,  must 
be  considerably  greater.  I  have  been  informed  that 
there  were,  at  one  time  this  fall,  great  numbers  of  per- 
sons lying  sick  in  that  part  of  the  district,  in  some  cases 
whole  families,  not  one  of  them  able  to  assist  another. - 
Whether  any  corresponding  Increase  has  taken  place  iu 
the  funds  of  the  institution,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

The  directors  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Dispen- 
saries have  not  been  wanting-  in  the  performance  of  the 
duty  they  owe  those  institutions,  by  repeated  strong  ap- 
peals to  the  beneficence  and  charity  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens.   They  have  answered  no  purpose. 

The  object  of  the  Dorcas  Societies,  to  furnish  clothing 
to  the  destitute,  is  highly  laudable.  They  literally  com- 
ply with  the  precept  "to  clothe  the  naked."  The 
Southern  Dorcas  Society  distributed  last  year  701  gar- 
nients,  principally  to  the  aged,  to  the  sick,  and  to  chil- 
dren, in  want  of  covering  to  shield  them  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather.  This  Society,  which  ought 
to  consist  of  at  least  500  members,  has  only  60,  although 
the  annual  contribution  is  but  half  a  dollar!  Their  re- 
ceipts of  last  year  were  about  100  dollars! — of  which, 
one  half  was  from  the  benevolent  Robert  Barclay,*  of 
London,  f»er  Mrs.  Chew  and  Dr.  Parke!  Besides  their 
cash  receipts,  several  charitable  ladies  and  gentlemen 
fui'nished  them  with  articles  of  clothing. 

The  subscription  to  the  Female  Episcopal  Society  is 
one  dollar  per  annum — the  number  of  subscribers  is 
145.    The  total  receipts  of  last  j'ear  were  217  dollars. 


*  This  gentleman,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  but  long 
settled  in  England,  has  contributed  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  annuall}^  above  fifteen  years,  towards  the  sup- 
port of  the  charitable  institutions  in  this  city,  most  of 
which  have  occasionally  partaken  of  his  bounty. 
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"The  Female  Association  of  Philadelphia  for  the  re- 
lief of  women  and  children  in  reduced  circumstances," 
was  org'aiii/.ed  in  1800;  and  is  incorporated  by  the  state. 
Its  aid  is  entirely  confined  to  the  rehef  of  persons  who 
have  seen  better  days,  and  are  prevented  by  laudable 
pride  from  depending-  on  the  pittance  afforded  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.  The  Society  is  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  the  community,  as  it  preserves  numbers  from 
sinking-  to  that  state  of  wretchedness  whereby  they  be- 
come common  paupers.  It  has  a  school,  in  which  twen- 
ty children  are  taught.  The  subscription  is  three  dol- 
lars a  year.  The  amount  of  annual  subscription  last 
year  was  256  dollars;  of  course  the  number  of  subscri- 
bers is  about  86.    The  total  receipts  were  408  dollars. 

The  Female  Hospitable  Society  has  existed  twenty 
years;  the  subscription  is  two  dollars  per  annum.  It 
has  107  subscribers.  The  total  receipts  last  year  were 
555  dollars.  - 

The  "Female  Society  of  Philadelphia  for  the  relief 
and  employment  of  the  poor,"  consists  of  131  subscri- 
bers. There  is  no  fixed  annual  contribution;  the  amount 
is  optional  with  the  members.  The  annual  subscrip- 
tions of  last  year  amounted  to  282  dollars;  the  total  re- 
ceipts were  1563  dollars.  This  society  has  high  claims 
on  the  liberality  of  the  benevolent;  as  it  affords  exten- 
sive aid  to  distressed  objects,  and  is  managed  withg-reat 
industry  and  uncommon  attention. 

The  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating-  the  miseries 
of  Public  Prisons,  corii-ists  of  73  members.  The  annual 
subscription  is  only  one  dollar.  The  annual  subscriptions 
last  year  (deducting  commissions)  amounted  to  67  dol- 
lars 96  cts.  The  total  receipts  of  the  year  were  ^238 
96  cts. 

The  Indigent  Widows'  and  single  women's  Society 
has  about  260  a  280  subscribers.  The  annual  subscrip- 
tion is  three  dollars.  The  total  receipts  of  last  year 
were  2730  dollars;  of  which  745  were  for  annual  sub- 
scriptions; life  subscriptions  and  admissions,  175  dollars; 
donations,  665  dollars;  board  of  persons  in  the  asyltmi, 
270  dollars;  legacies,  347  dollars;  for  work  done,  147 
dollars;  dividends  and  ground  rent,  381  dollars. 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  this  Society  in  their  Re- 
port, dated  January  10,  1828, state,  that 

"The  funds  are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  support 
of  the  large  family  dependent  on  them.  The  legacies 
which  have  been  received,  will  be  funded,  according  to 
the  requirements  of  the  constitution,  which  will  make 
a  small  addition  to  the  permanent  fund.  There  has 
been  some  increase  from  annual  subscriptions.  The  in- 
come arisingjfrom  this  fluctuating  source  amounts  to  745 
dollars.  The  expenses  of  the  establishment,  with  the 
present  size  of  the  family,  will  averag-e  2000  dollars. — 
The  income  of  the  Society,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  such  sources  as  can  be  depended  upon,  falls  very 
short  of  this  amount  of  necessary  expenditure,  and  the  de- 
ficiency can  only  be  made  up  by  such  incidental  contri- 
butions as  a  kind  Providence  may  dispose  the  people  to 
cast  into  the  widow's  treasury.  Those  whose  lives 
have  been  crowned  with  every  blessing,  will  not  forg^et 
that  they  have  been  thus  constituted  the  guardians  of 
their  destitute  fellow  creatures.  They  will  recollect 
that  the  aged  and  bereaved  are  still  among-  them;  and 
considering  with  gratitude  the  difference  of  their  con- 
dition, will,  in  the  exercise  of  their  high  privileges, 
promote  His  purpose  of  goodness  and  mercy,  who  has 
assured  them  'it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive.'" 

The  Association  for  the  care  of  coloured  orphans  was 
instituted  in  the  year  1822,  and  consists  of  thirty-five 
ladies,  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  of  the  Friends'  Society. — 
Their  receipts  last  year  were  709  dollars;  of  which  211 
dollars  were  for  annual  subscriptions  ;  the  remainder 
was  from  donations  and  interest. 

The  receipts  of  the  Orplian  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
last  year,  were  3546  dollars;  of  which  549  dollars  were 
for  annual  subscriptions.    The  remainder  arose  from 


dividends  on  stock,  donations,  life  subscriptions,  and 
from  work  done  by  the  orphans.    There  are  104  chil-  , 
dren  of  both  sexes  in  thejiouse. 

The  Abolition  Society  consists  of  ISOmembers.  The 
subscription  is  two  dollars  a  year.  The  amount  received 
for  annual  subscriptions  last  year  was  248  dollars.  To- 
tal i-eceipts  919  dollars. 

The  Clothing  Association  is  composed  of  twenty-six 
ladies,  who  meet  at  each  others'  houses  once  a  fortnight, 
to  make  up  clothing  principally  for  destitute  children. 
The  subscription  is  two  dollars  per  annum. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Society  of  St.  Joseph 
was  instituted  in  1808,  and  has  educated  and  apprenti- 
ced about  100  children.  There  were  originally  300  sub- 
scribers; of  whom  some  few  have  commuted  and  become 
life  subscribers.  Only  five  subscribers  paid  last  year! 
The  total  receipts  of  the  year  were  1298  dollars,  arising 
chiefly  from  interest  and  property  recovered.  There 
are  thirty  children  in  the  house  at  present. 
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We  have  received  from  Harrisburg  the  documents 
accompanying  the  Canal  Commissioners'  Report;  the 
most  interesting  of  which  we  will  insert.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  '■'■Report  onthe  survey  of  canalandrail-way  routes 
between  the  ■waters  of  Delaware  and  Susquehanna,  by 
MoN<;rRE  KoBiNsoN,  Engineer." 

To  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

GtlNTT-tMEN', 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  following  as  a. 
part  of  my  report,  on  the  different  surveys  and  examina- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  me  during  the  past  sea- 
son, with  a  view  to  i-ail-roads,  and  to  a  water  communica- 
tion between  the  North  branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
river  and  the  Delaware.  The  late  period  at  which  my 
field  duties  were  closed,  prevents  my  furnishing  at  this 
time  accompanying  di-aughts  and  estimates.  These 
are  in  preparation,  and  will  be  transmitted  to  your  ho- 
nourable board  as  soon  as  completed. 

In  consequence  of  the  novelty  of  rail-roads  in  our 
country,  misapprehensions  appear  to  have  existed  as  to 
the  class  of  cases  in  which  they  are  applicable.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place,  before  proceeding  to  a  description 
of  field  operationsj  to  bestow  some  consideration  on  this 
subject. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  cheapness  of  timber 
gave  to  us  an  advantage  in  the  construction  of  rail-roads, 
which  would  so  far  diminish  their  first  cost,  as  to  recom- 
mend their  construction  in  many  situations,  where  in 
Europe  they  would  be  deemed  unsuitable  improve- 
ments; and  it  has  been  thoug-lit  not  only  that  a  much 
smaller  trade  would  justify  a  rail  road  in  our  country, 
than  has  heretofore  been  deemed  requisite  in  England, 
but  likewise  that  much  bolder  experiments  might  be 
made  by  us  in  overcoming  ascents  by  graduation. 

It  is  very  readily  admitted  that  the  first  cost  of  a  plate 
rail  road  in  Pennsylvania,  on  which  a  horse  will  exert 
nearly  the  same  useful  effect  as  on  the  best  constructed, 
tail  roads  of  England,  will  require  in  general  a  much 
smaller  investment  of  capital,  and  notwithstanding  the 
necessity  of  more  frequent  repairs,  would  be  justified 
by  a  trade  proportionally  smaller.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  nothing  in  this  circumstance  which 
will  authorize  9.  very  material*  deviation  from  the  princi- 


*  A  very  ■material  deviation.  Undoubtedly  deviations 
impf.iring  in  some  degree  the  value  of  an  improvement 
are  allowable  where  the  cost  of  the  improvement  is  di- 
minished, but  these  deviations,  as  will  be  seen,  must  be 
slight,  or  the  objects  of  the  improvement  in  a  great  de- 
gree lost.'  ■ 
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pies  adopted  by  the  most  disting-uislied  British  eiig-ineers 
in  the  plan  and  location  of  such  works. 

AVith  them  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  .is  to 
the  relative  cost  of  transportation  by  locomotive  engines 
and  by  horses,  and  the  problem  is  com|5licated  by  the 
necessity  of  incurring;  an  increased  expense  in  the  con- 
struction of  rail-ways  on  which  locomotive  machinery  is 
proposed.  There  is,  however,  and  ought  to  be,  but 
one  opinion  as  respects  graduation. 

This  is,  that  if  horse  power  is  to  be  employed,  that 
graduation  should  be  adopted  on  a  rail  road  as  nearly  as 
practicable,  which  is  best  suited  to  the  Anticipated 
trade;  or  in  other  words,  which  will  rendisr  necessary 
the  same  number  of  horses  to  transport  each  way,  with 
equal  facility,  the  anticipated  tonnage.  If  any  facility 
beyond  this  point  is  afforded  in  one  direction,  it  neces- 
sarily, and  to  the  same  extent,  operates  as  a  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  transportation  in  the  opposite  direction. 

On  the  Stockton  and  Darlington  rail-way,  it  has  been 
found  by  experiments  with  the  Dynamometer,  that  a  de- 
scent of  one-eighth  of  an  inch  per  running  yard,  or  of 
eighteen  feet  per  mile,  is  that  on  which  it  requires  the 
same  muscular  effort  of  a  horse  to  descend  at  a  given 
rate  with  loaded  wagons,  or  to  return  with  empty.  The 
wagons  in  these  experiments  were  reduced  to  their  mini- 
mum weight,  and  constituted  about  twenty-five  per 
centum  of  the  whole  load.  This  of  course  forms  the 
extreme  point  of  advisable  graduation  in  a  rail-road.  As 
the  inequality  between  the  ascending  and  descending 
traffic  of  a  rail  road  becomes  diminished,  the  road-way 
should  in  the  same  ratio  approach  to  a  level. 

It  will  be  agreed  that  the  extent  to  which  rail  roads 
could  be  introduced  in  most  countries  would  be  but 
small,  were  the  ascent  they  could  overcome,  limited  by 
the  graduation  which  would  accord  with  these  positions; 
and  the  ground  over  which  they  could  be  located, 
would  be  in  general  that  on  which  a  canal  would  be 
preferable.  Accordingly  public  attention  had  been  but 
very  little  drawn  to  them  in  England  until  within  a  few 
years  past.  The  application  of  locomotive  machinery 
in  the  beautiful  experiment  of  the  Stockton  and  Darling- 
ton rail-way,  and  the  introduction  of  inclined  planes  and 
stationary  power  on  other  lines  of  rail-way,  have  enlarged 
the  scope  and  capability  of  rail-ways  to  a  degree  which 
some  years  since  could  not  have  been  predicted  without 
incurring  the  reproach  of  an  overshare  of  enthusiasm,  (a) 


(a)  The  expenslyeness  of  horse  power  for  raising 
trains  of  wagons  on- the  inclined  planes  of  rail-ways,  may 
be  appreciated  by  the  reflection,  that  if  one  pouiid  sus- 
pended over  a  sheave  will  keep  in  motion  two  hundred 
pounds  whdn  started,  on  a  level  rail  road;  a  horse  can 
with  equal  facility  draw  two  hundred  pounds,  or  i-alse 
one:  or  what  is  in  other  words  the  same  proposition;  that 
as  great  ah  expenditure  of  power  is  required  to  raise  a 
given  tonnage  one  mile,  as  to  transport  it  two  hundred 
miles. 

Fixed  steam  engines,  where  a  trade  is  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify powerful  machinery,  and  to  keep  it  constantly  em- 
ployed, diminish  in  a  very  large  proportion,  the  cost  of 
overcoming  ascents.  Was  the  business  of  a  rail  road 
considerable  enough,  they  would  likewise  present  a  far 
cheaper  power  than  either  locomotive  engines  or  horses, 
for  overcoming  the  resistance  produced  by  friction.  In 
but  one  Instance,  however,  that  of  the  Hetton  Colliery 
rail-way,  have  they  been  recommended  exclusively  of 
other  power,  by  considerations  of  economy.  The  enor- 
mous bu  siness  of  this  rail  road,  and  the  regularity  to 
which  Ithas  been  found  possible  to  reduce  it,  render 
them  for  every  service  on  the  line,  tho  most  economical, 
and  on  other  considerations,  the  most  advl.sable  power. 

A  very  different  case  is  presented  on  a  rail-way,  on 
which  the  trade  would  be  but  limited  and  uncertain. — 
For  the  inclined  planes  of  such  a  road,  fixed  engines 
would  be  smaller — of  course  their  attendance  more  ex- 
pensive in  proportion,  than  that  of  larger  engines — and 


It  is  to  these  aids,  to  the  cheapness  of  stationary  power, 
where  a  business  of  considerable  extent  can  be  com- 
manded, and  to  the  capability  which  locomotive  engines 
possess  within  certain  degrees  of  graduation,  of  being 
made  to  produce,  at  all  times,  their  maximum  of  useful 
effect,  either  in  power  or  in  velocity,  that  the  rail  road 
system  ,  must  look  for  the  largest  development  of  its  ad- 
vantages and  resources.  That  it  never  can  be  advan- 
tageous to  overcome  considerable  ascents  by  graduated 
rail  roads,  on  which  horse  power  is  proposed,  tlie  follow- 
ing considerations  abundantly  prove. 

The  fprce  exerted  by  a  horse  transporting  a  weight  on 
a  common  road  in  overcoming  an  ascent,  is  of  two 
kinds;  that  necessary  to  overcome  the  friction  of  the 
road-way,  and  that  expended  in  lifting  his  load.  It  is 
only  in  economising  the  first  of  these  forces,  that  the 
rail-way  is  made  a  labour-saving  machine.  The  last 
must  always  remain  the  same  on  an  inclined  plane  of 
every  kind,  and  continues  a  fixed  quantity  at  the  same 
angle  of  ascent  on  a  country  road,  a  McAdamized  turn- 
pike, or  the  most  perfectly  constructed  rail  road. 

Though  therefore  in  the  case  of  a  level  turnpike,  its 
substitution  by  a  rail-way  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
power  requisite  to  produce  a  given  effect  to  the  tenth 
or  twelfth  part  of  what  was  previously  required,  yet  the 
result  arrived  at  is  widely  different,  if  an  ascent  be  ad- 
mitted in  the  rail-way,  which  would  be  scarcely  sensible 
in  a  turnpike,  and  at  any  rate  be  attended  with  no  se- 
rious disadvantage.  The  important  bearing  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  its  susceptibility  of  being  settled  with  pre- 
cisian, will  form  an  excuse  for  some  further  investigation. 

Differences  of  opinion  are  entertained  among  profes- 
sional men  as  to  the  power  of  a  horse.  The  standard 
fixed  by  Mr.  Watt,  in  his  estimates  of  steam  power  is- 
certainly  too  high,  and  while  some  late  writers  have  es- 
timated the  power  of  a  good  horse  travelling  eight 
hours  per  day  at  the  rate  of  SA  miles  per  hour,  as  equal 
to  raising  125  pounds  suspended  oyer  a  pulley,  others 
have  reduced  his  power  of  traction  to  112  pounds. — 
However  this  may  be,  the  experiments  of  Messrs.  Wood 
&  Stephenson,  with  the  Dynamometer,  have  ascertained 
with  certainty  the  force  requisite  to  overcome  frictiort 
on  well  constructed  rail  roads.  The  conclusion  at 
which  they  have  arrived  after  a  series  of  well  conducted! 
experiments,  under  favourable  circumstances,  but  such 
as  are  attainable  in  practice,  is — that  one  pound  suspend- 
ed over  a  pulley  will  keep  in  motion  200  pounds  on  a 
level  rail-way. 

This  fact  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  determine  the  pre- 
cise diminution  of  useful  effect  in  forces  of  any  kind, 
exerted  on  inclined  planes,  compared  with  that  pro- 
duced on  levels.  To  ascertain  the  precise  weight  which 
can  be  kept  in  equilibrio  on  a  plane,  by  a  given  weight 
suspended  over  a  pulley,  we  have  only  to  multiply  this 

they  must  be  kept  in  readiness  to  raise  trains  of  wagons, 
at  an  annual  expense  not  a  great  deal  less  than  would  be 
required  to  keep  them  constantly  at  work.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  toll  at  lifts  to  indemnify  the 
proprietors  of  the  rail-way,  must  on  a  ton  of  property  be 
nearly  in  an  inverse  ratio  with  the  business  of  the  road. 
Locomotive  engines  in  this  case  will  generally  consti- 
'   tute  the  most  advisable  power,  provided  the  ascent  and 
descent  of  the  rail-way  can  be  overcome  by  such  a  rise 
and  fall  per  mile  as  will  admit  of  the  engine  urging  on 
its  load  by  the  mere  adhesion  of  its  wheels.  A  consider- 
'  able  deduction,  it  is  true,  is  to  be  made  from  their  use- 
ful effect  on  account  of  the  weight  of  the  engine  itself. 
I   But  this  is  found  to  be  more  than  countei  balanced  by 
•   the  expense  of  attendance,  and  of  dormant  power  in  fix- 
,    ed  engines  not  steadily  employed;  and  comp.ired  with 
horse  power  they  not  only  present  a  great  gain  in  point 
1    of  economy,  but  the  important  advantage  of  exerting  at 
■    all  times  their  full  force,  on  the  steeper  parts  of  the  road 
i   in  overcoming  its  greater  inclination,  on  more  gentle 
-  ascents,  or  on  descents,  in  urging  forward  the  load  with 
I  Increased  velocity. 
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weig-ht  into  the  length  of  the  plane,  and  to  divide  by  its 
height,  or  in  otlier  woi'ds,  to  multiply  the  weig-ht  by  the 
distance  in  feet  in  which  the  plane  rises  one  foot.  If  we 
then  ascertain  by  a  common  proportion  the  additional 
weig-ht  which  must  be  suspended  in  order  to  overcome 
the  friction  of  this  ascertained  amount,  we  have  at  once 
the  whole  power  required  to  produce  a  g-iven  effect  - 

For  example,  on  a  plane  rising-  one  foot  in  one  hun- 
dred, or  52.8  feet  per  mile,  112  pounds,  suspended  over 
a  pulley  ^vill  keep  in  equilibrio  11,200  pounds,  or  five 
tons.  To  overcome  the  resistance  produced  by  the 
friction  of  this  quantity  would  require  (supposing-  it  the 
same  on  a  level  rail-way  or  an  inclined  plane, )  1-200 
part  of  the  amount,  or  56  pounds  more.  The  whole 
weight  necessary  to  be  suspended  would  be  168  pounds, 
and  the  useful  effect  of  one  pound  would  be  equal  to 
overcome  the  resistance  of  66.  2-3  pounds,  that  is  to  say 
one-third  of  that  produced  oil  a  level  rail-way. 

The  following  table  will  present  the  useful  effect  of  a 
pound  weight  suspended  over  a  pulley  in  overcoming 
resistance  on  rail  roads  at  different  angles  of  inclination 
deduced  from  the  foregoing  reasoning:  a  glance  at  it 
will  show  the  rapid  diminution  of  useful  effect  at  every 
increase  of  velocity. 


.  Distance 
in  feet  in 

Useful  effect 

TJseful  effect 

Useful 

which  a 

Rise  pr. 

of  one  pound 

of  a  horse 

effect  of 

rail-way 

mile. 

suspended 

supposing  his 

a  horse 

rises  one 

over  a  pulley 

power  112 

in  tons. 

foot. 

lbs.  in  pounds. 

1000 

5.28 

166.67 

18.667 

8.33 

900 

5.87 

163.64 

18.327 

8.18 

800 

6. 60 

160.00 

17.920 

8.00 

7m 

7.54 

155.56 

17.422 

7.78 

600 

8.80 

150.00 

-     16  800 

7.50 

500 

10.56 

142.86 

16.000 

7-14 

400 

13.20 

133 .33 

14.933 

6.67 

300 

ir.eo 

-  120.00 

13,440  . 

6.00 

200 

26.40 

100.00 

11.200 

5.00 

100 

52.80 

66.67 

7.467 

i  .60 

88.00 

46.15 

5.169 

2.31 

The  allowance  for  horse  power  given  in  the  preceding 
fable  may  possibly  be  supposed  too  small,  whilst  it  will 
in  general  be  deemed  qviite  sufficient.  It  may  however 
be  a  matter  of  some  doubt  whether  on  such  rail  roads 
as  it  will  be  for  a  long  time  advantageous  to  construct  in 
Pennsylvania,  (wooden  rails  plated  with  iron  bars,)  as 
large  a  proportion  of  useful  effect  may  be  anticipated, 
as  on  the  cast  and  wrought  iron  railways  of  England. 
The  following- formula  presenting  a  more  abstract  view 
of  the  subject  is  thei-efore  subjoined. 
Supposing  D  the  distance  in  which  a  railway  rises  1 
foot. 

H  the  power  of  a  horse,  or  number  of  pounds 
he  can  raise,  travelling  2f  miles  |)er  hour. 
T  the  number  of  pounds  he  can  draw  when 
travelling  at  the  same  speed. 
DH3 


Then       H-fDH2=  the  performance  of  a  horse.  ^ 


T 

A  comp;u-lson  of  the  results  of  this  formula  with  those 
given  in  the  last  column  of  the  preceding-  table  will 
serve  to  establlsU  its  correctness. 

It  must  be  observed  that  the  preceding  reasoning  does 
not  apply- to  the  case  of  an  undulating  railway,  or  one 
of  sliort  as  well  as  slight  ascents  and  descents.  On  such 
a  railway  the  greater  occasional  efforts  of  the  horse  are 
compensated  by  his  alternations  of  light  labour,  and  the 
advantage  of  bringing  into  play  new  muscles,  balances" 
the  injurious  effects  arising  from  his  being  occasionally 
overloaded. 


It  may  be  worth  while  to  add  before  leaving  this  siib- 
ject,  that  experience,  in  the  only  case  in  our  country  in- 
which  It  has  been  attempted  to  overcome  considerable 
ascents  by  graduations,  is  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  foregoing  views.  The  railway  of  the  Lehigh  com-' 
pany  at  Mauch  Chunk,  overcomes  a  rise  of  767  feet  in 
eight  and  a  quarter  miles,  averaging  about  one  degree 
of  acclivity  per  mile,  I  was  informecl  by  the  intelligent 
gentleman  to  whom  the  affairs  of  the  company  are  in'.' 
trusted,  that  the  fair  performance  of  three  mules  is  to 
transport  up  -the  plane  seven  empty  wagons,  weighing 
about  1450  pounds  each,  or  making  an  aggregate  of 
4^  tons,  each  set  of  mules  making  2j  trips  per  day. — 
Two  very  strong  horses  he  thought  would  be  equal  to 
the  same  task  which  would  give  2:^  tons  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  each  horse.  This  is  less  than  the  useful  effect 
of  an  average  horse  given  in  case  10th  of  the  preceding 
table.  The  difference  may  be  ascribed  to  the  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  the  rise  of  the  plane,  &  some  other  disadvan- 
tages. Constructed  as  the  Mauch  Chunk  railway  was 
for  a  trade  altogether  descending,  motives  of  economy 
might  have  recommended  this  large  declivity.  In  a  rail- 
way, however,  intended  for  a  promiscuous  commei-ce, 
enough. has  been  said  to  show  that  such  a  location  would 
promise  and  perform  but  little. 

-  Under  these  views,  it  has  been  deemed  important  to 
conduct  the  examinations  with  a  view  to  rail  roads,  in- 
such  a  manner  as  to  ascertain  with  certainty, 

1st.  The  least  possible  elevation  necessarily  to  be 
overcome  between  the  points  specified  in  instructions 
as  points  of  termination. 

2d.  Where  horse  power  alone  could  be  employed. 
The  least  ascent  per  mile  necessarily  to  be  overcome 
by  graduation  between theSusquehanna and  the  dividing 
ground,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  direction  of  greatest  trans- 
portalion. 

The  survey  first  to  be  attended  to,  was  "that  from  ' 
some  point  on  the  Schuylkill  canal  to  a  point  or  points 
on  the  Susqueh-anna  riverj  between  Cattawissa  and  Sun- 
bury,  with  a  view  of  connexion  of  these  points  by  a  rail 
road." 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  connexion  arise  from 
the  depth,  and  direction  of  tlie  valleys  of  the  Mahanoy 
and  Little  Mahanoy.  Heading  with  the  most  easterly 
branch  of  the  Schuylkill,  the  first  of  these  streams  pur- 
sues a  general  course  of  S  11°  VV,  and  in  consequence 
crosses  a  tolerably  direct  line  from  the  head  of  the: 
Schuylkill  navigation  to  a  point  within  the  range  ad- 
mitted by  the  law,  nearly  at  right  angles.  The  Little 
Mahanoy  has  a  shorter  course,  but  the  same  direc'cion, 
and  at  their  junction  these  streams  present  a  gulf  700 
feet  lo\yer  than  the  most  depressed  point  of  the  Broad 
mountain.  Formidable  as  is  the  obstacle  thus  presented 
in  the  way  of  a  rail-road,  it  nevertheless  appeared  that 
this  was  the  most  favourable  point  for  crossing-  the  Ma- 
hanoy valley.  A  line  crossing  lower  would  of  course 
have  to  pass  over  a  point  slill  more  depressed,  and  one 
crossing  higlier  must  necessarily  traverse  two  valleys  in- 
stead of  one,  and  an  intervening  ridge,  unless  traced 
around  the  sources  of  the  lesser  stream.  It  was  discov-  . 
ered  also  on  a  survey  and  level  of  the  Broad  mountain, 
that  its  mo,st  depressed  points  were  in  the  neighbourhootJ 
of  the  forks  of  the  stream,  and  the  same  fact  was  so  evi- 
dent on  a  view  of  the  Mahanoy  mountain,  or  the  ridge 
dividing  the  tributaries  of  the  Mahanoy  and  those  of 
Roarl'^g  creek  and  Shamokin,  that  it  was  deemed  un- 
necessary to  establish  the  precise  difference  with  instru- 
ments. 

Lines  accordingly  were  traced  from  dam  No.  I,  of  the 
Schu3'lkill  navigation,  across  e.'ich  of  the  most  depressed 
points  of  the  Broad  mountain,  to  the  forks  of  the  Maha- 
noy. The  first  of  these  lines  passes  through  the  borough- 
of  Pottsville,  ascends  the  valley  of  Norwegian  creek  to 
station  No.  54,  three  miles  and  seventy-three  and  a  half 
chains  from  our  point  of  commencement,  and  there  rises, 
by  an  inclined  plane  108  feet  of  perpendicular  elevation; 
to  a  depressed  point  in  the  ridge  between  Norwegias^^ 
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creek  and  the  west  branch  of  Schuylkill.  From  this 
point  the  line  rises  eight  feet  per  mile  to  the  foot  of  the 
Broad  mountain,  Avhich  is  ascended  by  a  series  of  in- 
clined planes  and  g-raduated  I'oadway  to  the  summit.  At 
this  point  we  are  elevated  950  feet  above  our  point  of 
commencement,  and  750  feet  above  the  forks  of  Maha- 
noy.  From  the  summit  to  the  forks  the  descent;  is  ef^ 
fected  down  the  valley  of  Rattling'  run,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  ascent  of  the  Broad  mountain,  by  inclined 
planes  and  short  intervening  stages  of  graduated  road- 
way. 

The  second  line  to  the  forks  of  Mahanoy  diverges 
from  the  one  above  described  at  station  No.  18,  imme- 
diately beyond  the  borough  of  Fottsville.  This  liiie 
might  perhaps  have  been  most  advantageously  commen- 
ced, near  the  furnace  of  Mr,  Pott,  but  it  was  not  deemed 
essential  in  a  preiiminary  trace  to  fix  with  precision  Its  . 
point  of  commencement.  Passing  up  the  east  branch 
of  Norwegian  creek  to  station  No.  8,  thirty  rods  below 
the  North  American  company's  coal  mine,  it  licre  rises 
by  an  inclined  plane  110  feet  to  the  level  of  a  depressed 
point  in  the  dividing  ridge  between  this  branch  of  Nor- 
wegian and  mill  creek.  Afterwards  passing  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  last  named  stream,  it  attains  the  most  depress- 
ed point  of  the  Broad  mountain,  at  an  elevation  of  nine 
liundred  feet  above  our  base,  near  James  Stephens',  in  a 
distance  of  six  miles  and  thirty-five  chains  farther.  The 
whole  distance  being  overcome  by  foxu-  inclined  planes, 
affording  an  aggregate  lift  of  605  feet,  ami  something 
less  than  six  miles  of  graduated  rail-way,  rising  from  ten 
to  twenty  feet  per  mile.  From  letter  C,  or  our  summit 
at  this  point,  the  line  is  traced  along  the  northern  slope 
of  the  Broad  mountain  to  a  bridge  15  feet  high  at  the 
forks  of  the  Mahanoy,  descending  by  inclined  planes 
485  feet,  and  200  feet  more  by  a  graduation  of  30  feet 
per  mile. 

From  dam  No.  1  to  the  forks  of  the  Maliano_v,  the 
whole  distance  by  the  1st,  or  westerly  line,  is  I'i  miles 
and  77h.  chainsi  by  the  2d,  or  easterly  line,  the  distance 
is  16  miles  and  42  chains.  The  difference  in  distance  3 
miles  44J  chains,  is  counterbalanced  by  important  ad- 
vantages in  the  easterly  line.  This  last  line  can  be  more 
advantageously  graded,  and  its  summit  is  fifty  feet  more 
depressed  than  that  of  the  first  or  westerly  line,  and 
more  depressed  than  any  other  ])art  of  the  flroad  moun- 
tain between  the  Little  Schuylkill  river  and  the  head  of 
Mahantango  creek.  A  more_  material  recommendation 
of  this  line  is  tlic  extensive  accommodation  it  will  afford' 
to  an  abundant  coal  district.  The  veins  of  coal  which 
are  broken  by  the  Mill  creek,  and  which  would  be  ge- 
nerally accommodated  by  it,  are  represented  asthe  most 
yaluable  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  Carbon,  and 
tile  point  at  which  this  line  crosses  the  Broad  mountain, 
is  believed  to  be  the  only  one  by  which  the  valuable  bo- 
dies of  coal  between  the  head  of  the  Mahanoy  and  its 
tributary  the  Shenado,  could  be  commanded. 

From  the  forks  of  MabanoVvt'ie  only  feasible  route 
to  the  Susquehannn,.  M'ould  be  in  a  great  degree  by  the 
valley  of  the  Shamokin.  Rising  by  three  inclined  planes, 
to  the  most  depressed  ground  iaetween  the  Slahanoy  and 
the  Shamokin,  at  an  elevation  of  460  feet  above  the  forks 
of  Mahanoy,  the  line  Vvas  afterwards  carried  along  the 
valley  of  this  stream,  17  miles  and  744  chains  to  No.  628, 
,-  falling  in  this  distance  by  three  inclined  planes  290  feet, 
and  393  feet  by  a  graduation  varying'accoidlng  to  locali- 
ties between  10  and  30  fcet  per  mile.  From  this  sta- 
tion (near  the  Shamokin  meeting  house)  two  lines 
were  traced  to  the  Susquehanna.  The  first,  five  miles 
and  nine  chains  long,  ascends  the  Shamokin  ridg-e  by 
two  inclined  planes  to  the  proposed  summit,  near  the 
school  house,  elevated  287  feet  above  No.  628,  and 

-  thence  descends  by  a  continued  inclined  plme,  to  the 
river  at  Jolm  Boyd''s  mills.  The  second  line  10  niilc  s  and 
62  chains-long,  passes  along  the  Shamokin  vallej'  on  the 
north  side  of  the  stream  to  Sunbmy,  falling  in  tlie  whole, 

_   distance  112  feet  or  between  ten  and  eleven  feet  per 
mile,    tt  was  deemed  pi-oper  to  can-y  the  first  line  down 
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the  Susquehanna,  as  far  as  the  Danville  bridge,  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  facilities  or  difficulties  would  present 
themselves  in  the  way  of  a  connexion  with  this  town. 

Extensive  parallel  surveys  and  examinations,  were 
made  at  different  points,  in  determining  on  the  trace 
above  described.  These  resulted  in  the  conviction,  that 
no  other  lines  crossing  the  Mahanoy  valley  were  worthy 
of  consideration,  besides  those  a  sketch  of  which  has 
been  briefly  given  above.  The  results  arrived  at  were, 
however,  far  from  satisfactor}',  and  it  was  resolved  to 
trace  a  line  around  the  sources  of  the  Lesser  Mahanoy 
and  Mahanoy  creeks,  to  the  head  of  the  Cattawissa,  and 
thence  down  this  stream,  to  ascertain  how  far  sufch  a  line 
might  avoid  the  objections  in  those  traced. 

The  experimental  lines  which  were  accordingly  tra- 
ced, resultedin  thecertaint}',  thatfrom  summit  C.  before 
mentioned  as  the  most  depressed  point  of  the  Broad 
Mountain,  a  railway  is  practicable  along  the  Northern 
slope  of  that  mountain,  rising  from  ten  to  twenty  feet 
per  mile  to  the  head  of  the  JJahanoy  creek,  and  the  di- 
viding ground  between  this  stream  and  the  Little  Schnyl- 
klUi from  this  point  a  railway  wo\dd  be  carried  perfectly 
level  to  the  most  depressed  point  in  the  dividing  ground, 
between  the  Little  Schuylkill  and  the  south  branch  of 
Cattawis'a.  Here  it  must  descend  600  fcet  by  inclined 
planes  in  something  less  than  four  miles,  after  which  it 
would  be  carried  on  a  descent, -commencin,:^  at  27^  feet 
per  mile  and  gradually- diminishing  to  13  feet  per  mile 
at  the  end  of  nineteen  miles  farther;  thence  to  the  town 
of  Catawissa,  a,  railway  ■.nig-ht  h.ave  a  nearly  uniform  de- 
scent of  13  feet  per  mile. 

Summarij  of  Preceding  Lines-. 

The  whole  length  of  a  line  commencing  at  dam  No.  1, 
of  the  Schuylkill  navigation,  crossing-  the  Broad  moun- 
tain at  the  head  of  Rattling  run,  the  Mahanoy  at  the 
forks,  and  ending  at  Sunbury,  is  46  miles  253  chains. 

That  of  a  line  crossing  the  Broad  mountain  at  summit 
C.  and  passing  thence  along  the  northern  slope  of  the 
same  to  the  forks  of  Mahanoy,  and  thence  as  preceding 
line  to  Sunbnrj',  is  49  miles  70  chains. 

That  of  last  described  line  terminating  at  Catawissa^ 
is  58  miles  13  chains. 

It  remains  to. compare  this  last  line  with  the  most  ad- 
vantageous trace  which  would  cross  at  the  forks  of  the 
Mahanoy.  This  is  believed  to  be  decidedlj'  that  cross- 
ing the  Broad  Mountain  at  summit  C.  of  course  so  far 
corresponding  with  the  line  to  Catawissa.  It  will  be 
useless  then,  in  a;  comparative  view,  to  go  farther  back 
tlian  this  point. 

1st.  As  to  elevation  to  be  overcome.  This  between 
letter  C.  and  the  summit  of  the  Catawissa  line,  is  151, 
49  feet.  Bet\Veen  letter  C.  and  the  culminating  point, 
beyond  which  a  line  falls  to  Sunbury,  is  445,7  feet;  ma- 
king a  difference  to  trains  of  wagons 'f^oing  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna of  294,21  .(n  f  ivour  of  the  Catawissa  route. — 
To  produce  going  from  tiie  Susquehanna  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill, this  difference  would  be  increased,  by  the  differ- 
ence in  elevation  between  the  surface  of  the  North 
Branch  canal,  opposite'  Catawissa,  and  that  of  the  pool 
at  Sunbui'}',  or  by  about  36  feet. 

2d.  As  to  graduation.  The  Catawissa  route  in  being 
adapted  to  locomotive  eng-incs,  appears  to  present  itself 
on  vei'y  favourable  ground.  But  for  a  railroad  which 
would  be  a  common  lilghway,  and  on  which  horse  pow- 
er would  be  employed^  its  advantages  in  this  respect 
would  not  co\u'\tcrbalance  its  increased  length. 

The  merits  of  a  line  terminating  at  or  near  Danville, 
have  been  left  out  in  the  precedin.g  comparison.  Such 
a  line  would  not  be  as  advisable  for  a  public  highway  as 
.the  one  ter(ninatlng''  at  Bunbur\',  in  cor.sequence  of 
the  amount  of  stationary  power  nhich  would  in  this 
case  be  required  on  each  side  of  the  Shamokin  hill. — 
But  were  a  line  of  railway  executed  to  Sunbury,  it 
might  be  advisable  to  construct  a  single  railway  to  the 
North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river  at  or  near  Dan- 
I  ville,  on  which  transportatioti  should  be  effected  by  in- 
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dividuals  or  a  company.  The  business  of  the  road  mig-ht 
in  this  case  be  so  arranged,  as  that  trains  of  wag-ons 
Should  be  in  readiness  to  leave  the  Susquehanna  at  the 
time  that  returning- trains  would  reach  the  foot  of  the 
Shamokin  hill  The  horses  mig'ht  be  there  unhitched, 
employed  to  draw  up  to  the  School-house  summit  in  two 
loads,  wag-nns  g'oing-  to  the  Schuylkill,  and  these  last  in 
descending-  into  the  Shamokin  valley  be  made  to  lift  up 
returning-  trains.  Tlie  horses  would  then  proceed  with 
the  trains  g-oing  to  the  Schuylkill  whilst  those  i-eturning- 
to  the  Susquehanna  woidd  run  down  to  the  river  by 
their  own  g-ravity  on  a  continued  inclined  plane.  The 
•saving-  in  distance  by  this  branch  to  so  much  of  the  trade 
of  the  North  Branch  canal,  as  might  be  arrested  hy  the 
railway  where  it  first  touched  the  rivei-,  would  be  about 
18  miles. 

It  remains  to  consider  the  Catawissa  valley  in  its  most 
intei-esting-  aspect,  not  only  as  a  line  of  communication 
-.with  the  head  of  the  Schuylkill  navigation,  but  as  pi-e- 
senting- in  connection  with  the  Little  Schuylkill  the  most 
direct  feasible  route  (rom  the  North  Bi-anch  of- Susque- 
hanna to  Philadelphia,  and  by  wa^^  of  Quakake  valley  a 
very  direct  route  to  the  Lehigh.    Examinations  were 
made  of  these  branches  (mly  so  far  as  to  settle  the  g-ene- 
,,  ral  question  of  practicability.    It  having  been  intended 
to  return  to  them,  in  the  event  of  completing  in  time 
other  siu-veys  which  were  deemed  more  impoi  tant.  It 
would  require  a  more,  complete  examination  than  was 
made,  and  statistical  facts  of  which  I  am  not  in  posses- 
sion to  determine  how  far  a  railwa}'  along  the  Catawissa 
'.  valley  with  bi-anches  as  suggested  from  its  sumiTiit,  would 
■  be  jiistificd  by  the  business  it  would  command.  'I'hat 
>  such  a  raihva}-  woidd  command  a  very  considerable  ti-ade, 
and  a  more  extensive  and  varied  business  than  any  other 
line  of  railway  between  the  North  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna ancl  the  Delaware  there  is  no  doubt. 

By  its  branches  it  would  accommodate  mucli  of  the 
anthracite  district  on  the  Lehigh,  the  whole  of  that  on 
the  Little  Schnylkiil.  the  Mill  creek  and  the  Mahanoy. 
By  the  same  branches  supplies  of  provisions  would  be 
most  conveniently  and  cheaply  furnished  from  the  fertile 
country  on  the  Susquehanna  to  the  mining  districts  on 
the  w.aters  of  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill.  Produce, 
which  it  wotdd  be  an  object  to  transport  quickly  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  greater  part  of  the  returning  mer- 
chandize, would  pi-obably  be  conveyed  by  the  Catawissa 
valley,  and  in  the  event  of  a  tempoiary  interruption  in. 
the  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna  division  of  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  this  line  of  railway  by  offering  in  such  a 
contingency  both  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  canals, 
would  present  a  most  valuable  resource  to  the  trade  of 
the  Nortii  and  West  branches. 

It  sliould  be  observed  befoi-e  lea\  ingthis  subject,  that 
the  execution  of  a  line  of  rail  road  alon.g  the  Catawissa 
creek,  need  not  involve  the  execution  of  more  than  one 
of  its  bi-anches  in  the  first  instance,  and  th.at  this,  rail 
road  might  be  for  the  greater  part  of  its  length  a  single 
rail  road.  If  transportation  was  effected  by  locomotive 
engines,  this  would  be  equal  to  an}'  bu.siness  which  could 
for  some  time  reasonably  be  anticipated,  and  by  placing 
transportation,  as  in  this  case  it  should  be  placed,  in  the 
hands  of  a  company,  it  would  be  easj' so  to  regulate  the 
business  of  the  road,  as  to  avoid  the  meeting  of  trains 
of  wagons  except  at  fixed  crossing  places. 

From  the  Catawissa  and  Little  Schuylkill  summit,  a 
line  of  levels  was  ,  carried,  and  a  critical  examination 
made  along  the  wh.de  of  the  dividing  groiuid  between 
the  North  I5i-anch  of  Susquehanna,  and  the  Lehigh,  as 
far  north  as  the  W'ilkesbarre  and  Easton  turnpike;  and 
more  minute  examinations  made  in  relation  to  two  lines 
of  railway  which  have  been  propo.sed,  tlie  one  by  way 
of  Black  creek  and  Little  Schn3-lki!l,  and  the  other  be- 
tween Wilkesbarre  and  the  Lehigh.  Each  of  the  ppo- 
posed  hnes  presents  very  great  difficulties.  An  eleva- 
tion of  1829  feet  above  tide  in  tiie  one  case,  and  18o4 
feet  in  the  other,  must  be  overcome.  Neither  of  the 
routes  admits  of  an  advantageous  profile,  and  eacii  would 


be  very  circuitous  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  a  di.- 
rect  line  between  its  points  of  termination. 

The  next  in  order  of  field  dvities  performed,  was  an 
examination  of  a  route  by  the  way  of  the  Nescopeck 
and  Lehigh  with  a  view  both  to  a  canal  and  rail  way, 

A  full  examination  of  the  whole  dividing  country 
between  the  North  branch  of  the  S-usquehanna  and  the 
tributaries  of  the  Delaware,  commencing  at  the  heact 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  continued  as  far  north  as  the 
sources  of  the  Lehigh,  is  conclusive  of  what  had  been 
before  believed,  that  no  route  presents  facilities  for  the 
construction  of  a  canal  deserving-  of  consideration  witli 
the  exception  of  the  valley  of  the  Nescopeck.  One 
bi-anch  of  this  stream  heads  within  two  miles  of  the  Le- 
high, at  the  point  where  the  Lehigh  affords  a  sufficient 
volume  of  water  at  all  seasons,  for  a  lock  and  dam  na- 
vigation. Our  examinations  were  commenced  at  the 
most  depressed  point  between  the  two  stream.s,  and  di- 
rected in  the  first  instance  to  ascertaining;  what  supply 
of  water  could  be  commanded  on  a  summit  level. 

Assuming  for  our  base  a  level  14  feet  lower,  a  lins 
was  traced  up  the  valley  of  Wright's  creek  until  the  sur- 
face water  of  this  stream  was  cut  by  it;  thence  across  the 
gently  sloping  country  which  .separates  Wright's  creek 
and  Pine  run,  and  crossing  this  stream  was  traced  around 
the  bluflTs  of  tlie  Lehigh,  and  up  the  valley  of  Bear 
creek  to  a  point  at  which  this  last  stream  can  be  conve- 
niently taken  in.  These  streams  were  guaged  above 
the  points  where  they  were  intersected,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  said  to  be  very  low,  and  at  j)oihts  which  ad- 
mitted of  a  satisfactory  measurement  of  their  volume. 
They  were  found  to  furnish. 

Wright's  creek,  per  minute  407.5  cubit  feet. 

201.3 


pine  run,  per 


do 


Bear  creek  per  do 


I425.a 


On  an  aggregate  supply  of  2034.1 
This  handsome  supply  of  water,  with  the  certainty 
that  it  could  be  materially  increased  by  the  construc- 
tion of  reservoirs  on  Bear  creek,  (for  which  very  fa- 
vourable situations  present  themselves,)  and  that  the 
whole  volume  of  the  Lehigh  mig-ht  be  commanded  by 
a  continuation  of  the  feeder  line,  placed  the  subject  of 
an  adequate  supfjly  of  water  at  rest,  and  returning  to 
BM.  S.  1.  our  point  of  beginning,  the  survey  of  a  line 
of  canal  was  commenced. 

A  line  was  traced  from  BM.  S.  1.  along  the  valley  of 
Wright's  creek  to  the  Lehigb,  and  from  the  same  point 
along  the  valley  of  the  Nescopeck  to  a  point  of  junetion 
with  the  North  branch  canal  96  feet  below  the  bridge 
at  Berwick.  The  distance  from  S.  1.  to  tlie  Lehigh  is 
2.23  miles,  and  descent  209.217  feet.  Eroni  S.  1.  to 
the  Noith  branch  canal,  the  distance  is  35,05  miles,  and 
descent  829.284  feet,  making  the  whole  length  of  canal 
traced  37.28  miles,  and  the  whole  fall  to  be  overcome 
botli  w.ays  1038.501  feet. 

The  survey  made  was  altogether  topographical,  with- 
ont  any  .assumption  of  base  lines,  which  with  the  limi- 
ted knowledge  pi-eviously  possessed  of  the  country, 
must  generally  have  varied  from  that  which  would 
prove  most  advisable,  and  have  been  uiuiecessarily  em- 
barrassing. A  review  of  the  field  notes,  topographical 
sketches  and  slopes  of  ground,  presents  the  following 
as  the  most  advisable  profile  of  a  carial. 

The  summit  should  be  reduced  70  feet  by  means  of 
a  tunnel  of  175  poles  in  length,  and  a  deep  cut  for 
a  short  distance  at  each  end.  The  Lehigh  may  in  this 
case  be  commanded  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek  by  a 
dam  12  feet  high,  and  a  feeder  not  exceeding  5.12 
miles  in  length.  The  fall  still  to  be  overcome  to  the 
Lehigh  is  139.217  feet,  and  the  descent  to  the  North 
branch  canal' 759 .284  feet.  The  descent  to  the  Lehigh 
would  be  effected  by  locks  of  ten  feet  lift  with  inter- 
vening basins.  At  one  point,  however,  (the  falls  of 
AV right's  creek)  three  ten  foot  locks  luust  be  com- 
bined, (of  course  double  locks  resorted  to)  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rapid  fall  in  the  ground  at  this  place^ 
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which  would  re lulei'  it  very  difficult  to  construct  basins. 
On  the  Susquehanna  side  of  tlie  summit  level,  contigu- 
ous locks  and  basins  (in  one  instance  as  many  as  five) 
may  generally  be  obtained  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Jittie  Nescopeck,  without  any  material  accession  of  ex- 
pense. Beyond  this  point  it  wili  be  necessary' often  to 
construct  a  canal  in  the  bed  of  the  Nescopeck,  and  eco- 
jsonnj'  will  recomimend  the  lowest  level  which  regard  to 
the  safely  of  the  canal  may  admit;  of  course  the  fall  in 
this  part  of  tlie  canal  wiust  generally  be  effected  by  de- 
-tached  locks. 

'r.he  coranexion  with  the  north  branch  canal,  will  be 
wiade  by  an  aqueduct  1230  feet  long,  and  elevated  20 
feet  above  the  water  of  the  river.  The  difficulties  in 
the  construction  of  a  canal  arise, 

1st.  From  rock  excavation.  The  feeder  line  traced 
by  us  would  not  certainly  be  the  one  adopted  in  the 
event  of  a  very  material  reduction  of  the  summit.  But 
a  gi'eat  deal  of  rock  must  necessarily  be  encountered 
in  a  feeder  line,  whatever  may  be  its  profile.  The  tun- 
Jiel  must  be  perforated  th-rough  red  sand  stone,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  deep  cutting  at  each  end,  will 
consist  of  tlie  same:  the  lock-pits  must  generally  be 
excavated  in  the  same  kind  of-  rock,  and  in  excavating 
Tthe  intervening  basins  it  will -often  be  found. 

Between  the  western  termination  of  the  summit  le- 
r/el  and  the  point  at  which  the  canal  trace  crosses  the 
Berwick  turnpike,  a  canal  might  be  fprmed  along  the 
i-ocky  declivities  which  frequently  present  themselves, 
,by  embanknrksnt.  It.  will  be  judicious^  however,  in 
such  ca-ses  to  encounter  much  rock  In  preference  to 
forming-  the  canal  entirely  or  in  a  very  great  degree  on 
■steep  sio'pes. 

a^/y.In  long  stretche  sof  embankment  and  slope  wall. 
^Between  the  summit  level  and.Berwick  Turnpike  the 
sections  of  a  canal  vvould  be  often  combined  excavation 
and  embankment;  but  below  this  point,  the  concave 
.shores  of  the  Nescopeck  creek  present  everywhere 
■either  perpendicular  cliffs,  or  a  naked  surface  of  rock. 
As  far  as  the  mouth  of  Black  creek;  a  canal  would  be 
formed  most  conveniently  at  such  points,  by  excavating 
a  new  channel  for  the  Nescopeck  in  the  opposite  flats, 
•occupying  its  bed,  and  protecting-  this  natural  canal  by 
an  embankment  and  slope  wall,  of  sufficient  height  to 
guard  against  the  freshes  of  the  creek.  Below  tlie 
mouth  of  Black  creek,  the  increased  width  of  the  Nes- 
copeck will  render  it  necessary  to  form  the  canal  un- 
der similar  circumstances,  by  embanking  in  the  channel 
of  the  creek.  The  earth  for  this  purpose  will  be  ge- 
nerally obtained  from  the  opposite  flats,  and  though 
ihey  in  a  great  degree  consist  of  sand,  with  a  very 
slight  mixture  of'  loam,  will  be  sufficient  for  forming  a 
canal,  provided  a  due  degree  of  tveighi  be  given  to  an 
em'bankment.  This  would  be  most  advantageously  fur- 
nished by  constructing  the  outside  of  the  embankment 
of  loose  rock  presenting  a  larger,  or  smaller  cross  sec- 
tion in  proportion  to  the  height  of  the  bank.  On  this 
loose  rock  a  slope  wall  would  rest,  and  the  inner  part 
of  the  bank  vvould^  be  secured  against  abrasion  by  a 
pavement. 

3dli/.  In  the  connexion  with  the  North  Branch  canal. 
The  aqueduct  contemplated  for  this  purpose,  would 
consist  of  arches  of  timber  supporting  a  vvooden  trunk, 
and  resting  on  stone  piers.  The  piers  of  such  a  struc- 
ture should  be  erected  of  large  and  Well  jointed  stone, 
secured  by  carefully  breaking  joints,  and  occasional 
cramps.  The  wooden  superstructure  must  necessarily 
be  framed  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  will  involve  a 
considerable  expense  in  iron  bands  and  bolts. 

A  dam  and  tow-bridge  by  which  it  has  been  proposed 
to  form  this  connexion,  would  not  be  advisable  for  the 
following  reasons. 

It  would  require  a  dam  17  feet  high,  or  one  which 
would  raise  the  surface  of  the  river  144  feet,  at  the  Ber- 
wick bridge,  to  place  it  on  a  level  with  the  lower  level 
■of  the  canal  at  this  place.  A  dam  lower  than  this  would 
-operate  as  a  drain  on  the  North  branch  canal,  in  propor- 


tion to  Avhat  it  wanted  of  this  heiglit,  and  to  the  activity 
of  trade  on  the  Nescopeck  line,  and  would  be  therefore 
inadvisable. 

Hnw  far  such  a  dam  would  effect  the  line  of  canal, 
or  the  river  flats,  above  Berwick,  I  am  possessed  of  no 
facts  to  determine.  It  would  certainly  present  the  fol- 
lowing disadvantages. 

The  Berwick  bridge  would  be  endangered  from  ac- 
cumulations of  drift  wood  and  ice  against  its  arches;  the 
entrance  to  the  North  Branch  canal  would  require  an 
expen.'sive  guard  lock  and  protection  walls,  spacious 
locks  must  be  placed  in  the  dam  to  pass  arks  and  rafts. 
The  expense  of  lockage  on  the  Nescopeck  canal  be  in- 
creased by  a  lift  of  8  feet,  and  the  fz7??0!M?i  of  lockage  to 
boats  passing-  from  the  Nescopeck  vp  the  North  branch 
canal,  or  descendmg  the  North  branch  a.id  entering  the 
Nescopeck  canal  be  augmented  16  feet. 

It  re  mains- to  mention  the  most  formidable  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  canal.  Tliis  is  unquestionably  the  lock- 
age. In  addition  to  the  rise  in  the  Nescopeck  valley, 
and  the  fall  from  the  summit  level  to  the  Lehigh,  that  of 
this  last  stream  between  M'right's  creek  and  Mauch 
Chunk  {597  feet)  is  to  be  added  in  estimating  the  cost 
and  comparative  value  of  this  route. 

7"he  field  notes  and  topographical  sketches  taken 
with  a  view  to  a  canal,  furnish,  also,  the  facilities  and 
'  difficulties  of  the  Nescopeck  and  Lehigh  route,  with  a 
view  to  a  rail  road.  In  a  more  depressed  summit  than 
that  of  any  other  route,  it  certainly  preseuts  one  impor- 
tant advantage,  which  is  counterbalanced. 

■1st.  By  the  difficulties  arising  from  frequent  cliffs  of 
rock  on  the  Lehigh,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  Nesco- 
peck. This  circumstance  Combined  with  the  ii-regular 
fall  in  the  latter  stream,  would  render  the  grading-  of  a 
rail  road  along  a  considerable  poi-tion  of  the  route  a  mat- 
ter of  much  difficult)'. 

■2d.  By  the  indirectness  of  the  route,  whether  in  rela- 
tion to  the  North,  or  West  branch  of  the  Susquehanna. 

It  v/illbe  observed,  on  reference  to  the  map  of  Penn- 
sylvania, that  after  having  arrived  by  a  rail-waj'  at  the 
movith  of  Wright's  creek,  we  are  within  13  miles  of  the 
boroug-h  of  Wilkesbarre.  Produce  then,  descending 
the  Susquehanna  river,  or  North  branch  canal,  must  tra- 
vel to  Berwick  by  the  canal  or  river,  and  37  28-100 
miles  additional  by  a  rail-waj^,  to  attain  a  point  which  it 
could  reach  in  about  15  miles,  by  awell  graded  turnpike 
road.  An  ordinary  turnpike  would  under  such  circum- 
stances compete  very  advantageously  with  a  rail-way, 
and  at  an}- rate  the  advantag-es  of  tli»'  latter  improve- 
ment would  not  be  sufficiently  decided  to  justify  its 
being-  made. 

In  relation  to  the  West  Branch  trade  a  line  by  way  of 
tlie  Nescopeck  valley  vvould  be  about  18  miles  longer 
than  one  by  way  of  (^atawissa  creek. 

These  remarks  apply  also  to  the  proposed  Nescopeck 
and  Lehigh  canal,  with  the  difference  only  in  favour  of 
the  canal  a.s  a  superior  improvement,  and  that  it  avoids 
a'chang-e  ih  the  mode  of  conveyance. 

The  field  labours  of  the  season  were  concluded  by 
examinations,  with  a  view  -to  a  connexion  between 
Broadhead's  creek  and  the  Lackawanna.  It  has  been 
thought  that  such  a  connexion  mig-lit  be  effected  either 
by  a  canal  or  rail-way,  by  two  routes.  The  one  passing 
up  the  valley  of  Roaring  Brook,  crossing  the  Lehigh 
and  Tobv  hanna  rivers,  near  their  source,  and  descending 
abruptly  from  the  table  land  in  which  these  streains  rise 
to  the  valley  of  Broadhead's  creek.  The  second  leaving 
the  valley  of  Koaring  brook  at  a  point  where  it  ap- 
pi-oaches  (he  west  branch  of  Waullenpaupack,  crossing 
the  dividing-  ridge  between  the  two  streams,  and  after- 
w^ards  retaining  a  level  until  a  descent  can  be  effected 
into  the  Broadhead's  creek  valle}'. 

The  result  of  the  examinations  made  with  regard  to 
the  first  route  was  unfavourable.  A  great  elevation, 
(1900  feet  above  tide)  must  be  overcome,  and  much 
diffi<-ulty  encountered  in  crossing-  the  Lehigh  and  Toby 
h-anna  rivers.    A  coiisid.erable  fall  of  sr)ow  which  0C7 
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curred  when  the  levels  had  progressed  to  within  a  short  | 
distance  of  Mr.  H.  W.  I>i-inker's,  prevented  anj-  exami-  j 
nations  being  made  with  instruments,  with  a  view  to 
the  second  route.    A  rectinnoissance  of  a  part  of  the 
ground  necessarily  to  be  traversed,  made  in  company 
with  Col.  Porter  of  Easton,  Judge  Coolbaugh  and  Mr. 
Brinkej-,  commissioners  under  the  act  incorporating  the 
Delaware  and  Susquehanna  canal  and  rail  road  company 
was  not  as  satisfactory  as  had  been  hoped.  Xt  is  believed 
however,  by  the  commissioners,  and  it  is  thou.5ht  very 
probable,  that  the  elevation  to  be  overcome  by  this  route  . 
would  not  be  within  300  feet  of  that  to  be  overcome  by 
a  route  crossing  at  the  head  of  the  Lehigh.    Other  opi- 
nions of  these  g'cntlemen  are  explained  in  a  letter  to  the 
undersigned,  wiilch  is  herev.ith  annexed. 

All  which  is  respectfidly  submitted. 

MONGURE  ROBINSON, 

Civil  Engineer. 

Fhilacklphia,  Dec.  4,  18'28. 

We  lately  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  gentlemen 
in  each  county  town  in  the  stale,  requesting  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  interior,  and  are  much  gratified  in 
receiving. alreadVjCommunlcations  from  several  in  reply. 
One  was  presented  jn  a  late  number,  and  we  liavenow 
the  pleasure  to  insert  3  more- — one  from  a  gehtle;man  in 
Adams,  another  from  Green  county,  and  the  third,  from 
Jefferson  county;  and  we  hope  soon  to  be  favored  witli 
similar  information  from  the  other  counties  addressed. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 

Greene  count}-,  originally  included  in  that  of  Waslilng- 
ton,  was  erected  and  organised  on  the  ninth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1796,  and  is  boiinded  by  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton on  the  north,  b}'  the  river  Monongahela  on  the  east, 
and  by  the  state  line  between  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia on  the  south  and  west,  nearly  40  miles  in  length, 
and  24  in  breadth.  The  territory  of  this  county  is  of  a 
kind  greatly  diversified,  from  tlie  most  fertile  vallles  to 
the  poorest  ridges;  it  is  dellghlfull)'  watered  by  slret.ms 
of  the  most  beautiful  kind;  no  country  on  earth  can  be 
better  watered  with  streams  and  fountains,  of  the  purest 
kind.  Its  principal  streams  are  in  number  six,  namely, 
Dunkard,  Big  Whltely,  Little  Whitely,  Muddy,  and 
Ten  Mile  creeks,  all  which  empty  Into  the  Monongahela 
river,  and  Wheeling  creek,  which  empties  into  the  Ohio 
at  Wheellngtown;  all  those  streams,  together  with  Fish 
creek,  which  also  empties  into  the  Ohio,  are  of  the 
largest  size  of  streams  undertlie  denomination  of  creeks, 
take  their  rise  and  issue  from  the  hills  in  the  western 
part  of  this  county,  and  not  far  from  each  other.  In  the 
vicinity  of  those  streams,  and  ulong'  their  meanderlngs, 
are  some  of  the  most  delightful  vallles  in  Pennsylvania, 
abounding  in  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation;  until  lately 
covered  with  timber  of  every  description  known  in  Penn- 
sylvania, of  a  most  magnificent  growth,  and  not  long' 
since  the  retreat  of  the  solitary  Indian,  and  beasts  of  the 
forest,  but  at  present  the  charming  abode  of  as  enter- 
prising and  strong  minded  a  race  of  men  as  belongs  to 
the  state,  not  entrammelled  with  unnecessary  forms  or 
ceremonies,  elthei-  in  their  religious  or  civil  duties;  their 
minds  partake  of  and  are  strongly  imbued  with  those' 
principles  of  rational  liberty  w  hich  such  a  state  is  calcu- 
lated to  ])roduce.  The  Jiopuhition  of  this  county, 
though  in  their  manners  apparently  rough  and  uncouth, 
are,  in  general,  possessed  of  masculine  strength  of  un- 
derstar,ding,  sentiments  of  the  most  extended  hospitali- 
ty, feelings  of  tlie  purest  benevolence,  and  without  any 
formality  or  jiomp  would  seem  to  comprehend  and  un- 
derstand their  rights  and  duties  almost  intuitively.  Re- 
tween  the  streams,  all  of  which  run  east  and  west,  and 
f.fter  leaving  the  vallles,  the  country  rises  into  ridges, 
.covered  with  immense  qiiantities  of  timber  of  the  most 
yaluable  kind;  the  northern  sides  of  those  ridges  are 


composed  of  a  deep  and  rich  soil  capable  of  producing 
corn  and  grass  to  a  most  bountiful  extent;  the  southei-n 
sides  not  so  rich  or  so  fertile,  but  better  calculated  for 
wheat  or  rye.    The  western  part  of  this  county  might 
be  considered  too  hilly  for  an  agricultural  country,  but, 
no  doubt,  (at  a  day  not  far  distant)  will  afford  extensive 
profits  to  the  herdsman  and  cultivator  of  the  vine.  Few 
counties  of  the  saine  extent  and  population  produce  and 
send  to  market  larger  quantities  of  stock  of  every  de- 
scription: this  a])pears  to  be  the  most  prpfitable  mode 
of  farming  in-this  county,  to  convert  asniuch  of  the  land 
as'practicable  into  meadow  and  pasture  for  the  raising 
of  stock,  whlclt  can  be  taken  to  market  at  a  small  ex- 
pense; and  lo  this  method  the  farmers  of  this  county 
Iiave  generally  turned  their  attentlim  ;  but  when  our 
Baltimore   and  Ohio,  rail  road,  and  Chesapeake  and 
Oliio  canal  come  to  be  completed,  a  different  system 
inay  be  adopted.    Greene  county  has  no  iron  works,  at 
present,  in  operation  within  its  limits,  formerly  both  a 
forg-e  and  furnace  were  in  operation  near  the  mouth  of 
Ten  Wile  Creek,  but,  from  some  cause  unknown  to  the 
vyrltcr,havc  been  suffered  to  go  to  decay.  Iron  ore  is  said 
to  abound  both  on  Dunkard  and  Ten  Mile,  but  as  iron 
works  are  nurnerous  in  the  neighbotuing  county  of  Fa- 
jette,  the  people  of  this  county  have  sustained  no  Incon- 
yenlence  from  the  want  of  an  iron  making  establish- 
ment within  her  Own  bordeis;  hence,  probablv,  the 
cause  of  none  existing  in  this  coiuity.    A  very  large 
and  extensive  woollen  fectory  in  Clarksville,  near  the 
mouth  of  Ten  Mile  creek,  was  in  full  operation  during 
the  late  war,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  but  for  some 
years  back  has  languished  and  declined:  latel}',  how- 
ever, it  has  changed  masters,  and  seems  to'  have  started 
with  fresh  vigottr,  aiul  under  the  au-ipices  of  a  judicious 
tariff,  Is  llkely  to  prosper.    On  a!L  the  d  fferent  creeks 
are  mills  and  other  machinery  (some  of  the  first  rate) 
sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  county, 

W:iynesbuigh,  the  county  town,  is  a  flourishing  vil- 
lage, and  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  valley  near  the  bank 
of  Ten  Mile  i:reek,  about  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth, 
and  within  one  mile  of  the  centre  of  the  county;  and  if 
the  prosperity  of  a  place^is  promoted  by  a  pure  air, 
good  water,  a  rich  and  fertile  soli,  timber  and  stone, 
coal,  with  all  the  other  necessaries  of  life,  and  many  of 
its  luxuries  In  abundance,  W;'.3nesbiii gli  must  prosper; 
at  present  the  town  is  incorpoi-ated  by  act  of  Assembly,' 
and  consists  of  about  eighty  dwelhng  houses,  many  of 
them  elegantly  built  of  brick  and  cut  stone,  contain- 
ing a  population  of  about  600  hulividuals;  In  it  there 
Is  a  meeting  house  of  brick,  one  otfier  of  stone  and 
one  of  wood  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
town,  an  elegant  court-house  of  brick,  a  stone  jail,  one 
brewery,  four  tanneries,  nine  stores,  aud  three"  taverns; 
an  excellent  school  Is  also  established,  conducted  by 
James  M'Connell,  Esq.,  vyho  teaches  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages,  mathematics,  &c.  'i'he  natural  scenery 
around  this  place  is  of  a  grand  and  sublime  order,  and 
to  the  attentive  observer  and  admirer  ol'Nature's  works, 
affords  the  most  pleasing  and  delightful  sensations.  In  a 
natural  polnt  of  view,  no  place  can  afford  scenery  more 
pleasing  to  the  romantic,  or  e-\  tn  the  philosophic  mind; 
the  Ideas  of  rural  felicity  In  their  most  brilliant  extent 
may  here  be  realized.  The  village  next  in  Importance 
iii  Green  county  is  Jefferson,  situate  also  near  the  bank 
of 'I  en  Mile  creek,  eight  miles  east  of  Waynesburgh. 

There  is  also  New  Lisbon,  commonly  called  Carmi- 
chael  town,  situate  on  Muddy  creek,  a  village  which 
has  lately  flotu'lshed  to  a  considerable  extent;  it  pos- 
sesses the  advantage  of  being  suri  ounded  by  land  of  a 
superior  quality,  perhaps  the  best  in  the  count)-,  and 
eqiial  to  that  of  any  country, 

Greensbiu-gh,  heretofore  a  place  of  business,  and  near 
which  is  an  extensive  glass  work  establishment,  is  situ- 
ate on  the  bank  of  the  Monongahela  river.  These,  to- 
gether with  Mapletown,  Clarksville,  Newtown,  Mount 
Jlorris,  Morrisville  and  C'inton,  (towns  of  inferior 
grade,  are  all  the  villages  in  the  county. 
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TOWKSUIPS. 


('uniberland, 
Centre, 
Franklin, 
VVhitely, 
Dunkard, 
Greene, 
Jettcrson, 
Morgan, 
Morris, 
Wayne, 
Rich  hill, 
Aleppo, 
Monongahela.taken 
off  Green  and  llun- 
kard  since  1821, 


TAXAIIT-KS. 


TUTl.S  IN 


1828. 


1821. 

1828. 

lic  11.  hi . 
Cong-. 

•-'.lectors 

303 

2-u 

2 'it 

123 

185 

1  1 

Oi 

38/ 

598 

311 

250 

275  " 

329 

OO  / 1 

259 

235 

■175 

X7C> 

384 

128  - 

93 

94 

246 

232 

I()3 

185 

ores  • 

^  157 

•  172 

255 

266 

185 

140 

158 

18- 

110 

83 

129 

151 

110 

100 

92 

134 

73 

58 

223 

172 

191 

3009 

1  3115 

2152 

1950 

By  the  last  census  taken  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  the  total  amount  of  population  was 

15,554. 

Slaves  7. 
Freepeopk  of  colour — Males  127. 

Females  127. 


15,815 


TAXABLES  OF  JEFFERSON  CO.  IN  1828. 


Townships. 

Taxabks. 

1828. 

Pine  Creek 

48 

Pen-y 

88 

Rose  , 

123 

Hidgway 

26 

Young 

73 

Totals. 

358 

Deaf  & 
Dumb. 


Votes  at 
El.  Elec 
tions. 
27 
22 
65 
16 
59 


Votes  at 
General 
Elections 

24 

36 

66 

19 

39 


4 


189 


184 


In  1821,  there  were  no  commissioners  in  this  county, 
therefore  we  have  no  list  of  that  enumeration,  but  a  list 
wa.s  taken  and  sent  to  Indiana.  We  have  no  Iron  Works 
yet  erected  in  this  county,  although  it  abounds  with  ore 
and  good  streams.  The  principal  trade  here  is  in  lum- 
ber; there  are  usually  from  18  to  20  hundred  thousand 
feet  of  white  pine  boards,  cut  and  rafted  down  the  Big 
Mahoning,  Red  Bank,  Toby  and  Tionesty  creeks  to  the 
Allegheny;  thence  to  Pittsburg,  and  down  the  Ohio  to 
the  different  towns  or  cities.  There  is  also  considerable 
farming  for  a  new  settlement — the  price  of  Iron  here,  is 
from  six  to  seven  cents  per  lb.  We  are  not  yet  organi- 
zed for  judicial  purposes,  and  have  no  public  buildings, 
nor  any  public  schools;  but  have  our  children  taught  at 
common  schools.  Letter  to  the  Editor. 


upon  it  all  the  attention  which  this  consideration,  as 
well  as  the  intrinsic  importance  and  difficulty  of  the 
questions  presented  for  their  decision,  so  obviously  de- 
mand. -Several  merchants  of  great  respectability  and 
intelligence,  who  were  in  attendance  as  delegates  from 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Ak-x:indria,  ap- 
peared before  the  committee,  and  stated  the  results  of 
their  experience  and  observation  as  to  the  injurious 
tendency  of  selling  foreign  merchandise  at  auction. 
They  all  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  existing  sys- 
tem of  auction  sales  furnishes  great  facilities  for  the  per- 
petration of  frauds  upon  the  community,  as  well  as 
upon  the  public  revenue. 

Whatever  may  be  the  frauds  and  impositions  commit- 
ed  upon  the  community  by  means  of  this  mode  of  sell-  ' 
ing  merchandise,  and  however  obvious  the  expediency 
of  repressing  these  evils,  the  committee  are  unanimous- 
ly of  the  opinion  that  the  application  of  the  remedy  be- 
longs exclusivcl}^  to  the  State  Legislatures.  The  whole  ' 
subjeet  of  contracts  and  sales  falls  clearly  within  the 
province  of  the  state  legislation.  Whatever  form  of  sale 
a  State  may  think  proper  to  tolerate,  and  however  im- 
perfect the  responsibility  of  sellers  may  be  rendered  by 
its  legislation.  Congress  have  no  power  to  interpose, 
unless  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  from  violation  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  or  for  carrying  into  effect  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Federal  C^overnment. 

If,  however,  sales  at  auction  are  the  means  by  which 
frauds  are  committed  upon  the  revenue,  and  if  they 
enable  foreigners  to  enter  therr  goods  at  the  custom 
house  at  lower  rates  than  the  same  quality  and  descrip- 
tion of  goods  are  habitually  entered  by  xVmerican  mer.; 
chants,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  question,  either  as  to  the 
power  or  the  duty  of  Congress  to  interpose  its  autho- 
rity. This  remedy,  however,  should  have  an  appropri- 
ate and  exclusive  reference  to  the  evil  it  is  designed  to- 
correct. 

-  A  tax  upon  sales  at  atictlon  would  neither  prevent  the 
alleged  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  nor  the  alleged  ad- 
vantage enjoyed  by  foreigners,  unless  it  should  amount 
to  a  prohibition,  and  even  in  that  case  it  would  be  of 
doubtful  efficacy. 

As  the  Committee  believe  Congress  has  no  power  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  except  with  a  view  to  preserve 
the  revenue  laws  from  violation,  they  have  reported  a 
bill  prescribing  certain  regulations  of  sales  of  foreign 
merchandise,  at  auction,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
avoids  the  objections  to  which  other  remedies  would  be 
liable,  will,  it  is  hoped,  go  far  to  correct  the  evils  of 
which  the  memorialists  complain.  ' 

[The  bill  reported  provides,  that  in  all  sales  by  auc- 
tion of  foreign  goods,  the  invoice  shall  be  produced, 
and  that  a  schedule  of  the  goods,  with  all  the  marks 
and  particulars  of  importation,  shall  be  published.] 

Salmon. — The  Susquehanna  Emporium  says,  "Foi" 
some  weeks  the  good  people  of  our  town  have  been 
supplied  v/ith  an  unusuar quantity  of  the  choicest  sal- 
mon, justly  called  'king  of  the  fresh  water  fish.'  They 
either  have  not  found  the  sluice  of  the  Shamokin  dam, 
or  cannot  stem  the  current,  and  are  caught  in  immense 

numbers  immediately  below  it  in  the  Susquehanna.  

Our  fishermen  have  supplied  the  whole  neighbourhood, 
and  several  of  the  finest  specimens  have  been  sent  in 
boxes  by  the  stage  to  Pottsville,  Reading,  and  Philadel- 
phia." 


REPORT  UPON  AUCTION  SYSTEM. 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  re._ 
ferred  sundry  memorials  from  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  tax  upon 
Sales  of  Foreign  Merchandise  at  auction,  submit  the 
following  Report: 

Aware  of  the  deep  solicitude  which  pervades  a 
large  portion  of  the  commercial  community  on  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  the  Committee  jjave  bestowed 


AUDITOR  GENERAL'S  REPORT  ON  BANKS. 

The  pamphlet  report,  on  Banks,  has  been  received, 
detailing  at  length  their  operations  respectively;  from- 
which  we  have,  with  considerable  labour,  compiled  the 
following  table,  which  we  think  presents  a  more  satis- 
factory view  of  the  information  contained  in  the  report, 
than  it  gave  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  _ 
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STATEMENT  OP  BANKS. 
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ADAMS  COUNTY,  Pa. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hazard, 

Dear  Sir, — The  plan  atlopfed  by  vou  in  the  publi- 
cation of"  _vour  interesting-  periodieal.  appears  to  me  so 
well  calculated  to  prove  useful  and  interesting-  to  the 
public  generally,  and  more  particularly  so  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  that  I  do  most  cheei-fully  tender 
all  the  aid  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  besto-fi',  to- 
wards the  fund  of  information  which  you  are  endea- 
vouring- to  collect  from  the  different  sections  of  the 
state;  for  record  in  your  Keg-ister,  In  offering  my  ser- 
vices on  this  occasion,  1  can  promisg  no  more  than  a 
simple  statement  of  such  facts,  historical  and  miscella- 
neous, relative  to  this  county,  as  my  limited  means  of 
information  have  enabled  me  to  gather,  leaving- to  you 
the  task  of  arranging  &  putting  into  a  suitable  drcss,such 
loose  remarks  and  crude  matters  of  information  as  you 
may  find  in  the  present  communication. 

The  County  of  Adams,  although  not  now,  strictly 
speaking-,  in  its  infancy,  may  }  et  be  considered  one  of 
the  younger  branches  of  the  parent  stock — having-  tak- 
en its  name  and  stand  amongst  its  sister  counties  in  the 
year  1800.  Itoriginally  formed  a :part  of  York  county, 
■which- borders  it  upon  the  fast,  and  which,  previously 
to  that  period,  embraced  a  large  estent  of -territory. 
This,  indeed,  was  the  case  with  near^  all  of  the  old 
counties  in  the  state,  for,  before  they  were  curtailed  in 
their  dimensions  by  the  creation  of  new  counties 
amongst  them,  -manvof  thts^ii  ernbraced  dotible  the  ex- 
tent of  territory  which  they  itow  occupy.  Such  has  been 
the  rage  for  dividing  and  sub-dividing  tlie  state  domain, 
that  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  justice  has  been  brought 
to  every  man^s  door.  Whether  the  rise  of  new  counties 
upon  the  territory  of  the  oid,  has  g'enerally  contributed 
to  the  w"eaith  and"  prosp£rity;  of  the  wtrole,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say;  but  if  I  were  to  draw'my  concl^jsions  from 
facts  deduced  from  the  present  attitude  of  our  own 
county,-!  might  venture  the  opinion,  tliat  the  act  of  se- 
paration has  been,  as  in  the  present  instance,  highly 
advantageous  to  the  seceding  party.  1  believe  that 
Adams  county  at  least,  has  gained  by  the  measure;  al- 
thoug-h  it  is  possible  that. her  neighbour  Y'ork  may;3  et  ; 
have  reason  to  mourn  for  the  loss  of  so  considerable  a  I 
portion  of  her  estate.  Thi^  is,  however,  nothing- to  the  j 
purpose,  and  ma)-^  be  left  for  a  solution,  to  better  politi;  j 
ciaiis  than  your  cdJ-respondent  professes  himself  to  be.  ; 

Adams  County  is  bounded  on  the  -east  by  Y'ork  and  , 
part  of  Cumberland  counties,  on  the  north  by  Curtiber-  i 
land  and  part  of  Dauphin,  on  the  west  by  Franklin  co.  ! 
Pa.  and  part  of  ^Vashington  co.  Md.  and  on  the  south 
by^Prederick  co.  Md.  and  part  of  I'ork  co.  Pa.  Its  aver-  j 
age  extent  from  east  to  west  is      miles,  and  from  north  ' 
to  south      miles.  Its  western' and  southern  boundaries  j 
are  traversed  b}-  the  first  range  of  mountains  west  of  , 
the  Susquehanna,  usually  called  the  South  Mountain  or 
Blue  Kidge.  It  embraces  no  navigable  waters,  although  j 
it  Is  crossed,  in  various -directions  by  a'numher  of  small,  ] 
valuable  streams,  affording  a  considerable  aniount  of 
water  power,  and  furnishing  a  number  of  scites  for  saw 
and  grist  mills,  of  whicli  there  are  a  sufEtient  number 
for  the  accommodation  of  all  our  citizens.    For  want  ot 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  their  nuinber,  I  am  not  able 
to  state  how  many  of  them  are  in  operationin  the  coun- 
ty; iThere  are  eight  or  ten  carding- and  fulling-  mills 
scattered  through  the  county,  all  of  which  are  in  full 
operation.    They  arc  however,  upon  a  small  scale,' 
although  their  products  and  manufacture^are  consider- 
ed of  an  excellent  quality..    The  county  is  iiiterspersed 
with  a  number  of  small  to-n  ns  and  villages,  amounting- 
to  14  or  15.  There  are  few  of  3"our  readers  who  do  not 
know  what  a  Pennsyhania  village  is — those  who  have 
travelled  through  the  interior  of  the  state,  cari  easily 
embody  the  picture  in  their  minds' — ^they  are  generally 
located  at  some  point  where  two  or  more  public  roads 
cross  each  other,  there  are  many  indeed,  which  have 
hardly  a  "local  habitation  tsr  a  naime,"  being  in  many 


respects  any  thing  but  what,  in'  the  common  meaning-, 
a  village  is,  or  what,  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  it 
Dug-bt.to  be,  to  entitle  it  to  the  nppellation.  Th&  writer 
of  this,  in  the  course  of  travel  through  the  state,  has 
often  had  his  e.xpectations  in  this  particular,  most  griev- 
ously disappointed.  Kvery  public  thoroughfare  has  its 
range,  of  villages  scattered  along  the  road,  at  irregular 
distances,  according  as  fancy  or  convenience  might  dic- 
late  their' location;  and  ever}'  observant  traveller,  at 
least  makes  it  his  business  to  learn,  when  upon  the  road, 
the  name  and  other  particulars  of  the  several  towns 
through  which  he  will  have  to  pass  in  the  course  of  his 
journey.  "Full  many  a  time  and  oft,"  however,  have. 
I  been  deceived  in  my  anticipations;  for  often  it  has  hap- 
pened, that  after  picturing  to  my  Imag-ination  some  neat, 
handsome,  regular  and  well  built  town,  in  some  "lonely 
auburn  of  the  plain,"  I  have  at  last  not  been  able  to 
identify  and  know  it,  even  when  in  the  heart  of  the  vil- 
lage. It  seems  that  a  village  is  rather  a  loose  term,  for 
it  as  often  represents  a  spot  where  two  or  three  misera- 
ble dwellings  are  scattered  over  the  plain,  as  when  re- 
g-ular  streets  and  well  built  houses  bespeak  the  congre- 
gated multitude.  The  three  indispensables,  of  a  tavern, 
a  store,  and  a  blacksmith-shop,  often  compose  the  sum 
total  of  a  Pennsylvania  village. 

I  am,  however,  wandering-  from  my  subject;  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  o// of  the  villages  of  Adams 
county  partake  of  the  character  of  those  just  described,- 
allhough  it  must  be  confessed  that  there  are  a  few  of 
them,  that  would  not  be  misrepresented  by  the  sketch. 
For  instance.  Cask  town,  Borough  tewn,  Mummasburg 
&nd  ffeidleribu7g,  neither  of  which,  it  will  be  generally 
admilted,possessmuch  more  than  the  three  requisites  be- 
fore stated,  with  which  to  support  tlieir  name  and  stand- 
ing  amongst  the  villages  that  suiround  them.  There  are 
iiowever,  others  of  better  pretensions,  which  may  claim 
some  passing  notice,viz.  BerIin,Mibotis  town,  Petersburg, 
(in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  York  Springs,)  Littles 
town.  Millers  town,  Oxford,  Hunters  town,  and  a  few 
others.  The  Y'ork  Springs  are  situated  in  this  county, 
within  thirteen  miles  of  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  the 
seat  of  justice  for  the  county,  and  on  the  turnpike  road 
leading  from  Baltimore  to  Carlisle.  They  are  not  so 
much  patronized  as  formerly-,  alt'ri.ough  they  are  still  vi- 
sited dui-ing  the  season,  by  many  from  the  cities  of  Bal- 
timore and  Philadelphia,  and  from  the  interior — they 
areat  present  kept  by  Mr.  James  M'Cork.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  furni«h  an  analysis  of 
their  waters.  Their  medicinal  propert/es  have  been- 
highly  extolled,  particularly  for  their  efficacy  in  casesof 
debility  of  constitution.  They  are  generally  known, 
by  the  name  of  "Sulpluu'  Springs,"  probably  in  conse- 
quence of  sulphur  being  the  predomin-ating  ingredient. 
The  buildings  attached  to  them  are  spacious  and  the  ac- 
commodations unexceptionable. 

The  soil  of  the  county,  generallj^  speaking,  is  of  a; 
medium  quality,  although  it  embraces  a  large  quantity 
of  land  which  ma)-  be  considered  as  equal  to  any  in  the 
state.  The  system  of  farming  here  has  not  yet  reached 
so  near  a  state  of  perfection  as  in  some  of  the  adjacent 
counties,  and  this,  in  some  measure,  may  be  considered 
as  a  reason  why  the  agricultural  interest  stands  lower 
here  than  it  otherwise  would  do  if  such  improvements 
as  have  taken  place  in  other  counties  were  introduced 
into  our  own.  One  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
the  citizens  of  this  coiinty  is  an  attachment  to  old  ha- 
bits and  forms,  and  tmfortunately  for  their  own  interest, 
they  have  permitted  this  love  aiid  partiality  for  okl  cus- 
toms, and  consequently  prejudice  against  innovations 
of  any  kind,  to  influence  therii  so  much  as  to  dispose 
them  to  reject  many  improvements  calculated  to  prove 
advantageous  and  salutary  in  their  operation.  The  city 
of  Baltimore  Is  the  nearest  market  for  the  products  of 
our  soil,  the  average  distance  being  about  sixty  miles. 
The  main  productions  are  wheat,  rye,  corn,  barle)-, 
oatSj  &c.,  in  addition  to  which  a  large  quantity  of  pork 
is  annually  hauled  to  said  city  for  sale.    The  county  i$ 
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connected  wUli  Baltiinoi-e  at  different  points  by  two 
turnpike  roads  passing' llirougli  it.  ,  . 

Geltysburg-,  the  Seat  ttf  Justice  for  the  county^  is  -  a 
brisk  and  pleasant  t<f\vr),  containing- .  about  1500  inha- 
bitants, who  are  principally  engaged  inmechanical  pur- 
suits. It  stands  in  an  elevated  situation,  upon  a  point 
of  ground  wliere  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  turn- 
pike roads  meet  in  their  cour-se  to  Pittsburg,  at  the 
distance  of  1 14  nides  from  Philadelphia,  and  52  from 
Baltimore.  By  means  of  its  location,  it  enjoys  a  con- 
sideiable  share  of  the  travelling  between  those  cities 
and  the  west.  At  the  last  session  of  the  Peiuisylvania 
legislature,  a;  subscription  of  if''20,000  toward^  the  stock 
of  a  comi  any  for  making  a  turnpike  road  from  Geltys- 
burg to  Hagerstown  in  Maryland  was  granted,  but  in 
consequence  of  not  succeeding  in  obtaining  subscrip- 
tions for  ihe  balance  of  the  stock  necessary  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  road, nothing  has  been  done  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desirable  work.  1  his  road  would 
connect  Philadelphia  and  AVheeling  by  a  conlinuoTjs 
turnpike,  and  in  the  opinion  of  all  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  would  greatly  promote  the  interests  of  Phila- 
delphia. 'I  he  distance  to  turnpike  would  be  about  32 
'miles. 

Gettysburg  was  laid  out  some  Tew  years  before  the 
organization  of  the  county  by  Mr.  James  Gettys,  now 
deceased,  and  is  at  this  time  considered,  in  point  of 
external  appearance  and  otherwise,  inferior  to  few 
towns  in  Pennsylvania  of  the  same  size.  There  are  few 
places  within  the  state  embracing  more  intelligence 
amongst  its  citizens,  and  iii  which  the  moral  and  social 
feelings  are  more  sedulously  cultivated.  It  may  be  re- 
marked by  the  way-,  that«t  least  in  one  of  the  foiegoing  ; 
■  characteristics,  a  salutary  reform  has  taken  place  with- 
in a  period  of  ten  or  t«xlve3'ears  past.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  best  influences  in  insuring  at  least  a  continuation  of 
this, state, of  things,  will  be  the  location  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  this, town.  ■  l;hjs  institution  commenced  , 
its  operations-  hei-e.  between  two  and  three  years  since, 
and  is  tit  this  time  in  the  fulftide  of  \successfiri  expcri- 
.  ment,  -  it  is  at  present  under  the  immediate  superin-, 
tendance  of  Professor  Schmucker,  well  known  as  a" 
gentleman  of  high  literary  attainments,  and  iis  possess- 
ed of  superior  qualifications  as  a  professor  and  diyine. 
It  is  contemplated  to  establish  a  second  ^professorship.  ■ 

The  public  buildings  are  a  court  house,-  situated  in 
the  centi  e  of  the  town  scpiare,  an  academy,  a.  gaol,  a, 
bank,  a  building  for  the  use  of  the  county  offices,  and  ' 
four  churcheSi  two  belongings  to  Presbyterian,  one_to 
the  Methodist,  and  one  to  the  German  Lutheran  so-^ 
cieties.  Their,  pulpits  are  respectably  filled.  Of 
stores  there  are  nine,  taverns  seven,  drug  stores,  two, 
&Ci  &c.  ~  The  town  is  supplied  with  good  -  water  by 
means'  of  pipes  leading  from  a  spring  within  its  limits. 
We  are  not  at  a  loss  for  g-entlemen  of  the  liberal  pro- 
fessions. In  addition  , to  five  or  six  divinesv  vve  have  a 
bar  embracing  8  or  10  members  in  regular  gradation  as 
to  practice  and  standing,  and  5  phj  sicians,  all  j-cspec- 
table  in  their  profession.  We  have  also  three  news- 
paper estublishmentSi  one -of  them  German,  and  the 
•  other  two  Englisli — the  two  latter,  by  the  bye,  always 
cbntriring-  to  be  at  dagger's  points  in  every  pohtical 
eng.igement.  The  town'  is  famed  for  the  manufacture 
of  carriages  of  every  description,  from  the  large  ])on- 
derous  mail  stage,  down  to  the  light  and  easy  sulkey. 
It  IS  supposed,  that  including  all  the  workmen  engaged 
both  remotely  and  immediately  in  this  business,  there 
are  not  many  less  than  sixty  or  eighty  hands  enriployed 
in  this  branch  of  manufacture  alone. 

The  population  of  the.couniy  at  this  time  is  supposed 
to  be  about  22,000,  The  nnmber  of  taxable  iiihabj- 
tants  embraced  within  its  limits,  from  an  enumeration 
recently  made,  is  ascertained  to  be  4192.  "  Maria  Fur- 
nace, lately-  established  by  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Paxson, 
3t  the  distance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Gettysburg, 


although  yet  in  its  infancy,  is  hkely  to  prove  a  valuirtjle 
concern  to  this  section  of  the  county.  It  is  situated  near 
the  foot  of  the  mouiUuin  near  the  south-west  end  of  the 
county. 

1  have  thus  gi\  en  some  details  respecting  this  county} 
they  iTUi)'  be  in  some  instances  imperfect,  being  the  fruit 
of  l.niited  means  of  information;  yet  I-may  tender  them 
to  you  as  tolerably  correct  in  the  general  outline.  The 
foregoing'  sketch  has  been  drawn  up  in  haste,  and  may 
not  stiind  the  test  of  criticism  on  the  score  of  propriety 
of  style,  or  of  grammatical  precision,  but  such  as  it  is, 
is  ottered  by  the  writer,  out  of  a  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  aimed  at  in  your  periodical — the  dis- 
semination ct  useful  information  from  every  section  of 
the  state.  ^  .  .  CIVIS. 
Gettysburg,  Jany.  1829. 


The  Pilttsburgh  Gazette  says,  "Capt.  Baker,  the  pre- 
sent commandant  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal,  an  enterpiising 
and  prudent  public  agent,  has  been  the  first  to  introduce 
steam  power  at  the  ordnance  shops.  Here  was  the  go- 
vei  nment,  until  this  late  day,  using  the  clumsy,  trouble- 
sonie,  irregular,  and  expensive  horse  power,  surrounded 
with  steam  engines,  and  overlooked  by  coal  pits.  The 
steam  engine  is  one  of  fifteen  horse  power;  it  was  made 
•and  set  up  by  Pratt,  and  is  a  sample  of  the  work  done 
uniformly  so  Well  and  so  cheap  in  this  city.  It  is  em- 
ployed in  pohshing  arrr,s  haided  there  from  the  Armory 
on  the  Potomac;  and  with  more  spare  power,  it  could 
manufacture  as  well  as  polish  them,  20  percent,  cheap- 
er than  they  cost  when  made  atllarper's  Ferry  and  carr 
ried  to  this  depot-??'.  :  .' 


^-  The  pTanloi*  jntfoducing  waterinioPittsburghas  been 
completely  successful;  a  large  body  having  been  thrown 
-into  the  reservqir,. and  thence  conducted  through  the 


We  liave  received  the  able,  and  to  us  Tery  satisfac.- 
:tory,  repbrf  of  the  Coniihitt* e  oh  Roads,  &c.  presented 
by  Mt.i  "Duncan,  its  chairman,  on  granting  the  request 
of  Ihe  Baltirnore  and  Susqtiehanna  l^ail  Road  Companj', 

und  regret  that  it  came  to  hand  after  our  paper  was 
made  up,  so  that  we  are  obliged  to  defer  its  pubhcation 
to  th«  next  number.  If  the  open  avowal  of  the  com- 
mittee themselves,  that  the  great  object  of  the  road  is 
to  withdraw  from  Philadelphia  a  great  portion  of  its 
internal  commerce,  and  if  the  facts  that  Baltimore  off  ers 
no  advantages  as  a  market  over  Philadelphia— that  all 
the  tolls,  w  hich  will  be  derived  from  that  road,  will  con- 
sequenlly  be  diverted  fi'om  the  state— that  Philadelphia- 
furnishes  k  large  revenue  to  the  stale,  which  will  be 
augmented  as  its- internal  trade  increases— and  that  she 
has  ivhyays  furn|fhGd,  and  is  still  able  atid willing  to  fur- 
nish,'^ Ifii'^e  capital  for  the  prosecution  and  completion 
of  the  great -pubhc  w  orks  already  commenced — If  all 

'  these  be  not  arguir}ents  sirfficleht  to  prove  the  impohcy 
of  granting  -the  request^  we  are 'at  a  loss  to  know  what 
others  will  produce'  - th»t  eff"ect.  - 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by"  William  F.  Ged- 
de.s,  No.  sa  Locust  street,  Philadelphia;  where,  and  at 
the  'Editor's  residence,-  in  Noi  thl2th  st.  3d  door  south 
of  Cherry  -st.  Subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  received-- 
I'rice  five  dollars  per  annum  payable  in  six  months  after 
the  ccmmenccinentof  publication — and  annually,  there- 
after, by  subscribers  resident  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
there  is.an-agent..  Other  subscribers  pay  in  advance- 
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NO.  57* 

REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Roads,  Bridges  &  Inland  Naviga- 
tion, on  granting  the  Baltimore  and' Susquehanna  Rail 
Road  Company  the  privilege  of  extending  their  Rail 
Road  into  the  State  of  Fennsylvania — Read  in  the  Se- 
nate, January  17,  1829. 

Mr.  Duncan,  from  the  committee  on  roads,  bridg'es 
and  inland  navig'ation,  to  whom  was.ref  erred  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  York,  and  of  other  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth,  praying  that  the  assent  of  this  state  may 
be  given  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Maryland,  incorporating  the  Baltimore  and 
Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  and  the  remonstrances 
of  citizens  of  this  state,  against  the  incorporation  of  said 
company,  made 

heport: 

That  the  peculiar  claims  set  forth  in  the  petitions,  and 
the  important  considerations  suggested,  in  the  remon- 
strances, have  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  your 
committee;  and  they  deem  it  most  respectful  to  the  Se- 
nate to  lay  before  it  the  reasons  which-  have  led  them  to 
adopt  the  resolution  submitted.  In  the  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  York,  they  refer  to  the  memorials  presented 
by  them  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  as  exhibit- 
ing their  views  in  asking  the  passage  of  the  act.  By  a 
reference  to  that  memorial,  it  would  appear  that  the 
main  reason  on  which  they  urge  their  claim  on  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  legislature,  is  founded  on  that 
principle  of  public  policy,  'which  considers  the  improve- 
ment and  prosperity  of  any  one  part  of  the  common- 
wealth as  diffusing  itself  and  contributing  to  the  welfare 
of  every  other  part;  and  they  respectfidly  hope,  that 
the  same  policy  may  be  extended  to  them,  in  encourag- 
ing and  enabling-  them  to  use  any  advantages  which  their 
local  situation  may  invite."  While  your  committeeare 
not  disposed  to  deny,  that  the  local  situation  of  York 
would  derive  very  great  advantages  from  any  system  of 
improvement  which  would  direct  the  immense  trade 
destined  to  be  transported  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
through  its  territor)',  they  are  yet  to  be  convinced"  how 
this  great  advantage  to  be  e!\ioyed  by  the  citizens  of 
York  woufd  dif^"use  itself  and  contribute  to  the  welfare 
of  every  other  part  of  the  state.  The  inhabitants  of 
York  would,  no  doubt,  reap  a  partial  profit  from  tlie  tran- 
sit of  produce  and  merchandize  through  it;  but  in  what 
way  this  transit  would  benefit  every  other  part  of  the 
state,  the  petitioners  have  not  thought  proper  to  explain, 
and  your  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  divine.  At  the  last 
session,  the  citizens  of  York  petitioned  the  legislature  to 
incorporate  a  company  to  make  a  fail  road  from  the  bead 
of  Conewago  canal  to  the  '^laryland  line — a  company 
which  was  to  be  under  the  protection  and  cognizance  of 
the  laws  of  this  state.  The  petitioners  now  allege  that 
they  have  abandoned  this  project;  and  now  ask  of  the 
legislature  to  give  the  assent  of  the  commonwealth  to 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  to  confer  on  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna 
rail  road  company  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
corporation  in  tbis  state,  with  authority  to  enter  the  ter- 
ritory of  Pennsylvania  to  construct  a  rail  road  from  the 
head'of  Conewago  canal  to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  application  of  the 
inhabitants  of  York,  the  attention  of  your  committee 

Vol.  Ill,  9  ■ 


has  been  necessarily  directed  to  an  inquiry  into  the  views 
and  objects  of  this  Maryland  company.  In  this  inquiry, 
your  committee  are  fortunately  not  left  to  conjecture; 
These  views  and  objects  ai-e  distinctly  set  forth  in  a  re' 
port  made  at  a  meeting  consisting  of  delegates  from  the 
Baltimore  and  York  turnpike,  the  Conewago  canal  turn-- 
pike  and  the  York  Haven  company,  held  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1827.  The  com- 
mittee consider  the  report  worthy  of  great  commenda- 
tion, for  the  candor  with  which  the  views  of  the  compa- 
ny are  officially  exliibited,  and  the  boldness  with  which 
their  objects  are  openly  avowed.  It  appears  from  this 
report  and  proceedings,  that  the  cause  wliich  gave  rise 
to  the  assemblag'e  of  tliese  various  companies,  arose 
from  a  serious  apprehension  of  the  injurious  effects  on 
the  trade  of  Baltimore  of  the  measures  then  lately  adopt- 
ed by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
ternal impro\  ement3;  and  the  object  of  this  assemblage 
appears  to  be,  to  adopt  means  to  counteract  tliose  mea- 
sures so  far  as  the  c\Xy  of  Philadelphia  was  to  derive  a 
benefit  from  their  accomplishment.  7'he  following  ex- 
tracts from  their  report  will  fully  justify  these  inferen- 
ces. 

Extracts  from  the  report  and  proceedings  in  relation  to  a 
rail  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Siisquehannd. 

"The  public  mind  has  at  length  become  directed  to' 
the  improvement  of  Internal  resources;  audit  is  matter 
of  great  gTatlficatlon  to  find  the  sentiment  pervading  the 
whole  communit)^,  that  the  commercial  existence  of  the 
city,  rests  upon  opening  an  intercourse  with  the  vast  re- 
gions west  of  the  Allegheny,  and  the  extensive  tracts  of 
country  included  within  the  states  of  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia." 

"To  facilitate  the  natural  means,  or  to  create  an  artifi- 
cial means  of  easy  communication  with  this  immense  re- 
gion, seems  now  to  occupy  the  undivided  public  opinion. 
The  liberal  and  enlightened,  the  bold  and  manly  enter- 
prise which  belongs  to  our  city,  is  all  directed  to  the 
completion  of  this  magnificent  undertaking,  and  we  may 
look  forward  with  a  well  founded  confidence  to  the  pe- 
riod, when  we  shall  realize  all  its  promised  reward." 

"That  the  period  for  systematic  and  powerful  exertion 
on  the  part  of  Baltimore  has  at  length  arrived,  is  no 
longer  doubted.  T  he  great  plans  which  are  going  on 
and  in  a  great  measure  matured  in  New  York,  and  those 
which  are  projected  and  will  be  com])leted  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, show  a  determination  on  the  part  of  our  rival  ci- 
ties, to  push  as  far  as  unlimited  capital,  seconded  by 
liberal  views  and  great  enterprise,  a  competition  which 
can  only  become  dangerous,  if  we  permit  their  schemes 
to  be  matiu'ed,  and  the  current  of  trade  to  take  a  settled 
direction  in  the  channels  provided  for  it  by  our  rivals. 
For  commerce,  like  water,  will  seek  its  level,  depending 
on  natural  or  artificial  causes,  and  if  we  once  permit  it 
to  be  diverted  from  its  natural  channel,  it  will  be  found 
most  difficult  to  bring  it  back.  If,  on  the  other,  we  en- 
ter early  into  the  field  of  competition,  and  improve  our 
natural  advantages,  we  make  the  efforts  of  our  rivals 
tributaiy  to  our  views,  and  they  cannot  make  a  foot  of 
canal  or  railwaj",  erect  a  bridge,  or  pave  aturnpike  road, 
■which  does  not  necessarily  lead  the  trade  or  commerce 
embarked  upon  it  directly  to  our  door.  We  have  noth- 
ing in  fact  to  do  but  to  take  up  the  work  where  they 
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leave  it,  and  to  finish  ata  trifling  expense  a  greatline  of 
internal  communication,  wliicli  the  exertions  of  our  spi- 
rited and  enterprising  neighbours  have  conducted  with- 
in our  reach." 

"Baltimore  must  and  will  be  the  great  central  city  of 
the  Union  — no  rivalry  can  impede  her  progi-ess — no 
competition  disappoint  her  di-stined  elevation,  if  her 
citizens  are  but  true  to  themselves  and  unite  with  then- 
characteristic  enterprise,  to  improve  advantages  and  cvil- 
tivate  the  resources  whicli  Providence  has  placed  at  their 
disposal." 

With  such  objects,  thus  openly  avowed  by  the  com- 
panies, it  is  asked  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  to  give 
its  assent  to  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland, 
incorporating  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road 
company,  by  which  they  are  to  be  accomplished.  The 
attention  of  your  committee  has  been  therefore  necessa- 
rily directed  to  an  inquiry  into  the  claims  of  this  compa- 
ny for  the  passage  of  the  act  prayed  for  in  the  petitions, 
and  the  consequences  of  granting  it,  as  they  may  here- 
after aflect  the  policy  and  interest  of  this  state. 

It  is  true  that  the  several  states  of  the  Union  are 
bound  by  political  ties,  and  are  said  to  bear  to  each  oth- 
er the  relationship  of  sisterhood.  In  the  intercourse  of 
the  states,  these  lies  and  this  relationship  necessarily  call 
for  the  exercise  of  mutual  acts  of  comity  and  kindness. 
But  in  no  case,  nor  under  any  circumstances,  can  they 
claim  a  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  tlie  one  to  the  other. 
Each  state  has  parted  with  a  portion  of  its  sovereign 
power  to  the  federal  g-overnment  for  tlie  general  good, 
the  balance  of  power  remaining  in  each  is  to  be  exerci- 
sed for  the  improvement  of  its  own  domestic  condition, 
and  the  advancement  of  its  own  interests. 

Should  the  state  of  South  Carolina  make  a  complaint 
to  this  slate,  that  the  late  tariff  acts  of  congress  operated 
adversely  on  the  planting  interests  of  its  citizens,  and 
ask  of  this  legislature  to  aid  it  in  an  application  to  con- 
gress to  repeal  the  tariff  acts,  the  legislature  would  con- 
sider the  question  involved  in  the  application  as  it  would 
operate  on  the  agricultural  interest  of  Pennsjdvania,  and 
act  accordingly.  And  your  committee,  in  their  enqui- 
ries into  the  consequences  of  granting  the  act  prayed 
for,  will  confine  themselves  to  the  question  of  state  in- 
terests . 

It  appears  then  that  the  citizens  of  Maryland  have 
projected  the  most  extensive  schemes  of  internal  im- 
provement, directed  to  draw  the  trade  of  other  states  to 
its  commercial  city.  It  is  represented  in  the  report  that 
a  sentiment  in  favour  of  this  systein,  jiervadesthe  whole 
community,  and  occupies  the  undivided  public  opinion; 
and  it  is  weW  kriown  that  the  most  prominent  of  these 
schemes  has  received  largel}'  of  the  bounty  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Maryland.  It  may  be  asked  then,  to  what 
obje'ct  these  mighty  efforts  are  directed i'  Surely  it  will 
not  be  pretended  that  they  are  directed  to  the  mere  ob- 
ject of  contributing  to  tlie  exclusive  aggrandizement  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  to  the  mere  purpose  of  adding 
to  the  individual  wealth  of  its  inhabitants.  Such  efforts 
thus  zealously  adopted,  and  eagerly  pursued,  can  pro- 
ceed from  no  other  than  a  settled  conviction,  that  gene- 
ral benefits  will  result  to  the  state  from  the  accomplish- 
ment of  those  schemes — that  a  rich  and  growing-  com- 
merce, attracted  to  that  city,  will  diffuse  its  genial 
warmth  over  the  whole  state,  add  to  its  wealth.  Its  pro- 
ductive industry,  its  power  and  popidation ;  and  in  return 
for  its  encouragement,  yield  a  rich  revenue  to  the  com- 
.  monwealth  of  Maryland.  Such  have  been  the  effects  of 
the  g-reat  improvements  accomplished  by  the  state  of 
New  York.  Such  are  the  auspicious  results  anticipated 
from  the  extended  system  uf  internal  impi-ovement 
adopted  in  this  state,  and  sucli  would  appear  to  be  the 
object  to  which  the  cflbrts  of  the  several  states  are  n^ow 
directed,  to  draw  the  trade  of  the  Union  to  their  respec- 
tive conimei-cial  emporiums. 

The  advantages  of  a  commercial  city  to  the  state  in 
which  it  is  located,  are  no  wliere  so  strikingly  illustrated 


as  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  During  a  short  period 
prior  to  tlie  commencement  of  the  great  system  of  inter.- 
nal  improvement,  the  state  had  expended  a  sum  little 
short  of  5  millions  of  dollars  on  roads,  bridges  and  canals, 
and  made  large  appropriations  to  ot!>er  objects  claiming 
legislative  patronage.  And  this  vast  amount  of  expen- 
diture hfi.s  been  encountered  without  a  resort  to  direct 
taxation.  A  reference  to  the  various  reports  of  the 
finances  of  the  commonwealth  during  that' period,  wlK 
show  how  large  a  proportion  of  this  expenditure  has 
been  contributed  by  the  i-evenue  derived  from  the  com- 
merce of  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  advantages  of  this  commerce  to  the 
interests  of  the  state,  are  most  satisfactorily  demonstra- 
ted in  the  report  which  exhibits  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  commonwealth  for  the  last  year. 

From  tlie  report  of  the  finances  of  the  state,  made  by 
the  Auditor  General  at  the  present  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  revenue 
of  the  commonwealth  for  the  past  year  is  $547,370  94; 
and  by  a  reference  to  the  various  items  of  which  this  re- 
venue is  made  up,  it  appears  that  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  contributed  ^340,783  94;  and  that  a  single 
branch  of  the  revenue  derived  from  auction  commis.sions 
and  duties,  constituted  nearly  one  third  of  the  whole  re- 
venues of  the  commonwealth.    It  is  important  to  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  productiveness  of  this  fruitful  branch 
of  the  revenue  will  ever  be  in  the  ratio  of  the  increased 
fiicilities  afforded  to  transportation  and  an  extended  in- 
tercourse.   This  statement  of  the  relative  contributions 
to  the  revenue  of  the  state  is  presented,  as  exhibiting  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  most  satisfactory  de- 
monstration of  the  advantages  of  the  commerce  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  to  the  interests  of  the 
state,  and  the  most  conclusive  proofs  of  the  soundness 
of  that  policy  which  cherishes  that  commerce  by  open- 
ing  and  directing  the  avenues  of  trade  to  the  commer- 
cial metropolis  of  the  state.    In  the  g-rcat  plan  of  inter- 
nal Improvement,  so  ha])pily  devised  to  elevate  the  [Poli- 
tical power  of  the  state,  and  unfold  its  physical  capaci- 
ties,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  an  estimation  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  state  would  derive  from  the  great 
impulse  which  the  system  would  give,  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  formed  one  of 
the  inducements  to  its  undertaking.    This  ))lan  of  im- 
provement as  originally  commenced,  and  subsequently 
extended,  was  laid  on  the  broad  foundation  of  conferring 
its  benefits  on  all  the  great  leading  interests  of  the  state, 
including  its  great  manufacturing  city  in  the  west,  so 
happily  situated  as  to  command  the  immense  trade  of 
the  regions  watered  by  the  Ohio  and  its  tributaries,  and 
embracing  within  its  scope  its  prosjK  rous  commercial 
city,  destined  to  be  the  great  mart  of  its  varied  and  mul- 
tiplied productions.    To  n>eet  the  large  expenditure 
which  the  execution  of  the  great  work  would  necessa- 
rily require,  and  to  pay  the  interests  on  loans  before  the 
various  sections  of  the  canal  could  be  brought  into  suc- 
cessful operation,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  how  large  a 
calculation  was  made  of  the  important  aid  which  the 
city  would  give,  and  the  revenue  its  commerce  would 
yield.    Nor  have  the  calculations  of  the  friends  of  the 
system  in  these  respects  proved  erroneous.  A  reference 
to  the  amount  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  in  1825,  when  the  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement  was  adopted  by  the  legislature,  and 
the  revenue  for  the  last  year,  will  show  an  increase  of 
the  revenue  from  the  city  and  county  of  $80,783  94;  an 
increase  which  affords  an  earnest  of  what  the  advanta- 
ges the  commerce  of  the  city  will  be  to  the  .state,  when 
the  great  woi  ks  now  in  progress  shall  be  brought  into 
active  operation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  every  demon- 
stration in  favour  of  that  enlightened  policy  which  has 
■  enlisted  the  state  in  its  system  of  internal  improvement, 
a  rival  city  of  a  sister  state,  jealous  of  its  effects  in  aug- 
menting the  trade,  and  increasing  the  commerce  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  and  with  a  view,  and  for  the  avow- 
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«d  object  of  countei"acting  the'  system  so  far  as  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  is  to  derive  a  benefit  from  it,  now  asks 
of  this  legislature  to  g-ive  its  assent  to  an  act  which  is  to 
be  the  very  instrument  emplo_ved  in  accomplishing  those 
objects  and  vFews.  Yo'ur  committee  do  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessar^"-  to  multiply  argumetits  against  the  impolicy  of 
yielding  to  the  application  to  give  the  assent  of  the  state 
to  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land; and  relj'ing- on  the  intelligence  of  the  Senate  to 
pei-ceive  the  true  interests  of  the  state,  and  its  firmness 
of  character  to  support  those  interests,  your  committee 
will  not  indulge  in  speculations  on  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences to  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth,  which 
in  their  opinion  would  flow  from  the  passage  of  the  act 
prayed  for  by  the  citizens  of  York. 

The  able  expose  of  the  views  and  objects  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  abound  in 
facts  and  materials  in  justification  of  the  refusal  of  the 
state  to  give  the  requii'ed  assent.  A^'hen  this  expose  was 
made,  the  legislature  of  this  state  had  not  made  provi- 
sion for  the  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  beyond 
Middletown,  and  taking  it  for  granted  that  Middletown 
was  the  place  of  the  termination  of  the  state  improve- 
ments, the  report  is  led  to  indulge  in  the  remarks: 

"  We  have  nothing  in  fact  to  do  but  to  take  up  the 
■work  where  they  leave  it,  and  to  finish,  at  a  trifling  ex- 
pense, a  great  line  of  internal  communication,  vvliich  the 
exertions  of  our  spirited  and  enterprising  neighbours 
have  conducted  within,  our  reach." 

"Upon  reference  to  the  view  of  the  country,  and  the 
improvements  now  going  on  in  Pennsylvania,  it  will  be 
observed  that  our  rail  road  contemplates  intersecting 
the  Susquehanna  at  the  point  where  the  immense  line 
of  canals  now  in  progi-ess  hi  that  state  terminates." 

Since  this  report  was  made,  in  conformity  to  the  ori- 
ginal plan,  the  legislature  h«s  made  provision  for  the 
canal  from  Middletown  tp  Columbia,  and  for  a  rail  road 
from  thence  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia — important 
links  in  the  great  chain  of  internal  improvement;  and 
these  lines  are  i\pw  in  the  way  of  construction.  The  exe- 
cution of  these  extended  works  are  to  involve  a  large 
amount  of  expenditure  by  the  state,  and  have  been  un- 
dertaken with  a  view  to  transport  the  immense  trade 
destined  to  be  carried  on  the  Pennsylvania  canals  to  the 
commercial  metropolis  of  the  state.  With  a  view  to 
show  the  amount  of  revenue  to  -be  derived  frorn  the  ca- 
pital invested  by  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail 
road  company,  in  constructing  the  road  from  Middle- 
town,  selected,  as  a  point  of  intersection,  to  Baltimore, 
the  report  furnishes  data  on  which  a  calculation  may  be 
made  of  the  revenues  that  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  from 
Middletown  to  Columbia,  and  the  rail  road  from  thence 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  will  yield  to  this  state,  and 
which  it  is  asked  of  the  state  to  give  to  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore. 

Extract  from  the  report. 

"As  we  before  observed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  form 
any  thing  like  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
the  produce  which  will  descend  the  valley  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna in  a  few  years,  but  some  opinion  of  the  kind 
and  amount  of  these  commodities  may  be  formed  by  re- 
ference to  the  following  account  of  the  arks,  rafts,  and 
boats,  which  descended  the  river  last  spring,. under  all 
the  inconvenience,  and  at  all  the  hazards  incident  to  that 
perilous  navigation. 

"From  an  accurate  account  kept  by  a  respectable  ci- 
tizen of  Harrisburg,  it  appears  that  between  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  Februar)',  and  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1827, 
there  passed  that  place, 

"Rafts  1631,  arks  1370.  It  is  supposed  that  the  rafts 
contained  on  an  average,  25,000  feet  of  lumber,  which 
would  amount  to  40,775,000  feet. 

"Two  hundred  of  the  arks  were  laden  with  anthracite 
coal,  averaging  55  tons  each,  making  11,000  tons. 

"The  remaining  1170  arks  were  ladened  principally 
with  flour  and  whiskey  for  the  Baltimore  market,  and 


carried  on  an  average  400  barrels  each,  making  468,000 
barrels. 

"  It  is  siipposed  that  about  300  keel  bottomed  boat?, 
carr_ying'  from  800  to  900  bushels  of  wheat  descended 
during-  the  same  period,  say  800,  makes  240,000  bush- 
els of  wheat,  at  35  busliels  to  the  ton,  makes  6,857  tons. 

"The  articles  above  enumerated  found  their  way  to 
market  over  the  difficult  and  dangerous  navigation  from 
York  Haven  to  tide  at  Port  Deposit,  from  whence  it 
was  transhipped  into  bay  crafis  and  taken  to  Baltimore. 

"From  information  derived  from  persons  residing  on 
the  margin  of  the  Susquehanna  for  many  years,  and  per- 
fectly conversaiu  with  the  nature  and  extent  ot  its  trade, 
it  is  ascertained  that  if  a  rail  road  was  consti-ucted  from 
York  Haven  to  Baltimore,  not]  exceeding  eighty  miles, 
and  it  could  be  travelled  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  a  ton 
permile,  it  would  absorb  the  whole  trade  which  now 
descends  the  river,  as  the  transportation  upon  the  rail- 
way would  be  at  least  one-third  cheaper  than  by  way  of 
the  river,  and  in  bay  crafts  after  itj-eaches  the  tide.  At 
tliis  rate  the  transportation  of  the  produce  which  came 
down  the  river  between  the  twenty-eighth  February 
and  twenty -tliird  .Tune  last,  would  be  as  follows,  upon 
a  rail-road  si.xty  miles  on!}': 
Two  hundred  arks,  55  tons  of  coal  each,  mak- 
ing 11,000  tons,  at  3  cents  per  ton  a  mile,  for 
sixty  miles       -       -       -       -       -       -  ?19.800 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  arks 
of  flour  and  whiskey,  each  ark  having  400 
barrels,  making  468,000  barrels,  equal,  at 
200  pounds  to  the  barrel,- to  41,785  tons,  at 
3  cents  per  ton  per  mile    -        -        -        -  75,213 

Three  hundred  keel  boats,  each  800  bushels 
of  wheat,  say  35  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  ton, 
240,000  bushels  make  6857  tons,  at  3  cents 
per  ton  per  mile  -  -  -  "  -  -  12,342 
One  thousand  six  hundred  thirty-one  rafts,  con- 
taining 25,000  feet  of  lumber,  is  40,775,000, 
at  2  cents  per  mile  per  thousand  feet        -  48,930 
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"  If  the  data  upon  which  these  calculations  are  found- 
ed be  correct,  the  conclusion  cannot  be  avoided.  That 
even  upon  tlie  small  quantity  of  produce  which  de- 
scended last  spring,  the  above  amount  of  tolls  would  be 
received.  Tiie  produce  which  descended  last  autumn, 
would  also  conti'ibute  to  swell  the  amount. 

"  This  table  is  merely  given  as  a  practical  example, 
and  Illustrative  oi  the  jjrobable  revenue  from  the  rail 
i  road,  even  in  the  present  condition  of  the  trade;  and 
I  when  the  intercourse  shall  have  increased  to  the  extent 
I  to  which  it  must  inevitably  swell,  the  calculation  which 
'  shall  include  both  the  a-  cending  and  descending  trade, 
will  indeed  assume  the  appearance  of  extravagance." 

These  statements  furnished  by  the  report,  present  the 
most  flattering  prospects  of  the  revenue  the  state  will 
derive  from  the  Columbia  and  Phlla.delphia  rail  road, 
and  add  fresh  inducements  to  accelerate  its  construction. 
Surely  it  cannot  be  seriously  asked  of  this  state,  encoun- 
tering so  larg-e  an  expenditvire  to  construct  the  work, 
to  part  with  so  large  an  amount  of  revenue;  for  most 
certainly  it  is  openly  avowed  in  the  report,  that  the 
Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road,  if  constructed, 
would  inevitably  enjoy  the  trade  intended  to  be  con- 
ducted on  the  rail  road  to  Philadelphia. 

Nor  is  this  all  that  is  asked  of  the  state  to  give  away. 
It  has  long  been  a  subject  of  complaint  by  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  that  the  citizens  of  this  state,  who  carry  their 
produce  to  its  market,  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
that  produce  in  purchasing  merchandise  in  Philadelphia 
— attracted  there,  no  doubt,  by  a  better  market.  _  'I'his 
trade  is  a  rich  prize  coveted  by  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
and  which  it  is  one  object  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susque- 
hanna rail  road  to  secure  to  that  city. 

Par  be  it  from  the  committee  to  censure  or  condemn 
the  vigorous  efforts  and  enterprise  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
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land  to  secure  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  great  and  in- 
creasing' trade  of  the  Union.  In  their  opinion  they  are 
the  oJfspring-  of  an  enlig'htened  and  commendable  policy. 
Is  it  not  then  equally  a  wise  and  commendable  pohcy  in 
tlie  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  direct  the  trade  of  its  own 
state  to  its  own  commercial  city,  with  the  happy  locality 
.  ofbeing- enabled  to  give  it  that  direction  within  its  own 
territory?  It  is  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  your  committee  are  not  aware 
of  the  occurrence  of  any  untoward  circumstance  to  pro- 
duce a  change  of  that  system. 

The  citizens  of  York,  who  are  so  desirous  of  availing- 
themselves  of  the  advantag-es  which  they  propose  to 
reap,  by  having- the  wiiole  trade  destined  to  be  transport- 
ed on  the  Pennsylvania  canals  to  pass  through  its  terri- 
tory, can  offer  no  equivalent  for  the  losses  every  other 
part  of  the  state  would  suffer  from  giving  its  trade  such 
a  direction;  and  they  cannot,  therefore,  with  any  justice, 
-complain  of  the  refusal  of  the  state  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  their  petitioners. 

Nor  can  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  have  any  just  cause 
of  complaint  at  the  refusal  of  this  state  to  make  so  great 
a  sacrifice  of  interests  to  contribute  to  the  advancement 
of  their  prosperity.  An  occasion  is  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  members  of  this  body,  v/hen,  on  a  favour 
being  asked  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  by  the  citizens 
of  Baltimore,  as  a  condition  of  granting-  it,  a  favour  was 
asked  of  them  in  retui-n,  which  waspcremptorily  refused. 
When  the  Ohio  and  Baltimore  rail  road  company  pre- 
.sented  their  magnificent  scheme  of  improvement  to  this 
body,  and  asked  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  permis- 
sion to  pass  through  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
a  view  to  construct  a  rail  road  to  the  Ohio  to  intercept 
the  trade  of  that  immense  region  and  conduct  it  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  it  will  be  recollected  that  in  this  body- 
a  condition  was  proposed  to  the  grant  of  this  privileg-e, 
viz.  that  the  Bultimore  and  Ohio  rail  road-company 
should  secure  to  this  state  the  rig-ht  of  intersecting  their 
rail  road  atjaiiy  point  in  the  state  of  Maryland.  When 
this  condition  had  received  the  sanction  of  this  body  the 
commissioners  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  who 
attended  here  to  urg-c  their  claims,  indignantly  refused 
to  accept  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state,  with  a 
condition  which  the)'  alleged  would  be  utterly  destruc- 
tive of  their  whole  project.  The  arguments  they  pre- 
sented in  justification  of  their  refusal  to  accept  an  act 
with  such  a  condition,  were — that  their  project  was  in- 
tended exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, that  the  immense  expenditure  which  the  execu- 
tion of  so  stupendous  a  work  would  involve  was  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  the  state  of 
Maryland;  that  if  the  privilege  was  granted  by  the  com- 
pany to  this  state  to  intersect  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  at  any  point  within  the  territory  of  Mar3'land, 
it  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
at  a  trifling  expense,  to  reap  all  the  benefits  of  their  im- 
provement, made  with  their  money,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, and  thus  to  deprive  Baltimore  of  that  very  trade 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  rail  road  to  conduct  to  the 
city;  and  that  rather  than  submit  to  such  a  condition, 
which  would  be  destructive  of  their  project,  they 
would  avoid  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pursue  a 
devious  course  throug-h  the  state  of  Virg-inla.  At  a  sub- 
sequent session,  the  legislature,  yielding  no  doubt  con- 
viction to  these  arguments,  and  believing  that  it  might 
be  unreasonable  to  require  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  company  to  give  to  this  state  a  right  of  inter- 
secting their  improvement,  which  would,  according  to 
their  represenlations,  enable  this  state  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  their  labours  and  expenditures,  gave  its  assent  to  the 
company  to  pass  their  rail  road  through  the  territoi')'  of 
Pennsylvania,  williout  reserving  as  a  condition  of  this 
assent  the  rig'ht  of  intersection,  so  obnoxious  to  the  com- 
pany. This  condition  may  be  considered  in  some  de- 
gree analogous  to  the  present  application  to  the  leg-isla- 
ture  to  give  its  assent  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Balti- 
IDore  {i-nd  Susquehanna  rt^il  road  company,  with  some 


circumstances  mord  favourable  in  the  contrast  to  this 
state,  to  whom  the  application  is  made. 

The  case  may  be  stated  thus:  The  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia has  projected,  and  is  now  carrying-  into  execution, 
an  enlarged  and  comprehensive  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, designed  to  furnish  to  its  citizens  the  advan- 
tage of  a  cheap  transportation  and  an  easy  access  to 
market;  and  to  make  its  own  city  that  mai-ket;  to  fos- 
ter its  commerce,  which,  ever  grateful,  repays  the  fa- 
vours conferred  on  it,  and  this  great  work,  involving  an 
immense  expenditure,  is  to  be  constructed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state;  and  it  is  asked  of  the  legislature  to 
give  to  a  rival  city  the  privilege  of  intersecting  these 
great  improvement-s  at  a  point  within  its  own  territory, 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  trade  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Baltimore,  to  enable  that  city  to  reap  the  benefits 
of  the  system  of  internal  improvement  executed  at  the 
expense  of  this  state,  and  to  deprive  the  state  of  the  re- 
venue derived  from  the  trade  of  its  own  commercial 
city,  and  of  the  large  amount  of  tolls  which  it  is  confi- 
dentl}' anticipated  will  be  derived  from  the  gi-eat  line  of 
communication  from  Middletown  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  having  refused  then  to  this  state 
the  right  of  intersecting  within  its  territory  a  great  line 
of  communication  projected  by  that  city,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  directing-  to  it  the  trade  of  the  union,  most  cer- 
tainly can  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  at  the  refusal 
of  this  state  to  give  to  that  city  the  right  of  intersecting 
its  great  improvements  within  the  territory  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  avowed  purpose  of  drawing  to  Balti- 
more the  trade  destined  to  be  conducted  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

'  From  every  view  of  the  subject  which  your  committee 
have  been  able  to  take,  having  a  proper  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  commonwealth,  and  a  sincere  disposition 
to  accommodate  the  inhabitants  of  Yoik,  they  can  ar- 
rive at  no  other  conclusion  than  that  it  would  be  doing- 
an  act  of  injustice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
the  state,  and  an  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  state,  to 
grant  the  act  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners.  They 
therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  to  give  the  assent  of  this  state  to  the 
act  of  the  general  assembly  of.Maryland,  incorporating- 
the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company, 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  citi 
zens  ofthis  common\\'ealth,  and  an  injury  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  and  it  would  be  therefore  inexpedient 
to  g-rant-the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
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Report  of  MoNciiTtE  RojiiNsojf,  Civil  Engineer,  on  the 
Susquehannah  and  Lehigh  Canal. 

TO  TH13  CAKAl  COMMISSIONERS  OP  PENNSYLVANIA.. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour,  in  continuation  of  my  report* 
presented  on  the  5th  ultimo,  to  offer  to  your  honourable 
Board  a  more  minute  description,  and  an  estimate,  of 
the  proposed  Susquelianna  and  Lehigh  Canal,  accom- 
jjanied  by  a  plan  and  profile  of  the  same.  It  has  beer* 
found  on  laying  down  the  lines  traced  along  the  Nesco- 
pec  valley,  that  the  length  of  a  canal  as  stated  in  the 
report  above  mentioned,  might  be  reduced  as  much  as 
o  2-3  miles,  by  five  tunnels,  varying-  in  length  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred  and  five  poles,  and  two  crossings  of  the 
Nescopec.  These  changes  are  delineated  in  the  plan 
herewith  presentt  d.  In  two  cases,  they  would  not  it  is 
believed  be  attended  with  a  material  accession  of  ex- 
pense, and  the  inconveniences  of  tunnels  and  an  in- 
creased expense  might  perhaps  be  justified  in  the  other 
cases  by  the  reduction  in  the  length  of  the  canal. 
These  modifications  of  the  line  are  therefore  mentioned 
as  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  a  locating  engineer 
should  be  directed  in  the  event  of  an  execution  of  the 
work.  ^ 

*  Se.e'e.egister,,p.  . 
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.  The  following- estimate  is  submitted  for  a  canal  on  the 
line  traced  in  carmine  in  the  map.-  The  dimensions  as- 
sumed, 40  feet  wide  at  top-vvatei'  mark,  25  feet  wide  at 
bottom,  and  five  feet  deep;  locks  as  on  the  Belaware 
division  of  Pennsylvania  Canal,  90  feet  by  11  in  the 
clear;  to  be  constructed  of  .substantial  masoni'v  lined 
with  plank.  The  lining-  so  arrang-ed  as  to  admit  of 
being-  removed  and  replaced  without  derang-lng-  the  mn- 
sonry,  except  where  stone  favourable  to  hammering  can 
be  had,  in  which  case  the  lining-  to  be  dispensed  with, 
and  a  hammered  face  laid  in  water-proof  cement  to  be 
adopted  in  its  stead. 

Section  1st. 
From  the  Lehigh  to  No.  7 — 576, 6  poles  long. 
-  This  section  commences  at  the  Lehig-h  five  perches 
below  the  mouth  of  Wright's  creek.  One  hundred  and 
thirty  poles  of  the  section  present  favourable  ground  for 
a  canal.  A  large  part  of  the  remaining  distance  is  on 
rocky  and  unfavourable  ground,  at  the  foot  of  Maple 
Ridge.  It  will  be  judicious,  in  this  pai-t  of  the  section, 
so  to  adjust  base  lines,  as  to  afford  but  little  excavation. 
This,  however,  must  be  encountered  at  locks,  and  at 
the  head  of  levels,  and  will  generally  prove  to  be  rock, 
at  a  depth  of  12  or  15  inches.  Near  "the  end  of  this  sec- 
iion  the  feeder  from  the  Lehigh  is  received. 

The  estimate  for  this  item  is  made  for  a  feeder  having 
a  bottom  width  of  14  feet  as  far  as  Pine  Run,  and  thence 
to  the  Lehigh,  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek,  of  10  feet, 
a  fall  of  one  foot  per  mile;  and  banks  5i  feet  high.  The 
ground  for  an  estimate  has  been  considered  as  present- 
ing similar  difficulties  with  that  over  which  an  experi- 
mental feeder  line  was  traced.  This  may  or  may  not  be 
the  c-Ase,  as  the  great  reduction  in  the  summit  level 
would  place  a  feeder  line  much  nearer  to  the  Lehigh 
than  that  traced.  This  particular  item  may  therefore  be 
considered  as  doubtful. 


Grubbing  and  clearing       -       -  - 
11,539  yards  excavation  at  10  cents  -     '  - 
25,214    do.        do     ■  a  13  cents  - 
20,033  yards  embankment  a  16  cents 
3740  yards  rock  excavation,  a  60  cents     -  - 
9612    do.    do.       do.        a  70  cents 
3100  yards  lining,  a  25  cents      -       .  - 
3680  yards  puddle  a  40  cents     -    "  - 
5  feet  culvert,  containing  130  yards,  a  $2  10 
Waste  weirs      -  '  - 
Feeder  line,  including  dam  across  Lehigh, 
wastes  at  Wright's  creek  and  Pine  run, 
guard  gates,  and  basin  at  junction  with 
canal      -       .       -  '     -       -     r  - 
Bridge       -       -       -  - 

13  locks  of  10  feet  lift,  and  one  of  9  feet,  a 
450  dollars     -       -       -       -       -  - 

Additional  cost  of  3  combined, locks,  a  '■ 
3  Tenements  for  lock  keepers 


768  75 
1153  90 
3277  82 
3202  28 
2244  00 
6728  40 

775  00 
1472  00 

273  00 

576  00 


18860  00 
200  00 

62550  00 
9000  00 
-600  00 


-  -   -       111,681  15 
Section  2d.  ~ 
From  No.  7  on  Lehigh  side  of  summit,  to  No.  10  on  Sifs- 
quehanna  side,-  3'26,9 poles  long  as  traced,  but  may  be 
reduced  by  the  tunnel  to  309,6 poles. 

This  section  comprises  only  the  tunnel  and  deep  cut- 
ting on  summit  level.  The  estimate  for  rock  excavation 
encountered  in  each  is  made  for  sand-stone  of  the  same 
character  throughout — and  the  expense  of  its  excava- 
tion increased  of  course  only  by  the  additional  expense 
of  removal  from  greater  depths,  and  to  a  greater  dis- 
tance. 

Grubbing  and  clearing    -       -    '  .     "  -  370  00 

15391  yards  of  excavation,  a  15  cents  -  2308  65 
6935      do.  do.         a  25  cents     -         1733  75 

17330  yards  rock  excavation,  a  1  dollar  -  17330  00 
8082  yards  do.  a  SI  20     -         9698  40 

Tunnel.     175  poles  or  2887.5  feet  long. 

Greatest  width  18  feet — greatest  height 

16  feet. 


62,370  00 


1,587  00 
4,350  00 
450  00 


Exfcavation — 9  cubic  yards,  per 
running  foot  a  $2  40  cts 

Excavation  of  shafts,  and  con- 
nections with  tunnel  for  rais- 
ing- excavated  stone,  690  cubic 
yards,  a  $2  30  cts 

Raising-  water  and  draining 

Centering  - 

Arching  and  lining  partially  1450 
running-  feet  of  tunnel,  and  ex- 
cavating for  same,  2  cubic 
yards  per  running  foot:  lining 
being  dressed  to  good  beds  and 
joints,  and  laid  in  water-proof 
cement,  a  $5  75  cts.  per  yard   16>675  00 

Masonry  of  towing  path,  large 
hammered  stone  substantially 
coped  and  secured  to  rock, 
1443  cubic  yards,  a  $3  75  per 
yard     -  - 

Masonry  at  entrances  to  tunnel, 
205  cubic  yards,  a  $3  per  yd. 


5,411  25 
615  00 


-Aggregate 


91,458  25 


Section  3d. 


91,458  25 
122,899  05 


From  No,  10  to  No.  47— 905,8 poles. 
This  section  is  along  the  northern  slope  of  Maple 
Ridge,  which  is  frequently  steep  and  rocky.  To  avoid 
excessive  rock  excavation,  the  line  is  thrown  often  into 
embankment.  The  amount  of  this  last  is  increased  by 
that  necessary  to  pass  Yager  run,  which  is  crossed  by 
the  line  in  this  section. 

1472  00 
4004  00 
3956  16 
12852  80 
737  50 
32  00 
7542  60 
576  00 
44100  00 
600  00 


Grubbing  and  clearing     .       -       .  - 
36,400  yards  excavation,  all  cents  - 
30,432    do.        do.       a  13  cents  - 
80,330  yards  of  embankment,  a  16  cents  - 
10  feet  culvert  across  Yager  i-un 
Puddling  on  do.        -       .      -  - 
12,571  yards  of  rock  excavation,  a  60  cents 
Waste  weirs     -    .  .  - 
9  locks  of  10  ^nd  one  of  8  feet  lift  at  $450 
3  tenements     -       -       -       -  - 


-  ^  75,873  56 

Sectioit  4th. 

From' No.  47  to  No.  99 — 137^,4 poles  Img. 
This  section  continues  along  the  northern  slope  of 
Yager  mountain,  which  is  sometimes  very  rocky.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  form  a  canal  by  partial  rock  exca- 
vation and  embankment.  Sometimes  the  mountain 
slope  is  of  loose  rock,  and  steep,  in  which  case  it  will 
be  most  judicious  to  form  the  canal  of  those  loose  stones 
and  line  it.  Occasional  spurs  and  hollows  increase  the 
amount  both  of  excavation  and  embankment: 
Grubbing  and  clearing  -  -  -  -  2172  00 
46,720  yards  of  excavation,  a  14  cents  -  6540  80 
56,901  yai-ds  do.  often  small  rock,  a  20  cts.  11380  20 
4216  yards  of  rock  excavation,  a  60  cents,  2529  60 
7825  do.  do  a  70  cents,        5477  50 

74365  yards  of  embankment,  a  15  cents,  11154  75 
28195  do  do.  a  20  cents,         5639  00 

2558  yards  of  puddle,  a  40  cents  -  -  1023  20 
12800  yai-ds  of  lining,  a  25  cents       -       -       3200  00 

Waste  weir  /       288  00 

11  locks  of  10  feet  lift  each       -  -    49500  00 

3  tenements  -       600  05 


99,505  05 


Section  5tii. 
From  No.  99  to  No.  130—1171,4  poles  long, 
This  section,  in  the  first  eighty-five  perches,  crosses 
the  Nescopec  at  a  point  believed  to  be  the  most  favouv- 
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able  for  this  purpose.  The  line  afterwards  continues  on 
ground  varying'  in  declivity  from  3°  to  25°.  On  cither, 
very  g-entle  slopes,  or  the  steeper  portions  of  the  line,  a 
canal'  would  be  constructed  by  excavation,  and  rock 
both  detached  and  solid,  will  be  met  with.  At  one 
point  five  perclies  of  vertical  wall  will  be  required,  and 
some  blastint^  be  encountered.  A  stream,  VVcnn's  run, 
subject  to  considerable  rises,  is  crossed  between  sta- 
tions 118  and  119;  and  in  the  last  sixty  perches  a 
point  of  g-round,  18  feet  above  our  base  must  be  cut 
throuij-h,  in  order  to  avoid  a  considerable  bend  of  the 
creek  in  this  distance. 

The  same  level  is  maintained  throughout  this  section. 
Grubbing  and  clearing'  .  -  -  -  548"  91 
46,957yardsof  excavation,  a  10  cents  -  4695  70 
744  20   do.  do.        a  12  cents  8930  40 

16,860   do.  do.        i(deep  cut)  a  16  cts.  2697  60 

16,308  yards  embankment,  a  16  cents  -  2609  28 
4270  yds.  excavation,  detached  rock,  a  40  cts.  1708  00- 
16,971  yards  rock,  a  55  cents  -  -.  ■  .  9334  05 
2060  yards  lining,  a  25  cents  -  ^:  51500 
215  yards  walling,  a  70  cents    .      .  -       -         150  50 

AVaste  weir   288  00 

Waste  weir  on  wall,  (platform  and  bridge)  180  00 
Crossing  Nescopec  creek  by  an  aqueduct  of 

40  feet  span;  voussoirs,  coping,  faciiigof     .  .  .  ' 

parapets  and  abutments,  hewn  stone;  re-  , 
•  mainder  of  structure,  rubble  masonry  with 
'  ■    hammered  face      -       -       -       -       •       7630  00 
3  arches  of  9  feet  span  each  across  Wenn's 

i-un      -       -       -       -       -       -   _  -       1325  00 

Puddling  on  ac^ueduct  and  culvert     -       -  90  30 


countered  by  such  a  centre  line  as  would  affoi-d  within 
the  limits  of  a  canal  an  amount  of  materials  equal  to  its 
construction.  Utlinger's  Spring  Run,  Panther  Run,  and 
Indian  Run,  passed  in  tliis  section,  require  culverts,  and 
I'anther  Run  a  double  embankment,  forty-eig-ht  perches 
long  and  14  feet  higli.  The  section  ends  twelue  poles 
below  the  Berwick  and  Lehigh- turnpike. 

Grubbing  and  clearing     -       -       -       -     .    345  00 

18,831  yards  of  excavation,  at  11  cents  -  2071  41 
2005    do.    (hew  channel  for  Nescopec)  10  cts.  200  50 

47,658  do.    a  13  cents      ....  6195  54 

93,435  yards  embankment,  a  15  cents       -  14015  25 

9105  yards  rock  excavation  a  50  cents       -  4552  50 

11752  do.           do.           a  60  cents       -  705  1  20 

1741  yards  of  slope  wall,  a  45  cents   -       -  783  45 

Waste  weir      -     ■  -       -       -       -       -  288  00 

Six  foot  culvertstt  Utlingei''s  Spring  Run  -  415  00 

Arch  of  14  feet  span  across  Panther  Run   -  1460  00 
Culvert  at  Indian  Run  10  feet  arch,  and  por- 
tion under  canal  of  cast  iron,  in  conse- 

queflce  of  low  level  of  canal  at  this  point  1610  00. 
Puddling  over  arch  at  Panther  Run  and  at 

culveits        -       -    -  >       -     -  .       -  82  00 

3  bridges,  two  St  §200  each,  and  one  atBer-  ^ 

wick  and  Lehigh  turnpike,  a  §300  -  '  700  OO 
8  locks  of  10  feet  lift  each,  a  §450      .    -     36000  00 

4  lock  tenements     -  •  800  00 


40,702  74 

~  Suction  6th'. 

Front  No.  130  to  No.  173^1367,9  poles.  -  _ 
This  seetion  is  generally  on  steep  ground,  but  not 
rocky  as  far  as  No.  150  at  Conyngham's  Mill.  For  205 
poles  next  beyond  this  stream,  the  line  is  carried  over 
an  alluvial  formation  between  the  Nescopec  and  Spring 
Run,  which  fulls  gradually  tn  the  latter  stream,  rendering 
necessary  successively  extra-excavation,  and  embank- 
ment between  locks.  Two  culverts,  and  a  double  em- 
bankment of  eighty  perches  long,  are  required  to  pass 
Spring  run-  Between  this  stream  and  the  end  of  the 
section,  rock  evcavation  will  be  encountered,  and  a  cul- 
vert and  low  double  embankment  be  required  across 
Woodring's  Run.  .  -  • 

Grubbing  and  clearing  -  -  .  ,-  -  '  501  00 
131,468  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents  -  13146  80 
71,297  yards  of  embankment,  at  14  cents  -  9981-  58 
20,905   do.  do.         at  16  cents    -     3344  80 

5500  yards  of  detached  rock,  at  40  cents  -  2200  00 
6751  yards  of  rock,  a  60  cents  -       -      4050  60 

2  culverts  of  9  feet  span  each,  at  Spring  Run,  952  50 
4  foot  culvert  at  Woodring's  Run  -  -  305  09 
Changing  course  of  Woodring's  Run  -  -  50  00 
Puddling  over  culverts  -  -  -  ■:  53  00 
"Waste  weirs  -  -  -  _  -  -  -  576  00 
Feeder  from  Nescopec  at  Station  161,  com- 
prising guard  gate  and  dam     ...      1100  00 

3  bridges,  2  for  farms,  and  1  at  Conyngham's 

n,-,ll        -       -       -       -       -       -       -       650  00 

11  locks  of  10  feet  lift  each,  a  §450  -  .  49500  00 
3  lock  tenements,  a  ^200  each    -       -       -       600  00 


-    ■  •■■•■j-.'cv:-   .  ■     r6,569  85 

■  S.tc-rToi<r  8tfi. 
From  No.  216  to  254—1006,9  poles. 

With  this  section  commences  a  marked  difference  in 
the  character  of  the  Nescopeck  valley.    The  shores  of 
the  creek  which  have  been  before  sloping,  beconae 
often  alluvial  bottoms,  or  abrupt  and  precipitous  cliffs. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  section,  and  at  182  poles  farther, 
(in  order  to  avoid  considerable  curves  in  the  line  where 
the  Nescopec  impinge?  itself  ag-ainst  cliffs,)  it  will  be 
advisable  to  construct  in  the  bed  of  the  creek,  filling  up 
to  bottom,  a  part  of  tiie  space  between  the  towing-path 
and  hill  At  the  other  points  in  the  section  of  a  similar  cl\a- 
racter  embankments  in  the  bed  ofthe  creek,-and  protec- 
tion walls  will  be  preferable.  Sometimes  these  embank-  ■ 
ments  will  occupy  nearly  the  whole  channel  of  the 
creek,  but  in  such  ca^es  the  necessary  width  for  the 
Nescopeck  may  be  obtained  by  procuring  the  materials 
for  the  embankments  from  the  opposite  flats. 
Grubbing  and  clearing        -         -         .  260  00 

66,551  yards  of  excavation  a  13  cts.        -  .       8664  63 
36,445  yds.  of  embankment  a  17  cts.       -         6195  65 
30,652  yds.  of       do     .     a  20  cts.       -         6130  40 
3440     do    excavation  of  loose  stones  a  20  cts.  688  00 
1090     do    lining  a  25  els.  272  50 

8622     do  of  rock  a  55  cts.  ■   - . '  V-   .    4743  10 
8375     do  of  do    a  70  cts.  -        .        '5862  5Q 

4182     do  of  Vertical  Wall  a  62  cts.      -         2592  84 
2951      do  of  protection  wall  a  do         -         1829  62 
Six  foot  culvert  to  pass  a  small  stream 
^  crossed  in  course,  336,337        -         -  392  50 

Puddling  on  do  _  25  00 

Waste  weir       -       .  ,     -,     ,..      .  .     .       .288  00 

Two  bridges  -  -  -  ■  -  .  Ji,.  ..  ■  "'  400  00 
13  locks  of  ten  feet  lift  each  a  $450  -  58,500  00 
5  Tenements        -       -       -       -       -  1000  00 


87,011  28 

,  Sr.cTiosr  7th. 

Trom- No.  173  to  No.  216— 1121,9  poles. 
This  section  passes  mostly  along  grovmd  having  a  de- 
-clivlty,  frequently  as  much  as  28°,  and  not  often  less 
than  12°.  The  line  was  kept  as  low  as  it  could-be 
without  admitting  locks  of  a  less  lift  than  10  feet.  The 
trace  adopted,  encounters  frequently  rock  excavation; 
and  renders  necessary  much  embankment;  but  avoids  an 
enormous  amount  of  the  former,  which  would  be  en- 


v.    '       .  97,843  74 

'  ■  Section  9th. 

From  No.  254  to  270—975.  8  poles. 
The  line  is  traced  in  the  beginning  of  this  section  and 
at  four  other  points  along  naked  and  abrupt  cliffs  of 
rock.  The  opposite  shore  of  the  creek  presents  in  each 
instance,  a  body  of  alluvial  land  resting  on  a  foundation 
of  gravel.  The  most  advisable  course  will  tie  to  exca- 
vate anew  channel  for  the  creek  forming  with  the  ma- 
terials thus  obtained  a  guard  bank  between  the  old  and 
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new  channel,  and  converting-  the^  former  into  a  secure 
and  capacious  canal.  It  will  be  necessary  to  protect  the 
guard  banks  by  very  secure  pavements  or  slope  walls; 
the  materials  for  which  will  be  procured  partly  from  the 
rocky  shores  of  tlie  creek,  and  partly  in  excavating  new 
channel.  The  ground  intervening  between  the  points 
above  described,  presents  in  general,  ordinary  excava- 
tion and  embankment,  but  occasionally  red  sand  stone. 
At  No.  257  would  be  a  very  convenient  point  to  tyke  in 
water  from  the  Nescopec,  the  expense  of  which  is  there- 
fore included  in  the  estimate  of  the  section. 

Grubbing  and  clearing       -       -            .  -  235  00 

19,776  yds.  of  excavation  a  12  cents    .  -  .  2373  12 

1775    do    of       do       a  13  cents    .  230  75 

43,218  do  of  embankment  a  14  cents  -■  6050.  52 
78,976  do    of  embankment  earth  obtained 

in  changing  creek  channel  a  20  cts.  15,795  20 

3765  yards  of  rock  excavation  a  70  cts.  2635  50 

12,698  do  of  protection  wall  a  80 cts.  10,1.58  40 

"Waste  weirs  -  -  ■  -  -  -  576  00 
3  bridges  at  $200  each  -    -                   ..  . -.       600  00 

Taking  in  water  from  Nescopec  -  520  00 
Six  locks  of  ten  feet  lift  each,  and  one  of 

eight  feet,  (at  No.  257)  a  ^450         -  30,600  00 

Six  tenements  a  200  dollars       ,  -         -  1200  OO 


-       •-:  70,974-49 
Section  lOth.^  ?  '       .  ■  • 

From  No. '279JO  M.  291 — i31, 7  poles.  [ 

This  section  passes  through  George  Shelheimer's  farm 
and  extends  to  the  forks  of  Nescopec  and  Black  creek. 
A  canal  for  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  section  nrust 
be  formed  on  the  line  traced  by  embankment.  A  part 
of  this  will  occupy  the  bej  of  the  Nescopec  and  should 
be  protected  by  a  slope  wall.  "  . 

Grubbing  and  clearing'^     -  210  00 

5450  yds.  of  excavation  a  12  cents  -  -  .  654  00 
54,686  do.  of  embankment  a  15  cts..  8202  90 

5824  do.  do  /      a  20  cts.         •-       1164  80 

1190  do.  of  j-ock  a  70  cts.  -  -  -  833  00 
2366  do.  of  ".protection  walla  80  cts.  -.■  1892  80 
Bridge  -  '■  /  . .  -  -  -  -.i  -'  200  00 
Waste  weir"        ^       -      ■-       -  .".-288  00 

41ocksof  lOfeetM  eacIv  •■  .  ,  -  .r-.V  ;^-  18000  Oa 
2  tenements  -  .    -  .a.  ■ ":'  i-.''Vi.-V-     400  00 


31,845  50 


Sectioit  IMj.  '  "  ' 

From  No.  "29^0^.  310^9^.5 poles,     "  ,  .  ■ 

.  This  section  cominences  immediately  below  the  junc- 
tion of  Black  creek  with  the  Niscopec.  For  a  large 
part  of  the  section  a  canal  would  be  formed  b}'  embank- 
ing in  the  bed  of  the  creek,  and  guarding  by  a  protec- 
tion wall.  The  increased  width  of  the  Nescopec  for- 
bidding, except  at  a  single  point_  the  appropriation  of 
its  whole  bed  and  the  forming  an  entirely  new  channel. 
Triesbaugh's  mill  stream  is  passed  at  391  perches  from 
the  beginning  of  the  section.  It  will  require  a  12  foot 
culvert.  • 

The  materials  for  embanking  in  the  Nescopec  in  this 
and  the  ensuing  section,  may  be  procured  from  the  al- 
Fuvial  lands  which  offer  themselves  opposite  to  each  of 
the  difficult  points  on  the  stream.  The  earth  they  afford 
is  not  favourable  for  heavy  embankments,  being  gene- 
rally sand,  with  a  very  slight  mixture  of  loam.  It  may 
however  be  made  to  answer,  if  a  pai-t  of  the  bank  next 
the  slope  wall  is  formed  of  rock  or  large  gravel. 

A  tunnel  from  No,  304  of  this  section  to  a  point  a  few 
rods  beyond  No.  317  of  the  following  section,  would 
produce  a  saving  of  47D  poles  in  the  length  of  a  canal. 
This  chang-e  in  the  line  connected  with  tliat  proposed  in 
the  next  section,  would  very  much  improve  it,  and  be 
attended  with  no  material  accession  of  expense. 


Grubbing  and  clearing  -  -  -  -  125  00 
3024  yds.  of  excavation  a  9  cts.  -  ■  •  .  272  16 
12,489  yds.  do  a  11  cts.  .  .  1373  79 
50,904  yds.  of  embankinent  a  12  cts.  ,  6108  48 
13,378  yds.  of  do  a  16  cts.  2140  48 
60,144  yds.  of  do  at  20  cts.  ~"-  12,028  80 
13,301  of  protection  wall  and  pave- 
ment of  inner  slope  of  canal  a  80  cts.  r  10,640  80 
"Waste  \Veir  288  00 
Bridge  -  -  .  .  -  -  .  200  00 
Culvert  of  12  feet  span  at  Trieshbaugh's 

Mill  stream   -       975^  00 

Puddling  on  do   35  00 

5  locks  often  feet  lift  each  a  450  dolls.  -  22,500  00 

4  tenements   -     _  800  00 

.    57,487  51 

•  Section-  12th. 
/'rom  iVb.  313  to  iVo.  339— 1206,2 /lo&s. 
~  In  this  section  is  presented  a  case  where  it  would  prO' 
bably  be  advisable  to  construct  a  canal  on  the  left  side 
of  tlie  Nescopec.  The  creek  from  317  to  323  passes 
along  rocky  Steeps  which  would  render  it  necessary, 
were  the  line  continued  oti  the  north  side  to  construct  a 
canal  in  its  bed.  "Were  the  south  side  of  the  Nescopec 
adopted,  the  creek  would  be  crossed  by  an  aqueduct 
b^-tw^en  Nos.  315  and  318  of  the  line  traced  and  recross- 
ed  in  the  s:<me  manner  at  No.  324  at  the  head  of  .lohn 
Wharton's  bottom.  The  estimate  has  been  made  for  an 
embankment  in  the  £reek  and  a  protection  wall  on  the 
line  traced,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  improvement  above 
suggested  would  make  a  line  more  direct,  and  some- 
what diminish  its  cost. 

From  323  to  329,  the  line  is  continued  on  the  north 
side  of  the  creek  tlirough  the  lands  of  John  Wharton 
and  EnosLeidy,  on  ground  sufficiently  favourable  for  a 
canal  with  one  exception,  which  occurs  a  short  dis- 
tance below  Samuel  Smith'.?  residence.  It  will  be  ne- 
cessary at  that  point  to  construct  a  canal  in  the  bed  of 
the  creek  by  embankment  and  paving.  ■  ; 
Grubbing  and  clearing'      -  -     -  ■  .  .       125  00 

18,490  yds.  of  excavation  a  9  cts.  ^:  -     1664  10 

11,633  yd».  do       al2  cts.    '  1395  96 

72,339  yds.  of  embankment  at  15  cts.  -  10,850  85 
82,361  yds.  of         -do       a  20  cts.  -  16,472  20 

.13,310  yds.  of  protection  wall  and  pavement 

of  inner  slope  of  canal  a  80  cts.  ■  >  -  10,648  OO 
3  bridges  a  200  dollars  -  -  .  "  .  600  00 
AVaste  weirS'      -        -        ■"-  -  "  .  -   576  00 

6  locks  of  10  feet  lift  each  a. 450  dolls.  27,000  00 

5  tenements  at  200  dollars    •  -  ■    .        1000  00 


■'    ■    ■  -  70,332  11 

Section  13th.  .    -  .  .  . 

From  No.  339  to  the  North  Branch  Canal. 
This  section  will  generally  be  formed  by  embanking 
on  alluvial  land,  at  the  foot  of  the  creek  hills  as  far  as 
Jacob  Bittenbender's.  Materials  at  some  points  are 
difficult  to  procure.  For  110  perches  farther,  a  canal 
will  be  formed  by  very  easy  excavation  of  the  abrupt 
banks  of  the  Nescopec,  and  wheeling  the  earth  excava- 
ted, into  the  bed  of  the  creek.  At  No.  352  near  the 
village  of  Nescopec,  it  will  be  judicious  to  cut  through 
a  point  of  land  by  which  a  line  of  canal  would  be  strai- 
tened, and  earth  afforded  for  the  bank  of  a  basin  at  Nes- 
copec. The  cost  of  this  excavation,  as  well  as  that  for 
a  culvert  pit  and  changing  the  course  of  stream  from 
Bowman's  mill,  is  included  in  the  estimate  for  embank- 
ment; the  earth  excavated  being  used  in  forming  a  ca- 
nal. 

The  b.ase  line  with  which  the  Susquehanna  would  be 
crossed  at  Nescopec  is  3,28-100  higher  than  that  of 
the  North  Branch  Canal.  This  difference  of  level  may 
be  provided  for  by  giving  to  the  last  arch  of  the  acque- 
duct  a  diminished  span  and  such  a  construction,  as  will 
admit  of  its  use  for  a  lift  to  this  extent;  or  by  substitu- 
ting for  this  arch  two  hewn  stone  arches,  and  construct- 
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[Jancaht 


1283 

5237 
232 
5135 


650  00 
25  00 
250  00 
288  00 
4700  00 


5278  32. 
1900  00 
240  00  ■ 


ing'  on  them  a  lock  of  substantial  hewn  stone  masonry. 
The  estimate  is  made  for  the  former  plan,  which  would 
not  be  as  eligible  but  more  economical  than  the  se^ 
cond.  .        .  - 

21,393  yds.  of  excavation  a  6  cts.  '.-^ 
29,^63  do  of  embankment  a  15  cts. 
30,808  do  do  a  17  cts. 

580  yds.  of  puddling  at  acqueduct  a  40  cts. 
6544  yds.  of  protection  wall  a  80  cts. 
A  9  foot  culvert  to  pass  water  from  Bow- 
man's mill         -        -        .       .  - 
Puddling  on  do    .     -  .         -  ■ 
Bridge       -       -       -     ~  -         •    '   '-  . 
Waste  weir  -  -  '  -  • 

10  foot  lock  and  tenement  - 

Acqueduct  across  the  Susquehanna,  8  piers 
estimated  25^  feet  high,  average  length  43 
feet,  average  widthl4|  feetfacing  stone  hewn 
to  close  and  square  joints  and  beds,  in  regular 
courses  alternately  header  and  stretcher,  in  no 
case  of  less  volume  than  12  cubic  feet,  and 
aver-iging  at  least  14.     The  stone  of  each 
course  to  be  bolted  to  that  next  below  it 
Cutting  of  stone  estimated  for      ,    ,  - 
each  pier  7331  feet  (side  and       —  ' 
edge)  or  58,648  feet  at  9 
cents 

20  tons  of  cramps  and  bolts  at 

95  dollars  per  ton 
4800  lbs.  of  lead  at  5  cents 

per  lb. 

589  yards  of  masonry  to  each  ^ 

pier,  or  4712  yards  in  Spiers 

foundation — materials  and 

building  a  $5  20  cts.  per  yd.  24,5.02  40 
Continuation  of  piers  above  . - 

bottom  on  each  side  acque-     .  '  -  •. 

duct;  16  butresses  contain-      1  ,,•> 

ing  18  cubic  yards  each  =      '    '  • 

288  yards  range  work  and 

coped,  a  5  dolls,  per  yard         1440  00; 
Abutments  &  wings  2963  yds.   ,  •    ■  -'.^ 

of  masonry,  range  work,  &       ■-     ^  • 

buttresses  and  wings  coped,  -.  ■ 

materials,    foundallon  and 

buildinga3dolls.50peryd.  10.370  50 
Superstructure,  including  por- 
tion resting  on  abutments  '.  , 

1250  feet 'long.     1st,  1150  - 

feet  beginning  at  Nescopec, 

16  feet'by  16  in  the  clear,  ac- 
queduct trunk  being  6  feet      .     '  .. 

deep;  remainder  3,28-100    ;   -  ' 

deeper  and  adapted  to  a  lift       ■     " , 

of  that  amount^the  whole      -,  :  ■.  ' 

woik  framed  in  the  strong-    ■  .  -.  ^ 

est  manner  of  wood  &.  iron. 

1st.  1150  feet  a  35  dollars 

per  foot. 
Remaining  10  feet,  including 

gates  a  60  - 
Sheet  piling  and  planking  at 

ends  of  acqueduct 


40,250  00 
6,000  00 
450  00 


■  '  '■■•  '/"■■^    "  '     ..       ■       %90,431  22 

Towing  bridge  and  paving  at  entrance  of 
North  Branch  Canal  -,        .  - 


90,431  22 
488  00 


SU.VIMARY. 


Section  1st. 
"  2d. 
3d. 

"  4th. 

5th. 
"  6th. 


113,169  81 

111,681  15 

122,899  05 

75,873  06 

99,505  05 

40,702  74 

87,011  28 


7th. 

8th. 

9th. 
lOih. 
11th. 
12th. 
13th. 


76,569  85 
97,843  74 
70,974  49  . 
31,845  50 
57,487  51 
70,332  11 
113,169  81 


1,055,895  34, 

Add  for  Engineer  and  superintendance,     13,000  00 

'"'  1068,895  34 


Deducting  from  tliis  arnount  the  estimated  expense 
of  lockage,  the  deep  cut  and  tunnel,  acqueduct  and 
-feeder   (g643,940  27-100)  leaves  424.955  7-100  fer  - 
tile cost  of  all  other  works  on  the  canal,  or  an  average 
of  11.804  31-00  per  mile  on  36  miles. 

It  will  be  observed  that  damages  to  proprietors  and 
fencing  have  not  been  estimated.  The  amounts  of 
each  will  be  small.  The  former  could  not  of  course  be 
ascertained,  and  the  latter  may  be  avoided  except  in  a 
few  cases  by  a  purchase  of  the  slips  of  land  cut  off  be- 
tween the  canal  and  the  Nescopec. 

It  should  be  remarked,  that  a  diminution  of  the  lifts 
of  locks  and  a  separation  of  contiguous  locks,  would  at 
many  points  produce  considerable  savings  in  the  labour, 
requisite  to  form  a  canal.  Such  savings  would  however 
be  attended  with  a  very  great  diminution  of  its  value. 
The  number  of  officers  required  to  attend  to  the  canal 
when  finished,  would  be  increased,  and  one  of  its  most 
material  disadvantages,  the  number  of  locks  to  be  passed 
through,  be  augmented. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MONCURE  ROBINSON, 

Jan.  5th,  1829.        _  Civil  Engineer, 


LEHIGH  COAL  &  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Report  of  ihe  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
.Navigation  Cumpany,  presented  to  the  Stockholders^, 
.  January  1 2iA,  1 829.  ^ 

The  period  having  again  arrived  when  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Managers  to  lay  before  the  Stockholders- 
an  account  of  their  operations  during  the  past  year,  they 
undertake  the  task  with  cheerfulness,  notwithstanding 
their  labours  are  not  so  near  completion,  nor  can  they 
be  accomplished  with  an  expenditure  so  limited,  as  was 
at  first  anticipated. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  nearly  the  whole  line  of 
improvements  was  put  under  contract  in  the  year  1827, 
and  considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  work.  The 
operations  of  the  winter  were  chiefly  confined  to  roek 
excavation,  and  preparations  of  the  line.  The  freshets 
of  the  Spring  were  not  favourable  for  obtaining  the 
lumber  contracted  for  on  the  Delaware,  and  some  addi- 
tional expense  was  in  consequence  incurred.  Provid-, 
ing  in  good  season,  the  necessary  quantity  of  hydraulic 
cement,  was  a  work  requiring  all  tlie  energ)'^  of  the  act- 
ing manager,  who  had  not  only  to  erect  kilns  to  burn  it 
in,  but  also  to  build  and  employ  mills  to  grind  a  quantity 
but  little  short  of  200,000  bushels.  Some  of  the  most 
difficult  sections  of  the  Canals  were  early  abandoned  by 
the  contractors,  and  a  few  even  before  they  were  com- 
menced; they  have  however  been  all  re-let,  afome  of 
them  upon  terms  considerably  augmented;  and  are  now 
far  advanced  to  completion. 

In  the  month  of  July  the  managers  were  invited  by 
the  canal  conimissioners  of  the  state,  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence at  Easton,  on  the  subject  of  uniting  the  Delaware 
division  of  tlie  state  canal,  with  the  improvements  of  the 
company  on  the  Lehigh;  in  discussing  this  matter,  diffi- 
culties presented,  which  it  w'as  believed  could  best  be 
adjiLsted,  by  an  amicable  arrangement  between  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  respecting  the 
use  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  for  feeding  the  canals 
which  either  State  may  desire  to  supply  from  this  abun- 
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dant  river,  and  the  subject  was  therefore  postponed  for 
future  agreement. 

The  managers  visited  the  whole  line  of  improvements 
on  tlie  Lehigh  in  tlie  month  of  August,  and-  were  well 
pleased  with  the  progress  and  appearance  of  every  part 
of  the  work. 

The  ti-ansportation  of  coal  to  market,  was  prosecuted 
with  good  success  until  the  drought  in  September,  when 
the  boating  was  nearly  suspended'foi' Ji-bout  two  months; 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  procuring,  in  a 
low  stage  of  water,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  kimber  for 
the  wants  of  the  improvemejits,  and  the  boat  building 
establishment.  Notwithstandintj  this  embarrassment, 
there  has  descended  the  river  during  the  season,  upwards 
of  30,000  tons  of  coal,  which,  with  about  9,000  tons  re- 
maining over  from  1827,  have  teen  sold,  excepting  a 
fair  stock  now  on  hand  in  New  York  and  Providence, 
and  a  moderate  amount  of  fine  coal  in  Philadelphia. — 
When  it  is  remembered  that  in  addition  to  our  own,  the 
supply  from  other  coal  districts  has  been  much  increas- 
ed, and  that  the  market  is  still  barely  supplied;  ample 
evidence  presents  of  a  great  and  growuig  demand. 

The  whole  quantity  of  coal  shipped  coastwise  by  the 
company  from  their  wharves  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
past  3'ear,  is  about  23,000  tons,  exceeding  by  several 
thousand  tons  the  estimate  of  our  business  for  that  pe- 
riod, submitted  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this 
city,  to  the  committee  of  congress  oii  the  breakwater. 
7t  may  be  gratifying  to  the  stockholders  to  know,  that 
the  fine  or  refuse  coal  besides  , being-  used  far  burning 
of  lime,  has  lately  been  found  to  ansvi'er,  even  bettei- 
than  large  coal,  for  generating  steam,'and  has  been  pur- 
chased in  considerable  quantities  for  that  purpose. 

Several  important  discoveries  have- recently  been 
made,  which  tend  to  dernonstrate  the  advantageous  po- 
sition and  extended  range  of-the  Mauch  Chunk  Coal 
fields:  leaving  us  without  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that  no 
operations,  however  expanded,  can  possibly  exhaust 
them  for  ages  yet  to  come^  ' 

-  The  rail  road  continues  an  effective  auxiliary  to  the 
business  of  the  com]5any,  and  being  located  upon  a  plane 
descending  in  the  direction  of  the  load,  and  requiring 
1)0  expensive  or  complicated  machinery  in  its  use,  ap- 
proximates in  facility  ,of  transit  to  a  small  canal,  and 
whenever  an  enlarged  business  shall  require  the  con- 
struction of  another  track:  the  peculiar  aclvantages  pre- 
senting for  its  location,  will  insure  its  elfect  to  be  fully 
commensurate  with  the  most  extended  prospects  of 
trade. 

The  report  of  the  engineer  will  exhibit  the  progress 
of  the  improvements  on  the  Lehigh,  and  what  still  re- 
mains to  be  done;  from  which  it  will  appear,  that  the 
whole  can  be  completed  in  the  envly  part  of  next  sea- 
son: and  will  then  furnish  a  navigation  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Easton,  made  up  of  37  miles  of  canal  and  10 
miles  of  slack  water  pools,  having  5  feet  depth  of  wa- 
ter, and  a  well  constructed  towing  path  the  whole  dis- 
tance. The  canals  are  60  feet  in  width  on  the  top  wa- 
ter line,  with  locks  22  feet  wde  and  100  feet  long,  and 
fed  at  eight  separate  points  by  substantial  dams  across 
the  river.  These  besides  furnishing  an  ample  supply  of 
water  for  all  the  purposes  of  navigation,  will  also  afford 
important  water-power  in  advantageous  positions,  espe- 
cially the  one  at  Easton,  which  has  already  begun  to  at- 
tract the  attention  of  manufacturers. 

When  these  magnificent  improvements  are  comple- 
ted, nothing  will  remain,  but  the  finishing  the  Delaware 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  to  enable  this  com- 
pany to  come  into  the  market  with  an  ample  supply  of 
coal,  of  the  first  rate  quality,  and  at  the  most  reduced 
price.  And  when  it  is  recollected  how  much  of  the 
•Delaware  canal  is  already  excavated  and  under  contract, 
no  reasonable  doubt  can  exist  that  the  whole  might  be 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  And  if 
the  legislature  should  hesitate  ;ibout  making  the  neces- 
sary appropriation,  their  fears  might  be  dispelled  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  foct,  that  tonnage  is  already  waiting 
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sufficient,  at  a  moderate  rate  of  toll,  to  produce  a  hand- 
some income  to  the  state.  Ajid  surely  improvements 
of  a  similar  character  elsewhere,  could  not  be  more  ef- 
fectually promoted,- than  by  speedily  finishing  a  division 
of  canal,  that  would  at  once  demonstrate  the  wisdom, 
and  profit  of  such  investments. 

Your.manag'crs  might  here  expatiate  upon  the  pros- 
pects of  advantage  to  arise  from  the  completion  of  the 
Morris  canal,  and  from  several  other  important  worksj 
intended  to  connect  with  the  improvements  on  the  Le- 
high, which,  beside  increasing  the  profits  of  the  com- 
pany, would  greatly  swell  the  revenue  of  the  state  upon 
the  Delaware  division  of  their  canal;  among  these  may 
be  mentioned  the  proposed  connection  of  the  Susque- 
hanna with  the  Lehigh  through  the  valley  of  the  Nesco- 
pec,  and  the  Delaware  and  RaritaVi  canal.  The  former 
has  been  recently  surveyed  by  a  skilful  engineer  ap- 
pointed under  the  authority  of  tlie  state  to  explore  tlie 
district  of  country  lying  north  of  the  Blue  Mountain, 
and  between  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware;  and  we 
have  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  his  opinion  is  de- 
cided in  favour  of  this,  route,  as  the  only  practicable  line, 
in  this  region,  where  sufficient  water  can  be  brought  to 
the  summit  to  supply  a  canal  of  any  importance  ;  and 
that  here  an  abundance  can  be  obtained,  and  no  serious 
difficulty  presents  to  making-  the  Improvement.  Believ- 
ing- as  we  do  that  this  diamiel  would  furnish  the  best 
outlet  for  the  tr.ide  of  the  North  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  equally  convenient  with  any  other  now 
made,  or  which  can  hereafter  be  made  for  the  trade  of 
the  West  branchy  we  are  fully  pei-suaded  that  the  strong- 
est inducements  exist  for  Its  construction;  whether  this 
should  be  done  by  private  companies,  or  by  the  state,  is 
perliaps  an  important  question:  if  the  state  should  desii-e 
to  make  it,  no  difficulty  ought  to  be  presented  by  the 
com])any,  respecting  their  right  to  Improve  that  part  of 
the  upper  grand  section  of  the  Lehigh  not  necessary  to 
perfect  their  arrangements  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mauoh  Chunk.  But  whether  this  connection  be  made 
or  not,  we  presume  that  sufficient  evidence  exists  to 
justify  the  Stockholders  in  the  settled  conviction,  that 
nothing  but  steady  perseverance  and  energy  are  requi- 
red, to  erown  their  own  enterprize  with  complete  suc- 
cess. ' 

The  report  of  the  Acting  Manager  and  of  the  Trea- 
surer ar^  herewith  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JONATHAN  FELL,  FresidenL 

January  I2th,  1829. 

The  Act  hi g  Manager  Reports: 

That  the  fail  road  to  the  Company's  Mines,  notwith- 
standing it  was  put  up  in  such  an  expeditious  manner, 
and  was  the  first  made  of  such  a  magnitude  in  our  coun- 
try, continues  to  answer  the  desired  purpose,  although 
It  has  been  subject  to  some  modifications  and  alterations. 
Since  we  have  reduced  the  velocity  of  travelling  front 
12  to  15  miles  an  hour  dowii  to  5  to  7  miles  an  hour,  our 
horses  and  .mules,  which  in  the  former  rate  got  and  kept 
sick,  in  the  latter  continue  healthy,  notwithstanding 
their  regular  daily  work  is  35  to  45  miles  per  day;  and 
so  strong  is  their  attachment  to  riding  down,  that  in  one 
instance,  when  they  were  sent  up  with  the  coal  waggons, 
without  their  mule  waggons,  the  hands  could  not  drive 
them  down,  and  were  under  the,,  necessity  of  drawing- 
up  their  waggons  for  the  animals  to  ride  in. 

We  have  made,  during  the  past  year,  44  coal  wag- 
gons, and  13  mule  waggons  (each  to  hold  three  or  four 
mules.) 

We  have  brought  from  the  mines  33,150  tons  of  coal, 
of  which  30,111  tons  have  been  shipped. 

We  have  built  13^  miles  in  length  of  coal  boats,  and  . 
procured  the  following  lumber  for  boats,  viz. 

Sawed  lumber,       -\  '         "  •  -       2,972,215  feet. 
In  logs,         -  .      -  1,000,000 

We  h-ave  also  procured  for  the  navi- 
gation from  above  Mauch  Chunk, 
of  sawed  lumber,    ;      -        -       2,581,783     ,  ; 
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And  in  logs  from  above  ditto,  -  1,908,129 
Ai,d  froi-n  below  ditto,       -         -  2,600,000 

Total  quantity  of  lumber  procured 

the  past  year,  -  -  11,062,127 

Sawed  lumber  on  hand  at  Mauch 

Chunk  iind  Pine  Forest,  -  3, 171,-000 
■    Logs  on  hand  at  Pine  Forest,    -  1,300 

During-  the  past  year  we  liave  erected  a  lodging  house 
for  the  tavern,  two  stones  high;  30  by  100  feet;  it  is 
pebble  dashed,  and  contains  37  rooms  of  convenient 
size.  We  have  erected  at  the  mines,  a  dwelling  house 
for  the  superintendant  and  a  school  house  for  that  settle- 
ment. We  have  also  explored  the  district  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  great  coal  mine,  and  iixed  upon  a  central  si- 
tuation wliercon  to  erect  a  steam,  engine  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  up  the  wag'gons  loaded  witli  coal  totlie  sum- 
mit of  the  rail  road,  from  whence  tliey  will  descen'd  by 
their  own  gravity  to  Maucli  Chunk.  From  tliis'  engine 
station,  a  convenient  co&nexion  can  be  made  wltli  a 
point  to  which  the  wag-gons  will  also  run  by  gravity,  not 
only  out  of  tlie  great  coal  mine  already  opened,  but  also 
from  those  which  may  hereafter  be  opened  within  a 
range  of  two  miles. 

I  have  the  fui-ther  satisfaction  to  add,  tliat  our  exami- 
nations for  discovering  where  the  coal  approached  near 
'  enough  to  the  surface,  so  as  to  quarry  it  in  our  usual 
way,  that  there  is  abundance  of  coal  sufficiently  near  the 
surface  for  this  purpose,  at  the  present  summit,  from 
jvhence  it  will  descend  frorrv  the  quarry,  to  Mauch  Chunk 
by  gravity  alone.  '        '       :  - 

It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfactieh.that  I  ylew  the  pros- 
pect of  finishing  tlie  asceniling  navigation  tliis  season, 
which  I  expect  wUl  be  realized,  without  a  doubt,  and 
thus  put  an  end  to  the  demands  of  the  coal  business  on 
the  forest  as  a  necessary  part  of  its  existence. 

Perhaps  some  remarks  on  our  experience  with  our 
vail  road,  on  which  has  been  transported  upwards  of 
etJ.OOO  tons,  may  settle  the  question,  with  some  of  our 
stockliolders,  who  have  doubted  the  policy  of  canalling 
the  valley  of  the  Lehigh,  in  •  place  of  making  a.  rail 
road.  J,  therefoie,  now  give  the  cost  of  transportation- 
on  our  rail  road,  and  also  on  the  Erie  canah  data  for  the 
latter  I  obtained  from  tlie  superinlendent  of  the  cast  di- 
vision -of  the  Erie  canal,  and  also  -  from  a  ■  gentleman 
largely  engaged,  for  three  years,  in  the  niMking  of  hy- 
draulic lime  or  cement,  and  transporting  it  on  152  miles 
of  this  canal:  both  are  given  without  tolls  or  r^^p-.iirs  of 
road  or  canal. 

Cost  of  transportcdion  on  our  rail  road,  for  t/ir  ijear  1828. 

Mules  and  horses  cost,  IJ  cent,  per  ton  a  mile. 

Hands,  li      do.  do. 

Repairing  wagons,  2-3   do.  do. 

Oil  for        do.     .     ■  ,     .1-5  do,  ■  do. 


Total       -       -   -  •  3  53-100  cents  per  ton  a 
mile,  full  load  one  way,  and  the  whole  cost  di- 
,    .     vided  into  the  distance  one  v/ay  only. 

Vast  of  transportation  hy  tlie  Erie  Canal. 

For  boats  of  40  tons  burthen,  1  cent  per  ton  a  mile: 
full  loads  one  way  and  returning  empty.  Calculated  as 
per  tlie  rail  road. 

Calculating  on  same  data  as  above,  on  a  boat  of  67 
tons,  such  as  will  be  adapted  to  the  Delaware  canal,  will 
cost  seven-tenths  of  a  cent  per  ton  a  mile:  and  for  a 
boat  of  134  tons  burthen,  adapted  to  the  Lehigh  canal, 
\  cent  per  ton  a  mile;  the  latter  being  less  than  one- 
sixth  the  cost  per  mile,  as  per  our  Rail  road,  notwith- 
standing the  favourable  circuinstances  attendln"-  that 
jliail  road. 

A  Hail  road,  well  made,  i.i  attended  with  little" ex- 
pense for  repairs  and  decav,  at  first:  but  all  its  essentia,! 
parts  begm,  though  sllghtiy,  to  dec'ay  at  its  existence- 
and  itsdec;iy  gradually  increases  to  its, final  annihiliition. 

A  canal  is  attended  witli  expensive  breaches.  Sec.  in 


the  first  instance,' but  every  repair  raakes  the  work  bet- 
ter, and  most  of  its  constituent  parts  are  as  durable  as 
time. 

Our  canal,  it  is  believed  by  our  engineer,  will  be  pas- 
sable by  the  Seventh  month  (July")  next  It  is  calculated 
for  boats  of  134  to  150  tons  burt-lien;  all  the  locks-, 
aqueducts,  cuh^ei-ts,-  &c.  are  laid  in  hydraulic  lime. 
The  ponds  connecting  the  canals  are  cleared  out  in  the 
channel  fifty  feet  in  width  and  five  feet  deep,  and  ali 
the  tow  paths  along  them  are  faced  with  a  permanent 
slope  wall.  In  the  whole  line,  I  know  of  no  part  on 
which  money  is  expended  for  ornament,  but  inasmuch 
as  we  were  sure  of  a  large  transportation  on  it,  money 
ha«  been  expended  to  make  it  substantial,  that  might 
have  been  avoided,  if  the  desii-e  had  been  more  to  come 
within  the  original  estiitiate  of  the  engineer,  than  to 
have  "made  a  substantial  and  permanent -w  ork. 

I-n  the  driest  weather  of  last  autumn,  our  Engineer, 
Canvass  White,  was  on  the  summit  bel\*een  the  Nesco- 
peck  and  Lehigh,- and  at  tiie  Lehlgii  where  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  the  water  out  for  the  supply  of  the  canal 
to  Ncscopeclc  and  tlie  Susquehanna;  and  his  opinion 
was  given,  that  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water 
for  the  summit;  and  since  then,  M.  Robinson,  a  skilful, 
engineer,  a])p()inted  by  the  state  commissioners  to  esa- 
mine  the  grounds  for  a  canal  or  rail- road  from  the  head 
-waters  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh,  or  Broadhead  Creek, 
to  the  river  Susquehanna,  has  examined  those  grounds, 
and  I  learn  that  the  result  of  his  examination  is,  that  of 
ail  the  lines  proposed,  tliere  is  but  one  adapted  for  a  ca- 
nal navigation,  and  that  one  is  by  the  Nescopeck  to  the 
-Lehigh;  and  here  by  resorting  to  a  tunnel  of  onl}' 175 
poles  in  "length,  and  a  dam,  only  10  to  13  feet  in  ht'lghtj 
across  the  Lehigh  at  the 'mouth  of  Bear  c'rcek,  the  river 
Lehigh  will  flow  into  the  summit.  When  it  is  recol- 
lected that  this  is  the.o«/y  line  for  a  water  communica- 
tion north  of-the  Blue  mountains,  that  can  connect  the 
Susquehanna  with  the  Delaware  and  Philadelplwa,  and 
,  that  the  produce  of  the  Hesf  Branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna can  get  as  cheaply  this  way.  as  any  pther,  and  all 
on  the  North  Branch  of  the  Stvsquehanna,  cheuper,  to 
Philadelpliia,  and  tluis  be  tributary  to  the  Lehigh  canal, 
and  tlie  Delaware  division  of  the  state  canal,  the  stock- 
holders of  this  company,  .and  the  public  at  large,  will 
know'ere-lfmg  how  to  appreciate  it.  '  The  Nescopeck 
and  Lehigh  canal  is  calculated  to  correspond  with  the 
Delaware  section,  for  boats  of  67  tons  burthen,  and  will 
cost  for  transportation  from  Berwick  to  Mauch  Chunk, 
from  the  best  data  I  can  get,  about  one-third  as  much 
per  ton  a  mile  as  on  our  rail  road;  this,  added  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  continuous  voyage,  in  the'same  bout  and 
same  superintending  hands,  "(and  no  transhipment)  fron-i 
the  extreme  ends  of  the  Susquehanna  canal  to  Philadel- 
phi;i,  will,  1  presume,  settle  public  opinion  on  the  man- 
ner of  passing  the  ridge  of  land  betwe-cn  the  waters  of 
Susquehanna  and  the. Delaware. 

All  v^hlch  is  respectfully  submitted,         -  • 
JOSIAtl  WHITE,  Acting  Manager. 
Phllada.  1st  mo.  12th,  1829.    ,  . 

EXTRACT  ritOM  THE  EKGlJfEEil's  HEPOHT. 

Totlie  President  and  Managers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
-Navigation  Company .  i 

Gentlemen, 

The  work  for  perfecting  tlie  Lehigli  navigation  has 
progressed  with  as  much  rapidity  as  could  be  expected 
under  the  various  d'rfficulties  which  have  been  encoun- 
tered througli  -the  season.  Although  mucli  has  been 
done,  yet  some  part  of  the  work  is  not  so  forward  at 
this  tln-ie  as  was  contemplated,  when,  the  last  report  was 
made  to  tlie  Board.  Various  Causes  have  combined  to 
retard  the  operation  of  the  contractors.  The  difficulty 
of  procuring  the  necessary  quantity  of  lumber  and  ce- 
ment, in  the  early  part  of  tlia  season,  occasioned  con.si- 
derable  delay,  wltli  the  locks,  dams,  aqueducts  and  cul- 
verts.   The  long  duration  of  the  spring  freshets  pre- 
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rented  the  excavation  of  the  lockpits'i  at  tiie  head  of 
the  pools;  and  the  rock  and  g-i-avel  hi  the  bed  of  the  ri- 
ver, below  the  outlet  locks.  •  ■. 

Another  great  difficulty  has  been  the  scai'city  of  good 
labouring'  men,  or  the  instabiliiy'of  this  class  of  people. 
The  extensive  public  works  now  in  prosecution  in  this 
State,  and  elsewhere,  raised  tlVe  Wag-es  of  labourers 
during  the  best  working  part  of  the  season  much  above 
the  prices  formerlj'  paid,  and  made  it  very  difficult,  and 
frequently  impossible,  for  the  contractors  to  keep  a 
force  adequate  to  their  jobs  at  all  times.  The  high 
wages  demanded,  and  other  causes,  compelled  a  num- 
ber of  the  contractors  to  abandon  their  jobs;  these  re- 
quired considerable  time  to  be  i'e-let,-andj  g-enerally,  at 
an  advanced  price. ' 

The  migratory  disposition  of  the  labjourers  operated' 
injuriously  to  the'  contractors  in  various  ways,  for  they 
would  not  be-urged  at  work  beyond  their  own  inclina- 
tion; knowing  tlmt  their  services  were  in' demand,' 
they  woidd  tnke  Up  a  line  of  -march  at  the  least  sup- 
posed provocation:  under  this  state  of  thing^:^  not  as 
much  work  is  performed  by  the  same  number  of  hands, 
as  wlien  they  are  plenty  and  employment  sc;u-ce.  The 
work  has  sutfered  a  good  deal  from  this  cause,  besides 
adding  Very  much  to  the  costs,  for  many  parts  of  it,  In- 
cluding the  principal  part  of  the  towing'paths,  andtlie 
sections  abaniJoned,'-requIred  to.be  letjor  execution  un- 
der the  then  existing  difficulty'  of  procuring  raen,  and 
be  highpriee  oflabour. 

The  cost  of  the- work  so  far  has  considerably  exceeded 
th.e  estimate.  .  A  variety  of  causes  have  tended  to  this 
result:,  aoine  of  which  have  been  mentiofied;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  .these,  we  have  found  much  more  rock,  large 
stDne'  and  hard  gravelly  excavation,  than  was  anticipa- 
ted; The  towing  paths  have  been  more  expensive  than 
was  estimated,  owing.to  the  necessity  of  making  more 
slope  wall  than  w.is  contemplated;  for  many  parts  of 
the  line,  where  tlie  banks  of  the  river  appeared  suffi- 
ciently hard  to  resist  the  action  of  the  wind  and  water,' 
have  been  found  to  require  walling,  and  so  far  as  it  has 
progressed,  the  woik  is  done  in  a  very  svibstantial  man- 
iier,  and  put  be3'ond  any  probable  necessity  of  reoairs. 
:  The-  result  of  experience  on  other  similar  works,  led  to 
the  conclusion  tliat  a  more  substantial  work  was  neces- 
sary, than  we  had  in  contemplation  when  the  estimate 
was  made,  to  prevent  any  probable  interruption  to.  the 
navigation,  by  having  the  tow-paths  injured  by  the  ope- 
ration pf  floods.  They  are  now  faced  with  a  slope  wall, 
extending  from  the  top  of  the  bank  to  bottom  water 
line.  The  bank^  for  the  tow-paths,  are  made  in  some 
peaces  four,  and  in  others,  five  feet  above  top-water 
Sine,  which  gives-  a  face  from  16  to  18  feet  for  the  wall, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  in  many  places  to  extend 
the  embankrticnt  into  the  river,  and  frequently  into 
deep  water,  to  avoid  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  blast- 
ing projecting  rocks  under  water,  and  along  high,  steep 
iedges;  and  also  in  sotne  places  to  extend  the  embank- 
ment below  bottom  wafer  line,  to  prevent  the  banks 
from  sliding  down;  'and  to.protect  them  against  the  ac- 
tion of  the  river  before  the  ponds  could  be  filled:  the 
walls  have  been  commenced  on  the  bed  of  the  river, 
which  makes  them  from  16  to  25  feet  on  the  face. 

The  excavation  for  many  of  the  lock  pits,  the  principal  ■ 
part  of  the  culvert  pits,  and  for  the  foundations  for  the 
aqueducts,  in  rock  and  hard  cemented  gravel,  some  of 
them  below  the  bed  of  the  river,  also  the  rock  and  gra- 
vel below  the  outlet  locks  In  the  bed  of  the  river,  and 
the  short  period  during  low  wate'r,  in  which  a  part  of  the 
work  could  be  done,  connected  with  the  perplexing 
appendages  of  coffer  dams,,  purhping,  bailing,  &c.  have 
been  a  fruitful  source  of  extra  expenses. 

The  lumber  and  cement  has  cost  more  than  was  esti- 
mated, owing  to  the  great  quantity  to  be  procured  and' 
delivered  in  a  short  time  at  the  places  where  required 
for  the  work-.  The  list  of  extras  and  difficulties  might 
.  be  swelled  tnuch  larger;  but  probablj^  enough  has  been 
said,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  causes  which  have  increased 


the  expenses  beyond  the  estimate,  and  also  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  an  estimate  to  cover  the  expense  of  so 
man)  unforeseen  obstacles,  without  appearing  unneces- 
sarily large. 

About  one-eighthpart  of  the  work  remains  to  be  done, 
although  f  om  tlie  amount  of  the  estimates  returned  to 
the  office  for  payment,  there  appears  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  unfinished  work.  .This  is  owing  to  the  number 
of  contracts  vyliich  are  nea,rly  completed;  on  whicii, 
when  the  work  is  aecepted,  tliere  will  be  considerable 
bulances  due  the  contractors:  a  portion  of  the  amount  is 
retained  in  making  the  estimates  to  insure  the  comple- 
tion of  the  contracts,  the  whole  of  which  will  probably 
be  haished  in  Juae  next,  and  ready  for  the  passage  of 
the  boats.    .  n, 

On  that  part  of  the  Lehigh  navigation,  extending  from 
lock  No.,  i>,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  to  the  iUel.  river,  there 
■are  4-0-  lift  locks,  2  lift  and  guard  locks,  .5  guard  locks, 
and  7  dams.  The  locks  are  22  feet  wide,  and  100  feet 
between  t!ie  gates;  the  canal  has  60  feet  surface,  and  5 
feet  depth  of  wa.ter. 

Contracts  completed  arid  accepted,  amount 

to,  $15%0S8  A7 

Monthly  estimates  on  unfinished  work,  do.  425,4,87  75 
Lumber,  cement,  and  iron  work,  furnished 

by  the  Company,.  174.194  56 

Work  remaining  to  be  done,  materials  to  be 
'  furnished,  and  amount  due  on  contracts,  1/8,775  38 
Add  for  contingencies,  .30,000  00 


§960,496  1,6 

All  wiiich  Is  respectfully  submitted, 

CANVASS  WHITE,  Engineer.  .- 
December  11th,  1828. 

In  conformity  to  the  requisition  of  the  4th  article  of 
the  act  of  incorportion  of  the  Company,  the  Treasurer 
submits  the  following  statement: — 

The  Leiiigh  Coal  and  Nftvigaiioii  Company  in  account 
ivilh  Otis  .flmmidon.  Treasurer,  for  the  yeur  1828. 

■  DR.  '         ;      :  •  ^"  ' 


To  this  snm  paid  on  sundry  accounts  in 


t  ( 

Do. 

January,  1828 

71,987  35 

tt 

Do, 

February  — 

30,327  48 

Ci 

Do. 

March  — ■ 

73,311  62 

(  c  , 

Do. 

April  — 

24,413  86 

i. 

Do. 

-  May   

23,099  18 

Do- 

June  — 

92,265  44 

Do. 

July  — 

220,703  88 

<t 

Do. 

August  — 

90,068  90 

C( 

Do. 

September  — 

91,469  20 

(( 

bo. 

October  ■ — 

63,959  64 

cc 

Do. 

■  November  — 

107,659  79 

(i  ~ 

Do. 

December  — 

113,766  89 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31 ,  — 

11,472  09 

§1,014,485  32 

Note.— 

In  addition  "to  the  balance  stated,  there  will  be 

receivable  from 

various  sources  upwards  of  §256,000. 

CR- 

By  balance  on  hand  Decem- 

berSl,  1827, 

5,676  79 

Rec'd.  on 

svmdry 

acc'ts  in  January,  1828,      80,357  72 

Do. 

February 

—       22,121  78 

(< 

Do. 

March  '  - 

—       70,208  81 

Ci 

Do. 

April 

—       23,903  25 

C( 

Do. 

May 

—       23,261  65 

ct 

Do. 

June 

—      100,392  25 

(C 

Do. 

Jldy 

—     222,356  27 

t  c 

Do. 

August  ^ 

—      109,488  69 

ct 

Do. 

September 

—       66,664  75 

I  c 

Do. 

October 

—       68,708  H 

<c 

Do. 

November 

—       99,932  59 

't/ 

Do. 

December 

—      121,412  66 

581,014,485  32 
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[Jasuabt 


By  balance  brought  down, 
Balance  of  Cash  at  Mauch  Chunk, 


11,47-2  06 
■18,580  24 


Total  amount  of  cash  on  hand,  ^SOfOS^  33 

OTIS  AMMIDON,  Treasurei'.. 
•  Philadelphia,  Jannaiy  1,  1829.  .  • 

At  the  election  held  on  January  12,  1829,  the  follow- 
ing named  gentlemen  were  chosen  officers  for  the  en- 
suing- year,  viz.  '.  ' 

President,  '  '■    '  ' 

•■  ■  ■        ■        Joseph  Watson,  Esq.-    '  '•- 
■  Managers,  ' 

.       ;        Jonathan  Tell,  .lolin  Moss, 

■        John  Cox,  Thomas  Earp, 

.       •  -.    Josiah  White,  Timothy  Abbot, 

Erskine  Hazard,        Ephraim  Haines, 
James  Schott,  John  Cook.  ' 

Treasurer, 

■    .  •     .  •       ,  .       Otis  Ammidon.         '  ,  '  --^ 


CHESAPF.AKE  AND  OHIO  CANAi. 

The  Governor,  on  Thursday,  made  the  following 
communication  to  the  legislature. 

To  the  Smate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania, 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland 
and  the  mejnorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  the  Seriate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,together  with 
documents  accompanviug  the  same.  ■_ 

J.  ANDREW  SHULZE. 
-  Harrisburgh,  Jan.  14,  1829. 

IVushington  Jan.  9th,  1829. 

Sir — The  accompanying  memorial  from  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Cliesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  with  its  documents, 
I  beg  leave  to  present  to  that  honx5urable  body,  through 
your  Excellency,  and  to  urg-e  tbis  occasion  to  recom- 
mend it  to  your  favourable  regard. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  capital  stock  subscribed 
and  paid  in,  and  of  the  disbursements  of  the  company, 
attested  in  the  mode  required  by  the  act  of  [Pennsylvania, 
confii'ming  the  charter  of  the  Cliesapeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal Company,  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  receipt 
of  the  last  instalment  called  for  from  the  subscribers 
shall  have  been  reported  by  the  several  Banks  authoris- 
ed to  collect  the  same. 

1  have  the  honoi-  to  be,  with  great I'espect,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant,        C.  V.  MERCER, 
President  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly, 
The  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company,  by  the  president  and  director,  thereof,  res- 
pectfully  represents; 

The  luid'ersigned  were,  by  a  general  meeting  of  the 
tookholders  of  the  company  convened  in  the  City  Hall 
"f  Washington,  pursuant  to  notice,  on  the  20lh  day  of 
*'une_  last,  duly  elected  president  and  directors  of  the 
aid  Company,  and  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  trust  thereby  reposed  in  them.  In  doing 
so,  they  have  availed  themselves  of  all  the  lights  to  be 
derived  from  tlie  experience  of  the  several  states  of  the 
Union  most  distinguished  in  the  career  of  Internal  Im- 
provement, and  have  dei'ived  from  none  more  aid  than 
from  the  example  of  Pennsylvania,  whom  they  recog- 
nise as  a  founder,  also,  of  the  great  enterprise  confided^ 
to  their  care  and  superintendance  by  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Can;d  Companv. 

The  annexed  copy  of  the  proceedings  which  led  to 
the  incorporation  oftbo  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Compau) ;  of  the  various  acts  of  Oongre.'.s  and  of  the 


states,  which  now  form  their  charter;  of  the  rules  and 
regulations,  which  have  been,  since,  adopted  by  the 
Company  and  their  president  and  directors,  accompa- 
nied by  atabidar  illustration  of  the  contracts  recently 
made  for  the.  construction  of  forty-eight  miles  of  the 
Canal;  and  a  copy  of  a  recent  memorial  from  tlie  presi- 
dent and  directors,  to  the  G,ener;d  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, will  show  to  what  extent  that  experience  has  been 
usefully  applied  by  your  memorialists. 

Tlie  expose  of  the  state  of  the  Company's  funds  is  at- 
tested by  the  oath  of  the  president,  as  required  by  the 
act^-ofthe  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  authoris- 
ing the  extention  of  the  (;liesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
through  her  territory  to  its  original  destination,  at  PittS' 
burg. 

The  authority  sought  to  be  obtained  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  for  letting-  water  rights  along  the  margin  of 
the  Canal,  has  been  already  conceded,  in  principle,  by 
your  honorable  body;  and  the  other  object  embraced  in 
the  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  is- 
amdog'ous  to  the  authority,  vested  hi  the  Company  by 
the  same  act,  to  substitute  fords  for  bridges  across  the 
canal,  through  its  enlarged  dimensions,  rendered  the 
former  impracticable,  it  has  become  important  to  the 
general  policy  of  the  im|)rovement  of  the  canal>  wiiich 
has  been  proposed  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  and 
"Virginia,  tfiat  a  correspondent  modification  of  the  act 
of  Pennsylvania  be;  also  obtained.        ■  , 

The  liberty  of  letting  sites  for  other  improvements 
tlian  Water  works,  on  the  moles  or  piei's,  aTljacent  to  the 
basins  to  be  formed  on  the  canal,  is  designed  for  ap^ 
plication,,  chiefly  in  the  district  of  Columbia:  but  needs 
tlie  sanction  of  Pennsylvania;  as  it  woukl  impart  a  fa- 
cilit}'  to  the  company  which  being  created  by  the  con- 
current-acts of  the  legislature  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
States,  rec|uires,  it  is  presumed;  their  co-operation,  to 
enlarge  or  modify  its  existing  power. 
^  A  like  specific,  but  more  important  object,  solicits  the 
attention  and  liberality  of  your  honorable  bod3'. 

.  H^-  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Pennsylvania,  already 
referred  to,it  is  provided,-"that  should  the  United  States 
of  Amerj-6a  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  the  saidChesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  the  said  company  shall,  with-  - 
in  six  months  after  receiving  the  sum  subscribed,  com- 
menqe  the  western  section  of  said  canal,  at  such  point 
or  points  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the 
interests  of  the  said  company,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty 
fo  apportion  at  least  one  half  of  the  subscription  of  the  • 
United  States  to  the  western  section  of  the  said  c^nal. 
And  whatever  amount  of  stock  may  be  subscribed  by 
the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  shall  be  expended  wholly 
on  the  western  section,  unless  authority  is  given  to  the 
said  company  by  the  Pennsylvania  subscrbers,  to  ex-- 
pend  their  subscriptions  differently,  and  in  case  of  fail- 
ure of  said  company,  to  coinply  with  the  provisions 
therein  set  forth,  this  act  shall  cease  to  have  any  force 
or  effect  whatever." 

The  inconvenience  of  the  last  of  these  provisions  is 
remediable  by  a  direct  application  to  the  subscribers  to 
the  slock  of  the  C!ies;ipeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  residing 
within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  notdesired  to 
alter,  by  any  modification  of  the  act  abovementioned, 
the  condition,  which  it  supplied  to  their  subscription. 
But  your  memorialists  appeal,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  cities  of 
the  district  of  Columbia,  and  the  individual  subscribers, 
of  those  commonwealths  and  of  that  district,  to  the  jus- 
tice, as  v/ell  as  liberality  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  relieve  tlie  great  enterprise  in  which 
so  many  interests  have  with  great  labour  and  zeal  been 
made  to  unite,  from  a  condition,  which,  ifpresevered 
in,  must  produce  either  an  abandonment  of  the  original 
plan  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  convention, 
whicli  is  that  of  the  Company  to  which  the  convention 
li.as  given  rise,  or  a  suspension,  for  several  years  at  least, 
of  the  profit  on  the  expenditure  of  a  large  part  of  the 
v:dualile  capital  stock  of  the  Company. .      .   .  .  j. 
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CHVSAPPkVKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 


Your  momorialists  believe,  that  the  pi'as.pcroiis  coii^' 
duct  and  issue  oflhe  work  cominciictd  on  the  eastei'ti 
section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Oliio. -Canal,'  are  essen- 
tial to  the  speedy  completion  of  tlic  entire  ■entevpi'isf. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  demonstrate,  that  after  crossing- 
with  the  Canal,  along  the  Potaniac,th -fe-rtile  lime  stone 
valleys  of  the  Shenandoah  and  tlie  Conoifocheag-ne,  m 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  the  profits  of  its  h'-astei'ii  sec- 
tion will  depend  on  the  speedy  extention  of  it  to  tlic< 
town  of  Cumbej-land,  and  tlfe  coal  banks  at  tlie  base  of 
the  Allegheny.  But,  to  reach  those  points  will  require 
the  entire  sum  subscribed  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
states,  cities,  and  individuals  who  are  co-partners  in  this 
enterprise.  ' 

Should  Virginia  as  is  confidently  expected,  add  half 
a  million  of  dollars  to  the  three  millions  six  hundred 
thousand,  which  now  constitute  the  availalile  capital  of 
the  Company,the  entire  amount  will  still, fall  short  more 
than  $300,000  of  the  sum  at  which  the  eastern  section 
of  the  canal  has  been  estimated,  supposing  it  to  retain 
its  present  dimensions,  by  the  revised  calculations  of  the 
civil  engineers,  Messrs.  Geddes  and  Kobeits,  wliich  are 
moreover  four  millions  short  of  the  estimate  of  the 
United  States  Board  oflnternal  Improvement, for  a  canal 
of  smaller  dimensions. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  wise  or  prudent  to  compute  the 
cost  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  canal  at  less  than  the 
sum  which  the  company  will  possess,  when  it  shall  have 
received  the  anticipated.aid  from  Virginia.  For  this  sum 
your  memorialists  believe,  that,  by  vigorous  economy, 
the  eastern  section  of  the  canal  maybe  completed.  One 
measure  of  that  economy  will  b&  to  complete  this  ]->art  of 
the  w  ork  with  such  rapidity,  as,  without  reference  to 
the  earlier  profit  from  the  tolls,  would  diminish  the  ex- 
penditures incurred  in  . the  salaries  of  officers;  which, 
when  this  work  shall  have,  been  finished,  may  be  dis- 
pensed with  to  a  great  extent;  or,  as  your  mTemorialists 
confidently  expect,  be  tijrned  over  to  its  western  sec-, 
tion,  the  term  of  their  labours. 

Such  were  the  views  which  prompted  thcJate  snh- 
scriptioff,  by  Congress,  who  were  distinctly  and  repeat- 
edly assured,  while  that  measure  was  depending,  that 
no  further  aid  than  that  afforded  by  a  subscription  of  one 
million  of  dollars,  would  be  asked  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  eastern  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal. -This  assurance  was  necessary  to  the  sviccess  of  that 
measure,  and  can  be  fulfilled  oidy  by  a  release  of  the 
condition  annexed  by  Pennsj'lvania  to  her  sanction  of 
the  Company's  charter. 

That  neither  your  meinorialists  nor  those  whose  una- 
nimous petition  they  express,  have  the  remotest  idea  of 
delaying,  longer  than  m^y  be  indispensably  necessar)', 
the  commencement  and  completion  of  the  western  sec- 
tion of  the  Chesapeake  anil  Ohio  Canal,  is  manifested 
by  the  uniform  tenor  of  other  declarations  and  the  high 
character  of  those  whom  they  represent. 

Part  of  the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  the  western 
.section  of  the  canal  they  have  already  purchased;  ap- 
plications have  been  received  by  them  to  let  the  tunnel 
through  the  Allegheny,  and  one  of  the  first  operations 
of  their  Board  of  Engineers,  after  preparing  the  eastern 
section  to  be  let,  as  is  expected,  before  the  ensuing 
summer,  will  be  to  explore,  a  third  time,  and  to  revise 
the  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  western  section  of  the 
canal,  preparatory  to  opening  books  in  Europe,  as  well 
as  America,  for  a  subscription  of  the  stock  required  for 
its  construction. 

Your  memorialists  believe,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  sum  required  for  this  section,  will  be  more  readily 
obtained  from  the  U.  States,  should  the  public  antici- 
pation of  the  favourable  progress  of  the  eastern  section, 
founded  on  the  assurances  of  the  undersigned,  be  realiz- 
to  the  extent  which  the  president  and  directors  are  in- 
duced, by  ev.ery  day's  experience,  to  reiterate,  with  in- 
creased confidence. 

The  appeal  which  your  memorialists  presiune  to  ad- 
dress to  the  justice  of  a  great  state,  might  be  extended 


to  mapy  other  views  .of  the  relation  1n  which  Pennsyl- 
vania stands  to  an  enterprise,  which  has,  as  yet,  receiv- 
ed heJ-  ajjprobation,  witliout  that  aid  which  she  has  so 
widely  and  liberally  extended  to  so  many  other  objects 
of  internal  improvement  u  ithin  her  territory,  in  some 
of  which  her  immediate  interest  is- not  greater  than  iji 
.  that  which  now  seeks  her  forbearance,  as  well  as  Jier 
favor.' 

;  -  The  lime  may  come,  the  undersigned  beg  leave  to 
add;  they  trust  it  will  shortly  arrive,  when  your  memo- 
rialists may,  again,  invite  the  pecuniary  ass'istance  of 
your  honctrable  body  towards  a  work,  which,  as  a  bond 
of  connexion  between  the  centre  and  the  extremes  of 
the  Uniouj  cannot  appeal  in  vain,  to  a  state  second  in 
population  and  wealth  to  but  one  in  this  country.  That 
ti^me  will  arrive  whe^n  the  actu.al  results  of  the  first  con- 
tracts for  the  construction  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  shall  exclude  all  remaining  doubt  of  its  probable 
cost;  and  when  a  further  subscription  to  its  stock,  by 
the  United  States,  shall  assure  other  subscribeirs  that 
tlie  work,  when  prosecuted  west  of  tlie  Allegheny,  will 
be  carried  to  its  ultimate  consummation;  an  union,  in 
its  bosom,  of  the  Rastern  and  Western  waters,  by  one 
vminterrupted  canal,  of  dimensions  corresponding  with 
its  national  character  and  consequence. 
(Signed) 

-  C.  F.  MERCER, 

President  of  the  C.  &  O.  Can^l  Co. 
■   -.     V  -  ■  'W.  SMITH, 

:  •  :       'ANDW.  STEWART,  I  g 

.  PETER  LENOX,  12 

•   '  FREDK.  MAY,  fS 
.         •      PHJNRAS  JANNEY,  3 
JOSEPH  KENT,       J  *"* 

The  Stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company,  in  general  meeting,  June  21,  1828: 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  sum  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed  to  the  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal,  according  to  the  ))rovisions 
of  the  charter  of  the  company,  the  president  and  di- 
rectors .of  tl>e  company  ma}',  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  cause  books  to  be  opened,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
reception  of -such  further,  and  additional  subscriptions, 
not  exceeding  forty  thousand  share's,  to  the  stock  of  the 
Canal,  as/they  shall  find  necessary  to  complete  the 
same  asfixr  as  Pittsburgh,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  be  it  further'resolved.  That  the  president  and 
directors  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  present 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  Sl.ate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  be- 
half  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Comp.  a  memo- 
rial requesting  sueh  a  modification  of  the  act  of  that 
state  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  (-"anal 
Company  as  may  be  alike  condu-ive  to  the  advantage 
of  the  company  and  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  General  Jlssemhly  of  Maryland. 

The  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany, by  the  undersigned  president  and  directors 
thereof,  respectfnllj'  represents: 

That  on  the  20th  day  of  June  last,  the  undersigned 
were  elected  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  by  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Stockholders  of  the  company,  convened  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, in  the  city-hall  of  Washington;  and  immediately 
afterwards  proceeded  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  under  the  charter  of  the  company;  a  copy  of 
which,  with  the  by-laws  of  the  company,  certain  rules 
addressed  by  the  president  and  directors  for  their  own 
government  and  that  of  their  corps  of  engineers,  and 
tabular  statements  of  the  contracts  made  for  the  con- 
struction ot  forty-eight  miles  of  the  canal,  are  annexed 
to  this  memorial,  together  with  an  exposition  of  the 
condition  of  the  company's  funds  down  to  the  last  re-- 
turn  of  the  treasurer. 

Among  the  duties  which  the  undersigned  have  per- 
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formed  in  the  past  year,  has  heert  ujcUuled,  that  of  fix-  ■ 
inij  definitively  the  eastern  lerminallon  of  the  canal. 

In  the  peitbrmunce  of  this  diffipalt  and  delicate 
trust  it  was  deemed  essentia]  to  the  permanent  varulity 
of  any  decision  whidi  the  preddent  and  directors  mig-ht 
form,  that  the  subject  sliould  he  submitted  to  a  general" 
meeting' of  the  stuckholdei's.  ,  '. 

In  ])reparin;^  a  question,  on  which  to  take  tlieir  final 
judgment,  the  President  and  Directors  wei  e  rcg-ardful 
of  the  iiberal  spirit,  which  the  state  of  Marylanil  had 
ever  manlfestcil  towards  tife  enterprise  confided  to  their 
care,  and  adverting-  to  her  past  po-llcy  in  relation  to  the 
future  extension  of  the  Canal,  sought  earnestly,  and 
they  confidentl}^  beheve  successfully,  to  advance  that 
policy.  Jiy  the  report  of  a  civil  engineer,  a  liighly  re- 
spectable native  citizen  of  her  great  conirnerclal  corpo- 
ration, it  had  been  affirmed,  that  to  enable  the_  stale  of 
Maryland  to  extend  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  to 
Baltimore,  it  should  be  brou.L;ht  down  to,  Georg'etovvn  at 
a  level  of  not  less  thaa  25  or  30  feet  above  the^ide.  If 
has  according'ly  been  brought  to  the  heart  of  George- 
town at  a  level  of  37  feet  above  tide  water,  thereby  sav- 
ing, in  its  future  extensioji,  on  that  high  level,  not  only 
the  purchase  or  condensation  ef  muclv  valuable  gi'oand, 
hi  Georg-ttown,  but  the  heavy  excavation  in  the  rear  of 
Washington,  to  which  a  lower  elevation  would  have 
been  exposed,  while -the  expense  incurred  beyond  the 
])olnt,  from  whence  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
descends  towards  its  termination,  is  chiefly  for  locking' 
down  to  the  river,  which  must,  otherwise,  have  been 
encountered  at  g-reuter  Inconvenience,  and  much 
greater  cost,  immediately  above  Georgetown;  The 
Basin,  essential  to  any  termination  of  the  canal,  would  no 
where  have  proved  of  such  easy  construction,  as  at  tlie 
mouth  of  Rock  creek,  and  the  sale  of  the  mole  or  pier, 
-designed  to  form  it,  enlarged  to  a  breaclth  of  80  feet, 
will  pav',  very  nearly,  for  the  construction  of  the  entire 
basin. 

The  President  and  Directors,  and  the  Stockholders 
did  not,  while  they  promoted  the  interest  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  in  advancing  the  general  interest,  and  secutv 
ing  the  harmony  .'of  the  Conipany',  fall  to  CNaminc 
carefully,  the  extent  of  the  power  under  which  they 
acted,  and  while  not  doubting  their  chartered  authority, 
so  as  to  terminate  the  canal,  yet,  for  greater  security, 
referred  the  validity  of  the  act,  by  which  they  did  so,  to 
the  judgment  of  the  highest  law  officer  of  the  United 
States,  whose  published  opinion  accompanies  this  ex- 
])ose  of  tlie  present  condition  of'ths  common  enterprize 
of  so  many  governments  and  cities. 

The  undersigned  trust,'  it  will  appear,  that  the  great 
enterprise  comniltted  to  their  care  is  proceeding  as 
prosperously  and  speedily  as  existing  circumstances 
will  permit,  anil  as  tlie  p^ibllc  had  been  led  to  expect 
from  the  jirior  c:dculations  submitted  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  .Maryland,  and  to  the  other  parties  to  the 
charter  of  the  Company  by  tlie  Central  Committee  of 
tlic  Chesajieake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compan}'. 

The  available  funds  of  the  Ctrmpany  now  amount  to 
s.bout  three  millions  six  lumdred  thousand  dollars  to 
wliich  the  president  and  dii'ectors  hope  very  shortly 
to  be  able  to  add  a  subscription,  by  the  Common- 
wenllli  of  Virginia,  calculated  to  swell  this  sum  to  more 
than  four  millions  of  dollars;  an  amount  it  is  believed 
suffielent  to  complete  the  cUnal  as  far,  at  least,  as  Cum- 
berland. 

The  dimensions  of  the  canal  have  been  extended  to 
sixty  feet  at  its  surfice,42  feet  at  its  base,  and  a  depth 
of  6  feet  below  its  water  line,  thus  affording  a  cross 
section  of  306  feet.  The  locks  under  contract  are  27 
in  number,  and  100  feet  in  length,  and  15  in  breadth, 
in  the  clear;  they  average  a  lift  of  8  feet  and  are  tabe 
constructed  of  solid  stone  masonry.  Two  stone  aque- 
ducts over  tlie  .Xionocacy  and  Seneca,  besides  more 
than  80  culverts,  and  12  lock-keepers'  houses  of  the 
same  materi.-'ds,  have  been  contracted  for,  as  part  ot 
the  48  miles  of  canal  already  let.    This  portion  of  the 


■  cai^al  embraces  also  a  capacious- basin,  at  its  eastern 
terinination,  requiring  an  extensive  embankrnent  Ol'-'' 
mole  across  the  mouth  of  Kock  Creek. 

,  The  cost  of, the  whole'orthis  work  will  Be  seen,  by 
"the  accompanying  tables  to  be  #958.136,  and  when  the 
remaining  lock^houses-,  a  few  waste  "wiers,  and  the  Se- 
neca feeder  and  guurd  lock  shall  be  added,  the  whole 
cost,  exclusive  of  engineers'  and  officers'  s-.daries  and 
coutiugencles,  \v\]l probably  reach  §1^,050,000. 

The  undersigned  can n'ot  speak,  with  absolute  confi- 
dence oiTthc  subject,  for  reasons  very  apparent. 

In.  the  estimate  of  the  excavation  of  the  first  seven- 
teen mllfes  let  above  the  I_ittTe  Falls  and  below  the 
.niQuth  of  Seneca,  the  contracts  Ave're  for  a  canal  of  5 
feet  depth  only.  ■  Some-allowan-ce  must'be  made  for  the 
-addition  of  one  foot  to  thisflepth;  .and  for  the  occa- 
sional discovervbelow  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground, 
of  rock,  where  coranibn  earth  alone  had  been  "expect- 
ed.   A  provision  has  alsfj  been  made  for  lining  the  in- 
ner slopes  of  the  Canal  with  .stone,  where  it  can  be  done 
'at  reasonable  c'ost;'    All  these'  experises,  together, 
-may -swell  the  cost' of  the  fir.st  48  miles  of  the  canal,  to 
very  near  or  quite  51,100,000,  or  §22,916  per  mile,  ex- 
clusive oKany  allowance  for  damages,  to- the  proprietors 
of  the  land  through  which'  the  canal  is  conducted;  of 
this  amount,  the  inner- pavement  is  computed  at  near 
SIOPO  a  mile.-    It  isxlesigned  to^fit  the  canal  for  boats 
moving  with  more  thiui  onlinary  veloclty.by  protecting- 
its  banks  fi-om  washing-.     -By-  the  inc4-eased  dimen- 
.  sions  of  .the  canal,  combined  with  the  last  mentioned 
provision;  -the  president  and  '  directors  Jiave  sought 
to  give  every  facility-  to  that  intercourse' between  the 
eastern  and  Western  states,  Avhich  it  is  one  of  the  ob^ 
-jects  of  this  great  natioua-1- work  "to  promote. 
,    The  -cross  section  of  the  Cl-i€sapeake  and  Ohio  Canal- 
wiH-  be' found,  on  comparison  with  that  of  the  Erie  canal 
of  NewYork,  to  exceed  the  latter  by  nearly  120  p. cent. 
Ah  excess  leading  to-an  advantage,  the  undersigned  are 
prepared  to  show,  much  excc-cds  In  value  the  amount  of 
its  actual-  cost,  since  -the  most  satisfactory  experiments 
have  demonstrated,  that  a  boat  adapted, to  the  locks  of 
both  Canals  can  be  impielledon  tluit  of  a  greater  volume 
at  the  same  velocity,  with  a  force  one-third' less  than 
.that  required -on  the  smaller  canal;  Or,  in  o(her  wordsj 
that  by  the  enlargement  nf  the  cross  section  of  the  Che- 
sapeake arid  Ohio  Canal  beyond  that  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
an  advantage  has  been  gained  for  the  former  much  more 
than  equivalent  to  the  entire-  consumption  of  time  by  a 
lockage  of  more  than  3200  feet.  And  this  would  be  true 
were  a  minute  per  foot  allowed,  for  passing  through  a 
series  of  locks  of  ihat  aggregate  hft.    But  when  it  is, 
reflected,  that  by  very  recent  improvements  in  the  con- 
struction of  locks,  that  time  is  reduced  one-half  at  least, 
this  advantage  becomes  of  yet  greater  magnitude.  It  is 
demonstrable,  by  the  force  of  experiment,  that  after- 
completing  the  continued  navigation,  so  long  contem- 
plated, from  the  City  of  Wasl'iington  to  Pittsburgh, 
which  will  be  afforded  by  a  canal  iiot  differing  material- 
ly in  length  from  that  which  connects  Albanywith  Lake 
Erie,  though  very  greatly  in  lockage,  a  given  tonnage 
may  be  transported  in  the  former  at  20  per  cent,  less 
cost,  for  carriage  merely,  than- on  the  latter,  so  as  more 
to  atone  for  the  difference  of  cost,  and  therefore  of 
tolls,  between  the  two  canals,  arising  from  the  expensive 
tunnel  and  lockage  of  the  broader  and  deeper  canal. 

To  realize  all  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  this  con- 
sideration, from  the  superior  dimensions  and  inner 
pavement  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  is  one  of 
the  objecis  of  the  present  memorial,  by  which  the  un- 
dersigned seek  to  obtain  an  explicit  recognition  of  the 
powers  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to 
substitute  the  boats  for  the  bi'idges.  where  the  latter 
might  be  required  on  the  canal,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficultj'- of  conducting  a  pathway  beneath  it. 

By  leaving  the  siu-face  of  the  water  unimpeded  by 
any  superstructure,  not  only  steam  power,  but  sails  may 
be  used  to  great  advantage  upon  the ,  Ohesiipeake  and 
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Ohio  Canal,  tfs  they  are  vised  in.  tike  manner,  on  the 
canals  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  in  Scotland.  When 
steam  is  not, used,,  as  in  relation  to  boats  of  heavy  bur- 
den drawn  by  horses,  tlfe  occasional  sail  spread  to  a 
favoring-  wind,  will  eiiable'the  boatmen  to  refresh  their 
horses  by  carrying- them  on.board,  so  that  vi'hen  put  to 
the  draft  again,  they  w-iHiravel  with  renewed  vigor  and  ■ 
increased  speed. 

But  the  time  may  not  be  remote,  when  steam  .-may  su- 
percede, on  such  a  canal,  the  use  of  any  other  moving 
power;  and  it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  an  enbghtened  legis- 
lature to  guard  against  any-permanent  obstruction  to'its 
eas}'  application.  "   .  • 

Another  end  is  also  designed  to  be  procured'by  this  in- 
stitution), security  and  comfort  to  tlje.  traveller. 

It  is  known  that .  mahy  "Irves  have  been  lost  on  the 
canals  of  New  York  by  the  erection  of  bridges  across 
them.  Such  bridges  must  be  very  low  on  the  inclined 
plane,  or  roads  leading  to  or  from  tliem,-  so  steep  as  to 
be  alike  laborious  and  dangerous  to  ascend.  A  -low 
bridge  necessarily  occasions  a  low  pitched  boat,  with  a 
single  deck,  and  a  roof  w.hich  no  passenger  dare  stand 
upon,  without  encountering  contimially  recurring-  ha- 
zards, from  the  bridges  under  which  he  rs.  to  pass.  From 
such  a  boat,  ex-posed  to  tbe  direct  action  of  the  sun's 
.rays,  the  current  of  air  is  eXcltided,  by  the  canalhanks, 
while  .every  nojiious  wiiiged  insect  js  attracted  towards 
it  by  the  .stagnant  atmosphert'in  its  vicinity.  A  boat,, 
on  the  contrai-y,  unobstructed  by  bi-idges,  maybe  lifted, 
by  a  second  or  third  story,  above  thij  banks  of  the  canal, 
sd  that  the.  traveller  wilFbe  regaled  by  cui-rents  of  fresh 
air,  and  an  unobstructed  ]>rospect  of  .the  countrj^  around 
him,  and  find  ample  accommodation  for  exercise"  by  day 
and  qiiiet  repose  at  night.-  All  this  too' he  will  have 
added  to  increased  velocity  and  perfect  safety,  espe- 
cially ifthe  stearn  boat  be  used  t-b  tow  th.e  passage  boat. 
The  undersigiied  aiV  confident  of  obraimng  a  velocity 
•of  one  hundred  and-  fifty  miles  a  dav, 'far  the  passage 
boats  of  their  canal,  if  no  impediri^eufhe  thrown,  in 
their  way  by  bridges..  They  therefore  ask  to  be  reliev'ed 
from  any  supposed  necessity  of  constructing  them^-  and 
in  lieu  of  them,  to- be  allowed  to  establish  ferries,  or 
public  roads',  and  to  enter  into  a  Reasonable  composition 
with  the  proprietors,  v^'here  estates  are  divided  by  the 
canal  iine,  to  supply  a  boat  for  tifeir  use,  when'  needed,  ■ 
or-to  purchase  or  require  the  slip  of  land  cutxift"  from 
any  lai-ge  tract  by  the  canal,  and  afterwards  to  hold, 
-  sell,  let,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  it,  on  such  terms,  asto- 
exclude  the  necessity  of  any  pass  way  over  the  canal. 

Regarding  the  preceding  as  a  single- purpose,  iiivolv- 
ing  several  means- for  Tts  perfect-  attainment,  without 
private  injury,  the  undersigned  beg  leave  to  add^  that 
since  the  charter  of  the  Company  was  completed,  they 
.  have  conceived  it  expedient,  and  such  has  been  the 
unanimous  sentiments  of  the  stockholders  to  release  tlie 
restraints  imposed,,  on  the' sa.lei  or  letting-  of  water  pow- 
.er,  along  the  margin  of  the  canal. 

Having  in  several  places  to  resort  to  the  main  river 
or  water  they,  therefore,  ask  of  your  honorable  body 
permission  to  sell  or  let,  for  prescribed  manufacturing 
nses,  any  surplus  water,  which  they  rriay  conduct  by 
feeders  into  the  canalj  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  that 
which  unavoidably  gains  admission,  and  the  present 
charter  allows  them  to  let.  It  will  be  seen,  that  Penn- 
sylvania has,  with  judicious  foresight,  conceded,  what 
is  now  asked  of  your  honourable  body,  and  which,  if 
granted,  will  be  used  in  the  -spirit  of  its -concession, 
without  injtiry  to  the  navigation  of  the  canal. 

For  similar  reasons,  to  promote  the  public  benefit, 
cheapen  the  cost^  and  embrace  the  profit  of  their  work, 
they  ask  the  permission  to  sell,  or  let,  on  tlie  heavy  em- 
bankment, which  they  maj'  find  it  necessary  to  form,  for 
the  moles  or  piers  adjacent  to  their  -basins  upon  or  at 


i-ie  termination  of  their  ctmal,  sites  for  houses  of  every 
escription. 

■    (Sighed,)  C.  F.  MEUCER, 

'  '  f  .  -Pres.  Ch.  and  Ohio  C.  C. 

W.  SMITH, 
i -  -■    •    -       ANDKKW  STKWART,  . 
-  ■        PETER  LENOX,  " 

<-   '  KKEDERICK  MAY,-  . 

.        PHINEAS  .TANNEY,  ' 
•-.  .,     -•>.    -  Uirectorsi- , 


-     ^"  •    CO.AL  TRADE  FORasaS.';  "  -• 

We  have  taken  considerable  pains,  and  devoted  the 
principal  part  of  several  days  to  the  collection  of  infor- 
mation respecting  the  coal  trade  during-  the  last  y'earf 
and  are'  now-enabled,  hy  the  politeness  of  the  g-entlemen 
engaged  in  that  business,  and  the  facifiiies  afforded  by 
them,  .to-present  the  following  statement  and  calcula- 
tions.   Our  chief  object  Avhen  we  comrnenced  the  ta,sk, 
was  to  ascertain  the  consumption  of  coal  in  the  city, 
wiiich  we  believe  has  not^been  b&fore  attempted,  and 
which  wi?- think  we  have  accomplished  as  nearly  as  can 
be  effected.  Por  this  pyrpose  we  "haye  applied  to  every 
person  engagedin. that  business,  that  we  could  hear  of, 
andfrotn  their  information  we  iiavc  drawn  up  the  state- 
ments relatiiig  to  that  p-aiM;  tif  the  in'quiry.    We  have 
intended   to  be  correct,  an'd   if  we  are  not  so,  it 
has  hot  .been  for  want  of  exertion  ;  and  we  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour,  if  we  are  wrong*'  in- any  particular,  to 
have  the  error  pointed  out  and  it  shall  be  corrected. — 
The  afnount  of  tlie  coal  business  this" year-  tvould  have 
been  much  g-reater,  ha'4.-not  the  s'tceams  been  so  mtich 
reduced  by  the  drought  which  prevailed  in^  September, 
as  to  piwent  boating  for  nearly  two  months.    From  the 
preparations  -which  are  hojv  making^.for  prosecuting  this 
business,  the  quantity  to  be"  brought  to  market  the  next 
season,  will,  probably,  considerably'exceed  that  of  the 
past;  as  will  also  tlie  consumption  of  coal;  it  being  now  ad- 
vantageously eraplo3fed  to  some  extent,  in  kitchens,  and 
steam  engines  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  use  in  houses. 
We  haveadded  a -comparative  table  of  the  progress  of  ^ 
the  trade  from  its  co.rnmencement  to  the  present  time, 
which  affords  a  highly  encouraging-  antici'pation  of  its 
futui'e  importaace  to  this' state.  ■  ,  .     .      •  _ 

Coal  shipped-at  Mount  Carbon  per 'Re- 
.  port  of  the   Schuylkill  Navigation      Tons.  Cwt. 
■  Company  of  Sthinst..        -         -        47,284-  15 
Of  which,  it  appears  by  the  weekly  re- 
turns of  the  Company's  agent  at  Mt. 
Carbon,  there  were  destined  for 


Pho;nixville, 

-  ■    11-57    .  , 

Pottstown, 

'  6-13 

Reading, 

629  ■  , 

less  reshipped 

15/      •  , 

at  Reading, 

Norristown, 

331  •  ', 

French  Creek, 

172    ■  " 

Moorehall, 

26  -  , 

Orwigsburg, 

4  9 .  - 

Hopewell  landin 

Manayunk 

J61  -  . 

Catfish  Island, 

14  - 

Birdsborough, 

11- 

Pigeon  creek. 

-  119 

Unioiiville, 

53 

Hambui-g, 

189 

',-- - 
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COAL  TRADE,  FOR  1828. 


[Januaut 


Amount  broH  over,  47,284  15 
Outlet  ofSt.  Vincunt  •  % 

Canal,  18       .  -  •  _ 

Plym'Hitl)  guard  Lock,  ,45  '  '  . 
Moiity'y .  Poor  hoube,  36 


3468 


Ijeaving- for  Philadelphia,  43,816  15 
Coal  received  by  Lehigh  CoJn- 

paiiy,                                     30,111  .  . 
do     do    from  Beaver  Mea- 
dows,         -           -            '  168 

.  .  -    •  ■   30,2-9 

,   Total  from  Schuylkill  and  Lehig'h 

.      this  seasonal  Philadelphia,  74,095  15 

Do.  on  hand  and  remaining 
-  ■     over  frojn  1827-8, 

of  Schuylkill  50— Lehigh  9147  9,197 

Total  supply  for  Philadelphia,,      .83,292  15 

Of  which  were  received  hy      "  "            .  Who  shipped 

J.  R.  &J.M.  Bolton            5360^   '  1-89&  -  ^ 

J.  Harman,  Jr                       3489       '  -  .  1576 

J.  Stoddart,  (N.  Am.  Co.)  11934      ■  '  8054 

■j.  W.  Wynkoop                  1910    '  508.  ■• 

Jno.  Shippen  &  Co.             1705  •  -  1444  .• 

D.  Wentz  &  Co                   1635    ■•  47  ■ 

J.Donley,  (Siisq  Coal) . . .    253      '  none 

Robert  Fleming..  -. .  2500  2300 

Morris  &  Johnson                  4598  1217 

New  York  Co                      4673-    "  4160 

Jos.  Haines  3282  1935 

S.  Wetherill  &.  Sons.,.. ..    101  none 

~     \        '     '          y  41,440  23,039 
■  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company  .30,111,  ,23,156 

Agent  of  Beaver  Meadow       168  nojie 

7\,719  Total  46,195  Sh'd 
On  hand,  as  above,  1828  '9,197 

Total  received  at  Philad.  '  80,916  : 

Unaccounted  for,                2,376       '•  .' 

■  ■  ■  •'    •  ,-  •         •"■    •  ~  ■  83,292  15 


.  It  is  probable  that  the  quantity  not  accounted  for  has 
been  disposed  of  at  some  of  the  towns  on  the  way,  as  it 
fretiuently  happens,  that  boats  which  clear  at  Mount 
Carbon  for  Philadelphia,  do  not  proceed  on  to  the 
city,  but  dispose  of  their  cargoes  elseivhere.  One  gen- 
tleman informed  us  that  he  knew  this  to  be  the  fact 
with  respect  to  about  400  tons — and  as  but  161  tons 
were  originally  destined  to  Manayunk,  which  must  re- 
quirc  a  supply  of  at  least  5  or  600  tons,  it  must  have  re- 
ceived-it in  this  way, — and  so  also  have  probably  other 
towns. 

Whole  quantity  received  as  above  at  Phila- 
delphia      -     '  -       -  _     -       -       -    ■  80,916 
Shipped  as  above    -       -  ,     -  46,195 
On  hand  per  estimate  of  holders 

at  this  time,  viz: 
OfSchuylkill     ,    -.■  -.    .  :1834--     ,  . 
Of  Lehigh     -  .   -       1716  -.  . 

—. — -■■  '=  S,-550 
V  '    ,      '     ■  -    49,745 


•Sold  for  consumption  in  the  city     -       -  3l,171 
But  us  the  quantity'  on  hand  is  so  small,  and 
'will  probably  be  all  sold  before  the  winter 

is  past,  we  add  it  again'- -.    -  .    -       -  3,550 

Making  tlie  city  consumption  during  the 

passing  season    ;  -     •  -       -  -  34,721 

And  for  the  tise  of  the  towns  &c.  along  the 
^  river  ,-       -    ,    -       -       -       -     :  5,844 

503  vessels  have  been  employed  this  season  in  the 
coasting- coal  trade,  viz: 

From  SchuylkiD.. . . '.  /.  235 

By  Lehigli  Company  from  Del.. .  ..268 

Total  vessels....  503 

The  value  of  the  City  Coal  business,  esti- 
mating 80,916  Tons  at  the  average 
price  of  six  dollarsj  is  -       -  f485,49& 

And  of  the  river  business  5,844,  at  §6,  35,064 


Total  Anthracite  Gon\  Business, 


1520,560 


COMPARISON  WITH  FORMER  YEARS. 


IMPORTS. 


Years. 


1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 


Lehigh. 


303 
1,073 
2,440 
5,823 
9,541 
28,393 
31,280 
30,305 
30,111 


Scluiyl- 
kill. 


5000 
16,767 
31,360 
47,284 


Total 
Tons. 


[.Value  at  $6. 


365 
1,073 
2,440 
5,823 
9,541 

48,047 
61,665 
77,395 


2190 
6438 
14,640 
34,938 
57,246 
200,358 
288,282 
369,990 
464,370 


EXPORTS. 


Lehigh. 


73 
723 
3,255 
13,520 
12,769 
13,000 
23,156 


Schuyl- 
kill. 


5,000 
11,596 
21,004 
23,039 


Total. 


73 
723 
3;255 
18,520 
24,365 
34,004 
46,195 


Value  at  $6 


438 
•  4,338 
19,530 
111,120 
146,190 
204,024 
277,170 


Vessels 
employed. 


150 

200 
320 
503 


It  appears  by  the  last  report  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  that  the  amount  of  Tolls  received  from. 
Coal  in  1828,  was  46,242  dollars,  while  those  from  all  other  articles  than  Coal,  amounted  to  only  40,969  dollars 


Printed  every  Saturd.iy  morning  by  William  F.  Ged- 
des.  No.  59  Locust  street,  Philadelphia;  where,  and  at 
the  Editor's  residence,  in  North  12th  st.  3<1  door  south 
of  Cherry  st.  subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  received 


Price  five  dollars  per  annum  payable  in  six  months  after 
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PENNSYIiVANIA  RjilL-WAY. 

!-:i^!\:7\  ' 

Desirous  of  presenting'  in  otfe  number  the  parts  of 
Major  Wilson's  two  reports  on  tlie  Uail-way  from  Co- 
lumbia to  Philadelphia,  which,  will  be  most  interest- 
ing' to  our  readers  generally,  we  have  omitted,  in  most 
cases  those,  portions  which  enter  minutely  into  the  cal- 
culations of  e  mbankment  and  excavation  necessary  on 
each  section  of  the  road.  The  remaining  portions  will, 
we  have  no  doubt,  be  read  with  much  interest  at  the 
present  moment. 

Report  and  estimate  bii  the  survey  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Rail-way,frora  Columbia  to  the  Captby  Joun  Wilson, 
Engineer. 

To  the  board  of  canal  commissioners  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen,  • 

Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from  the  secretary 
t)f  the  board  in  April  last,  I  I'cpaired  to  Columbia^  in 
Lancaster  county, for  tlie  purpose-of  locating  the  Penn- 
sylvania rail  way,  and  have  now  the  honoiu-  of  submit- 
ting the  following  report,  with  jilans  and  estimates  of  the 
location  and  formation  of  twenty-nine  miles  of  the  J'oad. 

As  the  termination  of  ihe  twenty-ninth  mile,  from  ihe 
head  of  the  inclined  plane  at  Columbia,  (see. position  A, 
on  the  accompanying  map, )  approaches  near  to  the  deep 
excavation,  in  the  Gap  of  Mine  ridge,  and  having  in  my 
last  year'sreport,  designated  the  summit  at  Henderson's 
as  the  ])oint  separating-  the  eastern  from  the  western  di- 
vision of  the  rail-way, 1  shu!,l  therefore,  in  the  present  re- 
port, confine  myself  solely  to  tlie  leading  facts  connect- 
ed with  the  western  division,  and  the  location  of  its  route, 
as  delineated  on  the  accom])anying  map. 

Preparatory  to  the  conimcncenient  of  the  location  of 
the  rail-v.-ay,  various  examinations  were  made  and  exper- 
imental lines  traced;  &.  having  considered  it  imjjortantto 
the  line,tliat  the  inclined  plane  &.  steam  jjower  should  be 
located  near  its  place  of  begiiming-,  it  was  found  practi- 
cable to  ett'ect  that,  object  from  the  position  C,(see  map) 
near  the  east  end  uf  the  Columbia  bridg-e,  and  which 
may  be  designated  as  the  place  best  suited  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  But  as  the  exten- 
sion of  the  line  through  the  town  of  Columbia,  along  the 
margin  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  to  a  point  (marked 
B)  at  the  soutliern  extremity  of  the  town, ottered  a  more 
favourable  position,  li  om  wlience  llic  engine  plane  could 
be  traced,  1  thci-eibre  conniienccd  at  that  point  the  lo- 
cation of  the  plane,  and  determined  its  length  to  be  a- 
bout  six-lumdredand  sixty  yards,  and  height  ninety  feet. 

As  it  was  found  imjiracticable  at  the  commencement 
of  the  survey  to  trace  the  precise  line  on  the  margin  of 
the  river,  on  account  of  the  accumulation  of  lumber  and 
other  m-atter  then  deposited  on  its  bank,  the  estimate  of 
the  coat  of  levelhng  the  plane,  and  this  portion  of  the 
line,  which  will  not  be  expensive, is  deferred  to  another 
period. 

Those  inhabitants  of  Columbia,  through  whose  prop- 
erty the  line  must  pass,  have  by  a  written  document, 
which  was  handed  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  releas- 
ed the  state  from  any  damages  for  buildings  or  land. 

Vol  III.  n  -  ,. 


From  the  head  of  the  plane  the  line  is  traced  to  the 
position  north  of  Mount  Pleasant  village,  and  to  that 
point  on  Little  Conestoga  creek,  both  referred  to  in  my 
former  report. 

From  thence  through  the  north-east  corner  of  Lan- 
caster, it  reaches  Big  Conestoga  trcek,  east  of  Mrsi- 
Hall's  residence. 

In  locating  the  road  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lancas- 
ter application  was  m:ide  to  rne  by  a  committee  of  citi- 
zens appointed  by  the  select  and  common  councils  uf 
the  City,  to  trace  the  line  marked  E  F,(see  uiap,)which 
they  deemed  more  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  that 
community.  .  It  is  obvious  however,  that  on  inspection 
of  tl'.e  map,  this  hne  would  be  injurious  to  the  main 
route;  and  the  excess  of  Cost  of  !e\elllng  it  to  the  grad-^ 
uation,  is, about  three  thousand  dollars.  A  branch  line 
could  be  constructed  for -this  ^imount,  which  w  ould  be 
beneficial  boUi  to  tlic  main  rail-way  and  Lancaster,  by 
making  the  latter  more  accessible  as  a  place  of  deposit; 

•  There  were  three  distinct  lines  traced  to  IVig  Cones- 
toga creek;  on  the  north  mui'gin  of  llaidwick  run,  to 
the  crossing-  place  at  Mis.  Hall's;  a  second  on  the  south 
side  of  the  same  run  to  DeUiuth's  mill,  and  a  middle  line 
leading  across  the  run,  which  was  linally  considered  ai 
best  adapted  for  the  hiil-way. 

The  line  crossing  .at  Demuth*3  could  not  be  united 
with  any.  gradwation  within  tlie  assumed  limit  to  Mill 
creek,  it  was  therefore  abandoned. 

A  line  •u-as  traced  for  six  miles,  from  the  cast  end  of 
the  contemplated  bridge  at  Mill  creek,  pursuing- a  more 
northwaidly  direction  than  the  e>:plored  line  of  last 
ycar;_my  object  was  to  reach  a  position  on  Pequea  creek 
near  Eckert's  mill,  but  the  application  of  the  ditt'ei  ent 
grades  was  found  to  render  a  locatioli  on  this  route  very 
expensive,  1  therefore  did  not  hesilate  to  withdraw  the 
tlie  party  and  retvu-n  to  our  position  at  Mill  creek,  from 
which  we  located  a  line  as  far  as  Weaver's  farm  on  the 
old  route,  thence  it  crossed  Brisbane's  run,  and  Pequea 
creek,  and  was  conducted  to  the  position  at  KshlenUui'e 
dam,  referredto  hi  the  preHminary  report  of  last  Dec; 
Continuing  the  location  from  the  latter  point,  and  fol- 
lowing the  northern  margin  of  Eshleman's  and  London 
land  runs,  the  line  eilters  at  the  tasterii  end  of  Williams- 
town,  on  the  Phihidelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike,  and 
thence  it  is  conducted  to  our  former  position  at  Aby's, 
from  which  to  the  side  hill  of  the  Mine  ridge,  the  line  is 
traced  with  a  radius  of  a  moderate  curvature.  Continu- 
ing the  graduation  along  the  sloping-  ground  of  the  ridge, 
the  limit  of  the  ]>resent  estimate  is  determined  at  the 
]/ieket  35i;  on  the  profile  Ko.  CO,  to  which  1  refcr..^ 
From  the  hitter  point  the  location  has  been  extended 
through  the  Gap  of  Mine  -ridge,  and  has  advanced- to 
that  position  beyond  Cloud's  mill  dam,  in  the  valley  of 
Chester  county,  which  terminated  the  second  section  in 
the  eastern  division  of  last  year's  report.  .- 

IJcverting  to  the  ])osltioii  at  Aby's,  from  which  we 
graduated  a  line  last  year,  asceiiding  cast  at  29. 04  feet 
to  the  mile,  it  was  found  in  the  present  survey,  tliat  in 
order  to  trace  the  line  lo  Mine  ridge,  with  a  radius  of 
easy  curvature,  the  distance  would  be  considerably  di^ 
inlnished,  I  therefore  increased  tlie  grade  to  31  feet  and 
located  t!ie  road  to  the  Gap,  with  a  cut  at  its  summit  qf 
35  icet.  It  is  my  intention  however,  w  ithout  altering 
the  present  location,  to  diminish  the  grade  of  tli€  28th 


PENNSYLVANIA  RAIL-WAV. 


[t'EiiiiuAnt 


and  29Ui  miles  to  the  former  number  of  29.04;  and  this 
is  eacily  t  lfectc  (I,  Ijy  commencing-  this  rate  of  gradua- 
tion about  a  mile  further  back  on  the  line. 

In  concluding-  my  remarks  upon  tlie  location  of  tins 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail-roud,  I  will  observe  that 
in  directing-  ihe  different  explorations,  with  the  view  of 
selecting-  liie  proper  line  for  the  road,  the  diminution 
of  distance,  so  as  Jiot  to  extend  be\  ond  the  limit  of  a 
'  reasonable  expense,  was  an  object  of  pi-imary  considera- 
tion, and  which  was  accomplished  to  a  greater  extent 
thaii  expected. 

The  remark  in  one  of  the  conchuling  clauses  of  last 
year's  report,  that  embankments  and  cuttings  were  a- 
voided,  the  expense  of  which  might  have  been  equiv- 
alent to  the  increased  length  of  rail-way,  has  been 
verified  by  the  present  location,  for  the  difference  in 
xlistancc  is  four  miles  and  oj^'  chains.  As  regards  the 
comparative  expense,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  refer  to 
that  in  the  sequel  of  this  report. 

The  flexiires  in  the  line  of  road,  and  which  were  un- 
avoidable, are  of  moderate  curvature.  The  radii  of  their 
curvatures  vary  from  631  to  1891  feet;  in  one  instance 
only,&  that  is  immedlutely  at  theend  of  the  level  platform 
on  the  engine  plane  at  Cohmibi;i,  the  radius  of  curvature 
is  about  350  feet  but  this  can  be  easily  increased  on  the 
opening  of  the  road,  should  it  be  deemed  necessary. 

There  is  another  route  which  I  sl:all  now  bring  before 
the  view  of  the  board.  It  commences  west  from  Cap- 
tain Slaymaker's,  at  the  position  marked  G  on  the  map; 
and  is  traced  after  crossing  London  run,  on  its  southern 
margin  to  the  point  H,  it  is  then  lifted  to  the  side  hill 
of  Mine'Ridge,  by  an  inclined  plane  of  aijont  75  feet; 
from  this  it  is  tr.aced  to  the  Gap,  which  will  require  a  de- 
pression at  its  summit  of  only  five  feet;  from  the  gap  it 
has  progressed  in  its  extension  along  the  south  side  hill 
of  Mine  Ridge,  five  miles,  and  is  intended  to  be  eon- 
ducted  (should  the  ground  be  favourable)  to  the  Ches- 
ter valley  near  Coatsville,  by  another  plane  and  engine. 
The  object  of  this  investigation  is  to  ascertain  whether 
■we  cannot  so  shorten  the  distance  between  the  Gap  and 
Philadelphia,  and  so  far  diminish  the  expense  of  con- 
struction, that  the  interest  arising  upon  the  difference 
of  expense  between  this  route  and  the  lower  level  locat- 
ed beyond  Cloud's,  may  be  an  equivalent  foj  that  of 
maintaining  and  keeping  in  repair  the  two  stationary- 
engines. 

The  survey  involving  this  question  will  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  another  week. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  me  at  various  times 
during  the  present  survey,  to  make  examinations  of 
routes,  which  were  considered  by  those  having  an  in- 
terest in  them,  as  presenting  more  advantageous  ground 
for  the  location  of  the  Penneylvania  rail-way,  than  the 
explored  line  reported  upon  last  year.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  give  all  the  attention  to  them  that  time  and 
the  nature  of  my  duties  would  permit. 

The  routes  proposed  by  the  citizens  of  Chester  Co., 
residing  in  HoneybrOok  township,  were  examined. 

From  the  summit  above  Irwin's  mill,  on  one  of  the 
head  branches  of  Pequa  creek,  following-  the  valley 
leading  to  West  Brandywine  at  Beaver  dam,  thence  to 
the  snmmit  dividing  West  Brandywine  from  Beaver 
creek,  which  is  tributary  to  East  Brandywine,  the  sur- 
face of  the  country  indicates  favorably  for  the  location 
of  a  road;  but  the  height  of  the  ridge  which  divides  the 
waters  of  the  Pequca  and  West  Brandywine,  cannot  be 
overcome  without  the  aid  of  machinery :  neither  can  this 
summit  he  attained  from  I,ancaster  without  i-endering 
the  line  of  graduation  both  circuitous  and  expensive. — 
'  Another  route  was  examined  which  leads  from  the  sum- 
mit near  the  Compass  tavern;  but  the  same  difficulties 
-  present  themselves  hei  e  as  in  the  former. 

The  elevation  of  the  summits  between  the  Capiat 
Henderson's  and  the  Welsh  mountain,  and  to  which  my 
attention  had  been  directed,  vary  from  186  to  250  feet 
above  the  position  of  the  ridge  thi-ough  which  we  p.ass 
into  Chester  valley. 


Such  other  routes  as  have  been  examined,  and  the 
discussion  of  which  have  a  relation  to  the  eastern  divi- 
sion of  the  rail-way,  I  shall  defer  until  a  future  period. 

The  drawings  illustrative  of  the  location  now  submit-" 
ted,  are  1st,  a  general  map  upon  a  scale  of  four  miles  to 
the  inch,  exhibiting  the  country  thuough  which  the]ine 
is  traced — 2d,  29  sectional  maps  of  a  mile  each,  and  up- 
on a  scale  of  16  inches  to  a  mile;  also  29  profiles  upon 
the  same  horizontal  scale,,  but  40  feet  vertical  to  an 
inch;  these  should  have  been  attached  to  the  sectional 
map<,  but  the  latter  were  not  finished  in  time;  3d,  three 
drawing.s,  showing  the  elevations  and  plans  of  the  bridges, 
the  references  upon  which  sufficiently  explain  their  va- 
rious parts. 

GRADUATION  TABLE. 
Chains.  Ascending  rate  Descending  rate 

per  mile.  per  mile. 

184.44      ■  ■  -26.00 

15.46  -     •  '    .  6.30 

30.52        ;  /  23. 
103.08  ■  ,        :  .27.50 

21.01     '     .  level 
.  47.87  .      '     ■   ■    -  27.50 

43.  '  16.75 

254.11  27.50 

23-95      -.^       .25.'.    '■    .    '  ' 

19.       '      •.  ■  20. 

11.50    ■     ■     ■  '  -  .  ^  .  - '  -:■  20.        ■  - 

-69.  ■  V. ■  '  - 

29.      ■         '  ■  25:  ■        •      ■  20.  ' 

118.15     .  .       ■     ::.c^-iA-:        27.50  - 

22.59     -         -  Icve"!        "      -  -.^ 
21.83-       ,    •■■  /  3.80 

187.  ■      27.50  ■       .  , 

29.  '  20. 

8.  y  '   .  25. 

4.  level 

9.  ■   ■  -  .-     C  ■'     .       ■  •  15, 

•  .  v.-  10. 

IL  '  •  S..  ■ 

e.   ■■■ . ■■•-'i'--. -^'V-'-.'-'  ,■ '       10.  ■ 
10.-  ■•   ■'        '■2&-        ■-'^    ■  ' 
13.   ■:        TV  .  20: 

5.  ■-  -.  ■  :  10..  -  . 

94.32-  •  ■  .  27.50 

7.50  level  - 

162.  ,      -  27.50 

18.  '  -  ""■     10.  -  ■  .  ■ 

32.  ■    .       level        •  •  "  '  • 


11. 
25. 
15. 

75.90 

16.42 

47. 

18. 

13.60 
»278.50 
"190.25 


20  ;  ■ 
level 


27.50 

level 
27.50 
31.  - 


10. 

27.50 

13; 

14. 


2320.00    29  miles, 
•Intended  to  be  altered  to  178.50=27.50  290.25=29.80 

Cost  per 

ESTIMATE.  -  Mik. 

Mile  \sl.  Passes  overground  very  favoura- 
ble for  the  road.  It  will  be  chiefly  levelled 
from  the  matter  thrown  out  of  the  side  ditches. 
Total  cost    -       -  -  -  -         $513  47 

Mile  2d.  On  gentle  and  sloping  ground — 
the  line  crosses  I'orrey's  meadow — at  the  12th 
picket  there  is  a  narrow  strip  of  woods.  The 
g-rubbing  is  not  estimated,  as  the  value  of  the 
trees  will  be  equivalent  for  this  item, on  every 
part  of  the  line  to  the  Gap  of  Mine  Ridge        1,656  98 

Mile  'id  Is  located  in  open  fields;  excava- 
tion easy;  soil,  loam  and  clay  -       -       1,892  97 

Mik    4:111.    Passes  ever  gentle  side-ling 
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ground — crosses  two  meadows,  which  must 
be  bridg'ed,  and  enters  the  cutting  at  the  sum- 
mit north  of  Mount  I^leasant.  Soil,  loiini,  clay, 
and  clay  slate         .         .  -  .  2,092 

Mile  5th.  Located  on  ground  easy  of  ex- 
cavation— between  pickets  No.  58  and  59 
loose  stones  ...  -  5,801 

Mile  6th.  GeTierally  of  easy  formation — from 
pickets  68  to  72  estimated  as  common  excava- 
tion; should  stone  occur  it  may  remain  to  be 
quarried  and  broken  for  the  Horse  path  2,082 

Alile  7th.  Is  located  on  gentle  sloping 
ground       -         -  -  -  -  952 

Mile  Bill.  On  gentle  slopes  declining  south 
the  whole  section;  easy  for  road  forming   -  1,535 

Mik  9th.  On  easy  ground,  the  line  passes 
south  of  the  village  of  Hempfield,  and  then  . 
crosses  the  Marietta  turnpike.  The  section 
terminates  on  the.  east  side  of  the  Little  Con- 
estoga  creek,  which  is  passed  with  a  truss 
bridge.    (Little  Conestoga.  bridge,  792  feet, 

?i4.,5oo.)         -       -       -       .    15,579  ra 

Mile  10th.  Easily  formed,  some  of  the  small 
embankments  made  from  widening  the  side 
ditches.     -  -  -  -  -         794  44 

Mile  11th.  Of  the  same  character  as  the 
last  -  -  -  -  -  930  40 

Mile  12th.  Rock  found  at  picket  20r,  which 
will  be  disposed  of  for  the  horse  path — soil, 
loam,  clay  -  -  -  -       1,218  22 

Mile  ISth.  A  portion  of  this  section  passes 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  build- 
ings in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  crosses  Hard  wick 
run  east  of  Mrs.  Coleman's  house,  and  Big 
Conestoga  .at  a  bluft'  near  Mrs.  Hall's  resi- 
dence. Limestone  rock  bottom  in  creek. 
(Hardwick  bridge  244  feet,  $1,640  50— Big  Co- 
nestoga bridge,  §24,081)   -  -      27,155  00 

3Iile  14th.  The  excavations  on  this  section 
are  moderate  and  easy,  soil  generally  loam  and 
clay;  at  picket  27  one  foot  of  rock  whicli  can 
remain;  the  smaller  embankments  on  this,  as 
well  as  in  other  sections,  are  made  up  from 
.widening  the  side  ditches  -  -       1,035  24 

Mile  151  h.  Passes  over  gently  sloping- 
ground,  declining  south;  soil,  loam,  clay,  easily 
excavated  -  -  ..  ,    2,097  28 

Mile  16th.  The  cutting  at  the\  commence, 
ment  of  this  section  was  not  sounded  to  the  full 
depth;  it  is  estimated  as  common  excavation, 
and  should  rock  however  occur,  it  may  remain 
for  the  formation  of  the  horse  p.ath;  the  rest 
of  the  section  is  nearly  on  surface  -       1,938  75 

Mik  17th.  Road  forming  easy  on  this  sec- 
tion; small  embankments  raised  from  earth 
obtained  in  widening  side  ditches  -       1,242  92 

Mile  18th.  Crosses  Mill  creek  at  S.  Gib- 
bons; the  line  passes  between  his  house  and 
barn;  and  bejrond  Mill  creek  a.  branch  of  it  is 
crossed;  tiie  section  generally  is  of  easy  forma-  , 
tion;  soil,  loam,  clay.  C^li"  creek  bridge, 
528  feet,  9204  dolls.— Conard's  bridge,  122  - 
feet,  $710  50)      -  -  -  -     11,766  85 

Mle  19th.  This  section  crosses  the  old 
Lancaster  road,  and  in  general,  it  is  of  easy 
formation;  soil,  clay,  loam  -  -       1,180  92 

Mile20th.  Passes  over  gentle  slopingground, 
declining  towards  Stauffer's  run;  soil,  loam, 
clay  .....  1,742  59 
V  Mile  21st.  The  greater  part  of  this  section 
is  located  on  uneven  ground;  it  crosses  Sou- 
dersburg  valley  at  Weaver's.  The  cutting  is 
-easy;  soil,  loam,  cliiy.  (Bridge  at  Porter's, 
16  feet,  §114  37— Bridge  at  Soudersburg  val- 
ley, 500  feet,  £2,127)       .  .  -       3,967  86 

Mile  22d.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
section,  a  ridge  of  easy  excavation  is  pierced. 


after  which  the  ground  falls  .slightly  below  the 
graded  line,  it  crosses  Brisbane's  run,  and 
leaves  an  embankment  between  the  bridge  at 
12  that  run,  an<l  Pcquea  creek.  (Bridge  at  Bris-  :i-  ■  '■ 
bane's  run,  442  feet,  ^1,926 — I'equea  bridge, 
600  feet,  $5,318)  -  -     _     -"    11,392  63 

80  3Iile  23d.  Passes  over  an  undulating  sur- 
face,  encountering  ledges  of  limestone,  which 
afford  excellent  building-  stone,  which  will  be  .  ■■• 
wanted  in  the  bridges  and  on  the  road  The  ex-  ''  ■  ..  •V  ' 
98  cavation  only'estimated  as  common  cutting.Tlyis 
section  crosses  the  Lancaster  and  Philadelphia 
22    turnpike,  and  terminates  at  a  bluft'at  the  head 

ofEshleman's  dam  -  -  -       1,356  28 

Mile  24th.  Is  located  on  undulating  ground 
— the  cuttings  are  easy.  The  section  after 
it  passes  between  Mrs.  Mcllvaine's  house  and 
barn,  terminates  in  the  orchard.  (Bridge  at 
Eshleman's  mill  pond  419  f  $2085  75— Bridge 
at  Eshleman's  run,  132  feet,  !iil,029  50)  5,941  2ft 

Mile  25th.  Is  traced  on  sloping  ground,  de- 
clining to  London  run,  less  vineven  on  the  sur- 
face than  the  last  section — light  loam,  liable 
to  wash     -  .  .        .  -.  .       1,720  79 

3filc  26lh.  Continues  along  the  slopes  of 
London  run,  crosses  a  branch  which  leads  from  | 
Williamstown,  at  Picket  276  limetone  rock,  i 
which  will  be  used  for  abutments  of  the  bridge. 
The  line  crosses  the  Lancaster  and  Philadel- 
phia turnpike  twice.  This  section  is  located 
on  favourable  ground.  (Williamstown  bridge, 
-409feet,  $2376)    .  -  '-  -       3,185  67 

Mile  27th.  The  surface  on  this  section  is        .  .  _ 
rather  uneven;    the  cuttings  are  considered 
easy;  soil,  loam  and  clay  slight     -         -       2,197  42 

Mile  28th.  This  section  is  rough,  with  con- 
siderable embankment  at  Picket  323;  it  leaves 
Abey's  lane,  and  crosses  his  meadow  and  Stras- 
burg  road  to  the  s-de  hill  of  the  Mine  ridge 
road;  soil,  loam,  clay,  and  gravel     -       -       4,926  J4 

Mile  29th.  Is  ti  aced  on  the  side  hill  of  the 
Mine  ridge;  the  line  recrosses  the  Strasburg 
road,  the  slide  slopes  vary  from  3°  to  9°  are 
principally  wooded;  soil,  easy  of  excavation     4,926  14 

Mile  1st  to  29th— Total  -  -  .  $119,350  51 
For  superintendence,  &c.    -  •         11,935  05 

Total  amoimt-  -    -  $131,285  56 


In  comparing  the  estimate  of  last  year  with  the  one 
now  submitted,  the  cost  per  mile  of  road  forming  is 
greater  in  the  latter  than  the  former,  but  the  shortening 
of  the  distance  between  Columbia  and  the  Gap,  makes 
a  material  diilerence  in  the  cost  of  the  other  contingent 
parts  of  the  rail-way. 

The  excess  of  this  item  in  the  old  estimate,  is 
41,505  dollars 36  cents;  to  which  add  the  road  forming 
81,049  dollars  13  cents,  and  the  amount  is  122,554  dol- 
lars 49  cents,  giving-  the  excess  3,204  dollars  4^  cents,  a 
sum  probably  sufficient  to  complete  that  portion  of  the 
line  between  the  eng-ine  plane  and  canal  basin  at  Colum- 
bia,  not  included  in  this  estimate. 

On  referring  to  the  maps,  it  will  be  perceived  that  tha 
profile  of  the  whole  line  lias  been  minutely  ascertained. 
All  which  is  respecttully  submitted. 

JOHN  AVILSON,  Engineer. 
Sadshury  Tovmship,  Lancaster  Cminty, 
August  15,  1828. 

Report  and  estimate  on  the  continuation  of  the  Fennsylva-  . 
nia  Rail-way  from  the  Gap  to  Fhikidclphia,  by  John 
WiLsoKT,  Engineer. 

TO  THE  nOAni)  or   canal   COMMlSSIONEnS   OF   THE  STATE 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gentlemen — Having  reported  in  Avigust  last,  in  con- 
formity with  your  instructions,  upon  the  location  of 
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that  portion  of  tlie  I'emis)  Ivimia  lail  roail,  hetween  the 
Mine  Ridge  and  Su'iquehanna  riwr,  and  having-  dcsig-- 
riated  it  as  llio  western  division,  I  -have  now  the  lionour 
to  Uiy  beibre  the  board,  a  continvialion  of  the  same,  in 
relation  to  the  location  of  the  eastern  division  of  thaf 
road,  accompanied  with  various  plans  and  drawings  il- 
lustrative of  the  operation,  to  wliich  I  shall  refer. 

Waving  brought  to  the  view  of  the  board  the  subject 
of  an  experimental  line  then  in  progress,-  (wliich  had 
for  its  object  tlie  establishment  of  two  inelined  planes 
one  to  attain  Jtbe  elevation  of  the  ground  at  the  Gap  of 
Mine  Kulge  without  a  deep  cutting,-  and  the  other  to 
descend  into  tlie  Cliester  valley,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Coatsville,  and  tliere  form  a  connexion  with  the  ex- 
plored line  of  last  year;)  the  surveys  and  investigations 
involving  the  question  of  comparative  expense  and  fa- 
cility of  transportation,  betv/een  this  route-  and  the  one 
formerly  reported  upon,  were  soon  completed.  The 
difference  of  distance  between  the  latter  and  the  route 
of  the  present  location,  is  of  little  account,  and  the  dif- 
ference of  expense  would  not  compensate  for  maintain- 
ing and  keeping  in  repair  the  steam  engines. 

I  now  proceed  to  describe  briefly  the  route  of  the 
rail-wav  location,  commencing  at  the  termination  of  the 
29th  rnile  from  Columbia.  A  reference  to  the  general 
plan  No.  2,  will  assist  in  explaining  the  course  of  the 
line. 

The  graduated  line  enters  the  ground  at  the  Gap  of 
Mine  Ridge,  a  few  chains  from  its  place  of  beginning; 
its  greatest  depth  from  the  apes  of  the  ridge  is  35  9-10 
feet,  and  the  length  of  excavation  is  42  chains.  From 
dUl'erent  borings  made  on  this  section,  tb.ere  is  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  rock.  The  slopes  on  each  side  of  the 
vidge  will  afford  the  advantage  ot  using  temporary  rail- 
ways as  a  means  for  the  removal  of  the  earth;  and  their 
application  in  the  various  cuttings  and  cmbankrrients 
upon  the  line,  will  h.ave  ti.e  eft'ect  of  reducing  the  ex- ' 
pense  of  road  formation. 

From  the  termination  of  the  Gap  excavation  to  Moore's 
mill,  the  line  is  traced  over  the  sam.e  ground  described 
In  former  reports,  It  crosses  the  branch  of  Octorara 
from  wliich  the  mill  derives  its  supply  of  water,  very  fa- 
vourably for  a  bridge;  and  after  winding  along  the 
slopes  of  the  steep  sitle  hill  of  that  creek,  i^enters  the 
great  valley  of  Chester,  near  the  woollen  factory  of 

 —  Noble,  Esq. ;  hence  it  is  traced  on  the  southern 

side  of  North  YaVky  hill  to  the  eastern  branch  of  Octo- 
rara creek,  vvhich  the  line  crosses  below  Cloud's  mill 
(Jam.     Continuhig  on  the  sam.e' side  of  .  the  valley  hill, 


cllncs  north vyardly  towards  the  North  ^■alley  hill,  crosses 
on  the  dividing  ridge,  the  Wilmington  road,  and  passes 
west  of  ■ —  Hope's  dwelling-house;  thence  east- 


and  passing  through  tlie  lands  of  Messrs.  AVatkins,  Mc- 
(iray,  rhihps,  Boyd,  and  others,  it  attains  a  summit  in 
Smitli's  field,  (being  the  dividing  ridge,  between  the 
v.aters  of  Rusciuehanna  and  Delaware  rlvei-s,)  beyond 
the  Cocliraneville  road;  and  thence  crosses  over  to  the 
northern  side  slope  of  the  soath  valley  hill,  from  wlience 
it  is  traced  on  very  f  ivouraiile  ground,  intersecting  in  its 
conrse-Huck  run,  below  the  mill  of  .[.  Truman,  and  the 
West  Chester  road,  and  finally  attains  the  summit  ridg'e 
divl<Hng  Buck  run  and  I^lttle  Urandy wljie,  beyond  the 
residence  of  G.  Israe  l,  F,.sq. 

At  the  pjdslilon  where  liuck  run  is  crossed,  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  make  the  attempt  to  leave  Ches- 
ter valley,  i)>  following  ll)e  valley  of  tiiut  water  course. 
A  line  was  accordingly  traeed  along  the  margin  of  its 
30Uthern  bank  for  two  miles,  which  jiasscd  over  rugg-ed 
and  uneven  .ground,  and  was  finally  abandoned.  VVere 
it  practicable  to  have  located  the  route  of  a  rail-way  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  Ruck  run,  and  keeping  a  direction 
south  of  West  Chester,  towards  the  Schuylkill  and  Phi- 
ladelphia, it  would  have  afforded  great  advantages  to  an 
important  niaiiufaeturlng  countr}';  but  the  cirGiiltous 
nature  of  the  line,  (rendered  so  from  the  great  irregu- 
larities and  uiievenness  of  the  surface.)  and  the  expanse 
of  construction,  caused  me  to  desist  from  making  any 
farthei'  examinations  in  this  section  of  countiy. 

Ketiivnlng  to  the  summit  near  G.  Israel's,  which  is  in- 
tended to  Ijc  depresse.d  .33  feet,  the  rail-way  line  in- 


\V-ardl)-  on  gentle  sloping-  ground  of  the  Valley  hill,  and 
Is  traced  without  varying  much  from  that  direction  un- 
til it  crosses  West  Brandy  wine,  a. few  chains  north  of 
Coatesville;  whence  it  proceeds  to  the  ridge  separating- 
the  waters  of  the  West  from  the  East  Erandywlne,  de- 
signated in  my  former  report  as  "Gardiner's  summit." 

While  the  locating-  party  were  advancing  with  their 
line  of  demarcation,  and  after  the  exploring-  parly  had 
completed  all  the  requisite  examinations  to  Gardiner's 
ridge,  the  latter  were  directed  to  explore  a  new  line 
from  that  summit  proceeding  towards  Downlngstown, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  valley,  and  to  endeavour  after 
passing" over  West  Brandywiiie  to  reach  the  south  val- 
ley side  hill,  with-such  alevel  as  would  enable  tbem  at  a 
maximum  rate  of  graduation,  to  cross  the  ridg-e  through 
any  of  the  chasms  vyhlch  might  offer llie  least  expense 
in  constructing  the  rail-way. 

The  first  experitwcntal  line  was  graded  to  the  Bran- 
dywine,  to  a  position  north  of  Downlngstown,  and 
which  offered  a  favourable  place  for  crossing-  that  w^ter 
course.  In  extendmg.this  line  ea.stwardly,  however,  it 
vv'as  found  to  be  unfavourable  for  our  purpose. 

Upon  examining  the  ground  to  the  south  of  where  the 
Lancaster  turnpike  passes  Hrandywine,  another  posi^ 
tlon  favourable  for  crossing  presented  itself;  and  having 
transferred  our  former  level  to  if,  we  commenced  trac-" 
ing  a  line  to  the  summit  ridge  at  Baldwin's,  which  of-, 
fered  no  Lmpedlment  to  the  construction  of  a  rail-way  j 
(see  position  B.  on  map.)  and  from  whence  after  crosS' 
ing  the  valley  creek,  SdUth  of  Baldwin's  mill,  the  gradu-. 
atlon  was  extended  along-  the  slope  of  the  south  valjey 
hill,  and  finally  terminated  at  the  "pass"  marked  C.  (see 
map,)  which  is  nearly  opposite  to  the  21  mile  stone 
from  Philadelphia  on  the  Lancaster,turnplke. 

The  results  of  these  various  examinations  were  not 
completed  until  the  location^  which  was  steadily  ad^ 
vanclng  upon  the  old  route,)  had  reached  a  position 
east  from  the  white  horse' summit. 

As  the  explorations  made  last  year  from  this  summit, 
with  a  view  to  find  (hy  the  nearest  and  most  eligible 
route  to  J^hllada. )  a  position  from  which  we  could  leave 
Clhester  valley  were -very  unsatisfactory,  andhai  ing  fully 
ascertained  the  practlcablilly  of  locating  a  favourable 
line  for  the  rail-way,  upon  the  south  side  of  the  valley 
from  Coatesville,  to  the  point  (C.)  already  noticed,  I 
therefore  did  not  hesitate  to  discontinue  the  location  up- 
on the  old  route,  and  to  direct  a  minute  and  accurate 
location  of  the  new. 

While  this  was  in  progress  a  po.sltlon  marked  1).  (on 
map)  vvas  assumed  (in  Thomas'  field,  between  the 
Turnpike  -and  Boot  road,)  in  e.-stenslon  of  the  graded 
line  from  the  pass  C.  and  from  whicJi  we  proceeded 
with  the  location  of  the  rail-way -eastward.  In  a  direction 
towards  the  GreeriTrce  tavern;  and  keeping  upon  the 
ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  the  valley  and  Crum  creeks, 
and  crossing  tlie  Lancaster  turnpike,  it  inclines  more 
northerly  on  the  same  ridge,  and  recrosses  the  turnpike 
at  I'aoli  tavern:  from  thence  it  proceeds  eastwardh'  and 
again  crosses  the  turnpike  in  front  of  the  General  Jack- 
son tavern;  it  then  runs  nearly  parallel  with  that  road 
for  a  mile  further,  and  passes  to  the  south  side  of  the 
same  at  Mrs.  Robisons;  thence  through  lands  of  Van- 
leer,  Porter,  and  Carter,  it  enters  the  ground  In  I.  Reese's 
field,  leaving  his  barn  to  tlic  left,  and  passing  under  the 
turnpike,  follows  by  an  easy  curve  the  most  favourable 
ground  to  the  re:ir  of  the  Spring  tavern;  from  whence 
it  takes  a  more  eastwardly  illrection,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  high  ridge  near  the  Lamb  Tavern,  which  it  leaves  to 
liie  left.  It  is  then  traced  through  lands  of  Taylor, 
Weatherby,  Kennedy,  and  Mrs.  IJcnderson,  and  passes 
to  the  northern  side  of  the  turnpike;  proceeding-  to  the 
summit  in  H!rs.  Grove'.s  field,  whicli  lies  nortli  of  the 
Spread  Eagle  Tavern. — Leaving  the  latter  summit  the 
I  surface  of  vvhich  is  below  the  fine  of  rail-way,  the  roac] 
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is  located  on  lands  of  Edward  S5iter  and  John  Pusc)',- 
thence  passing  throug-h  Mrs.  Abram's  orchard,  it  pro- 
ceeds towards  the  residence  of  Benjamin  Mould,  "which 
it  leaves  to  the  right;  and  after  crossing  tlie  ravine  cast 
of  his  house,  it  is  traced  on  gentle  sloping  ground 
through  lands  of  Richard  Kimbcr,  Lemuel  Georg-e,  and 
A.  Lewis,  thence  crossing  the  road  which  leads  lo  the 
Gulph  Mills,  the  rail-wa}'  is  continued  without  much  de- 
viation from  the  explored  line  of  last  year,  to  the  sum- 
mit in  Rudolph's  field,  which  is  about  19  feet  above  the 
bed  of  the  i-oad. 

Proceeding  in  a  southward!}'  course  from  Rudolph's 
through  the  property  of  Messrs.  Curwin  and-Thomas,  it 
approaches  the  turnpike,  and  after  crossing  it  near  the 
toll  gate,  about  nine  rhiles  from  Philadelphia^  it  still 
keeps  its  southwardly  direction,  leaving  the  Union  Ta- 
vern, (Balm's)  to  the  left,  and  bending  northwardly  re- 
crosses  the  turnpike  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Buck 
Tavern;  from  whence  it  runs  nearly  in  a  du-ection  with 
the  old  Lancaster  road,  on  tlie  ridge'' dividing  the  wa- 
ters of  Cobb's  creek  and  Sclmylkill  river,  leaving  that 
road  at  the  seven  mile  stone,  which  is  the  position  at 
jyhich  the  surveys  and  estimates  of  last  3'ear  terminated. 

Thence  the  line  is  traced  across  the  flat  rock  bridge 
road,  and  bending  eastw  ardly  through  the  hmds  of  Mr. 
George,  passes  near  Hoffman's  house,  and  keeps  its 
eastwardly  direction  to  the  lane  le^ulingto  Mr.  George's 
house;  thence  througlv  his  fields  passing  north  of  his. 
barn,  it  proceeds  to  the  position  E.  on  the  general 
plan,  north  of  the  residence  of  the  late  Judge  Peter's; 
thence  descending  by  an  inclined  plane  of  about  180 
feet,  crosses  at  a  favourable  place  the  Schuylkill  river, 
and  enters  the  bed  of  the  old  Union  canal. 

Following  the  bed  of  that  canal  to  a  position  east  of 
the  Bush  Hill  establishment,  it  curves  southwardly,  and 
enters  Broad  street  at  its  intersection  witli  CallowluU 
street,  proceeding  down  the  centre  of  the  foi-mcr,  it 
crosses  Vine  street,  and  terminates  conformably  to  the 
"law  within  the  limits  of  Pliiladelphia. 

The  located  distance  between  the  head  of  the  inclin- 
ed plane  in  Columbia,  and  the  south  side  of  Vine  street 
in  Philadelphia,  is  82  miles  and  8  tenths;  and  by  the 
explored  line  of  last  year  which  terrniiiiited  at  the  seven 
Eijile  stone  on  the  old  I.anca<Ttcr  road,  the  distance  from 
the  Susquehanna  to  that  point,  including-  bridges,  was 
85  miles  and  66  hundreds;  add  to  the  latter  the  e.tten- 
sion  to  Vine  street,  and  it  makes  a  difference  between 
it,  and  the  actual  location,  of  8  miles  and  95  hundreds. 

It  is  79^  miles  from  our  place  of  begl'nniiig  on  the 
Susquehanna  to  Schuylkill  river,  and  the  distance  be- 
tween the  two  inclined  planes  is  78  miles  88  hundreds. 

Various  examinations  and  experimental  lines  were 
traced  southerly  between  the  position  tit  Benjiimin 
JMaul's,  and"  the  seven  mile  stone  on  the  old  Lancaster 
road.  These  were  imdertakt-n  with  a  view  to  find 
a  more  favourable  r6u.te  by  which  we  could  approach 
the  Schuylkill,  than  the  one  now  located;  but  in  every 
instance  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  leave  the  ridge 
dividing  the  waters  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Delaware  ri- 
yers,  the  country  became  either  exceedingly  broken 
jind  intersected  by  ravines,  or,  its  surface  depressed  too 
rapidly  for  our  graduations.  From  some  of  the  positions, 
and  with  the  aid  of  two  inclined  planes  and  stationary 
gteam  engines,  the  level  portion  of  country  lying  south 
of  the  present  location,  might  be  passed  over,  and  a  dif- 
ferent direction  given  to  the  course  of  the  rail-way;  but 
it  was  considered  more  advantageous,  even  with  a  rea- 
sonable increase  of  distance,  to  limit  the  application  of 
steam  power  to  the  two  points  upon  the  line  already 
noticed  in  this  report. 

The  different  horizontal  curvatures  on  the  eastern 
division,  vary  in  their  radii  from  541  to  1891  feet;  the 
curves  which  were  traced  by  the  smaller  radius  were 
but  seldom  adopted;  and  in  the  final  opening  and  grad- 
ing of  the  road,  many  of  these  may  be  considerably  im- 
proved, without  niuch  additional  increase  to  the  cost  of 
road  formation. 


In  referring  to' those  sections  on  the  maps  where  the 
trace  of  tlie  rail-way  exhibits  a  serpentine  character,  we 
do  not  increase  the  distance  thereby,  so  much  as  might 
be  expected. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  whole  distance  between  Broad 
stieet  in  Philadelphia,  and  Columbia,  on  the  Susq\iel)an- 
na  liver,  by  the  rail-way,  is  only  increased  (1-U>)  one- 
tenth  part  beyond  the  nearest  arid  most  direct  public 
roads  between  those  places.  Some  sections  of  consider- 
able extent  do  not  vary  much  from  the  travelled  road; 
but  the  mean,  increase  of  every  ten  miles  is  about  one 
mile. 

To  elucidate  this  by  an  example,  I  will  observe  that 
from  our-  level  picket  No.  159  (see  map)  which  is 
nearly  opposite  to  the  twelve  (12)  mile  stone  on  the 
Lancaster  turnpike  (which  is  thirteen  miles  from  Broad 
street;  the  distance  fiom  thence,  following  the  serpent- 
ine' course  of  the  rail-way  to  the  intersection  of  the  line 
at  Callowhill  and  Broad  streets  is  14  miles  and  24  chains; 
the  diffei-ence  between  the  two  being  precisely  in  pro- 
portion to  the  excess  already  stated;  the  whole  of  the 
comparative  inci-ease  occurs  bet  ween  the  picket  already 
referred  to  and  the  seven  (7)  mile  stone  on  the  old  Lan» 
caster  road;  for,  from  the  latter  position  to  Broad  street, 
our  located  distance  is  rather  shorter  than  the  extent  of 
that  road  to  the  same  street. 

Such  farther  information  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
to  be  laid  before  the  board  for  their  satisfaction,  will  bo 
commuhicate.d  after  J;be  estimate,  which  is  now  sub^ 
mittcd. 

ESTIMATE 

Of  Eastern  T)ivision  of  Pennsylvania  Rail-imy,  com}' 
mencing  at  western  end  of  cut  at  Gap  (in  Mint  ridge) 
and  lerininaling  at  intersection  of  Broad  and  Vine  sis, 
"    FJiiladclpluu.  ' 

Cost  per  Mile, 
Mile  5O/I1.  The  beginning  of  this  mile 
pierces  the  Mine  ridge  at  Gap  depth,  at  apex       iji  'i.--.-;  ; 
35  9-10  feet — from  soimdings  taken,  the  cut-  '  ■; ' 

ting  will  be  clear  of  rock,  after  leaving  the 
cut  it  passes  over  good  ground,  crossing  a 
small  stream,  and  ends  near  R.  Moore's  dwel- 
ling      -  -  -  -  -       !J17,184  25 

MikSlst.  Passes  over  undulating  ground 
consisting  of  short  cutting's  of  easy  excavation 
and  embankments;  soil,  loam  and  clay. — 
Crosses  and  re-crosses  Newport  turnpike 

Mile  3'2il.  Is  traced  over  undulating  ground 
of  easy  excavation,  and  terminates  on  south 
side  of  Moore's  niill-dam,  which  is  crossed 
by  a  balustrade  bridge.  (Bridge  at  Moore's, 
472  feet,  2,615  9;i)      .  ,   '     ■  - 

Mile  33rf.  Is  located  along  a  rough  side 
hill,  encountering  ledges  of  rock  and  loose 
stone  -  . 

Mile  Silh.  The  first  part  of  this  mile  pass- 
es over  smooth  sloping  ground,  then  crosses 
Octorara  creek  with  a  considerable  excava- 
tion on  each  side,  and  turning  a  point  of 
North  valley  ridge,  enters  the  Great  valley  of 
Chester  county.  (Bridge  at  Clouds,  452 
feat,  2,605  36)     -       -       -       -  .  "- 

Mile  35///.  Is  traced  along  the  gentle  side 
hill  of  North  valley  ridge.  Soil,  clay,  and 
sand  stone        .  - 


,833  00 


4,408  81 


3,747  33 


5,139  20 


878  68 


Mile  26th.  Passes  over  slightly  undulating 
side  hill  until  it  reaches  Forree's  ridge,  then 
crosses  the  Valley  on  the  west  side  of  a 
ridg'e,  dividing  the  waters  of  Delaware  and 
Susquehanna  rivers,  (Smith's  ridge.)  Soil, 
clay  and  loam  -       -       -  - 

Mile  57th.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
mile,  the.  line  ])ierces  Smith's  ridge;  soil, 
easy  of  excavation;  it  then  proceeds  to  the 
South  Valley  hill,  along  whicfi  it  1$  traced  on 
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on  g-entlc  sloping'  g-i-ound,  and  ends  on 
east  sid?  of  ravine,  wliich  is  crossed  by  a  ba- 
lustrade bridg-e. 

Excavation  at  Smith's  Ridije  on  "  , 

31.40  chains,  av.  deptli  9.'6  ft.' 

25,860  cubic  yards,  at  6  cents  2,327  40 
Side  excavation  on  26  cliains, 

862  c.  yds.  at  6  cents  -  .51  72 

Excavation  on  12 j  drains,  av. 

depth    4.1  feet,    3841  cubic 

yards  .at  8  cents  -  -  -  307  28 
Embankment  at  both   ends  of 

brjdg-e  on  3.37  cliains,  1356  c. 

yards  .at  10  cents  -  -  -  135  60 
Bridg-e  over  ravine,  289  feet     -      1948  78 


4,770  78 


3i;k  oS/h.  Is  traced  along-  a  g-entle  s'op- 
ing-  side  hill,  and  ends  on  cast  .^ide  of  a  ra- 
vine passed  with  a  b.alustrade  bridg-e;  soil, 
micaceous,  sh.te.  (Bridge  .302  feet,  2019  82)    2,761  90 

Mik  o9th.  Is  located  on  a  roug-h  side  hill, 
and  passes  Buck  run  with  a  truss  bridg-e, 
where  it  leaves  the  valley,  then  crossing-  \V. 
Chester  road,  pierces  Buck  run  and  Bran- 
dy wine  summit  33  feet;  this  cutting- was  im- 
perfectly sounded;  but  has  the  appearance  of 
contuining- limestone,  , 

Excavation  of  10.39  ch.ains,  av.  ■       '  •     -  . 

depth  9.4  ft.  8.356  cubic  yards 

at  8  cents  -        -         -  " 
Embankment  at  east  and  west 

end  of  Buck  run  bridg-e,  on 

2.09  cliains,  1136  cubic  yards 

at  10  cents  -  -  -  - 
Excavation  on  9.85  chains,  av. 

depth  15.4  feet,  15,071  cubic 

yards  at  8  cents     -  - 
Excavation  on  16.30  chains,  and 

filling  at  West  Chester  road, 

2542  cubic  yards  at  7  cents 
Cutting-  at  Buck  run  and  Brandy- 
wine  summit  on  30.61  chains,      .;    ■■.  _ 

g-reatestdeptli  33  ft.  av.  depth  ' 

18A  ft.  60,413  cubic  yards,  at  '  -". 

13  cents  -  -  -  -  7,853  69 
Bridge  over  Buck  run,  472  feet,  11,898  56 
Culvert  3  feet  r-    r  -     ■-       -        60  00 


668  48 


113  60 


1205  68 


177  94 


21,977  95 


Mile  40//i.  Re-crosses  the  Great  Valley 
along-  the  east  side  ofBuck  run  summit,  and 
gain's  the  south  side  of  the  Northern  Valley 
hill,  after  which  it  is  traced  upon  favourable 
ground^  soil,  loam  and  loose  stones       -  1,529  80 

Mik  4lst.  The  line  is  located  along  side 
hill  of  North  Ridge,  overundulatingground; 
Boil,  same  as  last  -       .       -       .  2,029  30 

Afik  42c?.  Commences  at  Fistler's  still 
house,  and  is  traced  on  favourable  sloping 
ground  to  Rock  run,  which  it  passes  with  a 
balustrade  bridge,  after  which  the  ground  is 
undulating:  crosses  Philadelphia  and  Lancas- 
terpike;  soil,  loam.  (One  bridge  of  152  ft. 
at  liock  run  1,252  90)         ■-       -       -  4,439  81 

Mik  43d.  Crosses  Little  Brandywine  with 
a  truss  bridge  69  feet  in  height,  and  is  then 
located  on  easy  sloping  ground,passing  north 
of  Coatsville;  soil,  loam.  (Little  Brandywine 
■  bridge  847  feet,  29,508  74)     .    -  31.197  18 

Mik  44//(.  Is  traced  on  very  favourable 
ground,  crossing-  the  Great  Valley,  and  ends 
on  east  side  of  Gardiner's  Ridge;  soil,  loam      1,031  99 

Mik  45th.  Located  on  gentle  sloping 
ground,  crossing  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster 
pike.    Soil,  same  as  above   -       .       -  414  00 

Mik  46/A.  Is  traced  along  south  side  of 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  pike,  on  good 


ground.   T3rosses  a  small  run  with  a  culvert. 

Soil  same  as  last  ....  559  06 

Mik  47ih.  Located  on  similar  ground  to 
the  last — crosses  two  small  runs     -       -  617  03 

31i!e  48t/i.  1  his  section  near  commence- 
ment passes  through  Gallagher's  ridge  at 
GallagherviUe,  (lime  stone  at  5  feet  below 
surface,)  then  is  ti-aced  for  a  few  chains  on 
favourable  ground,  after  which  it  pierces  a 
ridge  of  solid  lime  stone,  depth  7.3  feet,  and 
ends  near  a  small  run    -       -       -       .  1,624  67 

Mik  49th.  Is  located  generally  on  very 
gofod  ground,  piercing  a  small  ridge  7  2-10 
feet,  (rock  at  2i  feet,)  until  it  reaches  J. 
Hunt's  ridge,  which  it  passes  22  feet  under; 
ends  near  centre  of  Brandywine  bridge — 
crosses  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike. 
(Bridge  over  the  Big  Brandywine  1,413  feet 
14,684  22)     ,  -  -      --       -       -       -  16,980  70 

Mile  50th.  Passes  Big  Brandywine  with  a 
bridge  partly  truss  and  partly  balustrade, 
after  which  it  crosses  a  hollow  requiring  an- 
other bridge.  Then  is  traced  on  favourable 
sloping  ground.  (Bridge  over  ravine  363 
feet,  2,194  24)     -       -       -       -       -  3,158  10 

Mik  Slst.  Is  traced  at  commencement  on 
favourable  ground,  then  cnteis  Baldwin's 
ridge  26  feet  under  (lime  stone  rock  at  14 
feet)  terminates  at  end  of  point  of  solid  rock 
which  is  pierced  at  16-6  feet  in  depth,  both 
affording- good  building  stone. ' 

Excavation  and  embankment  on 
2,893  chs.  910  cubic  yards  at  7 
cents  -----  63  70  . 

Excavation  at  Baldwin's  summit 
on  30.20  chains,  averag-e  depth 
14.3  feet,  41,770  cubic  yards 
at  13  cents         -       -       -       5,430  10 

Embankment  on  10.07  chains,  ,  

avei-.age  depth  3.2  feet,  2,018,    '     ' ' 
cubic  yds  at  10  cents        -  201  80 

Excavation  on  8.93  chains,  aver. 

depth  6.3  feet,  4,370  cubic 
,  yai-ds  at  10  cents       -       -  437  00 

Culvert  3  feet       -  .' ~y       '  60  00 

_  ""  ■•   6,192  60 

Mik  52d.  This  section  crosses  Boot  road, 
with  a  small  truss  bridge,  tlM;n  passes  Valley 
creek  with  a  considerable  exca\  ation  on  west 
side,  afterwards  the  ground  is  more  favourar 
ble,  but  in  general  rough;  soil,  slate  and  gra-  . ,  . , 
vel.  (Bridge  over  Valley  creek  567  feet, 
$513,719  41— Two  bridges  of  64  and  32  feet 
at  ?.888  and  456,  $1,344)      -       -       -         17,062  42 

Mik  53r/..  Is  located  along  the  sloping 
side  hill  of  South  Valley  ridge,  passing  in 
its  coui'se  several   considerable  ravines. — 
[Bridge  over  ravine,  620  feet,       3,802  00 
do.     over  ravine,  290  feet,        1.941  60  _ 
do.     over  Boot  road,  33  feet,       749  22]   8,106  02 
Mik  54lh  passes  over  a  gentle  sloping 
side  hill,  crosses  one  small  ravine  .  3,647  78 

Mile  55th  pierces  at  commencement  a 
ridge  18  feet  at  apex;  then  is  traced  on  gen- 
tle side  hill,  and  terminates  at  eastern  abut- 
ment  of  bridge  over  ravine.  (Bridge  590  ft. 
3,685  27)       -   _   -  .       ,       ,       6,801  47 

Mile  56th.  This  section  passes  over  in 
general  very  undulating  ground,  piercing 
at  end  a  ridge  18  feet  in  depth,  3^  feet  clear 

of rock        -    3,230  U 

-  Mile  57th  crosses  the  dividing  ridge  of  tha 
waters  of  Schuylkill  and  Brandywine,  south 
of  steam  boat  tavern;  ground  in  general 
rough.  Passes  main  branch  of  East"  Valley 
creek. 
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Embankment  on  '22.29  chains, 
averag-e  depth  8.1  ft.  13,328 
cubic  yards  at  12  cents 

E.Vcavation  on  8.5  chains,  aver, 
depth  6  feet,  8939  cubic  yds. 
at  8  cts  

Embankment  at  east  and  west 
end  of  bridge,  on  10.19  chains 
4,256  cubic  yards  at  11  cents 

Excavation  on  8  chain  ^  sec- 
tion, 1.7  yards  square,  167  cu- 
bic yards  at  6  cents 

Do.  on  19.77  chains,  av. 
depth  4  ft .  57'28  cubic  yards  at 
8  cents  .... 

Bridge  32  feet 

Do.  over  run  413  feet 


1,599  36 


315  12 


464  75 


11  22 


458  24 
725  60 
2,691  54 


6,265  83 


Mile  58th  is  traced  along  a  gentle  side 
hill,  crosses  two  ravines  with  culverts;  the 
line  generally  passes  over  good  ground — 
soil,  micaceous  slate       -       -.       -       -       2,273  81 

-Mile  59th.  This  section  is  traced  on  a 
very  rough  side  hill,  passing  four  ravines, 
with  two  truss  and  two  balustrade  bridges — 
ends  near  centre  of  the  fourth — soil  same  as 
above.  (Four  bridges  of 400,  131,  224,  and 
360  feet  at  $10,990  50—2,235  78—5,816  23 
—and  12,687  68,  $30,730  19       -       -       32,411  44 

Mile  60th  commences  in  a  ravine,  where 
the  line  leaves  the  valley  and  passes  ovel' 
very  rough  ground,  piercing  in  its  course  - 
two  ridges,  twenty-four  and  twenty  feet 
in  depth — soil,  micaceous  slate,  affording 
good  materials  for  the  horse  path.  (Bridge 
of  203  feet,  1,796  00)      -       -       -       -       6,519  91 

Mile  61st.  This  section  is  traced  along       .  . 
summit    of  Valley   Ridge   on  favourable 
g-round,  crosses  one  small  ravine  near  Demp-  '.   ;  .:  > 
sey's.  The  line  passes  between  Green  Tree  :  . 

tavern  and  barn — ends  on  north  edge  of 
Pliiladelpliia  and  I,ancaster  pike       -       -        708  73 

Mile  62cl  is  located  on  ground  slightly  un-  ■  ^ 
dulating,  of  easy  excavation,  passes  between-  .  .■  ,■  '  ' 
Raoli  tavern  and  barn;  ends  on  the  west  side 
of  Darby  road,  south  of  turnpike     -       -       1,868  84 

Mile  63d,  passes  between  General  .lack-  ^      ■  _ 
son  tavern  and  barn;  thence  in  front  of  Bear  '  i 
inn,  after  which  it  continues  along  north 
edge  of  pike  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile, 
ends  near  Mrs.  Robinson's  inn;  soil,  loam  and 
clay     -       -  -  1,039  43 

Mile  64th.  Crosses  the  turnpike  near  ' 
its  commencement  at  the  17th  mile  stone, 
then  turning  a  projecting  point  of  ridge  is 
traced  over  favourable  ground,  terminating 
in  garden  of  A.  Potter,  south  of  Reesville — 
soil  as  above  -  -       -       -       1,114  05 

Mile  65th.  This  section  pierces  at  begin- 
ning a  ridge  of  easy  excavation  near  Drove 
tavern,  passing  20.  ft  under  P.  &  L.  turnpike 
at  16th  mile  stone,  thence  is  located  in  the 
rear  of  Spring-  tavern,  (sign  of  Washington) 
and  recrossing  turnpike,  passes  two  ravines 
with  culverts;  soil,  micaceous  .slate,  loam, 

and  gravel.   8,492  09 

Mile  66th.  The  first  part  of  the  line  is 
traced  over  undulating  ground,  crossing 
r.amb  tavern  ravine  with  a  balustrade  bridge, 
after  which  the  surface  of  the  ground  as- 
sumes a  more  even  character,  and  after 
passing  behind  Mrs.  Henderson's  house,  it 
crosses  the  P.  and  L.  pike,  and  ends  on 
west  side  of  old  Lancaster  road.  (Bridge, 
297  feet,  2,219  24)       -         •       -       .       3,435  97 

Mile  67th,  The  beginning  of  this  section 
^jrosses  the  old  Lancaster  road;  it  is  then 


traced  along  a  gentle  side  hill,  intersecting 
a  ravine  near  Mrs.  Grover's,  and  ])assing  ; 
through  her   garden  crosses  the  dividing- 
ridge  of  the  waters  of  Gulf  run,  and  a  branch     -  ;-V-  '■ 
of  Darby  creek,  it  terminates  near  Sitcr's 
lane;  soil,  loam  ami  clay       ...         1,218  55 

Mile  68th  is    located  on  the  dividing 
ridge  over  very  favoiu-able  ground,  and  pass-  -  rr 

ing  Mrs.  Abrams'  house,  it  crosses  Moul's  ra-  : 
vine  with  a  balustrade  bridge — ends  near  4 
II.  Kimber's,  a  few  chains  nortb  of  the  turn- 
pike. Soil,  loam.    (Moul's  bridge,  558  feet, 
3,697  27)      -----       -        4,721  44 

Mile  69th  is  traced  on  a  favourable  side 
hill,  crossing  the  intersection  of  King  of 
Prussia  and  Gulf  mill  roads    -        -       .         1,114  69 

Mile  70th.  The  first  part    of  tliis  line 
passes  over  an  uneven  side  hill,  then  cross-  ..,'t'. 
ing  a  bi'anch  of  Darby  creek,  enters  Hu- 
dolph  ridge,  which  it  pierces  19.8  feet.  Soil 

easy  excavation   6, 137  78 

Mile  71st  is  located  on  undulating  ground, 
crossing  county  line  road.    Soil,  loam,  &c.      1,958  37 

Mile  72d.  The  line  near  its  com- 
mencement crosses  a  break  in  the  dividing 
ridge  20  feet  in  dejjth.  then  passes  P.  and  L,  ,  . 

turnpike,  and  intersects  the  old  Lancaster, 
road  at  the  Union  Tavern.  It  ends  on  north 
side  of  Haverford  road    -       .       .       .       4,107  55 

Mile  73d.    This  section  is  traced  over 
undulating  ground,  south  of  the  Buck  ta- 
vern, and  terminates  on  the  west  side  of 
Price's  ravine  -       -  '   .       .       .       2,991  53 

Mile  74th  At  the  beginning  the  line  cros- 
ses a  ravine  with  a  ballustrade  bridge,  after 
which  it  passes  over  favourable  ground. 
(Bridge  of  462  ft.  3,122  35)       -       -        $4,775  90 

Mile  75th.  Alter  crossing  the  old  Lancas- 
ter road  it  is  traced  on  favourable  ground 
north  of  widow  Jones'.  Soil  clay  and  grav- 
el.   -   $1,549  12 

Mile  76th.  Commences  at  old  Lan.  Road, 
and  passing  South  of  Libertyville  on  even 
ground,  it  terminates  a  few  chains  south  of 
Merion  Meeting  House,  soil  as  above.  1,196  43 

Mile  77th.  Crosses  a  small  l  avine  in  front 
of  the  General  Wayne  tavern,  and  then  fol- 
lows the  course  of  the  old  Lancaster  road, 
which  it  leaves  at  the  seven  mile  stone,  ^.  ,/  ■' 
thence  diverging  north  eastwardly, it  pierces 
a  ridge  14  feet  deep  at  the  apex.  3169  10 

Mile  78tli,  Is  traced  over  undulating 
ground  and  crosses  the  Falls  Bridge  road. 
Soil  loam  and  clay.  2255  45 

Mile  79,  This  section  near  its  commence-  . 
ment  crosses  Georges' ravine,  then  is  traced    ■.  • 
on  favourable  ground  to  the  head  of  the  in-.  -  ,-Z 
clined  plane.    (Bridge  over  Georges"^  ra-  -       ■  ''C 
vine  300  ft.  2219  24)  5798  39 

Mile  80th,  Includes  the  inclined  plane 
— a  bridge  across  Schuylkill  river  and  en-       ,      •  ; 
ters  the  bed  of  the  old  Union  canal.  ■  .:     : ./ 

Excavation  on  7.35  chains — av-  :   '  •.' 

erage  depth  8.9  feet,   5507  '  '  ■  . 

cubic  yards  at  8  cents  440  56     .  ■■.■!    r  : . . 

Embankment  on  11  ch  av  depth  -■     .  •  ■/ 

5.9  feet,  4411  c  yards  at  1  lets.      485  21'  ,  L'   '  - 

Excavation  on  8^  ch,  av  depth  . 

14  7  It,  12.210  c  yds  at  9  cts.        1098  90 
Embankment    at  west  end   of  .-' 
Schuvlkill  bridge,  on  lOi  ch, 
depth  23.3  ft,  19,257  c  yds  at 
14  cts.  2695  98 

Excavation  on  12  ch,  1308  c  yds 

at  10  ct*  130  80  • 

Embankment  on  5i  ch,  dept  7.3 
ft,  1318  c  yds  at"  10  cts.  13180 
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Culvert  and  cross  drai;)       -       -       75  00 

KxcHvatioii  on  7.37  ch  av  depth 
■1  ft,  539  c  yds  at  7  cts  37  73 

Scliuylkill  bridg-e  upon  tlie  prin- 
ciples ot'Towns  pRtent  46,344  76 


Milt:  81st,  Occupic-s  the  bed  and  tou'- 
iiiti;- path  of  tlie  oKl  Union  canal.      There  is 
rock  wliich  nmst  he  removed  on  tlii:?  section.  . 
Kxcavation  11,616  c.  yds.  at  10  eta  1161  60 
Embankment  345  t.  yds.  at  12  cts.     41  40 


51,440-  74 


Mti.k  R2d.  Old  Union  Canal. 

Kxcavaiion  7607  c.  yds.  at  15  cts.  1141  05 

linibankmenl  587  c."  yds.  at  10  cts  58  70  ■ 

One  culvert  3  feet       .        *   •  .•  60  00 

Mile  S3d.  Diverg'es  from  old  TTnion  Canal, 
enters  ISroad,  and  intersects  Vine  street. 
Excavation  .341 1  e.  3ds.  at  10  cts.-    -341  10 
Embankment  2398  c.  yds.  at  12  cts.  281  76 
One  culvert  4  feet  .        .  80-00 


1,203  00 


1,259  75 


702  86 


Mile  30th  to  83d— Total  cost, 


?;331,156  21 


GRADUATION  TABLE- 


Chains. 


Ascend- 
Incr  east. 


Descend- 
ing' cast. 


Chains.  Ascend-  Descend- 
ing' east,  ing-  east 


1 

1 

31 

level. 

2 

211.15 

27.5 

40 

14 

18 

3 

21 

27.5 

41 

61 

2o 

4 

12 

27.5 

42 

207.50 

2?.8 

5 

92 

27.5 

43 

17 

■28 

6 

7 

level. 

44 

85 

'  29  ■ 

7 

89 

27.5 

45 

12 

24 

8 

9 

20 

46 

4 

24  ■ 

9 

48 

24 

47 

9 

24 

10 

534.30 

27.5 

48 

18 

26  - 

11 

12.84 

20 

49 

16 

26.  - 

12 

11 

10 

50 

17 

24-  ' 

13 

9 

24 

51 

80 

27.5 

14 

8 

level. 

52 

119 

28 

15 

7 

24 

53 

31 

24 

16 

4 

16 

54 

13 

level 

17 

9 

24 

55 

45 

24 

18 

27 

16 

56 

8 

26 

19 

14 

27.5 

57 

80  ■ 

28 

20 

15 

level. 

58 

6 

level 

21 

10 

27.5  - 

59 

13 

\  26 

22 

17 

27.5 

60 

17 

'  16 

23 

245 

27.5 

61 

11 

24 

24 

13 

27.5 

62 

4 

level 

25 

160.10 

27.5 

63 

13 

26 

26 

121 

27.5 

64 

14  ■ 

1§ 

27 

12 

level. 

65 

118 

30 

28 

44.60 

27.5 

66 

7 

level. 

29 

666.40 

28 

67 

8 

26 

30 

12 

27.5 

68 

24 

28 

31 

21 

28 

69 

14 

24 

32 

6.12 

29.3 

70 

174- 

.  29.8. 

o  o 
OO 

30 

24.6 

71 

39.02  in.pla. 

4.5p.ch 

34 

30 

24 

72 

12.12 

29 

35 

.  7 

26 

73 

13 

20 

36 

12 

16 

74 

240.73 

1,4 

37 

103.60 

28 

75 

9.17 

28 

38 

19 

26 

I  would  respectfully  sug'g'est  to  the  consideration  of 
the  board,  thfr  propriety  of  separating  the  contracts  for 
road  forming  and  laying  the  rails;  so  that  the  latter  may 
elTibrace  within  the  conti-act  the  broken  stone  and  blocks 
on  wliich  the  rails  are  to  be  jjlaced. 

'i'lie  c,ist  for  grading  and  bridgii\g  upon  the  eastern 
division  of  the  rail-way,  has  been  considerably  inGrease,d 
by  the  expense  incnrred  oil  the  new  line  from  Coatsville 
to  the  summit  in  Thomasfield,  which  is  an-  extent  of 
nearly  18  miles. 

The  impracticability  of  finding  last  year  anv  passage 
by  which  we  could  leave  Chester  valley  from  the  white 
hoi'se  summit,  to  that  on  Mrs.  Grove's  land,  rendered 
it  then  necessary  that  this~  section  should  be  left  operi 
for  future  examinations;  under  such  circumstances  I 
could  therefore  only  give,in  order  to  close  the  estimate,' 
its  iirobable  cost. 

In  tlie  present  location  it  has  been  a  consideration  of 
some  ijnportance  to  diminish  distance;  and  when  the 
amount  of  cost  upon  the  whole  line  to  gain  this  advan- 
tag'e  did  not  extend  to  an  unreasonable  sum,  1  never 
hesitated  to  incur  the  expense. 

The  extent  of  the  located  line  from  Columbia  to  ths 
seven  mile  stone,  which  as  before  observed,  was  file 
point  at  which  the  explorations  of  last  year  terminated, 
is  about  nine  miles  shorter  than  the  explored  line. — 
'I'lie  value  of  this  saving  in  distance,  so  far  as  regards  its 
effect  upon  the  diminution  in  time  of  transportation, 
more  than  compensates  for  the  additional  cost  incuiT  ed 
for  road  fornjing'. 

The  whiile  estiniated  expense  last  year  for  the  railway, 
from  Columbia  to  the  seven  mile  stone,  is  stated  in  the 
report  then  made  at  $1,013, 01^13-100  and  the  esti- 
mate for  one  mile  of  double  way  of  ^>8079,53-100  (ex- 
, elusive  of  road  forming)  acconling  to  the  present  re- 
duced price  of  iron  (the  materials  made  use  of  being 
wo6d,iron-ai.nd  stone,)  is  amply  sufficient  for  that  con- 
struction. 

1  will  now  give  for  the  information  of  the  board,  first, 
a  comparative  statement  of  the  expense  of  the  present 
location,  with  the  explored  line  of  lust  year  as  far  as  the 
seven  mile  stone  where  it  terminated;  and  then  the  ex- 
tension of  the  estimate  to  Vine  street  in  Philadelphia, 
the  materials  for  the  rail  way  being  of  wood,  iron  and 
stone — secontlly,  the  probable  estimate  where  the  con- 
struction i)f  rail-way  is  of  iron  and  stone,  similar  to  the 
ph\n  adopted  in  Great  Britain. 

1st.  Comparative  estimate  to  the  7  mile 
stone.  Common  road  forming  fromCoIum- 
bia  to  the  7  mile  stone.  §388,127  07 

Add  for  superlntcndanc<i  and  other  con- 

t4ng,ences  -    .    -  38,812  70 


Stone  suitable  for  the  construction  of  the  bridges, 
culverts,  &.c.  is  found  generally  either  on  the  line  itself 
from  the  cuttings,  or  its  neighborhood.  The  supply 
from  the  former  being  ascertained  from  such  boi'ings 
as  could  be  effected,  to  be  inadequate  for  our  purpose, 
I  have  therefore  in  the  estimate  for  excavations  chained 
the  same  to  the  full  dcjith  as  conunon  earth,  making  up 
the  dlficiency,  should  rock  be  found,  in  the  estimated 
price  of  that  material  in  the  other  contingegt  parts  ot 
the  rail-way. 


To  73.55  miles  of  rail-way,  the  materials 
being  iron.woOd  and  stone  at  iS8079  53 
,  per  mile  "  . 

To  laying  the  rails  u|)0ii  bridges,  materials 

of  wood  and  iron  ■ 
To  1  slationm-y  steam  engine  at  Columbia 


426,939  77 


594,249  43 

8;906  56 
6,000  00 


-  $1,036,095  76 
To  amount  of  estimate  of  the  explored 

hue  to  .same  poni't  1,013,019  13 


Balance  against  present  location  23,076  63 
Estimate  of  tlie  whole  line  from  CoUimbia 

to  Vine  street  in  Thiladelphia. 

Uoad  lorming  from  Columbia  to  Vine  St.  450,506  71 

Add  for  contingencies  45,050  67 


To  79.42  miles  of  rail-wa)^  the  materials 
being'  iron,  wood  and  stone  at  $8079  53 
per  mile 

To  rails  for  the  bridges,  mat-erials  of  wood 
and  iron 


495,557  38 


641'676  27 


10,066  16 
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Two  steam  eng-ines,  on  Susquehanna  and 

Schuylkill  14,000  00 


Total  amount  of  cost  of  the.  rail-waj'  Sl,161,?99  81 

Probsble  cost  of  rail-way,  where  iron  and  stone  only  are 
used. 

*Ii'on  rails  (malleable)  weig^ht  of  rail  per 

yard.SBlb.  for  double  tracks, 88  tons  per 

mile  delivered  at  65  dollars  per  ton  5,720  00 

For  sidelines  143  00 

Cast  iron  chairs  18,267  tons  at  §45  50  per 

ton  831  14 

Iron  pins  to  fix  rails  to  chairs  ,36  00 


Add  duty  to  U.  S.  at-25  pei-.  cent  ad  val. 


£'6,730  14 
1,682  53 


,  •         _  '        -.8,412  67 

Broken  stone  for  paving-  horse  path  and  em^ 
bedding  the  block  -on  whieli  rails  are 
placed  -  969  92 

Blocks  of  stojie  and  placing-  them,  fixing- 

rails,  &c.     .    .  '1,834  73 


Add  for  conting-enciej! 


2^804  65 
280  46 


3:085  11 


Total  cost  for  a  mile  of  rail-way  11, -49 7  78 
To  79.42  miles  of  rail  way  at  $11,497  78  per 

mile  '      913,143  68 

To  amount  of  bridges,  using  wooden  rails 

plated  with  iron  t    ~  '    10,066  16 

To  grading-  and  bridging  the  rpadf  495,557  38 

For  two  steam  engines  ,       .     "14,000  00 


Total  cost  from  Columbia' to  Philadelphia  1,432,767  22 
Cost  of  road  as  above,  .using  wood,  iron  and 

stone  •        '  lil61,299  81 


Difference  between  the  two  methods        $271,467  41 

But  should  the  duty  on  iron  forriiif-waysbe  remitted 
by  the  government  the  difference  .would  beonlj  SI37, 
841  88  neither  of  which  in  so  great  an  undertaking, 
ought  to  be  considered  when  the  comparison  is  made 
between  perishable  and-  impej-ishable  materials... 

In  approaching  so  lai-ge  a  city  as  Philadelphia  \vith,a 
rail-way, itis  important  that  fromsome  point  in  its  neigh- 
borhood branch  lines  shotdd  be  constructed,  in  order  to 
accommodate  the  various  commercial  interests  of  that 
community,  and  to  extend  the  whole  benefits  of  such  a 
line  of  communication  with  the  interior,  not  only  to  the 
streets  of  a  city,  but  also  to  the  shippings  = 

Under  such  a  view  of  the  beneficial  effect  TC  might 
have  in  and  ai-ound  Philadelphia,  1  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  tq  the  board,  that  from  the  termination, 
of  the  inclined  plane,  east  of  the  residence  of  the  late 
Judge  Peters,  a  branch  of  the  rail-way  should  be  extend- 
ed along  the  margin  of  Schuylliill  river,  terminating- at  a 
suitable  place  of  deposit  near  the  (ide  water,  a.nd  oppo- 
site the  city  of  Philadelphia.  '      '     _  - 

*  The  wei^t  of  28  lb.  per  lineal  yard  for  the  malle- 
able iron  rail  enables  it  to  sustain  the  pressure  of  the  lo- 
comotive steam  engine,  and  still  retain  its  original  form 
without  a  permanent  deflexion.  Should  horse  power 
be  considered  as  best  adapted  for  propelling  the  railway 
carriages  in  this  country,  a  reduction  of  two  or  three 
pounds  in  the  weight  of  the  rail  as  estimated,  may  he 
safely  made. 

f  Should  the  plan  offoi-ming  the  rail--way  with  iron 
and  st^)ne  be  adopted,  this  item  may  be  reduced  one 
twelfth  as  the  space  required  in  the, cuttings  for  the  oth- 
er method  may  be  diminished  about  four  feet. 
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In  concluding  this  report  upon  the  location  and  esti" 
mate  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail-way,  I  beg  leave  to  ex- 
press-the  fi-iendly  disposition  and  assistance  given  me  in 
promoting  the  object  of  the  surye}^,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Columbia,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  select  and 
commonxouncils  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,and  its  citizens 
g-enerally,  also  the  committees  of  vario\is  sections  of 
Chester  county,  and  of  Philadelphia.  I  am  likewise  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Scott,fhe  principal  assistant  engineer,  for 
his  services  in  the  field,  ;and  great  accuracy  in  the  deli- 
neations explanatory  of  this  report,  asvi^ell  as  to  each  of 
the  individuals  composing  the  locating-  aikl  exploring- 
corps,  for  ability,  zeal  and  correct  deportment. 
All  -whicli  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  WILSON, 
Philadelphia',  Bee,  1st,  1828.  Engineer. 

On  the  29fh  ult,  the  .city  of  Lancaster  was  thronged 
with  gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  state,  and  some 
from  adjoining  states,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  propo- 
sals for  excavating-  and  grading  the  road,  building  of 
bridges,  culverts,  he-  on  the  EaU  road.  We  under- 
stand there  were  about  300  applicants;  and  are  happy 
to  state,  that  the  terms  on  which  contracts  are  taken,  are 
within  the  estimate  of  the  Kngineer.  The  follow- 
ing is  the 

ALLOTMENT   OF  WORK   ON  THE  PENNSYL- 
;  .     VANIA  RAILWAY. 

Lancaster,  January  29,  1829. 
Sections  No .  1 ,  2,  3,  Martin,.  Lloyd  &  Co.  r 
4,  Cornwell  &,  Huston  Co. 
-  -    .  5,  6,  Blattenberger  &  Balslev,  ■ 

;         -       7,  C.  &  H.BIanchard,  "  .;■ 

i---   '  ■/'        8,  9,  Micliael  Seitz, 

10,  John  Snyder  &,  Co,     ,       :    ,  " 

11,  Tliomas  Lynch, 

12,  J.  Stambaugh, 

■  -  13,  George  B.  Porter, 

14,  C.  &  H.  Blanchard,  -     ■  .' 

■  ■      .  .    _  15,  J.  C.  Lessig  &  Co. 

16,  J^imes  Smith,  -  , 

.     ■     ,       17,  18-,  James  Gray, 

'j^:  19,  20,  Porter  and  Boyd,  v       ,•  ' 

.  -     60,  James  Smith,  j  ^.  - 

61,  J.  ,C.  Lessig  &  Co.  ..  ; 

.  :.  /;  62,  John  Snyder  ■&  Co.  ..  . 

'■'c^'ir-     63,  64,  Barker  &  Co,    .   .  ;  s..    ;    ;   :  ^' ' 
,- -      J    65,  66,  A.  K.  Finley,         "     '   .        .  ' 
,  :  67,- Dodge  &  Carncross, 

,  '.       68,  69,  C.  Cook  &Co.      '  " 

70,  M'Clean  &  Fllnn,        .    ■    .    ,\  ■ 
\, "71,  Siegfried  &  Co.  ^  v  , 

72,  Ezry  &  Jones,       ,,         .  „  1' 

73,  74,  J.  R.  Scott,. ,  ^        .  /1..V 

75,  Siegfried  &  Co.  .  . 

76,  Bevans,  Scott  &  Co._       ■         '  f: 

77,  J.  M'Kinney  &  Co, 

78,  79,  M'Clellan  &  Blackstock. 
'  BRIDGES. 

N0S..2,  3,  4,  5,.  6,  7,  8,  9;  la,  11,  13,  14,  -17,  R.  W. 

Huston,  Cornwell  &  Co.  , 
No.  12,  (.Little  Conestogo,)  Moore  &  Green.  ; 
No.  15,  (Big  Conestogo,)  Campbell  &  Tow.n. 
Nos.  16,  55,  58,  59,  Schuyler  &  Co.  . 
No.  56,  Benjamin  Smith  &  Co.  ■ 
>7o.  57 j  Ingrahem  &  Co. 

CULVERTS. 
On  Sections  10,  15,  19,  20,  62,  John  Snyder  &  Co. 

60,  65,  70,  77,  Cook,  Delano  &.  Co. 
67,  Dodge  &  Carncross, 
.    71,  Siegfried  &  Co. 

72,  Ezi-v  &  Jones, 

73,  78,  Scott  &  Bevans.  ■ 
"WILLIAM  WILSON,  Superhitendant. 
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WARREN  COUNTY. 


AXNAI^S  OF  FAlfPEaiSM. 

TABI.K — Showing"  the  number  of  pei-sous  admitted  in- 
to the  medical  wards  of  tlie  Infirmary  of  the  xVhjis- 
Ilouse  ofthe  City  and  County  of  I'liiladcdphia,  and 
tlie  number  of  deaths,  between  tlie  third  of  JJecember 
1827,  and  the  first  of  December,  1828. 


Dates  of  ad- 
mission. 


Men's  Medi- 
cal Wards. 


1827,  Dec.  3 
to  1828  Jan.  7 
to  Feby.  4 
March  3 
April 
May 
June 
July 

Anpfust  -I 
Septem.  l] 
October  6 
Novem.  3 
Decern.  1 


149t 

96 

60 

71 

46 

76 

64 

62 
100 
177 
145 
116 


Totals.....!  1162  126 


17 
11 

9 
12 

9 

8 
12 

8 
10 
13 

7 
10 


Women's  nie- 

(llC£ll 

vvai  ds. 

Cells.* 

s-  2^ 

O 

b 

o 

n 

-■  5 

p 

f 

(J  X 

y 

C/l 

149i 



13 

2411 

1 

46 

9 

22 

1 

61 

3 

26  ' 

2 

•  47 

10 

27 

2 

55 

4 

JO 

1 

■  46 

9 

30  : 

2' 

45 

10 

24 

5 

47 

6 

31 

U 

64 

10 

19- 

4 

114 

10 

57 

6 

88 

6 

24 

6 

■  79 

11 

32 

3 

841  - 

101 

349 

44 

Remaining'  Dec.  1.  1828 — in  men's  medical  wards  54. 

In  women's  mecical  wards  79-    In  the  cells  1-1. 
Rp.cAPiTci.iTio  >r. 

Treated  in  men's  medical  wards  -  -  .  1162 
Deaths  -  -  -  -  -  '  •  126 
i'er  centag-e  10.34 

Treated  in  women's  medical  w  ards         -  841 
Deaths        -        -        -        -        -        -  101 

J\  r  centag-e        -       -       -       -       -  12. 

■J'roated  in  cells      -  '     -       -  -    '  359 

Deaths        -       -       -       -       -       -  44 

Per  centag-e  '     -       -  -        -         12  6 

Whole  nuriilJer  of  patients  treated   -       -  23-52' 
Deaths         -        -        -        -        -        -  271 

Per  centag-e        -       -       -   -    -       -  11.47 

*  Most  of  the  patients  in  the  cells  are  admitted  for 
mania-a-potu. 

I  This-nnmber  includes  88  in  the  wards  Dec.  3.  1827. 
t  This  number  includes  56  in  the  wards  Dec  3.  1827. 

II  This  nunil)er  includes  8  in  the  cells  Dec.  3.  1827. 

.  Jlmer.  Journal  of  the  Med.  Sciences, 

appended  to  Jackson's  Clinical  Report. 

WAllllEiV  COUNTY    ■  -  " 

Ts  bounded  north  by  the  State  of  New  Yort,  (Cliau- 
tauque  co. )  on  the  east  by  M'Kcan,  on  the  south  by  Jef- 
ferson and  Venango,  and  on  the  west  by  (Jrawford  and 
Erie  comities.  It  is  an  oblong  srpiare  32  miles  long, 
(east  and  west,)  antl  26  miles  broad.  It  contains  83'2 
stpiare  miles,  equal  to  532,480  acres  It  is  divided  into 
twelve  townliips,  eight  of  which  fie  north  and  west  of 
the  .VUegheny,  are  organized  and  each  composes  an  e- 
lection  district.  The  olher'four  lie  soutkeast  ofthe  Al- 
legheny, and  are  not  organized.  Its  present  population 
is  about  4000.  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  an  accurate 
idea  of  the  face  of  the  coinniy,  soil-,  &.c.  in  g-eneral 
terms.  The  lands  on  the  St.-tte  line  and  froiTi  six  to  ciHit 
miles  south,  comprising  the  first  rang-e  of-townships,'are 
generally  of  good  quality,  and  ,«  ill  admit  of  dense' set- 
tlements.  It  is  moderately  undulating,  but  not  hilly  — 
In  this  rmge  containing  say  150,000  acres,  there  are 
scarcely  a  hundred  acres  hut  what  would  make  a  tolera- 
ble good  farm.  Thoy  arc  usually  rated  second-rate 
lantl.  'I'he  rivf-r  and  creek  bottoms  being  first.  The 
timbrr  is  principi.lly  sugar-maple  and  beech,  intersiiers- 
ed  with  oak,  chesnut,  linn-wood,  cucumber,  clieri-y 


whjt£-wood  and  occasionally  extensive  groves  of  pine, 
particularly  on  and  near  the  streams.  The  land  in  the 
next  tier  of  townships,  lying  between  the  above  men- 
tioned and  the  Allegheu}'' river  is  more  various.  A  part 
of  it,  particid^rly  that  lying  between  the  Conewango 
and  Brokensiraw  creeks,  will  answer  the  description  a- 
bove  given,  excepting  that  lying  on  and  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  the  river  hill.  This  is  timbered  with 
oak,  chesnut,  pine,  &c.  It  is  estimated  better  for  wheaS 
than  the  beech  and  maple  land.  The  land  between  the 
two  big  Brockenstraw  for  several  miles  in  this  r:tnge  is 
stony  and  broken  indeed.  A  land  speculator  from  "the 
land,  of  steady  habits"  once  ti'avelling  orer  it  where 
"stones  peep  o'er  stones,  and  rock  on  rocks  arise,"  re- 
marked: "That  it  would  never  be  settled,  till  it  was&d- 
tkd  by  an  carthqiialte."  West  of  this,  and  between  it 
and  Crawford  and  Venango  county  line  there  is  a  lai-ge 
body  of  good  arable  land. 

The  land  of  tlie  river  bottoms  is  considered  first-rate. 
Of  this,  including  the  second  bottom,  there  is,  say  from 
40  to  50,000  acres  in  the  county,  besides  that  on  the 
creek  bottoms,  wliich  is  but  little  inferior  in  quality.  It 
produces  when  properly  cultivated,  50  bushels  of  corn 
peraci-c;60  and  70  have  frequently  been  raised,  and 
other  gT.-^in  in  proportion,  excepting  wheat,  which 
grows  too  tank.  Twenty  bushels  of  wheat  and  thirty  of 
corn  is  about  an  average  crop  on  the  uplands. 

The  country  South  East  of  the  Allegheny,  until  with 
in  a  year  or  two  past;  was  but  little  known  or  explored. 
It  was  altogether  uninhabited,  andas  was  supposed,  un- 
inhabitable. The  land  has  been  principally  sold  for 
taxes,  and  bidofl-"by  the  County  Commissioners.  The 
time  of  redemption  having-  expired,  they  have  witliin 
the  last  two  years  made;  extensive  sales.  Some  ofthe 
purchasers  have  moved  on  the  land,  andcommenced  im- 
provements. Several  more  are  coming  on  in  the  spi-ing-, 
and  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  that  part  of  the  county 
settling.  The  land  generally  is  found  to  be  much  bet- 
ter than  was  expected.  It  is  heavily  timbered,  with  all 
the  varieties  that  are  foimd  in  other  parts  of  tl)e  county. 
There  is  no  country  in  the  world  of  the  same  extent, 
more  abnndantl}'  supplied  with  streams  of  excellent  wa- 
ter, and  mill  pi-ivlleges.  The  Allegheny  enters  a,t  the 
northeast  corner  ofthe  comity,  and  passes  out  near  the 
snut.h  west.  Running  witli  its  meanderings,  not  less 
than  50  miles  in  the  county.  It  is  on  an  average  about 
25  rods  wide.  A  description  of.this  strearn  was  correct- 
ly given  by  Judge  Geddes  in  his  report  to  the  Canal 
Commissioners  last  winter.  It  consists  of  extensive  sheets 
of  deacT  water  and  short  rippJes.  The  fall  in  several  of 
these  I'ipplcs  was  taken  by  Mr.  Whipijo,  a;ndfo'c!nd  tt;; 
average  about  two  feet  each.  In  a  low  .stage,  the  vi  ater 
over  tTiese  lipples  is  not  more  than  one  luid  one  and  a 
half  feet  deep,  while  in  the  dead  water  it  is  from  six  to 
twelve  feet  deep.  There  are  five  double  Saw-mills  car- 
ried by  water  from  the-main  .stream  between  this  place 
and  the  Slate  line 

'I'lie  Gonewang-o  creek  enter.s  the  county  12  miles 
north  of,- and  empties  into  the  Allegheny  at  Warren,— 
This  is  afso'a  larg-e  and  navigable  .stream. -  From  Rus- 
sell's mills,  (five  miles,)  to  tlie  New  York  state  line,  it 
■  is  a  deep,  slugg-ish  streamj  and  will  admit  of  steam-boat 
navigation  the  whole  year  when  not  fi'-ozen.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  it  for  30  miles  above.  "From  Russell's 
Mills  to  AVairen,  (seven  mlles^)  it  is  more  rapid.  The 
fail  in  this  distance,  agreeably  to  a  level  taken  by  Mr. 
'Whip.po  is  sixty  feet.  ;  J^oaded  keel  boats,  &.c.  ascend 
in  a  g-ood  stage  of  water,  M'ithout  difliculty.  There 
.ire  four  double  and  two  single  Saw-mills  on  these  rapids. 
The  Brokcnstraw  creek  is  next  in  size  and  importance. 
It  rises  in  tlie  State  of  N.York,  enters  near  the  north  west 
corner  of  the  county,  runs  a  southerly  direction  about 
25  miles,  and  empties  into  the  Allegheny  seven  niiles 
below  Warren.  Nine  miles  from  its  mouth  it  receives 
tile  waters  ofthe  Little  Brokenstraw,  another  excellent 
stream  for  niills.  The  limibcring  business  is  carried  on 
extensively  upontliese  streams.  "There  are  30  Saw-inills 
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in  operation  on  them.  The  Tionesta  creek  is  also  A 
stream  of  consequence.  It  rises  south  the  Alleg-heny, 
in  this  and  M'Kean  counties,  runs  first  an  easterly  and 
then  SGiith  westerlj'  course,  and  unites  witli  the  Alleg'hc- 
ny  30  miles  feeiow  AVarren.  It  is  the  most  serpentfne 
stream  of  any  in  the  county,  and  less  interrujited  by  rip- 
ples. It  is  a  remarkably  smooth,  g-en tie  stream,  and 
navigable  for  canoes  of  three  tons,  for  forty  miles  from 
its  month.  Oiie  double  and  one  single  Saw-mill  have 
been  lately  erected  on  it.  Besides  the  above,  there  are 
several  others  sufficiently  large  for  hydraulic  purposes. 
Among  these  are  the  Kinzua,  Stillwater,  Tidionte,  Cof- 
fee, and  Fairbank  creeks,  Jackson's,  Alkley's,  Valen- 
tine's, Morrison's  runs,  &c.  all  of  which  have  mills  on 
them.  There  are  four  considerable  villages  in  the  coun- 
ty, viz;  AV'arren,  Young-sville,  Sugar-grove,  arid  Pine- 
g'rove.  -  ' 

"VVAllREN,  the  county  seat,  js  situated'  on  a  level 
plain  of  about  300  acres,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  AHe- 
gliem^,  and  west  of  the  Conewang-o  .creek,  at  tlie  junc- 
tion of  those  streams.     The  town  is  principally  built  on 
the  rive".    The  bank  is  about  forty  -feet  high,  and  com- 
mands a  fine  view  of  the  river  above  and  below.     ft  is 
acknowledg'ed  on  ail  hands  to  be  one  of  the  most  elig-ible 
and  handsome  situations  for  a  town  on  the  I'iver.   It  was 
Jaid  out  by  the  authorit;,'  of  the  state,  and  the  lots  sold  by 
a  Commissioner  appointed  for  that  purpose.-   The  town 
plot  consists  of  .500  lots,  ope-third  of  an  ;tcre  each,  laid 
out  into  blocks  of  sixteen  lots  each.  ,  The  streets  run 
on  everj'side  of  these  blocks  and  cross  at  rig-h  t  ang-les. 
The  principal  streets  are  one  hundred  feet  wide,  the 
others  sixty.     Near  the  centre  of  the  plot  and  "at  the 
crossing-  of  two  100  feet  streets,  four  lots  of  an  ac^re  each, 
are  left  for  the  public  buildings.  This  is  called  the  Dia- 
mond.   The  only  public  buildings  we  can- boast  of  are 
a  brick  Court  House,  and  public  offices  of  .stone,  fire 
proof.    The  Court  House  is  Hot  larg-e,  but  neat  and 
conveEient,  substantially  built  and  well  finished,  with  a 
well  toned  beli  in  it,  weighing  with  the  yoke  362  lbs. — 
"\Ve  have  a  Jail  also,  though  it  has  once  or  twice  Jbeen 
mistaken  for  a  Tuj-A-C!/-/)?)?.     Our  village  conta'iis '  fiftj' 
dwelling-houses,  mostly  frame,  two  stories  high,  finish- 
ed and  painted  white,  and  tenanted.    Five  stores,  (well 
filled)  three  taverns,  two  tanneries,  two  blacksmith 
shops,  five  shoe-makers,  one  .saddler  and  harness-maker, 
two  chair-makers,  and  a  wheel- w right,  one  cabinet-ma- 
ker,.two  carpenters  and  joiners,  one  hatter,  one  wa- 
gon-maker, six  lawyers,  two  doctors,  one  baker,  two  ma- 
sons, six_/rfe-masons,  two  saw-mills,  and  a  grist-mill. 
dJ'Wanted'a  good  Clothier,  Carding  Machine,  and  Sil- 
versmith. '  . 

3^;«i;^sw7fe  is  situated ,  on  each  side  of  the  Big  Bro^ 
tenstraw  creek,  three  miles  from  its  , mouth.  It  con- 
tains about  twenty  dwelling  houses,  three  stores,  two 
taverns,  and  the'necessary  mechanics  in  a  conntiy  vil- 
lage, and  a  commodious  Methodist  meeting-house. — 
-Sorne  of  the  largest  and  best  cultivated  farms  in  the 
"county,  lay  i)i  the  neighborhood  of  this  villag-e. 

Sugar-Grove  is  situated  in  the, township  of  that  name, 
on  the  Stillwater  creek,  one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the 
New  York  state  line.  It  contains  about  sixteen  dwelling 
housesj  one  store.twd  taver"s,  sunchy  mechanics,  a  saw 
and  grist  mill.  It  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  surrounded 
with  groves  of  sugar  maple — hence  the  nanie. 

Pine-Grove  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Coae- 
wango,  seven  miles  above  Warren  at  the  head  of  the  ra- 
pids. It  is  compactly  built,  containing  fifteen  dwelling 
houses,  a  store,  three  taverns,  and  several  mechanics. — 
Russell's  mills  are  situated  at  this  place,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  water  privileges  in  the  county.  The  extent  of 
dead  water  above  gives  it  a  decided  advantage  over 
most  other  situations.  Three  saw-mills  and  agnst-mill, 
besides  other  works,  are  in  operation  here,  an  abui'idance 
of  water  to  drive  them  the  most  of  the  year.  Three- 
fotu-ths  of  a  mile  below,  there  is  another  mill  with  a  gang 
of  saws,  and  a  single,  saw.  Establishments  like  the  a- 
bove  might  be  erected  on  each  mile  between  Pine 
tiro\  e  and  Warren. 


Two  more  villages  have.b'een  laid  out  in  the  county, 
viz:  Lottsvllle,  on  the  Little  Brokenstraw,  in  Sugar 
Grove,  and  Fayette,  cn  a  branch  of  the  Big  Broken- 
straw,  in  Cohin'rbus  to'wnship.  At  both  of  these  places 
there  are  good  water  privileges,  particularly  at  the  lat- 
ter,- and  mills  built.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  a  flouri.'hing 
settlement,  and  pi-gmises  to  become  a  flourishing- little 
village.  At  each  of  the  above  vill.iges  there  isapost- 
office,alsoat  Deerfield,  Kanzua,  Spring-valley  &  Irvine. 

AVe  have  thus,  as  briefly  and  accurately  as  possible, 
given  a  description  of  Warren  county,  it  is  more  minute 
than  we'intended  wlien  we  commenced.  Vv'e  intend, 
as  Soon  asthe  necessary  information  can  be  collected,  to 
give  a  histoiy  of  the  county  from  its  first  settlement.  In 
doing-  this,  the  land  titles,  the  management  of  the  Hol- 
land land  company'and  their  ag'cnts,  will  form  an  im- 
portant item.  ■  \\<i  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  there 
ai-e  -g-reat  inducements  for  g-Ood  farmej-s  to  come  and  set- 
tle here.  The  lumber  busiiTess  eng-ag-es  the  attention 
of  too  many- of  our  citizens,  so  that  farming  is  neglect- 
ed— provisions  are  consequently  hig-h,  and  cominand 
cash.  Large  quantities  are  annually  brought  froji  the 
neighboring  counties  and  Pittsburgh.  Thirty  thousand 
pounds  of  pork  have  been  bi-ought  to  Warren  this  win- 
ter, fi-om  Ohio  and  Ne  w-York,  for  the  supply  of  the  in- 
habitants and  raftsmen,  and  as  much  more  will  probably 
be  wanted.  • . 

Seventj'  thousand  acres  of  as  g-ood  upland  as  there  is 
in  the  county,  lying  from  four  to  eig'Iit  miles  from  War- 
ren, can  be  bought-  ui  quantities  to  suit  purch:isers,  at 
one  dollar  aud  a  half  per  acre,  and  a  perfectly  secure  ti- 
tle had.    -,  -   ;     .         •      •  .•     •      Wmren  Gaz. 


^  -["'r    ■■■  ATHENiEUM. 
At  an  annual  meeting-  of  the  stockholders  of  the  A- 
tlienteum  of  Philadelphia,  held  at  the  rooms  on  Monday 
the  2d  of  February,  1829, 

NirHOL.is  BiDDLE,  Esq.  was  appointed  Chairman, 
and  James  Dcndas,  Secretar}'. 

Samuel  Noi-ris,  Esq.  on  behalf  of  the  Directors,  sub- 
mitted their  annual  Repoit  to  the  stockholders,  which 
was  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  published. 

The  Treastjrei-'B  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  the' stock  account 'were  read  and  ordered  to 
be  laid  on,  the  table  for  the  inspection  of  the  stockhold- 
ers. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Direc^ 
tors  for  the  ensuiiigyear,. 

The-  tellei-i  reported  that  the  following  named  gentle-  ■ 
men  were  duly  elected:— 

Roberts  Vai|\',  Thomas  I.  Wharton,  Georg-e  Vaux, 
William  Smith,  J;icob  Gratz,  William  Lehman,  Quintin 
Campbell,  John  A'atighan,  Clement  G.  Biddle,  Peter  S. 
Duponceau,  Edward  I ng-ersoll,  John  M.  Scott,  James  S. 
Smith,  Samuel  Norris,  George  W.  Smith. 

'n.  BIDDLE,  Chairman. 
James  Uuxb.^s,  Sccretai-y. 

Funrteenili  .'Inniial licjjnrf. — The  Directors  of  the  A- 
thenseum  in  oliedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  charter 
submit  to  the  stockholders  a  view  of  the  finances  of  the  ■ 
institution  for  the  past  \  car. 

From  the  Treasurer's  .accounts  herewith  submitted, 
it  appears,  that  he  has  received  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand and  one  dollars  and  forty-one  cents,  viz: 
Subscriptions  fr()m~6  new  stockholders  at 
§25. each. 

Annual  payments  from  362  stockholders. 
Nine  origin;d  sub-cribers  at  5  dollars, 
Nin'ety-four  subi.criliers. 
Eleven  transfers  at  50-100         .  - 
Interest  on  stock. 

Cash  refunded,  -  ^  "  ,. 


fl50 
154-4 
45 
638 
5 

561 


CO 
00 
00 
00 
50 
76 


57  15 


§3,001  41 


Total  receipts. 
And  that  the  expenses  for  the  last  year  amount  to 
twentv  three  hundrc-dSt  fifteen  dollars  and  one  cent,  viz: 
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[FUDEUATIT 


Ful-  Books, foreign  and  domestic  Jonvnals 

and  Bindings  -  - 

Nevvspapei-s,  -       -  -  -  ' 

Postag-e,  .     -         .'    ■  .  - 

Rent,  -        .  -       .  -  '     ,-  ■ 

Wood  and  coal,  -  ,        -  "  . 

Oil  and  candles,  -  .  -  .  -  -  _ 
Salary  of  Librarian, 

Committee  of  do.  for  collections,       .  .- 
Carpenter's  work,  lamp  and  stove. 
Incidental  expenses,  stationary,  &c. 


■5333  57 
283  88  I 
104  60 
484  72 

78  25 
159  90 
600  00 
119  12 

36  93 
111  04 

2,315  01 


CR. 

Capital  Stock,-.      -          -    -      -  $2,500,000  00 

Notes  in  circulation,           -      .     -  1,052,426  39 

Unclaimed  Dividends,  -  '  -  ■  14,419  00 
Due  to  Cornmonwealtli  of  Pennsjdvania,      299,299  93 

Dae  to  Banks  in  Philadelphia,       -  -       22,023  18 

Do.  sundry  other  Banks,              -  t  610,12149 

Contingent  Fund,        -          ;  -  ,      200,000  00 

Discounts  received,          -     .,  •  -•  15,336  78 

Profit  and  Loss,           -  ■    "  -.-  -  ■      141,894  18 

Individual  Depositors,        ,  -  -    ,  1,085,629  66 


Total  expenses,: 
Leaving  a  surplus  of  six  hundred  and  eig-hty-six  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents,  in  which  are  included  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  the  amount  received  for  six  shares  of 
stock  sold,  and  belong-ing  to  the  stock  fund. 

It  will  also  a|)pear  that' the  loan  to  the  general  fund  has 
been  diminished  kit  year  three  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars,  thirty-three  cents,  and  tliat  the  stock  fimd  in  the 
same  time  has  increased  four  hundred  and  eighty-tw-o 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

The  amount  invested  on  the  26tli  Jan. 

1828,  was  .       -  -  -  §8,413  30 

And  on  the  24th  Jan.  1829,  -  8,995  45 

There  have  been  placed  on  the  shelves  of  the  library 
in  the  same  time,  about  200  volumes  of  the  current  ht- 
erature  of  the  day;  and  the  number  of  .strangers-  who 
have  been  introduced  to  the  rotims  exceeds'  one  thou- 
sand. " 

From  the  preceding  view  the  Directors-  have  reason 
to  congratulate  the  stockholders  upon  the  increase  of 
the  fund.s  of  the  institution;  and  they  cherish  a  hope 
that  efforts  will  not  be  wanting  to  add  :  to  the  means, 
which  shall  enable  those  who  may  hereafter  be  intrust- 
ed with  the  conduct  of  its  affairs,  to  erect  when  it  shall 
be  found  necessary,  a  suitable  building  for  the  accom 
modatlon  of  the  Athena-um. 

Samuei,  Noukis, 
Roberts  Vaut 


-  Total,  .      -  -  -        -       $5,941,150  61 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Alexander 
Flmshe,  Esq.  .seconded  by  George  W.  Morgan,  Esq. 
was  unanimously  adopted, 

''Whereas-,  the  statements  presented  to  this  meeting, 
hy  the  President-and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, exhibit  the  situation  of  the-  Bank  to  be  highly- 
prosperous,  and  evince  that  its  affairs  have  been  judi- 
ciously conducted — thereforej 

'Eesolmd,  by  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presen 
-ted  to  thePresident  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  their  judicious  management  of  its  concerns, 
together  with  an  "assurance  of  the  undiminished  confi- 
dence of  this  meeting  in  the  fidelity  of  the  Board,  and 
of  the  Officers  of  ihe'jnstitution."  Signed, 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  Chairmaij.  - 
CuAiiiES  H.  Baker,  Secretary. 
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Corrimittee. 


"BANK  OF  PENN.SYIjVANIA.-' 
At  the  annual  meetmg  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  convened  agreeably  to  public  no 
tice,  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1829,  \ 
ROBERT  RALSTON,  Esq.  was  appointed  Chairman,  & 
(!uAULES  H.  Bakeh,  Secretary. 

The  President  subiTiitted  to  tlve  rnSeting  the  state- 
ments required  by  the  14th  article  of  the  7th  section  of 
the  charter,  which,  being  read  by  the  chairman,  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  present  situation  of  the  bank 
SVas  ordered  to  be  published. 

State  (if  the  Bank  of  Pemmjlmnia,  Monday  morning, 
Fchriiary  2,1829... 


Bills  discounted. 


DR. 


?52,649,885  68 


5  percent,  stock  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania, 

Special  loan  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,         -  ... 

Loan  toXJuion  Canul  Comp^my, 

Do.  to  Schuylkill  Navigation  do.  - 

Do.  to  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  do. 

Turnpike  and  Conestogo  Navigation  Com- 
pany stuck. 

Real  estate,         -  -  - " 

Expenses,  -  -  .  . 

Due  by  the  banks  in  Philadelphia, 

Due  by  sundry  other  banks, 

Drafts  on  treasurer  Unavd  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners, -  - 

Notes  of  sundry  banks, 

■Specie,      •     -  -  -       -  - 

Total,  -  -  ■      .       §5,941,150  61 


1,759,546-97 

646  04 
■50,000  00 
40,000  00 
10,000  00 

'  8,557  50 
292,398  13 
5,823  37 
175,386  91 
154,814  72 

37,000  00 
398,367  04 
358,724  25 


INDIGENT  WIDOWS'  AND  SINGX,E  WOMEN'S 

■   '  SOCIETY.- 
At  the  annual  meeting-  of  the  Indigent  Widows'  and 
Single  Women's  Society,  held  at  the  session  room  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church,  on  Thursday,  the  8th 
of  January, -1829,  the  following  Report  was  read: — 
The  recurrence  of  the  anniversary  of  the  "Indigent 
Wido-vys'  and  Single  Women's  Society,"  makes  it  the 
duty  of  tJie  Managers  to  acquaint  its  friends  and  patrons 
with  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  iiistitution  with 
which  they  are  connected,  and  the  transactions  of  the 
past  year. 

-  The  statement  they  have  to  offer  will  of  necessity  be 
very  brief — there  can  be  -  little  variety  in  the  general 
operations  pT  sucli  a  society  fi-om  year  to  year.  Were 
they  indeed  permitted  to  enter  into  detail,  and  record 
the  history  of  those  whom  the  painful  vicissitudes  of  life 
have  co-i-npelledj  af  its  close;  to  seek  the  sheltev  which 
has  been  benevolently  provided  for  them,  there  would 
be  much  to  awaken  a  melancholy  interest,  and  much  to 
gratify  the  feelings  of  those  \yho  have  been  instrumen- 
tal in  alleviating  some  of  Ih-e  heaviest  afffictions  huma- 
nity can  be  called  to  sustain.  IBut  sorrow_,is  of  a  sacred 
character,  and  it  is  the  duty  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent 
such  an  ag-gravation  <jf  suffering  as  might  be  occasioned 
by  any  unnecessary  disclosure.- 

It  is  hoped  the  long  tried  usefulness  of  the  institu- 
tion, has  secured  to'it  many  friends;  it  will  therefore 
only  be  reqtiisite  to  recall  it  to  the  remembrance  of  its 
benefactors,  by  whom  it  Jias  been  so  long  and  liberally 
supported;  and  as  the  establishment  is  open  to  public 
inspection,  and  the  visits  of  all  ear.nestly  solicited,  it  is 
believed  the  general  appearance  of  the  Asylum,  the 
neatness,  good  order,  and  comfort  which  prevail  within 
its  walls,  will  obtain  the  approbation  of  benevolent  vi- 
siters, and  excite  their,  kind  interest  in  the  helpless  class 
of  sufferers-to  whose  wants  this  society  is  intended  to 
minister. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  past  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  numerous  and  Interesting  applications 
made  for  admission  into  the  asylurn,  the  managers  were 
induced  to  increase  the  number  of  its  inmates.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  forty  seven  beneficiaries 
have  been  suppovte-d  in  the  institution.  But  where  the 
pressure  of  age,  infirrnity  and  disease  are  united,  any. 
I  home  that  may  be  offered  can  be  -but  temporary:  this 
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has  been  painfully  experienced  at  the  asj'lum,  in  tlie;  re- 
cent death  of  six  of  this  aged  family,  in  tapid.  succes- 
sion. The  loss  of  so  man}'  of  the  friends  with  whom 
they  have  been  intimately  associated,  appears  to  have 
indiice'd  a  solemnity  of  feeling'  amon;^  those  who  re- 
main; and  as  one  and  another  have  been  taken  from 
their  number,  they  have  generally  received  it  as  an  ad- 
monition addressed  to  them  as  individuals — "be  ye  also 
ready."  To  supply  the  unusual  number  of  vacancies 
which  have  occiu-red,  there  have  been  several  admis- 
sions, making  the  present  number  of  inmates  forty  fotu-. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  managers  to  continue  tO- receive 
into  the  famil)'  those  applicants  who'se  necessities  claun 
their  immediate  attention, .otherwise  it  would  be  the  .dic- 
tate of  prudence  not  to  add  to  th«ir  numbers  while  the 
means_of  support  appear  to  be  precarious. 

With  respect  to  the  funds  of  the  Societyj  the  Mana- 
gers hav6  as  usual,  at  the-  close  of  the  year,  encounter- 
ed some  degree  of  pecuniary  embarrassment,  but  they 
trust  discourag'ements  of  this  nature  may  prove  saluta- 
ry, by  keeping  in  remembrance  their  entire  depend- 
ence on  that  gracious  Being  who  has  styled  himself  the 
God  of  the  widow,  by  whose  benign  .providence  this 
asylum  has  been  provided,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  and 
will  be  sustained,  whether.it  may  be  his  will  to  appro- 
priate to  its  inmates  their  bread  from  day  to  da}',  or. 
whether  It  may  please  him  to  cause  their  cup  of  bless- 
ing to  overflow. 

During  the  year,  the'  society  has  been  benevolently 
and  liberally  remembered  in  the.wiH  of  the  late  .Mr. 
John  Grandom.    A  munificent  bequest  of  5000  dqllare 
has  bee^  made  by  that  gentletnan,  and  the.managers  de- 
sire to  record,  witli  gratitude,  this  distinguished  instafic'e 
of  his  bounty,  which  will  ever  place  him  among-  the 
most  eminent  benefactors  of  the  -  institution.  They 
■  would  at  the  same  time  express  their  obligations  to  1iis 
executors  for  the  promptness  with  whlch-the  payment 
was  made,  with  kind  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
society.    Nor  would  they  omit  to  render  their  unfeign- 
ed acknowledgements  for  several  Hberal"  donations,,  and 
for  a  legacy  of  400  dollars  from  Miss  Martha  Powell, 
paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  during  the  year.    But  altho' 
these  repeated  benefactions  afford  gratifying  evidence 
that  the  society  is  still  he-Id  in  remembrance  and  estima- 
tion, the  manag-ers  are  called  upon  to  hm-i^nt  the  de- 
crease in  the -annual  subscriptions.    'I  his  has  been  so 
great  from  time  to  time-since  the  establishment  of  the 
in',stitution,  that  .the  income  arising  from  the  little  fund- 
"  ed  property  in  possession  will  not  make  lip  the  defici- 
ency tlms  occasioned;  andurrless  new  subscrlptiinis-^can 
be  obtained,  or  donations  are-  received,  the  resources  of 
the  society  will  be  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  ex 
penses  of  the  ensuing- year.-    For  seyeraf  years  consid- 
erable assistance  was  rendered  by  donations  of  yegeta- 
Hes,  ])rovisions,  materials,  for  clothing,  &c.  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  such  valuable  contributions  have  greatly 
declined,  as  the  e'xpenses  of  the  establishment  havepro- 
portionably  incrensed  in  consequence  of  these  supplies 
being  withdrawn.    The  managers  trust  that  this  state- 
ment of  the  funds  of  the  society  will  excite  public  atten- 
tion and  that  they  will  not  be  oblig-ed,  through  want  of 
means,  to  reject  an  applVcanI  worthy  of  succur.  It  would 
be  a  painful  task  to  refuse  a-ssistance  to  an  aged  appli- 
cant bereft    of  every  earthly  blessing,  -who  -having 
throvtgh  multiplied  sorrow  arrived  at  the  usual  limit  of 
human  existence,  is  asking  a  temporary  shelter-from  the 
storm.,  before  she  is  called  to  be  seen  no  more.-    'I  here 
is  an  eloquence  in  , the  supplication  of  a -being  so  de.s'o- 
late,  to  which  no  heart  will  be  found  insensible.     It  is- 
the  appeal  of  one  that  Is  ready  to  perish.    It  would  be 
in  vain  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  calamity': — He  onh,' 
■who  has  wounded  can  heal.  . 

But  though  human  sympathy  may  not  supply  a  rem- 
edy in  such  affliction,  it  is  permitted  at  leaSt  to  offer 
some  alleviation:  aiid  the  managers  confidently  hope 
that  the  public  liberality  will  enable  them  in  every  in- 
stance, as  it  has  hitherto  done,  to  extend  relief  to  any 


who  may  apply  to  them,  under  such  painful  cireum- 
stances  of  aggravated  suffering:  and  t-liat  tlie  -\yants  of 
such  as  are  already  inmates  of  the  institution,  will  be  a- 
bundantly  supplied  by  the  charity  of  those  who  have 
benevolently  provided  them  with  the  comforts  of  lumie, 
and  thus  taugiit  them  where  to  look  for  continued  .sym- 
pathy and  assistance. 

Indigent  Widows'  and  Single  TVojnen's  Society  in  account 
with  the  Treasurer. 

1828-  -  DR. 

To  Gash  paid  Purchasing  Committee  and  ex- 
pended by  them  in  support  of  the  family     .§2-?50  00 
Paid  for  repairs  and.  ))alnting- the  Asylum,    -        67  7~> 
Paid  for  printing  lieports,    -       -        -       -        12  00 
-Paid  Messrs.  Hale  &.  Davidson, .for  5  per  cent. 

City  Stock,      -       .-   .    -       -  ,  -  -    5512  00 

To.  Counterfeit  notes,      .  ■- ,  8  00 


Balance  remaining  in  treasury, 
\Tota],       -  .  : 


§7849  75 
17  45 

§7867  20 


1828                             OR.      ,    ■        .    .  -. 

By  balance  of  acconnt.from  1827,  -     -       -  8  62 

B}'  cash  received  in  annual  subscriptions,  655  00 

By  admissions  and  life  subscriptions,    -       -  240  00 

By  donations,  178  83 

By  board  of  persons  in  the  Asylum,     -       -  2i;i  50 

Lty  aniount  of  sides  in           d-o.           -       -  62  00 

By  net  amount-of  work,       -  '    -       .       ^  82  51 

By  fines  from  ^Janagers,      -       ■-       -      • '- -  15  00 

By  dividends  on  stocks,      -       .       .       .  417'  57 

By  proceeds  of  Mr.  MaeTzell's  Exhibition,    -  124  15 

By  legacy  from  Mr.  John  Grandom,            -  4875  00 

By  balance  of. Mr.  Checver's  bequest,         -  2.37  50 

By  net  proceeds  of  Martha  Powell's  bequest,  390  00 
By  balance  of  account  with  Mr-  John  Wllmer,    120  39 

By  ground  rent  on  Mr.  Crea's  lot,       -       -  12  50 

By  cash  from  charity  box,  -  -  '  -  -  34  63 
By  cash  drawn  from  Saving  Fund  to  meet  de- 

mands-drawiron  'I'reasury.      .       .       -  200  00 

■     '  Total,      -  '                  :       .    :  ^-  ^7867  20 


,:;^,V      -  POTTSVILLE.  ., 

Improvements  and  Prospects. 

■  Twenty  houses  are  building- hel-e,  and  in  the  Spring- 
a  mim.ber  more  are  to  be  erected.  Yet  the  demand  is 
unabated.  "  - 

In  1824,  the  site  v/hlch  is  now  so  well  covered,  boast- 
exl but  five  houses.  ')'he  rapid  growth  of  the  place  is 
but  the  commencement  of  a.  permanent  augmentation, 
while  it  evinces  the  power  of  individual  enterprise  and 
vinvvearied  Industry.  It  is  embosomed  by  mountains, 
from  which  its  wealth  is  drawn.  How,  or  by  whom, 
the  coal  and  other  minerals  were  first  discovered^  we 
have  yet  to  learn — for  like  the  early  settlers^we  too, 
have  to  delve  for  information.  One  thing  is  certain;  we 
have  here  an  inexhaustible  source  of  wealth.  Though 
niuch  has  been  done  in  the  coal  tl-ade,  it  is  as  nothing, 
when  we  consider  the  natural  resources,  the  facilities  of 
transportation,  and  the  continual  and  increasing-  demand 
for  the  staple  of  the  county. 

In  addition  to  the  coal  business,  as  shown  by  the  late 
report  of  the  Navigation  company,  we  have  reason  to 
calculate  largely  on  the  transportation  of  other  articles. 
Pottsville  is  the  agricultural  depot  for  a  large  and  fer- 
tile section.  A  great  part,  and  indeed,  we  may  say  the 
vi'hole  of  this  sort  of  business,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
merchants  of  this  place,  while  Beading,  an  old  and 
wealthy  town,  remains,  with  its  capital  dormant.  '  Me- 
chanics have  more  work  than  they  can  do,  and  every  man 
is  full  of  business. — Aiiner's  Journal. 
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PKNNSYt.VANTA  I,EGISLATORS. 

Il  appears  (hat  tlie  members  ot'llie  .leg-islatvu'e  ofPenn- 
sylvania  belong-  to  the  follovvinfi;-  occupations: — 'l"hei-c 
are  in  senate,  19  farmers,  2  doctors,  6  lawyers,  I  prin- 
ter, 1  inkeeper,  2  storekeepers,  1  iron  master,  1  car- 
jienfcr.  Total  33.  And  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
42  farmers,  8  merchants,  13  luwyei's,  1  weaver, 2  hatters, 
2  coopers,  2  blacksmith?,  4  wheelwrig-ht,  4  surveyors, 
2,  printers,  6  tanners,  3  inkeepcrs,  2  carpenters,  1  tai- 
lor, 1  painter,  1  drug-g-ist,  1  millwrig'ht,  1  pottei-,  8  doc- 
tors, 2  manufacturers,  1  g-rocer,  1  private  g-entleman,  1 
l)rickla\cr.    Total  100. — //.  C/tron. 


■  A31DENT  SPISITS.  . 

During-  the  last  year  a  person  was  em])loyed  and  paid 
by  the  Temijeratice  Societ)'  of  this  oily,  to  collect  infor- 
mation respecting-  the  number  and  character  of  the 
houses,  in  the  City  and  Districts,  in  which  ardent  .spirits 
are  sold  by  retail.    He  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  size 
of  the  house,  the  number  of  travellers— horses  and  wag- 
ons-*-which  each  could.,  accommodate;  as  well  as  the 
description  of  customers  who  frequented  tliose  houses. 
In  the  prosecution  of  this  business,  the  a^ent  was  en- 
gag-ed  Upwards  of  three  months — and  was  con.sidered 
by  the  Society  to  have  faithfully  attended  to  the  busi- 
ness— and  which,  judg-ing-  from  his  returns,  would  ap- 
pear to  have  been  the  case;  for  he  has  g-lvcn  tlie  name 
and  residence  of  each  occupant-^the  size  of  the  front  of 
each  house — the  number  of  travellers,  &.c.  each  can 
accommodate,  as  well  as  Some  other  particidai's. — 
Whether  he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining-  every  house 
of  this  description,  or  not,  much  curious  and  useful  infor- 
mation on  this  subject,  is  the  result  of:  the  investig-ation 
— and  to  preserve  what  facts  have  been  collected,  and" 
to  place  them  in  a  form  calculated  for  future  use,  we 
have  undertaken  the  task  of  arrang-ing-  the  following- 
tables  from  the  documents,  politely  placed  in  our  hands 
by  the  President  of  the  Society. 

Independently  of  the  express  object  which  g-ave  rise 
to  the  investig-ation,  the -statistical  facts  respecting- the 
capacity  of  the  City  and  Districts  to  acconmiodate  tra- 
vellers, are,  at  least,  novel  and  curiou.s — if  not  useful. 

TABLK,  No.  I.        -  '  ■ 

.//  (jcnmil  View  of  the  7iuinhrr  in  each  pvrtion  of  the  City 
and  Districts. 
Eastern.  Boundary — 

tipper  Delaware  40 

Lower     Do  45     .  '  - 

Hig-h  street  21 

Chesnut  ....69 

Walnut  -...26      ;  ' 

Dock   .45-  ■ 

I'ine    .34  ~ 

New  Market  52 


Wintern  Boundarij. 

North  Mulberry. . . .'  35 

South      do.    "  -  23 

North  39 

Middle  42' 

South. . .'  12 

I.ooust    ..-^2 

Cedar  28 


332 


From  Eighth  to  73road,  and  from  South  . 

below  Shippen.  •  •  ■  • 

Southwark,  from  South  strreet  to  the 

Navy  Yard,  and  fi-om  Delaware  to 

Eighth  street  

Kensing-ton  

Penn  "Township  

Incorporated  District  of  N.  Liberties. 
1st  Ward  

....  rsJ^^  


21. 


.286 
.115 
..86 


2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
rth 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


00 
17 

36 
13 

42 
23 
24 


188 


1,23a 


TABLE,  No.  II. 

This  Table  exhibits  the  number  of  houses  and  their  re- 
spective fi-onts,  where  ardent  spirits  ai-e  retailed,  in 
the  City  and  Districts. 


Size,  of 
Fronts. 
Feet. 


10 
■  11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
\7 
18 
19 
20 
22 
23 
-24 
25 
28 
30 
33 
35 
■  36 
38 
40 
44 
50 
60 
70 
89 
100 
uncertain 


City. 


31 
50 
105 
75 
103 
18 
73 
19 
1 
5 
22 
1 
11 


N.  L. 


6 
11 

37 
39 
32 
5 
29 
12 

2" 
1 
2 
4 

1- 

1 
4 
1 
1 


Penn.  I  Kens. 


South- 
wark. 


Total. 


543 


6 
10 
17 
-  4 
16 

1 

11 

o 

1 
1 

•  2 


188 


86 


24 
8 
29 
16 
14 
1 
7 
4 


1 

i 

10 

29 
53 
61 
34 
37 
7 
34 
15 
1 
2 
2 


3 
1 
4 
13 
96 
132 
249 
168 
202 
32 
154 
53 
3 
10 
30 

o 

^y 

28 

1 

10 
3 
3 

16 
2 
7 
4 
1 
1 
2 
8 


115  1    307  '  1239 


211 


Tot.il   5)3 


The  object  of  this  part  of  the  inquiry,  was  to  prove 
from  the  size  of  the  houses,  that  the  accommodation  of 
travellers  was  not  the  chief  business  of  their  occupants; 
and  for  this  piu-pose,  as  a  g-sncral  rule,  perhaps  it  is  a 
pretty  correct  criterion— but  not  an  infallible  one— as 
we  notice  several  instances,  hi  which  a  house  with  mo- 
derate front,  is  enabled,  by  its  great  depth,  to  accom- 
modate many  persons;— as,  for  instance,  one  of  20  feet 
front,  has  accommodations  for  140  travellers;  another, 
of  the  samefront,  for  75  travellers.  Of  the  above  1239 
houses,  498  are  15  feet  and  under,  in  front;  and,  (includ- 
ing- these,)  1054  are  20  feet  and  under.  Lca\'ing'  only 
IH.i,  of  more  than  20  feet  in  front. 


1829.] 


'  AllDENT  SPIRITS. 


95 


In  the  tables  wliiclT  follow,  are  exhibited  the  num- 
ber of  travellers,  horses,  and  wagons,  which  can  be  ac- 
commodated at  one  time,  at  the  respective  houses  retail- 
ing' ardent  spirits,  in  the  City  and  Districts. 


TABLE,  No.  III. 
CITY. 


TltAVELHEnS. 

IIOItSKS. 

WAGONS. 

a 

i  ° 

a 

O 

E 

c 

CO 

lil  n 

Fotal. 

o 

O  ' 

TotaL 

o 

'I'otal. 

n> 
If 

■  o 

WJ 
:.  ft) 
CA 

i  2' 

•  2- 

rtr 
-J-. 

1 2 

i"  o 

356 

none 

none 

465 

none 

none 

518 

none 

none 

6 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 
O 

3 

5 

2 

10 

3 

2 

6 

1 

4 

4 

4 

o 

12 

2 

3 

6 

1 

5 

5 

10 

4 

40 

6 

4 

24 

1 

6 

6 

7 

5 

35 

2 

5 

10 

1 

8 

8 

17 

6 

102 

5 

6 

30 

3 

10 

30 

3 

7 

21 

2 

8 

16 

1 

13 

13 

12 

8 

96 

5 

10 

50 

2 

'  15 

30 

2 

9 

18 

■  3 

12 

36 

4 

20 

80 

16 

10 

160 

1 

15 

15 

2 

25 

-  50 

6 

12 

72 

3 

16 

48 

-  3 

30 

90 

1 

13 

13 

1 

19 

19 

1 

35 

35 

-  7 

14 

98 

4 

,  20 

80 

2 

50 

100 

7 

15 

105 

1 

23 

23 

60 

60 

4 

16 

64 

1 

24 

24 

1, 

100 

100 

1 

17 

17 

2 

25 

50 

3 

18 

54 

1 

26 

26 

17 

20 

340 

1 

27 

27 

8 

25 

200 

7 

30 

210 

1 

28 

28 

1 

32 

32 

18 

30 

540 

o 
O 

35 

-105 

1 

32 

32 

1 

38 

38 

2 

35 

70 

6 

40 

'240 

1 

36 

36 

3 

50 

150 

6 

40 

240 

1 

55 

55 

9 

50 

450 

3 

60 

180 

4 

60 

240 

1 

70 

70 

1 

65 

65 

1 

75 

76 

2 

70 

140 

1 

80 

80 

2 
1 

80 
90 

160 
90 

5 
1 

100 
120 

500 
120 

'  3 

100 

300 

543 

3854 

543  i 

2346 

543 

614 

TABLE,  No.  IV. 
PENN  TOAVJVSIJXP,, 


56 

none 

none 

62 

none 

none 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

12 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

4 

4 

■2 

5 

10 

1 

5 

5 

o  ■ 
O 

6  - 

18 

4 

6 

24  - 

1 

■  7 

7 

1 

7 

7 

2 

8 

16 

1 

8 

1 

.2 

10 

20 

4 

10 

40 

1 

13 

13 

2 

12 

'24 

1 

15 

15 

1 

13 

13  ■ 

1 

16 

16 

2- 

15 

30 

2 

20 

40 

3 

20 

60 

1 

25-> 

25 

1 

26 

26 

2 

30 

60 

1 

40 

40 

2 

unc. 

uncer. 

86  ' 

288 

86 

249 

Nbne. 


TABLE,  No.  V. 
NORTH K UN  LJ  U-KRTIES. 


thavellkks. 


w  AGo:ss. 


Hous 

Total. 

Hous 

o  * 

S  ct, 

Total. 

Hous 

No.  e; 
hous 

Total. 

n 

o 

o 

w 

IT" 

125 

none 

none 

157 

none 

none 

none 

none 

4 

C) 

o 
o 

i 

z  ■ 

10 

90 

3 

1 

o 

Q 

,1 

o 

-I 
i 

12 

9 

4 

ob 

i 

o 

I 

20 

3 

5 

I J 

V 
i 

1  f  1 

i 

25 

25 

8 

o 

48 

-1 

1 

1  o 

C) 

30 

1 

u 

o 

Q 

o 

1 
X 

1  ^ 
1  o 

J 

36 

4 

40 

rf 

1  Q 

OO 

c 

40 

Of  If  I 

4 

1  O 

48 

2 

40 

4 

50 

^\JO 

1 

1  s 

J.  J 

1  fir 
15 

1 

oZ 

TO 

1 

60 

\j\f 

1 
1 

1/ 

oo 

TA 

70 

70 

1 

18 

18 

2 

40 

80 

2 

75 

150 

1 

20 

20  , 

5 

50 

250 

5 

unc. 

uncer. 

2 

25 

50 

1 

60 

60 

6 

30 

180 

1 

65 

65 

5 

40 

200 

2 

70 

140  - 

6 

50 

30O 

1 

.  80 

80 

1 

60 

60 

4 

100 

400 

1 

75 

75 

1 

120 

120 

1 

80 

80 

1 

170 

170 

1 

140 

140 

188 

1361 

issl 

1562 

188 

853 

TABLE,  No.  VI. 
KIiNSIN<;TO'N. 


88 

none 

none 

92 

none 

none 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

9 

3 

4 

12 

3 

4 

12 

6 

6 

36 

3 

8 

24 

1 

7 

7 

1 

9 

9 

4 

8 

32 

1 

10 

10 

3 

10 

.30 

5 

15 

45 

None . 

2 

12 

'24 

2 

12 

27 

1 

14 

14 

1 

16 

16 

1 

15 

15 

C) 

20 

40 

1 

20 

20 

1 

25 

25 

1 

25 

25 

1 

30 

30 

1 

40 

40 

115 

260 

115 

248 

TABI^R,  No.  VH. 
SOUTHWARK. 


247 

none 

none 

292  none 

2' 

3 

1 

O 

i 

2 

9 

.  -  4 

2 

8 

15 

6 

3 

18 

o 

30 

8 

•  4 

32 

5 

6 

16 

9 

6 

54 

2 

8 

10 

-2 

7 

14 

1 

10 

None 

2 

8 

16 

10 

10 

100  • 

9 

12 

108 

3 

15 

45 

4 

20 

80 

307 

478 

307 

82 

TABLE,  No.  Vlir. 


-SUMMARY. 


City 

Nortiiern  Lib.. 
Penn  Towrvship 
Kensing'ton 
Southwark 

Totols 


Houses.  Travellers.  Horses.  Wagons. 

614 
853 


1467 


543 

3854 

2346 

188  , 

1353 

1662 

86 

288 

249 

115 

260  . 

248 

307- 

478 

,82 

239 

6235  - 

4587 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Remarks. 

It  appears  from  tr.ble  No.  1,  that  the  citj'  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  82,rS0  iiiliabitants,  (per  estimate  in  Register, 
vol.  2,  p.  352)  has  543  houses  in  whicli  ardent  spirits 
are  retailed — or  1  liouse  to  every  152  inhabitants  of 
all  ag-es,  sexes  and  colors.    The  incorporated  Northern 
Liberties  have  188  houses  to  27,725  inhabitants  (per 
same  estimate,)  or  1  house  to  147  inhabitants.  Ken- 
sington, 115  houses  to  13,785  inhabitants,  or  1  to  119. 
Penn  Township,  86  houses  to  11,025,  or  1  to  128. — 
South wark,307  houses  to  24,165inhabs.(incUiding  Moy- 
amensing,)  or  1  house  to  every  79  inhabitats  of  all  ages, 
&.C.    Deducting  oiie-half,  or  12,082,  froni  24,165,  the 
whole  number  of  inhabitants,  for  those  of  Ijoth  sexes  un- 
der the  age  of  18  (which  is  nearly  the  projjortion  tliey 
bore  to  the  whole  at  the  census  of  1820,)Svthe  result  will 
be,  1  house  for  selling  li^^uors  for  every' 39  inhabitants 
above  the  age  of  18.     It. is  a  curious  fact,  (hat  at  the 
same  time,  tiiat  liquor  shops  in  Southw-ark  bear  the  pro^ 
portion  of  1  to  every  39  inhabitants  above  18 — the  num- 
ber of  paupers  admitted  into  the  alms-house  from  South- 
wark  during  tho  year  ending  May,  1828,  vcas  701 — be- 
ing in  the  proportion  of  1  to  34  of  the  whole  number  of 
inhabitants,  or  1  to  17  of  those  abOTe  18  years  of  age. 


By  tables  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  it  appears  of 
543  houses  in  the  City,  356  have  no  accommodations  for 
travellers,  leaving'  187  with. 


188 

do 

N,L. 

125 

do 

do 

63 

do  - 

86 

Penn. 

56 

do 

do 

30 

do 

115 

do 

Kens. 

88 

do 

do 

27 

do 

307 

do 

South. 

247 

do 

do 

60 

do 

1239 

873 

367 

Leaving" only  367  houses  with  accommodations  for  the 

6,233  travellers. 

It  also  appears  by  the  same  tables,  that  of  the 

543  houses  in  City,  465  have  no  accomm.  for  horsess  & 

518  none  for  wagons. 


115 

do 

Kens. 

92 

do 

115 

do 

188 

do 

N.  L. 

157 

do 

162 

do 

86 

do 

Penn. 

62 

do 

86 

do 

307 

do 

South. 

292 

do 

307 

do 

1239 

1068 

1188 

Leaving  only  171  for  the  accomm.  of  the  45R7  horses.' 

51  do  1467  wagons' 

The  documents  designate  as  entertaining  blacks  and 
whites  of  both  sexes — 38  houses  in  the  City;  11  in  Ken- 
sington; 55  in  Soutliwark;  and  32  of  the  lowest  kind  of 
society.  ' 

The  Rain  and  Snow  (when  melted)  that  fell  during, 
the  past  month,  anioiiiUcd  to  5.37  inches  according- to' 
the  Rain  Guage  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

LONIJEVITT. 

At  Lansing,  on  the  17th  ultimo.  Mr.Ephralm  Bloom, 
aged  loO  years  and  4  days..  He  was  for  twb  years  a  sol- 
dier in  the  French  War,  and  shared  in  the  dangers  of 
liiaddock's  defeat.  In  the  Revolutionary  War,  lie  serv- 
ed three  years  in  the  army  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania;  du- 
ring- which  he  narrowly  escaped  loosing  his  life  from  as- 
sassination, being  shot  through  his  low  crowned  hat 
while  on  his  way  liomc,  in  the  evening,  from  the  shop, 
by  an  intimate  acquaintance  belonging  to  the  tory  party. 
He  likewise  served  two  campaigns  in  the  militia,  aird 
was  in  the  battle  of  Gcrniantown.  He  war,  of  Germ-an 
descent;  and  on  his  removal  from  Pennsylvaiiia,his  native 


State,  he  became  one.  of  t!ie  first  settlers  of  this  County, 
and  has  been  a  reputable  inhabitant  -forty  yefirs.  .<^uch 
was  the  sti-ength  of  his  constitution,  that  he  was  confined 
to  h's  room  but  a  few  months  previons  to  his  death;  and 
for  the  last  seventeen  days  existed  witliout  the  lea^t 
food.  He  was  the  father  of  the  late  General  liloom,  who 
held  the  commission  of  a  Colonel  in  the  army,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Queenstown,  in  the  late  war. 
He  lias  left  a  numerous  posterity,  consisting  of  four  sur- 
viving children,  sixty-one  grand  children,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  great  grand  children, — llliica  Journal. 

JAH'V  OF  TAXABLES  IN  ADAMS  COUNTY, 


IN  1828. 

Gettysbui-g  .281 

iCumberland  i   213 

Germany  322 

Berwick....  ..228 

Mount  pleasant  285 

Hamilton   215 

Reading  177 

Latim.ore  i  .179 

Huntingdon  .>  264 

Til-one  ,  159 

Menallen  ,387 

Eranklin  .320 

Hamiltonban  282  '" 

Libei-ty.  225 

Moviiitjoy  191 

Straban   -  ........265 

Conowago  195 


4192 

Number  in  1821....,  3852 


Increase  in  7  years   340 


Err6rs  requested  hy  the  aul/inr  to  be  corrected  in  the  ac- 
count ofMam^s  Coiuitij  piihUshed  in  page  63. 
Instead  of  Adams  County  is  bounded  on  the  East  by 
York  and  part  of  Cumljcrland  &ic.  read  "on  the  East  by 
York  Co.  on  the  North  by  Cumberland  and  ])art  of  York 
counties,  on  the  west  by  Frartkl'in  County  and  on  the 
Soutliby  Frederick  Co.  Md. 

For  "Western  and  Southern  boundaries  are  traversed 
by  the  first  range  of  mountains" — read  ''Western  and 
Northern  boundaries" — for  James  McCWc — read  James 
3IcCosh.  ■    ■\  .  '         "    .     .  .,. 

WEATHER.— On  Satiu'day  last  the  3l6t,ultimo  there 
was  a  heavy  fall  of  snow — and  on  the  2d,  also,  during 
a  considerable  part  of  the  clay,  so  that  since  that  period, 
there  has  beeivmore  of  the  appearance  of  an  old  fashion- 
ed v/inter  than  wc  have  had  for  many  years.  There 
has  beep  unusually  fine  sleighing  during  the  whole  of 
the  week.  AVe  understaird  the  snov/  storm  extended  to 
a  considerable  distance  in  the  country,  and  a  gentleman 
of  this  city  who  left  it  with-  an  intention  of  visiting  some 
coal  lands,  was  compelled  to  return.^  linable  to  reach 
theVn  in  a  sleigh  with  two  horses,  beiiig  prevented  by 
the  great  depth  of  snow  on  the  mountains.  The  navi- 
gation of  the  Delaware  has  been  obstructed  by  floating 
ice  for  some  days  and  Schuylkill  has  again  afforded 
skaiting  for  the  amusement  of  the  boys  and  others  will- 
ing to  partake  of  it. 

PdnticATioji  Opficf,  of  the  IJegisteb. 
The  Editor,  for  the  accommodation  of  subscribers; 
and  those  who  wish  fa  patronize  this  work,  has  taken 
an  office,  in  F'ranklin  place,  the  second  door  back  of  the 
Post  Office,  (back  room)  where  communications  for 
him  may  be  left,  and  business  relating  to  this  paper  will 
ill  future  be  transacted. 
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UNPATENTED.  ■LANI>S. 

The  question  on  which  the  following'  speech  was  de 
livered,  .at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  wa^  indc' 
finitely  postponed,  but  is  at  tliis  time  ag'ain  exciting- 
great  interest — and  as  there  is  much  historical,  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  titles  to  lands  contained  in  the 
speech,  and  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  friend  from 
whom  we  received  it,  that  its  republication  now  would 
be  useful — we  insert  tlie  "  . 

REMAnKs  OF  Mr.  King 

Of  the  Senate,  in  committee  of  the  whole  upo7i  the  Kll  in, 
relation  to  unpatented  lands.         _  •  ■ 

No  one,  Mr.  Chairman,  appears  disposed  to  rise  to 
speak,  either  to  the  merits,  or  demerits  of  this  bill. 

I  am  aware,,  sir,  that  many  gentlemen  believe  they 
already  possess,  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  vote  understandingly  upon  it — perhaps  they  do. 
And  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  in  me,  as  cliaii  man  of 
the  committee  to  whom'  the  subject  was  refei-red,  to 
endeavour  to  explain  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
th.at  committee  to  report  the  bill. 

The  most  important  section  ih  the  bill;  and  indeed 
the  only  one  about  which  there  can  be  much  difl^-ence 
of  opinion,  is  the  first,  by  which  it  is  proposed' to  iiepeal 
,  so  much  of  the  4th  section  of~the  act  of  .Tanuary  22(1, 
1816,  as  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Oince,  to 
charg  e  compound  interest  from  the  date  of  the  act  upon 
money  due  tlie  commonwealth  upon  unpa.tented  lands, 
held  by  virtue  of  proprietai-y  warrants.  These  wai'i-ants 
are  many  of  them  of  a  very  early  date,  and  this  com- 
pound interest  at  the  present- moment  is  considerably 
more  tlian  one-third  of  the  whole  sum  claimed  by  the 
«tate,  and  is  exacted,  under  all  cii'cumstunces,  with  the 
most  undiscrimtnating  impartiality.  It  is  not  possible  to 
ascertain  with  ^icccuracy  tlie  exact  gross  amount  of  the 
ijioney  demanded  by  the  st.ate,  of  the  holders'  of  these 
lands,  but  it  cannot  be  less  than  some  .  millions.  It  is 
not,  however,  necessa:y  .to- know,  in  order  to  a  proper 
decision  of  the  question  now  before  us. I  These  lands 
lie  scattered  through  all  the  counties  east  of  the  main 
ridges  of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  fi'om  the  Delaware 
to  the  Maryland  line,  if  we  except  the  counties  of  Phila- 
delphia, Delaware,  and  the  lower  sections  of  Chester 
and  Bucks.  Most  of  thern  are  of  a  second  or  third  rate 
quality.  Patents  havinij  been  already  issued  for  the 
more  valuable  lands,  either  by  the  proprietaries  before, 
or  the  commonwealth  since  the  Revolution.  .Suits  are 
now  to  be  instituted  against  the  owners  of  these  unpa- 
tented lands.  The  lands  are  to  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion, and  if  they  will  not  sell  for  enough  to  satisfy  the 
balance  of  the. original,  purchase  money  which  may  be 
yet  due  upon  them,  with  the  interest,  (including  the 
compound  interest  I  have  mentioned)  and  costs,  they 
are  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  number  of  petitions,  signed  by 
many  hundreds  of  those  citizens  who  are  interested  in 
this  matter,  praying  that  they  may  be  relieved  from  the 
payment  of  the  compound  interest,  exacted  of  them, 
under  the  act  of  1816,  and  it  is  our  duty  now  to  inquire 
how  far  they  are  entitled  to  the  relief  proposed  to  be  €X- 
Voi..  in.  1.3 


tejided  to  them  by  the  hill  before  us.  It  may  be  ob- 
served, that  the  petitioners,  do  not  ask  for  an  extension 
of  time  of  the  payment  of  what  may  be  dtie  the  state, 
exclusive  of  this  com|)ound  interest.  I  have  not  had 
the' a'dvantag^e  of  hearing  the  objections  that  may  be 
urged  against  the  passage  of  the  present  bill,  butl  still 
recollect  those' that  wer«  advanced  upon  a  former  oc- 
casion, v.'heii  the  same  measure  v/as  brought  forward. — 
One  much  insisted  upon  was,  that  as  much  the  larger 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  had  already 
paid  hi  full  for  their  lands,  it  would  be  doing  great  injus-' 
tice  to  this  class  of  purchasers  to  remit  any  pai  t  of  what 
might  be  due  from  those  whohad  not  paid.  And  it  was 
triuiTifihantly  said,  we  have  paid  for  our  lands,  and  re- 
peatedly asked,  why  have  yoti  not  paid  for  yours*  A 
isrief  view  of  the  modes  in  which  titles  to  lands  have 
been  acquired  in  Pennsylvania,  may  e.xplain  this  matter. 
I  sliall  therefore  attempt  it,  even  at  the  risk  of  not  being 
very  entertaining-. 

On  the  4th 'of  March  1680,  Charles  the  2d,  King  of 
England,  granted  by  charter  the  proprietorship  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  William  P<.  nil  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever, to  be  Jiolden  "as  of  our  castle  of  'Windsor,  in  the 
county  of  Bucks  in  free  and  common  socc.ige,"  at  the 
annual  rent,  of    t-wo  Beaver  sldns,"  and  one-fifth  of  the 
gold  and-silverore.    That  is,  it  was  tp  be'held  as  a  feu- 
dal fief  at  a'nominal  rent.    I  have  a  cop^-'of  this  charter 
before  me!    If  is  one 'of  those  curious  instruments  by 
which  .the  potentates  of  .  Europe  parcelled  out,  and 
granted  a^vay,  tlic  two  vast  American  cuntinents. by  vir- 
tue olr assume'd  rights,  ,'wliich  had  not  the  consequences 
that  followed,  i-escned  them  from,  contempt,  would  now     '  - 
be  considered' as  ridiculous,  as  they  were  in  themselves 
essenti.ally  absurd.    Such  as  it  is,  however,  this  charter  _ 
is-the  source  of  the  paper  titles  to  lands  inlV  nusylvania, 
and  under  its  authority  the  founder  of  (what  is  now)  our 
republic,- landed  .with  his  associates  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware.    '  _  ... 
, -Possession,  of  siime  considerable  portion  of  soil,  was 
obtained  by  treaties  with,  certain  Indjan  cliicfs.  These 
.trealjes,  when  viewed  a.s  purchases,  were  perhaps  of 
Ycvy  slight  validity.     We  will  pass  them  over.     The  re- 
sidue of  the  country  was  won  by  the  followers  of  Peiin 
in  many ,  a  fierce  and  bloody  contest,  with  the  native 
lords  of  the  forest.    It  is  iijot  possible  for  us  to  under- 
stand the  sufferings  endured  by  our  ancestors,  nor  is  it 
novv  necessary  to  inquii'c  into  the  justice  of  their  cause. 
They  employed  force,  tiie  universal  principle  in  which 
empires  have  been  founded,  and  after  a  struggle  of  near 
a  century  the  gloomy  spirit  of  tlie  wilderness,  bowed 
and  fled  before  the  more  powerful-genius  of civilizedman. 

In  order  to  encourage-  adventurers,  William  Penn,  in 
1681,  entered  into  articles  of  agreement  and  concession 
with  a  number  of , individuals,  which  were  published; 
and  many  persons  afterwards  came  in  under  them.  By 
the  ninth  article  of  this  agreement,  the  proprietary  re- 
served to  himself  ten  thousand  acres  in  every  one  bun-  ---^ 
dred  thousand,  but  it  does  not  distinctly  appear  in  what 
way,  or  for  what  prices,  lands  were  to  be  granted  to  his 
associates  or  followers.  In  fact  during  his  life,  there 
never  was  any  fixed  price,  but  a  land  office  was  estab- 
lished and  most  of  the  land  in  the  counties  of  Philadel-. 
phia  and  Delaware,  and  in  the  leaver  sections  of  Ches-  ' 
ter  and  Bucks,  (excepi-such  as  we rt  already  covered  by 
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Swedish  or  Dutcli  giants)  were  sold  — not  of  course  to 
every  upplicant,  but  to  such  persons,  and  at  such 
prices  as  pleased  the  Proprietary.  In  1718  William 
Ptnii  died,  and  a  dispute  respecting- his  e^^tate  arose 
between  his  children  oftlie  first  and  those  of  the  second- 
wife,  which  was  not  terminaied  till  1726. 

No  t:tles  issued  during-  tills  time,  and  additional  diffi- 
culties were  creiited  by  tlie  dispvites  between  the  heirs 
<'f  Pcnn  and  Lord  l!:dtimore.  A  tedious  chancery  suit 
was  the  cor..sequence  of  these  disputes,  which  was  not 
terminated  till  1750,  and  deeds  were  not  executed  be- 
tween tlie  parties  till  1760,  but  they  had  as  early  as 
1732  entered  into  articles  of  agreement  in  re'atlon  to  the 
disputed  territory,  which  enabled  the  Proprietaries  to 
o])en  their  Land  office,  and  ih.is  was  accordingly  done, 
and  the  price  of  hmd  fixed  at  i;i5  10.?.  currency  per 
hundred  acres,  and  one  half  penny  sterling  quit  rent 
per  acre.  This  regulation  continued  till  1762,  with 
many  exceptions  to  favourites,  who  obtained  grants 
upon  much  easier  terms.  In  1762  the  rate  was  reduced 
to  £9  per  hundred  acres,  and  one  penny  quit  rent  per 
acre;  and  in  1765  the  price  was  further  reduced  to  £S 
per  hundred  acres  and  one  penny  quit  rent  per  acre. 
Of  these  last  mentioned  rates  many  of  the  most  valua- 
ble lands  east  of  the  mountains  were  granted  avi'ay,  be- 
tween the  year  1762  and  the  time  when  the  land  office 
of  the  Proprietaries  was  finally  closed  by  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  of  the  iJcvolotion. 

On  the  27th  of  November  1779  the  act  of  Assembly 
passed,  vesting  the  right  of  the  Proprietaries  in  the 
commonwealth,  and  abolishing  the  quit  rents.    This  is 
beyond  all  que-tion  the  rnost  extraordinary  legislative 
enactment  upon  our  statute  book.    Nothing  slTort  of  its 
being  necessary  to  the  safety  of  a  people  could  have 
jii'itified  the  measure.    But  the  safety  of  a  people  did 
require  it,  at  least  so  far  as  the  act  went  to  divest  the 
heir^  of  William  Peiin  of  their  rights.    Some  of  i:ts  pro- 
visions however,  as  I  shall  presently  show,  operated 
very  unequally  upon  tlie  purchasers  of  the  lands  from 
them,    it  is  worthy  of  observation,  tliat  this  law  does 
jiot,  in  the  common  accepiation  of  the  term, co,'?/j.<;cfl/c  the 
property  of  the  defcehdants  of  Penn,  or  consider  thein 
as  enemies  in  any  shape  whatever.    H.ad  this  been  tlie 
case,  their  rights  and  possessions  mtist  have  been  re- 
storedby  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  but  those 
who  fr.imed  the  preamble  to  the  divesting  act  of  '1779 
took  higher  ground,  and  ascending  to  the  fi.i-st  princi- 
pies  declared,  that  "the  safety  and  happiness  of  the 
■people  is  the  fundamenial  law   of  society."  (I'he 
preanilde  and  act  were  read  by  ?.5r.  K.)  The'^ei. 10,000 
sterling  granted  to  the  Proprietaries  is  dechu  ed  to  be  a 
g-ra'  uiiy,  and  tlie  inferencs  that  it  v.-as  given  as  a  com_- 
pensation  for  the  property  of  which  they  were  depri\-ed 
jippears  to  have  been  direfully  avoide  d  It  will  be  remark- 
ed that  the  9th  sccti'.ii  of  ibis  act  discharges  all  purchas- 
ers from  the  I'roprieiaries,  (except  those  within  (he  pro- 
prietary tenths  or  manors)  from  all  f:\rtherpayments  on 
account,  "of  all  and  every  the  dues  and  arrearages  of 
quit  rents,  and  arrearages  of  purchase  money."  By_the 
tenth  section  it  is  enacted  that-  "in  order  to  preserve 
equal'fy  among  the  purchasers  of  lands  under  the  said 
late  Proprietaries,  the  said  ai-rearage.s  of  purchase  mo- 
ney shall  be  accounted  to  be  due  and  paj-able  to  the 
coiTiinonwealth.'' 

It  does  not  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  any  of  the  reasons 
assigned  in  the  preamble  for  the  passage  of  this  net, 
rendered  the  provisions  of  this  tenth  section  necessary. 
It  cannot  be  saiti,  thut  it  was  necessary  to  enable  tlie 
state  to  discharge  the  sum  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
family  of  William  Penn,  for  the  unseated  lands  were 
five  fold  sufficient  for  that  purpose — and  it  sui  elv  was 
not  necessary  to  the  happiness  and  well  being  of  the 
people,  from  whom  the  money  was  to  be  collected,  a 
people  for  whose  benefit  the  act  was  assumed  to  be 
pas-sed.  A  people  at  that  moment  suflcring  all  the 
evils  of  a  protracted  -war,  with  tl.c  disciplined'annics  of 
the  British  King  pres.shig  tlicm  ujjon  one  side,  and  their 


fierce  and  unforgiving  savage  foes  on  the  other,  seeking 
to  revenge  themselves  for  the  loss  of  their  country. 

The  strongest  and  most  unanswerable  reason  that 
coulil  have  been  given,  and  the  very  one  which  was  as- 
signed for  the  passag-e  of  the  act,  was  the  relief  of  those 
very  people,  oppressed  as  they  were  by  heav}'  assess- 
ments to  defray  the  exj-jenses  of  the  war,  and  constantly 
liable  to  be  called  into  the  field,  where  thousands  of 
therri  perished,  and  left  their  widows  and  their  orphans 
to  settle  their  accounts  with  their  country  as  best  they 
might.  Those  who  survived,  and  returned  to  their 
farms  and  their  families,  could  do  little  for  themselves. 
They  had  nothing  but  certificates  and  continental  paper 
money.  Neither  were  of  any  serv'ce  to  them,  for  nei- 
ther could  be  received  in  payment  for  their  lajids.  Spe- 
cie was  demanded,  and  specie  they  had  not.  ]?ut  the 
tenth  section  of  this  art  does  not  do  what  it  professes  to 
do.  It  projjoses  to  "preserve  equality  among  the  pur- 
chasers under  the  late  proprietaries."  ■  ; 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  lands  taken  at  £15  10s. 
per  hundred  acres,  were  subject  to  an  annual  quit  rent 
of  only  one  ha/f-peiiny  per  a.cve,  while  the  large  and  va- 
luable tracts  which  httve  been  taken  at  £5  per  hundred 
acres,  were  subject  to  a  quit  rent  of  one  penny  sterling 
per  acre.  And  this  difference  in  the  quit  rent  was  in- 
tended to  equalize  the  price.  The  act  discharges  the 
quit  rent  in  both  instances;  and  the  consequence  has 
been,  that  those  whose  lands  were  charged  with  the 
half  pejiny  quit  rent  per  acre,  have  been  obliged  to 
pay  £10  lOs;  (with  interest,  simple  and  compound, 
from  the  date  of  their  warrants)  more  for  every  hundred 
acres,  than  those  whose  laVids  were  charged  with  the 
penny  quit  rent  per  acre.  Thus 


A  took  a  warrant  for  300  acres,  at  £15  10s. 
per  hundred  acres,  amounting  to 

And  one  half  penny  quit  rent  per  acre. 
B  took  a  warrant  for  300  acres,  at  £5  per 
hundred  acres,  amounting  to. 

And  one  penny  quit  rent  per  acre. 


£46  10 


15  OO 


£31  10 


Making  a  difference  of 

Thus  it  appears  that  though  orig-inally  each  agreed 
to  pa}'  w  hat  was  considered  to  be  the  same' price,  tlie 
effect  of  the  10th  section  of  the  law  of  1779,  has  been  to 
compel  one  class  of  purchasers  to  jiay  more  than  treble 
the  amount  paid  by  the  other.  I  need  not  say  more  to 
explain  the  unequal  operations  of  this  law,  which  pro- 
fesses so  fairly  upon  the  face  of  it,  to  do  eqtial  justice  to 
all. 

And  liere,  sir,  allow  me  to  inquire  what  were  the 
rights  which  tlie  commonwealth  acquired  bv  this  act, 
so  far  as  clidms  are  concerned'  'I  he  fountnin  cannot 
rise  higher  than  its  source.  The  r  ghts  of  the  state  can 
be  no  gi-taterthan  were  the  rights  of  the  representatives 
of  Wiiliain  Penn,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  argument  sup- 
pose we  for  the  inoment  grant  that  they  are  as  great. 
Vhat  were,  then,  tlios.e  rights?  The  rights  of  indivi- 
duals certainly.  The  whole  history  of  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania  goes  to  prove  that  they  were  so  consider- 
ed, 'ilie  provincial  legislature,  never,  in  any  instance, 
interfered  with  the  sales  of  lands.  The  money  arising 
from  those  sales  never  went  into  the  public  treasur)'; 
never  -u^as,  in  any  shape,  appropriated  to  public  pur- 
poses; bat  wasi  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  province 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  the  undisput- 
ed and  unquestioned  private  property  of  William  Penn 
and  his  heirs;  and -as  such,  was  by  them  at  all  times,  ex- 
pended for  their  own  private  purposes.  These,  then, 
were  the  rights  of  which  the  state  became  the  self-insti- 
tuted assignee  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  1779. 
'  These  facts  are  known  to  all,  who  know  any  thing  of 
the  matter.  They  are  indisputable.  How  is  it,  then — 
upon  what  ackiiowledged  or  known  principle  of  law  or 
of  justice,  that  the  state,  standing  in  the  place  of  an 
individual,  possessing  the  rights  of  an  individual,  and 
those  rights  only  in  i-egard  to  the  debtors  of  the  heirs  of 
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William  Penn,  by  the  act  of  1816  says  to  those  debtors: 
The  interest  shall  now  be  added  to  the  principal,  and 
from  this  time  forth  shall  be  charged  with  compound 
interest'  Would  those  heirs  be  now  permitted  to  assume 
this  attitude  towards  their  debtors  in  the  pi-oprietary 
manors'  Certainly  not:  should  they  even  accept  com- 
pound interest  under  any  circumstances,  they  would 
be  liable  to  the  sevtere  pen;dties  imposed  by  the  general 
laws  of  the  state.  Where,  then,  is  the  distinction  of  the 
diffei-ence?  All  men  would vidicule  the  proposition  that 
between  individuals  one  party  could  chang-e  the  terms 
of  a  contract  without  the  consent  of  the  other.  And 
the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  United 
States — if  you  will  admit  that  they  have  any  validity — ' 
both  forbid  the  impairing-  of  contracts  by  any  g^eneral 
law.  But,  sir,  I  have  heard  the  act  of  1316  defended 
on  this  floor  upon  the  ground,  that  the  Uepresentatives 
of  the  people  of  the.  counties  most  interested  in  this 
matter,  voted  for  its  passage.  How  many  or  how  few 
of  them  voted  for  it  I  know  not^nor  is  it  material. 
Had  they  all  opposed  it,  and  a  majority  of  the, two 
bouses  been  in  favour  of  its  passage,  the  validity  and 
binding  effect  of  the  law  must  have  been  the  same,  as  if 
it  had  received  the  unqualified  assent  of  ev«ry  member 
of  that  Legislature.  '-  • 

This  alone,  sir,  is  in  my  judgment,  a  sufficient  refuta- 
tion of  an  argument  founded  in  a  false  notlo''n  of  the 
principles  and  structure  of  our  represent;itive  govern- 
ment- The  powers  of  a  Representative  are  undoubted- 
ly as  extensive  as  may  be  necessary  for  all  gencral'legis- 
lative  purposes  withiii  the  limits  prescribed  by  the-con- 
titution;  audit  may  not  be  easy  to  define  them  accurate- 
ly, but  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  understand,  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  they  sliould  be  such  as  to  constitute  blm 
the  attorney  in  fact  for  any  one  or  more  of  his  constitu- 
ents. To  make  bargains  for  them — compound  wltli 
their  creditors,  and  dispose  of  their  property  at  will! 
Power  so  unlimited  and  full  of  danger  could  never  be 
given  by  a  fi'ee  people.  Could  [  agree,  sir,  that  some 
fifty  of  my  constituents — naming  them — should  pay  a 
certain  sum  into  the  state  treasury.  The  principle  is 
the  same,  and  yet  in  this  shape  it  would  be  considered, 
as  it  really  is— monstrous.  It  would  not  be  endured. 
For  if  it  were,  it  would  place  the  fortunes  of  the  people 
entirely  at  the  disposal  and  mercy-  of  their  individual 
representatives.  There  could  be  no  limit  fixed  to  it. 
We  have  no  such  powers,  sir,  nor  had  our  predecessors 
at  the  date  of  the  passagi;  of  the  act  of  1816.  Permit 
me  now,  sir,,  to  advert  to  some  of  the  circumstances 
which  have  attended  the  sales  of  lands  acquired  by 
the  state  undertheact  of  November  27,  177'9.  The 
Land  oflrice  was  opened  tuider  the  authority  of  the  com- 
monwealth in  1784',  and  the  prices  were  established  at 
£10  per  hundred  acres,  east,  and  at  £3  10s.  west  of  the 
mountains — certificates,  and  evidences  of  public  debt  of 
all  kinds,  which  had  been  issued  under  the  authority  of. 
Pennsylvanla,  or  of  the  United  States,  were  received  in 
payment,  while  this  same  law  of  April  1,  1784,  declared 
that  Gold  and  Silver,  and  Gold  and  Silver  only,  should 
be  received  of  those  who  held  land  under  proprietary 
'titles.  It  Is  a  well  known:  fact,  that-  at  the  period  we 
are  speaking  of,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Re- 
volutionary war,  there  was  no  such  thing  as  specie  in 
the  country..  These  unfortunate  people,  tjierefore, 
could  not  pay.  The  whole  circulating  medium,  of  the 
country  consisted  of  the  certificates  I  have  mentioned. 
These  certificates  were  at  that  time  worth  from  two 
shillings  to  two  and  six  pence  in  the  pound.  And  it 
was  not  till  1789  that  they  rose  to  4  shillings.  After  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution,  and  after  it  was  as- 
certained that  Congress  woidd  redeem  these  public  se- 
curities, we  find  there  was  ala-vV  passed  providing  that 
those  holding  under  proprietary  grants,  might  pay  one- 
fourth  in  specie  and  three-fourths  in  cei-tlficates;  biit  this 
l^iw  came  too  late  to  be  of  service.  Tlie  certificates  had 
risen  in  value,  and  most  of  them  hadl:lisappeared.  The 
price  of  land  was,  I  believe,  afterwards  raised  from  £3 


lOs.  to  £10,  for  every  hundred  acres,  but  the  favoured 
country  North  and  West  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  ri- 
vei's,  is  specially  excepted  out  of  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  1816.  Those  fortunate  people  pay  no  compound 
interest,  A  considerable  part  of  the  country  which 
now  forms  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Greene,  and  Wash- 
ington, was  claimed  by  Virginia,  i<nd  by  the  compact 
between  the  two  states,  by  which  the  boundary  lines 
were  fiivallv  settled,  the  titles  wei-e  recognised  and  con- 
firmed. These  lands  had  been'obtalned  b}'  the  pur- 
chasers from  Virginia,  at  tlie  rate'of  ten  sbilHogs  sterling-, 
or  about  two  dollars  and  twenty  cents  for  every  hun- 
dred acres.  ' 

13 lit  enough  has-been  said  to-prove  the  unequal  not  to 
say  unjust  operations  of  the  practice  And  laws  regulat- 
ing the  sales  of  the  public  hmds,  both  before  and  since 
the  Uevolution,  and  those  acquainted  with  the  subject 
readily  acknowledg-e  that  lt  would  not  h.ave  been  easy 
for  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  ha  ve  devised  a  system  more 
complicated  in  Its  oi)evatlons,or  more  fruitful  of  i;tigalion 
8c  other  evils  in  its  details,  than  that  adopted  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. But  time,  and'"as  I  perceive  the  patience  of  ihe 
committee  will  not  pei-mlt  me  to  do  justice  to  this  pari 
of.the  subject. 

I  trust  sir  that  I  have  already  .shown  that  no  class  of 
purchasers  lias  been  more  hardly  dealt  with  or  suM'ercd 
more  than  the  one  to  which  the  petitioners  for  this  bill 
belong.  I  mean  the  perso:is  who  purchased  land  in  very 
eaily  times,  from  the  proprietaries  at  the  rate  of  £15-10- 
per  hundred  acres. 

'  I  would-not  have  it  inferred  from  what  I  have  sa'd,. 
that  nothing  has  bec-n  paid  by  this  class  of  purchasers. — • 
Maiiy  millions  of  dollars  haiebeen  paid  by  them,  &  they 
are  still  paying  veiy  hirge  sums  into  the  public  treasury. 
!f  I  mi-slake  not,  about  eig-Iity  thousand  d.il'ars  have 
been  paid  by  them  wltb.in  the  last  year,  and  most  of  the 
valuable  lands  h:ive.  been  patented.  StUl  however, 
owing  to  the  prodigious  accumulation  of  interest,  much 
■reinains  due.  The  lands  that  remain  unpatented  are 
most  of  them  of  an  inferior  qualliy,  and  have  been  di- 
vided and  snbdli:ided,  till  the  very  office  fees,  the  ten 
dollars  which  musi  be  paid  for  ihe  patent  of  every  sepa- 
rate parcel,  often  aiTiount,  to  more  than  t!ie  oi-ig.nal 
purchase  money  exclusive  of  interest.  They  are,  too.  In 
thousands  of  Instances  charged  wldi  the  maintenance  of 
widows  and  orphans. .  l^he  only  support  of  infancy  and 
of  age. 

.  Creditors  are  also  interested  to  an  immense  extent. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  r  ask  you  sir,  is  it  not 
enough  that  the  present  owners  of  these  lands  should  be 
charged  with  the  original  purchase  money  and  the  inter- 
est upon  it  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  three  fourths 
j  of  a  century,  rfuist  Ihey,  or  ought  they  to  pay  interest 
[  upon  that  interest  for  the  last  twelve  years  and  more. — 
j  But  If  all  these  considerations  are  to  be  viewed  as  of  no 
imp<n-tance.  If  the  government  of  a  free  state — a  gov- 
ernment which  depends  for  its  existence  upon  public 
opinion,  and  which  must  rely  much  moi-e  upon  moral 
and  physical  jiower  for  its  support.  I  had  almost  said 
slr,lfit  will  adopt  the  savage  rule — the  lawless  maxlni  of 
'-Let  hhn  take  who  has  the  power, 
And  let  him  keep  wlio  can." 
I  must  leave  all  I  liave  said  out  of  the  question  and 
confine  myself  entirely  to  a  colde.'iamlnation  of  the  poli- 
cy of  the  proposed  measure.  And  even  on  this  ground 
alone,  I  think  a  reasonable  man  might  be  convinced 
that  the  law  of  1816  ought  to  be  repealed.  A  lartje 
proportion  of  the  lands  in  question  are  actualiy  not  worth 
the  accumulated  amount  of  principal  and  compound 
interest,  now  demsndcd  by  the  state,  though  they  may 
be  of  sufiiclent  value  to  satisfy  the  principal  with  simple 
interest.  If  more  is  exacted  than  is  believed  to  be  ilue, 
the  debtor  rises  agsinst  what  he  conceives  to  be  o])j)res- 
slon,  and  will  not  pay  if  he  can  by  any  means  evade  do- 
ing it.  If  no  more  is  demanrled  th:m  is  thought  just, 
every  exertion  will  be  made  to  satlsfj'  the  claim.  The 
existing  laws  provide  for  the  institution  of  suits  and  the 
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sale  of  lands- — and  that  if  they  will  not  sell  for  enqug-h  to 
disc'hai'g-e  the  amount  due  the  state,  they  shall  be  pur- 
chased tor  the  use  of  the  commonwealth.  And  suppose 
.this  should  be  done  what  would  the  commonwealth  do 
with  tens  of  thousands  of  small  farnis—sell  them?  no 
Certainly,  because  they  would  alreadj' have  been  expos- 

-eJ  to  public  sale,  and  the  state  must  have  out-bidd'-  n  all 
'other  bidders,  and  it  must  also  have  its  money  to  the 
■last  cent.  Lease  them  cut  then,  perhaps.  We  must 
then  have  Farmers  General,  and  Deputy  Farmers  Gen- 
eral,sub-deputies.  I  fear  the  rents  would  not  pay  them, 
and  we  should  be  called  upon  to  pass  acts  for  the  relief 
of  this  army  of  officers.  Al!ow  them  then  to  remain  un- 
occupied.   But  these  are  not  unseated  lands. _  I  must 

.  repeat  it  sir,  they  are  small  well  cultivated  forms — with 
farm  houses  and  barns  and  out-house.s,and  all  thing's  else 
necessary  for  the  comfirt  oi  industrious  families  who  in- 
habit them,  andwei-e  they  to  stand  a  sing-le  year  tenant- 
less,  their  falling  roofs,  broken  windows  and  prostrated 
fences  would  exhibit  beautiful  monuments  of  wisdom. 
And  in  the  meantime  thousand.s  of  our  fellow  citizens 
uould  hsL\e  been  drii^en  from- the  hoines  of  their  fathers 
to  seek  in  other  states,  the  protection  their  owh  bad  de 
nled  them. 

It  has  frequently  been  said  that  to  release  those  who 
have  not  j)aid,  from  the  claim  of  compound  interest 
AVi.uld  be  doing  in  justice  to  those  wlio  have.  I  cannot 
understand  the  fi.ice  of  this  reason;  or  if  I  do  compre- 
hend it  at  all,  it  amounts  simply  to  tliis.  Nut  that  equal 
justice,  but  that  equal  ivjuslice  should  be  done  to  all.  I 
cannot  perceive  sir,  how  two  wrongs  can  make  a  right, 
or  what  satisfaction  it  could  afford  to  those  (rom  m  hom 
rnore  than  was  cfue  was  ah'eady  exacted,  were  they  to  be 
informed  a  like  measure  of  injustice  would  assuredly  be 
meted  out  t<3  cerbtin  other  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

I  should  and  perhaps  I  ought  to  say  more.  I  hardly 
could  have  said  less,  it  is  a  subject  that  deeply  concerns 
a  large  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens.  I  will  not  even 
stop  to  answer  a  -suggestion  that  1  have  somewhere 
heard,  that  the  stite  could  not  now  affoi-d  to  repeal  the 
act  of  1816.  'I'he  state  sir  can  always  afford  to  do  jus- 
tice. Judging  from  the  fiicts  that  have  come  under" my 
observation  and  after  investigating  the  subject  as  flu-  as 
my  limited  opportunities  have  permitted,it  is  my  delibe- 
rate opinion,  that  both  justice  and-policy  require  the 
pass  ige  of  this  bill  more  especially  the  fii-s't  section  of  it, 
which  goes  to  dischaig'.-  those  citiz'Uis  w»ho  are  indebt- 
ed-to  the  state  for  lan,ds  from  the  payment  of-compound 
interest.  .  -  . 


REPORT.         -     ■  • 

Of  the  Cow-inltkc  mi  Inland  Naingrdion  and  Internal  Im 
provements,  relative  to  the  BAi.riMonE  and  SusauE- 

HAN^-A  Rail-JIOAD. 

Mr.  Lehman,  fi-om  the  cominittee  on  inland  naviga- 
tujusand  internal  im]n-ovement,  to  whom  was  referred 
sundiy  petitions  re'ative  to  the  constrtiction  of  a  rail  road, 
by  the  Baltimore  and  Susquthanna  rail  road  company, 
from  Baltunore  to  the  Susquehaima,  and  from  thence  to 
the  borough  of  Carlisle,  made 

R  KPO IIT. 

That  the  time  has  arrived  when  Pennsylvania  has  the 


means,  without  the  aid  of  the  people  of  other  states,  of 
making  such  improvements  as  will  accommodate  all 
parts  of  the  commonwcaUh;  and  the  committee  believe 
tli.at,  as  a  sovereign  slate  of  the  American  confederacy. 
It  IS  her  pohcy  and  her  right,  as  far  as  possible,  to  adopt 
the  prmciple  that  her  highways  are  to  be  kept  under  her 
own  controul.  The  expediency  of  placing  the  leading 
loads  of  a  state  in  the  hands  of  corporations,  has  in  all 
ages  been  qt.estioned;  and  some  of  the  wisest  statesmen 
mculcate  the  maxim,  that  roads  and  canals  are  to  be 
made  by  the  state,  and  to  be  kept  in  the  hands  of  the 
■s.ate.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  wisdom  of  this 
maxim,  so  far  as  respects  the  incorporation  of  our 
own  c.ti7ens  it  is  believed  that  the  incorporation  of 


persons  who  are  not  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
object  of  the  petition,  with  power  to  raise  a  revenue 
froiTi  the  people,  and  who  may  contrive  to  conduct  their 
business  bt-yond  the  vigilance  and  reach  of  ourdaws, 
ought  not  to  engage  the  serious  attention  of  the  leg'isla- 
ture. 

The  petitioners  ask  for  a  charter  to  citizens  of  Mary- 
land, to  make  a  rail  road,  which  is  to  begin  in  Baltimore, 
and  to  pass  in  front  of  the  Pennsylvania  Capital,  under 
the  e3'e  of  the  Pennsyvaiva  legislature,  and  to  penetrate 
through  the  heart  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  profits  of  Pennsylvania  trade  to  a  city 
which  pays  no  revenue  to  the  slate,  and  is  be^'ond  her 
jurisdiction.  The  petitioners  further  ask  that  the  cor- 
poration be  allowed  to  act  as  a  transportation  company, 
and  that  their  property  be  exempt  fi-om  taxation,  and 
that  they  may  make  the  road,  not  as  a  public  highway, 
but  as  a  monopoly  to  be  exclusively  used  by  the  com- 
pany, or  at  the  pleasure  of  the  company.  It  is  believed 
that  the  grant  of  such  privileg'es  is  not  due  to  any  prin- 
ciple of  comity  or  justice,  and  is  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  slate  pi-ide  and  state  policy.  It  would  have 
a  tendency  to  deprive  the  state  of  tlie  trade  which  will 
be  one  of  the  elements  of  her  future  greatness;  and 
with  whatever  care  the  «hartcr  might  be  guarded,  the 
■humiliating  spectacle  would  soon  be  exhibited  of  the 
country  of  Penn  and  Franklin,  pleading  for  her  rights  at 
Washington,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  against 
a  corporate  power  located  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Balti- 
more. An  absolute  and  exclusive  controul  over  the 
highways,  expecting  only  what  is  conceded  to  the  pa- 
ternal government  of  the  United  States,  is  the  constitu- 
tional right,  and  is  part  of  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
state,  and  ought  only  to  be  given  up  when  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  construction  of  works  bearing  a  na- 
tional impress.  The  work  in  contemplation,  is  urged 
upon  the  ground  of  mere  local  accommodation,  so  far 
as  respects  our  own  citizens;  and  when  it  becomes  ex- 
pedient to  construct  it,  a  due  regard  for  the  character 
and  interests  of  the  state  will  require  its  construction 
either  b}^  the  government  or  by  our  own  citizens. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  citizens  of  Maryland  offer  to  im- 
prove our  state  at  their  own  expense.  It  must,  however, 
be  borne  in  mind, that  when  in  possession  of  thecharter, 
the  company  will  be  enabled  not  only  to  reduce  the  pub- 
lic revenue  arising- from  the  tolls  on  the  Columbia  rail- 
way, and  from  taxes  paid  in  Philadelphia,  but  to  levy 
such  tolls  on  those  who  use  the  road  as  will  produce  di- 
vidends upon  capital  expended  far  beyond  the  amount 
of  legal  interest.  A  recent  report  shows  that  if  the  ro.ad 
is  made,  and  Baltimore  succeeds  in  diverting  the  trade 
of  tile  Susquehanna  from  the  Union  Canal  and  from  the 
rail  way  commenced  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  the 
company  may,  in  the  space  of  four  months,  receive  tolls 
upon  Pennsylvania  products,  to  the  amount  of  §143,000. 

The  committee  concur  in  opinion  with  the  petitioners, 
'■'that  facilities  of  transportation  should  be  created." — 
The  preparatory  measui-es  adopted  by  the  legislature, 
'for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  rail  road  (forty  miles  of 
which  is  now  under  contract,)  to  the  town  of  York,  and 
also  from  Hairisbnrg-,  throug-h  Carlisle,  to  Chambers- 
burg,  prove  that  Pennsylvama  is  alive  to  the  interests  of 
the  fertile^nd  populous  counties  on  the  southern  bor- 
der. It  may  be  also  added,  that  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
will  flow  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  York  &.  Cumber- 
land, and  will,  in  conjunction  with  the  Union  canal  and 
Columbia  rail  road,  furnish  a  cheapermeans  of  transport 
than  any  road  Baltimore  can  make,  and  connect  with  a 
better  market,  either  for  purchase  or  sale,  than  any  to 
be  found  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesai)eake. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  friends  of  the  Maryland  project, 
that  the  people  of  our  own  sea  port  desired  a  monopoly. 
The  committee  believe  that  no  combination, for  the  pur- 
jiose  of  depressing  prices,  can  take  place,  producing 
the  evils  of  a  monopoly  in  the  commercial  metropolis  of 
Pennsylvania.  Its  population  now  exceeds  100,000,  and 
all  are  industrious  and  free.    Its  wealth  is  greater  than 
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that  of  any  city  in  the  Union.  When  the  rail  road  and 
canals  are  completed,  every  body  can  choose  their 
own  time  forgoing-  to  market,  either  to  buy  or  sell.  Its 
harbour  is  secure,  and  its  ships  traverse  every  sea  and 
visit  every  land.  Its  outlet  to  the  ocean  will  soon 
be  accommodated  with  a  breakwateiy  and  guarded  in 
war  by  an  impregnable  fortress.  Under  these  circum- 
•stances,  it  is  in  accordance  wiUi  reason  as  well  as  expe- 
rience to  say,  that  the  evils  of  a  monopoly  can  never 
exist. 

The  committee  protest  against  an  act  of  legislation 
which  will  countenance  witliin  our  limits  a  corpoi-aiion 
designed  to  cripple  the  commercial  energies  and  I'educe 
the  piiblic  revenue  of  Pennsylvania.  They,  however, 
deny  that  there  exists  any  where  a  dispos  tion  to  take 
from  Baltimore  the  natural  or  artificial  avenues  she  now 
enjoys  a;id  that  will  enable  her  to  participate  so  largely" 
in  the  trade  which  will  spring  from  the  improvements  to 
be  made  at  the  sale  e.xpense  and  risk  of  Pennsylvania. 
No  one  will  deprive  her  of  the  turnpike  roads  intersect- 
ing our  border  counties,  and  which  have  poured  so 
much  wealth  into  the  bosom  of  Baltimore,  without  any 
retributory  shop,  bank,  or  collateral  inheritance  taxes, 
•or  auction  duties.  No  one  will  obstruct  ilie  navigation 
■of  the  Susquehanna.  From  the  mouth  of  that  noble 
Pennsylvania  river,  whose  harvest  has  therefore  been 
reaped  by  Maryland,  a  barrel  of  flour  may  still  be  car- 
ried to  Baltimore  for  six  cents,  and  a  ton  of  coal  for  fifty 
cents. 

It  has  frequently  been  asserted  that  the  trade  of  the 
Susquehanna  can  never  find  vent  through  the  channels 
which  lead  to  the  Delaware,  and  that  Baltimore  may  be 
made  the  chief  maritime  town  of  our  state.  The  com- 
mittee will  remark  that  by  examinations  on  behalf  of  the 
state,  a  canal  has  been  found  practicable  from  the  Sus- 
quehanna to  the  Lehigh,  and  which  may,  if  the  trade  re- 
quires it,  pass  a  million  ot  tons  annually,  to  be  afterwards 
passed  through  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia canal.  A  rail  road  has  been  found  practicable, b/"  en-, 
gineers  employed  by  the  state,  from  Supbury,  Danville 
and  Catawissa  to  SchuN  Ikill.  A-iail-road_ lias  beeii  com- 
menced by  the  state  from  Columbia  to  Philaxlelphia. — 
The  Union  canal  will  soon  be  completed  irnder  the 
patronage  of  the  state,  which  has  guaranteed  an  interest 
on  a  large  sit  n.  The  experience  of  last  year  has  proved 
hat  this  canal  when  completed  will  pass  4800  tons  in  24 
hours.  If  then  theUnion  canal  is  navigable  but  8  months,, 
upwards  of  one  million  of  tons  may  be  passed  in  a  single 
j'eai'.  The  report  of  Judge  Scott  and  all  other  authori- 
ties agree  that  not  more  than  the  fifth  of  a  million  of 
tons  have  ever  passed  down  the  Susquehanna  in  one 
year.  These  facts  are  an  answer  and  a  refutation  of  the 
assertion,  that  a  Baltimore  rail  ro;id  will  constitute  a  ne- 
cessary outlet  for  the  trade  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  committee  will  conclude  by  remarking  that 
Pennsylvania  has  embarked  in  a  system  of  improvement 
wliich  has  cost  millions  and  will  cost  many  millions  more. 
It  is  based  upon  tlie  principle  of  accommodating-  every 
county.  The  whole  expense  must  be  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  then  the  plain  dictate  of  pru- 
dence and  policy  to  pause  before  a  public  work  is  au-- 
thorised  at  the  suggestion  of  persons  who  wish  to  draw 
the  trade  of  Pennsylvania  from  her  own  sea  port,  where, 
under  the  system  of  indirect  taxation  adopted  by  Penn- 
sylvania,are  to  be  found  the  caterers  of  the  public  trea- 
sury. The  committee  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  construction  of  roads  within  the 
borders  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  Baltimore  and  Susque- 
hanna rail  road  campany,  v/ould  not  be  In  accordance 
with  public  po[lcy,  and  tliat  the  committee  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


The  schooner  "New  Connecticut,"  sailed  from  Bivff- 
alo,  N.  Y.  on  the  8th,  and  arrived  at  Erie,  Pa.  on  the  10th 
Inst.  This  is  said  to  be  the  first  instance  of  a  trip  being 
performed  between  those  places  in  the  month  of  Jany. 


CANAL  DOCUMENTS. 

Report  and  Estimate  on  the  Survey  of  a  canal  line  from 
Easton  to  Carpenter's  point,  b}'  D.  B.  Dougxass, 
Engineer. 

To  Joseph  M'lhaine,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  for  the 
infoi-mation  of  the  board,  the  following  calculations  and 
estimates  for  a  canal  down  the  Delaware,  fi-om  the  vi- 
cinity of  Carpenter's  pointto  Easton,  the  route  of  which 
was  explored  and  surveyed  by  the  party  under  my  di- 
rectiojis,  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  last. 

Topogi-uphical  character  of  the  route. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  valley  of  the  Dela- 
ware, within  the  limits  of  this  survey,  is  bounded  gene- 
rally on  both  sides  by  rangts  of  high  and  steep  hills, 
having  an  interval  ot  alluvion  or  bottom  land  from  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  halCin  width,  through 
which  the  riyer  winds  its  way.  On  a  large  proportion 
of  the  route,  this  interval  is  of  the  most  favourable  cha- 
racter, and  sufficient!}'  wide  on  the  Penns>  Ivanla  side, 
for  the  construction  and  safety  of  the  canal;  but  in  some 
places  the  river  closes  upon  the  second  bank,  or  upon 
the  slopes  of  the  higher  ground  In  such  a  manner  as  to 
require  for  llie  support  of  the  canal  an  artificial  terrace 
and  slope  wall. 

At  three  places  in  the  course  of  the  route,  the  river 
traverses  distinct  ranges  of  mountains.  The-firstat  Wal- 
pack  bend,  the  second  at  the  Water  Gap,  and  the  third 
at  the  Wygaat  mount;un  near  Easlon.  Here  the  boj'der 
of  alluvion  disappears  altogether,  the  river  is  reduced 
to  a  narrow'  defile,  and  its  shores  become  rocky  and 
precipitous.  Shores  partaking  in  a  less  degree  of  this 
character,  are  alsofoimdin  some  other  parts  of  the  line. 
One  or  two  instances  of  moderate  extent  occur  between 
AValpack  and  the  Water  Gap;  and  again  somewhat 
more  extensiveh' between  the  latter  and  Easton.  The 
rock  in  all  cases  is  lime  stone  or  slate,  except  at  the 
Water  Gap  and  the.Wj  gaat;  at  the  former  of  which  it 
is  chiefly  sand  stone,  and  at  the  latter  what  would  com- 
monly be  denominated  granite.  A  small  intermixture 
of  sand  stone  is  also  seen  at  the  upper  commencement 
of  Walpack  bend. 

Several  tributai'ies  of  the  Delaware  Intersect  it,  wiililn 
the  range  of  our  survey,  and  fui'nish  deep  undulations 
and  Secondary  valle}'s  in  the  slopes  of  the  primary  one. 
As  these  valle3-s,  however,  seldom  run  as  low  as  the  al- 
luvial bottoni  of  the  latter,  they  offer  no  serious  diffi- 
cult}'in  tiie  construction  of  the  canal.  '1  he  most  con- 
siderable of  the  streams  are  the  Bushkill  and  Bi'oad- 
head  creeks;  besides  which,  are  the  Sawklll,  IJanny's 
kill,  Dlngman's  creek.  Cherry  creek,  Kobus'  kill,  Mar- 
tin's creek,  the-  lower  Bushkill,  and  many  others.  .Se- 
veral of  these,  if  necessar}',  can  be  introduced  as  feed- 
ers into  the  canal. 

Dimensions  nf  the  Canal. 

The  plans  and  calculations  which  follow,  have  been 
made  out  for  tivo  different  scales  of  construction.  One 
adapted  to  locks  of  the  width  of  eleven  feet,  and  the 
other  to  those  of  nine  feet.  The  canal,  in  the  former 
case,  is  supposed  40  feet  wide  at  the  sinface,  25  feet  al 
the  bottom,  and  5  feet  deep  which  answ  ers  well  for 
boats  of  40  tons;  in  the  latter,  it  is  assumed  32  feet  wide 
at  the  siuface,  20  at  bottom,  and  4  feet  deep,  which  is 
a  proper  water-way  for  boats  of  25  tons. 

The  lifts  of  the  locks  are  taken  in  both  cases,  at  from 
9  to_10  feet,  according  to  the  supply  of  water.  . 
General  principles  of  the  location. 

As  the  blufl^s  constitute  the  chief  difficulty  of  this 
route,  the  levels  and  location  must  be  adjusted  In  some 
measure,  with  reference  to  them.  In  some  instances 
where  the  bluff's  are  of  inconsiderable  height,  the  pre- 
vious levels  have  been  kept  up  so  as  to  aff'ord  a  mode- 
rate thorough-cut,  without  exposing  the  canal  to  the  ac- 
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tion  of  the  river  at  all.  But  in  other  cases  where  the 
height  has  been  too  great  for  this,  so  as  to  render  a  con- 
struction along  the  face  of  (lie  bluffs  unavoidable,  the 
opposite  moiie  has  generally  been  pursued  with  the  le- 
vels, by  (lrop|)ing  them  as  low  as  the  floods  of  the  river 
would  permit. 

Where  bluffs  have  not  intervened,  and  generally  in 
tracing  the  location  tin-ough  the  flats,  the  levels  have 
been  governed  with  a  view  to  the  saving  of  distance, 
whenever  this  could  be  done  without  sacrificing  any 
considerable  advantage  in  otlier  respects. 

To  these  prehminary  observations,  I  beg  leave  to  add 
a  few  remarks  on  the  location  and  construction  of  the 
principal  works  of  the  line,  before  proceeding  to  the  es- 
timate. 

Ist.  The  dam  across  the  Delaware,  at  the  head  of  the  line. 

This  has  been  located,  after  a  careful  examination  of 
the  ground,  at  a  reef  called  "  Peter's  JRifl,"  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  above  Carpentei-'s  point.  The  river, 
it  is  true,  is  a  little  wider  at  this  place  than  at  Dunning's 
ferry,  a  mile  and  a  half  further  up,  but  its  advantages  in 
other  respects,  and  particularly  with  reference  to  the 
connexion  of  this  navigation  with  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son canal,  are  such  as  I  conceive,  justly  entitle  it  to  the 
preference.  It  is  situated,  for  example,  in  the  s'.iortest 
and  most  direct  line  to  tlie  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal, 
and  afl'ords  an  intersection  witli  that  navigation  near  the 
bend  of  Port  Jei'vis,  equally  convenient  for  the  trade  of 
both  directions. 

2dly.  It  cuts  off  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  expen- 
sive construction  along  the  margin  of  the  river,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  side. 

And  3dly.  It  affords  great  facility  for  leading  off  the 
canal  immcdiateli/,  on  the  line  of  its  general  direction, 
even  witii  a  dam  of  no  more  than  seven  or  eiglit  feet  in 
height.  It  may  be  added  to  these  remarks  also,  as  a  mere 
point  of  fact,  that  with  respect  to  tlie  canal  now  under 
consideration,  this  location  takes  off'  ncarli/  ten  feet  of 
lockage. 

It  is  prnjiosed  to  construct  the  dam  at  this  place  with 
a  waster  of  600  feet,  and  witil  a  curvature  of  20  feet  up 
stream,  to  adjust  the  work  in  such  a  m:uiner  tliat  the 
foot  of  the  apron  sliall,  at  the  same  time,  range  in  a  direct 
line  across  the  stream.  This  will  g-lve  a  very  lengthened 
sloi)e  to  the  apron  m  the  middle,  where  it  is  also  pro- 
posed to  make  the  lip  of  the  waster  a  foot  and  a  half 
/oioec  than  at  the  wings.  The  level  to  be  retained  is 
lOv^  below  bench  No.  2.  A  dam  thus  constructed  be- 
sides being  very  strong,  will  be  perfectly  safe  and  con- 
venient for  the  passnge  of  rafts  and  river  craft  at  all 
stages  of  the  water. 

2d.  The  line  from  Carpenter'' s point  to  the  crossing:  of  the 
Bushkill. 

I'liis  division  of  the  route  comprehends  about  two 
miles  of  blufis  and  sldelings,  requiring  the  construction 
by  terrace  and  slope  wall,  i^rincipally  at  Mllford,  Cave 
bank,  the  Bluffs  near  .ludge  Dingman's.  and  that  above 
Daniel  llornbacks.  In  the  generahty  of  these  cases  the 
teri'ace  may  be  formed  in  the  ordinary  way  of  excavation 
and  embankment,  but  on  a  part  of  that  at  Milford,  and 
also  of  ih;it  at  Cave  bank,  it  is  thought  more  advisable  to 
construct  it  entirely  exterior  to  the  present  slope.  Be- 
sides the  loctdities  mentioned,  there  are  aho  about  the 
.s.ame  length  of  sidelings  in  diUerent  parts  of  this  sub-di- 
vision  which  are  in  a  great  measure  avoided  by  the  man- 
agement of  the  levels,  as  heretofore  explained,  and 
l)aved  by  extra  cuttings  from  above,  only  one  of  which 
exceeds  sixteen  feet  in  the  deepest  part!  In  all  other 
respects  tins  portion  of  the  route  is  favourabic,  being 
composed  almost  wholly  of  fine  arable  flats,  and  light 
sod.  ° 

A  basin  is  projected  in  the  mouth  of  the  Sawkill  op- 
Jjoslte  Milford,  but  which  requires  no  extra  expense. 
All  the  other  streams  are  passed  by  culverts. 

2,d.  Crossing  at  Bushkill. 

This  is  proposed  by  means  of  a  dam,  with  an  embank- 


ment of  moderate  height  across  the  flats  to  the  second 
bank  on  the  south  side,  and  bringing  down  the  line  to  the 
level  of  the  reservoir  thus  formed,  by  a  lock  of  9  feet, 
connected  with  the  abutment  of  the  dam  on  the  north 
side.  This  crossing  might  be  effected  by  means  of  a 
wooden  aqueduct,  witliout  bringing  down  the  line;  but 
this  would  require  a  very  expensive  embankment  across 
the  flats,  and  the  addition  of  a  separate  dam  and  feeder 
for  the  supply  of  the  canal— to  which  the  plan  proposed 
is  considered  decidedly  preferable.  A  spacious  waste 
vvier  is  projected  for  this  dam,  to  consist  of  five  sections, 
with  intermediate  piers  of  masonry,  upon  which  the  tow 
path  bridge  is  supported,  and  a  grating  for  4:he  security 
of  the  navigation  in  times  of  high  water.-  r 

4th.  TValpack  Bend 

The  laurel  region  of  Walpack  Bend,  commonly  de- 
signated by  the  name  of  ''Greenland,"  has  without  im- 
propriety been  considered  as  one  of  the  chief  difficul- 
ties of  this  route.  The  flats  here,  as  already  observed, 
disappear  entirely,  and  the  river  closes  to  the  very  base 
of  the  mountain.  This  mountain  is  composed  of  alter- 
nating strata  of  limestone  and  slate,  the  ledges  of  which, 
covered  with  a  partial  layer  of  soil,  constitute  the  face 
of  the  slope  on  which  the  l;ne  of  canal  is  to  be  construct- 
ed. 'I  he  water,  however,  is  not  deep,  and  with  a  little 
labour  in  blasting,  there  is  the  greatest  abundance  of 
-material,  both  for  the  terrace  and  its  protecting  walls. 

The  whole  length  ( f  this  reach  is  about  a  mile,  and  as 
it  makes  a  very  deep  inflexion  in  the  line,  with  a  consi- 
derable increase  of  its  neat  length,  I  was  induced  to  ex- 
amine the  mountain  tl'ansverseiy,  with  reference  to  the 
practicability  of  a  tunnel,  by  which  this  circuitous  bend, 
and  a  part  at  least  of  the  difficult  construction  at  the  base 
of  the  mountain,  might  be  avoided.  The  result  proved 
more  favourable  than  I  expected.  It  was  discovered, 
that  at  a  little  more  than  six  hundred  yards  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  laurel  region,  and  about  nine  hundred  from 
the  end,  a  line  of  only  266  yards  would  reach  through 
the  mountain  to  the  flats  on  the  ojjposite  side;  which, 
by  a  confirmation  at  this  particular  point,  afforded  a 
choice  of  levels  and  the  most  favourable  ground  almost 
at  the  very  base  ofthe  rocks.  The  species  of  the  rock, 
as  already  "observed,  vs  limestone  and  slate,  of  which 
the  latter  appears  predominant;  and  it  may  be  added, 
that  from  the  order  and  position  of  the  strata,  it  is  ex- 
tremely improbable  that  any  other  kind  of  rock  will  be 
metv.  itli  in  the  excavation  of  a  tunnel  at  this  place. 

The  expense  of  excavating  a  tunnel  \inderSuch  circum- 
stances, it  is  not  difficult  to  calculate.  It  requires  nei- 
ther 4/;f//7s,  shouriiig,  or  linings  and  to  many  ofthe  inci- 
dental difficulties  and  expenses,  therefore,  of  an  ordi- 
nary tunnel,  it  is  wholly  unexposed.  The  cubic  quan- 
tity ofthe  excavation  and  liie  price  per  }ard,  sufficient- 
ly augmented  to  cover  all  the  difficulty  of  excavating  in 
a  confined  situation,  furni-h  at  once,  and  with  cerlaiiit)', 
the  most  important  item  in  tiie  estimate.  The  expense  of 
rock  excavation,  imder  such  circumstances,  including 
its  removal  along  the  drift  to  an  extreme  distance  of 
nineti/  yards,  has  been  taken  at  one  dollar  per  cubic 
yard,  by  the  United  States  bt'ard  of  engineers  in  the 
case  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canals.  The  excava- 
tion in  the  deep  cut  at  Lock  Port,  which  is  an  extreme- 
ly hard  lime  stone,  and  in  a  situation  almost  as  confined 
as  a  tunnel,  rest  J*-!  75  per  cubic  Vard.  The  tunnel  on 
the  Schuylkill  navigation,  through  a  haid  slate  rock  re- 
quiring blast,  cost"§2  00  per  cubic  yard;  that  on  the 
Union  canal,  also  in  slate,  a  few  cents  more,  and  the 
same  kind  of  rock,  in  the  open  air,  50  cents  per  yard,-— - 
This  last  fact  gives  the  ratio  of  tunnel  excavation,  to  that 
in  the  open  air  in  the  case  of  the  Union  tunnel  as  4  to  1, 
which  agrees  very  nearly  with  I'esults  furnished  by  the 
tunne  l  at  Mauch  Chunk,  if  we  reduce  th.e  drifts  to  the 
same  length,  which  wc  must  remark  is  a  greater  one 
than  will  be  reqtiired  at  Walpack  bend. 

The  excavation  of  the  rocks  at  Walpack  bend,  in  the 
open  air,  cannot  reasonably  be  estimated,  according  to 
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prices  paid  elswhere  on  the  Pennsylvania  canals, at  more 
than  50  cents  per  cubic  }  ard,  and  it  m'g-ht  safely  be  in- 
ferred therefore,  from  what  has  been  stated  that  the  ex- 
cavations in  the  tunnel  would  not  exceed  2  dollars  per 
cubic  yard;  for  the  greater  certainty  however,  I  have 
taken  it  in  the  estimate  at  ^2  50. 

The  dimensions  proposed  for  this  tunnel  are  15  feet 
averag'e  heig-ht,  and  a  width  of  Kve  feet  in  addition  to 
the  width  of  a  lock;  that  is,  16  feet  for  the  large  canal 
and  14  for  the  small.    Four  feet  of  th'.s  width  in  either 
case,  to  be  occupied  by  a  wooden  gallery  for  the  tow- 
ing path,  supported  on  wrought  iron  staunchers,  and 
bolted  to  the   side  of  the  tunnel.    This  will  suffice 
without  recesses  for  the  passage  of  one  boat  at  a  time, 
wliich  is  abundantly  "sufficient,  considering   that  the 
whole  length  ofthe  drift  is  scarcely  equal  to  the  Roch- 
ester aqueduct.  With  these  measures,  and  the  i-a,te  per 
yard  as  above,  and  making  allov/anct  s  equally  liberal, 
for  the  other  items  of  the  construction,  it  will  be  seen 
by  the  comparative  estimate  hereaftergiven.that  a  saving 
of  nearly  nine  thousand  dollars  will  still  be  accomplished 
on  the  large  canal  &  600  on  the  small  one,  by  taking  the 
tunnel  route  in  preference  to  that  round  the  point;  and 
in  distance  a  mile  and  a  quarter.    I  have  not  hesitated 
therefore,  in  presenting  this  as  the  proper  location,  but 
that  the  purposes  ot'lhe  board  may  be  answered  under 
ever}^  possible  view  of  the  case,    I  have  also  given  a 
Jocation  and  estimate  for  the  route  round  the  bend. 
5th.  From  IValpack  Bendto  Broadkead's  creeh. 
There  are  a  mile  and  a  half  of  bluffs  and  sidelings  in 
this  division  requiring  slope  wall,  Sec.  of  vvhlch  650yds. 
contain  ledges  of  limestone  in  d'lffVrent  proportion.s. — 
The  construction  in  these  caaes,  however,  does  not  ma- 
terially difler  from  that  generally  employed,  except  that 
the  terrace  is  more  exclusively  exterior  to  the  face  of 
the  present  slopes.    The  quantity  of  terrace   work  is 
thus  increased,  and  in  some  instances  also  the  price  a 
little  enhanced  by  the  less  facility  of  procuring  earth; 
b\it  on  the  other  hand  the  ledges  of  rock  afford  the  ma- 
terial for  slope  waMing  at  a  move  ea^y  rate,  and  in  this 
wa\  probably  reduce  the  aggi  ei^ate  expense  in  all  ordi- 
luir'y  cases,  to  about  the  same  as  for  other  slopes.  There 
are'also  in  addition  to  the  above,  about  J2iJ0  yards  of 
sideling  ground,  on  which  slope  wall  is  avoided  by  cut- 
tings, generally  of  moderate  depth,  but  in  one  instance 
amounting  on  a  short  distance,  and  with  very  easy  dig- 
ging, to  26  feet.    Small   proportions  of  limestone  are 
contained  in  about  300  yards  of  the  blafF,:^  last  mention- 
ed. 

No  other  constructions  worth}'  of  note  occur  on  this 
sub-division,  the  generality  ofthe  remainder  consists  of 
fine  level  flats  similar  to  those  above  Bushkill,  already 
described. 

6th-  Crossing  Brottdhead's  creek..   :  . 

This  is  done  by  a  wonden  aqueduct  and  embankment 
across  the  Flats.  There  is  .so  little  fdl  in  the  creek 
from  the  crossing  place  to  its  mouth,  that  it  would  bring 
the  canal  within  the  range  of  the  Delaware  floods  to 
lock  down  and  cross  with  a  dam  as  at  Bushkill,  and  to 
cross  by  this  means,  without  locking  down  would  be  in- 
expedient in  many  points  of  view,  and  much  more  ex- 
pensive than  an  aqueduct.  A  feeder  dam  is  propos- 
ed about  400  yards  above  the  aqueduct,  and  a  line  of- 
feeder  to  Intersect  the  canalattlie  south  end  of  the  em- 
bankment. 

'  About  700  yds.  from  the  embankment  of  Broadhead's 
creek,  the  line  crosses  Cherry  creek  by  a  culvert  or  a- 
queduct  of  stone.  Ledges  of  limestone  border  this 
creek  on  the  south  side,  and  for  a  short  distance  the  line 
is  partially  excavated  in  that  rock. 

7th.  The  Water  Gap. 
This  is  well  known  on  the  passage  of  the  Delaware 
through  the  Blue  ridge.    At  its  entrance  from  the  north 
it  presents  a  range  of  high  mural  precipices  almost  at  the 
water's  edges;  but  these  recede  after  about  400  yards, 


and  the  mountain  assumes  a  natural  slope,  compose  d  of 
a  mixture  of  sand-stone  frag-ments  a)id  earth,  with  a  nar- 
row irregular  border  of  alluvion  along  its  base.  Towards 
the  lower  extremiiy,  the  rock  re-appears  in  places  and 
again  forms  a  shoie  of  a  steep  and  ruL^ged  character. 
Total  length  of  the  pass  about  2500  yards. 

The  construction  of  a  canal  througli  this  gap  will  be 
nearly  after  the  same  manner  as  at  VValpack  and  oiher 
places,  where  ledges  of  rocks  occur.  In  the  nortli  part, 
where  the  rocks  are  in  mass  and  of  great  hardness,  it 
will  probably  be  attended  with  somewhat  greater  ex- 
pense, and  so  also  on  a  portion  near  the  south  end,  but 
with  these  exceptions,  the  line  through  the  (jap  will  as- 
suredly be  less  expensive  than  along  the  mountain  at 
the  Walpack;  the  slope  is  more  gentle,  the  rocks  more 
in  loose  fragments,  and  the  proportion  of  the  earth  much 
more  considerable. 

?>th.  From  the  Water  Gap  to  Long  Rift. 
This  comprehends  no  species  of  construction  that  has 
notalrerdy  been  described.  About  1,900  yards  ofBlutts 
occur,  requiring  tci  race;  but  of  which  only  one  reach  of 
800  yards,  at  the  end  ofthe  fiftieth  mile,  is  any  way  re- 
markable either  for  heiglit  or  continuous  extent. 

No  rock  worthy  of  tiotlce,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
route  favorable,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  slight  cut- 
tings amounting  to  about  1000  yards  in  all. 

9th.  Long  Rift. 

The  bluffs  at  this  place  differ  from  those  heretofore 
described  it  .being  composed  wholly  of  slate.  The 
ledges  of  w  hich  rise  lather  precipitously  to  a  height  of 
from  20  to  80  feet, and  then  pass  off  with  a  more  gi  adual 
slope  and  covering-  of  soil.  A  broad  waterwoi  n  shelf  of 
the  same  rock  skuts  along  the  base,  at  4  or  5  feetabove 
the  wa!er,and  forms  a  substantial  foundation  for  the  coii- 
struction  of  the  canal,  except  along  the  southern  part  of 
the  range  which  is  formed  by  the  allernation  ol  rockv 
points  of  10<3r  12  feet  in  heiglit,  with  pools  of  w;iter. 

The  construction  ofthe  line  along- the  higher  parts  of 
this  bluff,  will  have  to  be  chiefly  w/tr/w,  unless  these 
points  should  be  chosen  in  qnarryini^  stone  f'jr  the 
slopes.  Along  the  less  elevated  portions,  it  may  be 
formed  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  earthy  slopes,  and 
often  with  almost  as  little  labour. 

The  entire  length  ofthe  bluff  hicludinga  short  dis- 
tance on  which  the  rock  disappears,  is  about  a  mde. 
mh.  Foul  Rift. 
The  shore  opposTte  this  reef  is  a  bold,  though  not 
very  elevated^  precipice  of  lime  stone,  and  this  descrip- 
tron,  connected  with  the  known  chat acter  of  tlie  rapid, 
will  at  once  suggest  the  motive  for  a  coi.sti-uction,by  ex- 
cavating from  above,  rather  than  terracing  from  helow. 
For  this  purpose  the  levels  are  retained,  from  the  foot 
ofthe  18th  lock,  four  miles  above,  and  thus  a  heiglit 
gained  by  which  the  depth  of  cutting  is  reduced  to  a- 
bout  12  feet  in  the  deepest  place;  and  the  total  extent 
of  cutting  in  which  rock  predominated  to  about  600  yds. 
To  pass  this  with  as  little  expense  as  possible,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  excavate  the  canal,  as  far  as  the  rock  extends 
without  slopes:  retaining  the  same  bottom  breadth  as 
elswhere.   The  decent  ofthe  ground  immediately  affei- 
passing  these  ledges  produces  an  unusual  assemblage 
of  locks  at  this  place;  three  being  placed  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, and  a  fomlh,  a  short  distance  down  the  flat, 
11th.  From.  Foul  Rift  to  the  Wyguat. 
The  proportion  of  bluffs  on  this  part  of  the  line,  is 
rather  greater,  for  the  distance,  than  any  heretofore  de-. 
scribed;  but  as  they  involve  no  different  mode  of  con- 
struction, it  will  not  be  necessary  to  notice  them  partic- 
ularly.   The  whole  extent  of  terrace  work  required  is 
about  two  miles  and  a  quarter,  of  which  half  a  mile  is 
rocky.    There  are  also  besides  this,  about  300  j  ards  of 
steep  rocky  sideling  near  Martin's  creek,  where  the 
line  is  formed  by  an  excavation  and  e.Tibankment,  sup- 
ported in  part  by  a  rough  masonry  wall.    A  small  por- 
tion of  lock  cutting  also  occurs  in  some  parts  of  the  line 
not  included  in  the  preceding. 
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A  wide  stone  culvert  will  be  required  for  the  passage 
of  Martin's  creek. 

From  the  Wygaat  to  Easton. 
The  construction  of  ;i  canal  on  this  remaining-  fraction 
oftlie  route, will  depend  essentially  upon  the  views  that 
in:iy  he  adopted  with  regard  to  tlie  Delaw:u-e  dam. — 
Should  such  a  da]n  be  consti'ucted  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kaston,  and  of  a  sufficient  helglit  to  serve  as  a  feeder 
f()rthe  lower  section  of  the  Dehiware  can;d,  :it  its  pi  e- 
sent  assumed  level,  it  would  back  up  In  time  of  low  wa- 
ter, about  4-|  feet  at  the  foot  of  the  Wygaat  rapid.  In 
this  case,  the  canal  should  be  locked  down  just  above 
the  Wygaat  moinitain,  and  continued  by  a  well  pi-otect- 
ed  tow-path  along  the  maigln  of  the  lake  thus  formed. 
No  difficulty  would  be  ex[)erlenced  in  graduating  tlie 
level  of  the  tow  p.ath,  to. the  range  of  high  &,  low  water, 
as  that  range  would  probably  be  diminished  at  least  one 
half  by  the  construction  of  the  clam.     At  the  Bushkill, 
a  comparatively  sllg-lit  bridge  only  would  be  necessary 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  tow-path;  and  from  that 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Lehig-h,  tlie  connexion  would  be 
formed  by  a  succession  of  piers  and  bridges  passing  near- 
ly in  a  direct  line  under  the  Delaware   bi-ldge.  This 
would  admit  the  formation  of  basins  in  connexion  with 
the  canal, between  the  tow-path  and  Water  street, which 
would  have  also  an  uninterrupted  communication  with 
the  river  at  larg-e.  But  should  a  different  plan  be  adopt- 
ed with  regard  to  the  dam,  so  as  not  to  back  up  the  wa- 
ter in  the  manner  described,  the  mode  of  construction 
for  the  up-river  canal  would  be  essentially  dUlerent.  In 
case  the  line,  after  a  single  lockage  at  the  W3'gaat  would 
be  terraced  i-ound  the  the  pouit  of  that  mountain,  and 
along  the  rocky  sidellngs  between  that  and  Easton,  in 
the  manner  already  explained  for  cases  oftliis  kind.  It 
would  then  reqtiire  a  substantial  aqueduct  across  the 
Bushkill,  and  an  embankment  along  the  front  of  the 
town,  at  least  one  lift  higher  tlian  the  surface  of  water  in 
the  former  case,  to  si-cure  it  against  the  freshes  of  the 
river,  and  finally  locking  down  into  the  head  basin  of 
the  lower  canal.    This  although  it  might  be  equally 
convenient  for  the  inhabitants  of  Easton,  as  regards  the 
trade  of  the  canal  above,  would  interrupt  in  some  de- 
gree their  comnuinicatlons  with  the  river;  and  I  need 
not  add,  tliat  it  would  be  much  more  expensive  tlian 
the  other  construction.    By  the  comparative  estimate 
given  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this  report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  tlie  dllf'erence  of  expense  will  be  $2  1,565,  if 
a  small  canal  be  adopted,  and  ^'26,903,  in  the  case  of  a 
large  canal;  and  as  I  am  not  aware  of  any  countervailing 
argument  ot  equal  weight,  I  have  adopted  the  basin  lo- 
cation as  the  basis  of  my  calculations.    The  ])arallel  lo- 
cation and  estimate  however,  will  furnish  all  necessary- 
information  in  case  this  view  should  not  be  approved  by 
the  Board. 

The  total  length  of  the  line  thus  desci'ibed,  is  66  miles 
and  12S  rods,  and  the  total  lockage  from  the  dam  at  Pe- 
ter's Rift,  to  the  level  of  the  lower  canal,  259  feet  and  a 
very  small  fraction.  The  total  lei:gth  of  sidellngs  and 
bluffs,  requiring  any  particulai-lty  of  construction  is  13^ 
miles;  of  this  four  miles  are  passed  by  cuttings  of  various 
depths,  generally  moderate,  viz.  1200  yards  in  limestone 
ledges  and  the  residue  in  earth.  The  remaining  nine 
and  a  half  miles  are  terraced,  viz.  three  and  a  half  miles 
along  rocky  slopes  and  s'x  along  those  of  clay  ground, 
&c.  These  measures  of  course  do  not  include  the  900 
yards  of  rocky  slope  avoided  by  the  tunnel,  nor  the 
rocky  sidellngs  between  the  Wygaat  and  Easton,  avoid- 
ed by  the  basin  location.  The  remainder  of  the  route, 
nearly  53  miles  in  length,  consists  chiefly  of  arable  flats, 
very  favourable  in  point  of  levels  and  soil. 

Estimate. 

fn  the  following  estimate  the  quantity  and  cost  of  ev- 
ery species  of  construction,  including  tools,  is  exhibited 
for  each  mile  separately. 

The  quantities  of  excavation  have  been  minutely  cal- 
culated for  every  variation  of  the  transverse  section  in 


each  mile;  and  the  prices  per  cubic  yard,  are  inferred 
from  the  actual  excavation  of  similar  soils  in  the  vicinity, 
or  elsewhere,  on  the  Pennsylvania  canals,  viz.  for  earth, 
as  loam,  clay,  gravel,  &c.  from  7  to  10  cents;  for  rocky 
soil,  from  lSto25  cents;  and  for- rocks  of  lime  stone  and 
hard  s'ate,  40  to  50  cents;  embankment  12  to  20  cents. 
The  locks  are  estimated  according  to  the  prices  of  ma- 
terials and  workmanship,  at  496  dollars  per  foot  for  the 
9  feet  locks,  and  at  576  dollars  per  foot  for  those  of  11 
feet.  .  Culverts,  estimated  in  like  manner,  are  taken  at 
250  to  300  dollars  for  those  of  the.  smallest  size;  450,  for 
those  of  5  feet;  650,  for  those  of  8  feet,  and  larger  sizes 
in  proportion.  Wooden  constructions  are  only  used  as> 
cidverts  or  aqueducts  when  the  situation  does  not  admit 
of  arching  slope  walls,  for  out-side  slopes,  are  taken  at 
30  to  60  cents  per  square  yard,  according  to  the  facility 
of  procuring  stone;  and  for  inside  slopes,  at  12  and  15 
cents.  Puddling  25  cents  per  cubic  yard.  Bridges,, 
from  200  to  300  dollars  each.  Fencing,  240  dollars  per 
mile.  Grubbing,  from  480  to960  dollars,  Roads,  from 
6  to  9  dollars  per  perch. 

ESTIMATE. 
77(6  dam  at  Peters''  Rift. 
Waster  600  feet  long  with  a  curvature  of  20  feet  up 
stream,  to  be  built  of  crib  work,  filled  in  with  stone  and 
finished  with  hewn  timber,  laid  close  in  the  thread  of 
the  stream  with  slopes  up  and  down.  The  up-streani 
slope  to  have  a  uniform  base  of  18  feet,  and  to  be  well, 
puddled  and  gravelled: — that  down  stream  to  have  a 
base  of  30  feet  at  the  wings  and  50  in  the  middle — 
height  of  the  lip  9  feet  above  lowest  water  at  the  wings, 
ami  7^  in  the  middle.  Abutments  to  be  of  good  mason- 
ry, filled  up  with  gravel,  20  feet  high  and  48  feet  up  and 
down  stream,  with  wings  of  masonry  above  and  slope 
wall  below — Estimate  viz: 

.    .  .  ;  Small  Large 

.    .         ■        "      '  Canal.  Canal. 

S 11, 335  00  same. 
1st  Mile  commencing  with  a 
guard  lock  at  the  dam;  continues  - 
along  shore  50  yards,  and  then 
rounds  into  its  direction  with  an 
extreme  of  11  feet, cutting  above 
water  line,  which  runs  down  to 
sui'fiice,  cutting  at  780  yards. 
Lock  No.  1,  at  1000  yards  from 
the  guard  lock;  fine  flats  of  san- 
dy loam;  very  easy  digging,         14,796  30    17,369  80' 

2c/  Mile  continues  in  the  same 
course  with  the  preceding,  near 
the  foot  of  the  high-land.  Gen- 
erally a  level  flat  and  easy  dig- 
ging,      -       -       -       -  4,824  80      5,300  00 

'2d  Mile  inclines  towards  tlie 
second  bank,  and  begins  to  cut 
in  near  the  end.  Generally  easy 
digging;  rather  gravelly  towards 

the  end,       ....       3,304  50      4,000  20 

4//j  Mile.  Extra  cutting  on  the 
first  half  mile,  along  the  brow  of 
the  bank;  extreme  depth  9  feet 
above  water,  remainder  favora- 
ble, except  heavy  embankment 
at  crossing-  Quick's  tail  race,  easy 

digging,       -       -       -  9,516  00    10,754  00 

5th  Mile  passes  along  the  face 
of  a  moderate  second  bank,  one 
thousand  yards,  then  locks  down 
and  keeps  the  flat  to  the  end. 
.Stones  on  the  first  part;  light 

sandy  loam  on  the  last,       -         8,688  44    10,194  80 

(ith  Mile  passes  wholly  through 
fine  arable  flats,  lock  No.  3  near 
the  beg-inning;  soil,  light  sandy      ■   "    •  ■  ' 

loam,       ....  8,173  20     9,463  20 

7th  Mile.  The  fir.st  one  thou- 
sand yards  pass  along  the  face  of 
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24,452  .00 


4,52r  20     5,554' 40 
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the  Mllford  Bluffs,  requiring- ter- 
race and  slope   wall,  except  a 
small  part  near  tlie  Vandeinaik; 
cuts  into  the  point  of  the  bluff  . 
near  the  south  end;  dam  at  Saw-      ,^  . 
kill,  with  a  waste  of  60  feet  in  2-  -  '  - 
sections  and  extreme  height  of. .       -  > 
16;  slig-ht  extra  cutting-  near  the  ,  ;         .  -  '  ■ 
.  end  of  the  mile^  soil  g-ravelly,      21,620  00 

8//i  Jfi/is  lakes  the  slope  oftlie  :-  " 
second  bank   back  of   Judge  ^  ! 
Brinks',  and  continues  it  to  the:  /- iy-i'^ 
end.     Soil  generally  easy  dig--_;;^.^V".  f^-^j.;, 
ging,  with  a  mixture  of  gravel  irt 
places,       -       -  - 

9th  Mile-  Exti'a  cutting  on  a 
short  distance  near  the  begiTi- 
ning;  passes  close  in  fi'ont  of  W. 
Brink's  barn,and  thence  makes  a 
straight  course,  with  ordinary 
cutting  through  afine  arable  flat; 
very  easy  digging;  light  loam, 

10th  Mile  contmues  on  aline     ,.' -i.c 
with  the  preceding,-^-ery  nearly," 
to  the  crossing  of  Kamyskill,  anJV  .  ' V'--'" 
so  passes  60  yards  east  of  the  '     .  '  '  '  '. 
present  Bridg-e.    Lock  No.  4,  / 
north  side  of  Ramj'skilVgradu-   -  -  r.  r'-r- 
ates  the  line  to  tli£  crossing  level;  -.y!-^'--::. 
lock  No.  5  near  the  end  of  tHi?^  ,v  \'  c."-.-! 
mill.    Slight  extra  cutting  at  the 
point  of  hill,  south  of  Raniysklll;  ,  .  ^ 
arable  flats,  light  loam,     .  ' ,  - i6',07'5  .'60.' 

11  th  Mile  continues  near  the 
foot  of  the  upland,  on  f  ivourable      .     .  ' 
ground,  to  700  yards,  the  begin-  V 
ning  of  Cave  Bank;  thence  ter-  ■ 
race  and  slope  wall  to  t]ie  «nd. 
Clay  loam  on  the  first  part,"Io6se, 
indurated  clay  on  the  last,       , .  16,7'94  40- 

12th  Mile.  BhifFbank  contin-':.' '  ■  ■'  ("_, 
lies  880  yards,  the  line  then  cuts  .  . 
in  with  an  extra  cutting  of  11  (t. 
above  water,  to  which  runs  to  _ 
surface  cutting  near  the  end  of  ; 
the  mile.    Soil  of  tlie  bank  liglit,  '.^ 
sand,  inclining  to  wash;  sandy  ""'''v'. 
loam  on  the  last  part,  and  vciy 
easy  digg-ing,       -    -  - 

15lh  3Hle  closes  on  the  up- 
slope,  and  cuts  in  at  500  yards, 
(hen  moderate  extra  cutting  ,on 
the  brow  and  face  of  the  general 
slope  to  the  end;  soil  on  the  first 
part  light  loam,  then  sloney, 

14:th  Mile.  Three  hundred 
yards  same  as  the  preceding, 
then  fine  arable  flatsfor  1200  yds; 
Sround  then  becomes  sideling,  & 
requires  slope  wall  on  a  small 
portion  rear  the  end;  soil,  light 
loam  with  some  gravel;  stoney 
near  the  end,       -       -       -  ' 

15th  Mile.  Slope  wall  C'qnti- 
nues  to  150  yards.  The  line  then 
g-ains  the  flats,  with  slight  extra 
cnlting,  and  continues  on  favora- 
ble ground  to  the  end,  except  an 
embankment  at  Dingman's  cr'k; 
soil,  sandy  loam,. 

16//t  Mile,  Descends  by  lock 
No.  6,  to  a  lower  level,  and  pas- 
ses wholly  through  fine  arable 
flats;  soil,  sandy  loam,. 

17th  Mile  paisses' wholly  tBro' 
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5,404  00     4,220  20 
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18,218-,  40 


14,692  00    16,412  40 


6,270  60,    7,459  60 


8,900  30     9,852  30 


8,282  00     9,882  30 


4,36a  ,80     4,805  60 


7,490  00     8,896  00 


4,126  00     5,124  40 


'3;200. 60  "3,878  20 


fine  arable  flats,to  the  right  bank 
of  Hornbeck's  brook;  soil,  san- 
dy loam,        -.      -  r 
./  iS^A  Mile  continues  tlirotigh 

^flats;  soil,  sandy  loam;  closes  up- 
on the  second  bank  near  th&end, 
and  becomes  g-ravelly 

I9tk  A/iVe  passes  round  a  bliiff 
bank,  with  terrace  and  slope  wall 
400  yards,  then  deep  cutting  the  ,  • 

isame  distance,  from  23  to  12  ft. 

rabove  water,  small  embankment' 

.at  Daniel  Hornbeck's,  and  then 
flatsto  theend;  soil,  sandy  aTid 

sandy  Icam— very  easy       -  ..  ..  16,325  20    17i658  80 

'  '2,0th,  Mile.    Ground  on  pirt  of  - 

the  distance  slightly  rolling;  soil, 

lig'ht  loam    -       -       -  - 
■ -ilst  Mile-    Passes  on  to  the 

-wheat  plains — fine  arable  flats — 

Look  No.  7  near  the  end.  Sandy 
loam ;  very  easy . --- 
■    22d  Mile.  Continuation  of  the 

wheat  plains — soil  as  before — 

Lock  Na.  8  near  the  beginning,    7,593  20     8,955  80 
.  md  Mile.  Flats  generally  of  ,/  - 
.the  same  character  except  nar-  n  ^- -..  - 
Tower  on  the  first  part.  Soil, 
-sandy  loam  and  gravel, 
";  .:24/^  MVe.  Flats  to  360  yards 
#oni  the  end,  the  line  then  closes 
to  the  up-slope  on  theline  of  the 
present  road;  soil,  sandy  loain) 
except  at  the  end,  which  isind'u- 
rated  clay  and  soil       -  ;':  ■- 
^ -25^A  i^z'fe.  Gontinues.aearfffot 
of-  \ip-slope,  and  in  part  on  the  - 
line  of  the  present  road  to  350 
yards  from  the  end    Flat  barely 
sufficient  for  the  canal  on  part  of 
the  distance — widernear  the  end 
.— Sandy  loam  &  indurated  clay,   4,181  60  4,628 
'..'-SG/A  3/i7e  passes  through  fine  ~-  -'V 
■_:flats  to  the  crossing  of  Bushkill.  . 
Leek  No.  9  at  the  north  end  of 

'the  dam;  waste  weir  of  stone,  .    s  " 

Xyerage  12  f^ct.  high,  50  yards  - 
long  in  five  sections..  Embank-    '  , 
ment  330  yards,  running  240  on 
to  the  next  mile  .  "      -  • 

27^/j  Mile.  Fi-om  the  guard 
lock  at  the  BushklU  dam  610 
.yai'As  to'the  beginning  of  Green- 
land, ground  not  unfavourable, 
then  sleep  rocky  sideling  to  the 

.entrance  of  the.  tunnel  640  yds.  ■ 
Tunnel  266  yards  long — Rocks, 
•limestone  and  slate.  [Tunnel, 

&c.  .?19,408  00.]  -  -  41,219  70  47,338  45 
_"28th  Mile.  Passes  nearly  in  a 
straight  line  along  the  foot  of 
the  moimtain,  on  the  south  side — 
Deep  cut  at  the  mouth  of  the 
tunnel,  otherwise  favourable 
thi'oughout.  Loam  and  small 
gravel  -       -       -  - 

29^/i  Mile.  Closes  to  a  steep 
slope,  and  passes  340  yards  on 
face  of  limestone  bluff  with  ter- 
race and  slope  wall,  then  passes 
onto  the  flat  with  sllglit  extra 
cutting  partially  in  rock.  The 
rerhainder  favourable  - 

30/A  Mile.  Limestone  ledges 
on  the  first  three  hundred  yards, 
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5,380  00     6.776  00 


,7,681  60  :..  .gjigS  ^O 


7,7-20  .60  -  9,085  40- 


8,957  20,    9,919  40 
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the  remainder  favourable, 
gravelly  loam 

oXst  Mile.^  Locks  down  near- 
the  beginning-,  and-  runs  on  fa- 
vourable flats  to  the  end.;  Spilj 
sandy  loam  -       -  ,      .-    -  ^ 

32rf  M/e. '  Passes  wholly  thro'-' 
flats  of  the  most  favourable  cha- 
racter; lock  No.  11  near  the  be- 
ginning'; soil,  sandy  loam, 

2,od  Mile.  Favourable  flats  to 
1260  yards,  then  bluff  b;ink  and 
terrace  to  the  end,  sandy  loam, 
gravelly  near  the  end-  - 

oAth  Mile.    Continues  along- 
the  bluff,  with  narrow  strip  of 
flat  below  the  level,  300  yards,'^ 
then  cuts  in  for  half  a  mile,  ex-, 
treme  depth  22  ft.  above  water,  ," 

then  steep  sideling'  with  terrace       " " -V-    '..     ■  -  -  -  - 
to  the  end;  soil  sandy  and  sandy        -  - 
loam-       -       -       -       -       14,511 60    16,059  60 
oSth  Mile.  Comtr.ences  at  the    -        ;  j. 
base  of  the  up  slope,  but  runs  on -'  J?/'  .; 

to  the  flat  at  250  yiirds,  and  has    -  ''^^x^iji '  'ON:';'^.;"/'  ■ 
favourable  ground  to  1450- yda..'^. 
then  rocky  bluff  for  200  yards, 

and  terminates  in  flat;  lock  Na.  ."         .     ■  ^  ^  •  iv'^  ■'. 
12  near  beginning;  sandy  soil,  -,ll-,854  ;00  '.  13,607 •  2,0 

c,6thMik.  Through  flats  g-ene--.  7,;.  ,  V-\c-\  ■ . 

ally  favourable,  slight  extra  cat-   ■..'  \v  --".V'0'  - 
ting  at  Bylenberger's,  _ crosses. ■"..."■^  'r- 
:Vancamp's  creek.  Sandy  loam''  ■3,400 -,60,    ".  4,012  40 

:^7thMile.  Passie's  525 yards  of  ,        ,,i,'X^  >'  .'  .-•"l: 
bhiflV  of  which  225  are  rocky,  •.  'i^---..'. 
the  residue  in  fiats  aad  Very_  fii-i 
vourable  .  ■    -      '  -    v         -  - 

Mile:  270  yards  bluff,-  ■ 
then  flats  to  the  crossijig-  of/.. 
Broadhead's.  a-eek, '  which  re-  -■; 
quires  a  wooden""  aqueduct  24Q  '  "  . 
feet  long  in  '  bays,  then  250;".. 
yards  embankmefit  to  the  high-    ■  .  ..  _ 

er  flats,  which  are  favourable  on-  ^      '■- "'.  'z  '-^ 
tlie  remainder.    This  section  in-         'V-/^  '- 
eludes  also  a  dam  across  Broad-  -  !  ^' '."l''  - 

head's  creek  above  the  aque-    •  '•-■^s,"' '^.V-'.'' 

duct  and  400  yards  of  feeder,  .   17,655  40  "  18,706' 60 

39/A   Mile.'    Crosses   Cherry  .  .         ^  -'t 

creek,  and  winds  round  the  face      ,  "-'.'...y"-^ 
of  a  rocky  hill  350  yards,  then  _^       •;"'"-'•"  ■•■      -  •.  .^ 
200  yards  easy  .digging  to  the  :  ;  '.V 
entrance  of  the    Water   Gap,  •  .■'/-''.J'^r''^'.'^,'" 
through  which  the  line   coiiti-        '  '^'-'^  S  "- 

riues,  with  terrace    and  slope     .-^        \  '^'  T"  - 

wall,  to  the  end.    Lock  No.  13  ,      ;  ' 
at  the  entrance  of  the  "SVater        -'  '  ' 

Gap.  -    :  -  ..     -       -       -       25,969  80    30,073  40 

40<A  JVfi7e.  Continues  through  .-  - 

the  Gap  to  70  yds.  from  the  end;  .     '        •'. ;.  "  • 

soil    chiefly   loose  rocks   and  '  ■'■  ■     '  ••-■^ 

earth  -    ' .  -       -       -       -       15,909  60    18,951  60 

A^lst  Mile.  Leaves  the  Gap  at 
_  70  y.u'ds,  then  slight  extra  cut-  -'.':_•.; 
,  ting  on  700,  remainder  generally       .  ■  -  '  '■ 
favourable;   sideling-  .  ntar  the 
end,  soil  sandy  loam 

42(Z  Mile,  liuns  on  sidelings, 
requiring  slope  wall  in  p:u't  to         ' ' i  '■'  '  ■ 
800  yards,  the  remainder  fl  its;  ■■i'.f^^-.i. — i.'.  -  - 
soil,  clay  and  gravel  on  the  first 

part,  sandy  loam  on  the  la'-t,         8,209  -20     9,156  40 

43c?  Mile.    I'welve  hundred  .  ;. 

yds.,  intervale,  the  remainder 
side  hill  intersected   with  ra-  ■' '"t'-: 


13,982  80 


7,714  00.   ^8,924  00 


vines.  Lock  No.  14;  near  the 
end,  sandy  loam  on  the  1st  part, 
stoney  towards  the  end,  - 
'  •  ^.44f/t  Mile.  Passes  for  ■jiine . 
hundred  yards  at  the  base  of  the 
up  slope  requiring  slope  wall  in 
pai  t,  then  flats — embankment  & 
culvert  on  Kobses'  kill.  Gravelly 

-  ASth  Mile.  Runs  on  the  line  of 
^lowest  ground  west  of  Hagernan's 
and  near  the  foot  of  the  up-slope 
— extreme  depth  of  cutting  9 
feet  above  water.  Soil,  clay  and 
giavel  -  - 

A&th  Mile.  Ordinary  cutting 
and  favourable  ground  through- 
out; soil,  part  sandy,  part  clay 
and  gravel  - 

47 ^/i  Mile.  Ground  rather  roll- 
ing on  the  first  half  mile.  Locks 
No.  15  and  16,  near  J.  Auter's. 
Remainder  very  favourable;  soil, 
clay  and  gravel  on  the  first  part, 
sandy  loam  on  the  last 
^  .  4.8^A  Mile.  Very  favourable 
flats;  soil,  light  sandy  loam  4,004  00 

'  ■••-49//«  jir//f.- Closes  upon  steep 
second  bank  and  runs  sideling 
on  the  chief  part  of  the  distance 
— four  hundred  yards  requiring 
slope  wall.  Lock  No.  17  at  the 
beginning.  Soil,  inclining  to 
gravelly,  easy  digging      -       13,205  20 

50fh  MiJe.  Favourable  flats  to 
1100  yards,  then  a  steep  gravel- 
ly bluff  to  the  <2nd._  .  Lock  No.  .    -  .  ' 
1,8,  at  the  beginning  of  Ihe  ter- 
race,- -   ,    -  ,     -       --  .  .- 

51st  Mile.'  Two  hundred  yds. 
as  the  preceding,  then  slight  ex- 
tra cutting  and  favouiable  flats 
to  the  end,  except  seventy  yds. 
which  run  upon  cave  bank 

52d  Mile.  Passes  along  the  .  ■•- 
face  of  the  ledge  at  long  rift, 
with  terrace  and  slope  wall  to 
the  end  -       -       -       18,840  00 

-  Soli  Mile.  Slight  terrace  at  the 
beginning,  then  flats  half  a  mile, 
then  face  of  second  bank  to  the 
end — cuts  in  slig'htly  near  the 
end;  soil,  gravelly,  stoney  near 
the  end  ■  -  '  '  - 
^  -  54</t  Mile.  Has  choice  of  le- 
vels and  easy  digging  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty  j'ards  from 
the  end,  where  the  limestone 
ledges  of  Foul  rrft  commences, 
and  run  to  12  feet  above  water 
at  the  end.  Channel  to  be  cut 
whhout  slopes     -       -  - 

55//;,  Mile.  Limestone  ledge 
to  four  hundred  yards;  extreme 
depth  12  feet  above  water,  occa- 
sional ledges  on  the  four  huHT 
dred  following.  Line  then  de- 
scends by  Locks  No.  19  and  20, 
and  runs  on  flat  with  easy  dig- 
ging to  the  end.  Lock  No.  21  in 
the  flat       -  _     -       -  - 

56//;  Mile.  Through  flats,  very 
favourable.  Lock  No.  22  at  five 
hundred  yards.  Soil  sandy  loam,  8,158  80 

57//t  Mile.  Passes  face  of  an 
iron  bank  three  hundred  yards. 


9,771  60  11,324  40 

9,127  20  9,890  40 

7,915  00  9,454  00 

3,676  40  4,546  80 


16,178  80 
4,567  50 


14,664  40 


15,290  00    17,325  80 


9,197  80    10,379  40 


20,838  00 


4,702  00     5,494  80 


6,489  20     7,721  20 


23,P0  00    27,970  00 
9,338  20 
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Small 
Canal. 

requiring  ten-ace,  then  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  flat,  then  eight 
hundred  yards — steep  slope  re- 
quiring terrace,  of  which  450 
rocky— the  remainder  flats        14,556  40 

SQth  Mile.  Very  favourable 
ground  to  four  hundred  and  forty  - 
yards  from  the  end,  then  com- 
mences a  gravelly  bluff,  requir- 
ing terrace,  &c.  Lock  No.  23  at 
commencement  of  slope  wall; 
soil  clay  and  gravel  -  - 
_  S^ih  Mile.  Bluff  continues 
six  hundred  and  sixty  yards, 
the  line  then  cuts  in  and  runs 
on  favourable  flats  to  the  end. 
Gravelly  and  sandy  loam,  11,458  40 

60th  mile.  Flat  continues  fa- 
vourable one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty yds.  then  rock  cutting  round 
face  of  steep  slope  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  yards,  and  part 
rock  one  hundred  and  fifty  fur- 
ther to  Martin's  creek.  Mode- 
rate embankment  between  Mar- 
tin's creek  and  Howel's  tail  race, 
after  which  flats  to  No.  24 — side- 
ling below  the  lock,  and  small 


Large 
Cjifial. 


16,069-20 


Small 
Canal. 


Large 
Canal. 


13,409  00    15,205  40 


12,644  GO 


13,617  60    15,595  20 


:.llj466  00    13,138  00 


portion  of  rock  near  the  end 

6lst  mile.  Through  flats  with 
favourable  levels,  and  easy  soil. 
Culvert  and  embankments  at 
Sandt's        -       -       -  - 

62(/  mile.  Favourable  on  the 
first  half  mile,  passing  buck  of 
Sandt's,  line  then  crosses  to  the 
upland  with  points  of  rock.— 
Lock  No.  25  at  the  commence- 


19,051  60    22,062  00 


4,4ri.  20     5,477  80 


ment  of  the  steep  below  which 

ten-ace  and'~  slope  wall  are  par- 
tially required.  Sandy  loam  and 

gravel        '-  - 

63d, -mile.  ■  Steep  bank,,  conti- 
.naes,  with  points  of  rock,  to 

four  hundred  and  forty  yards 

fiom  the  end,  requiring  terrace, 

&c.  remainder  favourable  levels 

and  easy  soil  ;  ,  -      .-  . 

64//t  mile.  Easses  on  favoma- 

ble  ground  to  lock, No.  26,  then 
-descends  by  three  locks  into  the 

head  of  the  Delaware  basin,  at 

the  point  of  the  -  Wygaat  moun-^ 

tain — remainder  of  the  milej  six 

hundred  yards,  to  be  terraced 
with  tow  path  «nly  -:  , 
-65th  mile.. Tow  path  and  slope 
wall;  shore  geneially  favourable 
66/^  mile.  Tow  path  and  slope 
wall,  generally  favourable;  cros- 
ses ISushkill     .     -    ■  - 

-  Fractional  remainder  from  the 
end  of  the  66th  mile  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Leliigh,  126  rods,  passing 
under  Delaware  '  bridge-,  330 
3  ards  opposite  the  town  of  Eas- 

ton,  done  with  piers  and  bridges  7,806  30     7,806  30 

.   : —  ■  — 

■•  V  .    716,798  80L  825,502  10 

Engineering,  suoerinteiidence 

and  contingencies,;  '  ,,  ,  '    60,000:00_    60,000  00 

Total  cosTf^r  6^  -ff-^iO  miles,  $776,798  80  885,502  ,10 


19,502  60 
7,587  60 


22,245_20 
7,587  60 


8,388  00  8,388-00 


Cost  per  mile. 


§11,678  64  $13,319  62 


Ksfim&te  round  the  bend  ai  Walpacle,  heginnmg  a.t  the  north  end  of  the  tunnel, -and  ending  with  the  28lh  mile 
of  the  located  line.    Rocky  bluffs  880  yai-ds,  then  slight  embankment,  and  fla:ts  generally  to  the  end;  gravelly 


and  sandy  loam.    Distance  4340  yards. 

Excavation, 
Embankment, 

Terrace  along  the  mountain, 
Slope  wall,  square  yards. 
Puddle,  cubic  yards, 
Two  Culverts, 
Four  Bridges, 
Fence  and  slight  grubbing. 


Estimate,  viz.- 

Smiill  Canal. 
'  70,100  yds.  at  8  cents,  5,608 
8,000 


91,100 
10,190- 
-  1,700 


12 
20 
30 
25 


Comparison 


Total  distance  round  4340  yds;  Cost  for  sm;d!  Canal, 
do    by  the  tunnel  2026  do  do 


960 
18,-220 
-3,057 
425 
600 
900 
540 

30,210 
24,244  50 

5,965  50 


Lar'ge-£!.ahctl. 
97,740  yds,  at  8cts^.7,819  20 


9,4(J0 
108,320 

2,550 


12 
20 


50 


Cost  for  large  C. 
do  do 


-1,128 
■21,664 
'3,057 
637 
600 
900 
540 


36,345  70 
27,509  ■ 

8,836  70 


Difference  in  favor  of  the  latter,       2313  yards 

Estimate  for  a  separate  Canal  from  the  Wygaat  loEaston.  -  ,,  _ 

6ith  Mile  runs  on  favourable  ground  with  ordinary  cutting,  1140  yards  to  Lock  No.  26,  thentfe  turns  round  the 
point  of  the  Wygaat  with  terrace  and  slope  wall.    Estimate,  viz: 


Excavation  in  cartK,  - 
Terrace  round  the  mountain, 
Slope  wall,  - 
Culvert, 

Lock  No.  26,  - 
Bridges, 

Fence  2-3  400  yards  slight  grubbing. 


21,560  yards  at  8  cents,  1,724  80       26,120  yds  at  8  cts  2.089  60 


46,600 
6,600 


9  ft 
3 


20 
30 

4  96 


9,320 
1,980 
300 
4,464 
600 
240 


54,700 


5  76 


18,628  80 


10,940 
1,980 

300-  • 
5.184  , 
600  - 
240 

21,333  60 


65th  Mile,  near  the  river  bank  but  without  exposure,  except  500;  mixture  of  rock  on  this  part,  otlierwise  san 

dy  loam.    Estimate,  viz:  ^  ■,    ^  o  *    sr  qqa  An 

Fxcavation,  -  .  51,080  yards  at  8  cents,  4,086  40       66,080  yds  at  8  cts.  5,286  40 

Terrace,  -  .  15,750  15  2,362  50  18,750 

Slope  wall,  -  -  5,280  30  1,584 

CulverU,  .  -  550- 


12 


2,312 
1,584 
550 


50 
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[Febhuart 


Bridges. 

Fence  ^  and  500  yards  lig'ht  grubbing, 


Small  Canal. 


Larse  Canal. 


400 
320 


400 
320 


.      .      ,  9,802  90  ,  10,452  90 

&6th  Mi  lf,  runs  on  a  fl;it  three  liiindred  and'eig-htyj'ai-ds,  th&n  locks  down  and  keeps  the  steep  slope  to  the  cros- 
sing-of  the  Bushkill.  and  ends  one  hnndred  and  ten _yards  further  south,  Stoney  along- the  slope  with  points  of 
rock.    Estimate,  viz:  ■ 

14800  yards  at  8  cents  1184 


Excavation 

limbankment  and  terrace    ,  53040 
Slope  wall  -       ,  -  "  "      .  aSBOO  , 

Aqueduct  across  Bushkill  -  -',7  5  bays 

Lock  No.  27  ;        ;    ■  .  .  9ft  "496 

*Hridge  -  ^.  .v, / 

Fence  ^  and  1100  yards  lig-lit  grubbing,  /,,\- .' ... 


12 
30 


6364 
4140 
,4750 
-'446'4- 
:  200-:: 
500 


80 


18800  y.-u-ds  at  8  cents  1504 
67860  12  8143 

4140 
4740 

576  5184 
200 
590 


20 


'  21602  80-  ,'  24417  20 

Fraction  of  a  rriile,  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty  six  rods  from  the  end  of  the  66th  to  the  Lehig-h,  requires  strong  em- 


banknnent  in  front  of  Ihe  town  and  under  Delaware  bridge, 
of  the  lower  canal.     Estimate,  viz: 


Lock  No.  28  graduates  the  line  to  the  head  line 


Embankment  and  terrace " 
Slope  wall    square  yards 
Culvert 

Lock  No  28/^  ; 
Bridges  -.i^".' 


By  the  Delaware  basin. 
64th  mile  as  above  estimated 
65th  -  ■• 

66th  ^ ;  ^ 

Fraction  -  ; 


45180  yards  at  12  cents  5421 
6960  60     .  .  4176 

-  --.350, 
8ft  496  .  3968 
4       350  1400 


60 


.-51600  yards  at  12  cents  6192 

4176 


•S76 


15313  60 

Comparison  of  the  two  modes  of  construciion. 


S.  Canal 
19,502  60 

7,587  60 

8,388 

7,806 


L.  Canal 
22,245  20 
7,587  60 
8,388  - 
7,806  ^ 


By  separate  construction 
64th  as  above  .  ,     _  ■  \ 
65tlv.        -  -V":  i< 
fi6th  ;  .-  .'■ 
Fraction  ■      ;5  •  v  -" 


Total 


43,284  20    46,026  80" 


350 

4608 

1400 

16726  00 

S.  Canal 

L.  Canal 

18,628  80 

21,333  60 

■~  9,302  90 

10,452  90 

:21,602  80 

24,417  20 

15,315  60 

16,726  00 

64,850  10 

72,929  70 

43,284  20 

46,026  80 

21,565  90 

26,902  90 

Difference  in  favour  of  the  basin  location  '■       ,  '  •  '  .        ■  = 

The  instrumental  survey  upon  which  the  foregoing  report  is  based,  was  corniriencsd  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
and  ended  early  in  August.  My  assistants  were  Lieutenant  Ross,  leveller,  Lieutenant'T.  B .  Brown,  topographer, 
Absalom  Nyce  surveyor,  and  Lieutenants  Chare  and. Fi'ench  volunteers,  to  all  of  whom  I  am  under  many  and 
great  ob  ligations.  _  ,  ...  .  ,  ■     .  ' 

■•  '  .  \      '  i--'""-:-' ■  '.'..C,     '  "I-havg.  tbe  hofiour  to  be,  &.c. 


United  Statef,  Military  Mademy, 
'^9th  November,  1828. 


D.  B.  DOUGLASS. 


LAW  CASE. 


M'Ewen,  H;de 
Davidson, 
vs. 

Stephen  Girard. 


and 


1 


Tn  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania,   at  Nisi  Prius,  before 
(Todd,  Judge. 
J  January  29th,  1829. 

This  was  an  amicable  action  of  Assumpsit,  com- 
menced by  agreement,  signed  the  22d  November  1822, 
and  filed  on  the  27th  of  the  same  montli;  and  brought 
to  recover  the  sum  of  §1059  67i  with  interest  from  the 
7th  January  1817.  The  transactions  which  gave  rise  to 
the  suit,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence  upon  trial,  were- 
lis  follows: 

■  The  act  of  Congress,  of  April  10th,  1816,  "To  in- 
corpoi-4te  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
State.s,"  provided,  that  $28,000,000  should  be  "subscrib- 
ed and  paid  for  by  individuals,  companies,  or  corpora- 
tions;" and  for  that  purpose  directed,  that  subscriptions 
should  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  1816,  at 
certain  places,  to  continue  open  for  twenty  days.  If 
the  subscriptions  within  that  time,  should  not,  in  the 
aggregate,  amount  to  f2S,000,000,  the  books  were  to 
be  and  remain  open  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  commissioners  there,  and  receive  sub- 
scriptions of  individuals,  companies,  or  corporations,  to 
the  amount  requisite  for  completing  the  28,000,000. 
These  subscriptions  were  to  be  paid,  one-fourth  in 
specie,  and  three-fourths  in  specie  or  funded  debt  of  the 
sino^*^  States  at  certain  rates:  and  for  each  share  of 
SlOO,  there  was  lo  be  paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing 


five  dollars  in  specie,  and  $25  more  in  specie  or  funded 
debt;  every  subscriljer  being  required  to'  deliver  to  the 
commissioners  the  specie  and  certificates  of  the  public 
debt,  with  a  povver  of  attornev,  authorising  the  said 
commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  transfer  the 
stock  to  the  bank,  as  Soon  as  it  should  be  organised. 

The  commissioners  appointed  for  Philadelphia,  were 
"William  Jones,  Stephen  Girard,  T.  M.  Willing,  Cad- 
wallader  Evans,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Leiper.  The  sub- 
scriptions opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  July,  and  con- 
tinued for  twenty  days;  were  found  to  fall  short  of 
§28jGO0,00O,  and  in  consequence  were  opened  ag:iin  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of  August,  1816,  for  the 
amount  remaining  unsubscribed,  which  was  about 
^.3, 000,000. 

Tlie  plaintiffs  had  made- arrangements  to  subscribe 
for  2825  shares,  equal,  to  £282,500,  and  for  that  purpose 
bad  deposited  in  Mr.  Girard's  bank  §14,125  in  specie, 
and  held  §70,625  of  public  debt,  being  the  proportion 
required  by  the  act  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  subscrib- 
ing. '  . 

On  the  26th  August,  1816,  the  books  were  opened 
the  second  time,  and  the  defendant,  who  was  one  of 
the  commissioners,  was  about  to  subscribe,  when  Mr. 
Evans,  another  commissioner,  apprehending  that  Mr. 
Girard  would  take  the  whole  balance,  intimated  his  wish 
to  make  a  subscription.  Mr.  Girard  .p;ave  place  to  Mr. 
Evans,  and  allowed  him  to  subscribe  foi-  100  shares,  and 
then  said  to  the  gentlemen  present,  "If  any  of  you  wish 
to  subscribe  for  yourselves,  or  your  friends,  yon  can  do 
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t. "  Nobody  offering-  besides  Mr.  Evans,  the  whole 
remaining' amount  was  subscribed  by  Mr.  Girard.  When 
the  board  of  commissioners  adjourned,  Mr.  Wm.  .loncs, 
one  of  their  number,  met'Mr.  M'Pwen,  a  partner  in  tlie 
plaintiff's  firm,  who  appeared  a  g-ood  deal  excited,  and 
complained  of  want  of  opportunity  to  subscribe,,  wlwt 
he  had  prepared  for  by  a  deposit  of  specie  in  Miv  Gi- 
rard's  Bank,  and  stock  which  he  had  got  ready  Mr. 
Jon«s  related  to  Mr.  M'Eu'en,  what  had  passed  at. the- 
time  of  Mr.  Girard's  subscribing',  and  said  he  thought 
Mr.  Girard  would  let  him  have  the  amount  h^:_  had  pre- 
pared for.  Mr.  M'Ewen  expressed  a  wish  that  Mr. 
Jones  would  speak  to  the  de:fendant  on  the  subject, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  informing  the  defendant  of 
the  complaint  made  by  Mr.  M'Ewen,  that  he  had  pre- 
pared to  subscribe,  but  was  precluded  by  Mr.  Girard's 
taking  the  whole  balance;  and  also  stating- to  hifn  (hat 
he  had  mentioned  to  Mr.  M'Ewen  what  Mr.  Gr.  had  said 
at  the  time  he  made  his  subscription.  Upon  this  appli- 
cation, Mr.  Girard  agreed  to  let  the  plaintiffs  have  the 
amount  they  wished;  nothing'  was  said  as  to  the  terms  on 
which  the  plaintiffs  were  to  have  the  stock.  Mr.  Jones 
informed  Mr.  M'Ewen  of  the  result,  and  on  the  27th  of 
August,  1816,  the  plaintiffs  paid  Mr.  Girard  the  sum  of 
§14,125  in  specie,,  and  transferred  to  himj  public  debt 
to  the  amount  of  $70,625.  The  defendant  on  the  same 
iday  delivered  to  the  plaintiffs  scrip  certificates,  promis- 
ing transfer  when  the  baak  should  be  opened,  and  sub- 
sequently transferred  2825  shares  of  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  Bank  to  various  persons,  ag'reeab'y  to  the 
directions  of  the  plaintiffs.  -  .... 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  jwas  noi  orgunlzed 
until  the  4th  of  November  1816,  and  of  course~  the 
public  debt  held  by  subscribers  was  not  transferred  to 
the  bank  until  after  that  date.-  .  The  quarter's  interest, 
■svTiich  became  due  on  the  first  of  October,  remainedon 
.the  books  of  the  Loan  Office  to  the  credit  of  those  per- 
sons who  held  certificates  of  public  debt;  and  Mr.  Gi- 
rard, holding  the  stock  which  had  been  transferred  to 
him  by  the  plaintiffs,  received,  on  the  2d  of  actober, 

1816,  the  interest  then  due  thereon,  araountini^  to 
^1059  67i. 

Immediately  after  the  Bank  Of  the  United  States  was 
organized,  a  question  arose  in  the  Board  of  Directors, 
as  to  the  quarter's  interest  upon  public  debt,  (he  legal 
title  to  which  had  been  in  subscribers  on  the  1st  Octo- 
ber, when  the  interest  became  due.  Mr.  Sei-geant,  one 
of  the  directors,  on  the  5th  November,  1816,  offered  a 
resolution,  that  subscribers  be  required  to  pay  into  bank 
the  proportion  of  the  quarter's  interest  which  accrued 
after  the  dates  of  their  respective  subscriptions,  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted.  On  the  7th  November  this  re- 
solution was  reconsidered  and  recommitted.  On  tlie 
25th  a  substitute  was  reported  and  rejected,  and  the  re- 
solution of  the  5th  was  rescinded.    On  the  7th  Januaiy, 

1817,  the  Board  passed  a  resolution  by  which  they  re- 
linquished all  claim  upon  the  quarter's  interest,  and  di- 
rected what  had  been  received  from  subscribers  on  that 
account,  under  the  resolution  of  5th  November,  1816i 
to  be  returned  to  them.  ,  ^ 

The  plaintiffs  in  this  case  ehaimed  of  the  defendant 
the  payment  of  §1,059  67A,  the  quarter's  interest  upon 
the  public  debt  transferred  to  him  by  them  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1816,  wliich  interest  he  received  on  the  2d 
of  October,  1816;  together  with  interest  on  the  said 
|J,059  67^,  from  the  7th  of  January,  1817,  the  time 
-when  the  bank  rehnquished  their  claims,  as  above 
stated. 

The  defendant  pleaded  non  assumpsit  and  statute  of 
limitations. 

T.  Sergeant  and  C.  Chaunce}^  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs,  insisted  that  the  contract  between  the  parties 
was  to  be  ascertained  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
-  transaction,  and  must  be  taken  to  have  been  that  the 
plaintiffs  should  be  placed  by  the  defendant  in  tlie  same 
situation  as  if  they  had  actually  subscribed  for  the  2,825 
shares.    Had  the  plaintiffs  been  actual  subscribers  they 


would  have  received  the  quarterns  interest,  and  would 
have  had  a  perfect  right  to  it  upon  the  bank's- relin- 
quishing its  claims.    As  to  tlie  second  pic  a,  they  said 
the  suit  was  brought  in  good  time.    The  plaintiffs  had 
no  cause  of  action  until  the  relinquishment  by  the  bank, 
viz  Jan.  7,  1817.    The  agreement  to  enter  this  action 
.  was  .signed -on  the.  22d  November,  1822.    Until  the 
bank  relinquished  its  claims,,  the  defendant  held  the 
-monfey  as,  a  trustee  to  pay  to  the  bank,  if  the  bank 
claimed;  but  in  case  the  bank  rehnquished,  then  to  pay  - 
.  to  the  plaintiffs.    The  bank  had  a  right  to  this  interest; 
if  tire  plaintiffs  had  been  actual  subscribers  they  would 
have  received  it  on  the  2d  of  October,  but  would  have 
had  no  right  to  it  until  the  bank  relinquished  it. 

J.  R.  Tngersoll  and  Binncy,  forthe  defendant,  con- 
tended that  the  conti-act  between  the  parties  was  sim- 
ply for  the  sale  of  2825  shares  of  stock  to  the  plaintiffs. 
.  The  defendant  had  fulfilled  his  part,  by  transferring  the 
shares  to  such  persons  as  the  plaintiffs  directed,  and  thu.s 
the  business  was  at  an  end.  Mr.  Girard  had  subscribed, 
as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  for  the  whole  balance,  and 
thereby  rendered  a  service  to  the  public,  because  the 
amount  required  to  be  subscribed  by  individuals,  &c. 
might  otherwise  not  have  been  made  up.  Mr.  Girard 
gave  his  money  for  the  stock,  and  the  plaintiffs  were  to 
have  a  certain  number  of  shares  for  their  money .  There 
was  no  agreement  until  the  27th  of  August,  1816, 
when  the  defendant  gave  the  plaintiffs  scrip  certificates, 
by  which  he  engaged  to  transfer  so  many  shares,  as  soon 
as  the  bank  should  be  opened.  This  he  had  done. 
-  If  the  plaintiffs  ever  had  a  cause  of  action,  it  ac- 
crued on  the  2d  October,  1816,  when  the  quarter's  in- 
terest was  received.  The  Bank  never  had  an)'  right  to 
this  interest,  and  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Directors 
amounted  I'^e'arly  to  an  acknowledgment  that  they  had 
no  right.  The  defendant  was  a  purchaser  of  the  stock 
and'  was  entitled  to  the  interest  which  became  due  upon 
it.  The  plaintiffs,  at  all  events,  could  not  recover  for 
the  proportion  they  purchased  as  agent  for  others;  and, 
it  app  eared  only,  a  small  part  of  the  2825  shares  was  for 
themselves.  .  - 

Todd,  J.  .charged  the  jury  to  the  foliowihg  effect: 
There  are  two  questions  in  this  case.  1st.  Had  the 
plaintiffs  ever  a  legal  rig'ht  to  the  money  in  dispute' 
2d.  Have  they  now  a  right  to  receive  it  in  this  suit? — 
. The  defendant  agreed  that  the  plaintiffs  should  have 
some  of  the  shares  for  which  he  had  subscribed,  he  let 
them  into  an  interest  in  the  subscription;  the  plaintiffs 
advanced  the  funds,  or  replaced  the  next  day  what  the 
defendants  had  paid.  The  quarter's  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt  transferred  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  defendant, 
was  paid  to  the  defendant  and  held  by  him. 

The  act  of  Congress,  section  3,  is  material.  It  con- 
tains these  words;  "Together  with  the  amount  of  inte- 
rest up  to  the  time  of  subscribing."  The  construction 
of  the  commissioners  would  not  have  occurred  to  me. 
T  think  the  commissioners  owght  to  have  credited  sub- 
scribers at  the  time  of  subsdrihing,  with  the  amount  of 
interest  up  to  that  time.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong.  The 
sixth  section  provided  that  the  interest  on  public  debt 
paid  to  the  bank  forthe  subscription  of  the  government 
should  be  p.aid  quarterl}',  to  commence  fi'om  the  lime 
of  the  payment  on  account  of  such  subscription. 

The  first  of  the  questions,  I  have  stated,  is  a  question 
of  fact  for  your  consideration:  my  opinion  is  not  to  bind 
you.  Was  this  a  purchase  and  sale  of  so  much  stock' 
If  if  was,  nothing  Is  due  to  the  plaintiffs:  or,  was  the 
contract,  that  the  plaintiffs  should  stand  in  the  place  of 
the  defendant  as  subscribers.'  This  you  will  determine. 
Had  the  defendant  a  right  to  take  the  whole  balance  of 
30,000  shares?  Yes,  if  no  one  else  appeared  forthe 
purpose  of  subscribing,  but  if  others  did  appear,  and 
wished  to  make  subscriptions,  I  think  he  had  not  such  a 
right.  (The  Judge  here  read  the  provisions  of  the  act 
in  case  of  the  first  subscription  falling  short.)  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  keep  the  subscription 
open,  for  some  time  undoubtedly.    The  citizens  gene- 
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rally  should  have  had  an  opportunity  as  well  as  the 
commissioners.  The  commissioners  were  to  supen're- 
ierarf  the  subsci-iption,  and  were  paid  for  so  doing.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  defendant  meant  to  take  all,  to 
the  exclusion  of  others;  but  clearly,  the  commissioners 
had  not  the  right  to  exclude  other  persons.  This  has 
no  bearing  upon  the  case,  except  as  it  affords  a  i-eason 
for  the  contract  contended  for  by  the  plaintiffs.  If  the 
contract  was  that  the  ])lalntiffs  should  be  on  the  foot- 
in.e^  of  subscribers,  tlie  defendant  had  no  right  to  the 
interest  in  question  more  than  he  liad  to  the  2825  shares 
themselves. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  written  eng-agements  to  trans- 
fer the  bank  stock  when  the  books  should  be  opened, 
are  conclusive  proof  of  sale.  That  was  before  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  McCul- 
lough  vs.  Girai'd,  and  it  was  answered  that  they  were 
a  partial  execution  of  the  contract.  Nothing-  was  said 
about  price  or  terms:  now  perliaps  it  is  strange  that 
there  were  no  terms  agreed  on,  if  tliis  was  a  sale.  If  it 
was  not  a  sale,  the  plaintiffs  (to  use  an  expression  em- 
ployed by  one  of  the  counsel)  "  stand  in  the  defendant's 
shoes."  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  produced  as  a  witness, 
says,  not  that  the  plaintiffs  applied  to  defendant  to  pur- 
chase, but  that  Mr.  M'Ewen  was  indignant  at  the  de- 
fendant's taking  all.  He  might  have  complained  that 
the  books  were  not  kept  open.  Mr.  Jones  said  two  or 
three  times  that  the  defend't  consented  that  the  plaintiffs 
might  subscribe;  and  the  w  iiness  was  not  subjected  to  a 
long  and  perplexing  cross-examination,  but  told  a  plain 
story.  I  do  not  understand  that  any  other  persons  than 
the  commissioners  were  present;  nor  that  the  apphcation 
to  the  defendant  was  a  day  or  two  after  his  subscription : 
"whei\  the  Board  adjourned,"  said  Mr.  Jones.  The 
defendant  in  point  of  honour  was  bound  not  to  take  all 
to  the  exclusion  of  others,  and  in  point  of  law  he  had  no 
right  to  do  so:  indeed  a  commissioner  had  the  last  right, 
after  others.  That  might  be  a  reason  for  putting  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  situation  of  subscribers;  and  if  they  were 
so  placed,  they  were  entitled  to  their  interest:  the  slia- 
dow  follows  the  substance.  It  is  for  you  to  determine 
what  was  the  agreement. 

The  plaintiffs,  if  entitled  to  recover,  are  so  entitled  as 
well  for  the  proportion  for  which  they  were  agents  of 
other  persons,  as  for  their  own  parts.  Separate  suits  need 
not  be  brought.  This  suit  may  be  sustained  by  the  plain- 
tiffs; though  they  be  not  owners  of  the  shares,  they  are 
responsible  to  their  principals. 

iMy  mind  has  varied  upon  the  other  point,  diu'ing  the 
trial;  but  it  appears  to  me  now,  that  the  act  of  limitations 
is  a  complete  bar  to  the  plaintiffs'  suit.  It  is  a  plain 
law,  and  I  dislike  metaphysical  refinements.  Suppose 
the  bank  had  the  right  to'lhis  interest,  (I  dont  believe 
they  had,)  then  the  defendant  had  gotten  the  bank's 
money.  The  bank  relinquishes  or  transfers,  can  the 
fransferree  have  6  years  after  that?  Suppose  a  note  trans- 
ferred, the  bank  would  be  barred  first,  and  then  their  as. 
signee,  if  that  could  be.  I  don't  understand  the  last  re- 
solution of  the  bank,  it  refers  to  a  former  of  the  18th, 
but  undoubtedly  the  bank  have  given  up  their  claim. 
The  act  of  limitations  is  more  important  to  the  public 
than  this  cause  is  to  the  parties. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant.  [Jlwoi-a. 

MERCANTILE  MBHARY. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Company  was  held  at  their  rooms  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th  inst,  when 

Mr.  THOMAS  C.  ROCKHILL,  was  called  to  the 
chair;  and 

Mr.  BE.v.rAMn\  Etting,  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  and  Treasurer 
having  been  presented  and  accepted,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  considered  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  Report  now  presented, 
that  thirteen  shares  of  the  Library  Stock  remain  unsold; 
therefore,  ...y  .,    ,.  .  ,  .  •, 


Resolved,  That  the  Directors  be  authorized  to  issue 
certificates  for  two  hundred  additional  shares. 

An  election  was  then  held  for  the  choice  of  thirteen 
Directors  and  a  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Signed, 

THOMAS  C.  ROCKHILL,  Chairman. 

RiNJAMix  Etting,  Secretary. 

Beport  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  our  association  has  re- 
ceived ne  w  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  principles  up- 
on which  it  was  formed,  and  of  the  just  appreciation  of 
its  objects  by  our  fellow  citizens.  Seventy-five  shares 
of  stock  have  been  sold  during  the  year,  of  which  fifty- 
nine  have  been  issued  to  new  members  and  sixteen  to 
annual  subscribers,  who  thus  connected  themselves  with 
the  society  by  a  more  permanent  relation.  Thirteen 
shares  only  now  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  members  an 
act  of  incorporation  has  been  obtained,  which  has  pas- 
sed through  nearly  all  its  forms  and  will  probably  be 
completed  within  the  present  week.  Sudi  legal  recog- 
nitions, are  very  properly  sought  by  institutions,  com- 
posed like  our  own  of  numerous  members,  and  the  ad- 
vantages are  too  obvious  to  be  detailed. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  four  hundred 
volume.s,  among  which  are  comprised  many  standard 
works  of  peculiar  worth  and  rare  attainment,  and  which 
enhance  materially  the  value  of  the  collection — some  of 
these  have  been  received  as  donations. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report,  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted, and  for  the  accuracy  of  which  proper  vouchers 
have  been  furnished,  it  appears  that  there  was  in  his 
hands  a  balance  of  §68  79  in  favour  of  the  Company  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  exclusive  of  the 
sum  of  $500  invested  in  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
6  per  cent.  The  expenditures  of  the  present  year  have  , 
been  $1114  62.  - 

It  has  been  gratifying  to  notice  the  increased  propor- 
tion of  readers  at  the  Library  during  the  last  year,  while 
the  number  of  volumes  loaned  to  members  exceeds  that 
of  the  previous  year  by  2900  volumes.  Thus  far  we 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  that  feature  of  the 
plan,  peculiar  to  our  society,  the  combination  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  library  and  reading  room,  since  experience 
has  deitionstrated  its  superior  adaptation  to  the  conven- 
iences and  circumstances  of  its  different  members.. 

From  the  crowded  attendance  at  the  delivery  of  the 
course  of  lectures,  the  last  winter,  upon  Mer.  antile  Law 
and  Usages  and  from  the  manifest  utility  of  the  plan, the 
Directors  agreed  toinstituteasecond course;  unavoidable 
circumstances  have  caused  a  short  delay  in  their  com- 
mencement, but  it  is  proposed  speedily  to  resume  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Directors  congratulate  their  as- 
sociates itpon  the  ascertained  benefits  which  have  flow- 
ed from  the  establish mejit  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
without  unpleasant  rivalry  or  collision  with  any  kindred 
institution;  it  is  silently  accomplishing  the  great  and  im- 
portaht  object  of  its  formation,  and  is  attracting  to  its 
support  a  share  of  public  favour,  which  will  secure  its 
permanent  and  progressive  advancement,  nor  can  it  be 
doubted  by  any  who  know  the  value  of  mental  dicipline 
and  early  moral  culture,  that  our  institution  is  not  to  be 
lightly  estimated  among  the  enterprises  of  the  age, 
whose  aims  are  directed  alike  in  the  promotion  of  pri- 
vate virtue  and  the  public  warfare. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

JOHN  WELSH,  Jr.  Secretary. 
'    TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Mer-  . 
cantile  Librarj'. 

In  conformity  with  the  usual  practice,  the  Treasurer 
submits  to  the  company  a  statement  of  his  transactions 
for  the  past  year. 

The  balance  in  hishands  on  the  11th  ofjanuary,  1828, 
was  $581  91;  the  receipts  since  that  period  amounted  to 
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§1098  50,  of  which  180  were  from  annual  subscribers, 
216  50  from  the  annual  payments  of  stockholders,  and 
r02  from  tlie  sale  of  75  shares  of  stock,59  of  which  were 
at  $10  each,  and  16  at  7,  making  together  §1683  41. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  have  been,  for 
the  purchase  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Loan, 
which  piys  6per  cent.  interest,$508  73;for  books  $246 
98;  binding  books  106  64  preparing  catalogue  and 
printing  500  copies  of  it  140  89;for  rent  22o;for  news- 
papers and  periodical  works  88  50;  for  Librarian's  sal- 
ary 162  50;  and  various  incidental  expenses  137  98, 
making  an  asrgregate  of  1614  62,  and  leaving  a  balance 
of  68  79  in  favour  of  the  Company.  . 

The  whole  number  of  stockholders  is  287,  and  of  Sub- 
scribers 60.  The  revenue  derived  from  these  two 
sources,  wliich  is  all  that  can  be  certain,  is  407  dollars. 
It  appears  by  the  preceding  statement,  that  the,  perma- 
nent expenses  are  about  $600  which  is  exclusive  of  the 
amount  expended  in  purchasing  books,  and  that  the  sum 
requisite  to  keep  the  Library  in  its  present  condition, 
and  to  provide  it  with  such  of  the  popular  and  other  pub- 
lications as  its  readers  require,  cannot  be  estimated 
under  one  thousand  dollars.  The  excess  of  the  ex- 
penditures over  the  regular  income  of  the  Company  has 
heretofore  been  met  by  the  sale  of  stock,  which  has 
thus  far  been  freely  taken,  and  it  is  believed  will  con- 
tinue to  be  in  demand.  The  number  of  shares  author- 
ized to  be  issued  was  300,  of  which  but  13  remained  un- 
sold. It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  no  mode  can  be 
devised,  which  wilt  so  effectually  meet  the  wants  of 
the  Institutes  and  contribute  to  the  advantages  which  it 
presents  to  its  members,  as  the  creation  of  an  addition- 
al number  ofsliarcs  of  stock. 

It  will  probably  become  a  subject  for  the  consideration 
of  the  members,  at  some  future  time,  whether  itwrllnot 
be  advisable  to  increase  the  amount  of  the  annual  pay- 
ment on  the  stock.  I  he  income  of  the  company  is  at 
_  present  too  small  to  enable  the  Directors  to  place  the 
Institution  on  that  elevated  situation  which  it  is  destined 
to  occupy ;  but  by  exertions  on  the  part  of  its  members, 
a  sufficient  number  of  stockholders  could  be  obtained, 
to  furnish  ample  means  (or  the  extension  of  its  accom- 
modations, and  for  the.  increase  of  its  usefvilness. 

It  is  not  assertingtoo  much  to  say,  that  when  w  e  con- 
sider the  low  price  of  the  stock,the  small  annual  payment 
upon  it,  and  that  it  is  open  to  all  classes  of  the  communi- 
ty, it  ought  to  number  as  members  at  least  one  thousand. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Company  all  of  the  annualxlues 
on  stock,  which  remain  unpaid  six  months,  are  subject 
^  to  an  additional  charge  of  25  per  cent.;  if  twelve  months, 
30  per  cent,  and  -f  two  years,  they  become  forfeited.  A 
considerable  number  of  last  year's  remain  unpaid,  and 
,  -in  the  presentstate  of  the  funds  it  is  particularly  desirable 
to  receive  them.  They  may  be  paid  at  the  Library  any 
evening  when  it  is  open. 

JAMES  S.  NEWBOLD,  Treasurer. 
Directors  for  the  year  1829. 
Thomas  P.  Cope  t  John  M.  Vanharlingen 

Thomas  Biddle  I  John  Fassitt 

Wm.  M.  Walmsley  ]  Joshua  Haven 

Joseph  II.  Dulles  |  John  Welsh,  Jr. 

'  John  M.  Atwood  |  John  Hemphill 

William  E.  Bowen  |  David  Lewis,  Jr. 

Treasurer, — James  S.  Newbold. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  held  on  the  12  th  inst. 
THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Esq..  was  unanimously  re-elected 
^President,  and  John  Welsh,  Jr.  Secretary. 


SINGULAR  INSTRUCTIONS. 

We  met  with  the  following  instructions  in  the  votes 
of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.     They  remind  us  of  a 
'•'  practice  which  prevailed  a  few  years  since,  and  perhaps 
is  still  continued  in  New-England,  of  posting  up,  in  a 
-glass  case  near  the  church  door,  for  several  successive 
Sundays,  the  names  of  those  who  propose  to  enter  into  the 


state  of  wedlock.  'I'he  design  is  in  both  cases  we 
presume, the  same.  It  is  possible  tliat  some  public  notice 
being  required  of  an  individual's  intention  to  apply  to 
the  Legislatureiibr  special  privileges,  would  tend  to  di- 
minish the'great  sacrifice  of  time  and  attention,  which  is 
now  made  for  private  petitions,  frequently  to  the  preju- 
di;ee  of  the  public  interests,  and  the  postponement  of 
important  public  business;  and  would  also  preserve  the 
peace  and  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  neighborhoods  af- 
fected, by  granting  the  requests  of  individuals,  without 
affording  an  opportunity  of  making  opposition  where  it 
would  be  proper  and  beneficial.  We  do  not  wish  how- 
ever, to  be  understood  as  advocating  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  present  instance. 

Extract  from  Gov.  Keith's  message,  dated  3d  Mo.  7, 
'i-724:  . 
"3Ir.  Speaker,  and  Genilemen  of  the  Ji&semhly, 

"Herewith  I  send  you  the  perusal  of  an  original  Inr 
struction,  which  I  lately  received  from  the  Crown,  in  re- 
lation to  the  pessing  of  private  Acts  of  Assembly  in  this 
Province;  by  which,  I  conceive,  is  meant  acts  relating  to 
privileges  or  advantages  granted  to  particular  persons, 
and  not  to  the  public  in  general;  and  I  judge  it  will  be 
proper  for  you  to  cause  a  copy  of  it  to  be  entered  upon 
your  journals,  for  your  better  direction  in  cases  of  that 
nature." 

By  the  Lords  Justices, 

WiiLiAM,  Cant.      Macclesfield,  C/i.     Cahletox,  P. 

Ghatton,  Roxbuhgh,  Cadogajt. 

JfdditionallTSS-.riivzuo's for  Sir  William  Keith,  Baro- 
7iel,  Deputy  Goverrioi-  ofta's  Majesty's  Province  o/Penn- 
sylvania,  ire  America,  or  ^0  Me  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majesty's  said  Province  for  the  time  being.  Given 
at  Whitehall,  the  2Sdday  o/July,  1723,  in  the  9ihyear 
of  his  Majesty's  reign. 

We  do  hereby,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  direct  and  re- 
quire, that  you  do  not  give  your  assent  to  any  private 
Act  until  proof  be  made  before  you  in  Council  (and  en- 
tered in  the  Council  books)  that  public  notification  was 
made  of  the  parties'  intention  to  apply  for  such  an  Act, 
in  the  several  Parish  Churches  where  the  premises  in 
question  lie,  for  three  Sundays  at  least  successively,  be- 
fore any  such  Act  shall  be  brought  into  the  Assembly. — 
And  further,  you  are  to  take  care,  that  forthe  future  you 
do  not  pass  any  private  Act  without  a  clause  inserted 
therein,  suspending  the  execution  of  the  Act  until  his 
Majesty's  royal  approbation  shall  be  had  thereof. 

BIOGRAPHICii  SKETCH  OF 

SIR  WILOAM  KEITH, 

One  of  the  former  Governors  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania.—{from  Mem.  Penn.  Hist.  Soc.) 
At  this  distance  of  time  little  information  can  be  had 
in  respect  to  a  man  who  died  upwards  of  seventy  years 
ago,  and  has  left  no  descendants  or  connexions  in  the 
country.  '       V   .  ■ 

While  he  liveS,  Tie  was  an  active  and  important  organ 
of  the.  provincial  government,  and  may  be  conceived  to 
have  been  a  person  of  considerable  mental  powers. 

Where  he  was  found,  and  why  he  was  selected  by 
Wdliam  Penn  to  administer  the  executive  government, 
is  not  now  in  our  power  to  ascertain.  His  surname 
would  indicate  that  Scotland  was  the  place  of  his  birth 
or  of  his  extraction.  He  certainly  was  a  man  of  educa- 
tion; and,  perliaps,  from  some  circumstances,  we  might 
be  authorised  to  conjecture  that  he  was  of  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law. 

In  1717,  he  succeeded  Gookin,  who  had  not  been  very 
popular,  and  the  difference  of  his  manners  soon  render- 
ed him  a  favourite  of  the  people.  His  first  address  to 
the  assembly  was  calculated  to  win  their  affections  at 
the  expense  of  his  own  dignity. 


112 


GOVERNOR  KEITH. 


[Febiiuart 


We  cannot  at  this  time  thoroughly  comprehend  some 
parts  of  the  services  u  liicii  he  allcg'ea  that  he  has  ah-eady^ 
rendered.  •  -  ■  •.. 

Why  he  should  have  undei  taken.  to  present  to  .the' 
"Pririce  Retrenl"  the  address  of  the  Assembly  lo  tlfe 
king,  and  why  it  should  have  been  an  "  expenidve  appli-. 
cation,"  we  know  not.  •  "j- 

He  next  chiims  a  credit  with  the  people  of, -this  pro- 
vince,"on  the  score  of  his  liaving  diligenttj',  and  at  a 
Considerable  charg-e,  obtained  the  commission  of  g'over-' 
nor.  We  can  hardly  suppose  that  William  Penn  ex- 
posed the  office  to  sale.  .    "  - 

These  are  some  of  the  m3'steries  which  frequently  ac-' 
company  transactions  of  remote  times,  when  ijo-cptem.- ■ 
porary  pains  are  taken  to  prepare  evidence;  - '  •  .     •  •  l- 

On  the  death  of  Williarri  Penn,  which  shortly  jifter- 
wards  ensued.  Sir  William  Keith  appears  to  have  been 
inclined  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  elder  branch  ; 
although  the  will  of  the  illustrious  proprietor  strongly 
indicated  that  he  considered  the  elder  branches  fully 
provided  for  by  the  Irish  estate  which  devolved  on  them, 
and  that  the  entire  interest  he  held  in  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania  should  appertain  to  his  children  by  Han- 
nah Callowhill. 

William  Penn,  the  eldest  son  by  the  first  wife,  con- 
ceiring  himself  entitled  to  the  government,  whoever 
might  be  proprietor  of  the  soil,  soon  sent  out  a  commis- 
sion to  Keith,  appointing  him  deputy  governor;  which 
the  latter  accepted,  although  at  the  same  time  in  a  stu- 
died and  ambiguous  message  to  the  assembly,  he  in- 
timated some  doubts — and  he  must  have  felt  dissa- 
tisfaction at  the  widow's  having  transmitted  the  copy  of 
the  will  to  James  Logan,  without  any  communication  to 
him. 

In  the  mean  time  a  perfect  harmony  between  himself 
and  the  assembly  continued — they  approved  nf  his  vigir 
lance  in  respect  to  some  Indians— they  assented  to  his' 
establisliin.g  a  Court  of  Chancery,  in  which  lie  presided 
— and  the  only  dissatisfaction  tiiat  his  public  conduct  for 
a  long  time  excited,  seems  to  have  been  his  preferpiice 
ofthe  dignity  of  this  court  to  the  conscientious  scruples 
ofthe  Friends.  John  Kjnsey,  a  luwyer  of  considerable 
eminence,  who  w^as  afterwards  Cliief  Justice  ofthe  pro- 
vince, refused,  from  religious  scruples,  to  uncover  his  ' 
head  in  the  court,  and  an  officer  w&s  directed  to  take 
offhis  hat.  "  Tlie  quarterly  meeting  presented  a  very 
respectful  address  to  the  governor,  (which  may  be  seen 
m  Pruud's  history,)  and  an  order  of  court  was  thereon 
made,  declaring  that  keeping  the  head  covered  should 
not  be  construed  into  a  contempt  of  court,  but  be  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  religious  liberty.  Why  he,  who  had 
before  that  time  claimed  so  much  credit  for  the  pains  he 
had  taken_to  procure  the  sanction  of  p;u-hament  to  the 
admission  of  an  affirmation  in  lieu  of  an  oath,  should  have 
shown  his  disregard  of  a  religious  peculiarity  to  which 
the  Friends  were  well  known  to  be  sincerely  attached, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive.  It  must  for  a  time  have  di- 
minished that  popularity  which  with  so  much  pains  he 
had  already  acquired;  and  he  could  not  plead  ignorance 
of  their  pertinacious  adherence  to  a  pra^ptice  for  wliich, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  society,  there  is  the  greatest  atitboi'- 

iiy-  ^  .  : 

I  notice  this  particular  as  indicating  thife  character  of 
the  man,  without  intending  to  enter  into  the  history  of 
his  public  administration.  This  histoiy  may  be  partly 
collected  from  the  plain  and  impartial  narrative  of 
Prouc?,  and  partly  from  the  panegyric  o{' the  Historical 
Review,  printed  in  London,  in  1749,  and  bv  many  attrib- 
uted to  Ur.  Franklin.  Both  agree  that  when  his  com- 
mission as  governor  was  suspended  by  the  appointment 
of  Patrick  Gordon  in  1726,  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the 
house  of  assembly  as  a  representative  from  Bucks  coun- 
ty, and  that  he  took  all  the  means  in  his  ]5ower  "to  di- 
vide the  province,  embarrass  the  governor,  and  distress 
the  proprietaries."  ' 

He  afterwards  went  to  England,  and  soon  afterwards 
addressed  to  the  king  a  representation  on  the  State  of 


the  colonies  in  North  America,  which  has  been  inserted 
at  length  in  .BiwA's  History  of  Virginia,  (printed  at  Pe- 
tersburg in  18u5. )  It  is  in  some  lespects  a  veiy  \alua- 
bie  document,  as  it  embraces  an  account  ofthe  produce,-' 
commerce,,  and  coiisuinption  of  this  counti'y  in  1728, 
more  distinct  Jkperhaps  more  accurate  than  can  be  found 
elsewhere.  He  represents  that  the  colonies  then  took 
off  oJie-sixth  of  the  woollens  of  Great  Britain,  more  than 
double  that  value  of  their  linens  and  calicoes,  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  East  India  goods,  great  quantities  of 
English  silks,  &c.  and  he  describes  their  naval  com- 
merce as  ^  eiy  great  and  constantly  increasing.  He 
proposes  some  schemes  for  consolidating  the  provincial 
governments,  and  enlarging  and  systematizing  the  pow-  - 
er  of  the  crown;  one  of  which  is,  (probably  with  a  view 
to  an  appointment  in  his  own  favour,)  that  judges  shall 
be  sent  out  from  England  with  a  jurisdiction  over  the 
whole  country,. and  to  be  independent  ofthe  provincial 
legislatures.  .  ■  "  ■    '  "  '    •  •  - 

This  advice,  although  well  calculated  to  increase  and 
prolong  the  royal  authority,  was  not  attended  to,  or 
perhaps  was  found  impraticable. 

Disappointed  in- this  quarter,  lie  made  an  effort  to 
support  himself  as  an  author,  and  In  the  year  1738- 
he  iHiblished  a  histoiy  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  pro- 
posing to  proceed  with  histories  of  the  other  colonies;, 
but  it  is  probable,  that  this  work,  though  not  ill  writ- 
ten, was  not  very  successful,  for  he  proceeded  no  fur- 
ther in  his  des'gn.  He  died,  it  is  said,  in  great  poverty 
in  London,  about  1749.  His  widow,  Lady  Keith,  sur- 
vived liim  several  years.  She  lived  immured  in  a  small 
wooden  hou§e  in  Third  street, between  Market  and  Arch 
streets^-  <vith  an'old  female  attendant- as  companion,  re- 
fusing rill  commui^icalion  with  society,  and  reduced  to 
great  difficulties  fm-'Subsistence.  The  house  itself,  long'  . 
after 4ier  disease,-  was  rendered  memorable  by  one  of 
those.,  melancholy-casualties  which  sometimes  occur, 
ev-en  in  populous  cities  where  help  is  most  at  J. and.  In 
171^6,  it  w.as  consumed hy  fire,  andfour  persons  perish- 
ed in  the  flarries.  '  ■  -  T  --~'--  .  :  -  -■-  ,  -  .: 
'.sir  William  Keith' se'emsUa . have  beeti  a"  selfish  and 
ah  artful  man,  whose  true  "character  was  perhaps  not 
known  to  William  t'enn  at  the  time  of  his  being  ap^ 
|)oiiited..  His  first  ostensible  attachment  was  to  the  po- 
]nilar  interest  in  opposition  to  tliat  of  his  employer  the 
proprietary;  and  his  evident  object  vvas -to  e.n'ich  him- 
self,, not  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  family  at 
horne.  His  next  public  .step,  was  to  promote  the  inter- 
est orthe  elrter  branch  instead  of  the  younger.  In  this 
he  discovered  little  penetration;  he  offended  those 
who,  he  mi|fht  easily  discover,.bad  the  power  to  injure 
him,  and  courted  the  fa.yqr^of  ^those  w"ho  Ijad-no  perma.- 
nent  benefits  to  bestow.  ' 

The  rcninant  of  his  life  was  embittered  by  the  con- 
sciousness of  disappointed  ambition  and  the  pressure  of 
hopeless  poverty.  He  saw  the  younger  branch  which 
he  had  opposed,  rising  rapidly  in  wealth  and  conse- 
quence, and  the  province,  under  the  temperate  adminis- 
(ration  j)f  Gordon,  peaceable,  prosperous,  &  contented. 

In  the  work  J  have  last  mentioned  it  is  said  that  the 
-"ghosts  of, departed  ■goveVnois"  were  to  be  frequently 
•seen  lyande.riug  about  the  vast'metropolis  of-  the  Britisli 
enipire,  and;among, these,  perhaps,  that  of  Sir  William 
Keith  wasiiottlre  jeast  qiierulous  and  unhappy. 

.WEATHER.^liurlng  the  past  week,  the  weather 
has  continued  severe.  Several  slight  falls  of  snow — the 
Delaware  still  impeded  by  floating  ice,  and  the  Schuyl- 
kill frozen., ■  i'' 

•  *'  1  p- .. .  ■  ' 
(Ej.  It  is  probable' that  in  consequence  of  a  New  Car- 
rier being-  employed  in  the  parts  of  the  city  south  of 
Market  street,  some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  have 
been  served  with  last  week's  Register.  Should  this  have 
been  the  case,  they  can  be  furnished  at  the  Pubiica- 
Tiojr  Office  in  Franklin  Place,  second  door  back  of  the 
Post  Office,  (back  room.)  ,  • 
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LAW  CASE. 
bisthict  coukt  oe  united  states. 
Admiralty  Jurisdiction. 
Davis  &  Brooks 
vs. 

The  Srig-  Seneca,  Capt.  I.cvely,  part  owner. 

This  was  a  libel  filed  by  Davis  &  Brooks,  part  owners 
of  the  brig-  Seneca,  of  New  York,  praying- an  order  of 
sale  or  that  the  vessel  might  be  delivered  to  them.  The 
circumstances  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  opinion  of  the 
District  Judge. 

The  case  was  argued  on  the  12th,  19th,  and  20th  of 
December,  by  Mr.  T.  I.  Wharton  for  the  libellants,  and 
Mr.  Chauncey  for  the  defendant;  and  on  23rd  of  De- 
cembei-  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was  dellveTed  as  f(.l- 
iows. 

HOPKINSON,  Judge. — When  a  cause  is  to  be  de- 
cided which  involves  in  it  an  important  and  extensive 
principle  of  jurisdiction,  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  a 
Judge  to  feel  assured  that  he  has  been  furnished  with 
all  the  aid  that  professional  learning  and  industry  can 
afford. 

In  this  case  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  elucidate 
the  subject  by  the  learning  of  the  past  as  well  as  the 
present  age,  and  I  regret  that  the  urgencj'  which  calls 
for  a  speedy  decision  li-as  prevented  that  critical  exami- 
nation of  some  of  the  books  referred  to,  in  foreign  lang-  ; 
uages,  whlcli  1  should  have  made  if  more  time  could 
have  been  taken  for  it.  I  do  not,  however,  come  to  the 
decisionof  the  case  without  a  careful  anifsufficient  ac- 
quaintance with  the  authorities  cited. 

The  petition  is  filed  liy  Davis  &  Brooks,  merchants 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  state  tliat  they  are  own- 
ers of  one  half  of  the  brig-  Seneca  now  lying  in  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  remaining  half  part  belongs 
to  Capt.  Henry  Levely;  that  Capt.  Tevely  has  had  pos- 
session of  the  brig  for  several  months,  having  the  sole 
control  thereof,  and  has  proceeded  on  certain  vo3-ages 
to  the  detriment  and  dissatisfaction  of  the  late  part  own- 
ers (from  whom  the  brig  was  purchased  by  the  petiti- 
oners), and  now  again  threatens  to  take  the  vessel  to 
sea  without  the  consent  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  their 
great  detriment.  The  petitioners  go  on  to  state  that 
finding  tiiemselves  in  a  very  inconvenient  situation  bv 
the  conduct  of  Capt.  Levely,  tliey  have  repeatedly  off- 
ered to  sell  their  share  to  him  at  a  rcasonal)le  price,  or 
to  purchase  his  share  on  sufficient  terms,  or  to  sell  the 
entire  vesi,el  at  public  sale,  or  to  send  her  to  sea  with  a 
master  a])pointed  by  themselves;  but  that  the  said  Capt. 
Levely  has  obstinately  refused  to  adopt  either  of  these 
courses,  and  persists  in  declaring  that  he  will  take  the 
vessel  to  sea. 

The  petitioners,  in  consideration  of  these  cii-cum- 
stances,  pray — first,  for  an  attachment  against  the 
vessel,  and  a  citation  to  Capt.  Levely  to  shew  cause 
why  the  Court  should  not  grant  an  order  for  the  gale  of 
the  said  vessel;  or,  2dly,  whj'the  petitioners  should  not 
be  permitted  to  send  her  to  sea  with  a  master  appoint- 
ed by  themselves. 

The  attachment  and  citation  were  granlred,  and  the 
case  has  been  argued  on  the  two  remaining  prayers  of 
the  petition. 

The  defendant  admits  the  ownership  of  the  vessel  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  that  he  is  in  the  sule  posses- 
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sion  of  her;  that  he  has  heretofore  proceeded  in  her 
on  certain  voyages  ;  and  that  it  is  his  intention  im- 
mediately to  take  her  to  sea;  but  lie  denies  that  this 
case  affords  the  Covirt  any  jurisdiction  either  to  order  a 
sale  of  the  vessel, or  to  takelier  out  of  liis  possession  ;but 
that  the  only  right  and  remedy  of  the  petitioners  are  to 
require  of  him  to  give  them  the  usual  security  for  the 
safe  retiu-n  of  the  vessel,  before  he  takes  her  to  sea,  a- 
gainst  tiicir  consent,  which  he  is  willing  and  i-eady  to  do. 
'I"he  petitioners'  counsel  has  taken  a  very  wide  range 
over  the  ancient  and  modern  powers  of  the  Admiralty 
in  England, and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  to  establish 
the  right  of  the  Court  to  order  the  sale  of  a  vessel  in  case 
of  partners  disag-reeing  about  the  use  of  her;  and  the 
defendant  has  peremptorlh/  denied  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  to  compel  a  sale  for  any  such  reason — under 
any  such  circumstance.  It  is  fur  me  only  to  decide  the 
case  presented  to  me  which  seems  not  to  call  for  the  a- 
doption  of  doctrines  so  broad  and  universal  as  those 
which  have  been  spread  in  the  argument.  I  am  not  now 
required  to  give  an  opinion  upon  an  abstract  question  of 
law  nor  to  say  whether  a  case  wa.y  not  occur  or  be  ima- 
gined in  which  the  admiralty  miglit  direct  the  sale  of  a 
vessel  held  imder  its  jurisdiction, either  as  a  direct  or  in- 
cidental power — my  enquiries  will  be  limited  by  the 
case  of  the  petitioners,  and  their  right  to  the  remedies 
tliey  pray  for. 

The  parties  in  this  transaction  are  tndy  placed  in  a 
most  inconvenient  position,  but  it  results  fiom  the  in- 
evitable consequences  of  the  contract  they  have  made 
with  each  other.  While  the  law  would  not  impose  in- 
justice or  injury  upon  any  one,  it  cannot  undertake  to 
save  men  from  all  the  losses  and  inconveniences  to  which 
they  may  be  exposed  in  the  connexions  tliey  form  in 
business  or  friendship;  from  the  responsibilities  and  dan- 
gers they  may  incur  in  their  various  relations  in  society. 
The  hardship  of  this  case,  on  which  ever  side  it  may  fall, 
is  no  gro'and  of  compl-.ilnt  against  the  law,  which  g-ives 
all  the  protection  it  can;  but  cannot  always  preserve 
men  against  themselves  and  their  own  acts.  In  the  con- 
nections iUey  form  they  can  in  many  cases  have  no  oth- 
er security  than  the  dlsi^retlon  and  good  faith  of  those  in 
whom  they  confide,  and  to  whom  they  commit  them- 
selves. The  petitioners  havje  insisted  in  su]jport  of  their 
claim  foranordcr  of  sale,  1st.  That  the  mai-itime  courts 
of  the  continent  of  Europe  have  possessed  and  still  pos- 
ses this  jurisdiction.  The  direct  authorities  relied  upon 
for  the  support  of  this  doctrine,  may  be  resolved  into  tlie 
passages  cited  from  Molloy,  and  the  6th  article  of  the 
2d  Book  Title  8tli  of  the  Frencli  Ordinances  with  the 
comrnentaries  of  Valin,  page  584;  Browne's  Civil  and 
AdmiraUy  Law;  Beavve's  Lex  Mercatoria  8c  other  books 
have  been  referred  to;  but  they  merely  repeat  the  par- 
agraphs of  Molloy,  without  any  additional  authority: 
other  autliors  cited  of  an  older  date  speak  only  in  gen- 
eral terms  of  the  extent  of  the  admiralty  jurisdiction, 
without  specifying  the  case  now  under  consideration. — 
In  examining  therefore  the  passages  of  Molloy  and  the 
pages  of  Vali-n  we  shall  probably  omit  nothing  material 
in  the  first  point. 

As  to  Molloy,  1  am  compelled  to  say  that  it  appears 
to  me-that  this  learned  and  respected  jurist  has  involv- 
ed himself  or  at  least  his  readers  in  some  confusion  and 
uncertainty  on  this  subject.    In  book  2,  chapter  l,page 
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219  and  sequel,  after  g-iving-  us  the  sentiment  often  re- 
fn'i'ed  to  by  subsequent  writers  that  "shijis  were  invest-, 
ed  for  use  and  proiit,  not  for  pleasure  and  delight^  to 
ploug-li  the  seas,  not  to  lie  by  ihe  walls,"  adds — that 
therefore  the  m:ijor  part  of  owners  may  even  against  Ihe 
consent,  hut  not  witlioiit  the  priviiy  and  knovvledg-.e  of 
the  rest,  freig-ht  out  their  vessel  to  sea.  Hei'e  the  prin- 
ciple is  announced  which  is  now  adopted  and  acted  upon 
in  the  aclniiralty  of  Eng'land  and  this  country,  as  well  as 
on  tlie  continent,  requiring-  however  security  foi  the  dis- 
senting-owner  for  the  returji  of  the  vessel. 

lie  proceeds,  "if  a  niajni-  part"  (here  he  refers  to 
numbers)  "protests  against  the  voyage,  yet  the  same 
may  be  effected  by  that  party,  especially  if  there  be 
equahty'm  the  partnersliip;"  by  which  I  understand  he 
means  to  say,  (referring  not  to  mnpha-s  but  to  interest,) 
if  the  one  dissentient  owns  as  much  of  the  vessel  as  all 
the  otliers.    The  word  "(speciallij,"  would  leave  us  in 
tincertaint}-  as  to  what  may  be  done  in  cases  where  a  ma- 
jority in  interest  are  opposed  to  the  voyage,  if  another 
passage  did  not  explain  it.    In  a  subsequent  page  he 
tells  us,  that  "if  it  should  fall  cmt  thai  tl-e  major  part  of 
the  owners  refuse  to  set  out  the  vessel  to  sea,  there,  by 
reason  of  the  ii>equ:dity,  they  may  not  be  compelled;  but 
then  such  vessel  is  to  be  valued  and  sold."    We  seem 
now  to  have  two  ca-ses  provided  for:  the  first,  of  an  e- 
quality  of  interest  in  the  o\vnei-shi|5  between  tliose  in 
favour  of  and  those  ag-ainst  the  voyage,  in  which  case  it 
m.«y  be  effected  even  by  a  majority  of  numbers;  and 
secondly,  of  a  majority  in  interest  opposed  to  the  voyage 
rn  which  case  the  voyag-e  may  not  be  effected, but  the  ves- 
sel shall  be  valued  &  sold.  Sof  u-,  we  would  charge  this 
author  only  with  the  want  ofalucid  &  precise  exjilanation 
of  his  meaning-:but  whatsliall  we  say  ofthe  followingpara- 
graph  :  "Jf  it  falls  out  that  one"(  without  stating  his  propo- 
rtion of  the  interest,  )"is  so  obstinate, that  his  consent  can- 
not be  had,  yet  the  law  will  enfoi-ce  him  either  to  hold  or 
sell  his  pi'oportion."  Now,  that  he  mu  t  hold  or  sell,  is 
an  inevitable  alternative  in  every  case,  and  requires  no 
enforcement  of  law;  it  is  probably  intended  that  the 
law  will  put  him  to  his  election;  ''but  if  he  will  set  no 
price,  the  rest  may  outrig  her  at  their  own  cost  and 
charges."    And  is  this  to  be  the  course  in  every  case 
■where  one  withholds  his  consejit  to  a  voyage,  without 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  his  interest,  whether  more  or 
less,  or  equal  to  tlie  others,  for  no  such  distinction  is 
noticed?    I  woidd  presume  that  tlie  one  partner  re- 
fusing- must  be  infei-ior  in  interest,  as  well  as  numbers, 
to  his  copartners;  but  there  is  a  perplexing  obscurity  in 
all  that  th'S  writer  has  said  upon  the  subject.     The  in- 
terpretation of  all  the  passages  may  be:lf  there  is  any  e- 
quality  of  ownership,  the  voyage  is  to  preceed;  but  why 
"especialli/."    If  there  is  a  majority  against  the  voyage, 
the  vessel  is  to  be  valued  and  sold;  if  the  majority  is  in 
favour  of  the  voyage,  they  may  fit  out  the  vessel  at  their 
own  charge,  having  refeience  in  every  case  to  the  in 
terest.    How  shall  we  apply  the  doctrines  of  tliis  author- 
ity as  we  understand  them,  to  the  case  before  us?  It 
is  not  a  case  of  majority  in  numbers  or  value  desiring  to 
send  the  vessel  to  sea,  and  opposed  by  a  minoi-ity.  but 
of  an  equalit}'  of  intei  est  in  the  vessel — one  insisting  to 
send  her  to  sea  the  other  rejecting,  and  in  such  a  case, 
says  Molloy,  the  voyage  "may  be  effected"  by  the  par- 
ty who  would  employ  the  vessel.     It  is  not  asserlectliy 
this  authority,  that  in  this  case  an  oiderof  sale  would-be 
granted,  because  it  falls  within    the  more  conveificnt 
remedy  of  effecting-  the  voyage,  under  proper  respons'i-. 
bilities  to  those  who  object  to  it.    The  compulsory  s.ale 
is  resorted  to  only  when  the  mujority  object  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  vessel,  and  may  not,  therefore.  Be  com- 
pelled to   undertake  it;  and  tlien,  tliat  the  ship,  in 
which  the  public  commei  ce  claims  an  interest,  may  not 
be  lost  and  "lie  by  the  u  Alls,"  the  court  on  motive  of 
public  policy,  and  not  to  cure  improvident  contracts,  or 
serve  individu-d  interests  or  convenience,  assumes  the 
high  authoi-ily  of  forcing-  a  man  to  a  sale  of  bis  propert)', 
against  his  consent,  at  a  price  not  under  his  controul. 


It  will  be  here  observed  that  I  consider  this  to  be  a 
case  in  wliich  the  dissentient  owners  "protest  against  the 
voyage"  but  propose  no  other  employment  ofthe  brig-. 
It  is  true  the  petitioners  sa}'  that  they  have  offered  to 
send  her  to  sea  with  a  master  a]5pointed  by  themsekes, 
which  is  imposhig  a  condition  im  the  other  owner,  un- 
just and  umeason-ible,  and  not  to  be  affirmed  by  the 
court,  if  it  had  the  power  to  do  so.  It  cannot  be  held 
to  be  a  case  of  a  m.ere  difference  between  part  owners 
about  the  voyage  to  be  undertaken.  The  case  now  to 
be  decided  docs  not  appear  to  me  to  be  such  as  even  un- 
der the  doctrines  of  Molloy  would  authorise  the  court 
to  order  a  sale  of  the  vessel;  and  if  it  were  so,  I  should 
hesitate  to  affii-m  a  power  never  exercised  by  any  eourt 
of  Admiralt}-  in  the  United  States  or  in  England,  on  an 
authority  so  deficient  in  precision  and  perspicuity.  The 
ordinances  of  France  will  next  be  the  subject  of  some  re- 
marks. - 

The  6th  article  cited  and  commented  upon  by  Valin^ 
page  564 — may  be  thus  translated ;  "No  one  can  compel 
his  partner  to  proceed  to  the  public  sale  of  avessel  held 
in  common,  unless  opinions  be  equally  divided  about  the 
undertaking  of  M/)/e  voyag-e"  or  "of  o;;?/ voyage."  I 
would  not  appear  to  be  fastidiously  critical,  but  am  conr 
strained  to  say  that  this  article  is  not  to  my  mind  clear  of 
any  ambiguity.  Is  it  absolutely  clear  whether  by  the 
exception  "unless  opinions  be  equally  divided  about  un- 
dertaking (quelque)  suv;ie  or  any  voyage,"  we  are.  to 
understand  that  the  sale  may  be  compelled  when  the 
partners  differ  about  some  particular  voyage  proposed 
by  part  of  them,  while  the  other  part  propose  another, 
diff  ering  therefrom  al)out  some  voyag-e,  that  is,  abouS 
which  sliall  be  undertaken;  or  does  it  mean  thatthe- 
sale  shall  lake  place  when  the  partners  differ  about  un- 
dertaking voyage  at  all;  one  proposing  to  send  the 
vessel  to  sea,  and  the  other  to  keep  her  at  hoi-ne.  The 
commentary  of  Valin  gives  us  his  understanding  of  the 
text,  which  is  that  the  right  of  couipelling  a  sale  exists 
in  two  cases;  first,  when  the  parties  differ  about  the 
particular  voyage  to  be  undertaken,  both,  however,. de- 
siring to  employ  the  vessel;  and  secondly,  when  the 
objecting-  party  does  not  propose  any  voyjige  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  that  he  opposes,  but  offers  plausible  reasons 
for  his  opposition.  This  is  very  i-casonable,  but  no  clue 
to  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  text  of  tlie  ordinance.  The 
cases  in  which  a  difference  among  partners  on  this 
subject  may  happen,  seem  to  be — 1 .  When  one  partner- 
proposes  a  voyage  and  tlie  other  refuses  his  assent  to  it, 
but  neither  projjoses  another  nor  gives  good  reasons  for 
his  refusal.  To  this  case  the  exception  of  the  ordinancCp 
which  implies  the  power  to  foi-cing  a  sale,  has  no  appli- 
cation, and  the  dissenting  owner  cannot  be  so  constrain- 
ed; because  commercial  policy,  dooking  only  to  the  em- 
ploj-ment  of  the  ship,  does  not  require  it,  inasmuch  as 
the  willing  partner  may  send  her  to  sea  on  giving  secu- 
rity to  the  other  owner  for  her  safe  return. 

2.  When  both  owners  are  desirous  of  employing  the 
ship,  but  cannot  agree  about  the  voyage,  then,  as  nei- 
ther comes  undei- the  interdiction  of  wishing-  her  "to 
lie  by  the  walls,"  the  power  to  oi-der  a  sale  is  brought 
in_to  settle- the  difference,  and  save  the  property  to  both 
ofthe  parties,  as  well  as  for  the  public  use.  'Ihe.  com- 
mentator truly  remarks,  that  "under  such  circumstances, 
the  court  cannot  take  cog-nizance  ofthe  subject  of  dis- 
pute;" that  is,  cannot  decide  in  favour  of  one  or  the  - 
other  voyage,  and  pronounce  which  would  be  the  most 
beneficial  and  prudent  and  ought  to  be  preferred: 
therefore,  in  the  language  of  Valin,  "there  is  naturally 
no  other  mode  of  putting-  an  end  to  the  dispute  or  dif- 
ference of  opinion." 

3.  The  third  case  is  when  the  dissenting  partner  does 
not  [jropose  another  voyage,  biit  of-fers  g-ood  reasons  for 
objecting  to  that  ])roposetl:  here,  under  Valin's  con- 
struction of  the  oi-din-ance,.  a  sale  wiU  be  ordered  for 
similar  reasons- to  those  above  given.  The  court  will 
not  send  the  vessel  to  sea  ag-ainst  the  consent  of  an 
owner  sustaining  his  dissent  by  "plausible  i-easons,.'= 
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nor  will  it  deprive  the  other  owner  and  the  public  of 
lier  use  by  keeping-  her  unemp]o3  ed,  on  a  difference  of 
opinion  which  they  caiuiot  settle,  and  niajr  be  endless; 
the  court  therefore  Ji-om- a  sort  of  necessity  cuts  the 
1< not  by  dissolving  an  injurious  and  embarrassing  con- 
nection. 

Does  the  case  of  the  petitioners  fall  witliin  the  power 
•of  ordering-  a. sale  as  g-iven  by  tliis  ordinance,  explained 
as  it  is  by  the  commentator  with  a  very  large  and  liberal 
interpretation'    They  propose  no  voyage  as  a  substi- 
tute for  that  they  object  to;  for  I  repeat  that  I  cannot 
consider  their  offer  to  send  the  vessel  to  sea  on  condi- 
tion that  they  have  the  exclusive  appointment  of  the 
master  to  be  such  a  proposal  of  a  voyage  a,s  should  be 
regarded  on  this  question.    No  intimation  is  given  of 
when  or  where  they  would  send  her;  no  voyage  desig- 
nated. The  remainmg  case  of  Valin  is  when  the  dissent- 
ing owper  gives  good  reasons  for  objecting  to  tlie  voyage 
proposed.    Now  the  objection  of  the  petitioners  as 
stated  in  their  petition  and  offered  to  be  more  circum- 
stantially proved,  is  not  to  the  particular  voyage  on 
which  this  vessel  is  about  to  be  sent  as  being  unprofit- 
able or  hazardous,  but  to  be  going  anv  where,  in  the 
_  possession;  and  under  tlie  command  aiid  control  ofthe 
defendant.    The  objection  points  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
voyage  he  proposes.    M^e  fall  here  into  another  ambi- ( 
g-uity  or  difficulty  in  the  meaning  ofthe  Commentatoi- 
must  we  take  him  literally,  that  the  objection  must  be 
made  to  the  vo3'age  in  question,  or  may  it  be  extended 
to  the  master,  the  mariners,  the  condition  of  the  vessel 
—in  short  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  vessel  or  voyage. 
I  shall  offer  no  opinion  upon  tills  question  of  construc- 
tion, because  taking  the  <;onmientary  in  its  most  enlarg- 
ed sense,  I  should  not  feel  myself  to  be  bound  by  it  or 
authorised  to  .adopt  it  as  the  law  of  tills  Court,  unless  on 
another  point  of  this  case,  I  slialL  find  it  to  have  been 
extended  to  tliis  country.    At  present  1  consider  it  as  a 
local  municipal  regulation  of  the -country  enacting  it, 
and  partaking  more  or  less  ofthe  general  jurisprudence 
and  policy  of  that  country.    If  then  the  objections  or 
reasons  set  up  by  the  pctitlonei-s  as  the  ground  of  their 
apphcation,  are  not  of  the.  description  alluded  to  by  Va- 
lin, hestands  in  the  third  position  of  an  owner  dissenting 
to  an  intended  vo3'age;  but  neither  proposing  another 
nor  offering  "plausible  reasons"  for  his  dissent;  and  in 
such  case  !iis  remedy  is  not  .by  forcing  a  sale  ofthe  ves- 
sel, but  by  requiring  security  for  her  safe  return. 

II.'  The  second  point  made  for  the  petition  on  the 
question  of  sale  is—That  (he  English  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty possessed  this  power-  for  a  long  period,  and  per- 
haps still  possess  it.  On  the  first  branch  of  this  point, 
that  the  English  Courts  once  possessed  this  power,  no 
authority  has  been  produced,  beyond  very  general  ex- 
positions of  Admiralty  jurisdiction.  Molloy  does  not 
propose  in  his  treatise  to  give  the  law  of  England  on  Ad- 
mii-alty  jurisdiction,  ortlic  contested  questions  inrelation 
to  it;  he  expressly  disavows  it,  saying,  "In  the  whole 
work  I  have  no  where  meddled  with  the  Admh-alty 
or  its  jurisdiction,  (unless  by  the  by  as  incidentally  fall- 
ing in  with  other  matter), knowing  it  would  have  been 
impertinent  and  saucy  in  mc  to  enter  Into  the  debate." 

Judge  Story  (in  2d  Gallison  400)  says,  "What  was 
originally  the  nature  and- extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Admiralty  cannot  now  with  actual  certainty  be 
known."  I  assuredly  will  not  attempt  to  illustrate  what 
was  hidden  from  him;  nor  do  I  think  that  a  knowledge 
of  what  was  the  constitution  of  this  court  centuries  ago, 
should  govern  us  at  this  d.ay,  under  all  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place,  in  commerce,  national  intercourse,, 
and  municipal  jurisprudence.  Whether  tlie  power  now 
claimed  for  the  Adiniriilty  was  formerly  possessed  by 
that  court  In  l^ngland  or  not,  I  must  leave  it  in  the  un- 
certainty and  obscurity  in  which  ages  of  darkness  have 
nivolved  it.  But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  sufliciently  clear, 
tliat  the  suggestion  that  the  Admiralty  in  England  still 
possesses  it,,  is  altogether  without  foundation.  The 
case  of  Ouston  vs.  Hebclen,  1  Wilson,  101,  is  full  and  di- 


rect to  the  point  that  the  Admlndty  has  no  power  to 
compel  a  sale  of  a  ship  on  the  application  of  part  own- 
ers, who  object  to  a  contemplated  voyage;  tliat  it  may 
compel  security  to  be  given  to  the  dissenting  owners, 
but  can-not  force  a  sale  upon  them  nor  i  equire  of  them 
to  buy  the  shares  of  the  otliei-s.  I  have  not  found  any 
objection  to  this  doctrine,  either  by  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty or  by  any  English  writer  on  the  Civil  and  Admiralty 
law;  on  tlie  contrar}',  Browne,  no  mean  advocate  for 
Admiralty  jurisdiction,  gives  the  case  oi'Oiis/on  vs.  Ueb- 
den,  in  his  well  known  work,  without  any  hint  of  dis- 
approbation. Lord  Stowcll,  in  the  "  Apollo,"  (1  Hag- 
gard 306,)  after  stating  the  right  of  requiring  stipulations 
in  fiivour  of  the  dissenting  owner  of  a  ship  for  her  safe 
return,  adds: — "There  is  no  case'eiiher  within  the 
scope  of  my  own  inquiry,  or  whlcli  has  been  discovered 
by  the <liligcnce  of  tlie  advocates,  upon  i-epeated  chal- 
lenges given  them  for  that  purpose,  in  which  the  court 
hasjinoved  beyond  these  limits."  1  feel  duly  warranted 
in  saying,  that  a  Court  of  Admlralt}'  in  England  does 
not  possess  or  claim  the  power  now  contended  for. 

III.  But  If  the  petitioners  arc  right  in  their  third  point, 
they  must  prevail,  to  wit:  That  whatever  may  be  the 
case  in  England,  our  courts  hold  an  enbuged  maritime 
jurisdiction  and  with  It  the  power  now  asked  to  be  ex- 
ercised. ,  The  pi-oposltion  that  the  Admiralty  powei-s 
are  or  ought  to  be  more  enlarged  in  this  country  tlian  in 
England  Is  too  general  to  bring  us  to  the  specific  conclu- 
sion now  required;  it  must  be  fiirtlier  s!io-,\  n  that  the 
enlarg-ement  has  comprehended  the  power  in  question. 
The  general  ground  is  a  good  foundation  to  build  on, 
but  the  materials  of  the  fibric  must  be  obtained  from 
established  principles  and  precedents. 
■   In  the"  first  place,  it  is  not  pretended  that  this  power 
has  ever  been  exercised  or  directly  asserted  b_y  any 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  United  States.    When  I  am 
called  upon  to  wield  a  power  never  before  used,  or  di- 
rectly claimed  by  any  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England, 
or  in  our  own  country,  the  right  should  be  made  ex- 
ceedingly ch  ar  from  acknowledged  principles  and  un- 
questionable deductions;  and  if  any  difierence  exists  be- 
tween the  law  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  England 
on  this  subject,  arising-  from  the  nature  of  our  political 
or  judicial  institution*,  it  should  be  brought  home  to 
this  question  before  the  court  can  presume  to  add  such  a 
power  to  its  jurisdiction.    The  Courts  of  Admiralty  in 
Eng-land  may  have  been  at  one  period  too  much  con- 
strained by  tlie  watchful  and  rigorous  jealousy  of  the 
common  law;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  civilians  have 
not  been  without  ambition  to  extend  their  dominion-, 
and  having  the  field  very  much  to  themselves  on  tlic 
continent,  thcv  may  draw  us  over  a  wide  range  if  we 
follow  them  linidlcitly.    By  dlsi-f  garding»the  docti-iiie.-) 
of  the  English  Courts  .in  favour  of  the  apparent  con- 
venience ofthe  civil  law,  we  shall  disturb  the  harmony 
of  our  system  of  juris])rudence,  which  has  been  essen- 
tially derived  fi  om  that  of  Kngland,  and  follows  it  in  its 
leading-  arrangements.   Let  us  be  governed  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  direct  and  reg'ulate  both  jurisdictions  by  the 
great  ends  of  public  convenience  and  individual  justice, 
without  rashly  removing  its  established  limits  and  land-- 
marks.    How  have  the  petitioners  jjroved  that  the  Ad- 
miralty Courts  of  this  countrj'  possess  a  jurisdiction  so 
enlarg-ed  as  to  embrace  the  power  now  expected  to  be 
used  in  their  behalf.    They  have  not  shown  any  actual 
exercise  of  such  a  power,  nor  any  direct  assertion  of  it, 
but  have  endeavoured  to  deduce  it  from  some  general 
observations'  made  by  most  respectable  Judges,  viz. 
Judges  Story,  Peters,  and  Winchester.    If  indeed  such 
names  shall  be  found  to  support  their  pretensions,  they 
will  be  strongly  fortified.    'I  he  general  expressions  of 
Judge  Peters  in  1  Adm  Dec.  7 ,  that  "acting  in  a  nation- 
al and  not  a  dependant  eapaclt}',  I  cannot  conceive  tliat 
weareboundlo  follow  the  practice  of  ICnglaiid  more  than 
that  of  our  own  or  any  other  nation,"  fnrnlsh  nollilng  by 
which  wecan  obt.ain  the  leasthint  of  his  oijlnion  upon  tlie 
question.  In  the  case  of  Wilhngs  and  others,  vs.  Blight, 
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2<1  Adm.  Dec.  288,  a  petition  was  preferred  to  permit 
the  m-.ijority  of  owners  of  the  brij^-  Amelia  to  proceed 
on  a  voyag'e,  aflei'  i^'lving-  sti,palatioiis  for  the  vakicof  the 
recusant  owner's  share.    'I'he  court  clearly  thoug-ht 
the  cause  was  one  of  Admiralty  jurisdiction.  It  is  stated 
that  the  recusant  owner  would  railicr  sell  at  reasonable 
appraisement  or  make  advances  for  the  outfit.  The 
judge  says,  that  "Whether  a  minoi'lty,  (the  case  of 
equal'dij  is  not  given)  shall  or  sliall  not  be  compelled  to 
sell,  has  not  been  here  judicially  decided."    He  then 
quotes  the  piissag-es  already  noticed  from  Mulloy,  taking 
them  fi-oni  the  "Treatise  on  the  Sea  Law,"  and  Betnce's 
Lez  Meri-uloria,  into  which  they  are  carried  from  Mol- 
loy.    The  Judg'e,  however,  is  so  far  from  intimating'  an 
opinion  that  this  compulsory  sale  is  the  proper  remedy 
for  the  obstinacy  of  a  recusant  part  owner  of  a  sliip,  that 
in  conclusion  he  says  — "a  privation  of  freig'ht,  the  fruit 
and  crop  of  shipping,  seems  therefore  to  be  an  appro- 
priate mulct  on  indolent,  perverse,  or  neglig'ent  part 
owners."     He   adverts  to  no  distinction   of  majori- 
ties or  minorities.    Nor  can  I  discover  in  the  labo- 
rious and    learned  investigation  of  A'lmiralty  juris- 
diction, by  Judge  Winchester,  given  in  1  Adm.  Dec. 
233,  4,  5,  any  thing-  which  warrants  us  in  concluding  that 
he  maintained  that  jurisdiction  to  the  extent  now  claim- 
ed.   He  says,  that  "a  dispute  between  part  owners 
whether  a  ship  should  be  sent  to  sea,js  cognizable  in 
the  Admiralt)';" — and  assuredly  so  it  is,  but  the  manner 
in  which  the  Court  may  interfere  in  suck  cases  is  not 
suggested  by  the  Judge;  and  we  must  suppose  he  al- 
ludes to  the  usual  and  unquestioned  mode  of  demanding- 
security  for  those  who  dissent.    The  subsequent  gene- 
ral view  of  Admiralty  jurisdiction,  and  the  matters  sub- 
ject to  it,  is  equally  unsatibfactory  to  guide  us  to  his 
opinion  on  the  particular  point  here  in  dispute. 

To  show  the  approbation  of  Judge  Story  of  the  doc- 
trine of  the  petitioners,  we  are  referred  to  the  celebrated 
opinion  in  the  case  of  De  Lovio  vs.  Boit,  in  2  Gall,  398. 

I  have  carefully  perused  this  profound  and  extensive 
investigation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  Admiralty 
rights  and  powers.,which  is  certainly  conducted  with  the 
most  liberal  disposition  towards  them,  but  I  have  seen 
nothing  iji  it  from  which  I  can  conclude  with  the  coun- 
sel for  the  petitioners,  that  if  this  application  was  made 
to  that  learned  Judge,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.  In  page  463  of  the  above  cited 
case,  Judge  Story  says,  that  the  Admiralty  exercises  un- 
disturbed jurisdiction  and  entertains  suits:  1.  For  the 
possession  of  ships.  2.  U]3on  controversies  among  part 
owners  as  to  the  employment  of  shi))s.  The  distinction 
taken  by  the  counsel  of  the  defendant  is  here  recog- 
nized. No  intimation  is  given  of  such  power  in  the 
Admiralty  to  take  a  ship  Irom  one  owner,  and  deliver 
her  to  another,  nor  to  compel  an  unwilling  partner  to 
sell  his  share  at  an  appraisement  to  be  made  by  others. 
The  court  will  take  care  that  she  shall  be  employed,  and 
when  the  party  desirous  of  employing  her  offers  to  his 
associate,  the  usual  security,  both  the  policy  of  the  law, 
and  the  interest  of  the  individual,  are  sufficiently  re- 
garded and  protected.  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  see 
how  this  policy  or  this  question  can  be  affected  by  ma- 
jorities or  minorities  of  ownership,  except  so  far  as  they 
may  influence  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the  judge. 
The  doctrine  of  Valin  is,  that  where  there  is  a  ma- 
jority against  the  voyage,  it  shall  not  ])roceed,  b}'  rea- 
son of  the  respect  paid  to  the  m.ijority;  and  yet  this  ma- 
jority are  to  be  made  to  submit  to  the  strong-er  compul- 
sion of  a  forced  sale  of  their  interest.  The  reason  which 
is  the  foundation  of  this  extraordinary  interference  of 
the  court,  applicable  to  no  other  joint  property  but 
ships,  is  to  prevent  the  obstruction  of  navigation  and 
commerce  in  which  the  whole  community  have  an  inte- 
rest; but  this  reason  cannot  be  applied  to  a  case  like  the 
present,  where  the  whole  dispute  between  the  owners 
is  for  the  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  the  party  actually 
in  possession  is  desirous  to  send  her  to  sea,  and  is  will- 


ing to  secut-c  the  rights  of  his  associate.  On'  what  prin- 
ciple can  we  compel  a  sale  of  the  vessel  in  such  a  case, 
even  if  it  were  admitted,  that  abstractedly  the  power 
exists  in  the  Admiralty.  ^ 

Too  much  tim.e  has  already  be*n  occupied  by  me  on 
this  occasion,  or  it  might  ha^■e  been  useful  to  have  exa- 
mined the  various  parts  ol' Judge  Story's  opinion,  which 
have  been  supposed  to  support  the  present  application. 
It  is  not  necessary,  or  I  should  not  have  omitted  it, how- 
ever prolix.  The  Judge  certainly  does  not  reject  de- 
cidedly, in  which  I  concur  with  him,  any  binding  au- 
thority of  the  common  law  decisions  in  England  on  this 
subject.  1  agree  with  him  that  "we  are  at  liberty  to  re- 
examine the  doctrine  and  to  construe  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Admiralty  upon  enlarged  and  liberal  principles." — 
But  we  are  not  to  conclude  from  this  that  we  are  to  set 
no  limits  to  it,  or  that  we  may  do  under  it  any  thing  that 
may  seem  to  be  convenient  in  any  particular  case.  Nor 
yet  that  we  should  not  cautiously  respect  the  English 
xlecisions  by  great  and  learned  men,  tainted  perhaps 
but  not  blinded  or  corrupted  b)'  i)rejudice.  We  must 
look  to  established  principles  anil  precedents  to  guide 
us,  and  when  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  legislators 
and  jurors  have  found  it  good  and  expedient  for  public 
convenience,  and  the  due  administration  of  justice,  to 
establish  diffe-rent  tribunals  for  difl'erentsiibjects  of  con- 
troversy, and  give  to  eacli  its  boundaries,  it  is  the  duty 
of  those  who  are  called  upon  to  administer  the  law,  to 
do  it  in  the  manner  prescribed  to  them,  to  keep  within 
the  allotted  sphere  of  their  operations;  and  not  to  be- 
lieve that  because  what  is  required  jnay  be  convenient 
or  just  in  itself,  it  may  therefore  be  done  by  them. 

What  would  be  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Judge  on 
this  case  can  only  be  conjectured  from  past  adjudica- 
tions, and  in  them  there  is  nothing  that  directly  or  by  in- 
ference bears  upon  it.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  in 
his  edition  of  "Abbott  on  Shipping,"  the  case  oiOmton 
vs.  Ilebdeii  is  twice  referred  to  as  authoritative  law,  and 
.ludge  Story  does  not  intimate  any  disapprobation  of 
the  decision,  or  make  a  suggestion  that  a  different  law 
prevails,  or  ought  to  prevail  in  the  United  States.  Nor 
can  this  be  attributed  to  inadvertence,  as  he  has  a  note- 
on  the  subject,  in  which  he  refers  to  the  case  of  Wil- 
lings  vs.  Bligltt,  and  the  2d  vol  of  Browne's  C.  and  A. 
L.  131. 

A  few  words  will  suffice  for  the  second  or  alternative 
prayer  of  the  petitioner.^,  viz.  That  they  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  send  the  vessel  to  sea  with  a  master  appointed 
by  themselves,  that  is,  that  the  defendant,  an  equal  part 
owner  with  themselves,  in  full  and  lawful  possession  of 
the  vessel,  shall  be  wholly  dispossessed  of  her  both  as 
owner  and  master,  and  that  she  shall  be  put  under  the 
exclusive  control  and  power  of  the  petitioners.  This 
has  not  been  and  could  not  be  strongly  insisted  upon. — 
It  would  be  -an  exercise  of  power  beyond  even  the  sale 
of  the  vessel,  and  for  which  no  ])rinci|)le  or  precedent 
has  been  shown.  In  the  case  of  sale  the  proceeds  would 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  court  for  those  concerned — . 
but  this  application  would  deprive  the  defendant  of  pro- 
perty clearly  his  own,  and  a  posses.sion  certainly  lawful, 
to  put  both  into  the  hands  of  those  whose  interests  and 
rights  are  no  greater  than  his,  and  from  whom  Jie  can 
have  no  better  security  than  he  is  willing  to  give  them. 
In  such  circumstances  his  possession  must  prevail,  and 
I  know  of  no  power  in  this  or  any  other  court  to  deprive 
him  of  it  and  transfer  it  to  his  co-partners. 

I  mean  to  decide  only  the  case  in  hand.  On  the  ques- 
tions, whether  a  minority  shall  or  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  sell,  mentioned  as  undecided  by  Judge  Peters;  w.he- 
ther  a  majority  refusingto  fit  out  shall  be  so  compelled; 
or  an  equal  owner  refusing  to  give  stipulations,  I  am 
not  called  upon  to  give  any  opinion. 

On  this  case  it  is  my  opin  on  and  decree,  that  neither 
of  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners  can  be  granted,  and 
that  the  petition  be  dismissed. 

[National  Gazetle, 
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DELAWARE  AND  RARITAN  CANAL. 

We  have  received  the  report  of -the  committee  to  the 
Assembly  of  New-Jersey,  on  this  Canal — w  hich  lieing  a 
subject  of  interest  to"  the  citizens  of  Thiladelphia,  we 
make  some  extracts  from  the  Report,  shewing'  an  esti- 
mate of  the  trade  which  it  is  expected  will  pass  that 
way.  After  inquiring  into  the  practicability  of  forming' 
the  Canal,  the  Committee  proceed  to  show  that  the 
State  oug-ht  to  undertake  it  for  several  reasons:  They 
make  the  estimate  cost  of  the  Canal,  (per  Canvass 
White's  calculations,  three  years  since, )  to  be,  on  the 
largest  dimensions,  §1,142,741;  and  shew  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  State,  from  its  credit,  are  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  They  nest  proceed  to  calculate  "the  reven- 
ue of  the  Canal,"  and  say:  ■    :.  •  - 

An  important  consideration  presents  itself  at  the 
threshold  of  this  inquiry,  to  which  the  committee  would 
invite  attention.    This  is,  the  location  of  tjie  proposed  Ca- 
nal relafivelt/  to  the  other  great  inland  navigations  of  the 
■  country. 

On  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  Earitan  we  have: 

1.  The  East  river  navigation  to  Providence,  Rhode  Isl- 
and. Into  which  flows:  1.  The  East  coasting  trade.  2. 
The  trade  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  extending  from  Bos- 
ton to  Concord  in  the  centre  of  New-Hampshire.  3. 
That  of  the  Blackstone  Canal  from  Providence  to  Wor- 
cester in  Massachusetts,  38  miles.  4.  The  Farmlngton 
-Canal  leading  through  a  rich  agricultural  country  to  New 
Haven — together  with  the  trade  of  the  navigable  rivers 
of  New-England,  which  empty  into  the  East  river,  or 
Sound — and 

2.  The  New-York  Canals:  Connecting  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Champlain  with  the  Hudson,  embracing  a  trade, 
the  tolls  from  which  have  amounted  during  the  past 
year  to  §833,000^a  trade  constantly  increasing  with  the 
progressive  improvement  of  the  country,  and  which  will 
speedily  be  swelled  to  an  immense  amount  by  the  com- 
pletion of  the  numerous  additional  Canals  contemplated 
by  the  legislature  of  that  great  and  enterprising  state. 

By  these  mediums  the  immense  trade  of  a  population 
of  several  millions  of  our  most  enterprising  citizens, 
scattered  ovei*  a  large  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
country,  embracing  seven  states,  have  access  to  the  Rar- 
itan.  But  its  progress  is  bounded  by  the  southern 
shores  of  that  river — thus  far  it  can  go  and  no  further.  It 
is  still  28  miles  from  the  Delaware. 

Passing  over  this  narrow  strip  of  land  to  the  shores  of 
the  Delaware — we  have  , 

1.  The  Lehigh  Canal,  opening  an  outlet  from  the  in- 
exhaustible fields  of  coal  at  Maunch  Chunk  into  this  riv- 
er; with  the  certain  prospect  of  a  continuation  of  this 
navigation  to  the  Susquehanni,  and  Lake  Erie,  in  rever- 
sion. 

2.  The  central  Pennsylvania  Canals,  uniting  tlie  Del- 
aware and  Susquehanna  with  the  Allegheny  and  Lake 
Erie,  connecting  the  various  na'^'igable  streams  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  opening  an  avenue  by  which  her  immense 
agricultural  and  mineral  trade  will  flow  into  the  Dela- 
ware. 

3.  The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  connecting 
the  Delaware  with,  1.  The  Chesapeake  Bay  audits  trib- 
utary rivers  and  populous  cities — The  Susquehanna,  Pa- 
tuxet,  Rappahannock,  Potomac  and  James — Baltimore, 
Annapolis,  Norfolk,  Petersburg,  Fredericksburg,  Rich- 
mond, Alexandria,  Washington,  &c.  2.  The  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal,nowon  the  eve  of  completion,  and  soon  to 
become  navigable  to  Newbern,  in  North  Carolina.  And 
3.  The  splendid  Canal  and  Rail  road  projects,  now  in 
progress,  uniting  the  Ohio  river  with  the  Chesapeake. 

Such  is  the  brief  view  of  the  two  great  sections  of 
country  and  their  internal  navigations,  which  the  Dela- 
\yare  and  Rarltan  Canal  is  to  unite.      It  is  to  form  a 


iunction  between  the  East  river  navigation  and  its 
Canals,  and  the  New-York  Canals  on  one  side,-  and  the 
Lehigh,  central  Pennsylvania,  and  Chesapeake  naviga- 
tions and  Canals  on  the  other.  A  view  before  which,  '\n 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  mere  fact  that  this 
proposed  Canal  will  open  a  navigation  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New-York,  sinks  almost  into  insignificance. 

Butwe  proceed  to  the  inquiry — what  willbctheproh- 
ahle  revenue  of  thi  contemplated  Canal? 

This  must  arise  from  tolls  for  merchandize,  &.c.  ti  ans- 
ported  on  the  Canal,  and  passengers.  And  we  will 
consider,  -  _ 

1.  The  trade  of  the  East  river,  its  tributaries,  Canals 
and  Cities.  And  here  it  is  proper  to  remark  with  refer- 
ence to  the  investigations  wliich  follow,  that  while  the 
data  which  the  committee  have  beenable  to  obtain,  may 
he  generally  relied  on  as  correct;  yet  in  no  instance  has 
it  been  found  possible  to  arrive  at  any  thing  hke  the  full 
amount  of  trade  between  the  different  points  examined. 
And  this  circumstance  while  it  prevents  the  committee 
fi'om  presenting  a  full  view  of  the  advantages  of  the  Ca- 
nal in  point  of  revenue,  will  satisfy  the  house,  they 
trust,  that  their  estimates  are  not  too  large.  They  will 
confine  themselves  to  facts  as  far  as  they  have  been  able 
to  become  acquainted  with  them. 

By  an  examination  made  in  Philadelphia  in  1827,  the 
coasting  trade  between  that  city  and  t?he  following  ports 
amounted  to — 


Hartford, 

Nantucket, 

New  Bedford, 

Providence, 

Boston, 

Portsmouth, 

Portland, 

Salem, 

Newburyport, 
Hlngham,  - 
Stonington, 


$600,000 
384,000 
256,000 
-  1,480,000 
3^762,000 
260,000 
135,000 
182,000 
259,200 
259,200 
135,000 

^7,712,400* 


And  the  amount  paid  for  insurance  on  these  ship- 
ments was  three-fourths  per  cent.,  or  §55,000  exclusive 
of  freight. 

Now  it  is  a  principal  indisputable,  that  trade  will  al- 
ways seek  the  cheapest,  safest,  and  most  expeditious 
route — and  the  whole  of  this  trade,  if  the  Delaware  and 
Rarltan  Canal  was  opened,  would  have  the  benefit  of  a 
navigation  essentially  inland.  Some  of  it,  it  is  true, 
comes  from  beyxmd  Providence,  but  the  risk  it  would  be 
subject  to,  would  be  so  trifling  as,  either  to  do  away  th« 
necessity  ef  insurance  entirely,  or  reduce  the  Insurance 
to  at  least  one  quarter  per  cent. :  being  one  third  of  the 
present  rate,  inasmuch  as  the  danger  would  be  reduced 
nine-tenths,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate.  And  allow- 
ing thefreight  to  be  the  same  inland  ascoastwise,  though 
in  consequence  of  the  great  diminution  of  distance,  and 
supei'ior  certainty  and  rapidity  of  transit,  it  would  be  far 
less,  still  the  remaining  half  per  cent,  saved  in  the  insu- 
rance, would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  paj'  the  tolls  on 
the  Canal. 

As  the  above  estimate,  however,  only  embraces  the 
merchandize  which  was  transported  between  those 
ports  in  regular  lines,  and  did  not  include  a  large  amount 
sent  by.  transient  vessels,  the  committee  consider  the  ap- 
propriation of  that  amount  of  trade  from  this  source,  at 
one  half  per  cent,  on  the  above  ascertained  amount,  t© 
the  credit  of  the  probable  revenue  of  the  Canal,  as  a  ve- 
ry moderate  estimate — one  half  per  cent,  on  $7,712,000 
is  538,562. 

This  is  between  the  ports  above  mentioned  and  Phil- 
adelphia. 

But  an  extensive  trade  is  carried  on  between  the 


*See  a  general  table  ofthe  coasting  trade  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  Register,  vol.  1,  psge  72. 
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ports  and  places  within  the  range  of"  the  East  riyer  nav- 
ig-ation,  and  the  ports  and  places  south  of  the  Delaware. 
That  a  large  amount  of  this  trade  would  pass  throug-h- 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  is  manifest  from  the 
considerations  before  mentioned;  tlie  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake,  and  Dismal  Swamp  Canals,  Sec.  comple- 
ting- the  chain  of  inland  navig'ation  into  the  heart  of  the 
southern  countr}' — and  presenting  the  inducements  of 
safet)',  certainty,  and  speed,  and  an  exemption  from  in- 
surance ecjual  at  least  to  the  tolls  which  would  be  de- 
manded, ill  the  trade  in  question  to  seek  a  passage 
throug-h  the  Canal  to  its  eastern  destination.  ' 

Of  the  total  of  tliis  trade  the  committee  are  unable  to 
make  any  definite  estimate.  Providence  alone,- so  long 
ago  as  1821,  employed  from  5  to  6,000  tons  of  shipping 
in  it  constantly — or  about  50,000  tons  i)er  year.  And  as 
her  trade  to  Philadelphia  amounts  to  less  than  one-iifth 
of  that  between  Philadelphia  and  the  whole  eastern 
coast,  it  is  probable  her  trade  with  the  south  is  about  in 
the  same  proportion.  This  would  swell  the  amount  of 
this  trade  to  250,000  tons.  And  allowing  that  one-third 
only  of  this  would  pass  through  the  Canal,  paying  40 
cents  per  ton,  only,  or  1  cent  per  mile,-it  would  furnish 
us  with  an  additioal  item  of  revenue  amounting  to  $23,- 
o33 . 

2.  The  trade  of  the  New  YorJe  Cunak,  cmd  of  {he  cen- 
tral Pennsylvania  Canals. — These  may  be  reduced  to  a 
single  head.  New-Yoi'k  is  the  grancl  emporium  of  the 
one,  and  Philadelphia  of  the  other,  and  although  no  ad- 
equate estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  amount  of  this 
trade,  because  a  great  portion  of  it  is  yet  to  be  brought 
into  existence  by  the  completion  of  the  Canal  systems 
of  the  two  states,  yet  enough  may  be  ascertained  to  af- 
ford some  faint  idea  of  its  immense  extent  and  impor- 
tance. 

The  New  York  and  Philadelphia  trade,  cfc. 

The  revenue  of  the  Canal  from  this  source  may  be 
considered  by  reference,  1.  To  the  number  of  travel- 
lers between  these  two  points.  2.  To  the  amount  of 
merchandze  that  now  passes  over  land  from  erne  to  the 
other.  3.  To  the  ju-esent  ascertained  coasting  trade. 
And  4.  To  the  probable  increase  of  trade  consequent 
upon  a  cheap,  safe,  and  expeditious  Inland  communica- 
tion.   Of  these  in  their  order — 

1.  Travelling  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

Tlic  committee  have  ascertained  iliat  during  the  sea- 
son when  the  navigaticms  of  tlie  Delaware  and  Raritan 
ai-e  ogen  and  uni-bstructed — .say  from  9  to  10  months  in 
the  year,  there  are  <m  an  avernge  2,000  paaseiigcrs  at 
the  very  lowest  estimate,  between  the  two  cities  per 
week.:  That  is  86,000  per  travelUng  season.  In  the 
summer  months,  the  average  being  much  greater,  and 
in  the  spring  and  fall  sometimes  a  little  less.  These  are 
<;arried  at  an  expense  of  from  2  to  6  dollars — the  mini- 
mum price  being  much  lower  than  can  be  aftiorded  in 
the  present  mode  of  conveyance,  by  land,  from  the  Del- 
aware to  the  Raritan,  and  the  medium  price  4  dollars, be- 
ing probably  about  the  fair  one.  But  by  superseding 
the  necessity  of  land  carriage  altogether,  and  opening  a 
water  navigation,  the  price  would  be  established  at  a 
lower  rate  than  it  can  now  be  by  land,  and  allow  atoll 
of  half  a  cent  per  mile  from  each  passenger..  This  co.n- 
sideration  would  draw  to  the  Canal  those  whose  business 
d'd  not  require  great  despatch— which  would  be  the 
case  with  at  least  one-half  the  number,  or  43,000,  and 
produce  to  the  Canal  from  this  source  a  revenue  of  8,- 
600  dollars,  wilhout  ad'drng  any  thing  for  the  probable 
increase  of  travelling  consequent  upon  a  cheap  anil  safe 
conveyance. 

2.  Merchandise  now  transported  over  land. 

This  is  a  trade  which  will  at  once  flow  thi-ough  the 
Canal,  as  soon  as  completed— to  prove  which  requires 
neltlier  estimates  nor  a  process  of  reasoning-.  The  com- 
mltlee  liave  taken  pains  to  obtain  as  accurate  an  esti- 
mate of  this  trade  as  possible  from  the  persons  engaged 
in  it;  and  find  it -amounts  to  about  8,000  tons  per  an- 
num, paying  for  transportation  between  the  Delaware 


and  the  R.aritan,  and  freight  on  the  adjacent  tide-waters, 
an  average  of  60  cts.  per  hundred,  or  12,00  dollars  per 
ton.    This  trade  could  of  course  be  passed  through  the 
Canal  from  city  to  city  at  the  same  rate' as  is  estimated 
for-ather  trade,  viz.  1  cent  per  ten  per  mile,  or  at  one-- 
eighteenth  of  the  actual  expense  to  which  it  is  at  pre- 
sent subjected.  Though,  in  consequence  of  its  frequent-" 
ly  consisting  of  the  most  valuable  articles,  the  heavy 
rate  of  insurance  on  which,  compels  it'to  seek  inlands 
instead  of  coastwise,  transportation,  it  would  doubtless 
yield  a  much  higher  toll — a  remark  which  applies  in- 
deed, with  greater  or  less  force,  to  all  the  v.ariety.  of 
merchandise  included  in  the  estimates  the  committee 
have  made,  or  shall  yet  make.      From  this  trade  there- 
fore, the  Canal  will  derive  another  item  of  revenue, 
which  if  we  estimate  the  toll  at  only  two  and  a  half  cents 
per  ton,  per  mile,  would  amount  to  the  sum  of  8,000. 
3  .  The  present  ascertained  coasting  trade. 
'I  he  investigations  which  have  been  made  in  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia,  by  the  agent  employed  by  his 
ex-  ellency  the  Governor,  u".der  the  resolution  of  the 
last  sitting,  presents,  upon  the  face  of  it,  but  a  partial 
statement  of  the  coasting  trade  between  the  two  cities, 
and  exhibits  the  niinirniun  amount  only.     From  these 
statements  it  appears  that  the  coasting  trade  betweerj 
Philadelphia  and  New-York,  amounted  to  56,000  tons 
the  past  _year — and  from  investigations  made  by  the 
same  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  it  fin-ther  appears  that 
the  Schuylkill  coid  trade  to  New-York.and  the  eastern 
ports  is  increasing  to  a  great  extent,  and  fully  warrants 
the  addition  of  40,000  tons  as  the  basis  of  future  calcu- 
lations.   This  trade  pays  a  freight  of  about  §1  44  to  §1 
60  per  ton,  between  Philadelphia  and  New-York,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  insurance,  which  averag'cs  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  value  of  the  articles  shfpped.  Estimating-  the  rate 
of  tolls  which  would  be  charged  on  these  articles  at  40 
cents,  or  1  cent  per  mile  through  the  main  Canal,  and_ 
the  freight  fi'om  city  to  city  at  21  cents  per  ton,  an  al- 
lowance of  freight  amply  sufficient,  inasmuch  "as  the 
boats  which  w  ould  navigate  a  Canal  of  the  dimensions 
pi-oposed,  would  carry  150  tons,  the  freight  on  which,' 
at  21  cents,  would  be  §21  50  each  way,  or  43  dollars  for 
each  voyage  out  arid  back,  full  cargo;-  it  would  amount 
to  but  61  cents  per  ton  for  freig-lit  and  toll  by  the  Ca- 
nal, being-  83  to  99  cents  ]jerton  cheaper  than  the  pre- 
sent freightage,  besides  saving  the  ivhole insurance.  This 
would  draw  to  the  Canal  the  whole  of  this  trade,  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  doubt.    There  is  no  room  for  specu- 
lation on  this  subject.    It  is  imj^ossible  to  be  deceived. 
It  is  as  certain  as  that  the  minds  of  men  .are  g-overned  by 
considerations  of  interest;  as  certain  as  that  these  con- 
siderations govern  the  tradin;.^  community:  that  this 
trade  will  flo'.v  into  the  safest,  most  direct,  ami  niost  sure 
channel,  when  tlu-ough  that  channel  it  can  be  conveyed 
at  one  third,  or  less  than  a  third  of  the  expense  that  would 
attend  its  passage  through  any  other.     This  96,000  ton.s, 
would,  therefore,  pass  througli   the  Canal,  yielding  a 
revenue  of  38, 400  dollars  per  annum.    ,  - 
4.    Probahle  increase  of  trade.  ■  ' 

I'he  distance  from  New-York  to  Philadelphia,  coast- 
wise, is  three  times  as^reat  as  that  by  the  route  of  the 
proposed  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal;  and  is  attended 
witli  tlie  disadvantages  of  a  dangerous  coast,  a  hea- 
vy expense  for  insurance,  and  great  uncertainty  as 
to  the  time  within  which  the  voyage  can  be  made.  These 
are  difficulties  more  sensibly  felt,  and  o])erating  more 
extensively  on  tlie; trading-  Interests  than  can  be  readily 
conceived.    A  few  facts  Will  serve  to  illustrate  them. 

1.   The  ordinary  rate' of  insurance  between  the  two 
cities,  in  the  best  vessels,  is  one  half  per  cent. 

But  let  IIS  see  how  this  operates.  Take  the  lowest 
priced  articles;  for  example,  common  crqrtary:  this  costs 
about  173  dollars  per  ton,  and  the  insurance  is  86  cents. 
Sheet  Iron,  cost  about  170  dollars  per  ton:  the  insurance 
on  wliich  is  85  cents.  This  the  merchant  has  to  pay  be- 
sides the  expense  of  freight. 

These  articles,  pas.sing  through  the  Canal,  would  pay 
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atoll  of  40  cents  a  ton  (or  one  cent  per  mile)  and  the 
[      freig-ht  from  city  to  city  would  not  exceed  21  cents, 
I      which  would  pay,  as  Wiis  before  observed,  to  a  boat  of 
!      150  tons,  §21  50  each'  way;  and  this  toll  and  -freight 
would  amount  to  but  61  cents^  being  24  to  25  cenls  per 
ion  kssfov  the  whole  expense  for  transportation  by  the 
Canal,  ihari  is  now  paid  fur  the  insurance  merely  of  the 
very  lowest  priced  articles. . 

On  hig-her  priced  articles  the  insurance  is  proportion- 
!      ably  greater.     On  merchandise  worth  1000  dollars  per 
ton,  for  example,  the  insurance  is  5  dollars;  while  the 
price  of  transjjoi  tation  by  the  Canal,  is  the  same,  or  but 
a  trifle  more  than  on  that  of  a  lower  price. 

The  price  of  freight  between  tlie  two  cities  varies 
from  $1  44_to  1  60  per  ton;  the  average  rate  is  probably 
$1  50;  and  this  whole  amount,  and  more,  would  be  sa- 
ved entirely  by  the  Canal. 

The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  put  in  motion  every  ar- 
ticle, in  eitiier  city,  which  would  bring  one  per  cent, 
more  in-the  other;  the  cost  of  transportation  throug-h 
the  Canal,  being-  but  little  more  than  one  half  per  cent; 
while  now  no  article  will  bear  transshipment  wliich  does 
not  bring  2  to  3,  5  and  even  10  per  cent,  more  in  one 
city  than  in  the  other.  And  a  single  g-lance  at  these  tvs'o 
great  marts  of  trade  will,  the  committee  believe,  satisfy 
every  one  that  upon  these  principles,  the  equaliza- 
tion of  the  mtirkets  would- double  the  trade  between 
them. 

.  .2.  -JBut-vvithout  depending  upon  this  state  of  facts  a- 
lone,, the  committee  believe  there-is  another  and  very 
important  reason  upon  which  to  found  the  estimate, of  a  - 
large  increase  of  ti'ade  between  New-York  and  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  event  of  -this  Canal's  being  completed..  The 
internal  navigation  system  of  Fenrrsylvania  has  as  yet 
scarcely  operated  upon  the  trade  6f  her  gn-eat  capital. 
Her  canals  are  yet  to  .be  completed;  her  rich  inland 
trade  has  yet  to  find  its  way  to  fhiladelphia,  whence  it 
will  seek  the  most  advantageous  market — and  if  your 
committee  should  be  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  con- 
siderations adduced  under  the  first  head  would  double 
tlie  trade  heretofore  estimated,  they  believe  this,  addi- 
tional consideralion  fully  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  the 
trade  between  these  two  cities  would  speedily  be  dou- 
ble the  amovint  which  lias  been  estimated. 

But  out  of  abundanf  caution  the  committee  will  esti- 
mate the  increase  of  ti-ade  from  all  these  causes  at  but  50 
per  cent.,  which  woiild  add  23,200  dollars  to  the  rev- 
enue. 

3..  The  next  Item  of  revenue  is  from  ilte  Lehigh  Ca- 
nal and  tipper  Delaware  ti-ade.  This  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  consider  under  tlieiivseveral  heads:  and 

1.    The-Coul trade.    -  . 

Coal  is  rapidly  becoming  the  great  staple  article  offu- 
el,  wherever  it  can  be  obtained.  And  as  the  quantity  at 
the  various  mines  is  wholly  inexhaustible;  which  ever 
source  can  furni-sh  the  cheapes-t  supply  will  supersede 
the  others  to  a  great  extent  in  the  market,  or  at  least  will 
:  -be  able  to  find  a  market  for  all  it  can  produce. 

The  rate  at  which  it  c£m  be  supplied  dejiends  upon 
ihe  facilities  with  which  it  can  be  got  to  market. 

The  Mauch  Chunk  coal  field  at  the  head  of  the  Le- 
high Canal,  extends  from  the  Lehigh  to  the  head  waters 
of  the  S  watara,  and  is  inexhaustible.    There  is,  another 
coal  field  ec[ually  large,  10  miles  above,  and  butting  on 
•  the  Lehigh — and  tlie  Wyoming  coal  fields  ex.tending 
I    .from  the  headwaters  of  ;he  Lackawana  to  near  Ber- 
j      wick,  may  be  reached"  by  a  canal  or  rail  road  a  few  miles 
in  length  from  the  Lehigh  thirty  miles  above  Mauch 
Chunk.  ■  -  ^ 

But  the  present  supply  is  from  Manch  Chunk— and  this 
mine  possesses  advantages  in  several  material,  respects 
over  evei-y  other  in  the  country.  1.  The  different  veins  in 
this  mine  all  join,  rendering  a.single  shaft  suihclent — all 
the  other  known,  are. in  separata  veins,  requiring  sepa- 
rate shafts.  2.  There- is  a  natural  descent  from  the 
mine  to  the  l.ehig-h,  over  which  a  rail  road  has  been 
-  made,  and  on  which  the  coal  descends  by  its  own  gravi- 


tation to  the  boats — an  advantag-e  possessed  no  where 
else.  3.  The  Lehig-h  Canal  is  owned  by  the  conjpany, 
and  has  water  enough  to  fill  its  locks  every  three  min- 
utes— and  their  boats  can-ylng  130  to  1 50  tons,  are  man- 
ag-ed  by  the  same  hands  as  would  be  'required  by  boats 
of  25  tons.  These  are  cirevmnstances  which  enable  that 
company  to  get  their  coal  afloat  as  cheap,  if  not  far 
cheaper,  than. any  ottier. 

The  popuKation  nerth  and  east  of  the  Raritan  which 
may  be  reached  by,  or  who  reside  within  a  few  miles  of, 
water  navigation,  is  about  1,500,000.  1-f  coal  was  to  be 
universally  used,  the  estimate  ordinarily  made,  being 
three-fourths  of  a  ton  to  each  individual,  this  population 
would  require  a  million  tons  per  annum.  Philadelphia 
cohsumed  the  last  year  nearly  100,000  tons,  and  the  de- 
mand is  constantly  increasing.*  Pittsburg  consumes  65 
bitshelsto  an  individual;  and  London,  with  a  population 
of  1,500,000  consumes  1,935,000  tons  per  year.  From 
these  facts  we  may  foi  m  an  estimate  of  what  would  be 
the  demand  in  New  York  and  the  eastern  and  northern 
cities. 

Here  then  is  an  immense  coal  market.  IVould  the 
Lehigh  Company  siipipltj  it^  in  ichole  or  in  part?  And 
would  that  supply  pass_  through  the  canaj we  contemplate? 
These  are  questions  to  which  the  committee  will  endea- 
vour to  furnish  a  satisfactory  answer. 

It  has  already,  appeared  that  theLe'h'igh  Company 
can  get  their  Coal  afloat  cheaper  than  any  other  com- 
pany. The  question  whether  they  would  supply  the 
New  York  and  eastern  market,  then,  depends  uporj 
their  relative  distance  from  them.  The  only  coal  mine 
of  the  country  that  could  compete  with  the  Lehigh  com- 
pany in  the  supjily  of  the  New  York  and  eastern  mar- 
kets^, through  a  different xhunnel,  ]fi  thsit  at  Carbondale, 
whence  the  coal  passesthrough  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son Canal  to  New  York.    Tills  route  is, as  follows; 

Distance  by  rail  road  from  .Carbondale  to 


the  canal       -       -       -       -  -         16  miles. 

TJience  by  the  canal  to  Kingston  on  the 

Hudson         -       -       -       -  -       106  - 

Lockage  1431  feet,  equal  to      -  -  Jl_ 

From  Kingston  to  New  York     -  100        " - 


Total  distance  to  N.  York  from  Carbondale    293  miles. 

From  Mauch  Chunk  to  New  York  the  distance  is  as 
follows: 

To  the  motith  of  the  Lehigh  by  the  Com-  '■ ' 


pany's  canal  -  -  ...  55  nilles. 
Thence  by  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal 

to  the  Raritan  -       -       -  .  .  -       .  90  .. 

Lockage  .of,  say  equal  to           -       --  4    "  ■ 

Thence  to  New  York.                      .-  35    ,  . 


Total  distance  from  Mauch  Clmnk  mines") 

to  New  York  by  the  Delaware  and  C  184  miles. 
Raritan  Canal,  \ 
Making  a  diflerence  of  109  miles,  in  favour  of  the  De- 
laware and  Raritan  tJarial  route. 

Nor  could  the, Morris  Canal  successfully  com~pete  wltfi 
this  route  for  the  supply  of  coaL 

The  distance  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  the 

Passaic  by  that  CanaJ,  is     -       -       131  miles. 
'From  the  Passaic  to  New  Yoi-k-      -  27 
Lockage  1644  feet  (computing  20  feet 

rise  or  fall  as  equal  to  one  mile)  '  • 

,would  be     -  .      -       -       -       .       82'        -'  •- 

Total  distance  by  this  route         ,         240  miles.  - 
56  miles  further  than  by  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
Canal. 

_  The  other  coal  mines  in  Pennsylvania  (the  Schuyl- 
kill, gcc.)  heing  so  situated  that  their  nearest  route'to 
the  eastern  can;d,  would  be  also  through  the  contem- 
plated canal,  it  is.  unnecessary  to  institute  any  inquiry 
here  respecting  them. 


*  This  is  erroneous — Sec  Register,  vol.  III.  p.  8Q. 
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Havint!;  shown  then,  as  the  committee  believe,  conclu- 
sively, that  the  New  York  and  eastern  markets  can  be 
supplied  with  the  article  of  coal  through  the  medium  of 
the  proposed  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  with  more 
facility  than  throug-h  any  other,  and  having  shown  too 
that  the  eastern  market  is  sufficiently  extensive  to  con- 
sume any  amount  the  transportation  of  which  could  be 
now  readily  contemplated,  the  committee  observe,  that 
the  Lehigh  Company  have  manifested  a  willingness  to 
contract  i'ov  the  passage  of  100,000  tons  through  the 
Canal  and  feeder,  from  their  mines,  alone,  per  year, 
from  the  first  year  of  the  completion  of  the  canal — and 
this  with  the  other  considerations  to  which  they  liave 
called  the  attention  of  the  House,  induces  them  to  be- 
lieve they  may  safely  add  that  amount  of  trade  as  de- 
rivable from  that  source.  This  at  one  cent  per  ton  per 
mile  for  60  miles,  feeder  and  canal,  would  be  $60,000. 

2.  'I  he  next  source  of  revenue  under  this  head  is  to 
be  derived  from  the  upper  Delaware  trade — and  that  of 
the  country  through  which  the  feeder  passes. 

The  Delaware  is  navigable  for  boats  130  miles  above 
the  Jersey  line,  or  at  a  rough  estimate  250  miles  above 
the  tide  water  at  Trenton — for  a  great  part  of  this  dis- 
tance it  passes  through  a  thickly  settled,  agricultural 
country — abounding  in  lumlier,  grain,  pork,  oil,  &c.  a 
considerable  quantity  of  which  would  go  to  the  New 
York  market  by  the  cnnal. 

The  state  convention  which  met  at  Princeton  in  1827, 
estimated  the  revenue  of  the  canal  from  this  source  at 
$35,000.  Your  committee  are  aware  of  the  uncertainty 
of  estimates  thus  formed,  from  data  necessarily  vague 
and  indefinite.  Uut  from  the  combination  of  talent,  ex- 
perience, and  knowledge,  from  which  the  estimate 
emanated;  and  from  the  corroborating  facts  apparent 
from  the  face  of  the  country  and  its  known  trade  and  re 
sources,  your  committee  are  led  to  believe  that  by  tak 
ing  one-third  of  that  estimated  revenue,  they  keep  with' 
in  those  bounds  which  they  have  hitherto  prescribed  to' 
themselves.     This  would  be  $11,666. 

3.  The  third  and  l.ast  source  of  revenue  under  this 
head,  to  which  the  committee  will  advert,  is  connected 
with  the  contemplated  continuation  of  the  Lehigh  na- 
vigation to  the  Susquehanna,  and  from  thence  by  way 
of  the  Seneca  or  Cayuga  lakes  to  the  Erie  Canal  ami  the 
great  lakes. 

A  water  communication  already  exists  between  the 
west  branch  of  Susquehanna  and  Lake  Erie,  with  short 
l)ortagps,  and  the  connection  of  the  Susquehanna  with 
the  Lehigh  will  sOon  be  effected.  Thirty  miles  above 
Ataucli  Chunk,  the  waters  of  the  latter  river  are  upon 
the  summit  level  between  that  and  the  Susquehanna 
.at  about  10  miles  distance,  and  the  junction  can  be  ef- 
fected with  the  utmost  ease.  The  spirit  of  enterprise 
is  abroad  in  I'ennsylvania,  and  she  has  already  fixed  her 
eye  upon  that  important  link,  and  promised  its  comple- 
tion. - 

This  will  open  to  the  contemplated  canal  across  our 
state  all  the  advantages  of  a  revenue  from  a  back  kind 
agricultural  trade.  The  immense  agricultural  regions 
of  northern  Pennsylvania  and  southern  New  York; 
equal  in  richness  of  soil  .and  extent  of  territory  to  those 
through  which  the  New  York  canals  pass,  will  pour 
their  products  through  this  avenue  to  the  Atlantic— ^and 
as  tlve  New  York  Canal  trade  yields  already  a  revenue  of 
$833,000  per  annum  to  their  Canals — this  trade,  equal 
in  extent  and  importance,  the  legitimate  property  of 
of  our  canal,  as  a  source  of  revemie,  forms  in  the  minds 
of  the  committee  a  poweiful  Inducement  tor  its  com- 
pletion. Piut  your  committee  leave  it  as  a  reversionary 
interest.  They  forbear  introducing  it  into  their  esti- 
mates; though  they  could  not  in  justice  forbear  advert- 
ing to  it  in  these  strong  terms. 

"passing  by  the  Central  ['ennsjdvania  Canals,  as  con- 
nected with,  and  already  considered  under  the  head  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  New  York  trade. 

4.  We  come  to  the  fourth  and  last  item  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  probable  revenue  of  the  canal  from  the  De- 


laware and  the  Raritan — TTie  Chesapeake  and  southern 
trade. 

The  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  which  will  be 
completed  early  in  the  spring,  opens  to  the  Delaware, 
the  trade  of  Mai  yland,  Virginia,  southern  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Carolinas;  to  which  will,  in  process  of  time,  be 
added  that  of  the  Ohio. 

This  trade  has  been  already  considered  as  far  as  the  I 
ports  on  the  east  river  is  concerned — and  it  remains  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  trade  between  the  ports  and 
places  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  the  city  of  New- 
York.  This  trade,  so  far  as  carried  on  in  regularly  licens- 
ed vessels,  now  amounts  to  155,000  tons,  according  to 
the  report  of  an  agent  employed  by  the  Governor  to 
make  the  investigations,  and  pays  $2,  on  the  average, 
per  ton  for  freight,  besides  insurance.  This  amount  has 
been  furnished,  like  that  of  the  New-York  and  Philadel- 
phia trade,  as  the  very  minimum — and  probably  does 
not  embrace  two  thirds  of  that  actually  existing,  when 
we  consider  that  it  includes  Baltimore,Annapo1is, Wash- 
ington,Alexandria, Norfolk,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  &c. 
together  with  the  natural  and  artificial  navigations  ofthe 
Bay. But  taking  this  amount  for  the  basis  of  our  estimate, 
at  one  cent  ])er  ton  per  mile  toll,  it  amounts  to  $62,000.  , 

The  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  advance  argu- 
ments to  prove  th.at  the  trade  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
would  pass  to  New  York  by  the  canal?.    The  same  reas-  ! 
oning  u  hich  applied  to  the  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
trade,  applies,  in  its  full  force,  to  this,  the  price  of  insu- 
rance is  increased  in  proportion,  at  least,  to  the  extent 
of  additional  canal  navigation:  and  it  could  easily  be 
shown  that  the  tiade  ofthe  Chesapeake  would  be  trans- 
ported by  the  canals  to  New  York  at  but  little,  if  any  i 
tiling,  more  than  the  rate  of  insurance  nov/  paid — which 
would  save  the  whole  amount  now  paid  for  freight.  i 
'I'he  committee  cannot  close  this  important  branch  of  I 
their  inquiry  without  adverting  to  several  facts  intimate-  j 
ly  connected  with  it.  { 

1.  They  have  founded  all  their  estimates  upon  an  un-  i 
interrupted  state  of  jjfcfce.  It  was  ascertained  that  du-  i 
ring  the  l.ast  war  with  England,  the  sum  of  $2,000,000  j 
was  expended  in  the  transportation  of  various  articles  | 
across  New-Jersey  in  vvagons;  and  a  state  of  hostility  | 
with  a  maritime  power  would  always  tend  to  increase, 
to  a  vast  extent,  the  revenue  of  the  proposed  canal. 

2.  They  have  taken  in  all  their  estimates,  the  lowest 
rate  of  tolls;  instead  of  one  cent  per  ton,  per  mile,  most 
articles  of  transportation  will  heav  doub/e  the  amount  of 
tolls,  at  least,  and  this  woidd  increase  tksir  estimates  more 
than  50  per  cent. 

3.  They  have  not  taken  into  the  account  at  all  the  lo- 
cal trade  of  the  canal,  which  would,  without  a  doubt,  a-  i 
mount  to  a  very  considerable  sum :  and 

4.  In  all  their  estimates  they  have  taken  the  lowest  \ 
possible  amounts  of  revenue;  while  they  have  admitted,  ; 
for  the  completion  of  the  ca"nal,  the  highest  possible  a-  } 
mount  of  expenditiu'e.  j 

But  notwithstanding  this,  tbe  result  to  which  they 
have  arrived  is  as  follows:  i 
Cost  on  the  Canal  and  Feeder  (largest 

dimensions)  $1,114,741  i 

On  wliich  the  interest  per  annum,  at  five 

per  cent,  would  be  55,737  05  ! 

Revenue  fiom  Canal  and  Feeder,  derivable  from: 

1.  The  East  river  &C.  trade  with  Philadel.    $38,562  \ 

2.  The  do.    do.  trade  with  the  south.  Sec  33,333 

3.  N.  Y^ork  8c  Philadelphia  trade  &c.  viz. 

1.  From  Travellers  8,600 

2.  Inland  Trade  '  8,000 

3.  Coasting  trade  38,400—46,400  1 

4.  From  the  increase  oftrade  &c.(50  p.c.)      23,200  '■ 

5.  I. f  high  and  Upper  Delaware  trade  viz: 

1.  Ccaftrade  60,000 

2.  Upper  Delaware,  &.C.  11,666 

6.  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Trade      ^  62,000 

'    ,    ■  "■  $283,761 
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From  which  it  appears  that  the  minimum  amount  of 
revenue  w  hich  will  be  received  from  this  Canal^  will 
amount  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  tliree  tliousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars,  which  is  more  than  25 
per  cent  per  annum,  on  the  largest  estimated  amount  of 
capital  necessary  to  complete  it.  A  revenue,  which 
after  deducting-  tlie  necessary  expenses  of  repairs,  &,c. 
would  pai/  tlie  interest  and  entirebj  liquidate  the  principal 
(if  the  capital  in  less  than  Jive  years  after  its  completion; 
leaving-  tiie  state  forever  thereafter  in  the  possession  of 
a  clear  yearly  revenue,  from  this  single  source,  of  many 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  as  the  people 
mig-ht  direct,  for  their  benefit. 

The  Committee  then  take  a  cursory  view  of  different 
canals  in  this  country  and  Eng-Iand  and  shew  the  advan- 
tages attending-  them  respectively  and  remark  that: 

"The  Canal  proposed  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Rar- 
itan,  does  essentially  unite  them  all;  and  that  witliout  the 
possibility  of  equal  competition.  It  connects  Philadel- 
phia, rapidi)'  becoming  one  of  the  greatest  manufactur- 
ing cities  in  the  Union,  with  Neuj  York,  already  our 
greatest  commercial  city.  It  opens  the  inexhaustible 
C'oal  Mines  of  Pennsylvania  to  an  Immense  eastern 
market;  and  it  connectsXhe  three  great  inland  navigations 
of  the  north  and  east,  with  the  numerous  canals  west  of 
the  Delaware. 

If,  then,  each  of  these  advantages',separatelv,produce 
jnvariably  the  results  we  have  seen:  wha  will  be  their 
effect  when  they  come  to  he  allvMited,  in  ^ne  single  Ca- 
nal. 

The  committee  will  now  conclude  tlieir  observa 
tions  on  the  subject  of  the  probable  revenue  of 
the  proposed  Canal,  with  a  single  remark,  in  reference 
to  the  capacity  of  the  Canal  to  pass  the  amount  of  trade 
Mhich  is  contemplated  by  their  estimates. 

Locksj  calculated  for  bQats  of  150  tons,  require  15 
minutes  for  the  passage  of  each  boat,  and  this  would  be 
the  ordinary  tonnage  of  boats  navigating  the  canal  pro- 
posed; at  this  estimate  48  boats  could  pass  per  day  of 
12  hours,  or  7,200  tons;  which,  for  200  days  in  the  year, 
alone,  would  be  1,440,0D0  tons,  on  whicli  the  tolls  at 
but  1  per  cent  per  mile,  per  ton,  would  amount  to 
§576,000— -and  when'  the  accommodation  of  a  greater 
trade  became  necessary,  double  locks  might  be  con- 
structed at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  which  would 
at  once  double  the  capacity  of  the  Canal — and  admit  of 
the  passage  of  a  sufficient  trade  to  yield  a  revenue  of 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum. 

"But  the  committee  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  A  few 
promiscuous  remarks,  on  subjects  not  coming  within 
the  range  of  the  preceding  discussion,  and  they  have 
done.  And 

1.  Some  difficulty  may  arise,  at  first  view,  in  regard 
to  the  contemplated  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
for  the  purpose  of  feeding  this  canal.  In  regard  to  this 
matter  the  committee  remark,  that  the)'  apprehend  this 
state  possesses  the  right  to  appropriate  the  waters  of 
that  river  to  its  own  purpose,  provided  it  does  not  affect 
injuriously,  the  natural  navlg-ation;  and  it  has  been  as- 
certained by  the  calculation  of  scientific  gentlemen, 
whose  statements  have  heretofore  been  received  as  au- 
thority, that  the  water  necessary  to  snpply  a  canal  30 
feet  by  4,  would  reduce  the  water  of  the  river,  at  the 
falls  opposite  Trenton,  but  i-  of  an  inch  at  low  water; 
consequently,  a  canal  60  by  8  feet  would  reduce  it  but 
2-3  of  an  inch.  And  besides,  when  the  river  is  low, 
there  is  no  navigation  to  interfere  with,  and  when  high, 
the  water  would  not  be  sensibly  diminished  at  all.  But 
the  committee  believe,  independent  of  these  facts  that 
Pennsylvania  is  now  desir  ous  of  an  arrangement  for  the 
mutual  use  of  these  waters,  and  that  she  will  be  the  first 
to  apply  for  the  privilege:  thus  this  objection  is  esteemed 
but  as  a  shadow,  and  even  that  is  about  to  be  removed." 

"The  dimensions  of  the  canal,  lias  been  assumed  in 
.  the  report  at  60  by  8— that  of  the  feeder  at  40  by  5. 
The  committee  considered  these  dimensions  as  best 
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suited  to  their  view  of  trade,  and  importance  of  the  canal, 
consequent  upon  its  peculiar  location.  The  lower  Del 
aware.  East  River,  Hudson,  and  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware navigations,  seem  to  demand  a  connecting  link 
of  ample  dimensions.  The  national  intei  ests  appear  to 
call  for  it — and  there  arc  other  considerations  which  fa- 
vour it.  A  large  canal  is  easier  navigated  than  a  small 
one.  On  the  Tonnewanta,  where  tlie  Erie  canal  is  150 
feet  wide  by  20  deep,  2 -horses  draw  a  boat  6  miles  an 
hour,  with  ease,  while,  on  the  other  side  of  the  ii^ountain 
ridge,  where  the  canal  is  low  and  i-.arrow,  3  horses  draw- 
it  3  miles  an  hour  ivith  difficulty.  And  on  Geneial  Ber- 
nard's authority  it  is  stated,  that  100  horses  will  peiform 
the  same  work  on  a  canal  00  feet  wide,  as  121  horses 
will  perform  on  one  45  feet  wide,  in  consequence  of  the 
water,  in  a  narrow  canal,  colkrtiiig  so  ni:uth  more  at  the, 
how  of  the  bout.  Oonsetjuently,  transportation  may  be 
dome  cheaper  on  a  large  than  on  a  small  canal,  a  consid- 
eration of  deep  importance  in  the  case  under  conte  m- 
plation." 

Extracts  from  a  report  of  Jno.  N.  Simtsox,  {an  agent 
appjointedby  the  Governor  of  Nciu  Jersey^ 

"But to  form  a  proper  estimate  of  the  importance  of 
the  Delaware  and  liarltan  Canal,  in  facilitating  interna- 
tional conime)-ce,  and  the  immense  revenue  it  must 
eventually  produce,  from  imiting  so  man)-  and  surh  ex- 
tensive ramifications  of  canal  and  river  navig-ations  on 
each  side  of  New  Jersey,  we  must  look  forward,  a  little, 
to  the  completion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canals,  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Ohio  canal,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Rail  l{oad.  Whenever  all  these  great  improv-enienls 
shall  be  finished,  the  Delaware  and  liai-itan  Canal  can- 
not fail  to  draw  through  it  the  productions  of  a  greater 
extent  of  country  than  any  other  in  the  known  world. 
These  improvements  will  presently  open  to  it  not  only 
the  vast  magazines  of  coal  and  other  mineral  treasures 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  various  productions  both  of  the 
Atlantic  and  of  the- western  states.  This  is  no  visionary 
speculation;  it  is  foundedin  the  plainest_d. elates  of  rea- 
son; is  in  perfect  coincidence  with  the  lessons  of  expe- 
rience, and  is  the  sober  deduction  of  common  Eense. 
t,et  any  man  of  sound  reflection  look  forward  fifty  or  an 
hundred  year.s,  and  calculate  what  must  then  be  the 
population,  and  the.  agricultural,  commercial,  and  ma- 
nufacturing resources  of  these  United  States;  and  it 
cannot  fail  to  discover  in  this  canal,  not  only  a  mine  of 
wealth  to  New  Jer-sey,  but  a  political  engine  of  the 
g-rcatest  value  and  importance,  by  which  she  may  at  all 
times  and  under  every  emerg-ency,  which  may  in  the 
course  of  time  and  events  arise,  command  the  respect 
of  all  her  sister  .states.  And  however  men,  who  take 
one  sided  and  partial  views  of  the  subject  may  now 
hesitate  and  doubt  as  to  the  policy  of  the  measure;  let 
it  only  be  carried  into  effect,  and  the  day  is  not  very 
remote  when  every  unprejudiced  mind  will  see  it  as 
clearly  as  if  written  with  a  sun  beam;  for  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  it  will  not  require  above  twelve  or  fif- 
teen years  at  most,  and  very  probably  a  considerably 
shorter  period,  for  the  tolls  to  reimburse  the  state  from 
the  entire  expense  of  its  construction." 

"In  speaking  of  the  Lehigh  coal,  the  committee  of 
Congress  in  their  report  referred  to  say,  that  "in  the 
course  of  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  mduths,  the^  com- 
pany expect  to  have  an  ascending  navigation  complet- 
ed; which  they  are  now  carrying  on  with  great  vigor. — 
When  they  shall  have  completed  their  up  and  down  na- 
vigation, they  expect,  [continue  the  committee]  to  be 
able  to  carry  down  to  Philadelphia  100,000  tons  of  coal 
annually.  But,  say  the  committee,  what  will  give  a 
new  and  efficient  impulse  to  the  coal  trade,  is  that  with- 
in the  last  month,  the  Union  Canal,  tmiting  the  waters  of 
the  Susquehanna  with  the  ScViuylkill,  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  that  coal  from  the  finr.ier,  had  aln^ady  be- 
gan to  flow  through  it  to  Philailelphia."  They  speak 
of  the  coal  on  the  bus<[uehanna  as  not  only  superabun- 


122 


of/la  WARE  AND  RARITAN  CANAL. 


tl'''jiBHtriinS' 


dant,  but  of  superior  quality  and  of  very  easy  access; 
aiid  represent,  tluit  according-  to  the  present  ratio  of  in- 
crease of  the  qiiantitj'  niisetl,  and  of  consumption,  in 
five  years,  one  million  of  tons  per  annum  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  forwarded  to  Philadelphia,  from  the  Sus- 
quehanna, Sclui\lkill,  and  the  Leliigh. 

If  lliis  should  be  realized,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  Phi- 
ladelphia will  be  abundant!}'  supplied  from  tlie  Susque- 
hanna anfl  the  Schuylkill,  and  that  the  best  and  most 
profit-able  maiket  fen- the  Lehigh,  will  be  the  city  of  N. 
York,  assoon  as  the  Delaware  and  Haritan  Canal  shall 
have  been  constructed.  Here  then  is  a  most  copious 
.md  durable  source  of  income  to  tl-^is  canal,  as-soon  as  it 
can  be  constiucted,  and  will  probably  g-o  on  from  year 
to  year,  to  aug-ment  for  ag-es  to  come.  Were  this  the 
only  source  of  support,  it  would  fully  justify  the  con- 
struction of  this  canal,  for  the  toll  woidd  presently  re- 
pay the  interest  of  the  cost  of  it.  But  it  is  quite  probable 
that  from  its  peculiarly  favourable  location,  on  which  ever 
of  the  proposed  routes  it  may  ultimately  be  fixed,  this 
woidd  not  constitute  above  a  thiid  part  of  the  tonnag-e 
of  wliat  would  pass  through  it,  and  on  many  other  arti- 
cles the  toll  would  be  much  higher.  It  is  impossible  to 
calcul.itc  witli  matliematlcal  prec  sion,  what  amount  of 
tolls  this  canal  from  all  its  different  sources  of  income, 
may  on  its  completion  produce;  but  it  is  presumed,  the 
following  statement  will  be  fully  realized; 

Say  then  that  the  Canal  and  Feeder  will  be^  - 
sixty  miles  in  lengtli,  and  that  100,000  tons  of 
coal  from  the  I^chigh,  to  p;iy  only  a  cent  a  ton 
per  mile,  shall  yearlj'  pass  through  it,  will  give  §60,000 

From  the  g-i-eat  facility  of  communication 
which  this  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  (now  ncai-ly  finished)  will  aftbrd,  be- 
tween New  York,  Philadelphia,  lialtimore, 
and  other  ports  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  the 
intercoui-se  will  be  immensely  increased;  for  a 
very  small  variation  in  the  price  of  an}'  article, 
in  any  of  these  markets,  wotdd  cause  ship- 
ments throug-b  these  canals,  where  insurance 
would  be  unnecessary,  and  certainty  of  time 
could  be  calculated  on,  so  that  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  coasting  trade  between  N.  York, 
the  Delaware  river  and  Bay,  and  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  as  nov/  furnished  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  that  ciiy,  namely,  211,000  tons,  may 
safely  be  assumed  as  the  minimum  on  which 
foil  would  be  collected;  to  which  must  be 
added,  what  now  passes  Inland,  say  10,000 
tons  more,  m-aking  an  aggregate  of  221,000 
tons,  to  pass  through  the  canal,  and  pay  a  cent 
and  a  half  a  ton  per  mile,  orsixty  cents  per  ton 
through,  \v  ill  g-lve     -----  133,200 

The  toll  on  the  transit  of  pa-sengers  from 
tlie  very  cheap,  easy,  and  comfortable  manner 
they  may,  throug-h  the  canal,  be  conveyed    .  ~ 
fi'om  city  to  city,  will  in  a  little  time  be  a  con-- 
siderable  source   of  income.     Upwards   of       '  '^ 
eighty  thousand  passcng-ers  in  the  steatri  boats   '  "  < 
and  stages  have  passed  between  New  York  '  '. 
and  Phila<lelphia,  during  the  past  year,  andv  '  ■  ■    -.  . 
will  probably  be  greatly,  if  not  <.|uite  doubled,  '• 
when  this  cheap  and  very  convenient  mode  of 
conveyance  shall  be  affoi-ded,  and  it  is  believ- 
ed, may  safely  he  set  down  at     -       -       -  20,000 

The  lumber,  grain,  flour,  with  various  other 
articles  of  agricultural  produce,  and  manufac- 
tures, which  will  pass  through  both  Feeder 
and  Canal,  from  each  side  of  the  Delaware 
above;  from  the  transit  of  merchandise  carried 
back,  and  from  the  lime,  marl,  and  other  ma- 
nures, with  the  wood,  timber,  stone,  brick, 
and  other  articles,  to  be  shipped  on  the  line 
of  tile  canal,  which"  wpidd  presently  be  set  in 
motion,  may  it  is  presumed  be  estimated  at  a 
like  sum  of  -       -       -       -       -       -       -  20,000 

■    Making  a  suin  total  of  auiuiul  toll  of  §233,200 


■  Letter  from  J.  I.  Born,  Esq.  to  S.  Stevens,  Esq.  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  Corporation. 

New  Youk,  Dec  30th,  1828. 
Sir — By  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  you  direct 
me  to  ascertain  "the  entire  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all 
goods,  wares,  merchandise  and  produce,  which  passes 
annually  between  the  city  of  New  York,  and  all  ports 
and  places  on  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  and  the  ater- 
age  price  per  ton  coastwise  between  Philadelphia  and 
New  York;  and  also  between  said  city  of  New  York, 
and  all  ports  and  places  on  and  around  the  Chesapeake 
Bay." 

Vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  are  requiFed  to 
enter  or  clear  at  the  custom-house  only,  when  they  ha:ve 
on  board  of  foieign  merchandise,  an  "aggregate  value 
of  §800."  Such  as  have  goods  of  domestic  origin  sole- 
ly, neither  enter  nor  clear.  No  full  record  can  thus  be 
found  at  the  custom-house  of  the  trade — nor  am  I  aware 
of  any  mode  that  could  be  adopted  to  procure,  without 
much  delay,  a  full  statement  of  the  entire  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  referred  to.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, I  can  btit  present  to  you,  a  statement  compiled 
from  the  best  data  obtainable,  to  exhibit  the  minimum 
amount  of  the  tonnage  fully  emplojed,  and  which  I  am 
convinced  will  be  found  con-ect. 

From  the  register  kept  in  the  naval  office,  of  the  ves- 
sels that  have  cleared  for  the  ports  embraced  in  the  in- 
quiry, between  the  15th  of  December,  1827,  and  the 
15th  instant,  it  appears  that  the  hcensed  tonnag'e  to 
Philadelphia,  (no  clearance  appearing  for  other  ports  op 
places  on  the  Delaware  Bay,)  was  16,508  tons,  and 
that  to  Uichniond,  Petersburg,  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and 
other  ports  and  places  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  was 
50,668  tons,  without  comprising  the  merchandise  trans- 
ported across  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  of  which  a  cor- 
rect detail  can  only  be  had  m  that  State,  or  the  pro- 
perty, of  which  no  great  amount  can  have  gone  by  re- 
gistered vessels. 

Some  of  the  vessels  thus  cleared  went  with  foreigrs 
merchandise,  of  no  greater  amotuit  than  was  i-equired 
for  ballast;  but  as  the  h-egular  traders  generally  earry 
deck  loads,  it  is  presumed  that  this  was  an  equivalent. 

Making  a  fair  allowance  for  such  vessels 
as  TTiay  have  sailed  with  a  loading-  of  do- 
mestic produce  only,  I  assuime  it  as  cor- 
rect, that  the  licensed  tonnage  uclually. 
filled  or  fiiMi/  occupied  in  the  coasting- 
trade  to  Philadelphia,  and  ports  and 
places  on  the  Delaware  Bay,  wiis       -       18,000  Tons. 

And  that  to  ports  and  places  on  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  was      -       -      .-  55,000 

Thus  from  New  York  73.000  Tons, 

Much  of  the  trade  to  New  York  is  in 
flour,  grain  and  coal,  and  I  believe  that  an 
estimate  of  the  tonnage  thus  employed 
for  the  year  would  be  a  moderate  one,  if 
taken  for  Philadelphia,  and  ports  and 
places  on  the  Delaware  Bay,  as  38,000 

And  the  Chesapeake  Bay  as  ,  100,000 


To- New  York,  138,000 


Making  a  total  6f  licensed  tonnag-e  of  211,000  Tons, 
for  the  year,  considered  :is  fuUjj  filled  or  occupied. 

The  standai-d  from  which  freights  are  graduated  in  the 
trade,  is  the  bulk  of  a  flour  barrel.    l"he  capacity  of  the 
licensed  tonnage,  above  specified,  would  be  equal  to 
1,688,000  bai-rels.    The  average  price  of  freight  to  , 
Philadelphia,  is  18  a  20  per  barrel, 

Baltimore,  25 
These  estimates  are  not  presented  as  perfectly  cor- 
rect, but  as  approaching  as  near  the  fact  as  it  is  practi- 
cable to  bring  them.        ■  ~ 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  humble  servant,  ■   -  .• 

'  J.  I.  BOYD. 


1829.] 
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Joseph  M'ltvAlNE,  Esq. 

Sec'y  to  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 

Sin — In  comi)li:ince  with  your  joint  :ind  separate  in- 
structions to  us  on  the  2d  and  14tli  January,- and  the  fth 
-  inst.,  we  respectfully  Ueport: 

First,  As  to  the  merits  ofa  line  crossing-  at  Fair  Mount, 
as  explained  in  your  letter  to  the  undersigned,  Messrs. 
Eobinson  and  Hopkins. 

Such  aline  is  perfectly  practicable,  but  involves  con- 
siderable difficulties.  Two  heavy  embankments,  a 
deep  cut,  and  an  unusual  portion  of  rock  excavation 
must  be  encountered.  And  in  order  to  bring-  the  rail- 
way by  a  g-entle  and  easy  curve  on  a  bridge  at  the  point 
proposed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  Incur  the  expense  and 
inconveniences  ofa  tunnel  31  chains  long-,  and  20  by  12 
feet  high. 

In  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  this  line  it  would  be 
advisable  to  fall  at  the  Stationary  Engine  at  Judge  Pe- 
ters', ten  feet  lower  than  has  been  contemplated  on  the 
line  reported  by  Major  Wilson,  8c afterwards  to  continue 
on  a  horizontal  plane,  to  the  summit  between  the  Dela- 
ware and  the  Schuylkill.  This  profile  is  Tccommen- 
ded,  not  because  an  undulating-  line  or  lower  Bridge  at 
Fair  Mount  would  be  inadmissable,  but  because  no  sa- 
ving of  expense  would  be  produced  by  such  a  cliange, 
which  would  justify  impairing  the  profile  of  this  part  of 
the  line. 

Should  the  location  of  the  line  reported  by  Major 
Wilson  be  confirmed,  its  graduation  should,  in  our  opin- 
ion, be  so  modified  as  to  attain  .an  elevation  57  feet  a- 
bovo  high  tide,  at  a  ]<oint  48  chs.  before  reacliing  pick- 
et 42.  Tliis  would  be  done  in  order  to  g-ive  it  all  the 
advantage  it  could  liave  for  a  connection  with  the  ship- 
ping on  the  Schuylkill  without  reducing  it  below  the 
level  of  the  summit  between  this  river  and  the  Dela- 
ware. In  this  case  tlie  line  reported  by  Major  Wilson, 
would  at  the  point  alluded  to,  intersect  with  that  cros- 
sing at  Fair  Mount. 

'i'he  foliewing  Estimate  of  the  line  crossing  at  Fair 
Mount,  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  the  annexed  abstract  from 
the  estimate  of  Major  AVilson,  of  the  line  reported  by 
liim,  present  views  of  the  cost  of  each  route  from  the 
foot  of  the  inclined  plane  to  their  point  of  intersection. 

Estimate  of  line  crossing  at  Fair  Mount. 
50501  yds  embankment  at  12  c  |6,060. 
12828  yds  of  rocks  at  §1  12,828 
o396  yds  excavation  above  rock  at  8  c  271 
22888  yds  excavation  at  7  c  1,602 
16215  yds  embankment  at  9  c  1,459 
19420  yds  deep  cut  at  10  c  1,942 
9709  yds  rock  at  $1  25  12,136 
19163  yds  tunnel  excavation  at  2  50  47,907 
428  pei-ches  masonry  at  2  dolls,  _  856 

9711  yds  rock  at  60  c  5,826 
1614  yds  embankment  at  9  c  ■  145 

3500  yds  exca\  atloii  ai  8  c  280 
2  miles  and  40  10-100  laying  rails  .    2.4,000  . 


.*11 5,3 12 
23,285 


Bridge. 

oi'lers  4657  c  yds  mnsonry  at  5  dolls. 

Abutments  and  wing-  walls  on  east  side  of  the  . 
river,  including-  arch  for  road  3326  c  yards 
at  2  50  8,315 

Preparing  rock  for  abutment  on  west  side  of 

the  river  300 

800  feet  superstructure.  ■  24,000 


Cost  of  Bridge  55,900 
Cost  of  Rail  Way  and  laying  rails  115,312 

$171,212 

Line  reported  by  Major  Wilson . 

Amount  of  bridge  embankment  and  bridge  a- 
crossthe  Schuylkill,  as  per  estimate  of  Penn- 
sylvania rail  road,  50,391  04 

Amount  of  excavation  and  embankment  from 


the  commencement  of  the  old  Union  Canal 

to  point  of  intersection  of  lines,  2,687  75 

Additional  expense  of  graduation  to  level  of  37 

feet  above  tide,  1,000  00 

Cost  of  layinjr  ra'ls  (in  2  27.80  miles  ol  road 

way,  -      IVOO  00 

'  .  ■  '  -  §72,778  79 

It  appears  from  a  comparison  of  the  above  estimates, 
that  the  increased  cost  of  continuing  the  rail  road  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  to  Fair  Mount,  and  of  crossing  at 
that  point  would  be  97,433  21  dollars.  Tlie  two  lines 
as  regards  a  connection  with  shipping  on  the  east  shore 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  with  the  Delaware,  present  equal 
advantages.  But  the  line  crossing  at  Fair  Mount  olfers 
a  ficility  of  connection  with  tide  water  on  the  west  shore 
of  the  Schuylkill,  not  afforded  by  the  location  of  M:ijor 
Wilson.  On  the  other  hand  the  tunnel  which  will  be 
required  on  this  line  and  the  necessity  of  crossing  at  Fan- 
Mount  in  an  exposed  situation  by  an  oblique  bridge, 
present  very  strong  objections  to  it. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  practicability  and  cost  of  a  branch 
line  from  the  inclined  plane  near  Judge  Peters'  to  a 
point  on  the  sloop  navigation  of  the  Schuylkill,  below 
the  permanent  bridge.  Two  hues  have  been  examined 
with  a  view  to  this  i.bject-,  one  following  the  trace  of  the 
line  crossing  at  F-air  'Mount,  until  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  proposed  crossing  point,  here  ascending  a  ravine^ 
nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  river  and  pa-sing  back  of 
Mantua  VUlag-e,  near  the  junction  of  the  roads  from  the 
two  bridges, 'and  terminating  opposite  the  permanent 
bridge. 

A  second  passing  along  the  bluffs  and  sloping  shore  of 
the  Schuylkill,  the  whole  distance  from  the  foot  of  the 
inclined  plane  to  the  first  wharf  below  the  said  bridge. 
The  first  of  these  lines  would  involve  the  necessity  of  a 
brake  at  its  point  of  termination,  and  either  of  the  lines 
would  be  very  expensive  for  a  double  branch  on  which  a 
lesser  radius  of  curvature  than  that  adopted  on  other 
parts  of  the  rail-road  was  deemed  inadmissable. 

For  a  single  branch  with  occasional  crossing  places, 
on  which  greater  curvatures  were  allowed,  the  trace  ad- 
hering to  the  river  slope  would  be  preferable.  We  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  following  sketch  of  such  a  line  and 
estimate  of  Its  cost,  by  Major  Wilson: 

''The  branch  line  commences  at  the  termination  of  the 
inclined  plane  at  Judge  Peters',  and  is  traced  on  the 
margin  of  Schuylkill  riverfor81  chains  to  a  position  be- 
yond the  residence  of  Samuel  Breck,  Esq.  at  a  descend- 
ing graduation  of  30  feet  per  mile;  from  thence  it  is  kept 
level  for  98i  chains,  until  it  passes  below  the  dam  at 
Fair  Mount;  and  on  the  remaining  part  of  the  distance, 
which  is  61  chains,  the  descending  graduation  is  24  feet 
per  mile.  Its  tei-minatlon  is  at  a  position  south  of  the 
permanent  bridge,  and  on  a  level  with  the  wharf  imme- 
diately  below  that  bridge. 

In  locating  this  branch,  the  horizontal  curves  may  be 
determined  within  the  limits  assigned  for  the  main  line, 
excepting  at  the  projecting  rock,  hear  the  residence  of 
 Rundel,  E^q'.  where  the  ladius  of  curvature  can- 
not without  a  consideiable  addition  to  the  cost  of  the 
road,  be  greater  than  400  fiict.  In  the  present  trace, 
the  radius  at  this  point  is  378  2-10  feet,  the  exterior  an- 
gles of  the  sides  of  tlie  polygon  ef  66  feet  each  being  10 
degrees." 

Section  1.  From  the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane,  the 
line  curves  southwardly  and  crosses  with  a  balustrade 
bridge  at  Small-Kun;  from  thence  it  pierces  a  point  of 
side-hill  21  feet  at  the  greatest  depth,  and  is  conducted 
along  the  slope-hill,  crossing  in  its  course,  two  runs,  and 
enco\mtering  ledges  of  rock.  The  section  terminates 
in  front  of  the  residence  of  S.  Breck,  Esq. 
Embankment  at  end  of  plane  on  13  chs.,  great- 

est  depth  14  ft.;  6178  cubic  yds  at  15  cts  ?926  70 
Excavation  on  820  chs.,  greatest  depth  21.1  ft.; 

8826  cubic  yds  at  16  cents  1412  lb 

Do.    on  9.75  chs.,  greatest  depth  8  ft.;  1735 

cubic  yds  at  8  cts  80 
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Embankment  at  run  on  4^  chs.,  greatest  depth 

l/ft;  1884  cubic  yds  at  14  cts  263  76 

Excavation  on  5  chs.,  g-reatest  depth  5.3  ft.; 

503  cubic  yard.s  at  12  cents  60  36 

Embankment  on  3-i  chs  ,  greatest  depth  7.3  ft.; 

464  cubic  yds  at"'l2  cts  55  68 

Excavation  on  7  civs.;  484  cubic  yds  at  9  cts  43  56 

Side-cutting  solid  rock  on  5.V  chs.;  248  cubic 

yds  at  50  cts  "  124  00 

Embankment  on  2  chs.,  greatest  depth  14.6  ft.; 

967  cubic  yards  at  12  cts  116  04 

Excavation  on  S  j  chs.,  greatest  depth  14.2  ft.; 
1158  cubic  yds  (side  cutting)  of  rock  at  50 
cts:  and  1714  cubic  yds  common  c.\cavaUon 
at  8  cts  716  12 

Excavation  of  rock  (side-cutting)  on  4.30  clis.. 
greatest  deptli  2.8  ft. ;  1709  cubic  yds  rock  at 
50  cts:  and  1413  cubic  yds  common  excava- 

'   tionatScts  967  54 

Embankment  on  2  chs  ,  greatest  depth  7  ft.; 

251  cubic  yards  at  12  cts  30  12 

Excavation  on  8  clis.,  greatest  depth  6  ft.;  1078 

cubic  yds  at  8  cts  86  24 

36  perches  slope-wall  at  75  cts  27  00 

One  bridge  986  dolls.  2  culverts  250,  2  cross- 
drains  22  dolls.  .  -  1258  00 

One  road-bridge  '  ■  '     '  100  00 

Light  grubbing  on  3 j  chs.  at  1  del.  per  ch.  31  50 


Total  amount  for  grading-  road  $lo009  52 

To  3  miles  of  rail  road  including-  passing- 
places,  gravel  for  hoi  se  path,  &c.  a  ,<:4207 
84  per  mile  12623  52 

To  extra  for  double  branch  beyond  west 

Philadelphia  street  504  9/ 

Total  cost  of  branch  line  $26138  01 


Thirdly,  "as  to  the  practicability, 

cost  of  continuing  the  main  Kail  w.iy 

clined    plane  aforesaid,  dovi'n  the 

Schuylkill,  and  entering  ilie  cit>  by 
-   -       -    -  .  -  --■>„,"> 


;  $6,357  58 

Section  2d.  After  crossing  a  run  near  Mr.  Breck's,the 
line  is  traced  for  a  few  chains  along  a  steep  side  hill,  it 
there  turns  IJunilell's  point  with  17  feet  side  cutting  in 
solid  rock,  and  terminates  on  favorable  ground. 
Embankment  at  Breck's  run  on  2:30  chs.  g-rcat- 

est  depth  14  ft. ;  1129  cubic  yds  at  13  cts      $146  77 
Excavation  on  9.60  chs  ,  greatest  depth  9ft.; 
;    1008  cubic  yds  of  rock  at  50  cts.:  and  2010 

cubic  J  ds  common  excavation  at  9  cts  684  90 

Embankment  on  3  chs.,  greatest  depth  9.1  ft.; 

536  cubic  yds  at  12  cts  64  32 

Side  excavation  on  6  chs.,  greatest  depth  17  ft. 

solid  rock  1307  cubic  yds  at  50  cts  653  50 

Side  embankment  on  3i  chs.,  greatest  depth 

11.5ft.;  871  cubic  ydiat  12cts  104  52 

Excavation  27  chs.,  3646  cubic  yds  at  9  cts  328  14 
Embankment  on  2,^,  chs.,  greatest  depth  13  ft. ; 

1608  cubic  yds  a't  12  cts  192  96 

Excavation  on  8  chs.,  greatest  depth  16  ft.:  3801 

cubic  yds  at  11  cts  418  11 

Embankment  on  12  chs.  :842  cubic  yds  at  12cts  101  04 

3  culverts  of  6,  6,  and  3  ft.  340  00 

4  cross-drains  55  00 
Paving  Embankment  521  sq  j  ds  at  40  cts  per 

sq  vd  :  208  40 

Grubbing  22  chs.  at  1  50         ^-  .  ■    .  •.  ■  .•     . :  ,     33  00 


'  ■■    -.  ■  ?.3,330  66 

Section  3d,  Near  its  commencement  the  line  is  curv- 
ed on  a  steep  side  hill  of  solid  rock,  vvlilcli  it  pierces  at 
an  averiige  depth  of  6  feet,  and  after  passing  in  the  rear 
of  Mr.  Harding's  Hotel,  is  traced  on  favourable  ground 
to  a  point  south  of  West  Philadelphia  street,  below  the 
Permanent  FSi  id.ue,  where  it  terminates. 
Excavation  on  18,^  chs  av  depth  6.5  ft  sohd 

rock  3529  cub  yds  at  50  cts  $1764  50 

Embankment  on  6  chs  greatest  depth  8.4  ft 

961  c  yds  a  12  cts  115  32 

Exciivation  on  3^  chs  greatest  depth  4.2  ft 

262  c  yds  a  7  cts  18  34 

Embankment  on  11  chs  greatest  depth  10  ft 

5128  c  yds  a  13  cts  666  64 

Excavation  on  45  chs  5221  cub  yds  a  8  cts  417  68 
2  Culvert  of  4  &3  ft  1^110  two  cross  drains  14,  124  00 
Grubbing  on  18  chs  a  fil  00  per  ch  18  00 

Pavinjj'-  embankment  492  sq  yards  a  40  cts         196  80 
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expediency,  and 
line  from  the  in- 
west  side  of  the 
at  any 

point  below  the  bridge  at  Harding's.' 

The  line  followed  on  this  plan,  would  be  the  same 
with  that  which  would  be  recommended  with  a  view  to 
crossing  at  Fair  Mount,  as  far  as  the  northern  entrance 
of  the  tunnel.  On  the  last  proposed  pliui,  the  expense 
and  inconvenience  of  a  tunnel  would  be  jsvoided,  he- 
cause  the  Rail  road,  m'ght  be  conducted  around  the 
bluff  opposite  Fair  Mount,  if  crossing  the  river  at  thaJ 
point  is  not  contemplated,  without  incurring  a  greater 
convexity  in  any  part  of  the  distance,  than  is  admitted 
on  other  sections  of  the  K;iil  road.  The  expense  of 
crossing  the  river,  would,  however,  be  much  increased, 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  cost  of  founding  piers, 
and  the  necessity  of  very  heavy  embankments. 

A  line  crossing-  opposite  Hace  sti  eet,  on  the  lowest 
bridge  which  would  be  admissible,  and  descending  at 
the  greatest  rate  of  graduiUion  must,  nevertheless,  be 
carried  as  far  as  Schuylkill  Second  street;  before  it 
would  attain  tlie  surftice  of  the  street,  as  regulated  by 
the  citv  councils.    As  it  must  rise  from  this  street  to 
the  dividing  ground  between  the  Delaware &:Schuylkilf, 
about  12  feet,  it  \vill  be  l  eadily  observed,  that  it  will 
present  a  very  ineligible  profile  for  a  line  leading- to  the 
Delaware,  in  comparison  with  either  of  the  lines  above 
considered.    The  great  objection,  however,  to  this  plan 
arises  from  its  greater  interferences  with  streets  and  city 
arrangements  than  any  other,  and  unnecessarily  length- 
ening the  distance  to  trains  of  wagons  g'olng  to  the 
Northern  Liberties,  at  any  p,oint  north  of  ( 'allowhiU  st. 
It  appears  to  us,  that  no  part  of  the  Delav,-ai  e  front  pre- 
sents more  advantages  for  the  accommodation  of  an  ex- 
tensive export  trade,  or  wovdd  be  more  easily  attained 
by  branch  Kail  roads  from  either  the  Fair  Mount  loca- 
tion, or  that  of  Major  Wilson,  than  tliat  part  of  it  imme- 
diately north  of  the  street  above  named.   ;The  plan  un- 
der consider;ition  liicreases  the  di.stance  to  this  part  of 
the  Northern  Liberties,  without  producing  correspond- 
ent diminution  in  that  to  the  city  front.  Presuming, 
however,  this  augmentation  of  distance  to  have  no  pre- 
judicial effect,  the  large  c(;mmei-ce  which  may  be  ex- 
pected to  settle  north  of  Callowhill  street,  would  be 
made  unnecessarily  to  cross  this  street,  and  Vine  street, 
instead  of  being  conducted,  as  it  might  be,  by  a  line  al- 
together north  of  them,  to  the  Delaware.     When  it  is 
recollected,  that  the  former  street  must  always  consti- 
tute a  leading-  avenue  to  the  city, the  sdvantag-e  of  dimi- 
nishing- the  necessitx-  for  passing  it  with  trains  of  Rail 
road  cars,  will  be  at  once  perceived. 

Fourthly,  "As  to  the  practicability,  expediency  and 
cost  of  carrying- the  main  line  after  crossing  the  Schuyl- 
kill near  Peters'  Island,  down  that  river  so  as  to  termin- 
ate on  the  tide  water,  at  a  point  either  below  the  perma- 
nent Bridge,  or  between  it  and  the  l)rldge  at  Harding-'s." 

It  has  been  observed  above,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
execution  of  the  line  i-ecommended  by  Major  Wilson,  it 
will  be  advisable  so  to  modify  its  graduation,  as  to  attain 
48  chs  before  reaching  picket  No.  42;  an  elevation  of 
37  feet  above  high  tide.  From  this  point  and  level,  a 
line  was  carried  along  Schuylkill  Second  street  to  the 
river  at  the  end  of  Chesnut  street.  The  connec  tion  with 
the  shipping  may  be  advantageously  made  by  this  line, 
a  long  embankment,  but  not  heavy,  will  be  required, 
and  some  of  the  streets  intersected  must  be  passed  by 
bridges.    These  rcsidts  will  not  it  is  believed  be  pro- 
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ductive  of  material  inconveniences.  At  any  rate  no  oth- 
er line  appears  to  present  less;  and  a  rail  road  to  the 
shipping- of  the  Schuylkill  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river, 
to  be  executed  either  by  the  state,  or  a  company,  can- 
not in  our  opinion  be-dispenscd  with. 

Having'  answered  so  far  as  appeared  to  us  necessary, 
the  several  questions  presented  by  you,  we  now  proceed 
to  compare  the  lines  proposed  for  the  continuation  of  the 
public  road,  or  as  leading  lines,  with  that  reported  by 
Major  Wilson. 

The  plan  of  crossing  between  the  two  bridges  has  in 
our  opinion  nothing-  to  recommend  it,  but  the  facility 
o{  connecting  with  shipping  west  of  tlie  Schuylkill. — 
It  increases  materially  the  distance  to  the  Northern  Lib- 
erties; and  some  what  increases  that  to  the  City  front  on 
the  Delaware.  It  will  be  more  expensive  than  any  plan 
which  has  been  proposed  and  presents  greater  incon- 
veniences than  any  other,  from  an  inteiference  with 
streets. 

A  line  crossing  at  Fair  Mount  offers  equal  advantages 
for  connecting  with  it,  to  every  part  of  the  city  and  its 
dependenceSjbetween  the  Delaware;and  Schuylkill,and 
reduces  the  length  of  the  branch  recommended  by  the 
commissioners,  about  two  miles.  This  advantage  how- 
ever would  in  our  opinion,  be  too  dearly  purchased  by 
the  increased  cost  cf  this  location,  ($97,433  21)  the  in- 
creased length  of  the  leading  line  (13  chs)  and  the  last- 
ing inconveniences  of  the  tunnel. 

It  remains  to  discuss  the  relative  advantages  of  con- 
ducting the  line  reported  by  Maj .  Wilson  to  the  Schuyl 
kill  wharves,  or  of  terminating  it  at  or  near  the  dividing 
g-round  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill. 

There  can  be,  it  is  believed,  no  question  that  as  soon 
as  the  termin',ition  of  the  rail  road  by  the  common- 
wealth is  definitely  settled,  individuals  or  companies 
will  present  themselves  to  undertake  the  execution  of 
this  and  other  eligible  connections  with  both  livers 
There  is  therefore  in  our  opinion  no  sort  of  necessity 
for  the  execution  of  this  or  any  similar  line  by  the  com- 
monwealth. The  same  however  cannot  be  said  of  the 
proposed  continuation  of  the  line  to  Broad  street.  So 
far  at  least,  it  seems  to  us  it  should  be  executed  by  the 
.  state,  because  so  far  it  is  necessarily  the  stem  of  all  the 
connections  with  the  Delaware,  and  were  the  line  oc- 
cupied by  a  company, embarrassing  difficulties  might  be 
presented  in  the  v,'a.y  of  valuable  &.  eligible  branch  lines. 

It  is  asked  in  your  letter  of  instruction  of  the  7th  inst. 
"Supposing-  the  bridge  located  by  Mr.  Hopkins  across 
the  Schuylkill  near  Fair  Mount,  to  be  reduced  to  the 
least  elevation  consistent  with  its  safety,  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  such  a  change  u]3on  the  cost  of  his  line' — 
What  advantages  would  a  bridge  so  constructed  have 
for  the  purposesjof  a  communication  with  the  Schuylkill 
on  the  east  side,  over  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  or 
over  the  line  adopted  by  the  canal  commissioners  on  the 
recommendation  of  Major  AVilson'  Would  it  be  practi- 
cable to  attain  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  advantage 
by  so  graduating  Major  Wilson's  line,  as  to  reduce  its 
elevation  where  it  approaches  nearest  tlie  tide  water  '" 
It  was  deemed  unadvisable  to  cross  at  Fair  Mount  at 
aless  elevation  than  37  feet  above  hig-h  tide,  because  it 
was  proposed  at  this  elevation  to  pass  the  dividing- 
ground  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill;  and  it 
was  ascertained  that  a  horizontal  ])!ane  might  be  pre- 
served from  the  foot  of  the  stationary  engine  without  a- 
ny  material  augmentation  of  expense.     The  same  con- 
siderations recommend  in  our  opinion,  that  the  line  re- 
ported by  Major  Wilson  should  not  be  graduated  to  a 
-  lower  level  at  the  point  where  it  approaches  nearest  the 
tide  water  of  the  Schuylkill.     Undoubtedly  a  bridge  5 
or  6  feet  lower  than  that  located  at  Fair  Mount  might  be 
constructed  with  safely,  and  the  line  reported  by  ^Major 
Wilson  could  be  likewise  depressed  to  the  same  extent 
below  the  level  we  have  contemplated.    It  is  not  how- 
ever thought  that  this  reduction  in  the  level  of  either 
line  would  be  justified  by  any  increased  facilities  it 
would  present  for  a  connection  \vith  the  east  side  of 
the  Schuylkill, 


It  appears,  however,  from  the  statement  of-  Major 
Wilson  herewith  submitted,  that  a  branch  line  may  be 
taken  from  the  Vine  reported  by  him,  at  such  a  pomt  as 
to  admit  of  its  attaining  immediately  north  of  Front 
street,  where  it  would  diverg-e  from  his  located  line,  a 
level  three  feet  more  depressed  than  that  of  his  point  of 
termination  in  Broad  street;  and  that  branch  may  after- 
wards be  conducted  either  along  Front  or  Ashton  streets 
to  Market  street,  or  to  tide  water  below  Chesnut-street. 

We  conclude  by  stating,  what  we  presume  has  been 
already  inferred,  that  the  line  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners,  crossing  opposite  Judge  Peters', 
and  following  the  bed  of  the  old  Union  Canal,  with  the 
change  in  its  graduation  proposed,  presents  in  our  opin- 
ion the  most  eligible  and  least  expensive  route  to  the 
city,  and  at,  and  near  its  point  of  termination,  offers  as 
many  facilities  for  an  extensive  distribution  of,  and  con- 
sequently a  full  and  free  competition  for  the  trade  of  the 
Columbia  Eail-Road,  by  branch  rail-roads,  as  any  one  lo- 
cality can  combine. 

"We  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  ob't  serv'ts, 
V  MONCURE  ROBINSON,   ■  . 

■        ~  JOHN  WILSON, 

WM.  R.  HOPKINS. 
I  have  signed  the  foregoing  report,  because  in  all  im- 
portant particulars  it  corresponds  with  my  opinion. — 
There  is  one  point,  however,  upon  which  I  beg  leave  to^ 
explain  my  views,  for  fear  I  may  be  misunderstood.  In 
speaking  of  a  bi-anch  line  from  Judge  Peters'  on  the  west 
margin  of  Schuylkill,  the  necessity  of  incurring  greater 
curves  than  are  allowed  on  the  main  line  is  spoken  of, 
and  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  branch  from  this  cause 
would  be  exposed  to  serious  inconveniences.  I  there- 
fore state,  that  having  surve)'ed  such  a  line,  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  in  one  point  only  would  any  curvature  more 
abrupt  than  in  the  main  line  be  necessary,  viz:  at 
Rundel's  Point;  and  even  there  it  might  with  no  impor- 
tant increase  of  expense,  be  kept  within  the  limit  of  400 
feet,  allowed  in  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-way.  Ano- 
ther expression  I  find  it  necessary  to  qualify: — that  a 
double  branch  on  the  west  side  WQuld  be  very  expen- 
sive: from  the  notes  taken  of  the  survey  for  the  single 
branch,  I  am  satisfied  that  a  double  line  having  the  same 
curvatures  as  the  main  line,  excepting  at  Kundel's  Point, 
where  it  must  be  reduced  to  400  feet  radius,  may  be 
constructed  all  the  way  from  Judge  Peters'  to  the  posi- 
tion below  the  Permanent  bridge  for  65,000  dollars. 

JOHN  WILSON. 
Statement  of  Major  Wilson,  referred  to  in  the  forego- 
ing report: 

With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  locating 
a  branch  line  from  the  trace  of  the  Rail-way  in  the  bed  of 
the  old  Union  Canal,  along  the  eastern  margin  of  Schuyl- 
kill river,  a  level  was  assumed  which  would  coincide 
with  the  head  of  the  east  abutment  of  the  bridge  at  Fair 
Mount,  and  which  was  ascertained  to  be  about  27  feet 
above  high  water  at  commoji  tide. 

This  level  will  reach  a  position  in  Callowhlll  street, 
about  one  chain  below  its  intersection  with  Schuylkill 
Front  street,  and  is  traced  northerly  to  the  old  location 
at  an  ascending  graduation  of  30  feet  per  mile,  and  dis- 
tance 26  chains.  The  point  where  the  branch  will  di- 
verge from  the  Union  Canal,  will  require  a  depression 
from  its  former  location  of  only  3  feet  below  what  that 
location  is  at  Broad  street. 

From  Callowhill  street  the  branch  may  be  conducted 
either  through  Schuylkill  Front  to  Market  street,  or 
through  Ashton  street  from  its  intersection  w-ith  Vine-st. 
thence  to  tide  water  below  Chesnut-street.  In  grading 
down  from  flallowhill-st.  through  Schuylkill  Front  at  a 
rate  of  30  feet  per  mile,  it  was  ascertained  that  this  slope 
would  pass  9  feet  under  Market-st.,  whence  it  is  infer- 
red that  from  the  located  fine  in  the  old  Union  Canal,  a 
branch  of  the  rail- way  may  be  conducted  on  the  eastern 
margin  of  Schuylkill  river,  convenient  to  the  commerce 
of  that  river,  and  accommodating  itself  to  the  regula- 
tions of  streets,  both  in  the  streets  of  Spring  Garden,  and 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.      JOHN  WILSON,  Eng'r. 
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STATEMENT  OF  ©EATHS 


■•■  -      ^  '  ' V ',     .  ■        WITH  THE  DISEASES  AND  AC;ES, 
In  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  1st  of  January  1828,  to  the  1st  of  January  1829. 
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3 
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NoTK — Of  the  foregoing  there  were  Males  of  twenty  years  and  upwards,  1166;  1204  under  twenty  years;  855 
Females  of  twenty  years  and  upwards;  and  1067  under  twenty  ycars^ 

There  were  356  returns  received  at  the  Health  Office  of  persons  who  died  in  the  Alms  House  of  tlie  City  during 
the  year;  and  706  people  of  Colour  are  included  in  the  statement  of  interments. 

-  Agreeably  to  returns  made  to  the  Health  Office,  and  collected  from  137  Practitioners  of  Midwifery,  there  have 
been  born  in  the  City  and  Liberties,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1828,  to  the  31st  December,  1828,  3694  Mate,  and 
3506  Female  Children;  making  the  total  number  ofbirtlis,  7200:  leaving  a  difference  between  the  births  and  in- 
terments of  2908.  - 


Deaths  in  each  month  of  the  luithinperiod. 


January 
February 
March  - 
April  - 
May 
June  - 
July  - 


Adults. 

200 
143 
141 
185 
123 
140 
184 


Children. 
161 
129 
151 

133 
129 

203 
385 


Total. 
361 

272  , 

292 

318 

252 

343 

569 


August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Adults. 

Children. 

Total. 

168 

247 

415 

253 

228 

■  481 

195 

195 

390 

139 

160 

299 

144 

156 

300 

2015 

2277 

4292 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Ifeallli; 


Health  Office,  Philadelphia,  JaniMry  1,  1829. 


JOSEPH  PKYOR,  Clerk, 
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Remarlis. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  is  4292,  viz :  Males  2370; 
Females  1922— whites  3586,  colored  706:  or  1  in  6  of 
the  whole. 

Diediindertheag-eof  15,  2196,  or  more  than  one-half, 
from  15to40,  1070,  about  one-fourth. 


3266,  or   more  than  three- 
fourths  under  age  of  40. 
40  to  70,    397,  or  1  in  11. 
70  to  80,    150,  or  1  in  about  28. 
80  to  90,      90,  or  1  in  48. 
90  to  120,    17,  or  1  in  252. 
'\  ■  Adults.    Child'n.  Total. 

During  Spring;  months,  449  413  862 

Summer   do  492  835  1327 

Autumnal  do  587  583  1170 

Winter     do  487  446  933 


4292 


2015  2277 

The  greatestest  number  of  deaths  was  in  July. 

The  smallest  do  do  May. 

The  greatest  number  of  adults  died  in  September. 

The  smallest  do  do  May. 

The  greatest       do       children    do  July. 

The  smallest  do  do  Feb'y  &  May. 

The  number  of  paupers  who  died  under  the  care  of 
the  guardians  of  the  poor  was  356:  or  1  in  12  of  the  whole 
number  of  deaths  (deducting  the  still-born^)  of  these 
356,  it  appears  by  the  alms-house  table,  in  Register  page 
90,  271  died  in  the  house,  leaving  for  out-door  paupers 
85;  of  these  271,  44  died  in  the  cells,  being  about  one- 
eighth  of  349,  the  whole  number  admitted  into  them 
during  the  year — and  the  most  of  them  for  "mania  a 
potu." 

About  11  deaths  (exclusive  of  still-born,)  occur  in 
this  city  and  districts  every  24  hours:  or,  one  death  in 
every  two  hours  and  eleven  minutes. 

About  one-luilf  of  the  deaths  were  occasioned  by  the 
following  six  diseases,  viz: 

Of  Consumption,       -  ''     -  581 

Convulsions,         -       -  315 

Cholera,       -       -      •-  291 

Debility,       -       -       -  286 

Dropsy  in  the  head,      -  110 

"   .  Fevers  of  different  kinds,  382 


1965 


Of  those  which  died  of  Convulsions,  Cholera,  Debihty, 
and  Dropsy  in  the  head,  more  than  one-half  were  chil- 
dren under  one-year  of  age,  or  nearly  three-fourths  under 
two  years. 

More  persons  died  of  Consumption  than  of  any  other 
disease,  viz:  581;  being  a  greater  number  than  in  any 
former  year,  excepting  1826,  when  587  died.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shews  tlie  numbers  by  that  disease,  and  the 
Total  deatlls  (excluding  slill-born,)  for  every  year  since 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  were  commenced.  The  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  number  of  deaths  (rejecting  still- 
born) is  about  1  in  6A. 

1807  306       1961  1816       434  2225 

1808  301       2145  1817       349  2107 

1809  311        1884  1818       396  2609 

1810  306       1897  1819       459  2979 

1811  369       2249  1820       446  3189 

1812  339       2017  1821       438  2161 

1813  "216       2223  1822       488  3334 

1814  274       2041  1823       536  4372 

1815  347       1943  1824       576  4284 


1825  519       3539  1828       581  3971 

1826  587       3845  ,  

1827  523       3659  Total,        9,101  60,634 
Of  Small-Pox,  107  died. 

From  drunkenness  there  were  30  deaths,  and  from 
mania  potu  82:  making  together  112 — admitted  to  be 
from  that  cause.  How  many  concealed  under  other 
names!;    -!  :^     '  f^;-;:   '  ■1;'.::^ 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  so  populous  a  city  where  per- 
sons of  every  age  are  so  mucli  exposed  to  dangers  of  ev- 
ery kind,  that  there  should  be  so  few  deaths  from  casu- 
alties as  19 — ^^although  under  this  head  might  properly 
be  placed,  drowning,  from  which  there  were  53  deaths, 
(a  larger  number  than  usual, )  making  72.  Of  Suicide, 
there  were  7  cases. 

There  were  in  1828,  7200  Births,  viz:  3694  Males, 
and  3506  Females:  or  an  addition  to  the  populatiori 
from  this  source,  of  (deducting  still-born,)  2587  beyond, 
the  deaths,  or  in  the  proportion  of  72  births  to  about  43 
deaths. 

There  were  321  children  Still  Born  or  1  of  every  22 
births.  ■        '  !■    '  ' 

It  implies  an  improved  state  of  obstetric  practice 
that  only  three  cases  out  of  7200  proved  fatal. 

There  were  about'20  Births  in  each  24  hours;  or  about 
one  in  every  hour  and  twelve  minutes;while  the  deaths  as 
above  stated, were  one  in  about  2  hours  and  11  minutes. 
Births  in  different  Years. 
Male     Female       Total.    Practi-  Total 

tioners  Dkaths 

1820  1709         1501        3210*       78  3374 

1821  2630        2417        5047        99  3172 

1822  3021         2701         5722       107  3591 

1823  2977        2836        5813       111  4600 

1824  3062        2771         5833       117  4399 

1825  3444        3182        6626       129  3812 

1826  3526         3214         6740       126  4151 

1827  3581         3452         7033       127  3945 

1828  3694        3506        7200       137  4292 
*  From  1st  April  to  31st  December. 


A  fine  live  wild  deer  was  run  down  last  week,  in  the 
borough  of  Columbia,  Lancaster  county.  It  is  supposed 
that  it  was  driven  in  by  some  of  the  neighboring  dogs. 
It  was  much  exhausted  when  taken. 


Recapitulation  of  the  sums  which  the  holders  of  a  bill 
of  Exchange  of  1000/.  sterling,  drawn  in  the  United 
States  on  Europe,  and  returned  under  protest,  is  entit- 
led to  receive  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  UuitedStates 
on  presentation  for  payment. 


Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, 
Virginia, 
Charleston, 


$5764  79 
5562  13 
5560  06 
5522  96 


New  Orleans, 
Savatmah, 
New  York, 
Boston, 


$5511  11 
5340  63 
6230  00 
5051  80 


Friday,  Feb.  20th, 
The  severity  of  the  weather  has  continued  through- 
out the  week.  During  the  last  night  a  heavj'  fall  of 
snow  com7iienced,  and  this  morning  it  is  already  8  or  9 
inches  deej),  and  continues  to  fall  with  great  rapidity — 
prospects  of  a  very  deep  snow— rivers  of  course  obstruct- 
ed. '  

Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  William  F.  Ged- 
des.  No.  59  Locust  street,  Philadelphia  ;  where,  and  at 
the  PoTiLicATioN  Office  in  Franklin  place,.  2d,  door 
back  of  the  Post  Office  (back  room)  subscriptions  will 
be  thankfully  received.  Price  $5  per  annum  payable 
in  six  months  after  commencement — and  annually  by 
subscribers  residing  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where  there 
is  an  agent.    Other  subscribers  pay  in  advance. 
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HARRISBURG   AND  CHAMBERSBCRG 
RAIL  ROAD. 

Report  of  Wjt.  R.  Hopkins,  Enginzeh. 

To  the  Canal  Commissioners 

of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the 
result  of  iny  examinations  and  surveys  with  reference  to 
the  construction  of  a  rail-road,  from  near  the  west  end 
of  the  Susquehanna  bridg-e  at  Harrisburg,  through  Car- 
lisle to  Chambersburg 

On  the  first  view  of  the  country  between  these  two 
points,  it  was  not  determined  whether  the  best  line  for 
a  rail-way  would  pass  along  near  the  Conodogwinnet 
creek  and  the  Letart  spring  run  to  Carlisle,  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  Yellow  Breeches.creek,  or  on  or  near  the  di- 
viding ridge,  between  the  waters  above  mentioned. 

After  some  examination,  the  route  up  the  Conodo- 
gwinnet was  given  up.  A  line  passing  near  this  stream 
would  be  confined  by  the  hills  to  near  its  margin,  and 
would  not  onljf  be  very  expensive,but  extremely  indirect. 

The  valley  of  the  Yellow  Breeches  creek  was  not  ex- 
amined at  an  early  period  of  the  survey,  but  on  explor- 
ing the  country  near  Carlisle,  it  was  seen  that  a  line 
could  not  be  brought  to  that  place  after  following  this 
creek  any  considerable  distance. 

From  Station  0  to  Station  16. — The  line  adopted, 
passes  from  the  Harrisburg  bridge  down  along  the  bank 
of  the  river  1  1-5  miles,  till  the  descent  of  the  country 
toward  the  Yellow  Breeches  creek,  allows  the  line  to 
be  curved  to  the  west. 

The  road-M'ay  along  the  river  must  be  made  by  cut- 
ting down  the  lime  stone  bluff  that  forms  the  bank  from 
its  top  nearly  half  way,  or  by  building  up  to  the  neces- 
sary height  a  very  heavy  wall  from  the  bed  of  the  river. 
The  first  part  of  this  section  of  the  line  will  be  least  ex- 
pensive, if  the  road-way  is  formed  by  walling  up  from 
the  river  bed,  but  the  rise  of  the  line  with  a  constant 
grade  of  27^  feet  per  mile,  brings  it  at  least  so  near  the 
top  of  the  blufi"that  the  best  mode  of  construction  will 
be  to  excavate  enough  of  the  bank  to  form  a  road-way 
entirely  upon  rock;  without  being  obliged  to  resort  at 
all  to  wall. 

After  leaving  the  bank  of  the  river,  the  line  passes  up 
a  ravine  which  at  first  does  not  rise  faster  than  the  grade 
of  the  road,  and  along  which  a  very  cheap  line  may  be 
located  till  near  its  head,  where  a  cut  of  S  feet  cannot 
be  avoided  for  a  few  chains.  At  the  end  of  this  cut  the 
line  is  upon  the  summit  between  the  waters  of  the  Cono- 
dogwinnet and  Yellow  Breeches  creek. 

From  Station  16  to  28. — The  distance  from  where  the 
line  leaves  the  river  to  this  point,  is  70  chains,  and  the 
road  rises  constantly  at  the  rate  of  27^  feet  per  mile. 

From  Station  28  to  143. — The  line  for  the  next  8i 
miles  keeps  on  or  near  the  summit  as  far  as  Trindle 
spring  run,  over  a  country  very  well  adapted  to  the 
construction  of  a  rail-way.  No  grade  need  be  admitted 
in  this  distance,  either  ascending  or  descending  of  more 
than  18  feet  per  mile,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  it  will  be  advisable  to  locate  the  road  without  either 
ascent  or  descent. 

The  Ti  indle  spring  run  can  be  crossed  with  a  culvert 
of  6  feet  chord,  and  an  embankment  by  no  means  ex- 
pensive. Soon  after  crossing  it,  the  line  passes  a  ridge 
with  a  cut  of  10  feet  on  its  summit,  and  descends  to  a 
Vol.  III.  Mr 


valley  in  which  a  considerable  embankment  is  required- 
After  crossing  this,  the  line  passes  over  the  dividing 
ridge,  between  the  last  mentioned  valley  and  the  Co- 
hockouk  run  with  a  considerable  cut,  through  solid 
rock  for  about  24  chains.  But  a  single  track  rail-waj', 
is  calculated  for  thi  ough  the  rock. 

From  143  to  158. — From  the  Tiindlc  spring  run  to 
the  end  of  the  rock  excavation,  a  distance  of  Ig  mile, 
the  grade  rises  or  descends  constantly,  the  rising  grade 
being  at  the  rate  of  27^  feet  per  mile,  and  the  descend- 
ing at  the  rate  of  18. 

Thence  the  line  continues  along  the  Cohockouk  val- 
ley on  very  good  gi  ound,  a  distance  of  3  miles  and  54 
chains  to  the  head  of  the  creek. 

From  Station  158  to  207. — In  this  section  the  line 
passes  a  rise  of  land  called  Stoney  ridge,  running  from 
north  to  south  at  an  elevation  of  horn  40  to  60  feet  above 
the  general  level  of  the  country  at  the  only  gap  in  it, 
except  those  formed  by  the  jjassage  of  the  Yellow 
Breeches  and  Conodogwinnet  creeks. 

From  207  to  214. — In  descending  to  the  Cohockouk 
valley  it  is  necessary  to  grade  down  at  the  rate  of  18 
feet  per  mile,  after  which  the  rise  of  the  valley  is  very 
trifling  till  after  passing  the  Stoney  ridge,  where  the  as- 
cent is  at  the  rate  of  27^  feet  per  mile,  for  forty  chains. 
This  grade  enables  a  line  to  be  passed  across  the  sum- 
mit between  the  head  of  the  Cohockouk  creek  and  the 
Letart-spring  run  with  moderate  cutting. 

From  Station  214  to  263  — Th<!  earth  work  on  the 
line  from  the  head  of  the  Cohockouk  to  Hanover  street 
in  Carlisle,  a  distance  of  3  miles  and  54  chains,  forms  but 
a  small  item  in  the  accompanying  estimate,  thougli  a 
considerable  embankment  is  necessMry  to  cross  the  Le- 
tart-spring run.  The  line  follows  the  last  mentioned 
stream  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the  above  section;  the 
grade  rising  aud  falling  to  suit  the  ground  at  the  rate 
of  18  feet  per  mile.  Three  culverts  are  necessary  after 
leaving  Trindle-spring  run,  two  on  the  Cohockouk, 
one  six  feet  chord  and  one  four  feet  chord,  and  one  of 
10  feet  chord  to  pass  the  Letart  spring  at  Carlisle. 

From  Station  263  to  325.  —  The  next  4  50-80  miles  is 
over  a  country  somewhat  broken;  the  last  mile  is  quite 
rough,  and  some  rock  is  to  be  encountered,  the  grade 
is  not  generally  more  than  18  feet  per  mile  rising,  and 
there  is  but  little  descent  in  this  section,  a  few  chains 
only  at  the  upper  end  descends  at  a  grade  of  18  feet 
per  mile  to  a  fine  flat  called  the  Savannah. 

From  Station  325  /o371. — We  proceeded  up  this  flat 
at  a  grade  of  less  than  18  feet  per  mile,  the  distance  of 
4  16-80  miles.  In  this  distance  the  excavation  will 
amount  to  little  more  than  removing  the  sod  or  muck. 

From  the  head  of  this  section  several  fruitless  attempts 
were  made  to  pass  a  line  into  the  valley  of  the  Yellow 
Breeches  creek,  but  the  height  of  the  ridge  separating 
this  creek  from  the  Savannah  rendered  it  necessary  to 
abandon  this  route. 

From  Station  371  to  382.— The  line  from  the  end  of 
the  Savannah  passes  over  a  very  rough  country  for  the 
distance  of  64-80  miles,  following  a  depression;  which, 
although  distinctly  marked,  is  crossed  frequently  by 
ridges  and  ravines,  rendering  it  necessary  to  cut  and 
embank  to  a  considerable  extent.  A  steam  engine  or 
some  other  stationary  power  will  be  required  in  this  sec- 
I  tion.    The  grade  rises  and  falls  to  suit  the  surface  of 
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the  country,  ascending  mostly  at  the  rate  of  27^  feet 
per  mile,  and  descending  at  the  rate  of  18. 

From  3S2  474. —  From  the  point  last  mentioned, 
the  line  passes  over  an  undulating'  country,  on  which  a 
cheap  line  of  road  may  be  located,  rising  and  falling  at 
the  I'ate  of  27-^  feet  per  mile  for  a  distance  of  6  12-80 
miles,  which  brings  the  line  to  a  point  beyond  South- 
ampton summit. 

From  474  to  552. — A  rough  surface  presents  itself 
for  the  next  5  65-80  miles,  or  to  a  point  whence  the 
waters  descend  to  theConococheague  creek, the  country 
being  cut  up  by  the  streams  that  pass  north  to  the  Cono- 
dogwinnet,  and  some  few  deep  cuts  are  necessary  in 
crossing-  the  spurs  of  ridg'es  from  the  south. 

From  552  to  594.— The  land  for  tlie  next  3  12-80 
miles  to  a  short  distance  beyond  the  Conococheague 
creek,  is  less  broken  than  that  just  mentioned,  though 
by  no  means  smooth.  The  Conococheague  creek  will 
require  a  12  feet  culvert  to  pass  it,  and  in  its  valley  a 
very  considerable  embankment  is  necessary.  The  line 
from  thence  to  Cliambersbui  g,  11  12-80  miles  is  through 
a  countiy  which,  though  rough,  affords  a  tolerable  line. 

From  594:  to  753. — In  this  section,  a  creek  has  to  be 
crossed  with  a  six  foot  culvert,  and  two  rather  expen- 
sive embankments  are  necessary.  In  the  last  14  24-80 
miles  of  line  the  grade  has  been  made  to  conform  as 
much  as  jiossible  to  the  surface  of  the  country,  witliout 
admitting'  a  g'reater  grade  than  those  already  mentioned. 

The  surve}''  was  ended  on  tb.e  main  east  and  west 
street  in  Chambersburg,  near  the  market  house.  The 
length  of  the  line  is  55  62-80  miles.  'J  he  comitvy -be- 
tween Cliambersburg  and  Carlisle  will  admit  the  location 
of  two  distinct  lines  of  rail-road,  one  of  which  might  be 
passed  to  the  north  of  the  Chambersburg  and  Carlisle 
turnpike,  and  the  other  would  follow  with  some  slight 
deviations  the  line  traced  on  the  accompanying  maps. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  survey,  I  have  doubted 
whether  the  line,  as  it  now  stands,  is  the  best  that  can  be 
had.  It  seems  from  all  the  information  that  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  country, 
that  a  line  may  be  located  from  Carlisle  westward, 
passing'  generally  to  the  north  of  the  tui'npike,  having 
a  more  favourable  grade  than  the  present  line,  and  on 
w?iich  it  will  not  be  necessar}' to  locate  a  steam  engine 
or  oilier  stationary  power. 

The  estimates  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  submit 
to  your  lionourable  board,  are  nut  supposed  to  be  made 
upon  the  cheapest  possible  line,  but  it  is  hoped  and  con- 
fidently believed  that  the  expense  of  a  line  properly 
located  between  the  bridge  across  the  Susquehanna 
river  and  Chambersburg,  will  not  be  found  to  exceed 
the  accompanj'ing  estimate. 

An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  double  rail-way,  with 
turn-ouis  every  half  mile,  and  a  proper  horse-path,  and 
also,  a  map  and  a  profile  of  the  line,  is  herewith  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  -  '■. 

-   With  great  respect,         ■••  --'  ■  .'  ■ 

•  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  It.  HOPKINS. 

ESTIMATES  OF  TIIK,  HAItRlSBURG  AND 
CMAMBERSBUUG  RAIL-ROAD. 

The  accompanying  estimates  are  for  a  rail  road  with 
double  tracks.    'I'he  following  is  the  plan  adojjtetl. 

After  the  road-way  is  properly  levelled  and  graded, 
locust  sleepers,  3  by  6  inches,  are  to  belaid  at  right  an- 
g'les  to  the  road,  at  the  distance  of  8  feet  apart,  and  to  be 
bedded  on  broken  stone,  so  that  a  sufficient  coating  for 
the  formation  of  the  horse  path  may  be  laid  above  them. 
Locust  blocks  are  to  be  pinned  on  these,  their  upper 
surface  being  level  with  the  horse  path;  upon  these  oak 
scantling  are  to  be  secured,  and  the  iron  rails  are  spik- 
ed to  the  timbers.  The  iron  is  g  by  2  inches. 
The  plan  is  a  little  varied  from  in  two  instances,  where 
the  road  way  is  solid  rock. 


Division  1. 
From  0  to  Station  6 — 35  chains. 

35  chains  grubbing  at  $3  per  chain  $105  00 
3596.76  yds  exca\ation  at  8  cts  per  yard  287  90 
2230.02        embankment  at  10  cts  223  00 

21775.80  perch  stone  wall,  at  1  25  cts  per 

perch  27219  74 

26421,74  yds  of  fdling  between  wall  and 

bluff  at  12  cents  3170  60 

10.725  tons  of  iron,  90  dollars  per  ton  965  25 

1241 6.25  feet  of  timber  work  to  receive 

rails,  at  5  cts  per  foot  .  628  80 

Fencing,  land,  spikes,  &c.  392  72 

32908  01 

Division  '2. 
From  Station  6  to  Station  16 — 59  chains. 

36  chains  grubbing,  at  3  dols.  per  chain  108  00 
92902  yds  rock  excavation,  1  50  cts  per  yd  139354  30 
8265.22  yards  earth  excavation,  at  10  cts  826  52 

18  08  tons  of  iron,  at  90  dollars  1627  13 

20930  feet  timber,  prepared  for  rails  1046  50 

Fencing,  spikes,  land,  &.c.  746  36 

.    _       \    .  143708  81 
^  ■  '                   DrvisioN  3. 

From  Station  16  to  Station  30—84  chains. 

31674  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  $2217  19 

4452.54  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts  356  20 

574  yds  muck,  at  9  cts  51  65 

37  chains  grubbing  at  4  dolls  148  0"0 
25.74tons  iron,  at"90  dolls  2316  60 

1386  sets  of  supports,  at  40  cts  each  554  40 

378  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts  226  80 

1155  yds  pit  excavation  and  fdling,at  14  cts       161  70 

22176  feet  scantling,  at  30  dolls  per  M  665  20 

Horse  path,  land,  spikes,  fencing,  &.C.  1848  77 

8543  60 

Drvisrox  4.  -  . 
From  Station  30  to  Station  60 — 180  chains. 

7550  60  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  528  54 

12697  yds  embankment,  at  8ts  1015  81 

2360  yds  muck,  at  9  cts  212  44 

3234  yds  rock,  at  1  50  cts  4851  06 

486  yds  ditch,  ate  cts  29  20 

2475  yds  pit  excavation  and  filling, at  14  cts  346  50 

2970  sets  of  supports,  at  40  cts  1188  00 

47520  feet  of  scantling,  at  30  doll  per  M  1425  60 

55.1572  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls  per  ton  4964  14 

Horse  path,  fencing,  land,  spikes,  &c.  3849  37 

810  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts  486  00 

18896  66 

Division  5. 
From  Station  60  to  Station  102 — 252  chains. 

9826  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts  per  yard  786  15 

20686  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  1448  05 

3305  yds  muck,  at  9  cts  297  47 

1393  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts  82  59 

24  chains  grubbing,  at  4  dolls  96  00 

77.22  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls  6949  80 

4158  sets  of  supports,  at  40  cts  1663  20 

3465  yds  pit  excav.atlon'and  filling,  at  14  cts  485  10 

1134  perclies  broken  stone,  at  60  cts  680  40 

66528  feet  scantling,  at  30  dolls  per  M  1995  84 

Horse  path,  land,spikes,  &.c.  5546  35 

;  '     ■  ;\  -  20030  95 
Division  6. 
From  Station  102  to  Station  \64!—o7 8  chains. 

53714  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  3760  00 

2370  yds  rock  excavation,  at  1  50  dolls  3556  44 

23149  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts  per  yard  1851  94 

7295  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts  437  70 

1003  yds  muck,  at  9  cts  90  27 
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39  chains  grubbing,  at  4  dolls  156  00 
6  feet  chord  Culvert,  62. pei'ches,  at 

2  50  cts  per  perch  156  67 

226  yds  culvert  pit  excavation,  at  15  cts  34  GO 

115.83  tons  iron,  at  90  dollars  10424  70 

6237  sets  supports,  at  40  cts  2494  80 

1701  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts  1020  60 

5197  yds  pit  excavation  &  filling-,  at -14  cts  727  65 

99792  feet  scantling,  at  30  dolls  per  M  2993  76 

Horse  pathj  fencing,  spikes,  land,  &c.  7926  40 

35565  03 


Division  7. 
From  Station  164  to  Station  218- 
30262  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts 
5828  yds  rock,  single  track,  at  1  50  cts 
24234  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts  - 
4545  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts 
8013  yds  muck,  at  9  cts 

2  four  feet  chord  culverts,  88.98  perch- 
es, at  2  50  dolls 
136  yds  culvert  pit  excavation,  at  15  cts 
5346  sets  of  supports,  at  40  cts 
85536  feet  of  scantlmg,  at  30  dolls  per  M 
99.283  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls  per  ton 
4455  yds  pit  excavation,  at  14  cts 
1458  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts  per 
perch 

Horse  path,  lafld,  fencing,  &.c. 


324  cltainx. 

2118  38 
8742  52 
1938  73 
272  75 
721  24 


222 
20 
2138 
2566 
8935 

623 

874 
5530 


44 
53 
40 
09 
47 
70 

80 
47 


Division  8. 
From  Station  218  to  Station  270— 316^ 
87921  yda  excavation,  at  7  cts 
8333  yds  embankmens,  at  10  cts 
6858  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts 
1950  yds  rock  excavation,  at  1  50  cts 
Culvert,  10  feet  cl»ord,131.75  perch,at  2  dol 
50  cts 

219  yds  culvert  pit  excavation,  at  15  cts 
4351  yds  excavation  and  filling,  for  support 
at  14  cts 

5222  sets  supports,  at  40  cts  per  set 
83556  feet  scantling,  at  30  dolls 

96.984  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls  per  ton 
1424J  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts 
Fence,  horse  path,  land,  spikes,  &C 


§34705  52 

chains. 
6154  57 
833 
412 


31 
12 
2925  81 

229  37 
32  90 

609  26 
2088  90 
2506  68 
8728  62 

854  55 
6446  48 


Division  9. 
From  Station  270  to  Station  333— 
9234  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts 
2029  yds  muck,  at  9  cts 
45546  yds  excuvation,  at  7  cts 
3702  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts 

103  0236  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls 
6220-J  supports,  at  40  cts 
5183  yds  pit  excavation,  at  14  cts 
99528  feet  scanUing,  30  per  M 
Fencing,  spikes,  horse  path,  land,  &c. 
1696^  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts 


377 


31922  47 

chains. 

74^2  78 

182  62 
3188  25 

222  16 
9272  12 
2488  20 

725  72 
2985  84 
8128  77 
1017  90 


Division  10. 
From  Station  333  to  Station  375—208 
8811  yds  excavation,  7  cts 
7910  yds  embankment,  at  8  ctg 
3617  yds  ditch,  at  7  cts 
1719  yds  muck,  at  9  cts 

63.73  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls  per  ton 
3432  supports  at  40  cts  per  set 
2860  yds  pit  excavation  and  filling.at  14cts 
936  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts 
5491 2  feet  scantling,  at  30  dolls  per  M 
Horse  path,  fencing,  &c. 


28954  36 

chains. 

616  77 
632  84 
217  02 
154  76 
5735  70 
1372  80 
400  40 
561  60 
1647  36 
4936  70 


Division  11. 
From  Station  375  to  Station  431 — 336  chains. 

75392  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  5277 

17464  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts  1397 
5132  yds  ditch,  6  cts  307 
2271  yds  muck,  at  9  cts  204 
A  stationary  engine  and  tlie  extra  work  on' 
inclined  plane  above  ordinaiy  I'bad, 

with  the  necessary  fixtures,  4233  00 
Plane  lifts,  52  feet  in  a  distance  of  26  chains 

102.06  tons  of  iron  at  90  dolls  9185 

5554  supports,  at  40  cts  2217 
4620  yds  pit  excavation  and  filling,  at  14  cts  640 
1512  perches  broken  stone  at  60  cts  907 

88704  feet  scantling  at  30  dolls  per  M  2661 
60  chains  gnibbing,  at  3  dolls  180 

Horse  path,  fencing,  spikes,  land,  &.c.  7261 


51 
15 

94 
46 


4a 

60 
30 
20 
12 
00 
66 


162;r5  95 


Division  12. 
From  Station  431  to  Station  491- 
45053  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts 
41690  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts 
3715  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts 
6473  yds  muck,  at  9  cts 

42  chains  grubbing,  at  3  dolls 
110.927  tons  iron  at  90  dolls 
5973  supports,  at  40  cts 
4977  yds  pit  excavation  and  filling,  at 
1629  perches  broken  stone,  at  6(J  cts 
95568  feet  scantling,  at  30  ddlls  per  M 
Horse  path,  fencing,  land,  spikes,  he. 


34479  84 

-362  chains. 

3004  24 
2918  35 
'      222  90 
582  58 
126  00 
•  .         9983  43 
2389  20 
695  85 
977  40 
2867  04 
7081  36 

30399  85 


1 4  cts 


DrvisioN  13. 
From  Station  491  to  Station  363 — 418  chains. 
59021  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts 
238.77  yds  rock,  at  1  50  cts 
12161  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts 
7629  yds  ditcli,  at  6  cts 
1211  yds  nmck,  at  9  cts 

128.0872  tons  iron  at  90  doljs  per  ton 
6897  sets  supports,  at  40  cts  per  set 

57  chains  grubbing,  at  4  dolls 
5747  yds  pit  excavation,  14  cts  , 
1881  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts 
100352  feet  of  scantling,  at  30  dolls  per  M 
Horse  path,  &c. 
Culvert  -   ■  ; 

Pit  excavation        v.  .  - 


Division  14. 
,  Fmm  Station  563  to  Station  619—332  ch 
86710  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts 
9069  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts 

6134  yds.  ditch,  at  6  cts. 
2635  yds.  muck,  at  9  cts. 

22^  chains  gi-ubbin;;;,  at  $3 

57  do.       do.  at  $4 

181.7343  tons  iron,  for  rails,  at  $90 
5478  supports,  at  40  cts. 

4565  yds.  pit  excavation  and  filling  at  14  cts. 

1494  perches  brokeji  stone  at  60  cts. 
87648  feet  scantling  at  30  dolls. 
Horse  path,  fence,  &.c.    •    _  • 
5  culverts,  at  $160,  each 
Pits  for  5  culverts  at  20  dolls. 


4131 

53 

35S. 

15 

972 

93 

■  457 

76 

1U9 

03 

115^7 

85 

2758 

80 

228 

00 

^  .  804 

65 

1128 

60 

3010 

56 

8774 

26 

150 

00 

30 

00 

34442 

12 

ains. 

6069 

71 

725 

51 

368 

07 

237 

19 

67 

50 

228 

00 

9156 

09 

2191 

20 

6."9 

10 

896 

40 

2629 

44 

6897 

03 

800 

00 

100 

00 

$31,045  24 

Division  15. 
From  Station  619  to  Station  684 — 374  chains. 
53107  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  3717  47 

1078  yds  rock,  at  $1  50  1617  00 

50062  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts  ,  4005  01 

7454  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts  '      '  .  "  '  21 
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2442  yds  muck,  at  9  cts 

59  chains  grubbing-,  at  3  dolls. 
114.6043  tons  iron,  at  f90 
6171  supports,  at  40  cts 
5142  )'ds  pit  evcavatioii  and  filling,  at  14  cts 
1683  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts 
Horse  path,  fence,  &.c. 

Culvert,  12  feet  chord,  342.50  perch,  at  2  50. 
Vit  excavation,  165  yds  at  15  cts 
98736  feet  scantling-,  at  30  dells,  per  M 


219 

177 
10314  29 
2468  40 

719  95 
1008  80 
8133  17 

856  25 
24  80 
2962  08 


83 
00 


36671  36 

" .  Divisiox  16. 

Frotn  Station  684  to  Stution  721—223  chains. 

33937  yds  excavation,  at  7  cts  2375  63 

6696  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts         .  535  71 

4717  yds  ditch  at  6  cts  -  ■      .      283  01 

500  yds  muck,  at  9  cts  '  ■    ■    ;         45  00 

63  chains  grubbing-,  at  3  dolls.      '  189  00 

68.3336  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls.       '  '  6150  02 

3679*  sets  supports,  at  40  cts  ■  1471  80 

3066  yds  pit  excavation  and  tilling-,  at  14  cts.    429  27 

1003  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts.  602  10 

58872  feet  scantling,  at  30  dolls,  per  M  1766  16 

Horse  path,  land,  fence,  spikes,  &c.  4750  91 

One  culvert,  44.49  perches,      2  50  per  perch    111  22 

68.44  yds  pit  excavation,  at  15  cts  10  27 


18720  10 


Division  17. 
From  Station  721  to  Station  753—203. 
1224.79  yds  rock,  at  150        •    -  '  .  - 
12498  yds  excavation  at  7  cts  ■  "  ' 

9558  yds  embankment,  at  8  cts        '  ' 
3216  yds  ditch,  at  6  cts 
.  775  yds  muck,  at  9  cts 

62.2663  tons  iron,  at  90  dolls,  per  ton 
3352  4-5  support?,  at  40  cts. 
2794  yds  pit  excavation  and  filling,  at  14 
914  perches  broken  stone,  at  60  cts. 
53644  feet  scantling  at  30  dolls,  per  M 
Fence,  land,  &c. 

Two  4  feet  culverts,  88.98  perches,  at  2  50 
perch 

137  yds  culvert  pit  excavation,  at  15  cts 


20  chains. 
1837 


cts, 


837  18 
874  88 
764  68 
193  00 
69  76 
5603  97 
1341 
391 
548  64 
1609  32 
4782  45 


12 
16 


per 


322  44 
20  58 


$18358  5': 


SUMMARY. 


Division  3d 
do.  4th 


do. 
do. 

■■(do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


5th 
•  6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 


Expense  of  line  from  Susquehanna  to 
Chambersburg  ... 

Cost  ol  line  down  along  river  before 
leaving  it,  rendered  necessary  by 
our  being  required  to  start  the  line 
at  the  bridge  ... 

Total   -  . 
Allowance  for  turn-outs     -        -  - 


$8543  60 
-    18896  66 
20030  95 
35565  03 
34705  52 
31922  47 
28954  36 
-  16275  05 
■  34479  84 
30399  85 
34442  12 
31045  24 
,    36671  36 
,    18720  10 
.    18358  53 

399,012  48 


176,706  82 

575,719  30 
19,951  60 


If  tho  line  be  made  to  commence  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  one  mile  and  fourteen  chains  below  the  Harris- 
burg  bridge,  the  whole  cost  of  the  first  and  second  divi- 
sions will  be  saved,  and  the  location  will  be  equally  ad- 
vantageous fur  all  general  purposes.  Upon  this  plan, 
which  is  earnestly  recommended,  the  whole  cost  will  be 

From  the  Susquehanna  to  Chambersburg, 

399,012  48 
^  .    -        19,951  60 

./  /  ■        $418,964  08 

•    -      -  S7673  33 

WM.  R.  HOPKINS. 


54  6-10  miles 
Allowance  for  turn-outs  - 


Average  per  mile 


$595,660  90 


REPORT  ON  THE  LINE  OF  RAIL-WAY  BE- 
TWEEN CHAMBERSBURG  &  YORK. 

To  the  Canal  Commissioners 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a 
report  on  the  line  of  rail  road  from  Chambersburg-, 
through  Gettysburg,  to  York. 

Having  fixed  upon  Black's  Gap  as  the  proper  point 
at  which  to  cross  the  South  mountain,  a  line  was  brought 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Gap,  rising  for  most  of  the 
way  at  a  grade  of  30  feet  per  mile.  In  this  distance  the 
line  was  kept  as  high  as  possible  in  order  to  diminish 
the  number  of  stationary  engines  required  to  cross  the 
mountain,  and  also,  to  keep  the  summit  of  the  country, 
in  order  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  beds  of  the  prin- 
cipal streams.  To  eflect  these  objects,  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  to  the  south  of  Falling-spring  run,  till  the  coun- 
try became  so  low  that  the  line  was  obliged  to  be  curvedl 
to  the  north,  passing  across  some  very  deep  ravines  in 
crossing  the  head  of  the  Falling-spring  run,  to  get  upon 
the  summit  between  the  Conococheague  and  Autietum 
creeks.  The  line  keeps  near  the  highest  part  of  this 
summit  to  the  beginning  of  the  Gap.  At  this  point  it  is 
on  the  best  possible  ground  that  can  be  had,  the  gi-ade 
having  overcome  in  the  distance  of  11^  miles,  nearly 
half  the  elevation  necessary  to  be  gained  in  crossing  the 
mountain. 

I  can  say  but  little  in  favour  of  the  countiy  from 
Chambersburg  to  the  foot  of  the  South  mountain,  as 
adapted  to  the  construction  of  a  rail-road;  the  line  can- 
not be  much  altered  for  the  better.  And  as  it  stands,  it 
is  any  thing  but  a  cheap  one. 

The  line  rises  the  mountain  with  two  inclined  planes, 
one  of  122  and  one  of  196  feet,  together  with  the  grade 
to  the  height  of  700  feet  above  Chambersburg;  at  which 
point  it  will  be  best  to  tunnel  for  20  chain.s,  which  will 
save  the  expense  of  rising  the  remaining  100  feet  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain. 

The  Gap  which  the  line  ascends  for  the  last  Similes 
is  tolerably  smooth  in  its  bed,  and  well  calculated  for 
the  passage  of  a  turnpike.  But  its  sides  are  so  steep, 
and  so  much  cut  up  by  ravines,  th.it  it  seems  impossible 
to  get  even  a  tolerable  line  along  it. 

The  line  descending  the  mountain  is  on  good  ground 
generally,  and  would  be  cheap  were  it  not  for  the  two 
steam  engines  which  must  be  located  to  descend  to  the 
proper  level  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain.  The  fill 
of  one  of  these  is  280  and  the  other  220  feet.  From  the 
foot  of  the  South  mountain  to  Gettysburg  the  country  is 
mostly  bad,  many  deep  cuts  occur  through  solid  rock; 
and  there  are  several  heavy  embankments  in  situations 
where  earth  cannot  be  had  without  trouble.  Tiie 
distance  from  Chambersburg  to  Gettysburg  is  29  18-80 
miles. 

The  next  10  18-80  is  through  a  country  which,  in- 
stead of  being  favourable  to  the  purposes  contemplated 
in  the  act  directing  this  survey,  seems  to  combine  as 
many  of  the  qualities  of  countries  usually  shunned  by 
engineers,  and  as  few  of  the  requisites  for  a  good  line  of 
rail  road,  as  any  line  I  remember  to  have  seen.  The 
line  is  very  crooked;  numerous  and  expensive  embank- 
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merits  are  required  both  across  the  Potomac  and  Sus- 
quehanna waters.  And  the  cost  of  blasting-  the  rock  in 
the  deep  cuts  would  make  any  thing-  but  a  trifling-  item 
sn  an  estimate. 

A  steam  eng-ine  and  inclined  plane  are  necessary  at 
the  Conewago  creek.  From  the  point  at  which  the 
line  intersects  the  little  Conevvag-o  creek,  we  pass  up  it 
and  one  of  its  branches,  and  keep  close  along  the  south- 
ern foot  of  the  Pig-eon-Hills  to  Codorus  waters,  and 
thence  to  York,  a  distance  of  20  73-80  miles,  through  a 
country  in  which  a  good  line  of  rail-road  may  easily  be 
had. 

The  distance  from  Chambersburg  to  the  west  end  of 
the  borough  of  York,  is  60  26-80  miles;  about  25  miles 
of  this  is  a  tolerably  good  country,  but  the  cheapness 
with  which  a  rail  road  may  be  constructed  along  this 
part  of  the  line,  will  be  very  far  from  making  up  for 
the  expense  it  will  be  necessary  to  encounter  on  the 
other  parts. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  no  advantage  that  can  be  obtain- 
ed by  making  of  this  road,  will  at  all  justify  the  expense 
of  constructing  it.  And  I  think,  few  engineers  would 
recommend  this  route,  were  the  advantages  to  be  at- 
tained by  its  construction,  many  times  greater  than  in 
all  human  probability  they  ever  will  be. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WM.  K.  HOPKINS. 

REPORT 

Of  ike  Committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  held  in  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  10th  Feb.         relative  to  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Pottsville  Rail-Road. 
The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  former 
meeting  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  practica- 
bility and  propriety  of  connecting  the  Susquehanna 
by  rail-i-oad  with  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  at  Pottsville, 
and  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  now  enter  upon 
a  discharge  of  that  duty.    Several  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  long  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
tiade  and  localities  embraced  in  the  objects  of  their  re- 
search, and  since  their  appointment  they  have  together 
with  th  eir  colleagues,  had  recourse  to  all  the  means  of 
information  within  their  reach,  the  combined  effect  of 
which  has  been  an  entire  conviction  in  their  minds,  that 
few  works  of  improvement  have  been  projected,  in 
which  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have  a  deeper  inter- 
est, or  that  promises  a  more  beneficial  return  to  the 
country,  and  to  those  who  should  accomplish  the  con- 
struction of  them.    We  find  that  in  the  year  1826  a  law 
was  passed  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  a  company 
to  make  a  rail-road  from  Danville  to  Pottsville.    Xn  pur- 
fiuance  of  this  act,  exploration  of  the  country  and  some 
rough  surveys  were  made;  but  the  law  was  found  to  be 
defective  in  many  important  particulars,  and  application 
was  made  to  the  Legislature  for  the  enactment  of  a  sup- 
plement correcting  these  defects,  and  authorizing  the 
formation  of  a  rail-road  from  Sunbury  and  from  Danville 
to  Pottsville,  the  work  to  commence  at  the  latter  place. 
This  law  was  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  at  the  same  time,  the  Canal  Commissioners 
were  directed  to  cause  minute  and  scientific  surveys  of 
proper  routes  for  the  said  rail-road,  to  be  made  at  the 
expense,  and  by  oflicers  of  the  state.     That  duty  has 
been  performed  by  an  engineer  whose  professional  tal- 
ents and  high  standing  entitle  his  opinion  and  proceed- 
ings to  the  fullest  confidence.     His  reports  to  the  state 
Gommissioners  and  the  commissioners  named  in  the  act 
of  incorporation,  place  the  practicability  of  making  the 
road  beyond  a  doubt,  and  at  a  moderate  expense. 

It  it  proposed  to  take  the  route  to  Pottsville  by  a  route 
explored  to  a  point  designated,  then  to  diverge  with  one 
branch  to  Sunbury,  and  another  to  Danville.  From  the 
confluence  of  the  north  and  west  branches  at  Sunbury, 
the  surveyed  line  will  be  45|  or  49  J  miles,  according  to 
the  course  pursued;  the  distance  from  Danville  to  Potts- 
ville 42i  or  43^  miles.    The  total  expense  will  be  626,- 


611  dollars,  this  includes  every  expense  for  both  roads, 
and  also  an  allowance  of  ten  per  cent,  for  contingent  ex- 
penses. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  adduce  arguments 
to  show  that  it  is  the  interest,  and  In  fact  the  duty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  metropolis  freely  to  lend  their  aid  to 
the  formation  of  as  many  lines  of  communication  on  the 
Susquehanna,  and  to  open  to  its  trade  as  many  avenues 
leading  to  our  market  as  the  situation  of  the  country  and 
the  means  within  our  power  may  justify.  In  point  of 
distance,  geographical  facilities,  ease  of  construction 
and  convenience  for  trade,  a  rail  road  from  Sunbury  and 
Danville  on  the  Susquelianna  to  Pottsville  on  the 
Schuylkill,  promises  advantages  not  enjoyed  by  any 
other  route;  in  support  of  this  proposition  we  submit  the 
following  facts.  Miles. 
From  Sunbury  to  Philadelphia  via  Columbia  Rail- 
road is  168 
Do.  do.  via  Pottsville  152 


From 


DifTerence  in  favor  of  the  latter 

do.  by  the  Union  Canal  is 
Do.       via  Pottsvilla 


16 


Difference  in  favor  of  the  latter 

From  Danville  to  Philada.  via  Columbia  Rail-road 
Do.  dp.  via  Pottsville 


From 


DifTerence  in  favor  of  the  latter 
do. 


Do. 


by  the  Union  Canal 
via  Pottsville 


DifTerence  in  favor  of  the  latter 


202 
152 

50 

182 
148 


214 
148 

66 


It  is  thus  shown  that  the  contemplated  roads  offer 
to  the  trade  of  the  north  and  the  west  branches  of  the 
Susquehanna,  a  shorter  road  to  market  than  any  now  o- 
pened,  and  we  have  the  sanction  of  engineers  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  highest  authority,  for  stating  that  the  rail- 
roads in  question  will  be  the  shortest  avenues  to  our  me- 
tropolis that  can  be  opened.  It  should  be  held  in  re- 
membrance too,  that  the  mo.Tnent  the  produce  of  the 
Susquehanna  passes  the  point  designated,  it  is  receding 
from  Philadelphia,  and  approaching  Baltimore,  and  may 
be  drawn  out  of  the  state,  but  once  embarked  on  the 
proposed  rail-roads,  its  profits,  toll  and  revenues  are  se- 
cured to  our  state,  her  citizens,  and  metropolis. 

From  Sunbury  to  Philadelphia,  as  before  stated,  is 
152  miles;  from  the  same  point  to  Baltimore  is  155 
miles;  at  Middletown  the  entrance  of  the  Union  Canal, 
you  are  via  that  canal  146  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and 
only  88  from  Baltimore,  therefore  after  travelling  from 
Sunbury  to  Middletown,  a  distance  of  67  miles  nearer 
Baltimore,  but  only  8  miles  nearer  to  Philadelphia,  thus 
loosing  60  miles  in  distance.  In  favour  of  Danville  it 
may  be  stated,  that  the  termination  of  the  branch  at  that 
place  is  19  miles  nearer  Philadelphia  than  Baltimore,but 
at  York  Haven  we  are  16  miles  the  nearest  to  Baltimore. 
The  points  mentioned  upon  the  Susquehanna  are  also 
the  most  convenient  for  collecting  the  produce  and 
minerals  to  be  transported  to  market;  Danville  is  the 
centre  of  a  rich  and  populous  district,  and  can  of  itself 
command  a  large  trade;  at  Sunbury  there  is  a  spacious 
basin  in  which  the  merchandise  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try and  of  the  west  and  the  north  will  centre. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  too,  that  those  roads  will  not 
clash  with,  or  in  any  way  injure  or  lessen  the  value  of 
the  state  works,  but  rather  be  of  service  to  them.  It  is 
know  n  that  the  north  branch,  the  west  branch,  and  the 
great  eastern  and  western  line  of  state  canals,  will  pour 
their  vast  treasures  into  the  1st  section  of  the  Susque- 
hanna canal;  It  is  obvious  if  the  three  several  channels 
be  filled,  that  the  receiving  section  of  the  Union  Canal 
and  Columbia  rail  road,  which  are  continuing  branches 
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of  it,  must  be  inconveniently  and  injimously  thi-onged  i 
sind  g-lutted,  and  that  the  Sunbuiy  and  Danville  roads,  i 
will  afford  a  timely  and  very  salutary  relief  and  assist-  j 
ance. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  show  the  amount  of  trade  ' 
which  will  probably  be  attracted  to  these  roads,  and  the 
revenue  that  will  arise  from  it.    On  these  points,  a  con-  ■ 
vention  lately  held  at  Suiibury,  have  furnished  us  with  : 
tlie  following' authentic  data. 

The  descending'  trade  of  the  west  branch  in  1826,  < 
was  fairly  estimated  at  29,907  tons,  chiefly  agricultural 
produce,  12,000  tons  of  which  was  collected  within  20 
miles  of  the  Sunbury  basin.  The  trade  of  Penn's  creek 
may  be  estimated  at  8000  tons,  making' tog-ether  37,907 
tons,  nearly  all  agricultural  products  of  the  west  branch 
and  Penn's  creek,  entering  the  Sunbury  basin. 

This  estimate  is  independent  of  the  trade  in  iron  and 
bituminous  coal  of  West  Branch  and  its  tributaries. 
The  bituminous  coal  of  Clearfield  and  Lycoming,  re- 
cently uncovered,  as  well  as  the  coal  and  iron  mines  of 
the  Shamokin  Valley,  will  offer  additional  subjects  for 
transportation  ow  the  rail-way. 

It  is  certain  that  the  trade  of  the  North  Branch  will 
be  even  greater  than  that  of  the  west.  The  ascending 
tonnage  will  be  about  one-third  of  the  descending,  and 
equal  to  the  present  ascending  trade  of  the  Schuylkill 
navigation,  which  agreeably  to  the  last  report  of  the 
managers  was  21,259  tons,  vifhich  with  the  descending- 
freights,  as  before  stated,  centering  at  Sunbury  and 
Danville,  would  make  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  produce 
and  merchandize  exceeding  95,000  tons. 

In  addition  to  this  the  rail  road  company  are  enti- 
tled to  hold  coal  land  and  cany  on  the  coal  ti-ade,  a 
large  amount  of  trade  will  also  be  received  for  the  trans- 
portation of  coal  from  the  mines  surrounding  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  line.  The  road  will  be  first  made  at  that 
end,  and  for  every  section  of  two  miles  of  road  complet- 
ed, tolls  may  be  collected.  From  these  sources  and 
from  the  Shamokin  and  Mahoney  mines,  freight  to  the 
amount  of  150,000  tons  may  be  calculated  upon. 

Another  item  of  local  tonnage,  perhaps  not  inferior  to 
any  is  the  lumber  trade.  -  Owing  to  the  diminution  of 
lumber  on  the  Delaware,  immense  quantities  would 
yearly,  for  many  years  to  come,  pass  on  this  rail  road 
by  tlie  Schuylkill,  and  thence  to  Philadelphia,  in  plank, 
scantling,  shingles,  and  staves. 

The  probable  tonnage  and  revenue  of  the  rail  roads, 
may  be  stated  as  follows: 

95,000  tons  of  produce  and  merchandize  at 

1  cent  per  ton  per  mile,  for  45  miles,  is  $42,750 

150,000  tons  coal,  average  distance  15  miles 

at  same  rate   22,500 

30,000  tons  iron  and  ore,  average  distance  ' 

25  miles  do.         -       -       -       -  .  7,500 

Tolls  on  Lumber,  Sec.  &c.  &.C.         -     .  10,000 

'  "  ■  82,750 

Being  nearly  15  per  cent,  on  the  capital  expended' 
and  nearly  equal  to  the  tolls  taken  last  year  on  the 
Schuylkill  navigation.  Allow  but  half  this  estimate  to 
be  realized  per  annum  for  the  first  ten  years,  and  the 
stockholders  will  be  sufficiently  remunerated. 

In  conclusion,  we  cannot  refrain  from  adverting-  to 
the  very  liberal  and  flattering  preference  vt'hich  our  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  interior  have  shown  for  this  their 
own  metropohs,  over  tliat  of  a  neiglibouring  State,  as  in- 
dicated by  a  recent  vote  in  the  legislature  of  our  state, 
upon  the  application  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  take 
a  rail  road  from  tlie  Susquehanna  to  that  city.  But  it 
cannot  be  concealed,  that  the  vote  of  preference  was 
given  under  the  belief  that  Philadelphia  would  exert 
herself  to  open  every  advantageous  avenue  to  her  mar- 
kets. Should  this  just  expectation  be  disappointed,  it 
may  occasion  a  reaction,  and  cause  those  who  rehed 
upon  it,  to  throw  themselves  into  the  arms  of  their  se- 
cond choice,  which  we  know  to  be  Baltimore.    In  ad- 


dition, therefore,  to  the  obvious  dictates  of  their  own 
interest,  Philadelphia  is  pledged  to  do  all  that  in  her 
lies,  to  meet  the  favourable  advances  now  made  to  her. 

Your  committee,  therefove, .  offer  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 

JResoIved,  1st.  That  thfsmceting  feel  highly  gratified 
to  find,  by  the  report  of  an  able  and  experienced  engi- 
neer, that  a  rail  road  from  Pottsville,  on  the  Schuylkill, 
to  Danville  and  Sutibury  on  the  Susquehanna,  is  practi- 
cable, and  can  be  made  at  a.  small  expense. 

Resolved,  2dl)'',  That  inasmuch  as  the  citizensof  Bal- 
timore are  using  every  exertion  in  their  power  to  lead 
off  the  trade  of  the  Susquehanna  to  that  city,  and  there- 
by diminish  the  trade  and  wealth  of  Philadelphia,  and 
of  the  state  generally,  it  is  important,  that  this  work 
should  be  immediately  commenced,  and  prosecuted 
vpith  energy  until  its  final  completion. 

Resolved,  Sdly,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  ap- 
pointed to  request  the  commissioners  of  the  rail  road  to 
open  books  for  subscription  to  stock:  and  to  co-operate 
with  said  commissioners  in  procuring  subscriptions,  and 
in  corresponding  with  other  committees  interested  in 
the  presecution  of  this  undertaking. 

SAMUEL  WETIIERILL, 
.   -  -  BENJAMIN  W.  RICHARDS, 

•  -     :     .';     JOHN  WHITE, 

.     I     "     JOHN  BOHLEN, 
•'  Vb  ■       LAWRENCE  LEWIS, 

.-  ROBERT  PARRISH, 

GEORGE  TAYLOR. 


MEMORIAL  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  THE  POOR. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  JtssemMij  met. 

The  memorial  of  the  "Guardians  for  the  Relief  and  Em- 
ployment of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the' 
District  of  Southwark  and  the  Townships  of  North- 
ern Liberties  and  Penn" 

Respectpulit  sheweth, 

That  your  memorialists  have  seen  with  deep  regret 
a  Bill,  No.  81  on  the  Senate  files,  which  proposes  to 
change  in  very  material  features  tlie  existing  system  fui- 
the  management  of  the  poor  in  its  District — and  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  state  their 
entire  dissent  from  all  the  features  of  that  bill. 

It  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  ofthe  members  - 
of  your  honourable  bodies  that  the  system  now  in  prog- 
ress was  adopted  upon  the  earnest  demand  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  adjoining  dis- 
tricts and  townships,  it  was  called  for  by  them  loudly 
— they  complained,  and  had  long  complained  of  abuses 
resulting  from  the  former  system.  They  at  last  rose 
in  their  primary  assemblies,  in  town  meetings,  and  de- 
clared by  acclamation  that  their  grievances  must  be  re- 
dressed. They  referred  the  subject  to  intelligent  and 
experienced  men  from  the  city  and  county.  The  plan 
which  these  men  after  long  and  anxious  reflection  pro- 
posed, was  hailed  with  universal  appi-obation;  it  was 
submitted  to  and  approved  of  by  the  Councils  of  the 
City,  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Northern 
Liberties,  of  Southwark,  of  Kensington,  and  Penn 
Township;  and  by  the  former  Board  of  Guardians,  con- 
sisting of  fifty  citizens  from  all  parts  of  ihe  district.  It 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature  supported  by  nume- 
rous memorials  in  its  favour.  It  was  at  your  last  ses- 
sion  fully  examined,  debated  &  finally ,adopted&  passed 
into  a  law,  and  now  is  in  the  progress  of  execution  &  ex- 
periment. What  then,  your  memorialists  would  ask, 
can  have  occurred  to  render  an  interference  with  this 
law  necessaiy,  before  its  operation  has  been  tested?  be- 
fore its  principles  have  had  an  opportunity  to  unfold 
their  results'  Does  the  public  voice  call  for  this  inter- 
ference? Your  memoralists  have  not  understood  that  it 
does — on  the  contrary  they  believe  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  the  community  to  be  all  enlisted  in  favour  of 
the  act  now  inforce. They  cannotbelieve  otherwise  with- 
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out  imputing  fickleness  of  sentiment  to  that  public,who 
are  equally  the  constituents  of  your  memorialists  and  of 
the  members  of  the  legislntiire. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  one 
great  subject  of  general  complaint  was,  what  is  general- 
ly called  the  Out-door  System  of  relief, — the  practical 
operation  of  which  was  the  establishment  of  a  regular 
and  constantly  increasing  list  of  pensioners,  who  feed 
upon  the  pubhc  purse'^vithout  check  or  contro],and  de- 
manded as  a  right  and  received  as  a  right,  the  produce 
of  the  labour  of  the  industrious  classes.  There  was  no 
end  or  limit  to  this  evil — it  has  attained  an  alarming  mag- 
nitude. To  arrest  its  course  required  tlie  strong  arm  of 
the  Legislature;  it  was  interposed,and  the  people  were 
thankful.  Yet  the  first  section  of  the  bill  against  which 
we  remonstrate,  is  intended  once  more  to  launch  against 
us  this  engine  of  destruction.  Your  memoralists  pray 
you  to  recur  to  the  petitions  of  the  last  session,  and  to 
the  course  of  policy  then  adopted,  and  predicated  up- 
on these  petitions.  They  beg  leave  too  to  suggest  that 
the  law  as  it  now  stands  permits  temporary  relief  to 
the  sufferer  and  his  family — but  to  be  administered  in 
food,  clothing,  medicine,  and  all  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life,  while  it  forbides  the  baneful  grant  of 
pecuniary  pensions. 

Your  Memorialists  are  also  averse  to  that  part  of  the 
bill,  which  compels  them  to  erect  a  Hospital  within  the 
bounds  of  the  city — allow  them  to  ask  why  they  should 
not  be  entrusted  with  this  question?  Are  not  your  mem- 
oralists like  yourselves  elected  to  discharge  the  duties 
belonging  to  their  station  ?    Are  they  not  responsible 
for  the  violation  of  these  duties?    Do  they  not  act  nu- 
der  the  sanction  of  a  sacred  obligation?    Are  they  not 
members  of  the  very  community  most  interested  in  the 
matter  under  discussion?    Do  they  not  themselves  con- 
tribute by  payment  of  taxes,  to  the  creation  of  the  fund  ' 
And  why  then  shall  they  not  be  permitted  to  execute 
the  functions  thus  cast  upon  them,  &  in'which  they  have 
BO  deep  an  interest?    Why  must  you  be  appealed  to, 
to  superintend,   check,  conti-ol,  and  pass  upon  each,  & 
all  their  acts?  If  the  people  call  for  your  interference, 
your  memorialists  admit  the  case,for  interference  would 
then  ai-ise;  but  while  Ihey  are  not  dissatisfied  your  mem- 
orialists submit  that  such  intervention  would  be  equally 
inijust  to  them  and  burdensome  to  you.    Again,  it  can 
only  require  to  be  mentioned,  it  need  not  be  insisted 
upon — that  the  establishment  of  a  Hospital  at  a  distance 
from  the  Alms  House,  would  be  for  many  reasons  impo- 
litic and  imprudent — cruel  to  the  tenants  of  the  latter 
place — and  by  the  process  of  removal  and  its  consequen- 
ces fatal  to  individuals  and  offensive — in  some  cases  per- 
haps dangerous  to  the  public.    An  establishment  for 
the  reception  of  those  who  may  suffer  from  sudden  ac- 
cidents,or  from  illness  which  cannot  be  properly  at);ond- 
ed  to,  in  their/amilies  may  become  desirable  at  afutui-e 
period  within  the  City,  and  will  then  be  erected,  But 
j'our  memorialists  respectfully  submit  that  the  people 
of  this  district,  and  the  public  bodies  of  this  section  of 
the  State  are  competent  to  judge  of  the  proper  time, 
and  occasion  for  s\ich  an  erection.    At  this  moment  it 
would  be  burthensome,  expensive  and  inconvenient. — 
ABow  your  memorialists  also  respectfully  to  ask  wheth- 
^cr  they  are  not  entitled  to  judge  of  the  rules,  which 
should  govern  their  mode  of  transacting  their  own  bus- 
iness?   Must  they  be  driven  on  all  occasions  to  recur 
for  assent  and  approbation  to  other  authorities,  to  Judg- 
es and  Attorneys  General — What  other  Corporation  is 
so  restricted — Why  are  not  the  members  ofthis  body  to 
be  entrusted  with  their  own  g-overnment?  ,  Will  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships 
of  the  Northren  Liberties  and  Penn?    Will  they  depute 
men  to  the  performance  of  this  trust,  who  are  not  wor- 
thy to  be  permitted  to  enact  their  own  rules?'    Do  not 
the  principles  of  our  government  forbid  this  supposition, 
and  allow  us  to  ask  can  the  authorities  referred  to  in  the 
third  section  be  competent  Judges  of  the  necessitj',  or 
of  the  mode  of  operation  ofthesc  rules  '    Can  any  body 
of  them  except  those  whp  witness  their  effects. 


In  conclusion,  your  memoriahsts  respectfully  pray 
that  they  may  be  permitted  without  change  or  altera- 
tion of  any  kind,  at  least  to  gi^e  a  fair  experiment  to 
the  system  now  in  operation — demanded  as  it  was  by 
the  acclamations  of  the  community,  and  granted  by 
you  in  consequence  of  those  acclamations  which  have 
hardly  yet  ceased  to  resound  through  your  halls. 

With  these  observations,  your  memorialists  most  res- 
pectfully remonstrate  against  the  passage  of  any  bill 
which  ma}'  change  the  existing  laws  for  the  relief  and 
employment  of  the  Poor  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the 
District  of  Southwark,  and  the  Townships  of  the  North- 
ern Liberties  and  Penn. 

By  oi-der  of  the  Boaid,    THOS.  P.  COPE,  Pres't. 
Attest,  GEO.HEYL, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  &c. 
Philadelphia,  Feb.  4th,  1829. 


:  WAYNE  COUNTY, 
We  have  been  favoured  by  Jacob  S.  Davis,  Esq. 
with  the  perusal  of  his  manuscript  "Sketches  of  Wayne 
County,"  and  been  permitted  to  make  such  extracts 
from  them  as  we  wished,  for  the  Register,  and  which 
we  now  present  These  Sketches,  when  printed,  will, 
we  presume,  be  highly  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Wayne  county  especially — and  be  also  very  useful  to 
the  holders  of  lands  in  that  county  resident  elsewhere — 
as  a  general  map  of  the  countj',  and  a  distinct  one  of  each 
township,  will  accompany  the  work,  showing  the  differ- 
ent divisions  of  lands  agreeably  to  warrants,  and  refer- 
ring by  notes  to  an  index,  which  also  will  be  published 
with  it,  in  which  are  exhibited  the  names  of  the  war- 
rantees and  present  holders,  and  the  quantity  of  land 
held  by  each  in  every  township  of  the  county.  There 
are  also  abstracts  of  acts  of  Assembly  relating  to  the 
lands, as  well  as'other  useful  infoi-niation  respecting  them 
and  other  local  regulations.  The  township  maps  were 
commenced  by  order  of  the  county  commissioners  in 
1825,  by  whom  Mr.  Davis  was  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  for  which  he  has  had  the  best  means  of  acquir- 
ing authentic  information,  the  county  documents  being 
in  his  pessessioii. 

WAYNE  COUNTY 
Is  bounded,  on  the  North,  by  the  State  line  between 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  in  latitude  42°  North, 
extending  along  this  Una  6  miles.  North-Eastwardly 
.   by  the  Western  shore  of  the  Delaware  river,  which 
is  also  a  boundary  line  of  New  York  to  the  lower  end 
;   of  the  Big  Eddy,  a  distance  of  30  miles  in  a  direct  line, 
;   but  45  by  the  meanderings  of  the  river.  The  remaining 
'  boundaries  are  within  this  State  viz — S.  E.  and  South  by 
Pike  Co. and  West  by  Luzerne  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
;   ties.  The  direct  lines  of  this  county  were  run  at  different 
.   periods  and  excepting  the  State,  line  without  regarding 
the  magnetic  variation;  the  bearings  are  therefore  not 
I   found  to  agree  with  the  respective  stated  courses.  The 
north  boundary  line  of  the  State  was  ascertained  and 

•  fixed  in  December  1774  by  David  Rittenhouse  on  the 
.  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Samuel  Hol'and  on  the  part 
j  of  New  York,  who  set  a  stone  in  a  small  Island  in  the 
I    western  or  Mohawk  bj'anch  of  the  Delaware  for  the  N. 

•  East  corner  of  Penns3'lvania  marked  with  the  letters  and 
;  figures  New  York  ir7'4  cut  an  the  north  side  and  the 
;  letters  and  figures  Lat.  42°  Var.  4°.  20'  cut  on  the  top 
.  of  said  stone;  and  in  a  direction  due  west  from  thence, 
;  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  collected  and  placed  a 
,  heap  of  stones  at  the  water  mark  &  proceedin  gfiirther 
;  west  four  perches,  planted  another  stons  in  the  said  line 
:  marked  with  the  letters  and  figures  PENNSYLVANIA 
r   1-at.  42°  Y'ariation  4°  20' cut  on  the  top.    The  rigour  of 

the  season  prevented  them  from  proceeding. 
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The  furthei-  prosecution  of  this  business  was  deferred 
until  1786  and  1787,  during'  which  years  the  line  was 
completed  by  Andrew  Ellicot,  on  tlie  part  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  James  Clinton  and  Simeon  Dewitt,  on  the  part 
of  N.  York.  The  western  line  of  tliis  county  was  run|in 
pursuance  of  an  act  passed  April  17, 1795.  The  division 
line  between  it  and  Pike  county  was  run  by  John  K. 
Woodward,  conformably  to  act  of  Assembly  of  Sept. 
:i814. 

The  AnEA  of  the  county  is  as  follows,  exclusive  of  an 
allowance  of  six  acres  per  cent,  for  roads,  viz. 


Scott  ...31211 

.     Preston  32689 

Bucking'ham  ...25570 

'    Manchester  ....27487 

Damascus  48349 

Lebanon  23409 

Mount  Pleasant  36003 

'    _      Canaan  46283 

.  Dyberry  34328 

.  ■  ..;    Berlin  31613 

.    '     Palmyra  31748 

■  '    ■     Salem  ...36790 

■  Sterling    .30949 


Total. . . .   436429  acres. 


TOPOG'R\VHY.  —  Uplund  and  3Iouniains.  The  sur- 
face of  the  county  of  Wayne  is  diversified  with  many 
inequalities;  comprising-  on  a  moderate  scale,  much  of 
that  variety  attributed  to  mountainous  regions.  The 
principal  features  of  tlvis  outline  are  a  continuous  upland, 
occupying  thejlargest  portion  of  the  surface — the  long 
narrow  vallies  by  wliich  this  upland  is  indented,  and 
a  few  incidental  eminences  to  wliich  only  tlie  distinction 
of  mountains  ought  to  be  applied.  The  general  eleva- 
tion of  the  upland  is  estimated  at  about  thirteen  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  level  of  tide  water. 

Moosic  mountain  rises  above  the  upland  in  this 
county  about  600  feet,  having  a  total  elevation  of  1910 
feet  above  tide.  Its  southern  extremity  is  in  Luzerne 
county,  whence  it  extends  in  a  direction  east  of  north, 
crossing  the  west  line  of  Wa3'ne  county  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, and  subsides  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  forming 
for  some  distance  a  barrier  between  this  and  the  adja- 
cent counties  on  the  west.  Beyond  tlie  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Moosic  rises  Moimt  Arrarat  which  reaches 
a  short  distance  into  Preston  townslilp,  and  is  about  of 
the  same  height  as  the  Moosic.  The  summits  of  these 
mountains  overlook  an  extent  of  country,  the  former  to 
the  east  the  latter  to  the  west,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach;  still  farther  north  and  between  the  head  waters  of 
Lackawanna  creek  is  the  Sugar  Loaf  mountain,  which  is 
comparatively  a  small  eminence.  Besides  these, 
there  are  some  eminences  of  minor  note,  only  a  few  of 
which  are  designated  by  particular  names. 

The  upland  with  its  appurtenant  vallies  affords  the 
greatest  and  most  interesting  variety  of  feature;  the  up- 
land being  broken  into  much  uneaviness  by  the  ramifi- 
cations of  tlie  valUes  and  the  gradual  subsidence  of  their 
bottoms,  fi  om  which  circumstances  much  of  the  moun- 
tain character  is  derived.  These  inequalities,  however, 
present  no  serious  obstacle  to  agricultural  operations: 
the  slopes  are  generally  gradual,  and  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, every  part  is  susceptible  of  cultivation.  ^ 

Valleys  and  IVaters. — The  -  valleys^are  the  peculiar 
drains  of  the  county;  each  valley  having  its  proper  chan- 
nel, into  which  the  waters  are  collected  from  the  conflu- 
ent springs  and  rivulets.  Lakes  are  found  in  every 
township  except  Sterling.  These  elegant  little  sheets  of 
water,  clear  as  chrystal,  comprise  from  50  to  300  acres 
each  in  extent,  and  contribute  much  to  the  natural  beau- 
ties of  the  landscape.  Their  outlets  form  some  of  the 
capital  streams  of  the  county.  At  fii-st  the  course  of  the 
waters  is  generally  rapid,  and  this  circumstance,  togeth- 
er with  the  favorable  slopes  of  the  banks,  affords  innu- 
merable situations  for  mills. 


From  the  northern  part  of  the  county  the  Susquehan- 
na river  receives  a  portion  of  its  waters,  by  the  Staruc- 
ca  and  Lackawanna  creeks,  which  have  their  sources 
within  the  space  of  a  few  rods  of  each  other,  in  Preston 
township,  and  thence  running  in  nearly  opposite  direc- 
tions, discharge  their  respective  vvaters  into  the  Susque- 
hanna, upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  apart.    The  heads 
of  Great  Equinunk  creek,  emptying  into  the  Delaware 
river  on  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  county;  and  of  the 
west  branch  of  Lackawaxen,  running  southward,  are  al- 
so in  the  same  vicinity.    In  wet  seasons  the  most  proxi- 
mate of  these  heads  unite  and  thus  form  a  complete  in- 
osculation or  super-union  of  the  Delaware  and  Susque- 
hanna waters.    The  Moosic  mountain,  rising  like  a  wall 
along  a  great  part  of  the  western  line  of  the  county,  de- 
termines the  waters  from  its  eastern  foot  to  the  Lacka- 
waxen river,  but  beyond  its  southern  extremity  the  wa- 
ters again  diverge  from  a  small  space.    The  Lackawan- 
na creek  again  receives  a  branch  froin  this  county, 
which  has  its  head  in  a  laurel  swamp;  and  nearby,  in  the 
same  swamp,  are  tlie  sources  of  the  Lehigh  river.  The 
Tobilianna  and  Wallenpaupac  creeks,  all  running  in 
diflTerent  directions,  to  the  Susquehanna,  Lehigh,  and  | 
the  Lackawaxen.      Delaware  river  bounds  the  north-  ij 
eastern  side  of  tho  county.    It  receives  from  Wajme 
county,  besides  the  Lackawaxen  river,  the  waters  of 
the  northern  end  of  the  county,  and  much  of  the  eastern 
waters,  amongst  which  the  Great  Equinunk  creek  is  a 
stream  of  some  magnitude.    There  is  much  alluvial  flat 
along  the  margin  of  this  river.     The  upland  declivity  is 
lofty,  bold,  and  sometimes  precipitous.      The  greater 
part  of  the  river  shore  in  Manchester  township,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Equinunk  creek  downwards,  is 
bound  by  lofty  perpendicular  rocks,  from  the  water's 
edge,  which  effectually  interrupts  a  direct  land  commu- 
nication along  the  river  for  that  distance.  Lackawaxen 
river  flows  through  the  middle  of  the  county,  in  a  deep 
valley,  which  no  where  exceeds  half  a  mile  in  breadth. 
It  unites  the  waters  of  the  greater  part  of  the  county, 
which  it  discharges  into  the  Delaware  river.     The  bot-  > 
tom  of  this  valley  is  for  the  most  part  an  alluvial  flat  of 
fertile  quality.    Its  princip.al  branches  are  the  Dyberry, 
which  it  receives  from  the  north,  flowing  through  a  val- 
ley similar  to  the  Lackawaxen  valley.  TheAVestBranchj 
which  is  considered  the  principal  branch  of  this  river,  | 
flows  through  a  similar  valley  and  unites  its  waters  with  [ 
the  Dyberry,  forming  together  the  true  Lackawaxen  I 
river.    The  Middle  creek  enters  the  LackaviJaxen  near  ' 
the  south-eastern  line  of  the  county;  it  is  a  stream  of  | 
considerable  magnitude,  but  its  channel  is  rocky,  audits  f 
course  very  rapid.      The  Wallenpaupac  creek  on  the  i' 
county  line,  is  a  considerable  br.anch  of  the  Lackawax- 
en, and  has  much  alluvial  flat  extending  almost  its  whole 
length.      It  has  a  high  cataract  near  to  its  mouth,  from  | 
which  cause  it  enters  the  Lackawaxen  with  much  vio»"  ' 
lence.  i 

The  head  of  rafting  navig.ation  in  the  West  Branch  is 
about  a  mile  from  its  mouth;  in  the  Dyberry,  about  four 
miles.  The  Middle  creek  is  too  much  obstructed  by 
rapids  to  admit  of  any  navigation;  and  the  Wallenpau- 
pac creek  affords  a  navigation  for  about  15  or  20  miles, 
when  it  is  interrupted  by  the  great  falls.  The  distance 
from  the  highest  navigable  point  in  the  Dyberry  to  the 
mouth  of  the  I^ackawaxeii  is  27  miles,  thence  to  Phila- 
delphia is  170  miles.  All  the  lakes  and  rivers  are  stock- 
ed with  fish,  amongst  which  are  trout,  suckers,  cat-fish, 
perch  and  eels. 

Wallenpaupac  Falls. — The  great  falls  of  the  Wallen- 
paupac are  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  a  notice. — 
From  the  head  of  the  Wallenpaupac  flats,  the  creeks, 
after  a  previous  rapid  course,  flows  in  a  sinuous  chan-  . 
nel  for  a  distance  of  15  miles  with  scarcely  any  sensible 
motion.  Arrived  at  the  head  of  the  fidls,  the  bed  of  the 
creek  appears  suddenly  depressed,  and  forms  a  chasm, 
into  which  the  water  pours  down  a  depth  of  near  70  feet, 
and  then  rushing  furiously  in  a  deep  rocky  channel,  is 
precipitated  over  three  successive  cataracts  within  a 
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-  distance  of  amile  and  an  half  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
producing- a  total  lall  in  that  distance,  of  one  hundred 

,  and  fifty  feet.  The  width  of  the  creek  above  the  falls 
is  seventy  feet.-  The  scite  of  4:he  upper  fall  is  improved 
by  two  saw-mills  and  a  grist-mill,  a  short  distance  above 

•  which  a  wooden  bridg-e  crosses^and  connects  the  route 
of  the  IVIilford  and  Owego  turnpike  road.  The  rema.ins 
of  Willsonville,  the  ancient  seat  of  justice  of  Wayne 
county  are  situated  near  this  place.  .  But  local  poli- 
cy has  transferred  the  scene  of  public  business  to  other 

.places,  and  the  creek  is  no^- the  commou'boundary  of 
Wayne  and  Tike  counties.  .  '  ' 

■'  Bm-ough  of  Bethan;/. — Betuajtt  is  the  seat  of  justice 
for  -Wayne  county.    It  is  situated  on  a  commanding  em-„ 
'  inence  which  declines  on  every  sid'e,  except  the  north, 
and  overlooks  the  adjncent  conntry  for  a  considerable 
distance.  It  contains  38  dweljing-houses,  a  court4iouse, 

.  a  fire-proof  building  for -the  public  offices,  a  Presbyteri- 
an church,  an  academy,  two  taverns,  four  stores,  a  post- 
office,  a, printing  office,  and  several  artizan's  and  me- 
chanics' establishments.  It  is 36  miles  from  Milford,  111 
from  New-York,  and  123  from  Philadelphia.  Bethany 
'was  incorporated  as  a  borough  by  act- of  AsSembly,.- 
March31,1821. 

HoxESDALE  i.";  situated  in  the  Lackawasen  valley,"at,, 
the  confluence  of  the  Dyberry  and  Lackawaxcn,  three 
miles  and  an  half  south-east  from  Bethany.  '  Two.years 
sago  the  scite  of  this  village  was  occupied  by  woods;  but- 
.since  the  commencement  of  active  operations  near  the' 
head  of  the  Lackawaxcn  canal,  and  on  the  rail-roarl^both 
of  which  terminate  near  this  place,  a  town  has  been  -laid 
font  on  the  spot,  and  now  contains  18  dwelling-houses,  4 

-  stores,  a  tavern,  a  posl-office,  and  the  offices  of  the-Del- 
■  a^vare  and  Hudson  Canal  Company. 

CENTliT:rii.i.E  is  siCualed  in  lilountpleasant  township, 
twelve,  miles  north-west  from  Bethany.  It  contains' 14 
'AweHirj^s,  two  taverns,  two  stores^  and  a  post-office.  A 
Presbyterian  church  is  building  in  this  villag-e. 

D.VMAscus  is  situated  near  the  Delawai-e  river,  sixteen 
miles  north-east  from  Bethany.  It  cpntains  8  dwellings, 
.a  Baptist  church,  a  tavern, 'a  store,  and  a  post-office. 

Clarksville  is  sitliafed  eight  miles  soufh-westfrom 
Bethany,  in  Canaan  town.sliip,  near  Ri.x's  Gap.  It  con- 
tains 7  dwellings,  two  taverns.,  two  stores,  and  a.  post- 
-office. 

Salem  Comers-  is  20  miles  south-west  from  Bethah};'. 
If  contains  7  dwellings,  two  taverns,  a  post-office,  and 
two"  stores.  "         .         .  _  . 

Bethany  GlaM  Factory  is  owned  and  occupied  by- 
Messrs.  Greele  and  Taatz — is  situated  a  mile  and  an 
half  from  Bethany.  '  Its  production  -  is  chiefly  window 
g'lass.  From  a  sta.temertt  'giveiji  by  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors, it  appears  that  its  annual  consumption  of  raw  ma- 
terials amounts  to  15,000  dollars;' annual  contingent  ex- 
penses3,000.  It  employs  40  menand  8bo3's,  at  aiian- 
-nu'al  expense  of  fOOO  dollars.  It  is  kept  in  operation  a- 
J)out  three-fourths  of  the  y.ear,  and  manufacUu-es  450,- 
000  feet  or  9,000  boxes  of  vvindow  gkiss,  annually,  val- 
ued at  3  dollars  per  box. 

Turnpike  Roads.  _  There  are  six  .turnpike  .roads., 
completed,  and  in  giood  condition.    The  Coshedon  anJt 

-  Great  Bend  Turnpike  Road,  commences  at  the  village 
of  Damascus,  on  Delaware  river,  at  the'  termination  .of 
the  turnpike  frOin '  Nevvburg-h  to  Coshecton.  At  thi."! 
place  there  is  Srsubstantial  bridge  across 'the  river,  550 
feet  in  leng-th;  thence  the  turnpike  passes  through  the 
townships  of  Damascus,  Lebanon,  and  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  extends  to  the  Great  Bend  of  Susquehanna.  Incor-" 

'    porated  March  29,  1804.  '  - 

Tlie  Milford  and  Owego  Turnpike  Road,  commences 
at  Milford  in  Pike  county,  and  enters  Wayne  county  at 
Willsonville,  whence  it  passes  through  the'townships  of 
Palmyra,  Dyben-y,  and  Canaan,  by  Clarksville,  lo  Rix's 
Gap,  and  extends  by  Montrose,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
to.  Owego,  tn  the  state  of  New,  York— incorporated  Jan. ' 
.26,  ISOr.  Tlie  Bethany  and  JJingeman's  choice  turn' 
pike  road,  commences  at  Centreyille  in  Mount  Pleasant 
Vol,  hi  18 


township,  and  extends  through  the  borough  of  Bethany 
and  the  townships  of  Dyberry  and  Palmyra,  to  its  inter- 
section vv-ith  the  Milford  and  Owego  Turnpike  in  Pike 
County.    Incorporated  April  2,  1811. 

The  Belmont  and  E.aston  Turnpike  Boad  commences 
at  Belmont,  in  Mount  Pl'easant- township,  and  passes 
through  the  townships  of  Cunaan,  Salem,  and  Sterling, 
to  the  south  line  of  Wayne  county,  and'thenceto  flie 
Easton  and  WilkesbaiTe  Turnpike,  in  Northampton 
county.    Incorporated  Mafch  13,  1812. 

-The  Belmont  and  Oghquaga  Turnpike  road,  com- 
mences at  Belmont,  and  extends  in  a  northwardly  direc- 
tion, crossing  the  west  line  of  the  County  in  Preston 
township,  and  thence  continues  in  a  direction  to  Ogh- 
quaga in  the  state  of  New  York.  Incorporated  Feb, 
26,  IBir.  ,  '  \ 

-The  Luze>rne  and  Wayne  County  Turnpdce  Road, 
commences  in  Ltizerne  county,  and  enters  into  Wayne, 
county  near  Salem  corners,  whence,  pass  ng  through 
Salem  and  Palmyra  lownships,'it  continues  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  Milford  and  Owego  Turnpike  in  Pike 
county,    Incorj>srated  Februaiy  24, 1820. 
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Canal  arid  Rail_  Road.  - ' 
The  Lackawaxen.Canal,'".const«icted'by  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  extends  fi-om  Honesdale 
down  by  the. eastern  and  northern  side  ,of  Lackawaxen 
river  to  its  mouth,  descending  371  feet  by  37  locks.— 
The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  is  connected,  with:  its 
lower. extremity,  aiid-extends  down  -tbe  eastern  side  of 
Delaware  river  to  Carpenter's  Point,  and  thence  to 
Kingston  on  the  Hudson  river-  The  Lackawaxen  Ca- 
nal is  20' feet  wide  at  bottom,  32  feet  at  top,  and  6  feet 
^eep,  The  boats  that  navigate  the  canal  are  70  feet 
long,  8  feet  7  to  8  Inches  wide,  and  carry  25  tons. 

From  Honesdale  a" rail  road  extends  up  the  valley  of 
the  west  branch  of  Lackawaxen;  and  crossing  the  rivet- 
near;  the  moLrth  of  Yannrba  brook,  it  continues  in  a 
western; direction  through  Canaan  township,  and  across 
tlte-Moosic  mountain  at  Rix's  Gap  to  Caroondale,  being' 
16  miles- in -length?  overcoming  an  elevation  and  de- 
scent of  1812.feet,  by  8  inclined  planes,  one  of  which, 
is  near'  the  mouth  of  Vanorba— -two  on  the  eastern 
and  fiv:e  on  tl(e.west ern  side  of  the  mountain.  At  the 
head  of  each  inclined  plane  is  erected  a  building,  con- 
t-afning  a  stationary  steam  engine,  for  the  pvu-pose  of  as- 
sisting-the  wag-ons'in  the  ascent  and  descent. 

Forcst,'ahd'itsproductions, 

■  The' greater  -part  of  Waj'ne  county  is  .yet  overshadow- 
ed by  its  native  forest.  The  countrymay  indeed  for  the 
most  part,  be  regarded  as  a- heavy  forest,  with  inter- 
spersed patches  of  clearing.  Looking  from  an  open 
eminence  over  the  tops  of  the  trees,  the  prospect  affords, 
a  variety  of  streaks  of  lighter  and  darker  shades;  which 
distinguish  tbe  deciduous  and  evergreens,  while  tb.e 
\indulating  appearanca  of  the. country,  under  the  eye, 
adds -much  to  the  effect  of  the  scene.  As  an  appendage 
to  .the  picture,  the  occasional  patches  of  clearing  appear 
in  the.distance  like  chasms  in  a  dense  surface  of  vege- 
table green. 

■  'Entering  the  woods  for  a  close  exa-imnation,  we  fi?id 
it  composed  of  tall  and  straight  trees  of  various  species, 


138 


WAYNE  COUNTY, 


[FuBlltlARt 


II 


not  g'enerally  intenning-led,  hut  rather  artang-ed  in  par- 
cels or  bodies  of  various  extent,  in  which  particular  spe- 
cies predominate.  "Wc  also  observe  the  brush  or  under- 
\s"ood  subject  to  a  corresponding-  variet}',  v/hile  rn  many 
instances  the  vi'oods  are  totally  clear  of  underwood  to 
an  extent  of  several  hundred  acres. 

The  southern  border  of  the  county  presents  a  differ- 
ent grade  of  variety;  The  principal  characters  already 
described  cease,  or  are  reversed,  and  the  forest  here  as- 
sumes botli  a  distinct  vegetation  and  peculiar  arrange- 
ment. The  ground  is  covered  witii  several  species  of 
.shrubs  and  underwood;  the  trees  appear  in  detached 
clumps,  or  in  groves  of  smrdl  extent,  consisting  chiefly 
of  pines,  hemlocks,  oaks,  and  cliesnut.  This  portion 
of  the  woods  is  termed  "open  woods,"  as  tiie  former  is 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  "Beech  woods," 

The  forest  affords  a  variety  of  wild  fruits,  among-  which 
are  cherries,  plums,  grapes,  gooseberries,  whor- 
tleberries, cranberries,  raspberries,  blackberries — 
shell  bark,  walnuts,  chesnnts,  butternuts,  and  beech 
nuts.  The  Sugar  Maple  abounds  in  the  Beech  Woods 
and  affords  a  delicacj  which  habit  has  translated  into  a 
necessary  of  life.  The  quantity  of  sugar  annually  ma- 
nufactured from  the  sap  of  this  tree  is  sufficient  to  ren- 
der this  county  independent  of  foreign  supplies,  and  a 
surplus  mig-ht  be  afforded  for  exportation.  Many  fami- 
lies manufacture  from  300  to  700  pounds  of  sugar  dur- 
ing the  season,  which  lasts  about  six  weeks',  in  the 
eai-ly  part  of  the  spring. 

Tlie  county,  indeed,  c'erlves  its  greatest  source  of 
wealth  from  the  forest.  The  open  woods  afford  white 
pine,  yellow  pine,  oak,  chesnut  and  hemlock.  The 
beech  woods  furnish  cherry,  whitewood,  white  pine, 
bass  wood,  black  and  white  ash,  curled  and  spotted 
maple,  beech  and  hemlock.  The  following  account 
of  the  lumber  rafted  on  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware 
rivers,  within  the  county  of  Way-ne,  was  collected  at  the 
several  rafting  places;  and  shews  the  description  and 
quantity  of  the  lumber  rafted  on  each  river  -with  the 
average  value  at  market  and  the.  amount  in  the  year. 
Description  Lackawax-  Delaware.  Average  Amount. 


of  Lumber. 

TVliiie  Pmc, 
Kound  logs 
Hewed  loffs 


Yellow  Pine, 
Round  logs 
Spars 
Hemlock, 
Round  logs 
Hewed  logs 
Sawed  lumber 
Cherry, 
Logs 

Sawed  lumber 
WIdie  Jlsk, 
Round  logs 
Sawed  lumber 
Oalf,  logs 
Sawed  Lumber 
Maple 

Poplar  orwhite~> 
Wuod  5 
£ass  wood 


en.  Feet. 


Feet 


value  per 
'  1000  ft 


480,000 
600,000 
282,000 

1,602.000 
927,000 

$8 
9 
9 

24,656,00 
5,400,00 
37,881,00 

220,000 
150,000 

-  - 

15 
15 

3,300,00 
2,250,00 

374,000 
497,000 
202,000 

49;000 
644,000 

5 
6 
6 

2-,!  15,00 
2,982,00 
5,076,00 

36,000 
347,000 

27,000 

14 
14. 

504,00 
5,236,00 

32,000 
229,000 
16,000 
14,000 
104,000 

19,000 
9,000 
33,000 

17,000 

12 
12 
10 
12 

20 

612,00 
2,856,00 

490,00 
■  168,00 
2,420,00 

83,000 

25 

2,075,00 

36,000 

20 

720,00 

Total  \  §98,741,00 
C  LIMATE  .^Wayne  County  partakes  of  that  variety 
of  climate  usu-ally  attiibuted  tf)  mountainous,  woody-re- 
gions in  this  latitude.  Frosts  have  been  known  to  set 
in  as  early  as  September,  and  to  continue  to  appear  as 
late  as  June;  but  this  is  not  common.  Except  extraor- 
dinary.,seasons,  the  months  of  December,  January,  Feb- 
ruary and  March  never  pass  without  deep  snow;  and 
sometimes  part  of  the  months  of  No\ ember  and  April 
are  included.    It  is  remarked,  that  on  the  uplands  the 


cold  does  not  make  that  Impression  which  it  makes  in 
the  vallies;  vegetation  tlicre  is  both  earlier,  and  much 
more  secure  from  frost.    Winter  may  be  said  to  com- 
mence about  the  middle  of  December,  and  to  terminate 
about  the  last  of  March;  but  its  greatest  rigours  are  ex- 
perienced during  the  month  of  February.    About  the  . 
beginning  or  to-ffards  the  middle  of  April  there  is  usual- 
ly a  week  or  ten  days  of  warm  pleasant  we  ather,  at 
which  time  the  snow  remaining  in  the  woods  dissolves 
rapidly  and  creates  the  spring  freshets.    This  is,  there- 
fore,,the  busy  season  with  rafts  men.    There  is  usually 
much  rainy  weather  with  occasional  sleet,  from  the  end 
of  this  period  until  the  middle  of  May,  about  whicb 
time  the  trees  begin  to  put  forth  their  leaves,  and  the 
woods  soon  assume  a  green  livery.    The  weather  con- 
tinues variable  but  warm,  until  towards  the  end  of  June, 
Grass  is  cut  about  the  middle  of  July,  and  winter  grain 
towards -the  last  of  August.  In  July  there  is  much  south- 
erly wind  with  occasional  thunder  showers.  The  montli 
of  August  is  the  most  sultry  of  the  whole  year?  and  it  is- 
not  unusual  to  have  a  drougiit  of  two  or  three  weeks 
during  this  month,  which  is  succeeded  by  occasional 
showers,  accompanied  sometimes  with  thunder.  Ire 
September  the' weather  is  variable  with  much  rain  to- 
wards the  latter  part  of  the  morith.    Buck-wheat  anci 
Indian  corn  are  ripe  about  the  middle  of  ('ctober.  The 
leaves  of  the  trees  suffer  from  the  frosts  and  tlie  forest 
is  stripped  of  its  foliage  about  the  last  of  October.  The 
weather  continues  variable,  with  occasional  cold  snaps, 
and  winter  fires  are  lighted  about  the  beginning  of  De- 
cemb-er. 

Geology. — The  geological  formation  of  Wayne  county 
is  transition.  Its  stratified  rocks  consist  of  brown  ar- 
gillaceous slate,  grey  wacke,  grey  wacke  slate^  and 
limestone,  which  alternate  with  each  other.  The  Moo- 
sic  mountain  is  composed  of  conglomerate  or  pudding 
stone,  resting  on  grey  wacke,  and  containing-  beds  of 
amygdaloid.  A  bed  of  clay  slate.occurs  near  the  mouth 
of  Cauley  brook  in  Dyberry  township,  interposed  be- 
tween strata  of  grey  wacke  slate.  This  rock  also  oc- 
curs on  the  western  side  of  the  Moosic  mountain  neay 
the  Belmont  coal  mine.  The  brown  slate  is  the  transi- 
tion clay  slate  or  argillite  of  geologists.  It  readily  splits 
into  thin  plates,  which  exhibit  glimmering-  scales  of  mi- 
ca on  their  surface.  '  lis  color  is  usually  brown,  by  ox- 
yde  of  iron,  being  highly  ferruginous,  it  however,  some- 
times of  a  greyish  color.  Clay  slate  is  of  the  variety  cal- 
led shining  argillite.  It  is  of  a  fine  texture;  its  fracture 
is  rather  splintery  than  slaty,  and  exhibits  a  glassy  lus- 
tre; it^  color  is  a  smoke  grey  or  clove  color;  it  is  used 
for  whet  stones,  for  which  it  is  well  adapted. 

Grey  wacke  and  grey  wacke  slate  are  in  fact  varieties 
of  the  same  species,  referred  to  same  stone — the  essen- 
tial difference  between  these  varieties  consists  merely 
in  the  relative  proportions  of  their  constituent  parts. 
Grey  wacke  is  comprised  of  angular  grains  orfragments, 
chiefly  of  quartz  and  felspar,  united  by  an  indurated  ar- 
gillaceous cement.  Grey  vi^acke  slate  is  composed  of 
the  same  substances:  but  the  grains  are  so  minute  that 
they  are  scarcely  visible  by  the  eye;  and  the  mass  ap- 
pears nearly  homogenous;  the  color  is  a  blueish  grey, 
sometimes  a  smoke  grey  and  the  fracture  is  glimmering 
frora  interspersed  particles  of  mica. 

Amygdaloid  hasa  basis  similar  to  grey  wacke  in  which 
are  imbedded  fragments  of  a  spheroidal  or  oval  form,  of 
various  sizes,  from  that  of  a  pea  to  that  of  an  egg.  The 
base  is  subject  to  decomposition,  leaving  the  nodules  to 
project  above  the  surface  and  finally  to  drop  out. 

Conglomerate  is  also  an  aggregate  or  sand  stone.  It 
is  composed  of  siliceous  pebbles  of  various  forms;  gene- 
rally rounded,  united  by  a  cement.  It  is  frequently  em- 
ployed for  mill-stones,  and  is  said  to  be  nearly  equal  in 
quality  to  the  burr.  It  contains  veins  of  sulphuret  of 
iron,  feldspar  and  qu.irtz.  '' 

The  limestone  is  of  a  compact  texture  sind  uneven 
fracture,  and  sometimes  slaty.  It  sometimes  contains  for- 
eig-n  rnatters  imbedded  in  its  substance.     It  is  fusible  at 
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a  white  heat  into  a  black  g'lass  which  denotes  the  pre- 
sence of  much  svliceoiis  matter. 

The  strata  of  brown  slate  and  g're}'  wacke  most  fre- 
quentlj'  alternate,  -and  are  of  considerable  thickness  and 
extent,  declining;  from  the  liorizon  at  an  angle  bf  tliirty 
d.^g'recs,  and  sometimes  moi'e.  It  is  frequently,  the  case, 
that  the  recession  of  the  several  strata  over  each  other 
form  successive  ridg-es,  which  seem  to  ris^  beliind  each 
other  like  steps  to  the  summit  of  the  upland.  Thus,  as- 
cending from  Dyberry  flat  towards  Bethany,  the  first 
ridge  crossed  by  the  turnpike  is  brown  slate,  dipping  to- 
wards the  north-west.  This  is  succeeded  by  a  small  stra- 
tum of  limestone  near  the  south  line  of  the  Borough. 
The  Bethany  ridge  rising  next  is  grey  wacke  slate,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  limestone,  cros- 
sing the  pviblic  square  diagonally  towards  the  north. 
The  ridge  south  west  from  Bethany  is  brown  slate  and 
grey  wacke  in  alternate  strata.  Beyond  the  west  branch 
of  Bethany  brook,  grey  wacke  and  brown  slate  in  strata 
from  ten  to  an  hundred  feet  thick,  alternate,  with  occa- 
sional small  strata  ofnmestone,dippingalso  to  the  north- 
west. 

Jlntliradte,  SJc. — In  connection  with  the  subject  of 
■  the  geology  of  Wayne  county,  it  may  be  proper  to  intro- 
duce the  follov/ing  notices  collected  from  various  sour- 
ces, of  the  minerals  lying  near  its  western  line;tliough,for 
the  most  part,  without  its  boundaries;  as  these  are  alrea- 
dy of  some  importance  in  their  relations  to  this  cr)unty. 
The  western  side  of  Moosic  mountain  contains  aa  exten- 
sive Anthracite  formation,  along  the  valley  of  the  Lack- 
awanna creek.  This  anthracite  is  of  the  columnar  and 
slaty  varieties;  the  former  being  the  most  abundant. — 


These  are  said  to  be  among  the  purest  of  all  varieties  of 
fuel:  they  contain  90  per  cent,  of  carbon,  there  being 
but  from  3  to  5  per  cent,  of  incombustible  matter,  the 
rest  being  water.  * 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  company  have  com- 
menced operations  on  an  extensive  scale,  for  the  trans- 
portation of anthi-acite  to  New-Yoi-k  market,  at  Carbon- 
dale,  which  is  situated  within  the  limits  of  Luzerne 
county.  Prom  this  place  a  railway  extends  to  Hones- 
dale,  in  Dyberry  township,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles 
and  a  quarter.  A  canal  extends  from  Honesdale  to  the 
mouth  of  Lackawaxen  river:  and  thence  to  King-ston  on 
the  Hudson  river.  'I'liese  works  are  nearly  completed. 
The  Belmont  coal  mine  is  situated  in  the  same  valley, 
about  seven  miles  above  Caibondale.  In  its  vicinit)'  is 
found  clay  iron  stone,  in  nodules  and  amorphous  mas- 
ses. Some  of  these  nodules  exhibit  only  a  shell  filled 
with  a  dark  blueish  liquid,  of  the  consistence  of  paint; 
or  with  a  compact  substance  of  the  same  color,  of  dilfer- 
entdegrees  of  hardness,  but  always  capable  of  being  cut 
with  a  knife.  A  specimen  of  this  ore  yielded  33  per  cent, 
of  metallic  iron. 

A  company  was  incorporated  by  the  Leg-Islature  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  tlie  winter  of  1825-6,  for  constructing 
a  rail-wa}'  from  the  Belmont  mine  to  the  Susquehanna 
river.  The  company  Is  empowered  to  hold  2000  acres 
of  coal  !and,for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  coal  trade. 
It  lias  also  the  privilege  of  engaging  in  the  manufacture 
of  iron,  &c. 


*For  a  description  of  this  coal  region, .  see  observa- 
tions by  David  Scott,  Esq.  Register,  vol.  3,  page  18.  [Ed. 
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INTEKNAIi  IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 

Report  communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
.  February  \9th,  1829. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, — In  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  passed  the  1st  day  of  April,  1826,  entitled, 
"An  act  establishing  an  Internal  Improvement  Fund," 
the  Commissioners  of  said  fund, 

llEPOnT: 


That  the  accompanying  statement  exhibits  the  state  of 
the  fund  from  the  6th  day  of  February,  1838,  to  the  7th 
February,  1829,  inclusive,  by  which  statement  it  ap- 
pears that  after  paying  all  sums  directed  by  law  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund,  their  re- 
mained on  the  7th  day  of  February  1829,  a  balance  of 
26,744  dollars,  and  19  cents. 

.  It  also  appears  by  the  accompanying'  estimate  of  the 
probable  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  current 
year,  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  money  belonging 
to  the  fund  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1830,  to  meet 
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1  he  payment  of  interests  tlTie  on  that  da}'  on  loans,  of  53,- 
880  dollars.  Agreeably  to  the  estimate  made  by  th'e  Au- 
ditor Geneisal  of  the  pfobablej-eceipts  and  expenditures 
at  the  treasury  of  the  commonwealth,  from  the  1st  De- 
cember 182S,"to  the  30th  November  1829,  under  exist- 
ing- law.'',  there  Avitl  be  a  balance  in  the  State  treasury  on 
theSUth  of  November  1829,  of  145,515  dollars  46  cents. 
?hould  lhe  legislature  direet  the  transfer^  from  the  bal- 
ance in  the  treasury  on  the  SOtli  of  fCoveinber  next^  to 
th®  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  of  a  STivji  su/flcient  to 
make  up  the  estimated  dencienc-v  in  that  fund  on  tlie 
1st  day  of  February  next,  there  Would  still  remaiji  in  the 
trcMsui'y  a  sufficiency  of  money,  to  meet  the  demands  up- 
on it  under  existing-  huvs. '  Ali  which.is  respectfully  sub- 
iRiitud.  .         •  C.  BLYTHE, 

■  DAVID  MANN, 

•     February  18th,  18?9.  -       ■     ALEX.  MAIMN. 
STATTiT.tE^T^of  the  Teceipts  and  payments  bythe  com- 
missioners of  the  Internal  Improvement  Furjd,  from  the 
6th  day  of  Febi-uaiy  1828,  to  the  T^th  day  of  February, 
1829,  inclusive.  DR.  '  ^  , 

To  amount  received  from  the  Statc-Treas-     .  '  'r-  -    .  . 

urer  for  the  construction  of  the  Penn-'       -  " 
'  --si'lvania  canal  per  act  of  the  24th-Maa-Gh  ' 

■  1828  ■  -  -  .  ■  -  .  g2,0G0iG00,00 
To  amount  received  from  do.,   tiie  pi-o- 

ceeds  of  the  temporarj' loan  per-act  of  '  ' 

14th  April,  1828    -         -'         -  490,000,00 

To  amount  received  from  'dn.  advanced  • 
out  of  State  Ti'easury  oji  the  l^th  and        .  ■  . 
30th  April,  1828.  ]ierl4tIVsection  t)f the 
act  of  24th  of  March  , 4828     ■    .  -  150,000,00 

To  ;">niount  received  fro'm  do!  the  proceeds 
of  the  tenjporary  loan  per  act  of  iStJi 
December,  1828    -  -  -         --  225,000,00 

To  amount  Teceived  from  do.  part  of  the- 

permanant  loan  per  act  of  18th  D.eoeTTt-         '  • 
ber,  1828        _  -  .-  -  ' 34-%166,67 

To  amount  received  from  do.  advanced 

out  of  the- State  Treasury,  on  tlie  20th       '   . 

,   December,  1828,  and  the  13th  and.  16th         ■  •  ?  ■ 
January,1829,  per  3d  section  of  the  act 
of  the  of  irth  December,  1828      '  ■ 


200,t)00,00 
$-3,40r,166,6r 


To  arnount  received  from  escheats 
Collateral  Inheritances 
Dividends  on  bridge  &:  turnpike  stock  . 
Auction  duties  ,      ■  - 
,  Amount  transferred  into  the  fund,being  ■ 
■i      the  slim  paid  Engineers  and  Secre-  ' 
: '  ■  tary  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commis- 
i       sioners  per  act  of  16th     pril,,  1827, 
and  refunded  per  act  of  24th  March, 
182«  -  -  .  - 

To  which  add  balance  in  fund,  on  the- 6th 
FebTuary,  .1828 


101,45 
5,993,41 
17,965,00 
80,000,00 


■  5,990,00 
26,859,24 


136,909,10 


§3,544,075,77 


CR.  •  ====== 

By  amount  paiil  to  the  Treasurer  of  tlie 

Board  of  Canal  Cortmissioners,  per  act 

of  the  24th  March,  1828  -  $2,000,000,00 

By  amount  repaid  to  the  several  Banks, 

which  advanced  the  temporary  loaji  per 

act  of  the  14th  April,  1828  -  490,000,00 

By  amount  repaid  into  the  StateTreasury 

per  act  of  the  24th  March,  1828  150,000,00 
By  amount  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
-  Board  of  Can-d  Commissioners,  per  act 

(Ofthe  18th  December,  1828  -  567,166^67 

By  amount  paid  to  do.  advanced  out  of     '      .    -..  - 

the  State  Treasury  per  act  of  18th  De-  .  -  •  -. 
member,  182,9'  -  200,000,00 


1828  July  12.  Paid  interest -oiv  th'e  tempo,-' 
rary  lo;in  per  act  of  14th  April,  1828  ■ 

Aug.  1st.  Paid  interest  en  loan  of  1826 

•    •.-  ■  loan  of  1827 

"        lean  of  1828 
Paid  Alonzo.LlvclTnore,  Engineer  on  th-e' 
Vfestern  Division  Pennsylvania-  Cansl, 
one  quarter's  salary 

1829  February  .2d:.  Paid  interest  on  loan 
■   of  1S26    •  .      :   .  .  - 

.  .  •  •  -  '-■  s -loan  of  1827 
.  .  loan  of  1828 
To  which-add  Balan-ce  in  thC  fund  ort  7tli 
February,  1829,  .  ,  i--^""^  -y,;-']- 


3,584,09 
7,500,00 
25,000,00' 
2,627,78 


365,00 

,     7-,  500, 00 
^  25,000,00 
3-8,588,04 

.-.-26,744,19 

136,909,10 


'3,544,073,77 

,   EsTi3i,\TE  of  th-e'probable  receipts  and  payments  by 
the  .commissione'i-s  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund 
from- 7th  February,  1829,  to  1st  February',  1830. 
'  ^  DR. 

Premiums  on  loans- of  1826  and  1827  ^58,375,00 
Auction  duties  "  80,000,00 
Dividends  on  bridge  &  turnpike  stock  20,000,00 
Collateral  Inheritances  15,000,00 
Escheats  500,00 
To  vi'liich  add-balaii-ice  in  the  fund  7th  Feb- 
ruary, 1839  26,744,19 
Probable  de-ficiencv.of  the  fund  February 

1st  1830    '        '         -  53,880,81 


CR. 

Intei-est  oh  loan  of  1826 

loan  of  1827    -  •- 
loan  of  24th  March.  1828 
loan'of  18th  December,  1-828 
teiT>porary  loan  of  do. 

loan  for  1829   -  .  - 


§254,500,00 


-  :  15,000,00 
;  -.  -50,000,00 
100,000,00 
-  37,000,00 
,  ,-■  4,500,00'. 
■  ■  48,000,00 

§254,500,00 


5,407,166,67 


REPORT  OF  THE  FEMAIE  HOSPITABI^E 
SOCIETY,  FOR  1838. 

At  the  Twentieth  Amiual  Meeting  of  the  Female  Hos- 
'  pitable  Society,  November  5,  1828,  at  No.  5  Apple- 
Tree  Alley,  Philadelphia,  the  following  Address  and 
Report  from  the  Managers  were  read-,  and  the  same 
-ivere  approved,  and  directed  to  be  published  for  the 
information  of  .Subscriber.s,  and  the  use  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

Ladies— Since  we  liad  the  pleasure  of  making  you  a 
statement  of  our  proceedings,  another  year  has  gone 
by,  and- mingled  with  those  periods  of  time  w  hich  can 
never  return.  It  is  with  sentiments  of  continued  thank- 
fulness to  that  wise  and  good  Being  who.se  merciful  Pro- 
vidence over  us  has  "  neither  glumbered  nor  .slept,"  that 
we  have  been  spared  to  present  you  once  more  the  an- 
nual account  of  our  stewardship. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  amount  of  expenditure,  that  we 
cannot  congratulate  you  on  any  increase  of  the  funds. 
But  your  managers  take  leave  to  say,  they  have  been 
particular  in  selecting  cases  of  the  most  distress,  and 
have  husbanded  outthelrsmallmeans  to  their  best  judg- 
ment, and  with  a  view  to  the  most  use;  but  after  all 
they  were  able  to  do,  numerous  very  deserving  and 
needy  cases  remain  unassisted  and  unnoticed.  It  may 
be  asked,  why  is  this  so.'  We  can  but  answer  according 
to  our  experience:  and  first,  we  believe  much  of  the  dis- 
tress felt  by  many  who  come  under  oiu-  notice,  arises 
out  of  an  alteration  in  the  poor  laws,  which  goes  to  cut 
off  any  allowance  to  out-door  applicants.    This  breaks 
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up  many  a  decent  poor  family,  nnd  has  a  most  demoral- 
ising effect  on  that  class  of  sociely;  for  many  a  poor  W'i- 
d'jw,  with  helpless  cliildren, ,  sometimes  grand-chil- 
dren, could  get  along  with  the  help'  of  37^  or  50 
cents  per  week  fi-onr  the  GuSrdians,  whcJ  new  is  com- 
pelled either  to  suffer  av  go  into  the  Alms-house;  and  it 
is  well  knTiwQ  to  those!  acquainted  with  legal  estabhsh- 
xnents-for  the-poor,that  thii/  vjJiocan  enter  them  become 
paupers for'lifei  there  is  no  return  to  the" ^standing  in 
society  which  tliey  lose.by  so  doing; "for  they  afe  sub-- 
Jected  to  theiowe'st  m'pral  cuntamiiTtition,  and  are  airval- 
\amated  with  every  grade  of  vice  ;.-even  the  right  of 
Suffrage  is  takei>frorn"the  men.  Thus,  all_  that  indepen- 
dence of  feeling  and  acting'is  lost,  which  ls  so  necessary 
".o  constitute  a  virhiqus  and  industrious  citizen.  When, 
on-  the  other  hand,- had'a.little.tiniely  assistance  been 
given  them,  they- wduM  soon  have  been- able  to  help 
ihemselves.  .  Thus,  much  soi  row  to  the  suffering  par- 
lies might  hav.e  been.spared,  and  a  beriefit  -confeirred  on 
the  commujiity.      '  ■  ■  . ' 

Another  cause  also  is  the  low  price  of.wpnien'stvages. 
'This institution  has,  generally,  since  they'ear.l823,gi'v-en 
18|  cents  for  making'  a  shirt;  before  that  time  it  gave 
'  more;  when  the  low  price  was -first-adopted,  3'oui'  mana^ 
■gers  protested  against  it;  the  result  lias x;pnfii'med  their 
■vvorst  fears — for  how  can  any  thing  be  laid  up'Ly  the 
poor  for  a  time  of  sickness  out  of  12  J  cents  for  making- 
.a  shirt,  even  if  they  could  get  constant  work  Jo  do;,  Und 
the  most  expert  worker  we  ever  knew  cpuld.not  make 
more  than  twelve  per  week,  and  she  gave. her  whole 
lime  to  it  ?  Does  not  this  fact  speak  for  itself? .  What  is 
to  become  of.  her  children  whilst  the  motherlis  thus, 
forced  to  labour?  One  who, had  seven  to  provide,  for, 
told  your  Maiiagers  she  slept  but  three  hours  out  orthe 
twenty-four,  and  her  health  v/as  sinking  under  such  in- 
cessant application.  It  has  been, saicf  they  do  not  com- 
plain! ^Vhat  alternative  have  they?  _  Their  necessities 
compel  them  to  submit — there  is  no  choice: — thaforthe 
Alms-house.  Surely  this  is  treading  under  foot  all  the 
tender  charities  of  our  j-iature,.  and  ,oppres.sii-tg  the  poor 
-  in  the -ivoj'st  way — the  way  of  iiyustice.  But,  in 'a  state- 
ment 'like  this,  it  is  not  pbssible  to  give  any  adequate 
view  of  the  case: — your  Managers' ,  know  these  thing-s 
ti'oro  actual  investigation;  but  the  secluded,  the  wealthy, 
the  fashionable  part  of  the  world,  have--no  idea  of  the 
miseries  and  the  difficultiis  of  the  ])oor;  and  it  is  only  ■ 
by  going  to  their  places  of  abode,  hearmg  and  observ- 
ing- for  one's  self  that  any  true  judgment  can  be  formed 
of  what  they  cn'dure;  and  it  is  witli  pain  we  state,  that 
we  are  often  compelled  to  hear  said  to  us,,  when  solicit- 
ing aid  on  tl-^eir  account,  O!  j'ou  encoura^-e  them  to  de- 
pend too  much  on  societies — you  make  poor — they  are' 
lazy — they -will  not  lay  up  any  thing — they  are  impro- 
vident. Alas!  how  little  do  our  accusers  know  of  the 
real  truth.  Theory,  when  it  leads  to  good  practices  is 
praise  worthy;  but  when  It  interi-upts  the  cotirse  of  mer-' 
cy  to  our  poorer  brethren,  it.  is  hurtful  to  society,  and 
ought  not  to  be  valued  for  more  than  it  is  worth.  Be- 
siiles,-  it  should  be  remembered  that  hundreds  of  ready 
made  poor  come  every  season  foi-  refuge  to  our  more  fa- 
vored country:  an  insensibility  to  their  wants  -tt'ould  de- 
stroy that  spirit  of  kindness  we  are  commanded  to  have 
iov  the  "stranger  ^vlthin  our  gates;"  and  as  an  impres- 
. «ion  iirevails  in  many  well  disposed  minds,  who  have 
wealth  to  bestow,  that  societies  increase  the  poor,  we 
.could  wish  that  these  facts  were  more  generally  reflect- 
ed upon.  They  would  place  the  subject  in  the  right 
light,  and  be  a  means  of  showing  that  more  benefit  is 
conferred  OQ.the  individual,  by  relief  or  work  at  their 
own  homes,  when  their  other  means  fail,  than  in  any 
other  form;  and-thatso  far  from  Institutions  like  ours  be- 
ing sources  of  useless  e-xpenditure,  they  are  really  se- 
minaries of  .economy,  and  save  hundreds  of  dollars  to 
the  public  every  year,  to  say  nothing  of  any  other  kind 
of  good  they  do  towards  the_preservatIon  of  morals — 
the  causing-  of  the  widow's  heart  to  slngforjoy — keep- 
ing up  the  sejf-respect  of  the  poor,  that  palladium  of, 
their  virtues — confirming' theiv  industrious  habits,  as  ne- 


cessary In  a  well  ordefe'd  co-mmaiiity  as  the  wealth  of  the 
rich.  But  we  would  not  presume  to  pasj-judgnient  on 
public  feeling  o^-  opinion;  yet  we  feel  it  our  duly  to  state 
truth,  Ihel-eby  advocating  that  princijde  which  teaches 
us  to  do-to  others  what  we  sl'iould  like  them  to  do  to  us 
under  the  sarne  circumstances,  believing-  that  'the  mer- 
ciful shall. obtain  mercy."    -  . 

The  Visitei-s  of  the  Sick,  are  also  happy  to  state  to 
3'ou,  that  they  have  "been  strengthened  by  the  power 
which  is  frbm  above,  to  progress  still  further  during  the 
past  j'eivr  in  the  way  of  their  duty,  and  although  their 
hijjours  have,  in  many  Instances,  b-een  arduous,  yet  the 
end  has  been  for  good.  Thii has -encouraged  them  to 
persevere  througlrmany  trying  scenes.  And  they  again 
would  affectionately  recommend  the  frequent  visiting 
of  the  sick;  and -hope,  so  long  astliis  institution  remjilris, 
-it  '\vill.  never  be  .neglected,  but  always  have  its  full 
'-weight,  amongst  tiff.  -The  high  (ibligati()i-i  of  this  duty 
has  so  deeply  impressed  our  minds,-  tliat  we  anxiously 
desire  that  it  may  not  be  forgotten  when  we  are  gone, 
and  that  oiir  experience  of  its  Inv'aliiable  benefits  to  the 
afflicted  may  incite  others  to  continue  this  portiori  of 
usetuli-iess  in  time  to  coitie.  , 

The  consola-tion, which  flows  from  the  right  in>prove- 
raent  of  it,  istiot  to  be  told  in  a  few  woi'ds;  for  the  beds 
of  the  sick -and -the  dying  teach  lessons  of  wisdom  to 
the  human-' heart,  which  cannot  be  learned  any  where 
el?e-r-tliere- -the  hopes,  the  joys  of  the  rich — the  fears, 
the  cares  of  the  pn'or,-  are  as  one — there  the  burnish 
which  heidth  glvres  to  the  things  of  time,  v^nishes^ — 
■there  only  can  we  justly  estimate  this  worlds  and  there 
aloi-ie  cai-i  w,e  truly.know  ourselves.  If  has  a  tendency 
-to  draw  together  the  scattered  afi'ections  of  the  soul,  to 
elevate  and  fix  them  on ■thiit'Trom  which  true  comlbrt 
only  can  be  expected.-  If  obliterates  useless  distinctions, 
making  us-all-eqnal  in  that  sense  which  sa3's  "  the  rich 
and  the- pom-  meet  together,  and  the  Lord  js  the  Maker 
of  them  all." 

It  o\-\\y  now  remains  for  your  Managers  to  hope,  that 
we  may  not  be  discom-aged  by  the  pressing  calls  which 
are  dallyn-nade  on  tis,  although  our  funds  are  altogether 
insufficieiTt  "to  meet  those  dei-nands;  yet  let  us  do  what 
we  can.  We  have  heretofore  experienced  many  signal 
pi-ovidcnces  in  favour  of  our  poor;  let  our  faitli  fail  not; 
the  .same  power  wliTch  hath  hitherto  supported  our 
small  endeavours  still  prevalleth,  and  it  can  again  aid 
us;'the  hearts  of  all  men  are  in  the  hand  of  one  who  has 
comrnandcd  us  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves;  and 
this  ii-ijunction  he  shows'us  is  best  oljeyed  by  ministering- 
of  men's- abundance  to  tlie  destitute,  the  sick  and  af- 
flicted, the  ag-ed  and  infirm. 

Yonr  Managei-s  also  desire  to  express  to  you  the  gra- 
titude they  feel  to  the  Editors  of  this  city;  they  have 
jnibiished-forthe  Society, graiLiitous/i/,_  to  the  amount  of 
many  dollars,  and  we-  can  but  wish  them  payment  from 
a  trcasury  wbich  is  never  empty. 

Now  let  us  rise  up  with  one  heart  and  one  mind  to 
return  to  our  allotted' labours,  and  unite  in  intercedii-ig 
that  a  blessing-  from  above  may  follow  our  exertions. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Vau-  Pelt,  Ti^asures«,  in  Account 
Current  with  Mrs,.  Mart  A.  SntjujeRj  Governess  of  the 
l-'emale  Hospitable  Society,   ;.  ■         -.  -t'^irx 

mi.  '  '"^  "' '.'  "  '. 

From  Nov.  1,  1827,  to  Nov.  5,  1828. 
To  cash  paid  for  the  licllef  and  Employment 

of  the  Poor  -  -  .  -  .  -  -  $'339  37 
To  Stock  made  up  ill  Work     -       -       r  37  00 


Total 


CR. 


.  From  Nov.  1,  1827,  to  Nov.  5,  1828, 
By  cash- per  order  on  the  Treasuress 
By  witerest  on  the  United  States  Bank  Stock 
By  two  otlier  Shares  bought  with  the  remain- 
der, of  B.  R.  Cheever's  legacy. 

Total,  (errors  excepted,) 


376  37 


S337  36 
39  00 

244  00 

§630  36 
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MAGDALEN  SDC1ET\\ 


[pEBTfCTAIl* 


Persons  relieved  by  Managei-s  and  Visiters  350 
Persons  employed  -  -  .  .  .  73 
Pounds  of  Bread  distributed  »^  »  -  3300 
Garments  to  aged  and  infirm  persons  -  -  310 
Subscriptions  and  donations  received  by  the  Treasu- 
ress,  Mrs.  li.  Van  Pelt,  North  East  corner  of  Spruce  and 
Fourth  streets;  also  at  the  Spinning  Wheel,  No.  5  Apple 
Tree  Alle}',  where  the  Society  has  for  sale  shirts  and 
comfortables,  made  by  tlie  poor.  References  will  also 
be  given  to  any  one  wishing  to  have  work  done  by  ap- 
plying at  the  room  as  above. 

MAltGARET  SILVER,  Secretary.  , 


TO  THE  MAiGBALE-N  SOCIETY 

OF  pUILADlilPUIA. 

■  The  approacli  of  this  anniversary  lias  reminded  your 
Managers  of  a  duty  which  devolves  upon  them,  to  ren- 
der to  the  Society  and  its  friends,  a  brief  account,  of  their 
proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

They  Avould  acknowledge  with  fervent  gratitude  the 
goodness  of  that  Providence  which  has  enabled  them 
to  continue  thus  far,  almoners  of  this  bounty,  and  melio- 
rate, in  some  degree,  the  condition  of  a  m.ost  unhappy 
class  of  our  fellow  creatures. 

The  degree  of  success  may  appear  but  tittle,  when 
compared  with  the  extent  of  the  evil  which  we  are  en- 
deavouring to  remedy,  but  even  this  small  comparative 
good,  is  great  when  considered  in  itself. 

With  ampler  means  much  more  might  have  been 
done.  We  are  not,  however,  to  despise  tlie  day  of  small 
things;  but  in  all  such  undertakings,  every  degree  of 
success  should  encourage,  and  the  wide  extent  of  the 
remaining-  evil  should  urge  us.  forward. — -At  the  close 
of  the  last  year,  eleven  Magdalcns  were  in  the  Asylum, 
since  that  time  14  others  have  been  admitted  irtlo  the 
family,  making  the  whole  number  25.    Of  these 
There  lias  been  placed  at  service,  3 
1  -     Reconciled  to  their  parents,  2 
';■        Discharged  at  her  own  request,  1 
,.  -■        Discharged  for  improper  conduct,  6 
- .        Left  without  permission,  5 

Left  for  Medical  aid,  -    .  1  , 

Remaining  this  day,      -  7 — 25 

The  expenses  of  the  year,  as  appears  by  the  orders 
of  the  Managers,  have  amounted  to  #1068  16,  the  items 
of  which  are  as  follows: — 

Provisions,       -  ,         -  -  $406  77 

Clothing,      •    ■     -■       :  ^  -       67  69 

-     Salaries,  -  '/  ■      -  -297  00 

Pvepairs,  -  '  .  .  ■  ^  ■  ■-  130  11 
Taxes,  .        :  .  .  17  33 

Fuel,  .  .'  -    69  90 

Medicines,      -  -  -■    -  ■  -  16  03 

Incidentals,        ,~  -     ,     -  -       63  33 


Total, 


$1,068  16 


The  sewing  and  other  labour  of  the  Magdalens, 

the  past  yejir,  has  produced,  |182  25 

The  Managers  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  by 
the  care  and  attention  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  stag- 
nant water  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Asylum 
which  heretofore  has  proved  so  deleterious,  has  been 
removed.  Although  a  number  of  the  unhappy  inmates, 
labour  under  debility  and  various  diseases,  the  conse- 
quence of  their  vicious  and  guilty  lives,  yet  no  death 
has  occurred  during  the  past  year.  By  Inspecting  the 
statement  now  exhibited,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
number  of  those  who  have  been  hopefully  restored  to 
respectability  has  betn  less  than  was  exhibited  in  the 
last  report.  Only  five  of  the  subjects  of  your  care  have 
been,  during  the  year,  placed  in  respectable  families,  or 
reconciled  to  their  friends.  This  reduced  number  of 
favourable  cases  is  not  in  exact  proportion  to  the  ad- 
missions, a  circumstance  which  may  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  the  applicants  have  been  of , more  than  ordinary 


depraved  habits.  The  want  of  such  accommodations 
as  would-permit  the  Magdalens  to  be  properly  classi* 
fied,  and  those  of  difl'erent  moral  grades  to  be  separated 
from  each  other,  continues  to  be  inc-easingdy  felt  and 
lamented.  Instances  have  repeatedly  occurred,  in 
which  Mag'dalens,  who  have  been  a  length  of  tlme  un^ 
der  care,  and  evinced  hopeful  appearances  of  reform, 
have,  on  the  admission  of  others,  and  by  their  influ- 
ence^  abandoned  their  better  resolutions,  clwnged  their 
whole  behaviour,  and  conducted  themselves  in  such 
manner  as  to  render  their  exclusion  necessary. 

Some  individuals  have  been  admitted  whose  profes- 
sions of  penitence,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe 
were  insincere,  and  who  entered  with  the  base  and 
treacherous  design  of  corrupting  the  more  promising- 
inmates.  This  evil  can  only  be  remedied  by  having 
separate  apartments  for  the  diflerent  classes.  The  ne- 
cessity of  raising  additional  funds  to  enable  the  Man- 
agers to  erect  suitable  buildings  is,  therefore,  again 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  sei^ioiis  consideration  of 
the  Society,  and  the  importance  of  the  measure,  it  is 
confidently  presumed,  will  be  felt  by  the  benevolent 
minds  who  desire  the  return  of  penitent  transgrcssoi-s. 
— It  is  now  24  years  since  the  Society  commenced  its 
efforts  to  reform  the  particular  class  who  .are  the  objects 
of  its  care.  In  this  period  it  appears  that  300  Magda- 
lens have  entered  the  Asylum,  that  142  degraded  fe- 
males have  been  restored  through  Its  agency  to  honest 
and  decent  pursuits,  and  again  mingled  in  the  sweet 
employment  of  public  devotion,  have  again  partaken 
of  the  animating  examples  of  Christian  conduct,  and 
of  the  various  benefits  of  virtuous  society.  This  num- 
ber is  almost  half  the  admissions,  and  offers  nearly  the 
average  of  six  outcasts  thus  annually  snatched  from 
destruction.  In  the  world  these  misei-able  objects  are 
condemned  and  studiously  avoided;  hence,  how  al- 
most impossible  is  their  return;  but  may  not  the  Socie- 
ty believe  it  is  practising  the  lessons  of  the  Holy  .Jesus, 
our  adored  Saviour,  who  said,  learn  of  me,  and  who, 
when  an  atrocious  offender,  though  the  Managers  trust 
a  penitent  one,  was  brought  before  him,  a§ked  has  any 
man  condemned  (or  witnessed  against)  thee,  and  she 
saying  none  Lord,  replied  to  her,  neither  do  1  condemn 
thee,  go  and  sin  no  more,  'i'his  counsel  has  been 
steadily  inculcated  by  the  Managers;  to  enforce  and  to 
fix  the  obliga1;ioiis  of  purity  and  holiness  has  been  their 
sedulous  care,  and  when  we  reflect  that  142  individuals 
have,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Society,  left 
their  evil  courses,  does  it  not  present  full  and  satisfac- 
tory  evidence  that  such  labours  have  not  been  in  vain. 
Besides  these,  the  Managers  have  frequent  evidence 
that  individuals  who  have  left  the  Asylum  without  per- 
mission, have,  notwithstanding,  evidenced  that  they 
have  received  much  benefit  by  their  residence  there, 
that  their  morals  have  been  changed,  and  a  steady 
course  of  correct  conduct  has  followed 

ALEXANDER  HENRY,  Chairman. 
Baiitholomew  WisTATi,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  2d  Month,  Feb.  3,  1829. 

Managers  for  tlie  present  year. 


Alexander  Henrj', 
Ambrose  White, 
James  Moore, 
James  Kerr, 
Joseph  L.  Inglis, 
Attest, 


Bartholomew  Wi«tar, 
Abraham  Hilyard, 
Abraham  L.  Pennock, 
George  Williams. 

T,  MITCHELL, 
Secretary  to  the  Society. 


House  of  Refuge. — The  whole  nuimber  of  can- 
didates for  reformation  now  in  the  Hou.se  of  Refuge 
is  38,  of  whom  28  are  boys  and  10  girls.  The  boys 
are  employed  as  shoemakers,  tailors,  book-binders 
and  basket  makers,  the  females  in  the  duties  of 
housewifery.  The  experience  of  the  managers  and 
superintendents,  thus  far,  we  are  assured,  confirms 
the  most  sanguine  anticipations. 


1829.] 


l»r)ILAT)ELPIirr\.  COUNTY. 
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PIIILApELFIIIA  COUNTY, 

Expendiiiires^  hy  County  Commissioners  in  1828. 
stradcd from  their  accounts. 

For  tlie  purchase  of  paints,  oil,  andglass,  for 

bridg-es  and  public  buildirig-s,  :.  '  : 
Stationarj',  &.C.  ■      '      •  " 

For  recording'  bonds -of  Collectors  of  Taxes 

House  of  Refuge. 
As  per  act  of  Assembly,  -  .  ^ 

To  Assessors  for  taking' the  enumeration  of 

taxables  for  1828, 

Bridges — For  building"  the  following: 
Bridge  at  Fisher's  Falctory,  near  German-.- 

town,  -  877  82 

Bridge  near  Harding's,  in  Rlocltley,  901  02 
Bridge  at  Rosehill,  over  Gunner's 

Run,  5352  82 

Bridge  near  Frankford,  at  Smith's 

Factory,  2265  59 

Bridges — repairs  of  sundry  County 

bridges,  155  55 


§286  42 
-340  91 
31  28 

5000  00 

1338  64 


Loans  borrowed  of  sundry  persons, 
For  stone  for  building  bridges, 
For  iron  work  of  bridges. 
Orders  drawn  for  1827,  and  paid  1828, 
For    salaries    of  messenger    and  super- 
intendant  of  public  buildings,  brushes, 
inkstands,  candlesticks,  cleaning  courts 
and  offices,  &c. 
For  publishing  accounts,  advertising,  &c. 
COURTS.  -- 
Orplians'  Court  ■  .       '  ',• 

For  copying  Records,  Indexing,  &c.  as  per 
■  act  of  Asserpbly,  400  00 

Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
For  Jurors,  Criers,  and  Tipstaves,    1685  00 

Mayor's  Court. 
For  Jurors,  Aldermen,  Constables,   ,    '    .  ' 
Witnesses,    Crier,  Tipstaves, 
Clerk  and  Attorney  General,       7186  36 
Supreme  Court. 
Jurors,  Crier,  Tipstaves  and  Pro- • 

thonotary,  3077' 06 

Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 
Jurors,   Crier,  Tipstaves,  Consta- 
bles, Witnesses,  Clerk  and  At- 
torney General,  1091  46 
District  Court. 
Jurors,  Crier  and  Tipstaves,            6974  50 

Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 
Jurors,  Crier,  Tipstaves,  Consta- 
bles, Witnesses,  Clerk  and  At- 
toi'ney  General,  6210  25 


9562  80 
58;340  00 
446  12 
235  87 
42  93 


558  00 
340  50 


Elections. 

For  stationary,  payment  of  Judges  and  In- 
spectors, 2791  18 
For  pay  ment  of  Jurors  of  View  &  Dahiages 

in  Opening  Roads,   '  4264  49 

For  the  payment  of  Assessors,  Books,  and 

making  out  duplicates,  2951  65 
County  Treasurer.               .      ,-.  • 
For  Wm.  Moulder's  Salary,        ■  1200  00 
Reward  for  detecting  a  Horse  Thief,    '  20  00 
Costs  of  suits  against  Retailers  of  Foreign  Mer- 
chandise,  .        -  ,     .         305  46 

Jlrcii  Street  Prison.    '■  '        *•;■*'■;  K  .• 
For  repairs,  alteration,  &c.       '  ;       .  .754  31 

Commissioners,  .     -  v^  !  ■ 

Fortheirpay,  .  ;.  w-V        2829  00 

Clerks.  •  '  .  ■  ■ 

For  their  Salaries,  .    •.  ;  ,  ;  .  V    ,  .  .      •  1650  00 

Coroner.     -  ' ' 

For  Cost  of  Inquests,  Hearses,  Coffins,  &.c.       2506  10 

Solicitor.    ■        ■        ■  .  _ 

For  T.  Sergeant's  salary  and  fee  in  Reid's 

case,  '  350  00 

For  serving  writs  and  commissions  on  reco- 
vered forfeitures,  .    •         28  35 
For  interest  on  Loans,                \         ..'         394  66 
Ward  Elections,  expense  paid,       .-  84  00 

John  Trout.    -  ,  -  ,  -  ' 

For  an  overpayment  made  by  him,    -  300  00 

For  building  sheds  in  county  lurftber  yard,,  .     148  59 


  26,624  53 

School  Fund. 
For  33  J  per  cent,  on  amount  of  taxes  paid 

in  for  support  of  Public  Schools,  .  37,490  18 

For  repairs  of  offices,  locks,  &:c.  112  40 

For  sheep  killed  by  dogs,       ■<  6  75 

To  painting,  cleaning,  &  fitting  up  courtrooms,  285  59 
PRISONS. 

House  of  Correction. 
For  salaries  of  keepers,  support  of  vagrants 
and  untried  prisoners,  13,221  69 

Crirrtinal  .9partment. 
Ground  and  Water  Rent,  56  80 

Debtors'  .ipartment. 
Keeper's  salary  and  bread  money 

for  poor  debtors,  1431  61 

—  14,710  10 

66  63 


Books,  paper,  quills,  &c. 
For  auditing  accounts  of  Treasurer,  Com- 
missioners, &.C. 
Fuel  and  lights  for  the  courts  and  offices, 


By  Sundries,  charged  in  the  above  ac- 
counts, but  net  drawn  for 


^177,501  25 
2339  22 
§175,262  03 


934  00 
267  71 


EXPENDITURES  IN  SOUTHWARK. 

Mistracted  from  the  Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District. 

Lamp  and  W.atch  -  -  -  -  -  3563  08 
Public  Hall,  repairs  and  ground  rent  -  705  08 
Contingent  expenses  -  -  -  ,  -  ■  150  47 
Public  Highways  -  -  -  .  ■  -  .4259  11 
Printing  and  Advertising         -     '  - '    .  -  79  44 

Pumps  -  -  -  -  -  .  '.  -  '  .  673  48 
Wharton  Market,  sweeping,  &c.     .-  ■  .     99  87 

Regulators       -       -       -       -  .  ,  -  '  307  04 

Engines,  Hose,  &c.         -       .       .  "    -  .     2610  33 

Landings  '    -  58  89 

Opening  streets  -  -  -  r .  -  '  104  00 
Interest  on  loans      .  .       .       -  -- .    1206  80 

Paving  in  1827        -       -       -  3300  00 

Salary  of  Clerk  and  Superintendent  "  -  450  00 
Officers  to  superintend  police  -       -         200  00 

Curb  stone  -  -  .  -  -  -  4780  01 
Paving  in  1828  -  -  -  -  -  22,443  00 
Loans  .  -  .  -  -  .  .  -  6000  OO' 
Elections         -       -       -       -       .       .  73  75 

Footpaths  -  -  -  -  ■-  —  118  71 
Tax  fund,  1828,  duprcates  -  .  ' V:  32  75 
Vaccinating  poor  -  -  -  .  -  '  100  00 
Smith  work  on  account  Watering  Committee       36  56 


Orders  of  Watering  Committee  for  iron 
pipes,  and  laying,  &c.       -       ■>  - 
Loan  paid  off"       -  '     -       -   r  .   .  i 
Sundries       -       -       -   '  -       -  '  - 


Balance  due  corporation 


$51,353  or 

27,735  25 
2,000  00 
676  85 

81,765  17 
1232  24 

$82,997  41 


Miscellaneous. 
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Their  Receipts  Were,  in  additiori 
]iaiid  (1614  35)  for    .  • 
-   Curb  stone   -       -       .    • .  ^ " 

Pawnbiokers  Licenses  -  ■;- 
•;  Loan    ■       -       -  -  . 

\   Kent  of  Wharton  Market     -  - 
Taxes  for  IS27     -       -       -    "  r- 
■    do.        1828     -       -       -  ■  - 
,    Rent  of  public  Landing's 

For  iron  pipes      -   -  -  - 

Sundries      -       -     ■  ,  ~  •  -  .  - 


to  the  balance  cri 

1427  67 

297  83 
.  :  -  53,000  00 
.  .  253  50 

^  .  -  •     71U  82 
^  '      .     -5200  00 
1967  08 
-     11,926  94 
198  22 


PKESIDENTIAl,  ELECTION^ 

IlcxuU  of  the  Election  fur  President  and  Vice  ^'resident  of 
ike  (Jnited  Slulcs,  for  four  years,  front  the  4:th  day  of 
March  next. 
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Maine,' 
.New  Hampshire, 
.  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
Vermont. 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
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Delaware, 
Maryhmd, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Gcoi'g'ia, 
Kenluck_v, 
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Indiana, 
Mississippi, 
Illinois, 
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Missouri,  , 
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ed  tlie  mimerous  abojiive  atternpts  made  elswhere  to 
effectuate  an  innprovemenf  of  this  kind.  From  the 
specinie-ris  we  have  seen  of  the  manufacture,  and  from 
the  adaptation  of  the  soil  of  this  rcg-ion  to  the  production 
of  flax,  we  cani.iot  b.ut  anticipate  most  important  restdts 
from  the  improvement  introduced  by  Miv  1'owne.  We 
know  not,  indeed,  what  is  to  hinder  flax  from  becojn- 
ing--fis  valuable  to  the  middle  and  western  states,  as  cot- 
ton is  to  the  southern. 

Flax  and..  Linen  Manufactures.  — "The  demand  for 
flax  created  by  the  establishment  ;of  our  enterprising' 
fellow  citizen,  John  Towne,  it  is  hoped  will  excite  the 
attention  and  stimulate  the  exertions  _of  the  fai'mers  to 
tlie  iieig'hborhood  to  tlie  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  this  interesting' and  important  staple  production  of 
our  country.  I'he  machinery  for  spinning' -flax  bystearr* 
power,  is  now  in  complete  operation  uiisler  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  William  Sutliff.  to  whose  mechanical 
g'enius  and  industry  we  are  indebted  ( through  Mr- 
Towne's  patronage  and  capital)  for  this'  important 
branch  of  manufactures,-  so -long  a  desidei  atum  in  this 
and -other  countries.. 

The  articles,  manufactured,    viz:   Drilling,  Table 
Clothes,  Linncn,   Sec.  are  <jf  a  supei'ior  quality.  The 
Daniask 'I'ablc  linen,  noticed  in  a  late  number  of  the 
Statesman,  as  manufactured  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Stewart, 
were  made  of  cotton  and  linen,  and  wove  by  Mr.  Thos^ 
Bi'owh,  an  ingenious  workman  from  near  Edinburg. — 
Ml'.  Towne's  establishment  will  soon  afford  ?naterials  of^ 
the  best  quality.    The  above  mentioned  articles  are  for' 
saf  e-'at'the  .\varehous6  of  the  Pittsburg  manufacturing; 
association— Geol'ge  Cochran  of  Rd.  Agent,  and  of  Ai~ 
fi-td  Cochii\n  S<,  Co.— Pilisburg  Pajjer. 
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•  .RECAPITULATION. 

For  President. 
ANBiiEW  Jacksox,  of  Tennessee 
John  Qui>-cv  Ajiams,  of  Massachusetts 


For  Vice  President. 
•ToHN  C.  CAI.IIOTJN,  of  South  Carolina 
RicuAiiD  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania 
■William  Sjiitji,  of  South  Carolina 
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Pittsburg  Manufactures  The  information  contained 

in  the  following  communication  will  be  highly  gratify- 
ing to  om-  readers.  That  the  spinning  of  flax,  is  now 
performed  hereby  machinery,  driven  by  steam  power, 
and  on  a  Lirgc  scale,  will  siu'prise  those  who  have  notie- 


WEATHER.— The  snow  storm  which  hadcommencj- 
ed  on  Friday  the  20th,  when  our  pape'r  was  made  up, 
continued  during'  the  whole  day  and  most  of  the  night 
v.:\i\\  .scarcely  any  intermi-ssion.    On  -  Saturday  raorn>' 
"ing,  however,  it'liad  ceased.    The-  wind  being  liigli  tlie. 
snoW  drifted  very  much, 'but  the  depth  on  a  level  in  pla-- 
ces  sheltered'from  the  wind,  was  1,2  to  15  inches.  It  was^ 
•the  heaviest  , snow  "that  h:is  occurred  for  ma;iy  years,  and 
has  been  rery  extensive.  The  mails  have  been  retarded 
between  this  city  and  New  -York  and  Baltimore — and 
tlie  lane..^  in  the  country  have  been  rendered  impassable. 
The  cold  during  the  week  up  to  Wednesday  continued 
imusually  severe.    The  Delaware  has  been  passable  oa 
the  ice  for  sevcral  days  &  .still  remains  closed.  On  Wed- 
nesday, the  weadier  had  moderated  considerably  and 
during  the  day  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell,  which  has 
caused  ."much   of  the   snow,  with  which  oiu'  streets 
and  yards  were  filled,  to  disappear.    Wood  has  been 
scarce  and  yevy  dear — oak  sold  for  10  and  hickory  §12.. 
t3n  Saturday  a  ptiblic  meeting  was  held,  to  take  meas- 
-uresfor  tlie  relief  of  the  poor;  and  ward  committees  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  contributions.    The  sufferings  of  the 
pool' are  said  to  ha^  e  been  great — sevejal  benevolent 
individuals,  who  had  laid  up  wocd  for  the  use  of  theii* 
factories  &c.  have  with  a  praise  worthy  liberality  either 
distributed  it  g-ratui^tously  pr  sold  it.out  in  small  quanti- 
ties  at  reduced  prices.    S.  Girard  pjsq.  wlio  had  for  sev- 
eral years  been  accumulating  a  large  stock  of  old  plank, 
scantling,  boards 'Stc.  upon  his  lot  corner  of  12tlj  and 
Market  streets, gave  notice  that  on  a.. certain  day  if  would 
be  distributed  gratuitously  to  the  poor.   This  drew  to 
getlier  an  immeiise  concotirse  of  applicants,  and^cai'ts, 
v.'liicii  filled  the  four  neighbouring  streets,  and  attracted 
a  considerable  number  of  spectators  to  .  witness  the 
scene,  which  was  occasionally  ludicrotis,  notwithstanding 
the  miserable  appearance  of  many  of  the  .ictors;  The 
carinien  took  advantage  in  many  cases  ofthe  necessities 
of  the  poor  by  demanding  exoi  bitant  prices  for  the  use  of 
their  carts.    It  is  probable,  from  present  appearances, 
that  the  severity  of  the  winter  is  now  passed-  Should 
the  melting  ofthe  snow  be  very  rapid,  it  is  to  be  feared 
we"  will  hear  of  destructive  freshets  on  the  streams  in  the 
country — .Friday,  Feb. -^7.  -  ■ 
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PORTRAITURE  OF  BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

.  Having'  lately  observed  fi-oVi  tlie  public  papers  that 
■a  brief  statement  of  the  situation,  soil,  manufactories, 
schools, &c.  of  the  different  counties  of  this  state,  would 
most  likely  prove  acceptable  to  many  of  its  citizens, 
and  believing-  that  no  such  statement  has  yet  been  made 
of  Bedford  county,  I  beg- leave,  after  havlng-been  polite- 
ly furnished  with  the  princip-<il  facts  from  a  very  respect- 
able source,  to  submit  the  following  sketch  for  publi- 
cation in  your  paper;  at  the  same  time  sincerely  reg-ret 
ting  that  some  person  more  competent  to  the  undt- rtak- 
ing-,  and  with  better  opportunities  of  information,  had 
notengag-ed  in  the  task  before  me. 

Bedford  county  was  erected  in  the  year  1771,  but  its 
boundaries  have  been  altered  and  circumscribed  by  sub- 
sequent acts  of  the  legislature.  It  is  about  48  miles  long, 
and  its  mean  breadth  about  34  miles,  and  contains  up- 
wards of  twenty  five  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  now 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Franklin  county,  on  the  west 
by  Somerset  and  Cambria  counties,  on  the  south  by  the 
state  of  Maryland,  and  on  the  north  by  Huntingdon 
county.  It  contains  nine  or  ten  towns  or  villages,  be- 
sides the  town  of  Bedford,  which  is  the  seat  of  justice. 

Bedford  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  great  road  that 
leads  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  on  the  ]?aystown 
branch  of  the  Juniata  river,  two  hundred  miles  west 
of  Philadelphiayand  one  hundred  miles  east  of  Pittsburg. 
It  was  formerly  called  ]?aysto\vn  from  which  the  stream 
that  passes  it  took  its  name.  This  town  contains  about 
eleven  hundred  inhabitants.  The  buildings  are  mostly 
either  stone  or  brick,  the  streets  are  spacious  and  airy, 
and  generally  present  the  appearance  of  activity  and 
business.  Its  liberal  minded  citizens  have  done  much 
to  beautify  the  town  erecting  several  public  struc- 
tures, which  do  credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  County. 
The  Catholic  Church,  and  tlie  German  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  Church,  are  buildings  which  for  neatness, 
convenience  and  comfort,  would  be  \\  ell  calculated  to 
accommodate  the  polite  congregations  of  our  largest 
cities.  A  new  Presbyterian  Church  likewise  is  about 
being  built,  which  when  finished  it  is  supposed  w  ill  be 
even  a  superior  building  to  either  of  the  others. 

The  new  Court  House  which  it  is  expected  will  be 
completed  in  a  few  weeks,  will  surpass  in  style  and 
woi-kmanship,  almost  any  other  similar  buildings  in  the 
state.  It  is  planned  after  tlie  Tuscan  order,  and  with  the 
strictest  regard  to  the  rules  and  principles  which  govern 
the  art  of  building.  It  shows  to  great  advantage  on  the 
turnpike  road  as  yoii  approach  Bedford  from  the  east, 
and  its  beautiful  symmetry  and  proportion,  its  lofty  col- 
umns in  front,  and  its  commanding  cupola,  must  rivet 
the  attention  of  every  traveller  who  has  the  least  taste 
for  the  arts  and  refinements  of  civilized  life.  What  ren- 
ders this  building  still  more  interesting  is,  that  it  is  en- 
tirely the  workmanship  of  men  bred  among  our  own 
mountains,  whose  arrival  at  their  present  skill  and  ca- 
pacity has  been  altogether  owing  to  that  zeal  and  de- 
votedness  to  their  profession  which  every  man  must  feel 
before  he  can  expect  to  excel  in  any  thing. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town  of  Bedford,  in 
a  small  romantic  valley,are  situated  the  Bedford  Springs. 
Had  we  nothing  else  to  boast  of  than  these  Springs,  we 
might  rely  with  confidence  on  the  superior  interest  which 
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they  must  afford  to  visiters  and  travellers  who  are  in  pur- 
suit of  health  and  reci-eation  over  every  other  spot  in  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  increasing  prosperity  and 
riches  whicli,  as  society  progresses  they  must  necessa- 
rily add  to  our  county.  Itisnotthe  mere  phicid  en- 
joyment of  a  refreshing  shade,  a  cooling  fountain,  or  an 
artificial  promenade,  that  I  now  have  reference  to. — 
These  are  to  be  found  every  where  in  the  world.  The 
Bedford  waters  are  active,  healing  and  efliclent.  As 
a  prompt  but  gentle  aperient,  a  diuretic  and  a  tonic, 
their  medicinal  qualities  are  perhaps  not  inferior  to  any^ 
other  waters  in  tiie  world.  They  have  been  strictly 
analysed,  and  tested  by  men  of  judgment  and  reflec- 
tion, and  they  have  been  pronounced  by  many  even  su- 
perior to  the  celebrated  springs  of  Saratoga  and  Balls,- 
town. 

Nature  seems  to  have  resolved,  in  one  of  her  happiest 
moods,  on  an  assemblage  of  circumstances  which  might  ■ 
render  these  springs  a  delightful  and  cheering'  retreat 
to  the  sick  ancl  afflicted.    The  lofty  mo\intain,  the  fall- 
ing  cascade,  and  the  transparent  stream,  all  of  which 
are  happily  combined  into  o;)e  entii-e  group  of  i-lcli  ro- 
mantic scenery,  fill  liie  mind  with  a  satisfaction  and  con- 
tent which  can  never  be  so  well  described  as  felt. — 
Every  tiling  around  you  seems  joyous,  and  g.ay  and  hap- 
py, yet  tempered  with  that  calm  tranquility  and  engag- 
ing silence  which  add  such  refined  interest  to  rural 
scenery.    The  fanning  zephyr  seems  officiously  bu.sy 
to  render  you  cool  and  comfortable,  and  as  if  fearful 
that  he  had  not  done  enough  for  you  during  the  day, 
he  is  sure  to  watch  round  your  coucli  at  the  silent  liour.s 
of  night.    In  short,  so  many  are  the  attractions  of  this 
enchanting  spot,  tliat  were  I  a  pogt  or  in  love,  I  should 
be  almost  as  constant  in  my  attendance  at  the  springs, 
as  the  springs  themselves  are  constant  and  perennial  in 
the  flow  of  their  salubrious  and  sparkling  waters. 

It  Is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  the  accommodation 
for  visiters  are  such  as  not  to  discredit  the  reputation 
and  vii-tues  of  our  waters.  Three  entire  r.mg-es  of  buIKl- 
ing.s,  ada;)ted  In  every  respect  to  the  purposes  for  wliicli 
they  were  erected,  and  furnished  in  a  manner  corres- 
ponding- with  the  compan)'  which  is  received  and  enter- 
tained at  the  springs,  can  and  do  .accommodate  every 
summer  from  five  to  six  hundred  visiters.  There  can  • 
be  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  short  time,  as  the  population 
of  our  state  Increases,  and  people  come  to  find  out  that; 
crossing  our  mountains  is  a  much  less  formidable  task 
than  they  im.aglne,  it  will  be  necessary  to  erect  other 
buildings,  and  to  extend  and  enlarge  the  accommoda- 
tions at  the  springs  generally. 

The  county  of  Bedford  is  mountainous  and  hilly, 
much  of  the  land  stony  and  broken,  and  In  some  places 
the  soil  yields  but  a  niggardly  return  for  tlie  labour  be- 
stowed on  it.  Yet  the  rich  burgher  from  the  city  who 
lounges  In  his  carriage  along  the  turnpike,  or  is  trans- 
ported with  rapidity  In  one  of  our  public  stages,  makes 
a  thousand  mistakes  In  his  calculations  about  the  sterility 
of  our  soil,  and  the  shortness  of  our  crops.  While  he 
is  dreaming-  in  his  carriag-e  of  famine  and  cold  water, 
could  he  be  translated  in  a  moment  to  some  of  our  de- 
lightful vallles,  he  would  there  find  large  and  exten- 
sive farms,  abundant  crops,  comfortable  houses,  polific 
and  healthy  families,  and  a  greater  abundance  of  every 
thing  than  perhaps  he  himself  is  In  the  habit  of  enjoy  ing  at 
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hoiTie.  Ill  many  of  our  vallu-s  there  is  fine  limestone  land, 
Vvhich  is  well  cultivated,  which  affords  our  farmers  an  op- 
portunity every  year  of  taking'  a  great  qviantity  of  sur- 
plus, produce  to  market.  The  valley  ne:>r  McConnells- 
town,  Friend's  Cove,  and  iVIorrison's  Cove,  are  partic- 
ularly rich  and  fertile.  The  latter  place  more  especial- 
ly ia  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Martinsbui-g,  I  hesitate 
not  to  say,  is  one  of  the  richest  districts  of  country  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  visited  it  a  hundred 
times,  and  every  time  have  a  g-reater  reason  to  be  pleas- 
ed with  the  skill,  industry  and  economy  of  the  farmers, 
with  the  beauty  of  their  famis,  and  the  great  abundance 
and  plenty  which  were  visible  all  around  me.  The 
timber  on  our  mountains  and  in  other  places  is  principal- 
ly white  oak,  chesnut,  hickory  and  pine. 

One  of  the  greatebt  sources  of  wealth  to  the  people  of 
this  county  is  the  iron  ore,  which  is  found  of  the  best 
quality  in  many  places,  and  particularly  in  Morrison's 
Cove  and  its  vicinity.  There  are  now  erected  and  in 
complete  operation  two  furnaces,  viz;  Elizabeth,  and 
Hanover.  At  each  of  these  furnaces  there  are  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  tons  of  pig  metal  cast  every  week. 
Each  of  them  gives  employmerit  on  an  average  to  about 
seveiity-fivehands,n)any.of  whom  support  large  families, 
and  some  of  them  are  even  laying  up  money  against  a 
needy  day.  There  are  likewise  6  forges  in  the  county, ' 
namely,  Bedfoixl,  HopeweJl,  Lemnos,  H.anover  and-the 
two  Maria  Forges.  These  forges  likewise  make,  sepa- 
rately on  an  everage  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  weight 
of  b,ir  iron  per  year,  and  give  employment  each  to  about 
forty  handSi  Dr.r  Shoenberger,  whose  industry  and  en- 
terprise are  .well  k'no^vn  in  the  western  part  of  Pensyl- 
vania,,  is  about  to  erect  other  iron  works  on  the  Koaring 
Spring,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  in 
process  of  time  Bedford  county  will  reap  a  certain  and 
rich  harvest  from  numerous  oth^r  works  of  asin.ilar  na- 
,  ture,  which  her  streams  and  minerals  are  well  adapted 
to  bring  into  operation.  ^      .  - 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  fi-otn  a  hasty 
enquiry  I  find  that  there  are  in  the  different  townships 
in  this  county  about  seventy  Grist  And  merchant  mills, 
about  eighty  Saw-rnills,  twenty-five  Fulling  mills,  some 
of  which  manufacture  cloth,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Distilleries,  two  Nail  factories,  one  or  two  Oil  mills,  and 
about  twenty  Carding- machines.  -All  these  works  give 
employment  to  a  variety  of  luuids,  and  are  here  enume- 
rated to  show  the  population,  strength  and  resousces 
ofour  county. 

The  moral  condition  of  a  people  will  always  be^con- 
sidered  by  every  man  who  has  the  welfare  of  society  at 
heart,  and  who  has  either  humanity  or  .philosophy  e- 
Jiough  to  step  as  it  were  out  of  himself,  and  beyond  the 
immediate  range  of  his  own  private  circle,  and -look 
abroad  into  the  world  by  which  he  is  surrounded.  If- 
-"knovvledge  be  power,"  and  if  power  is  equivalent  to 
wealth,  then  has  Pennsylvania  much  yet  to  do  before 
she  can  expect  to  be  blessed  with  that  full  tide  of  pros- 
perity which  is  certainly  within  her  reach.    The  system 
of  common  school  education  in  Pennsylvania  is.  a  bad, 
one,  and  Bedford  county  has  experienced  her  full  share 
of  the  evil.    The  cold,  reluctant,  chilling  appropriation 
which  .has  been  extorted  from  our  Legislature  from  time 
to  time  in  favor  of  common  schoolsjhave  kept  the  fever- 
ish and  trembling  pulse  of  this  system  alive  down4o  the 
.  present  moment,  wlien  it  woukl  have  been  better  per- 
haps that  it  should  have  perished  at  once,  so  as  to  alibrd 
the  people  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  their  own  dig- 
nity, and  providing  for  their  own  moral  aliment.  There 
is  not  a  stale  in  the  Union  where  the  necessity  of  pub- 
licl}'  providing  for  the  education  of  our  common  people 
is  more  seriously  felt  than  in  Pennsylvania,  and  yet  I 
know  of  no  other  state  in  which  this  matter  has  been 
so  lamely  attended  to.    T^'ere  the  rising  generation  a- 
.    mong  the  Germans  tauglit  to  read  and  speak  English, 
what  an  immense  change  would  it  create  in  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  the  state— what  aii  amount  of  solid 
happiness  to  thousands  of  individuals-who  ar-e  now  per- 


isliing  for  lack  of  knovi ledge!  All  those  rem.arks  wili 
apply  :with  proper  force  to  Bedford  count}'.  The  mo- 
ment we  lose  sight  of  Bedford,  with  but  very  few  excep- 
tions, we  find  hovels  for  schools,  and  men  who  would 
be  retained  in  no  other  emiployment,  engaged  in  form- 
ing the  plastic  minds  of  children.  And  yet  even  these- 
miserable  receptacles  and  nurseries  of  knowledge  are 
sojsparingly  scattered  around  us,  that  perhaps  there 
are  not  two  for  every  five  hundred  children  in  the  coun- 
ty. Other  countless  1  know  are  suflcring  in  the  same 
way;  and  I  trust  that  our  Legislature  may  be  made  so 
sensible  of  this  state  of  things,  that  they  will  act  defini- 
tively on  a  bill  which  I  observe  from  the  papers  has 
been  reported  on  this  all-important  subject  by  a  mem- 
ber from  Philadelphia. 

As  a  general  remark  the  bar  of  Bedford  is  at  present 
3'oung%  raw  and  inexperienced,  and  as  a  natui  al  conse- 
quence, brisk,  fluent  and  dogmatical.  The  time  may 
covrm.  hereafter  when  the  materials  found  here  will  be 
moulded  into  something  which  will  do  honor  to  the  high 
profession  of  a  lawyer,  unless  in  the  meanwhile  tViey 
should  be  so  warped  and  blunted  by  politics,  or  so  ne- 
glected in  the  piu'suits  offoreign  objects,  as  to  prove  of 
little  importance  either  to  the  possessors  or  to  the  pub- 
he. 

Our  physicians  are  re.specf  able,  one  of  whoin,  from 
his  long  and  extensive  practice,  and  liis  attention  to  the 
spring  visiters,  has  acquired  a  celebrity  for  bkill  and  at- 
tention wh.ich.  extends  far  be3'ond  the  county  of  Bed- 
ford. We  have  four  clergymen  in  the  town  of  Bedford, 
all  of  whom  are  highly  honoured  for  their  piety  and 
usefulness. — Democratic  {Fa.)  Enquirer. 
'        .    7  FRANKLIN. 


LAW  CASE. 


.  Krosman 
.  .  .  vs. 
The  Union  Canal  Company  of 
.  ,  Pennsylvania. 


The  same. 


In  the  Mayor's  Court 
for  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, December 
Sessions,  lii28. 


Stout  and  otliers 

J  .  ^ 

Present — George  M.  Dallas,  Esq.  Mayor;  JOsepTi 
Keed,  Esq.  Recorder;  and  Aldermen  Watson  and  Xlil- 
nor. 

■  By  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Union  Canal  Company  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  2d  of  April  1811,  the  company 
are  authorized  to  enter  upon  all  lands  intended  or  sup- 
posed to  be  the  proper  route  for  tlie  canal  and  lock  na- 
vigation, to  purchase  the  same,  &c.  and  then  th's  pror' 
vision  follows;  ''And  in  default  of  put  chasing  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Courts  nf  Quarter  Sessions  or  the  Mayor's 
Court  in  the  city -of  Philadelphia,  on  the  application  of 
the  owner  of  the  said  ground,  or  of  the  said  president^ 
and  managers,  to  appoint  three  suitable  and  judicious 
persons  of  any  neighbouring  county  at  their  discretion, 
or  at  the  request  of  either  party,  to  award  a  venire  di- 
rected to  the  Sheriff  of  any  adjoining  county,  to  suni- 
mon  a  jury  of  disinterested  men  in  order  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  said  court  what  damages,  jf  any,  have 
been  sustained  by  the  owner  of  the  said  grounds,  by 
reason  of  the  said  canal  or  other  works;  which  report^ 
being  confirmed  by  the  court,  judgment  shall  be  enter- 
ed thereon,  and  exeetUion  on  motion  may  be  issued  in 
case  of  non-payment  of  the  money  awarded,  with  rea- 
sonable cosis  to  be  assessed  by  ike  Court,  &c. 

The  company,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  this  section,  entered  upon  the  lands  of  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  above  causes,  and  a  jury  of  inquisitioii 
iiaving  been  held  on  the  same  days,  upon  a  venire  di- 
rected to  the  sheriff  of  Lancaster  county,  damages  were 
assessed  in  the  first  of  the  above  cases  at  $325,  and  the 
latter  §50.  These  damages  were  paid  by  the  company, 
but  on  a  bilLof  costs  of  ^365  50  ($182  75  in  each  case.) 
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being'  presented,  they  objected  to  the  aniount.  The 
court,  at  the  siig-g-estlon  of  the  company's  counsel,  or- 
dered ihe  Slieriff  to  prepare  a  second  bill,  the  first 
being- deemed  too  general  in  its  terms.  This  oi'dcr  was 
complied  with  by  the  Sheriff,  and  another  bill  was  pre- 
sented, reducing  the  total  of  costs  to  ^39  20—119  60 
bei.ng-  charg-ed  in  Brosman's,  and  the  same  in  Stout's 
case.       _        \  • 

The  matter  came  before  the  court  on  a  motion  by  the 
plaintiff's  attorney  to  issu?  execution  for  the  whole 
amount  charged  by  the  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  county. 

J.  C.  Biddle  and  Binneiy,  for  the  company,  after  stat- 
ing the  peculiar  hardship  of  the  case,  inasmuch  as  their 
chents  had  in  the  first  instance  oflcred  to  pay  a  greater 
sum  in  damages  than  hndiieen  finally  awarded  by  the 
jury,  continued  in  the  first  place. — That  all  compensa- 
tory fees  or  compensations  for  services  not  specified  in 
the  fee-bill  had  been  expressly  , abolished  by  the  26th 
Section  of  the  act  of  28th  M.aixh  1814,  and  that  conse- 
quently the  court  eould  allow  none  other  than  those  con- 
tained therein. 

That  in  the.riext  place;  admitting-  that  the  act  did  not 
preclude  the  court  from  the  exercise  of  their  discretion 
in  these  cases,  the  fee  bill  furnished  the  best  standard 
by  which  to  I'egulate  that  discretion.    ~  " 

The  analogy  to  services  mentioned  in  t'lTat  bill  was 
very  striking.    That  as  to  the  charge  of  ^119  60,  in 
eaek  case,  it  was  altogether  objectionable,  because  the 
same  jury  performed  botii  views  and  made  but  one  jour- 
ney from  their  homes.  It  h.aving  been  repeatedly  decided 
in  the  instance  of  juries  and  arbitrators,  that  they  were  to 
be  paid  only  a  certain  sum  per  diem,  no  regard  being 
':  had  to  the  numbt-r  of  casestothis  point,  aud further  ob- 
j  jected  that  many  of  the  items  claimed  were  excessive" 
:  and  unreaponable,  to  show  which  they  entered  into  a 
I  minute  examination  of  tlie  bill.    In  conclusion,  they 
i  stated,  that  as  the  dec'sion  of  the  court  •wou]<l  form  a 
i  precedent  for  future  cases,  it  vas  important  to  the 
1  Community,  as  well  ;is  the  Union  Canal- Compait>\  thai 
<  the  rule  should  be  settled.  '  '      ~    .      ."  ." 

Hall,  for  plaintiffs,  considered  thecharge-of  the  "She- 
riff j-taso!iaW';/  .he  referred  to  the  sentence,  "specified 
:  in  this  or  some  other  act  of  ussemUy,"  contalned'in  tlie 
\<  ■above  section,  as  including  all  acts  in  which  a  particular 
I  compensation  was  provideil.  That  tlie  act  of  incorpora- 
1  tion  having  been  passed  in  1811,  was  one  comprised  in 
that. exception.  :  . 

That  the  Court  were  to  assess  reasonable  costs.  .  The 
fee  bill  was  to  be  entirel}'  disregarded;  for,  if  follovred,  ^ 
it  would  not  afford  a  "rcasonahk  compensation." 

Mr.  Recorder  Reed  delivered  tlie  opinion  of  the 
j  Court.    After  stating  the  case,  he  proceeded— 

The  only  question  for  decision  is,  whether  the  Legis- 
lature intended,  by  the  use  of  the  terms  "reasonable 
costs,"  to  vest  in  the  coui  t  a  discretionary  power  to  al- 
low what  they  thought  a  just  compensation  for  the  ^er- 

■  ices  rendered,  a  quantum  meruit,  which  may  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  as  they  respect  the  sheriff- 
the  jurors,  or  the  parties.  The  exercise  of  this  uncon- 
trollable autliority  is  urged  by  the  plaintiffs'  counsel, 
representing  on  tliis  occasion  the  sherifl'  and  jurors. 

■  On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  is  contended  that  by 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  1814,  and  the  decision  of  the 

;  Supreme  Court,  (1  Sergeant  and  Rawle,  oOo;  5th  do 
198,)  all  compensatory  fees  are  prohibited;  this  court 
;  must  of  necessity  be  governed  by  the  fee  bill,  which 
I  provides  for  services  of  the  same  n.ature  on  process  is- 
j  sued  from  other  courts,  and  which,  even  if  a  discretion 
;  be  exercised,  affords  a  safe  standard  by  which  such  al- 
lowances may  be  regulated. 

Although  there  is  no  doubt  the  Legislature  intended 
.,  by  the  act  of  1814  to  abolish  all  fees  usually  denomi- 
I  nated  compensatory  fees,  declaring  that,  if  any  officer 
,'  shall  charge  fees,  except  those  provided  by  law,  or  if 
I  the  Judges  shall  allow  fees  for  services  not  s[>ecified  in 
I:  some  act  of  Assembly,  it  shall  be  a  misdemeanour  in 
office,    It  may  however  be  reasonably  doubted,  whe- 


ther (he  prohibition  did  not  merely  extend  to  fees  for. 
services  which  had  been  before  wholly  improvided  for 
by  law.  The  fees  now  in  question  are,  in  our  opinion, 
not  of  the  same  description  with  those  on  which  the  le- 
gislative prohibition  v/as  njeant  to  operate.  They  are 
for  services,  which  ma}',  by_.a  natural  analogy,  be  said 
to  be  expressly  provided  for  in  the  fee  bill,  and  for 
wiilch  a  specific  compensation  is  directed.  Had  the' 
Legislature  intended  to'  deprive  the  Court  of  its  discre- 
tionary power,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  a  term  liable 
to  misconception  would  not  have  ,  been  retained,  but  a 
simple  unequivocal  reference  would  in  all  similar  cases 
have  been  made  to  analog'ous  items  in  the  bill.  - 

In  subsequent. acts. tl>ere  is  great  diversity  of  expi-es- 
sion.  This  irregularity,  or,  the -.  preservation  of  tile' 
phrase  ''reasonali'e  costs,"  in  some  cases,  and  its  occa- 
sional omission  in  others,  convinces  us,  that  compen- 
satory fees  for  svich  sei'vices,  are  not  in  all  cases  abolish- 
ed. In  the  acts  ihcorpoi'atnig  the  Oxford  Kail  Road 
Company,  and  the  Lackuwaxen  and  Susquehanna  Rail 
Road,  the  one  passed  in  1826,  the  other  in- 1828;  both 
subsequ£nt  to  the  fee  bill,  to  .which  others  may  be 
added,  the  viewers  are  allowed  the  same  compensation 
as  special  Jurjirs;  while  in  the  acts  incorporatipg  the 
Schuylkill  VuUey  Navigation  Co'mpany,  and  in  the  acts 
of  iLirch  and  April  1827,  incorporatin.g  the  Allegheny 
■and  Conewago  Canal  Compan)',  and  in  the  Dauphin 
and  Susquehanna  Coal'Company,  and  in  other  acts  for 
sunilar  purposes, .the  ver3'same  phrase  is  used  as  in  the 
act  uiider  which  tfie  present-question  has  arisen.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  with  a  rule  to  which. .so  easy 
reference  could  be  made,  the  Legislature,  without  an 
object  in  view,  wovdd  use,  in  the  last  mentioned  cases, 
a  form  of  expression,  which  by  the  construction  con- 
tended for,'  is  rendered  manifestly  inappropi-iate  and 
uncertain.  '\A''e  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  a  discre- 
tionary power  is  vested  in  the  Court. 

The  question  then  arises,  is  there  any  rule,  and  if  any, 
what  is  the  rule  by  which  the  discretion  is  to  be  exer- 
cised? -  Is  it  to  to  be  understood,  that  by  the  delegation 
of  a  discretionary  power,  an  implied  rejection  of  all 
rules  and  guides  m  analog'ous  c  ises  was  meant;  or  is  it." 
not  more  natural  to  presume  that  it  was  intended,  that 
in-  ordinary  cases  reference  to  a  fixed  standard  would  be 
proper,  and  that  in  extraordinary  cases  of  services  ren- 
dered under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  at  peculiar 
sacrifice,  discretion  might  be  exercised.  If  analogy 
were  rejected  as  a  legitimate  mode  of  reasoning  in  cases 
of  ordinary  occurrence,  not  only  would  the  court  be 
obliged  to  go  into  the  most  detailed  examination  of  tlie 
bill  of  costs,  and  hear  evidence  in  explanation  and  sup- 
port of  the  several  items,  but  the  compensation  awarded 
wovdd  be  constantly  fluctuating,  and  all  certainty  and 
uniformity  would  be  lost;  especially  when  this  discre- 
tionary power  is  to  be  exercised,  as  it  necessarily  must 
be,  by  different  tribunals. 

Reserving  therefore  the  power  to  meet  extraordinary 
instances,  we  think  it  perfectly  consistent  with  that 
reserviLtion,  and  better  calculated  to  promote  the  ends 
of  justice,  to  adopt,  on  this  occasion,  the  fee  bill  as  our 
guide,  and  as  the  truest  expi-ession  of  legislative  inten- 
tion on  the  subject,  in  a  case  as  to  which  we  have  no 
information,  either  judicially  or  otherwise,  to  give  it  a 
peculiar  character.  I  have  not  referred  to  any  distinc- 
tion between  the  sheriff  and  jurors  in  this  case,  though 
it  is  manifest  that  generally,  if  not  universall}',  the  pro- 
priety of  tlie  reference  to  the  fee  bill  as  a  guide,  is 
stronger  in  the  case  of  the  sheriff  than  in  that  of  a  juror. 
The  former  voluntarily  accepts  and  anxiously  solicits 
the  office  to  which  this  special  duty  is  incident.  He 
often  derives  great  profit  fi  om  it,  and  is  presumed  to  take 
it  with  a  full  knowledge  of  its  duties,  responsibihties, 
and  emoluments— he  accepts  it  cum  onere,  and  may  re- 
sign it  at  pleasure.  Not  so  the  juror.  The  process 
under  which  he  acts  is  strictly  compulsory,  and  his  com- 
pensation is  rarely  in  proportion  to  the  services  he  per- 
forms.   While  therefore  we  re-asscrt  our  discretionary 
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power  to  be  exercised  wlien  the  occasion  may  require 
it,  in  the  case  before  us  we  take  the  fee  bill  as  our  guide, 
and  direct  the  clerk  to  tax  the  costs  in  conformity  with 
its  provisions.  'SVc  also  direct  that  single  costs  only  be 
allo\ved,  ag-reeably  to  the  principle  established  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  [4  Serg-.  and  Rawle,  81,  and  15  do.  397"] 
where  the  Court  in  the  one  case  decided,  that  when 
tlic  same  parties  referred  two  suits  to  the  same  arbitra- 
tors, who  transacted  business  in  each  of  the  suits  on  the 
same  day,  tiiey  could  be  allowed  but  one  day's  pay. — 
And  in  the  other,  applied  the  same  principle  to  a  wit- 
ness. Tlie  Chief  Justice  obscrvln.^,  "that  it  would  be 
extraordinary  indeed  if  he  could  demand  for  several 
days  attendance  when  he  attended  but  one.  The  law 
admits  of  no  such  extr.T.vag'ancies. "  The  witnesses  (and 
by  analogy  the  sheriff  and  viewers)  are  to  be  paid  a 
certain  c?«e/»  allowance;  and  iiaving' received  that, 
they  are  entitled  to'no  more.  So  in  the  case  of  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  (6  Bin.  39")  the  same  principle 
which  governs  all  tlie  cases  is  recog-jiised — it  having 
been  there  decided,  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  his  fees  as 
a  witness  on  the  first  day  of  the  court,  because  it  is  his 
duty  to  attend  to  make  a  return  of  his  recog-nizances. 
The  bill  was  taxed  5^108  99  iii  both  ctis^s. 

AVERAGE  PRICE.  OF  FLOUK,  -  - 
In  vol.  II,  page  221,  will  be  found  a  table  of  the  price 
of  Flour  in  Philadelphia,  for  each  month  in  the  year, 
from  1784  to  1828,- which  originally  appeared  in  the  Phi. 
Indelphia  Price  Cui-rent.  Tiic  following  table,  exhibit- 
ing tlie  average  price  of  each  year,  is  taken  from  the 
Ne.w  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  and  was  probably  pre- 
pared from  the  table  first  mentioned.  ■ 

"Flour. — The  Editors  of  the  New  Vork  Journal  of 
Commerce  have  been  favoured  by  a  commercial  friend, 
with  a  table  of  the  prices  of  Flour  in  the  Philadelphia 
market  for  a  period  of  forty-four  years,  which,  says  the 
Journal,  will  be  acurioslty,  as  well  as  a  useful  document 
to  every  dealer  in  the  article.  We  subjoin  the  average 
for  eiich  year. 


1785        -  _ 

$5 '  87 

1807 

.  '  .  7  ir 

1786 

5  66 

1808 

•  7  ■      5  69 

1787 

5  25 

1809 

'     6  91 

1788       ',-   ,  . 

-   .     4  81 

1810 

9  37 

1789        -  - 

5  20 

1811 

-     ,  9  95 

1790  - 

-  ,      5  56 

1812  ■ 

-  .     9  83 

1791  ■ 

-  .      5  22 

1813 

-     ,  8  92 

1792    ,    -  .  -  - 

-  ■     5  25 

1814 

8  60 

J793 

5  90 

1815 

:      8  71 

1794    ,    -  , 

6  90 

1816 

9  78 

1795  ' 

10  60 

1817 

11  69 

1796        ■-  - 

-:      12  50 

1818 

-.      9  96 

1797 

-J     8  91 

1819 

.  -  .      r  11 

1798 

8  20 

1820 

-        4  72 

1799      >'  ■-' .  : 

9  66 

1821 

-  .  /  4  78 

1800'.- • 

9  86 

1822  . 

.        .     6  58 

1801         -  -  ' 

30  40 

1823  - 

6  82 

1802    '     -  - 

-.    ■    6  90 

1824 

5  62 

1803         -  :  . 

-     '  6  73 

1825 

-  .     :5  10 

1804         -  .  - 

8  23 

1826 

4  65 

1805         -  •  . 

-        9  70 

1827 

5  23 

1806        -  , 

7  30 

1828 

5  60 

^^g'gregate  average  of  forty-four  years,  .$7  42. 

Tbfi  circumstances  which  have  produced  the  princi- 
pal fluctuations,  are  g'lven  as  follows,  by  the  g'entleman 
who  has  so  carefully  preserved  the  record: — "From 
1794  to '96,  scarcity  in  France  and  England — from '98 
to  1800,  export  to  England— 1800  to  1801,  scarcity  in 
England — 1804  and '5,  scarcity  in  Spain-^ISOS  and  '9, 
long  embargo — 1809,  '10,  and  11,  Peninsular  war — 
1312,  '13,  and  14,  w.ai'  with  England— 1816  and '17 
ficarcily  in  Eng-ian(J,''    To  this  \ye  ipay  sdd  the  cause  of 


an  advance  during  the  latter  part  of  1828,  viz.  scarcity 
in  Europe,  particularly  in  England.  The  state  of  the' 
currency  in  1814  and  '15  of  course  had  an  effect  on  the' 
prices  of  those  years. 

It  deserves  to  be  considered,  also,  that  the  quantity  of'^ 
circulating  medium  and  the  value  of  all  sorts  of  merchan- 
dise have  fluctu.ated.  The  highest  yearly  average  was 
that  of  1796,  viz.  ^12  50;  the  lowest  that  of  1826,  viz. 
§4  65.  The  lowest  price,  in  March  1821,  viz.  $S  75 — 
and  the  highest  price  in  March  1796,  viz.  §15.  In  one 
instance  the  price  remained  without  any  change  for  11 
months,  but  in  very  many  others  it  has  fluctuated  two 
dollars  or  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  within  a  few  days. 

ANNALS  OF  PAUPERI.SM. 
Abstract  ot  theaccounts  of  the  Directors  of  the  Poor- 
house  institution  of  Dauphin  county. 
I      (From  7th  January,  1828,  to  9th  January,.  1829.) 
330  paupers  were  admitted  into  the  house  during'-  the 
year. 

32     do.     died  in  the  house  during  the  year. 

3  children  were  born       do  do.  ,  I 

148  paupers  in  the  house  at  present. 

14  children  bound  out  to  trades.  j 
147  out-door  paupers  admitted  in  1828.  i| 

61  out-dbor  paupers  died.  I 

62  do  discontinued  do. 
25            do  at  this  time. 

246  paupers  of  which  some  eloped  and  some  dismissed 
the  same  year.  ' 

RECEIPTS  during-  the. year  (including  balance  ii^ 
hand  January  7, 1828,  and  5000  dollars  borrowed  of  the 
Harrisburg  Bank,)  $9,798  89;  of  this  sum  §326  30,  are 
stated  to  be  "surpUis  proceeds  of  the  mill  and  $28  44  ){ 
found  with  a  pauper."  -  ii 

PAYMENTS  during  the  year  §9,616  42:  of  which  l! 
were  paid  for  delivering  paupers,  §355  72;  support  of  [j 
out-door  paupers,  $311  41;  physician's  salary,  $140^  | 
medicine  and  funeral  expenses  t)f  out-door  paupers, 
§265  03|;  medicines  for  paupers  in  the  house,  §277  71; 
tobacco  in  1825-27,  §45  35;  labor  on  farm,  §184  37^; 
do.  in  and. about  house,  §81  12;  Justices' fees,  §205  89; 
coffins  for  out-door  poor,  §70  65;  coffins  for  the  house, 
§96  50;  salaries,  5340  06;  principal  of  debt,  850  dol- 
lar's; for  grain,  §335  12;  whiskey,  $113  35;  fuel,  65  98. 

By  the  late  returns,  it  appears  there  are  4602  taxa- 
bles  in  Dauphin  county:  which  at  5  to  1,  will  give  23,- 
010  inhabitants-  330  paupers  in  the  house,  and  147 
out-door  poor,  during  the  year,  say  477:  or  1  to  everj 
50  inhabitants.  .  ,'   '.■  ; 

CoppETiAs. — John  Wright,  esq.  established  sometime 
since,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mercer,  Pa.  a.  Manufac- 
tory of  Copperas.  Me  has,  from  time  to  time,  extended 
his  establishment  and  improved  his  works,  until  he  can 
now  manufacture  a  quantity  sufficient  to  supjily  the  de- 
mand of  the  country  north  of  tlie  Ohio.    His  pyrites  are 
excellent,  and  his  copperas  has  been,  pronounced,  by  I  | 
competent  judges,  of  very  superior  quality,  equal  to  any 
imported  or  manufactured  elsewhere.  A  large  quantity 
has  been  sent  to  the  Pittsburg  market,  and  met  with  a  , 
ready  sale.    Mr.  Wright  is  now  filling  orders  from  Pitts-  \ 
burg  to  a  large  amount.    The  establishment  of  such  a  : 
maimfactory  in  this  county,  is  gratifying,  and  ought  to 
meet  with  warm  encouragement  from  all  our  citizens.™ 
Mercer  Press. 


Appointment  by  the  Governor. 
George  Stroop,  esq.  to  be  Prothonotary  and  Clerk  of 
the  several  Covu  ts  of  Perry  county,  in  the  room  of  W. 
]B.  Mitchell,  esq,  resigned. 
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RAIL  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

HOUSE   OF  ItT.PnESESTATlTfiS,   FEB.   26,  1829. 

Mr.  Lehman  from  the  Committee  on  Jnland  Navigation 
and  Internal  Improvement,  to  whom  were  referred  tlie 
documents  relative  to  rail  roads  and  canals,  made 

REPORT: 

That  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  great  work  of  in- 
ternal communication  has  become  acceptable  to  the  in- 
terests of  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  has  so  far  ad- 
vanced towards  completion,  and  the  benefits  it  will  con- 
fer are  so  generally  admitted,  that  arguments  in  favour 
of  its  policy  are  now  superfluous. 

Pennsylvania  gave  birlh  to  the  turnpike  and  canal 
system  in  America,  and  she  now  perceives  the  policy  of 
spreading,  by  means  of  csnals  and  rail  roads,  the  basis  of 
sti-ength,  and  unfolding  her  immense  capability  of  im- 
provement. It  may  be  said  that  our  whole  country, 
under  the  powerful  stimulus  of  free  institutions,  exhi- 
bits the  spectacle  of  twenty -four  states  striving  to  aug- 
ment the  mass  of  industry,  wealth,  and  population,  and 
to  preserve  for  their  own  benefit  the  largest  share  of 
the  trade  which  springs  from  such  increased  prosperity. 
Among  the  Atlantic  states,  the  maxim  is  now  adopted, 
that  not  only  manufactures  and  agriculture,  but  a  sea- 
port with  an  extended  home  and  foreign  trade,  are 
among  the  elements  of  prosperity.  The  stniggle  for 
commerce  kindles  a  noble  spirit  of  industry — awakens 
genius — and  by  calling  forth  all  the  resources  of  the 
states,  gives  strength  and  greatness  to  the  whole  confe- 
deracy. 

Under  the  law  of  last  session  the  state  is  pledged  to 
form  by  its  own  means,  • 

1st.  A  complete  communication  between  the  city  ef 
Philadelphia  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  city  of  Pittsburg 
on  the  Ohio,  by  means  of  rail  roads  and  canals. 

2d.  A  branch  of  the  cun.il  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ju- 
niata, on  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  New  York  state  line. 

3d.  A  branch  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Bald 
Eagle,  on  the  West  Branch. 

4th .  A  canal  from  Carpenter's-  Point,  to  the  tide  wa- 
ter on  the  Delaware. 

5th.  A  navigable  feeder  for  the  contemplated  canal 
between  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie. 

6th.  A  rail  road  from  Columbia  to  the  town  of  York. 

The  steady  and  (so  far  as  is  consistent  with  economy 
of  expenditure)  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  entire 
system  of  improvement  is  now  the  obvious  policy  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
communicate  to  the  House,  the  result  of  their  anxious 
inquiries,  in  relation  to  the  sum  of  money  which  ought 
to  be  provided  for  the  present  year,  and  the  objects  to 
which  the  money  ought  to  be  applied. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  bill  annexed  to  this  report,  to 
vest  some  discretionary  powers  in  the  commissioners,  so 
far  as  respects  the  rail  roads  and  canals,  which  are  au- 
thorised to  be  put  under  contract.  No  maxim  of  pru- 
dence or  economy,  it  is  thought,  will  be  violated,  if  it  is 
left  to  their  discretion  and  responsibility,  to  advance  at 
such  places,  and  with  as  much  speed  as  is  compatible 
with  the  means  within  their  control,  the  interest  of  the 
commonwealth  and  the  restrictions  of  the  law.  It  is 
presumed,  that  no  difl'erefice  of  opinion  will  now  exist 
in  relation  to  the  policy  and  the  true  economy  of 
bringing  to  a  speedy  completion  the  line  between  the 
Delaware  and  the  Ohio,  and  also  the  branches  on  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  Delaware.  All  this  has  been  pro- 
mised by  the  law;  and  upon  the  faith  of  the  law,  enter- 
prising citizens  in  every  direction,  have  made  arrange- 
ments and  entered  into  contracts,  with  a  view  of  parti- 
cipating in  the  advantages  which  such  improvements 
never  fail  to  C(mfer  upon  an  industrious  population.  So 
far  as  respects  the  great  work  alluded  to,  it  may  be 
said,  that  its  construction  is  the  settled  policy  of  the 
state,  and  what  remains  for  the  present  and  future  le- 


gislatures, is  to  secure  a  careful  superintendence  and 
an  economical  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

In  addition  to  the  improvements  recognised  by  exist- 
ing laws  as  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  the  com- 
mittee have  made  provisions  for  advancing  with  all  prac- 
ticable speed  towards  the  great  canal  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  also  towards  lake  Erie.  The  completion  of 
these  works  is  deemed  essential  to  the  full  usefulness 
and  grandeur  of  the  scheme  of  improvement.  The 
importance  of  connecting  lake  Erie  with  the  Delaware, 
is  illustrated  by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  commerce  of 
our  inland  seas.  A  few  years  ago  ten  vessels  were  suf- 
ficient for  the  trade  of  lake  Erie,  and  now  there  are  se- 
ven large  steam-boats,  and  u])wards  of  one  hundred 
coasting  vessels.  They  have  also  directed  active  ope- 
rations to  be  commenced  upon  the  Monongahela;  and 
if  practicable,  upon  the  rail  road  between  Columbia  and 
York;  and  also  between  Harrisburg,  Carlisle,  and 
Chambersburg.  These  improvements,  it  is  believed, 
will  be  productive  in  the  shape  of  tolls,  and  are  due  to 
the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  fertile  counties  on  the 
southern  border.  In  the  bill,  the  committee  have  made 
provisions  for  examinations  and  estimates,  with  a  view  of 
connecting  the  canal  with  the  river,  both  at  Dorrstown, 
on  the  West  Branch,  and  at  Han-isburg  on  the  Susque- 
hanna. 

In  framing  the  bill  the  committee  have  adopted  the 
principle  of  accommodating  all  the  districts  of  the  state 
as  early  as  possible.  The  result  may  be,  that  the  state 
will  receive  tolls  at  a  later  period,  from  some  parts  of 
the  line  of  communication;  but  it  is  obvious,  that  from 
other  parts  the  receipt  of  tolls  will  be  earlier. 

The  opinion  has  been  advanced,  that  all  the  energies 
pf  the  state,  ought,  in  policy,  to  be  concentrated  to  the 
main  route  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Ohio,  and 
that  thereby  it  may  the  more  speedily  be  brought  to 
completion.  This,  however,  would  infringe  the  princi- 
ple of  mutual  accommodation,  which  has  received  the 
legislative  sanction;  and  is  now  regarded  as  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  public  faith.  It  is  also  believed 
tl)at  active  operations  may  be  carried  on  in  many  parts 
of  the  state  to  a  certain  extent,  without  retarding  in  any 
great  degree  the  accom.plishment  of  the  main  line.  Ex- 
perience has  proved,  that  in  every  district  labourers 
may  be  found  who  will  work  in  their  own  neighbour- 
hood, but  who  will  not  travel  to  a  great  distance  from 
their  homes.  These  may  be  employed  in  the  advance- 
ment of  interesting  parts  of  the  work,  without  any  se- 
rious detriment  to  other  parts  which  may  be  deemed 
more  important  to  the  general  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

Embarked  as  Pennsylvania  is  in  a  system,  of  which 
the  rich  results  cannot  be  fully  enjoj'ed  until  all  the 
parts  are  completed,  it  is  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and 
true  economy  not  to  stay  the  hand  of  improvement,  but 
to  complete  the  work  with  all  practicable  speed. 

For  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work,  the  com- 
mittee propose  to  appropriate  the  sura  of  3,200,000 
dollars. 

If  the  magnitude  of  this  sum  excite  apprehension  it 
will  be  recollected  that  the  money  will  be  spent 
within  our  limits,  and  will  be  an  active,  moving,  diffu- 
sive capital;  giving  employment  to  our  own  people, 
stimulating  industry  and  ingenuity,  and  producing  arts, 
improvements,  and  inventions.  It  will  in  many  ways  be 
conducive  to  prosperity,  independent  of  the  advantages 
the  public  will  derive  from  the  improvements.  The 
cost  of  the  work  cannot  ultimately  be  any  burden  upon 
the  finances  of  the  state,  as  the  income  to  be  derived 
will  reimburse  the  expense.  All  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  soil  and  mineral  riches  of  Pennsylvania,  concur  to 
prove  that  the  expenditures  to  be  made  will  be  a  judi- 
cious investment.  The  work  will  pay  for  itself.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  arguments  which  have  hereto- 
fore convinced  the  understandings  of  the  people,  and 
of  their  representatives.  Some  interest,  however,  may 
be  excited,  by  facts  recently  ascertained  in  our  own 
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couiitiy,  on  wliicli  a  judgrnent  can  be  formed  of  the 
amount  of  income  to  be  derived  from  tolls.  The  com- 
mittee are  aware  that  tlie  vast  sumsinvested in  turnpike 
stock  have  been  unproductive,  and  that  the  receipts 
g-enerally  have  been  consumed  by  repairs.  -  Such,  how- 
ever, wilt  not  be  tiie  result  of  the  canal  system. 

Tlie  tonnage  conveyed  on  the  Schuylkill  canal,  with- 
in tlie  last  year,  v/as  105,463  tons,  and  the  tolls  and  wa- 
ter rents  amounted  to  nearly  100,000  dollars.  This  work 
has  but  recently  been  finished,  and  the  result  has  been 
thus  encourag-ing-,  althouo, li  its  benefical  influence  upon 
the  productive  industry  of  the  country,  is  as  yet  felt  in  a 
very  imperfect  dcg-ree.  Tlie  Union  Canal  is  also  full  of 
liromise,  althoug-h  it  will  not  be  completed  until  the  en- 
suing-spring'. The  delay  m.ay  be  ascribed  to  the  diffi- 
culiy  of  caT)-3-ing' canals  across  a  dividing'  ridge,  which 
no  v.-here  exists  on  the  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal. 
An  imperfect  navigation,  however,  existed  for  a  few 
months  during  the  last  yeal-,  and  such  is  the  creative 
power  of  a  canal  upon  our  industrious  population  and 
fine  country,  that  w-ith  a  few  boats  18,000  tons  were 
passed,  and  the  tolls  paid  amounted  to  §26,000.  The 
Lehigh  navig"ation  was  interrupted  during  a  great  part 
of  the  past  season,  by  the  construction  of  works  for  se- 
curing an  ascending-  navigation;  the  companj',  however, 
were  enabled  to.  bring  from  the  mines  33,150  tons  of 
coal.  The  Erie  and  Gliamplain  canals  have  been  finish- 
ed but  a  short  time,  and  the  tolls  paid  into  the  N.  York 
treasury,  already  amount  to  more  than  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Last  year  there  was  a  failure  of  the  crop  of 
wheat,  which  forms  the  great  staple  of  that  state,  the 
tolls  neverlheless  vvere  833,000  dollars.  -  This  sum  with 
a  sufficient  permanent  allowance  for- superintendance 
and  repairs,  is  adeqvate  to  paying'  the"  interest  oa  the 
cost  of  the  works,  and  leaves  a  large  sum  to  be  applied 
to  the  extinction  of  the  debt. 

If  silch  are  the  happy  results  of  the  works  of  improve- 
ment above  alluded  to,  wh.it  may  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected after  the  completion  of  the  Penjisylvania  canal? 
■\Vheat  will  be  as  abundantly  raised  in  our  state  as  in  N._ 
York,  but  coal  and  iron  will  be  the  great 'st.aplcs,  and 
they  constitute  in  all  countries  the  most  valuable  ton- 
nage for  canals. 

It  cannot  reasonably  be  apprehended  that  anj'  diffi- 
culty will  exist  in  procuring  all  the  money  on  loan.— 
The  dividends  on  bridge  and  turnpike  stocks,  the  col- 
lateral inheritance  tax,  and  a  portion  of  the  auction  du-' 
ties  are  already  set  apart  as  a  fund  for  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  interest.  All  the  tolls  arising  from  the  ca- 
nals and  rail  roads  are  pledged,  and  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  tolls  which  will  spring  fiom  the  streams 
of  inland  trade,  by  the  fact,  that  the  contractor  for  the 
great  dam  on  the.  Kiskeminilas,  who  has  finished  his 
work,  and  who  is  a  responsible  man,  oflisrs  by  petition 
to  pay  10,000  dollars,  for  the  privilege  of  navigating 
four  boats,  toll  free,  for  half  a  year,  from  Blairsville  to 
Pittsburg.  The  Lehigh  Navigation  and  Coal  Company, 
also  in  their  official  report,  state  the  interesting  fact,  that 
tonnage  is  ah'eady  waiting  on  the  Lehigh,  sufficient  at  a 
moderate  rate  of  toll  to  produce  a  handsome  iricome  to 
the  state,  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 

-  It  may  truly  be  observed,  that  each  successive  year 
developes  new  views  in  relation  to  the  rich  treasui^e 
Pennsylvania  has  in  coal.  A  recent  memorial  from  tlie 
Lyceum  of  N.atural  History  in  New  York  states  the 
amount  paid  within  one  year  for  fuel  for  domestic  pur- 
poses and  steam  boats  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at 
^,400,000  dolls.  Governor  Clinton,  in  his  last  official 
message  remarks,  that  New  York  is  compelled  to  resort 
to  the  coal  of  Pennsylvania;  and  he  says  the  quantity 
which  will  be  wanted  for  that  state,  is  estimated  at  two 
millions  of  tons.  It  has  now  become  obvious  that  coal 
will  constitute  the  chief  article  of  fuel,  not  only  in  the 
city  and  state  of  New  York,  but  in  many  parts  of  all  the 
states  on  the  seaboard,  t^oal  has  become  an  object  of 
vast  national  importance,  and  it  will  soon  be  a  part  of 


the  public  policy  of  many  states  of  the  union,  to  facili- 
tate the  means  of  procuring  it  from  the  mines  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  legislature  of  Delaware  but  a  few  days 
ago,  incorporated  a  compan}'  for  the  object,  as  stated  in 
the  law,  "to  furnish  a  cheap  supplj'  of  mineral  coal  to 
the  manufacturers  and  people  of  the  state,  to  be  derived 
from  the  immense  stores  of  this  valu.able  material,  which 
abound  in  the  neighbouring  state  of  Pennsylvania."—^ 
Our  state  may  proudly  say,  that  the  boimty  of  nature 
has  made,  her  mountains  the  grand  repository  of  this 
precious  mineral,  and  also  of  iron;  and  everv  ton  which 
is  extracted  from  the  mines  will  be  tributary  to  her 
wealth  and  greatness,  and  will  aid  in  making  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  more  productive  in  tolls,  than  any  other 
canal  in  the  United  States.  -  ~ 

The  committee  would  dwell  with  emphasis  upon  the 
foi  •egoing  considerations,  becau'-ie  they  show  the  reve- 
nue the  canals  will .  produce,  and  the  security  the  pub- 
lic creditor  will  have,  that  his  interest  will  be  paid  and 
his  capital  refunded,  and  the  right  Pennsylvania  has  to 
expect,  that  the  loan  will  be,  taken  either  at  home  or 
abroad  upon. favourable  terms.- 

The  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  state,  in  their 
report  made  a  few  days  ago,  that  by  transferring  the  es- 
timated balance,  which  will  be  in  the  treasury  in  1830, 
to  the  canal  fund,  there  will  be  a  sufficiency,  after  de- 
fraying all  the  ordinary  expenses,  to  meet  the  interest  of 
the  present  debt,  together  with  the  interest  which  will 
be  incident  to. the  new  loan  now  proposed,  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  It  has  been  suggested,  that  to  satisfy 
the  prudent  and  the  timid,  it  may.  be  expedient  toes- 
tablish  some  additional  sources  of  revenue,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee of  the  llouse.  Put  it  does  not  appear/ that  there 
is  reasonable  grpund  for  believing,  that  any  additional 
taxation  will  be  neccssar}'. 

Public  credit  rests  upon  a  sure  basis  in  Pennsylvania. 
Whei'c  is  the  state  possessing  more  resources  or  more 
integrity.'  Oiir  riches  in  the  products  of  the  soil  and 
the  mines,  and  in  the  acr|uisltions  of.personal  property, 
are  almost 'untouched  for  state  purposes. .  Practical 
schemes  of  finance  can  never  be  wanting,  and  the  pub- 
lic faith  will  be  plcdg'ed  to  establish  sufficient  revenue.. 
The  ability  and  patriotism  of  the  people  no  man  can 
doubt,  and  awise  government  v.'ill  never  sacrifice  its 
character  for  punctuality  and  good  faith.  It  is  believed 
that  measures  may  be  resorted  to  for  facilitating,  the 
s;ale  and  transfer  of  stock,  and  steps  taken  for  sending 
stock  to  Europe,  and  that  it  may  there  be  sold  to  advan- 
tage. T  he  committee  believe,  that  in  the  pursuit  of 
this  object,  the  state  may  be  assisted  by  some  of  the  ex- 
isting'banks;  and  that  both  patriotism  and  interest  will 
prompt  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  or  other  banks,  to  al- 
ford  facilities  to  the  government  in  obtaining  pecuniary 
aid. 

In  the  contemplation  of  the  financial  situation  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  committee  cannot  overlook  the  fact, 
that  from  the  national  treasury,  which  is  the  common 
property  of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States,  five  mil- 
lions mig'ht  annually  be  distributed  among  the  states, 
without  embarrassing  the  national  finances,  or  prevent- 
ing tlie  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  or 
interfering  with  any  expedient  or  just  operation  of  the 
n.ationat  government.  It  is  believed  that  after  the  lapse 
of  a  few  years  tlie  annual  distribution  may  be  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The, first  me.iiti<nied  sum  would  entitle 
Pennsylvania  to  600,000  dollars,  or  the  interest  on 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  'I'he  last  mentioned  sum 
vvould  give  the  interest  on  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. A  bill  for  the-  accomphshment  of  this  object  is 
now  pending  before  the  national  legislature,  and  the 
house  has  requested  our  representatives  in  Congress  to 
promote  its  adoption.  The  committee  do  not  allude 
to  this  financial  resource  as  of  certain  reliance;  but  in 
conjunction  with  the  funds  already  set  apart,  and  the 
sure  receipt  of  ample  tolls,  it  holds  out  the  cheering 
prospect  that  tbe  noblest  monument  of  genius  and 
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power  may  be  accompiislied,  and  tb.e  ])ubl!C  eng'ag'e- 
tr.ents  be  met,  and  tbe  hig-h  character  of  Pennsylvania 
for  good  faith  be  maintained,  without  additional  taxa- 
tion, and  with  the  certainty  that  whatever  is  reg'arded  as  I 
odious  m  our  financial  system,  may  soon  be  expunged. 

It  is  believed  that  the  sale  of  water  power  along-  the 
line  of  canal  will  soon  become  a  financial  resource  of 
some  importance,  and  that  legal  provisions  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  Tlils, 
with  other  interesting  mattei-s  under  consideration,  and 
embracing  some  objects  of  improvement,  will  constitute 
the  subject  of  another  report. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  will  remark,  that  the 
genius  of  V.'illiam  Fenn  recognised  the  policy  of  navi- 
gable communications  in  Pennsylvania  more  than  half  a 
century  before  a  canal  was  constructed  in  his  native 
country;  and  our  predecessors,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  which  he  planted,  were  the  first  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  famil}-  who  run  a  level  or  measured 
waters,  with  a  view  to  canal  pavigation.  It  has  now 
become  our  imperative  obligation  to  keep  pace  with 
the  march  of  human  improvement-  ^  All  the  states 
•  around  us  are  active  And  circumspect,  and  seeking  not 
only  to  unfold  their  own  riches,  but  to  attract  to  their 
own  territory  the  commerce'of  the  western  states. — 
There  is  ar  necessity  of  exertion,  if  we  are  to  keep  our 
relative  position  in  tlie  confederacy,  or  to  be  lifted  to 
the  high  station  within  our  reach.  Our  state  is  the  centre 
of  the  United  States,  and  distinguished  above  all  others 
for  its  mineral  wealth.  It  has  the  tide  of  the  Delaware 
on  the  east,  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  of  the  lakes  on 
the  west,  and  is  blessed  with  benignant  skies-and  a  pro-- 
lific  soil.  Under  the  influence "  of  a  wise  legislation, 
mental  and  ph)'sical  improvemeiit  will  advance  hand  in 
hand.  The  riches  of  the  soil,  and  of  the  mines^and  of 
the  mind,  will  be  fully  explored  And  developed,  and 
Pennsylvania  will  be  the  fairest  portion,  of  our  happy 
country. 


REPOIiT  Ori  LICENCES^  "  .'  V-  - 

Mr.  Sullivan,  from  the  committee  on \vice  and' im- 
morality, to  whom  was.referred  the  memoxial  of  a  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Districts  of  Kensington, 
in  the  countj'  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  some  further 
enactment  .to  check  the  intemperate  use_  of  ardent 

spirits.    ,      ~  BEPOB.T: 

.That  they  are  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the- 
proposition,  and  highly  appreciate .  the-  motives  of 
the  memorialists.  The  committee  Would  premise,-  that 
the  enforcement  of  laws  against  vice  and  immoi'alit}',  _ 
depends  principally  on  the  vimie,~jiiorality, ■good  sense 
and  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  such 
qualities. v.'ill  not  only  be  productive  of-  efficient,  zeal- 
ous and  conscientious  ministers  of  the  Jaw,  but  v.  ill  af- 
ford ample  support  in  tlieir  due  execution;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  tliese  requisites  may  be  wanting,  .so,  in  pro- 
portion, will  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and 
immorality  be  comparatively  a  dead  letter.- 

The  memorialists  are  understood  to  recommend  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  licensed  houses  for  re^ 
tailing  spirituous  liquors.  Tliat  the  number  of  -these 
-houses  is  much  greater  than  is  necessary  there  is  no 
doubt;  but  it  is  believed  tliat  no^  equable  or  proper  re- 
duction could  be  made  by  direct  legislative  enactment 
-  — this  is  already  committed  to  the  discretion  of  the 
courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  several  counties — thev 
have  full  power  to  reduce  the  number,  and  on  them 
rests  a  high  responsibility  in  the  exercise  of  this  discre- 
tion. It  certainly  is  the  duty  of  the  court,-  not 
only  to  inquire  into  the  character  of  an  applicant, 
but  whether  the  public  welfare,  and  the  _  legitimate 
and  -proper  objects  of  public  houses  will  be  pro- 
moted by  [granting  additional  licences,  and  wheth- 
er A  renewal  of  those  already  granted  would  be 
justified  by  the  existing  circumstances  of  a  town  or 
neighborhood.    Yet,  although  the  uhimate  responsibil- 


ity remains  with  the  court,  those  citizens  in  the  vicinity 
who  recommended,  when  an  increase  or  continuance  is 
unnecessary  or  demoralizing-,  ought  to  bear  a  fall  share 
of  censure.  Indeed,  it  is  I'aiv  to  presume,  that  the 
courts  are  often  misled  by  such  recommendations. 

It  has  been  alleged  in  favour  of  an  increase  of  tavern 
licences;  that  it  adds  to  the  revenue  of  the  slate,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  refused.  The  same  argument 
would  apply  to  the  licensing  of  gixmbling  houses,  horse 
racing,  &c.  which,  thanks  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  do  not,  as  in  some  other  governments, 
receive  the  sanction  of  law  for  the  sake  of  gain  to  the 
treasury. 

The  memorialists  suggest,  "that  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  causes  of  intemperance,  would  itself  con-  - 
tribute  not  a  little  towards  the  an-esting  of  this  growing 
evil."  Although  investigation  .would  be  a  task  far  a- 
bove  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  and  which,  were 
they  competent  to  the  undertaking,  would  swell  this  re- 
port beyond  reasonable  limits,  they  will,  however, 
notice  some  causes,, in  addition  to  the  remarks  on  tavern 
licences,  Avhich,  being  connected  with  our  political  in- 
stitutions, come  within  the  purview  of  legislation. 

So  careful  were  the  legislature  to  preserve  the  rights 
of  sufterage.  from  any  improper  influence,-  that  they 
have  annexed  the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment  for 
giving  drink  to  voters  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
votes.  This  law,  though  seldom  or  never  violated,  the 
committee  regret  to  say,  is  evaded  to  an -alarming  ex- 
tent! Custom,  which  exercises  unlimited  tvrann)'  over 
thfe  minds  and  actions  of  men,  seems  to  have^decreed 
that  unless  a  candidate  treats  liieraUy,  he  is  penurious 
and  unworthy  of  public  favour — the  scene  of  administer- 
ing strong  drink  commences  with  the  canvass,  and  is 
cai-ried  on  up' to  the  time  and  place  of  election,  and 
even  there,  force  is  opposed  to  force  through  the  agen- 
cy of  ardentspirits — there  the  so'.emn<lecision,  on  which 
depends  fhe-welfave  and  prosperity  of  the  state  or  dis- 
trict, are  made  amidst  this  baneful  influence. 

Tlie  committee  reluctantl}-  use  this  plain  language, 
but  as  the  subject  referred  to  them  naturally  leads  to  the 
above  remarks  thej'  cannot  think  they  have  tnm.=gres- 
sed  their  duty — they,  hoT;\'ever,  have  the  consolation  of 
believing  thatn.  large  majority  of  our  citizens  disapprove 
of  the  practice  before  noticetl,  and  would  c;dl  on  the 
memorialists,  and  all  good  men  in  the  state  to  stamp 
such  an  abuse  with  their  marked  disapprobation.  They 
have  it  in  their  power — it  can  be  done  in  a  waj'  which 
will  not  be  misunderstood,  and  which  will  be  attended 
by  a  salutarj'  effect. 

.  Jlilitary  parades  conduce  not  a  little  to  the  intemper- 
ate use  of  ardent  spirits:  and  notvv  ithstanding  the  law- 
has  an  eye  to  the  evil,  in  prohibiting  the  erection  of 
booths  or  stands  for  the  sale  of  liquors  within  a  covenient 
distance  from  the  fie'd,  yet  they  are  commonly  provid- 
ed or  obtained  in  profusion  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and 
thus  the  object  of  the  prohibition  is  almost  entirely  de- 
feated. This  abuse  is  attributable  to  nearly  the  same 
causes  as  in  the  case  of  elections,  and  to  it  may  be  ap- 
plied the  same  correction. 

The  committee  pass  over  national  celebrations,  polit- 
ical entertainments,  Sec.  these,  from  the  accompaniment 
of  drinking  toasts  and  sentiments,  are  perverted  from 
their  original  intention  and  often  result  in  scenes  of  dis- 
sipation. The  checks,  to  intem.perance  in  these,  togeth- 
er with  meetings  for  various  purposes,  must  be  left  to 
the  laudable  efforts  of  societies  and  individuals,  with 
the  confident  expectation,  that  all  good  citizens  will 
give  their  aid  in  suppressing  this  growing  evil  which 
tln-eatens  to  become  a  heavy  curse  on  our  country. 

From  these  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  memorial, 
and  fi-om  a  careful  examination  of  the  laws  against  vice 
and  immoral;  ty,it  may  be  seen,that  it  isuseless  to  rrmltiply 
laws  on  the  subject,  while  those  already  in  existence  are 
but  partialh  executed  or  totally  neglected.  It  would 
be  a  vain  and  deceptive  profession  of  oiu- faith  unattend- 
ed by  a  correspondent  practice.    It  would,  indeed,  like 
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the  ancient  Pharisees.be  making'  broad  our  phylacteries, 
wliile  we  neglect  the  vvliolesome  precepts  of  the  laws; 

;  while  we  disregard  the  paternal  and  afFectionale  admo- 
nition of  our  Washing-ton  and  other  sag-es  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  above  all  while  we  pass  over,  unheeded,  the 
injunctions  of  the  religion  which  we  all  profess. 

Let  the  memorialists — let  every  one,  whatever  may  be 
their  situation  or  condition, look  to  the  motto  of  Pennsyl- 

'  vania:  the  soldier  may  see  it  on  liis  colours — the  citizen 
may  often  see  it  on  his  furniture  and  eciuipag-e,  the  first 
word  is  ViHue — this  is  the  grand  foundation  of  our  po- 
litical fabric — if  the  foundation  be  unsound,  the  super- 
structure of  Z/ier^y  Independence  will  have  but  a 
precarious  support. 


F-LEVENTH  ANIVUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools,  of  the  First 
School  District  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,-  with  their 
accounts. 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  an  Act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  passed  the  tliird  of  March,  1818,  the  Con- 
trollers of  the  Public  Schools,  for  the  First  School  Dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  submit  llicir  Eleventh 
Annual  Report — 

Four  tliousand  two  hundrtd  and  ninety-seven  pupils 
attend  the  following  schools,  viz: 

Bot/s. 

Model  School,  348 
Locust  street,  \-  300 
Northern  Liberties,  352 
Kensington,  212 
Southwark,  •,  366 
Moyamensing,         .  .  204 

Spring  Garden,  "  ;     90  ■ 

Northwestern,  ,         ~  f,9 

South  AVestern,  94 
Lombard  Street,  coloured,  251 

'  ■   ■       •  2306 


In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  branches.  Grammar 
and  Geography  are  taught,  and  the  girls  are  instructed 
in  Sewing,  Knitting,  and  marking  on  canvass. 

The  wliole  number  of  pupils  are  thus  distributed: — 

In  the  Model  School,  Chester  street 
First  Section,  City  of  Philadelphia 
Second  Section,  Northern  Liberties  and  Ken- 
sington 

Third  and  Ninth  Sections,    Southwark  and 

Moyamensing 
Fourth  Section,  Spring  Garden  ... 


Total 


550 
1452 

1067 

logo 

138 
4297 


Girls. 

Totals, 

202 

550 

250 

550 

292 

644 

211 

•  423 

303 

669 

2ir 

421 

.  '48.-  -• 

138 

76 

165 

91 

185 

301 

552 

1991 

4297 

Besides  those  who  belong  to  the  Alphabet  and  Spel- 
ling Sections,  and  those  who  are  beginning  to  write  on 
slate.s,  the  classes  are  arranged  as  follows; 


Schools. 
Model— 


Rcadi, 


TVriting 
on  paper. 


Jlrilli- 
metic. 


Boys,      •  • 

265 

94. 

184 

Girls,     ;  ,1  .. 

1^0 

,  70  • 

100 

Locust  street —    ""'  ....  _ 

Boys, 

223  - 

••  100  .■ 

223 

Girls,  / 

160 

.  108 

Northern  Liberties —    ■'■  i.  ■ 

Boys, 

210- 

-  ^  '  SS  ■ 

124 

..    _      Girls,  ■, 

i£7 

96 

132 

Kensington —      '  v  ,■    ■  . 

Boys,     .;  • 

.  .118 

;        74  ' 

118 

Girls,    -       .  . - 

114 

>14  ' 

114 

Southwark — 

Boys,     .  .  ;  v;> 

■  . 

149',. 

161 

Girls,  , 

168 

,-.95;.  -- 

60 

Moyamensing —      ;  :    ■  - 

•Bojs,      ■:        .  :■  .-^ 

92  .  . 

109 

Girls,    ■   .  . 

129- 

'75 

108 

Spring  Garden —  ..  .  . 

Boys,  -  ''- 

16. 

29 

Girls,               ,  . . . 

10  ^ 

14 

North  Western —        -  .  -v  .. 

Boys,     /,   .-,   .  • 

61 

15 

32 

Girls, 

50 

8 

18 

South  Western —  ■ 

,             Boys,     '  ..  ;  ■  :■. 

.  67- 

16 

32 

Girls,       ;  . 

75  ■ 

.,  -20 

44 

Lombard  Street,  coloured — 

Boys, 

140 

38 

105 

i;r    .  Girls, 

119 

45 

125 

2605 


1215 


1940 


In  the  country  part  of  tlie  district  seven  hundred  a.nd 
sixty  children  have  been  taught,  .ind  with  those  instruct- 
ed on  the  Lancasterian  plan,  make  the  whole  number 
educated  at  the  public  expense  during  the  official  year, 
Five  thousand  and  fifty-seven. 

During  eleven  years,  the  period  of  the  operation  of 
the  present  law,  thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ffty-three  children,  have  partaken  of  the  benefits  of  edu- 
cation, under  the  liberal  patronage  of  this  efficient  and 
economical  system. 

I'rom  the  annexed  accounts,  examined  by  the  audi- 
tors, it  will  appear  that  the  Controllers  have  drawn  or- 
ders upon  the  County  Treasurer  for  thirty  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents 
— of  which  sum,  sixteen  thousand  and  eleven  dollars 
and  .sixty-four  cents  is  chargeable  to  the  support  of 
Lancasterian  Schools,  six  thou.sand  five  hundred  and 
forty-one  dollars  and  fiftj'-one  cents  to  real  estate  and 
school  furniture,  and  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  to  education  in  the 
County  Section.s. 

Authority  was  given,  and  provision  made  at  the 
commencement  of  the  la.st  year,  to  enable  the  Directors 
of  the  fourth  Section  to  purcliase  a  site  and  erect  a 
School  House.  It  is  understood  that  they  have  pro- 
cured a  lot  in  a  convenient  situation,  and  that  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  for  building  early  the  ensuing^ 
spring. 

The  principal  of  the  Boys'  Model  School  has  compiled 
an. Epitome  of  Geography,  especially  adapted  to  Semi- 
naries of  mutual  in.5truction,  the  publication  of  which 
the  Controllers  encouraged,  and  have  supplied  each 
School  in  the  district  with  the  requisite  number  of  co- 
pies. 

Several  persons  of  both  sexes,  have  recently  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
the  Lancasterian  plan  of  instruction,  by  attending  the 
Model  and  other  Schools,  and  some  of  the  individuals 
thus  qualified,  are  candidates  for  employment  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  many  of  the  interior  counties  of  which,  an 
increased  degree  of  attention  has  lately  been  manifest- 
ed, for  providing  the  means  of  elementary  instruction 
to  a  large  number  of  Youths  now  destitute  of  that 
blessing. 

The  power  given  to  the  Controllers  by  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature,  to  establish  schools  for  the 
instruction  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  has  not 
yet  been  employed.  That  object  has  nevertheless 
Claimed  their  notice,  and  the  most  respectful  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  communications  of  several  societies 
formed  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
support  of  Infant  schools,  asking  pecuniary  aid  towards 
the  institutions  which  are  conducted  by  them  with 
great  benevolence  and  success. 

In  what  manner  this  confessedly  important  concern 
should  be  disposed  of,  the  Controllers  do  not  yet  feci 
themselves  fully  qualified  to  determine.  Whether 
annual  contributions  ought  to  be  made  from  the  public 
treasury,  to  assist  the  means  now  derived  from  indivi- 
dual beneficence,  so  that  the  charitable  ladies  who  go- 
vern those  schools,  may  not  be  cmbarras.sed  in  their 
operations  for  want  of  funds — whether  establishments 
ought  to  be  provided  for  this  class  of  children  entirely 
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under  the  direction  of  Ibe  Controllers,  or  whether  it 
■will  be  judicious  ta  increase  the  already  liberal  expendi- 
ture for  free  education — are  questions  demanding- fui-- 
ther  grave  and  patient  reflection.  The  Controllers 
cannot  however  take  leave  of  the  subject  without  ac- 
knowledging' the  deep  feeling  which  an  inspection  of 
the  Infant  Schools,  is  sure  to  produce  in  every  generous 
mind.  The  excellent  instruction  imparted — the  aston- 
ishing proficiency  of  the  pupils,  in  what  is  taught,  and 
the  happiness  which  reigns  among  the  children,  are 
powerful  recommendations  to  the  adoption  of  this  novel 
mode  of  captivating  the  attention — developing  the  intel- 
lect, and  laying  the  great  foundations  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious truth  at  the  very  dawn  of  life. 

Notwithstanding  the  ample  opportunities  which  are 
furnisTied  for  conferring  the  rudiments  of  learning  upon 
the  indigent  youth  of  this  part  of  the  state,  tlie  Control- 
lers regret  that  the  wise  and  generous  purpose  which 
seeks  the  education  and  welfare  of  every  individual  of 
that  description,  is  not  accomphshed.  Many  children, 
wholly  neglected,  wander  as  they  list,  practising  decep- 
tive arts  of  various  kinds,  and  uot  unfrequently  reach 
our  prisons,  where,  by  association  with  skilful  criminals, 
their  ruin  is  completed.  Hundreds  of  others  are  em- 
ployed merely  with  reference  to  their  physical  value. 
Surely  no  private  g"ains,  however  large,  can  recompense 
the  commonwealth  for  the  miseries  and  mischiefs  which 
flow  from  this  source.  Cupidity,  with  its  attendant  op- 
pression, is  indeed  powerful  and  fearful,  when  it  ren- 
ders its  subjects  at  once  dependent  and  depraved. 
'  The  Controllers,  as  guarcians  of  the  class  of  yoimg 
persons  wliom  the  law  designs  to  train  in  virtuous  ha- 
bits, once  more  invoke  the  attention  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, to  this  momentous  subject.  They  are  convinc- 
ed, that  if  it  be  duly  examined,  it  will  ensure  energetic 
legislation  adequate  to  the  correction  of  existing  abuses. 
To  promote  the  intellectual  elevation  of  the  indigent 
part  of  the  rising  generation,  is  an  essential  and  par- 
mount  duty  of  those  for  whom  they  labour  in  any  branch 
of  business^  and  such  improvement  is  the  only  protec- 
tion against  servility,  the  most  debasing  form  of  evil 
that  can  befel  humanity,  or  afflict  the  state. 

Useful  school  learning,  universally  bestowed,  corn- 
hined  with  moi-al  culture,  and  the  inculcation  of  those 
principles  of  restraint  Vi/hich  are  founded  upon  a  rever- 
ence of  the  Creator,  and  the  truths  of  ("hristianity,  con- 
\stitute  the  bulwark  of  ourfree  institutions,  and  whatev- 
er may  contribute  to  impair,  or  prostrate  this  best  de- 
fence, ought  to  be  regarded  as  hostile  to  the  public  lib- 
erty, and  peace. 

(>n  behalf  of  the  Controllers, 

ROBERTS  VAUX,  President.  ^ 

Attested, 

T.  M.  Pettit,  Secretary. 
Chamber  of  the  Controllers,  2  mo.  (Feb.)  25, 1829. 

TO  THE  JUBGES  OF  THE   COtTET  OF  COMMOn  PLEAS. 

The  Auditors  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  appointed 
under  the  provision  of  an  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1818,  to  provide  for  the  education 
of  poor  children  within  the  City  and  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  examine  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Control- 
lers and  Directors  of  the  Public  Schools,  within  the 
said  District,  Respectfullt  State — 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  said  accounts, 
and  compare  them  with  the  vouchers  produced  in  sup- 
port thereof,  and  submit  the  following  statement,  show- 
mg  a  detailed  account  of  their  i-eceipts  and  disburse- 
ments. 

In  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  Controllers,  the 
Auditors  report,  that  from  the  1st.  day,  of  January,  1828, 
to  the  31st.  of  December,  same  year,  they  drew  orders 
on  the  Treasurer  of  the  County,  agreeably  to  an  Act  of 
the  Legislature,  passed  the  23d.  of  January,  1821,  au- 
thorizing the  same,  amounting  to  $)30, 173  95 

The  whole  of  which  is  charg- 
ed as  follows; — 

Vol,  III  20 


Model  School,  Chester  street. 

Teachers'  salaries,  stationary, 
fuel,  &c.  .... 

First  Section,  comprehending 
the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Teachers'  salaries,  stationary, 
fuel,  rent.  Sec       -       .  . 

School  Furniture, 

Real  Estate,new  school  house, 
corner  of  12th,  and  Locust  sts. 

Second  Section,  comprehend- 
ing part  of  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties. 

Teachers'  salaries,  stationary, 
fuel,  &c.       -       -       -    .  .- 
Real  Estate,      -       -  - 

Third  Section,  comprehend- 
ing South  wark. 

Teachers'  salaries,  fuel,statioii- 
ary,  ground  rent,  &c.       -.  ,  - 

School  Furniture,       - '  - 

Real  Estate, 

Fourth  Section,  comprehend- 
ing Penn  Township. 

'J'eachers'  salary,  fuel,  station- 
ary, rent  of  school  house,  &c. 

Ninth  Section,  comprehend- 
ing Moyamensing. 

Teachers'  salaries,  rent,  &c. 

General  expenses.  ' 

Paid  salary  of  Secretary,books, 
advertising,  and  other  incidental 
expenses,       -    •        .  -  '  ~-- = 


2,15i  13 


§5,184  99 
325  98 

5,884  13 


11,395  10 


2,646  83 
56  65 


2,7-03  48 


2,290  43 
91  81 
182  94 


-    2,565  17 

745  50 
2,095  70 

894  01 
§22,553  15 


The  Auditors  further  report,  that  under 

the  provision  of  tlie  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  ■ 
the  2d.  of  January,  1821,  placing  the  whole 
of  the  School  Sections  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Controllers,  they  examined 
the  Accounts  ofthe  Directors  of  the  2d.  4th. 
5th.  6th.  7th.  and  Sth.  Sections  and  com- 
pared them  y/ith  the  vouchers  produced  in 
support  thereof. 
They  find,  that  for  the  directors 

of  the  second  section,  for  that    '     ■  - 
part  ofthe  Northern  Liberties  ■ 
and  Kensington,  not  compris- 
ed in  the  Lancasterian  Sys- 
tem, the  Controllers  drew  or- 
ders for       -       -       -       -    SI, 076  23 
The  directors  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, for  that  part  of  Penn 
Township  not  comprised  in 
the  Lancasterian  System,  the 
Controllers  drew  orders  for  693  02 

The  directors  of  the  fifth  section, 
comprising  the  Townships  of 
Oxford,  Lower  Dublin,  By- 
berry  and  Moreland,  the  Con- 
trollers drew  orders  for  1,195  87 
The  directors  of  tlie  sixth  sec- 
tion, comprising  the  Town- 
ships of  Germantown,  Roxbo- 
rough  and  Bristol,  the  Control- 
lers drew  orders  for  -  2,952  82 
The  directors  of  the  seventh  sec- 
tion, comprising  the  townships 
of  Blockley  and  Kingsessing, 
the  Controllers  drew  orders 
for  -  -  .  -  -  1,190  15 
The  directors  of  the  eight  section 

compribing  the  Township  of  . 
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Passyutik,    the  Controllers 

drew  orders  for       -  ■     -  512  71 


7,629  80 
S30,173  95 


EECiPITLLATION. 

Amount  of  orders  drawn  by  Con- 
trollers,      -  -    -       -  30,173  95 

Old  orders,  outstanding  Decem- 
ber 31,  1827,  and  paid  in  1828,      283  24 

Of  wliich  paid  by  Controllers' 
orders,  drawn  on  the  Treasur- 
er,       -        -        -  -  ■ 

I^eaving-  a  balance  of  Controllers'      ' ; 
orders  outstanding' and  unpaid 
December  31,  1838,     .  -  •  ,  , - 


30,298  76 


158  43 


530,173  19  30,457  19 


-"        •  .  r-       ■  JOSEPH  BOCKIUS, 

'     '  SAM.  M.  SOLOMON. 

Auditors  of  the  County. 
Philadelphia,  February  25,  1829. 
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We  are  ag'ain  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  the  late 
Dr.  Logan's  family  for  several  documents  relatingtothe 
early  history  of  this  state — of  which  V(fe  now  commence 
the  publication  with  the  following  letter  from 

THE  COUHCIL  TO  HANNAH  PENN. 

Philad'a,  8,  8mo.  1715. 

HimoUred  ffriend: 

ftinding  ourselves  obliged  from  the  melancholy 
circumstances  we  perceiveour  Proprietor  stille  labours 
under  to  exert  our  best  endeavours  for  his  and  the' 
Countrys  benefit,  now  when  he  is  rendered  so  far  inca- 
pable of  applying  his  own  thouglits  to  them  as  formerly. 
We  gave  an  account  in  our  Letter  of  the  11th  of  6mo 
last*  pr.  J.  Annis,  directed  to  himself,  (W.  P.)  of  the 
measures  we  had  taken,  and  the  Instances  we  had  made 
for  the  more  full  establishment  of  g  ood  order  and  Peace 
in  this  Government  here.  delivering  with  a  necessary 
ftVeedom,  our  sentiments  of  our  present  Lt.  Gov'rs  Con- 
duct in  his  administration. — nor  liave  our  further  solici- 
tations since  that  time  been  wanting,  being  willing  to 
leave  no  expedient  unessayed  to  procure  so  great  a 
Blessing  as  Peace  and  a  good  understanding  among  the 
People. 

But  having  seen  some  Pai-agraphs  of  a  Letter  which 
I.Norrisvery  lately  received  tiomour  ffriend  and  fellow 
member  Thomas  Story,  we  were  not  a  little  surprised 
at  the  accounts  you  seem  to  have  there  of  our  affairs,  we 
were  absolute  Strangei's  to  the  occasion  of  the  Gov'rs 
Brother  going  over  further  than  that  sevei  al  of  us  have 
heard  the  Governor  alledge,  that  it  was  to  get  in  a  thou- 
sand pounds  he  was  to  receive  on  the  death  of  a  near 
Relation,  but  from  what  is  said  in  the  aforementioned 
Letter  there  is  room  to  suspect  it  was  on  some"  business 
of  a  different  import.— we  are  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  Provocations  hinted  at,  that  moved  the  Gover- 
'  nor's  Temper,  knowing-  nothing  of  any  opposition  that 
ever  was  made  to  him  or  any  disappointment  he  met 
with  but  what  was  entirely  owing  to  his  own  manage- 
ment with  assemblies  without  advising  with,  his  Coun- 
cil. Such  was  his  refusing  to  treat  with  that  of  the  Pro- 
vince in  1714.  and  his  attempting  to  call  a  new  one  di- 
rectly contrary  to  Law  and  the  Constitution,  for  which 
he  had  ordered  Writts  to  be  prepared  and  sent  to  the 
Great  seal,  but  happily  stopped  there  without  the  least 
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noise,  breath,  or  disturbance,  by  the  intei  position  of  the 
Cpmmiss'n  of  Property  who  were  keepers  of  that  Seal, 
nor  could  we  ever  hear  of  any  provocation  given  for  so 
rash  and  unadvised  a  resolution,  unless  he  was  disturb- 
ed  (wliich  some  affirmed)  at  the  Title  of  an  act  that  ap- 
peared in  the  Published  votes,  which  act,  notwithstand- 
ing he  has  since  thought  it  convenient  to  pass,  this  last 
sessions.  So  that  we  can  by  no  means  understand  what 
the  ill  usage  is  that  he  can  complain  of. 

As  to  the  divisions  in  new  castle  County,  we  think  it 
apparent  thut  he,  with  some  near  him  were  the  authors 
of  them  themselves  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1714.  Coll  French  stood  so  fair  with  him  that  he  put 
him  in  tlie  Commission  of  the  Peace  &c  for  that  County, 
but  his  Brother  in  law  Rd.  Birmingham,  whom  after  hi» 
arrival  he  thought  fitt  to  make  the  chief  Magistrate,  hav- 
ing with  an  uncommon  Rigour  committed  a  Constable 
to  the  Stocks  for  some  Behaviour  or  language  with 
.which  he  thought  fitt  to  be  dissatisfied,  the  Constable 
resolved  to  bring  a  civil  action  against  him.  The  writt 
was  brought  to  John  French  as  a  justice  to  sign  to  which 
by  his  oatli  he  was  indispensably  obliged  without  favour 
or  partiallity.  this  sow^d  the  first  seeds  that  vvc  have 
heard  of,  and  occasioned  the  sd.  Justices  being  turned 
out  of  Commission  and  afterwards  Binninghams  Bail 
Bond  being  ordered  to  be  assigned  over  by  tlie  Court, 
produced  the  same  effect  towards  the  rest  of  tlie  niag'is- 
trates,  who  for  that  judicial  act,  to  which  the  coui-se  of 
the  Law-obliged  them,  were  all  turned  out  together,  but 
by  a  most  extraordinary  method,  upon  which  the 
Country  was  left  for  the  space  of  about  six  weeks  with- 
out one  magistrate,  to  the  entire  failure  of  all  justice  in 
it.  nor  this  it. seems  sufficient,  but  tl'e  more  effec- 
tually to  stop  all  process  he,, with  his  own  hands,  as  it  is. 
affirmed,  broke  open  the  Clerks  office,  carried  off  all 
the  records  he  found  in  it,  and'  because  the  County  seal 
was  not  there,  he  issued  Writts  himself  under  his  pri- 
vate Seal,  and  particularly  one  against  the  said  Consta^- 
ble,  adjudging  him  to  pay  40  shillings,  or  to  be  sent  to. 
Prison,  tho'  on  what  pretence  we  have  not  yet  learned, 
these  actions,  with  some  others  of  a  like  kind,  and  the 
Governor  and  his  Brother  still  continuing  the  like  arbi- 
trary measures,  are  the  true  and  only  causes  of  the  Dis- 
orders of  that  County,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover them,  and  what  endeavours  we  on  6\\r  parts  have 
used  to  procure  a  Redtess  to  them  that  Peace  and  a  free 
enjoyment  of  their  Liberties  might  be  restored  to  at! 
the  Kings  subjects  here,  we  have,  (as  before  hinted) 
fully  represented  in  our  last  Letter  to  the  Proprietor,  of 
which  a  copy  accompanies  this,  but  how  vain  all  our  en-, 
deavors  have  proved,  and  how  little  is  to  be  expected 
for  the  future  from  this  Gentleman,  we,  with  a  very  deep 
Concern  for  the  trouble  it  must  necessarily  give  you, 
think  ourselves  indispensably  engaged  further  to  infornft 
thee. 

What  led  the  Governor  to  tresspass  on  his  Engage- 
ment to'us  in  refusing  to  grant  a  new  Commission  for 
New  Castle  as  he  had  promised  the  day  befoi-e,  we 
could  not  fully  understand,  altho  his  Brothers  arrival  in 
this  Town  the  same  day  gave  some  cause  of  Suspicion, 
but  it  soon  after  appear£d,  for  we  found  the  constables 
action  against  Birmingham  was  still  depending  and  was 
to  be  tried  the  following  Court  just  then  at  hand.  The 
Governor  accompanied  his  Brother  down  to  it,  and  to  let 
the  world  see  how  far  he  thought  himself  interested  in 
that  trifHing  afiair,he  himself  mounted  the  Bench  where 
his  Behaviour  was  such  as  is  not  fit  to  be  mentioned  of 
any  Person  who  bears  so  valuable  a  Commission;  but  for 
the  particulars,  as  vi'ell  of  that  as  the  rest  we  have  touch- 
ed upon  with  some  others  relating  to  that  County,  we 
must  desire  to  refer  to  a  late  Letter  directed  to  us  from 
divera  of  their  Inhabilapts  of  note,  who  were  made  sen- 
sible of  oar  endeavours  in  tlieir  behalf,  of  which  iho 
Vv-rote  in  some  parts  with  strong  resentments,  we  hear 
transmit  a  Copy,  and  shall  proceed  to  some  others  of  a 
still  fresher  date. 
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The  injtirv  done  by  Birming-ham  to  the  Constable  ap- 
pearing- (as  tis  said)  v'eiy  plain  to  the  jury,  tfa-ey  found  for 
the  Plaintiff,  vet  g-ave  him  only  5£  damages,  upon  which 
verdict  the  defendant  immediately  produced  a  writt  of 
error  from  his  Brother  to  remove  tlie  Cause  (tho  before 
Judgment,  as  is  affirmed  to  us)  into  the  Supreme  Court. 
Hereupon  some  were  doubtful  tliat  before  that  Ceart 
there  would  be  new  Judges  appointed,  but  these  were 
difficult  to  be  found.  The  Gov'r  however,  came  up  last 
week  with  his  Brother  to  procure  persons  from  hence 
to  trv  that  wrilt  of  Error,  and  applying  to  some  of  the 
mas-istrates  of  our  number,  they  thought  it  necessary 
rather  to  advise  him  to  persuade  the  Provincial  judges 
to  it;  these  were  accordingly  spoke  to,  but  this  afford- 
ing as  we  thought,  a  good  opportunity  of  treating  once 
more  with  the  Governor  on  these  unhappy  measures,  it 
was  so  ordered  that  the  rest  of  the  Councill  also  should 
meet  tlie  Governor  and  his  Brother  that  evening  to  con- 
sider of  it.    Their  Proposal  was  soon  made  appear  to  be 
very  absurd,  for  that  no  judgment  being  given,  a  Writt 
of  Error  could  not  take  place,  but  from  hence  occasion 
was  taken  to  represent  largely  to  the  Governor  what  un- 
happv  consequences  must  ensue,  from  such  animosities 
and  Resentments  taken  up  on  such  slender  and  incon- 
sidsrable  occasions,  how  much  it  would  be  to  the  Gov'rs 
Honour  &  interest  to  remove  the  cause  of  these  misun- 
derstandings to  use  a  regular  and  steady  adrain'stration, 
to  let  the  Law  have  its  free  course,  and  come  to  a  gene- 
ral reconcllliation  with  all  the  kings  subjects  under  his 
charge.    This  we  laboured  for  several  hours  in  the  most 
obliging  manner  we  could  use,  Engaging  if  he  would 
consent  to  it  to  take  the  matter  on  ourselves,  and  in  or- 
der to  it  would  accompany  him  to  New  castle  the  14th 
Instant,  the  daj-  on  which  the  Assembly'meets. 

The  last  proposal  of  attending  him  thither  seemed  to 
make  some  impression,  but  parting  late  that  night  with- 
out prevailing  on  the  Govern'r  to  come  to  any  fixed  de- 
termination, and  lie  having  mentioned  his  design  to  go 
down  the  next  day  with  his  Brother,  we  resolved  to  wait 
on  him  again  in  the  morning  to  dissuade  him,  if  possi- 
ble, from  going  thither  till  the  said  14  day,  but  to  let  the 
two  persons  to  be  chosen  in  tlwt  County  for  sheriff;  at- 
tend him  here  in  Philadelpliia,in  whidi  case  he"hoped  he 
might  more  easily  be  prevailed  on  to  leave  the  People 
to  their  free  choice,  and  the  enjoyment  of  their  Charter. 
But  in  vain!— he  was  resolutely  fixed,  and  went  accor- 
dingly. 

At  their  Election  Coll  French  was  ahnost  unanimous- 
ly elected  for  one,  and -Anthony  Houston  by  a  majority 
6f  voices,  for  the  other,  of  these  two  persons  we  have 
mentioned  to  be  presented  for  the  Sheriff'^  Office— But 
without  any  regard  to  this,  he  by  his  Commission  appoin- 
ted another,  whlcli  Commission  was  (as  we  suppose)  by 


his  Brother-ln-Law,  came  over.'    Yet  when  once  he  Is 
provoked  so  strong  and  Resolute  are  his  passions,  so  vio- 
lent his  Resentment  and  so  irreconclliable  his  temper 
that  no  Consideration  seems  sufficient  to  prevail  on  him 
to  open  his  eyes  even  to  his  own  profit,  and  He«ce  are 
the  oppressions  the  people  suffer  as  well  as  his  own  dis- 
appointments.   But  we  think  ourselves  more  particular- 
ly obliged  to  observe,  that  by  these  means  your  Inter- 
est, in  tiie  Lower  Counties  especially,  seems  to  be  in 
imminent  danger;  nor  is  it  only  owing  to  the  repeated 
hardships  he  throws  these  People  under,  from  whence 
it  is  to  be  expected  that  they,  finding  tlieir  application 
fruitless  may  endeavor  to  extricate  themselves  by  other 
means,  but  there  is  also  too  much  room  to  suspect  some 
further  designs:   Thy  Letter  to  the  Secretary  mentions 
his  Brothers  solicitations  for  renewing  his  approbation, 
ofwhich,  (excepting  from  tliese  Letters,)  we  have  oth- 
erwise never  heard  one  syllable,  and  the  same  Pcrsori' 
(hisBrother)  being  taxed  by  one  with  some  warmth  of 
being  the  fatal  Instrument  in  these  divisions,  lie  first  de- 
nied it,  but  afterwards,  before  several  of  us  added,  that 
he  had  been  once  in  England  to  make  things  appear  as 
they  were,  and  should  goe  again  next  spring  to  make 
them  yet  more  clear. — But  now  we  are  told  he  designs 
over  very  speedily.     These  voyages,  with  the  Gover- 
nors manifest  slight  of  the  Proprietors  power  in  those 
Counties,  give  such  umbrage  as  thi.t  we  cannot  but  be- 
lieve it  will  concern  you  both  fur  your  own  Interest  and 
the  Peace  of  this  Peoiile  to  think  on  speedy  measures 
before  it  may  prove  too  late. 

We  are  sensible  that  he  values  himself  upon  some 
ffrlends  at  home,  and  if  his  Letters  can  gain  Cre- 
dit it  is  very  probable  they  may  represent  our_ affairs  . 
very  different  from  what  any  impartial  hand  can  render 
them,  for  in  every  conversation  of  his  we  have  but  too 
many  Instances  of  this  particular  turn.  -   The  clearest^ 
matters  of  fact  are  denied,  Imaginations  that  never  had. 
being  but  in  his  own  thouglits  are  mentioned  as  certain 
Truths:  such  are  tlie  Plots  and  designs  that  he  belie\  es  . 
every  man  he  is  offended  with  has  against  him,  tho  they 
seem^ut  of  the  rt  ach  of  every  man's  understanding  but  . 
his  own     But  what  we  more  particularly  take  notice  of 
is,  his  late  custom  of  branding  those  he  setts  himself 
against  with  the  character  of  Jacobites,  socinians,  and^ 
enemies  to  the  King  and  whatever  else  he  thinks  pro- 
per, tho  excepting  that  it  is  his  pleasure,  no  man  that 
we  know  of  can  assign  any  reason  for  it.    Being  well  , 
assured  that  there  has  been  no  person  mentioned  to  him 
by  us  for  any  Commission,  but  who  are  free  to  take  all 
the  Oaths  and  Qtiahfications  the  Law  requires,  and  are 
well   affected   to   tlie    present    Establishment  and 
settlement   of  the   Crown.      But   that  this  method 
is  now  used  by  him  to  serve  a  purpose  and  in  hopes 


his  order  sent  into  the  Supreme  Court  sitting  there  two':  that  only,  is  more  than  probable  seeing  that  Ins  most  in- 
davsago,  to  be  published,  but  that  being  a  Court  of  Law  i  timate  Companions  since  his  arrival  in  the  V""^'^^ 
and  the  Commission  directly  against  our  Law,  the  !  have  been  particularly  noted  for.  their  disaffection  that 
Court  could  not  admit  it,  upon  which  he  thought  fitt  to  Lwaj,  and  as  'tis  commonly  affirmed  by  those  who  have 


fully  app 

matter  of  fact  only,  may  we  suppose,  make  it  sufR- 
ciently  clear  to  what  causes  those  disorders  are  ow- 
ing, but  also  what  endeavours  have  been  used  to  pre- 
vent them;  but  we  must  now  say  that  from  the  Experi- 
ence we  have  had  of  this  Gentleman  (tho  we  have  been 
very  unwilhng  to  express  ourselves  so  freely  before,  . 
whi'lst  the  least  appearance  of  hope  seemed  to  .  remain)  !  of  stigmatising^m 
we  believe  it  impossible  to  reduce  him  to  those  senti-  -i--*'-- 
nients  which  the  nature  of  Government  necessarily  re- 
quires, foraltho  no  Governor  might  live  more  happily 
or  easier  if  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  proper 
measures  for  his  own  Interest  and  Honour,  the  Country 
generally  expressing  a  v.-illingness  to  support  him,  of 
which  the  Grant  of  600£  by  our  Assjmbly  last  summer 
to  be  paid  him  this  Winter  is  an  Instance.  Tho  for  a 
longtime  he  appeared  easy,  being  conscious  as  we  be- 
lieved of  his  own  weakness,  till  that  unhappy  Instrument, 


the  Oaths,  yet  this  man  so  warmly  espouses  under  all 
his  Crimes  that  he  has  not  only  Granted  nollee  Proso- 
quius  to  the  three  Indictm's  against Tiliti but  by  support- 
ing him  on  all  occasions  has  in  a  Great  measure  kept  up  • 
the  unhappy  divisions  that  at  present  reign  among  the 
people  under  the  pretence  of  the  Church.  This  method 
of  stigmatising  men  with  such  Characters  as  he  thinks 
'  may  make  the  deepest  impressions  and  be  easiest  heard  . 
at  home  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  mention  because 
having  no  excuse  for  his  conduct,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  hopes  for  success  from  this  practice,  the  only 
method  that  seems  left  him,  by  which  the  most  inno- 
cent may  be  made  to  suffer  at  such  a  distance  where 
they  neither  are  known,  nor  can  know  what  is  alledged 
against  them,  as  for  our  parts,  as  we  have  always  used 
the  utmost  tenderness  and  caution  not  to  aggravate  hvs 
Resentments,  so  in  what  we  have  written  have  taken 
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care  to  advance  nothing  but  what  we  are  satisfied  is 
Truth,  and  it  would  be  an  ease  to  us  could  we  be  assu- 
red it  would  be'confronted  with  nothing  but  what  is 
equally  so,  which  notwithstanding  is  more  than  can  be 
expected,  for  we  know  by  large  experience  that  a 
jealousy  in  himself  however  groundless,  orthe  most  tri- 
IRing  story  from  tlie  meanest  hand,  weigh  more  with  him 
of  late  than  the  most  pressing  Instances  his  Council  can 
make  to  him,  so  a  very  slender  amount  when  once  re- 
ceived too  often  prevails  against  all  the  more  solid 
proofs  that  can  be  produced  to  the  contrary. 

Having  now  acquitted  ourselves  of  what  we  thought 
was  incumbent  on  us  we  must  refer  the  whole  to  thy 
consideration  there,  and  as  nothing  less  than  necessity, 
(we  assure  thee)  has  forced  us  to  give  thee  this  trouble, 
so  we  cannot  doubt  but  thou  wilt  believe  it  should  all 
have  been  prevented  had  it  been  in  our  power,  who 
shall  at  length  conclude  with  sincere  respects  to  the 
Proprietor,  Thyself  and  all  the  Family,  and  with  earnest 
desires  for  his  wellfare  and  all  your  prosperity. 
.    ,  Th)- very  loving  Friends 

'■  '  :.^V".  JAMES  LOGAN 

..  ;  .  -  .    V.  ...    ROBT.  ASIITON 
r.      .         .'.  .  RICHARD  HILL 

..  ■  :     .  ISAAC  NORRIS 

■  ■  '  SAM'L  PRESTON 

JONATH  N  DICKINSON 
The  rest  of  the  members  happen  to  be  out  of  Town. 


As  there  is  a  doubt,  it  shoidd  lean  to  the  support  of 
the  public  faith. 

The  principle  of  all  Sinking  Funds  should  be,  that 
upon  the  creation  of  the  debt,  a  sufficient  appropriation 
should  be  made  to  the  Fund  to  ensure  its  redemption 
at  the  period  it  falls  due;  and  when  this  happens,  the 
debt  should  be  paid  off,  and  the  people  relieved  from 
the  burthen  of  the  interest. 

The  Committee  have  formed  a  new  calculation,  here- 
witli  submitted,  of  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
at  5  per  cent,  interest,  founded  on  the  plan  here  pre- 
sented, of  paying  off  the  loans  as  they  fall  due,  until 
the  year  1846,  when  §456,000  becomes  payable,  and 
which,  as  the  burthen  will  be  then  reduced  to  one  half 
of  the  interest  on  the  present  debt,  may  be  extended  to 
1856,  1857,  and  1858;  and  then  the  Fund  will  operate 
to  the  discharge  of  the  remaining  debts  as  they  come 
round.  The  following  statement  will  show  the  gradual 
relief  afforded  to  the  public,  in  the  annual  appropria- 
tions for  taxes: — viz. 

The  interest  on  the  present  debt  is  -  $74,391 
The  appropriation  to  the  Sinking  Fund  is  22,000 


THE  CITY  SINKING  FUND. 
The  Sinking  Fund  was  created  by  Councils  some 
years  ago,  to  enable  them  to  cany  on  to  completion  the 
Water  Works  and  other  important  improvements, 
which  could  only  be  done  by  means  of  loans;  to  ob- 
tain which,  it  was  necessary  that  some  security  other 
than  taxation,  should  be  given.  Many  citizens  are  not 
acquainted  with  this  great  palladium  of  security,  which 
the  city  creditors  have,  and  which  has  caused  those 
loans  to  be  obtained  on  more  advantageous  terms  than 
those  of  the  state.  A  report  made  to  Councils,  by  tlie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  gives  a  lucid  and  ex- 
plicit state  of  that  Fund;  and  shows  clearly,  that  if  it  is 
not  encroached  on,  the  whole  of  the  city  debt,  as  it 
stood  at  the  date  of  this  report,  would  be  paid  off  in 
the  year  1858. — Sotne  additional  loans,  to  be  sure,  have 
been  made,  but  the  surprising  increase  of  the  wdter 
rents  and  other  sources,  which  wilt  flow  into  this  fund, 
will  render  it  more  than  adequate  to  all  demands. that 
may  be  made  uj)ou  it. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils.  ■  ■  -  '  ■ 
In  pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  Councils,  of  22d. 
•Tanuary  last,  the  Committee  of  AVays  and  Means  have 
prepared  a  draft  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  differing  in  some  measure  from  their 
former  view  of  the  subject;  which  has  arisen  from  tlieir 
tlesire  to  effect  a  more  speedy  relief  to  their  fellow-ci- 
tizens from  the  burthen  of  interest,  and  from  a,  necessi- 
ty of  looking  to  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
be  founded  on  an  investment  of  5  per  cent,  interest,  in- 
stead of  6  per  cent,  as  heretofore  calculated. 

The  Committee  now  propose  to  continue  the  appli- 
cation of  $22,000  a  year  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  long 
as  any  debt  shall  remain,  and  to  rely  on  the  increase  of 
the  Fund  to  pay  off  the  debts  as  they  fill  due,  and  thus 
by  their  extinguishment,  gradually  reduce  the  sums 
now  required  for  the  annual  interest  upon  tliem. 

As  the  first  step,  there  wovild  be  cancelled  the  City 
Debt,  placed  in  the  Sinking  Fund  under  Ordinance  of 
28lh  February,  1811,  amounting  to  65,500  dollars,  re- 
lieving the  City  from  the  interest  thereo)i,  of  3930  dol- 
lars; while,  at  the  same  time,  more  than  an  equivalent 
will  be  found  in  the  continuance  of  the  sum  of  22,000 
dollars,  annually  applied  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  which 
it  appears  doubtful  whether  more  than  15,000  dollars 
are  bona  fide  pledged  to  the  holders  of  the  Stocks. 


Making  the  annual  charge 
But  if  the  old  debt,  held  by  the  Sinking'  Fund 
were  cancelled,  the  sum  would  be  reduced, 
by  the  interest  on  65,500  dollars. 

Leaving  to  be  appropriated  for  1824, 
In  1825,  there  falls  due  2,500  dollars,  the  in- 
terest on  which  is  ,-    ■  . 

Appropriation  for  1825  aTjd  1826, 
In  1827,  there  is  due  11,600  dollars  and  the 
interest  is  -  -■  -  ■ 

Appropriation  for  1827,  - 
In  1828  there  is  due  8,000  dollars,  and  the 
intereistis     \..  ^  -  .    »    .  ■  --  ■ 

Appropriation  for  1828,  -  « 

In  1829,  there  is  due  2,500  dollars,  and  the  ' 
interest  is  -,  - 

Appropriation  for  1S29,  - 
In  1830,  there  is  due  50,000  dollars,  and  the 
interest  is       ,.  »         '-  ■  - 

Appropriation  for  1830, 

In  1831,  there  is  due  149,600  dollars,  and  the 
interest  is       ' ,  -•  - 

Appropriation  for  1831  and  1832, 
In  1833,  there  is  due  85,000  dollars,  and  the 
interest  is  -  -  .     ■  - 

Appropriations,  from  1833  to  1839, 
In  1840,  there  is  due  380,400  dollars,  and  the 
interest"  is      .    -  - 

Appropriations  from  1840  to  1842, 


96,391 

3,930 
92,461 

150 
92,311 

580 
91,731 

480 
21,251 

125 
91,126 
3,000 
88,126 
-  7,480  • 
80,646 
4,950 
75,696 
22,070 
53,625- 


So  that,  in  sixteen  years,  by  the  operation  of  the  pro- 
posed plan,  the  annual  appropriation  will  be  reduced 
from  96,391  dollars  to  53,626  dollars;  making  a  differ- 
ence of  42,765  dollars,  a  sum  nearly  double  the  present 
amount  of  the  appropriation  to  the  Sinking  Fund;  arid 
so  continuing  to  operate  until  the  final  extinguishment 
of  the  debt,  as  appears  by  the  accompanying  statement. 

This  gradual  reduction  is  the  more  proper,  on  account 
of  the  operation  on  the  value  of  real  estate;  for  if  the  pre- 
sent plan  be  pursued,  the  annual  appropriation  will  con- 
tinue to  be  96,391  doUars.until  the  final  extinguishment 
of  the  debt,  when  it  will  suddenly  cease,  and  relieve 
the  citizens  at  a  remote  period,  to  the  burthen  of  all  in 
the  mean  time.  This  was  never  intended  by  the  origi- 
nal plan  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  no  Ordinance  is  to 


1829.] 


SINKING  FUND. 


157 


be  found  warranting'  such  a  S3'stem,  except  in  the  case 
of  particular  stock,  under  the  Ordinance  of  28th  Feb- 
ruary, 1811. 

Many  other  reasons  present  thcmslves,  amoiig'st 
which  one  however  is  most  prominent.  If  the  Sinking- 
Fund  g'oes  on  according-  to  the  present  plan,  the  Com- 
missioners will  have  to  receive  an  increa.sed  sum  of  inte- 
rest every  year  from  the  City  Treasury,  amounting,  for 
instance,  in  1840,  to  44,760  dollars,  upon  stock  actually 
redeemed;  and  of  course  this  increased  sum  is  to  be  an- 
nually invested,  making  complex  what  ought  to  be 
plain.  But  if  the  proposed  plan  is  adopted,  the  only 
investment  will  be  the  interest  of  the  sums  remaining  in 
the  Sinking-  Fund  after  the  payment  of  every  debt,  and 
the  annual  appropriation  of  22,000  dollai-s. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.' W.  THOMPSON,  Chairman. 

February  12,  1824. 

CALCULATION  OP  THE  SINKING  FUND, 
"With  an  Appropriation  of  22,000  dollars  per  annum,  in- 
vested at  5  per  cent,  and  paying-  off  the  debts  as  they 
fall  due,  except  the  debt  due  in  1846,  amounting  to 
456,000  dollars,  which  is  to  be  extended  to  three 
equal  payments,  falling  due  in  1856,  1857,  and  1858; 
and  funding  the  present  temporary  and  other  Loans, 
amounting  to  58,000  dollars,  due  In  1823  and  1824, 
making  them  payable  in  1851,  and  cancelling  the  sum 
of  65,500  dollars  of  Old  Stock,  now  held  in  the  Sink- 
ing Fund 


Debt  due,  1840,  380,400 


Amount  of  fund,  January  1, 
1824,  ,  §257,850 
Deduct  old  stock,    65, 500 


Actual  fund,  Jan. 
1,  1824, 

Add  one  year's  in- 
terest, 

Appropriation 

Fund,  January  1, 

-  1825 

Payment  of  debt 
due  ditto 


192,350 

9,615 
22,000 


Interest 
Appropriation 

Fund,  1826 

■Interest 

Appropriation 

Debt  due,  1827, 

Fund,  1827, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Debt  due,  1828, 

Fund,  1828, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Debt  due,  1829, 

Fund,  1829, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Debt  due,  1830, 


223,965 

2,500 

221,466 
11,070- 
22,000 

254,535 
12,725 
22,000 

289,260 
11,600 

277,660 
13,880 
22.000 

313,540 
8,000' 

305,540 
15,275 
22,000 

342,815 
2,500 

340,315 
17,015 

22,000 

379,330 
50,000 


Fund,  1830, 

Intei-est 

Appropriation 

Debtdue,  1831, 

Fund,  1831,  ■ 

Interest  '' 
Appropriation 

Fund,  1832, 
Interest  . 
Apprbprifttion  - 

.  > 

Debtdue,  1833, 

Fund,  1833, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1834, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1835,  . 

Interest 

Appropriation, 

Fund,  1836,  ■ 
Interest 
Appropriation- 
Fund;  1837,  - 
Interest 
Appropriation 

Fund,  1838, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1839, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


329,330 
16,570 
22,000 

367,900 
149,600 

218,300 

10;915 

22,000 

251,215 
i2,560 
22,000 

285,775 
85,000 

200,775 
10.035 
22,000 


Fund,  1840, 

Interest, 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1841, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1842, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


Debtdue,  1843, 

Fund,  1843, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1844, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1845, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1846, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1847, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1848, 

Interest 

AppropTla'tlbn 

Fund,  1849, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1850, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


232,810 
.  11,640 

"22,009 

266,450 
13,320 
•  22,000 

301,770 
15,085 
22,000 

338,855 
16,940 
22,000 

377,795 
18,890 
22,000 

418,685 
20,930 
22,000 

461,615 


81,215 
4,060 
22,000 

107,275 
5,360 
22,000 

134,635 
6,730 
22,000 

163,365 
50,000 

113,365 
5,665 
22,000 

141,030 
7,050 
22,000 

170,080 
8,500 
22,000 

200,580 
10,025 
22,000 

232,605 
11,610 
22,000 

266,215 
13,310 
'  22,000 

301,525 
-15,075 
22,000 

338,600 
'  16,930 
22,000 


Debt  due  1851 

Fund,  1851, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


Debtdue  1852 

Fund,  1852, . 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1853, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


Debt  due,  1854, 

Fund,  1854, 

Interest 

Appropriation 

Fund,  1855, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


Debtdue  1856 

Fund,  1856, 

Interest 

Appropriation 


Debt  due,1857 

Interest 
Appropriation 

Debt  due  1858 

Surplus,  Jan.  1, 
1858. 


377530 
53000 

319530 
15975 

2200O 

357,505 
50,000 

307505 
15,375 
22,000 

344,880 
17,280 
22,000 

384,160 
51,000 


333,160 
16,655 
22,000 

371,815 
18,590 
22,000 

412,405 
150,000 


262,405 
13,110 
22,000 

297,515 
150,000 

147*515 
7,375- 
22,000 

176,890 
156,000 


20,890 


•        "        -  STATEMENT  ■ 

To  show  the  eflHect  of  the  gradual  Reduction  of  the 
City  Taxes,  by  the  annual  Appropriation  of  22,000 
dollars  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  paying  out  of  the 
same  the  Funded  Debt,  as  it  falls  due — viz. 

Present  Debt,  Including  the  sums  unfunded, 
now  due,  and  the  Loan  authorized  to  be 
raised  in  1824,  -  -  -  §1354600 


Interest  thereon,  per  annum,       ^  -  74391 

Appropriation  to  the  Sinking  Fund,          -  22000 

Present  charge,  -  -  -  96391 
Deduct  interest  on  stock  redeemed,  but  held 

in  the  Sinking  Fund,  §65500,  interest,  3930 

Appropriation  required  for  1824,           -  92461 
Debt  cancelled  January  1,  1825,  §2500,  inte- 
rest,          -          -          -          -          -  150 

Appropriation  required  for  1825  and  1826,  92311 
Debt  cancelled  January  1,  1827,  §11600  inte- 
rest,         -          -          -          -          -  580 


Appropriation  for  1827i 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1828,  $8000,  interest. 


91731 
480 
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Appropriation  for  1828,          -          -  91251 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1829,  $2500,  interest,  125 

Appropriation  for  1829,  -  -         '-  "91126 

Debt  due  Jan.  3,  1830,  50000,  interest  ,. .  .  3000 

Appropriation  for  1830,  -  '-  '      ,  88126 

Debt  due  Jan.  ],  1831,  149600,  interest.    ' '  7480 

Appropriation  f)r  1831  and  1832,          -  80646 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1833,  85000,  interest  4950 

Appropriation  from  1833  to  1839,          -  75696 

Dt  bt  due  Jan.  1,  1840,    38J400,  interest  22070 

Appropriation  for  1840,  1841,  and  1842,  53626 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1843,  50000,  interest,  3000 

'  tAppropriations  from  1843  to  1850,           -  50626 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1851,  58000,  interest  2900 

Appropriation  for  1851,          -          -  47726 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1852,  50000,  interest  3000 

Appropriation  for  1852  and  1853,          -  44726 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1854,  51000,  interest  2550 

Appropriation  for  1854  and  1855,           -  42176 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1856,  150U00,  interest  7500 

Appropriation  for  1856,           -          -  34676 

Debt  due  Jan.  1,  1857,  150000,  interest  7500 

Appropriation  for  1857,           -          -  27176 

Debt  due  Jan.  3,  1858,  150000,  interest  7500 

Jan.   1,  1858,  appropriation  will  pay  off  the  19676 
Debt,  with  the  aid  ofthe  Sinking-  Fund. — Pouhon. 


REPORT  ON  THE  WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  23,  the 
following  report  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table.' 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  fiom  the  Oommiitee  on  Com- 
Tnerce,  to  whicli  tlie  subject  had  been  referred, 
made  the  following-  Report. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  wliich  were 
.  referred  various  memoi-ials  recommending  cash  du- 
ties, warehousing,  and  other  commercial  regulations 
repori: 

The  measures  proposed  in  these  memorials  would 
effect  an  almost  entire  revolution  in  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  colleclion  of  our  revenue.  Vievious  to 
any  decision  on  tlie  expediency  of  such  a  change,  tlie 
committee  felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  fully  to  examine 
the  complaints  urged  against  our  existing  commer- 
cial system,  to  ascertain  whether  it  had  pro- 
duced such  serious  mischief  as  warranted  Congress 
in  unsettling  laws  as  ancient  as  the  government  itself. 
A  tliorough  consideration  of  these  objections  has 
satisfied  the  committee  that  our  regulations  have 
been  precipitately  denounced,  and  tliat  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  condition  of  the  country  requiring  so 
material  a  change  in  its  commercial  policy.  On  the 
oiher  hand,  an  examination  of  the  question  has  per- 
suaded them  tliat  the  acts  of  the  first  Congress  in  this 
branch  of  legislation  have  not  been  improved  by  sub- 
sequent amendments:  and  that  it  would  be  wiser  to 
repeal  the  latter,  and  restore  the  system  to  its  origi- 
nal form.  As  this  may  be  a  subject  of  future  legis- 
lation, in  ansviJering  the  arguments  of  the  memori- 
alists, the  committee  deem  it  a  proper  occasion  to 
suggest  such  modifications  as  they  think  would  be 
serviceable  to  our  revenue  and  commerce. 

The  memorialists  complain  of  credits  on  revenue 
bonds,  as  ruinous  to  trade,  and  as  a  means  of  creat- 
ing fictitious  capital.  This  Indulgence  is  represent- 
ed as  the  principal,  if  not  sole  Cause,  of  the  violent 


reactions  in  trade,  which  occasionally  visit  us  with 
bankruptcies.    Kvery  country  h;is,  at  least  fora  sea- 
son, some  imaginary,  but  very  mischeivous  source  of 
sucli  reactions.    With  us  custom  house  credits  have 
recentlv  become  the  fashion  ofthe  day.  Vlclsitudes 
in  commerce  are,  nevertheiess,  common  to  all  times 
and  all  nations;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  conse- 
quences which  are  visible  every  where  can  be  pro- 
duced by  the  particular  laws  of  any  one  country.  How- 
ever general  ihe  opinion  may  be,  reactions  in  trade 
are  neitlier  caused,  nor  even  sensibly  aftijcted,  by 
our  credits  on  revenue  bonds.    The  committee  can- 
not attach  much  importance  to  statements  of  the 
pernicious  influence  of  credits  generally  upon  trade. 
Whatever  form  it  may  assume,  credit  is  a  common 
theme  of  declamation,  and  its  permanent  advantages 
are  too  frequently  overlooked  in  contemplating  the 
temporary  mischiefs  resulting  from  its  abuse.    It  iS' 
notwithstanding  one  of  those  modern  improvements, 
which  when  properly  regulated, facilitates  commerce 
and  accelerates  the  growth  of  national  wealth.  To 
doubt  its  benefits,  would  lead  us  to  question  wiiether 
the  rapid  facilities  and  quick  returns  of  an  enlighten- 
ed era  are  more  salutary  in  their  influence  than  the 
dull  circulations  of  a  barbarous  age.  Government 
credits  neither  produce,  nor  would  their  abolition 
prevent,  reactions  in  trade.    The  example  of  Great 
Britain  herself  should  admonish  the  memorlalisls  that 
the  proposed  remedy  woidd  be  entirely  abortive. 
No  legislation  can  relieve  a  country  fiom  fluctua- 
tions in  commerce,  which  are  incidental  to  activity 
and  enterprise,  and  which  always  agitates  nations 
enjoying  the  most  rapid  accumulation  of  vvealih  and 
resources. 

Th.e  treasury  returns  afTord  a  satisfactory  reply  to 
arguments  founded  on  an  opinion  that  cash  duties, 
with  warehousing-,  would  make  our  revenue  more 
secure.  To  the  first  of  January  last,  about  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  millions  of  revenue  had  ac- 
crued from  cuslpms;  and  Wifh  the  exception  of  losses 
by  frauds  in  warehousing  teas,  the  ratio  of  loss  was 
less  than  the  halt' of  one  per  cent.  Forty  years  ex- 
perience lyis  proved  most  satisfactorily  that  a  more 
secure  .system  cannot  possibly  be  devised.  General 
warehousing  would  reflder  a  multiplicity  of  private 
warehouses  necessary;  fiauds  would  be  increased, 
and- a  considerable  loss  of  revenue  would  be  sus- 
tained from  fire,  waste  and  other  causes,  incidental 
to  warehousing.  These  would  far  exceed  the  half 
of  one  per  cent.  In  addition  to  this,  withdrawing  a 
facility  equivalent  to  the  use  of  a  capital  of  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  millions  would  diminish  the  number  oP 
importers,  increase  prices  and  profits,  restrict  ini-- 
portatlons,  and  lessen  consumption  and  revenue. 

Credits  are  further  complained  of  because  they 
oblige  Government  to  claim  a  prior  right  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  bankrupt  estates;  in  the  exercise  of  which 
right  very  little  remains  for  other  creditois.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  legislative  provisions  will  ever 
sensibly  increase  dividends  on  bankrupt  estates. — r 
Suritles  will,  under  any  plan,  be  provided  for.  The 
committee  cannot  perceive  how  it  wovdd  make  any 
substantial  difference  in  the  division  of  the  banki-tipt's 
property,  whether  the  claims  of  Government  were  to 
be  satisfied  out  of  the  particular  merchandise  in  its 
possession,  or  from  the  general  estate  of  the  impor- 
ter. — !t  is  a  common  opinion,  that  this  priority  is  ar- 
bitrary, unjust,  and  impolitic:  and  even  some  of  the 
memorialists,  who  protest  against  cash  duties,  pray 
that  Government  would  relinquish  it.  The  orig;ln 
and  nature  of  this  contract-seem  to  be  entirely  mis- 
understood. The  Governrrient  is  in  possession  of 
the  merchandise  upon  which  the  duties  are  levied 
on  importation.  For  the  accommodation  of  the  mer- 
chant,  and  to  facilitate. commerce,  the  property  is 
relinquished  on  certain  conditions;  one  of  which  is, 
the  transfer  of  the  Hen  from  the  particular  to  the 
general  estate  ofthe  importer.    This  is  merely  exer- 
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cisiiig  a  right  which  is  common  to  all  who  release  one 
security  for  another  equally  good;  and  the  committee 
can  see  nothing  unjust  or  arbitrary  in  it.    If  the 
facilities  exten  led  to  commerce  by  this  arrangement 
are  not  equivalent  to  the  inconveniences  resulting 
from  it — if  Government  must  relinquish  all  hold  upon 
the  estate  of  the  importer,  cash  duties  are  inevitable; 
for  bonding  without  other  security  would  be  ruinous 
to  onr  Treasury.    Wherever  two  houses,  whTch  is 
the  common  practice,  are  mutual  sureties  for  each 
other,  the  interest  of  the  Government  would  be  uni- 
formly sacrificed  were  this  priority  relinquished,  and 
the  customhouse  would,  in  truth,  become  a  loan  office 
for  the  use  of  fraudulent  bankrupts.    The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  it  is  far  better  for  commerce  to 
bear  with  its  occasional  losses  than  to  part  with  a 
facility  of  permanent  and  general  advantage. 
-    The  committee  are  not,  however,  entirely  oppos- 
ed to  any  modification  of  our  laws  regulating  credits. 
Some  of  the  credits  have  been  unnecessarily  extend- 
ed beyond  the  measure  of  mere  facility  to  commerce. 
These  have,  in  some  instances,  produced  specula- 
tions and  voyages,  not  for  profit,  the  legitimate  object 
of  trade,  but  for  the  sole  purpose  of  creating  an  arti- 
ficial capital  through  the  agency  of  custom-house 
bonds. — Our  China  trade  has  been  much  embarrass- 
ed from  this  cause.    It  has  been  occasionally  almost 
monopolized  by  merchants  whose  capital  was  entire- 
ly realized  through^  respondentia  and  cus'om-house 
bonds.    It  is  not  sound  policy  to  encourage  specula- 
ions  which  disturb  the  regular  current  of  trade  and 
diminish  the  capital  of  the  Union.    Some  of  our 
credits  may  be  moderated  with  advantage  both  to 
commerce  and  revenue,  and  ail  of  them  want  regu- 
lation.   There  certainly  can  be  no  sound  reason  for 
the  strange  irregularity  now  existing.  Under  the  act 
of  March,  1799,  we  have  the  following  various  terms: 
3  and  6  months;  6,  9  and  12;  8,  10  and  12;  some  at  9 
months;  some  at  12  months;  and  specie^I  provisions 
with  rega)  d  to  teas,  equal  to  12  months'  warehous- 
ing, and  12  months'  credit,  in  addition.    As  if  these 
terms  were  not  sufficiently  irregular,  the  act  of  April 
1818,  made  them  more  so,  by  ihtroducincr  two  new 
terms  ot  6  and  9  months,  and  8,  10  and  18  months. 
T'he  committee  are  satisfied  that  no  sufficient  reason 
can  be  given  for  this  singular  confusion  in  our  terms 
of  credit;    The  same  credit  should  be  allowed,  from 
whatever  quarter  of  the  world  the  merchandise  may 
be  imported.    The  terms  nbvvexisting  were  proba- 
bly designed  for  tfie  usa.sjes  of  tr;idB  and  the  extent 
of  the  voyage.    Though  generally  a.  correct  rule, 
there  i?  a  perplexing  difficulty  in  applying  it  to  the 
varying  customs  of  trade.    In  this  Instance,  it  would 
be  far  better  to  require  that  the  usage  of  trade  should 
accommodate  Itself  to  the  law,  than  to  attempt  by 
constant  legislation  to  frame  the  latter  to  suit  the 
capricious  changes  of  the  foi-mer.    But  we  have 
acted  on  neither  rule;  for,  while  we  have  been  ex- 
tending the  terms  of  credit,  commerce  perceiving 
the  advantage  of  quick  retiirn.s,' has  abandoned  the 
use  of  long  cre^dits.  The  committee  cannot  perceive 
any  substantial  reason  for  varying  the,terms  of  credit 
on  duties,  whether  the  produce  be  of  Europe  or  of 
Asia,  norfor  discriminating  between  the  productions 
oT  countr-ies  north'or  south  of  the  equator.-^The 
same  credits.should  be  allowed  on  all  m'erchandise,. 
without  regard  to  the  length  of  the  voyage;  the 
object  of  government  not  being  to  furnish  capital 
for  our  foreign  commerce,  but  simply  to  grant  an 
indulgence  in  collecting  its  revenue  upon  consump- 
tion. 

Connected  with  cash  duties,  the  memorialits  stre- 
nuously reccommend  the  warehousing  regulations 
of  Great  Britain.  While  the  committee  are  disposed 
to  pay  great  deference  to  the  experience  and  intelli- 
gence of  older  nations, -they  cannot  but  regret  that 
we  have  already  adopted  many  provisions  of  British 
laws,  wilhont  reflecting  how  little  they  were  suited 


to  the  usages,  or  condition  of  our  country.  If  the 
memorialisis  liad  been  practically  fimiliar  with  these 
regulations,  they  would  have  perceived  that  they 
were  not  adapted  to  our  commercial  habits,  and  they 
probably  would  have  belter  appreciated  the  policy 
of  our  own  country.  The  chief  object  of  warehous- 
ing is  to  permit  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
merchandise  free  of  duty.  Other  nations  require 
France  and  Great  Britain.  It  commenced  with  the 
former  more  than  a  century  ago.  Ports  of  different 
classes  are  designated  for  this  purpose,  where  mer- 
chandise may  be  placed  in  entrepot  for  two  years 
and  longer,  under  particular  circumstances.  It  may 
be  exported  or  transported  on  paying  a  transit  duty 
of  15-lOOths  of  one  per  cent.  France  allows  a  credit 
on  consumption  duties  of  four  months — six — and 
three,  six,  and  nine  months.  These  collected  in  a 
singular  mode.  The  importer  makes  all  his  arrange- 
ments with  an  officer,  called  the  receiver  of  the  cus- 
toms, who  alone  is  held  responsible  to  government: 
for  this  service  he  is  allowed  half  of  one  per  cent. 
The  regidations  for  warehousing  are  similar  to  those 
of  Great  Britain,  whicii  we  shall  now  particularly 
notice. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  are  in- 
vested with  almost  the  whole  authoiity  to  prescribe 
regulations  for  warehousing  in  Great  Britain.  They 
designate  warehousing  ports;  appoint  warehouses  of 
special  or  of  ordinary  security,  or  of  parts  or  divisions 
of  places  or  warehouses;  prescribe  what  goods  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  privilege,  and  in  what  manner  they 
shall  be  stored;  and  direct  in  what  cases  the  bond 
shall  be  required.  To  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
special  security,  warehouses  must  be  built  according 
to  the  provisions  of  any  act  of  Parliament  for  that 
purpose.  Every  order  relating  to  them  in  any  way, 
wh  ther  special  or  general,  must  be  published.  The 
proprietor  or  occupier  of  the  warehouse,  or  the  im- 
porter of  the  merchandise,  must  give  bond,  with  two 
sureties, for  full  d^ities^before  the  entry  for  warehous- 
ing. TransTer  books  are  kept  for  recording  sales  in 
entrepot;  Goods  may  be  removed  from  warehouse 
to  warehouse  in  the  same  place,  or  in  different  ports, 
by  land  or  sea,  on  giving  notice,  making  entrv  for  re- 
moval, and  giving  additional  bonds  and  sureties  for 
their  due  arrival  and  re-warehousing  These  are  but 
a  few  of  the  complicated  and  almost  innumerable  pro- 
visions'which  have  been  found  necessary  to  enforce 
warehousing  regulatiions  in  Great  Britain,  besides  a 
long  list  of  fines,  penalties  and  foi-feitures  Ours  are 
of  a  more  simple  i'orm,  and  b.elter  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  country. 

We  had  no  government  wareliouses  in  1789,  and 
very  few  private  buildings  suited  to  the  purpose. — 
We  accordingly  subs;ituted  other  regulations.  We 
adopted  an  expedient,  which,  in  practice,  has  been 
found  perfectly  secure,  and  admirably  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  transactions  of  commerce  and  revenue. 
We  have  no  Jedious  and  vexatious  forms,  none  of  the 
machinery  of  warehousing,  and  no  army  of  revenue 
officers.  We  surrender  the  merchandise  to  the  im- 
porter, and  receive  his  bond  with  personal  and  real 
security.  He  can  transfer  or  transport  it  as  freely 
and  as  extensively  as  he  can  any  other  pioperty. — 
If  he  fails  in  finding  a  market  for  home  consumption, 
he  can  export  it  with  the  privilege  of  drawback.  In 
every  other  country  but  ours,  the  entry  for  consump- 
tion cuts  off  the  right  of  exportation  with  debenture; 
here  we  enjoy  for  three  years  the  advantage  of  the 
double  market.  All  our  ports  of  entry,  with  a  few 
Insignificant  and  inoporative  exceptions,  are  free  for 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise. When  intended  merely  for  consumption,  it 
may  pe  transported  throughout  the  Union  without 
entry,  bond  or  certificate.  When  designed  both  for 
consumption  and  exportation,  nothing  is  required 
but  a  coastwise  certificate.  The  Government  is 
satisfied  with  the  inspection  of  its  officers  on  importa- 
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tion  and  exportation,  and  with  the  substantial  secu- 
rity it  holds  for  the  amount  of  tlie  duty,  while  the 
merchandise  may  be  transferred  through  innumera- 
ble hands,  and  from  port  to  port.  Such  is  an  outline 
of  the  substitute  we  have  adopted,  and  which  effect- 
ually dispenses  with  a  necessity  for  all  the  comp!ica- 
ted  regulations  of  a  warehousiiig-  system 

It  would  have  been  far  better  had  we  never  de; 
parted  fram  a  plan  so  simple,  convenient,  and  secure. 
But  we  soon  adopted  provisions  for  bonding-  and 
'  warehousing  teas.  Our  unfortunate  expeiience 
proves  that  this  change  has  not  been  advantageous 
either  to  con^.merce  or  revenue.  Our  next  departure 
was  tlie  act  of  20th  ApriJ,  1818,  for  depositing  wines 
and  spirits,  wliich,  if  riot  speedily  repealed,  will 
prove  infinitely  more  mischievious  tlian  its  ])rede- 
cessor.  It  would  be  difficult  to  contrive  a  more  loose 
and  clumsy  imitation  of  the  warehousing  system  of 
Great  Britain  than  that  framed  in  the  act  of  1818. 
Under  this  law,  there  were,  in  182",  seventy-seven 
warehouses  and  parts  of  wareliouses  occupied  by  Go- 
vernment in  the  port  of  New  York,  and  probably 
more  im  1828.  Tiie  mode  of  executhig  it — and  it  is 
impracticable  to  execute  it  in  any  belter  manner — is 
generally  to  set  apart  a  certain  portion  of  the  impor- 
ter's wareliouse,  whicli  is  secured  by  temporary  bar- 
riers, and  placed  under  the  joint  lock  and  key  of  the 
Government  and  importer.  The  property  thus  de- 
posited in  the  owner's  wareliouse,  and  his  bond 
without  surety,  are  the  snbstitutes  for  a  bond  with 
two  sureties,  and  a  lien  upon  the  estates  of  the  par- 
ties. Any  one  familiar  with  the  practical  operation 
of  this  act  knows,  that  it  is  at  all  times  in  the 
power  of  the  occupant  to  withdraw  tlie  merchan- 
dise without  the  knowledge  of  tlie  revenue  offi- 
'  cers;  and  that  in  fact  the  only  substantial  security 
we  now  hold  for  the  duties  on  wine  and  spirits, 

deposited,  is  the- honour  of  the  importer  If  this 

act  was  designed  to  add  to  Government  security, 
it  was  an  extraorxlinarj'  expedient.  If  it  was  intend-, 
ed  to  guard  against  the-adulteratlon  of  wines  and  spi- 
rits, it  was  useless  or  .abortive  The  guard  Is  useless 
as  it  respects  winei  and  spirits  for  consumption  and 
abortive  when  they  are  designed  for  exportatioji,  as 
they  are  within  the  reac.h  of  tlie>occupant.  But  we 
the  actual  possession  of  it,  whether  designed  for  con- 
sumption or  exportation;  in  our  country  ,  we  have 
adopted  a  substitute  for  warehousing,,  which  an, ex- 
perience of  forty  years  proves  to  be  equally  secure; 
more  convenient  to  government,  and  infinitely  rh.ore 
advantageous  to  commerce.  '     _  . 

Warehousing  has  been  most  extensively  used  in 
have  another  guard  far  more  eflective.,  They  can  ne- 
ver be  exported  for  debenture  without  passing  under 
the  immediate  inspection  of  an  officer  whose  duty  it 
is  to  reguage  and  maik  every  cask,  and  whose  vigi- 
lance in  detecting  fi  auds  is  stimidated  by  his  own  in- 
terest; for  he  shares  largely  in  every  forfeitui-e.  It  is, 
in  any  view,  a  singular  precaution  to  risk  the  whole 
duty,  in  order  to  protect  our  revenue  from  frauds, 
wdiich,  If  they  ever  existed,  were  too  insignificant  to 
attract  the  notice  of  Government.  In  attempting,  by 
the  act  of  1818,  to  guard  against  imaginary  dangers, 
we  have  uselessly  multiplied  the  duties  and  the  num- 
ber ot  our  officers;  substituted  a  doubtful  for  a  sub- 
stantial security;  imposed  troublesome  regulathins 
on  honest  traders,  and  afforded  every  Jiosslble  facili- 
ty to  all  who  are  disposed  to  defraud  the  Government. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  our  ancient  prac- 
tice was  the  most  secure  and  convenient  for  all  par- 
ties; and  that  all  the  special  provisions  for  warehous- 
ing teas,  wines  and  spirits,  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Under  any  system  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
warehousing  must  be  adopted  to  a  limited  extent; 
but  while  we  act  upon  the  sound  and  convenient 
rule  established  in  1789,  our  mercliants  will  gene- 
rally  prefer,  as  they  do  now,  to  take  the  merchandise 
into  their  own  possession.    We  sliall  not  require,  as 


they  do  in  other  countries,  tlie  extensive  use  of  ware- 
houses. They  will  be  wanted  only  for  occasional 
and  temporary  deposltes,  and  for  merchandise  not 
designed  for  our  use,  but  for  the  consumption  of 
other  countries.  Warehouses,  for  these  limited  pur- 
poses, should  belong  to  government.  It  would  not 
only  be  essenl:ially  useful  to  commerce,  but  a  mea- 
stire  of  economy,  if  we  were  to  construct  public 
warehouses  on  a  moderate  scale  at  all  our  principal 
ports  of  entry.  This  branch  of  legislation  has  been 
most  singularly  neglected.  In  ninety-seven  ports  of 
entry;  we  have  only  fourteen  custom-houses,  and  in 
these  foiirteen  ports  not  three  public  warehouses 
worthy  to  be  so  called.  Even  in  New  York,  the 
commercial  emporium  of  the  Union,  where  more 
than  half  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country 
is  now  collected,  and  where  two  hundred  and 
thirty  millions  have  accrued  since  1789,  we  have 
no  Government  warehouse,  even  for  the  examina- 
tion of  merchandise.  The  committee  would  recom- 
mend the  construction  of  public  warehouses  in  allthe 
principal  ports  of  the  United  States.  When  these 
are  established,  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  the 
existing  privilege  of  voluntary  warehousing:  so  long 
as  the  charges  on  the  merchandise  were  annually 
paid,  there  would  be  no  sound  reason  for  any  limita- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  it  might  remain  in  the 
custody  of  the  government  waiting  a  market  at  home 
or  abroad.  Whenever  such  measures  are  carried 
Into  effect,  our  credit  might  be  again  moderated. 
If  the  merchandise  be  entered  within  three  months, 
a  credit  of  six  and  nine  months,  from  the  date  of  im- 
portation, might  be  idlowed;  and,  if  at  any  time  after 
that  term,  four  and  six  months'  credit  might  be  given 
from  the  date  of  entry  for  consumption,  or  for  trans- 
portation coastwise,  with  debeiiture.  In  the  mean 
time,  our  existing  credits  ought  to  be  abolished,  and 
more  uniform  and  moderate  rates  established.  Four- 
fifths  of  our  duties  are  now  collected  at  from  eight 
to  twelve  months:  if  all  the  existing  terms  were  re- 
pealed, and  six,  nine  and  twelve  months  were  allow- 
ed on  all  importations,  without  distinction,  no  very 
important  change  vvould  be  made,  while  it  would 
hiive  a  tendency  to  prevent  voyages  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  capital  from  revenue  bonds. 

In  thus  presenting  their  views  at  length,  the  com- 
mittee have  had  no  other  motive  than  to  make  them 
known  to  those  interested,  preferring  to  act  with 
caution,  and  to  postpone  any  legislation  upon  the 
siibject  to  another  Congress.  To  the  adoption  of  a 
generaf  warehousing  system  upon  the  plan  establish- 
ed in  Great  Britain,  they  are  decidedly  opposed. 
Under  our  regulations,  the  Government  Is  relieved 
from  the  trouble  of  taking  charge  of  the  merchandise, 
the  number  of  custom  house  officers  is  diminished, 
the  revenue  is  a£cure,  and  its  amount  increased. 
The  merchant  manages  his  property  as  he  pleases; 
offers  it  for  sale  for  consum])tion  or  exportation,  or 
both;  and  is  entirely  reUevcd  from  the  trouble  of 
daily  visiting  the  custom  house,  and  from  the  con- 
stantand  useless  superintendence  of  revenue  officers. 
The  coriimittee  content  tliemselves  for  the  present 
with  recommending  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, with  a  view  to  future  legislation,  the  proprie- 
ty of  repealing  all  laws  relating'to  warehousing  teas, 
wines  and  spirits;  of  abolishing  the  various  credits 
now  existing,  and  of  allowing  six,  nine  and  twelve 
montlis  on  the  duties  on  all  merchandise,  without 
discrimination;  and  of  authorizing  the  construction 
of  government  warehouses  in  all  the  principal  ports 
of  the  U.  States.  ' 
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Copy  of  a  kfler  from  James  Logan  to  Charles  Gouhin, 

Governor  of  Fennsyluania.  1715. 
May  it  please  the  Governor, 

It  is  now  near  seventeen  years  since  the  Proprietor  send- 
ingfor  me  to  his  house  made  me  a  proposal  to  come  over 
with  him  into  this  province  as  his  Secretary.  After 
some  time  taken  to  advise  upon  it,  1  at  length  accepted 
the  offer,  and  having-  arrived  here  he  thought  fit  to  in- 
trust me  not  only  in  his  Proprietary  affairs  to  a  very  high 
degree,  but  also  committed  a  great  share  of  those  of 
Government  to  my  care.  At  his  departure  he  appoint- 
ed Coll.  Hamilton,  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  then  go- 
vernor of  the  Jerseys,  his  dt-puty  in  the  Government, 
under  whom  I  was  obliged  to ,  take  a  greater  charge 
upon  me  than  was  well  consistent  with  my  other  en- 
gagements. That  gentleman  dying,  the  government 
devolved  on  the  Council,  whose  commission  not  being 
sufficiently  full  in  relation  to  the  Lower  Counties,  we 
found  means  nevertlieless  to  preserve  the  administration 
hi  good  order,  tho'  the  trouble  of  it  then,  at  the  first 
breaking  out  of  the  war  was  exceeding  great.  In  less  than 
twelve  months  after  Coll.  Evans  arrived,  who  being  but 
young  and  wholly  unexperienced,,  the  Proprietor,  it 
seems,  had  entertained  so  favourai))e  an  opinion  of  my 
regard  to  his  interest  that  he  was  pleased  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  him  to  take  such  notice  of  me  a-s  the  Governor 
canst  best  judge  of  by  remembering  those  he  gave  thy- 
self, which  thou  wast  pleased  to  show  me.  After  that 
Gentleman's  arrival,  he  gave  a  general  satisfaction  to 
the  Proprietors  ffriends  for  some  time,  till  upon  other 
views  he  thought  fitt  to  estrange  himself  from  them,  in 
which  he  soon  after  saw  pause  to  alter  his  measures, 
but  the  steps  he  had  taken  in  that  time  gave  such  of- 
fence to  the  Proprietor  that  he  was  removed.  I  have 
already  hinted  at  the  Proprietor's  instructions  to  thyself 
in  relation  to  me,  and  upoii  the  strict  charge  he  gave  me 
in  his  letters  on  that  head,  1  not  only  tliought  myself 
obliged,  but  actually  exerted  my  best  endeavours  to 
serve  thee,  which  I  can  truly  say  I  did,  with  all  t!ie  sin- 
cerity I  should  ever  wisli  for  myself  in  the  nearest  friend. 
Not  long  after  I  became  fully  sensible  of  the  efforts 
made  by  some  persons,  some  of  the  effects  of  which  ap- 
peared in  one  or  two  passages  of  thy  conduct  to  me  in 
my  own  inner  chamber,  yet  I  resolved  unshakenly  to 
serve  my  Master  and  his  Lieutenant  under  him  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability;  nor  can  I  remember  that  I  vvai 
ever  taxed  by  the  Governor,  even  in  his  angriest  mo- 
ments, with  one  step  I  had  made  to  his  disadvantage, 
saving  in  the  ophiion  I  gave  concerning  Capt.  Gibb's 
Pink,  which  I  justified  only  by  affirming  that  it  was 
what  I  should  freely  doe  were  it  my  own  case;  and  1 
must  here  declare  that  this  was  so  far  from  being  in- 
tended, as  the  Governor  has  too  unkindly  interpreted, 
as  a  snare  to  his  prejudice,  that  it  is  still  my  sentiment, 
and  what  I  durst  undertake  to  justify  before  any  com- 
petent and  impartial  judges;  for  since  no  false  Steps 
could  be  made  by  the  Governor  in  such  points  without 
deeply  affecting  the  Proprietor  at  the  same  time,  it 
can  never  be  imagined,  that  if  I  had  really  an  ill  design 
against  the  Governor  (which,  however,  was  far  from 
my  tlioughts)  I  would  venture  sa  openly  to  advise  in  a 
case  where  I  must  myself  be  made  a,ccountabIe  for  it: 
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therefore  I  cannot  but  think  I  have  been  hardly  Used  to 
have  that  returned  upon  me  on  all  occasions  with  so 
much  unkindness. 

Since  that  time  the  Surrender  came  upon  the  stage, 
while  I  was  in  England,  and  then  I  am  sure  I  had  no  no- 
tion the  Governor  had  any  thought  of  soliciting  for  a 
commission  under  the  crown  to  himself.  If,  tlierefoie, 
I  had  favoured  another's  pretensions  with  whom  I  iiad 
long  lived,  and  generally  very  ffriendly,  seeing  the  Go- 
vernor, had  never  imparted  to  me  any  thought  relative 
to  himself  upon  it.  I  cannot  see  why  this  should  be  ill- 
taken,  or  I  be  accounted  in  any  case  a  worse  man  for  it. 

I  have  thus  far  given  a  short  account  of  my  engage- 
ments within  the  Proprietors  aflairs,  not  through  any 
desire  to  raise  an  opinion  of  myself,  but  to  state  my  case 
in  such  terms  to  the  Governor,  as  that  while  he  profes- 
ses the  greatest  regard  to  the  Proprietor,  with  whom  al- 
so I  have  stood  in  some  trust,  he  might  the  more  clearly 
see  how  inconsistent  it  is  that  I  should  be  singled  out 
and  made  an  object  of  so  much  indignation ,  and  treated 
with  so  niucJi  harshness,  when  at  the  same  time  I  can 
challenge  all  mankind  to  give  one  instance  in  which  I 
have  knowingly  acted  any  thing  in  opposition  to  that 
Interest  which  we  are  both  engaged  in.  And  I  hope  I 
may  boldly  appeal  to  the  Governor  himself  whether  I 
have  ever  opposed  or  have  been  deficient  in  serving  his 
own  interest  with  any  Assembly  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
or  understanding.  I  know  not  how  I  may  have  been 
misrepresented  by  whimpers  that  may  be  too  easily  hear- 
kened to,  but  I  can  with  a  good  conscience,  and  in  the 
sight  of  God  declare,  I  know  not  of  one  particular  but  I 
have  strenuously  laboured  his  advantage  against  all  op- 
position on  the  other  side. 

Now  while  I  have  been  as  thus  stated,  and  still  am  in 
relation  to  the  Proprietor,  and  while  the  Governor  acts 
by  his  commission  and  ever  professes  the  greatest  re- 
gard to  his  interest,  I  hope  it  cannot  be  accounted  a 
forwardness  or  presumption  in  me  to  make  this  applica- 
tion to  the  Governor  in  behalf  of  that  interest,  earnestly 
beseeching  him  to  Consider  whether  the  truest  honour 
be  not  the  faithful  discharge  of  a  trust,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  much  more  justifiable  in  all  events  to  com- 
mune and  advise  with  the  Proprietor's  faithful  and  ap- 
proved ffriends,  such  as  the  Council  consists  of,  than 
new  and  inexperienced  hands,  wlio  are  strangers  to  our 
affairs,  and  act  as  if  they  were  not  much  otherwise  to 
the  very  nature  of  an  English  Government.  I  will  by 
no  means  question  the  Governor's  sincerity  or  good  in- 
tentions for  the  Proprietors  service,  but  of  this  I  am  as 
sure  as  that  the  sun  gives  day-light,  that  his  (I  mean  the 
Proprietors)  Interest,  is  at  this  juncture  in  the  greatest 
danger  in  the  Lower  Counties,  by  means  of  the  late 
and  present  misunderstanding  in  one  of  them. 

Those  counties  have  long  stood,  but  too  loose  to  the 
Proprietor,  and  now,  by  a  happy  turn,  and  of  which,  if 
the  Governor  pleased,  he  might  make  an  excellent  use, 
they  unanimously  assert  the  Proprietors  Charters  and 
Grants  to  them,  by  which  they  seek  to  bind  themselves 
more  firmly  to  him  than  ever,  at  the  very  juncture  in 
which  our  disputes  wi|h  Maryland  are  coming  on  the 
stage.  Therefore  not  only  common  justice  requires  it 
that  they  should  uninterruptedly  enjoy  every  civil  right 
that  is  granted  to  them,  but  further  in  regard  to  the  Pro- 
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prietors  Interest  'tis  impossible  that  any  man  can  be  a 
ffriend  to  that  interest,  and  not  endeavour  at  the  same 
time  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  best  understanding 
that  may  be  with  that  people,  in  procuring  for  them  the 
full  possession  of  those  Privileges  which  they  have  the 
most  undoubted  right  to  claim.  But  if  on  ye.  contrary 
those  measures  should  be  continued  which  the  Gover- 
nor has  (I  hope  thoughtlessly,  or  passionately,  or  by 
unskilful  advice,  and  not  deliberately)  taken  with  them; 
If  all  those  who  could  serve  the  Proprietors  Interest 
there  by  uniting  the  country  to  him  are  rejected  under 
the  name  of  his  enemies  a^d  exasperated  against  him 
by  an  opprobious  treatment  from  his  Lieutenant  and  by 
his  commission;  whilo  none  but  strangers  or  men  who 
have  never  been  of  any  significancy  in  the  place  are 
cloathed  with  all  the  Power  and  are  made,  instead  of 
Protectors  of  the  Kings  Subjects  by  Law,  their  open 
Opjjressors  through  their  partiallity.  Ignorance,  or  Wil- 
fulness;— I  say,  with  all  due  submission,  if  instead  of 
laying  hold  of  those  great  advantages  now  presented  of 
imiting  these  people  to  the  Proprietary  Interest  more 
closely  than  ever,  they  should,  by  so  unprecedented  and 
so  causeless  a  treatment  (from  which  no  possible  good 
can  arise  to  any  man  living  on  this  side  Maryland)  be 
provoked,  as  there  is  a  real  danger  of  it  to  a  total  defection 
from  us  by  the  measures  now  continuallj'  pursued  in  op- 
position to  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  the  Proprietors 
known  fl'riends,  I  shall  here  respectfully  offer  it  to  the 
Governor  to  consider  how,'when  the  matter  comes  to  be 
judged  he  will  be  able  to  clear  himself  either  of  the  gross- 
est ImjjrLidence  and  Weakness,  or  else  of  a  most  open 
breach  of  trust  to  the  ruin  of  his  honour;  nor  can  this 
be  all,  but  while  the  Governor  himself  suffers  in  his  Re- 
putation, his  principal  the  Proprietor  will  much  more 
deeply  suffer  in  his  Interest.  That  must  sink  and  fall, 
and  this  purely  by  his  having  taken  C:  Gookin  for  his 
ffriend,  and  trusting  him  in  affairs  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  him,  in  which  he  proved  so  far  from  serving- 
him  according  to  Instructions  and  expectations,  that  he 
rather  choose  to  Sacrifice  his  own  Honour,  and  both 
his  own  and  Principals  Interest  to  a  few  ill-grounded 
Resentments, —  as  if  now  when  his  Principal  the  Pro- 
prietor is  rendered  uncapable  to  serve  himself,  he  must, 
with  all  his  ffriends  the  Council  whom  the  Governour 
ever  till  of  late  used  to  .hearken  to,  be  utterly  expunged 
from  having  any  further  place  in  his  thoughts;  and  yet 
by  all  this,  no  visible  Interest  whatsoever  is  served  but 
that  of  Maryland,  who  could  neither  wish  nor  contrive 
anj'  thing  more  in  their  favour,  had  Ihey  the  direction 
of  all  the  Governor's  measures,  than  tliose  he  is  now 
taking. 

I.,et  me,  therefore,  beseech  the  Governor,  from  what 
I  have  said  in  the  first  part  of  this,  to  summon  to  his  Re- 
membrance the  Right  I  have  to  call  upon  him  in  the 
Proprietors  behalf,  and  let  me  without  Rcsenlment  or 
slight,  implore  and  Obtest  him  b}'  all  the  Regard  he 
has  to  his  own  Honour  and  the  Trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  also  to  common  .Justice,  to  have  compassion  on  the 
Proprietors  distressed  family,  and  not  involve  them  fur- 
ther in  a  Labyrinth  of  trouble,  wliich  will  be  the  cer- 
tain consequence  of  these  disorders,  if  not  duly  reme- 
died, of  which  I  should  say  much  more  were  it  fitt  to 
commit  the  whole  to  writing. 

The  Proprietor  deserves  nothing  but  wcH  of  the  Go- 
vernour, why  then  should  he  be  loaded  with  further 
trouble  by  him.' 

The  Council  have  generally  been  very  faithfivl  to  the 
Governor  as  well  as  to  the  Proprietor,  andean  have  no 
private  interest  in  those  points  to  pursue.  AVhy  then 
on  such  important  occasions,  should  all  avenues  be 
wholly  shut  up  to  their  advice.'  or  how  could  the  Go- 
vernor suffer  by  it  should  they  be  consulted  in  filling 
up  every  Commission  as  formerly  has  been  usual.' 

For  my  own  part  I  shall  willingly  Retire  and  i-esigii  up 
every  Trust,  Yet  have  here  thoug-ht  myself  obliged  to 
give  the  Reasons  why  I  think  I  ought  at  this  time  to 
speak,  as  al.so  why  the  Pi'oprietors  unhappy  affairs 


should  now  be  spoken  to — But  if  nothing  but  misfor- 
tunes and  disappointments  must  be  his  Lott,  and  these 
be  drawn  on  him  by  those  he  depended  on  to  serve 
him.  He,  as  well  as  we,  must  submit  to  the  Rigour  of  it! 

 With  which  shall  conclude       ,  ' 

-Tliy  well  wishing  frd. 

J.  LOGAN. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY 

To  Ihe  Froprictor  compla'inhig  of  Ihe  conduct  of  Gov. 
Goo^i.\-s,  towards  the  Territories  of  the  Three  Lowet 
Counties. 

(From  the  orisikal  in   possession  of  Dr.  Logan's 
family.) 

Blay  it  please  ye.  Hone. 

Tho  we  had  the  Misforiune  of  receiving  no  answer  to 
our  address  of  October  last,  delivered  by  Mr.  Clemt. 
Plumsted,  nor  of  having  by  our  present  administration 
in  anj'  wise  cause  to  signify  now  to  ye.  Hone,  any 
amendment  of  the  Greevances  therein  expressed.  Yet 
AVe  think  it  our  Duty  both  in  regard  to  ye.  Hone,  out 
Prope.  and  Governe.  in  Chief,  and  to  those  we  repre- 
sent, as  also  of  our  Selves,  To  acquaint  ye.  Hone, 
which  We  hereby  as  Representatives  of  New  Castle, 
Kent  and  Susses  doe.  That  as  the  Several  Complaints, 
in  our  late  Remonstrance  Mentioned  were  in  themselves 
Truth  and  ffact.  So  we  have  not  b}'  any  means  had  the 
least  abatement  of  those  abuses,  but  instead  thereof  an 
addition,  by  being  this  present  Assembly, not  vouchsafed 
neither  ve.  presence  of  his  hone.  ye.  Lieut,  nor  any 
person  fl  om  him,  but  much  contrary  to  our  Inclination, 
oblidg'd  tj  return  to  our  Respective  homes  withoiit 
being  able  to  provide  those  wholtsome  Laws  for  the 
benefit  and  ease  of  those  We  represent  which  they  might 
and  did  Justly  expect  from  us. 

And  tho  his  hone,  our  Lieut,  Governe.  mett  the  As- 
sembly the  last  year,  yet  We  are  Sorry  to  tell  Ye. 
Hone,  it  was  only  to  continue  his  Slights,  contemptuous 
usage,  and  il  Languirge,  utterly  refusing  any  act  of  Go- 
vermt.  in  Conjunction  with  us. 

As  Lenity,  Moderation  and  Justice  have  ever  been 
the  greatest  motives  of  Peopling,  and  Settling  this  In- 
fant Country  under  ye.  Goverment,  So  we  amongst 
many  others  being-  upon  these  foundations  here  settled, 
humbly  request  that  You  will  be  pleased  not  to  suffer 
those  attributes  for  which  your  self  are  soe  greatly  con- 
spicuous, and  to  which  your  Govermt.  hath  ever  ad- 
hear'd  be  to  the  sorrow  and  loss  of  these  your  Counties 
inverted.  And  we  insted  thereof  reap  and  finde  an 
admijiistratlon  of  which  these  virtues  are  the  least  In- 
gredients. We  fly  to  you  Sr.  as  to  a  fl'athcr,  and  from 
you  expect  our  Deliverance,  and  as  we  are  perswaded 
that  no  such  pressures  (as  in  our  Jast  were  mentioned) 
could  either  be  well  pleasing  to  you  or  beneficial  to  ye. 
People  and  Govermt.  So  in  all  humbleness.  We  intreat, 
that  by  yr.  Honrs,  orders  a  suitable  remedy  may  be  pro- 
vided,'for  the  ease,  quiet  and  welfare  of  these  ye.  Coun- 
ties, and  the  honr.  and  the  intrest  of  the  ffamily. 

Signed  by  the  house. 

JASPER  YEATES,  Speaker. 

Richard  Finmen 
Berkely  Codd 
Allexander  Molosson 


Anderson  Parker 
Nathl.  Starr      .■- .  ' 
John  Roades 
John  Brinkloe     .  '  ' 
James  Steele         '  ' 
New  Cafik,  1 
-  18th  8br.  ^ 

1716.         3  > 
[Directed] 

Honhle.  llilliam  Penn,  Esqre^ 


Samuel  Berry 
John  Coe 
Evan  Jones 

Richard  Richards,  Senr. 
John  ffrench 
James  Robinson 
John  Richardson 
James  James 
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REPORT  ON  PROVIDENT  SOCIETY 


TO  THE  PROVIDENT  SOCIETY  FOR 
PliOiTMENT  OF  THE  POOR. 


EM- 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  tliis  Institution  in  present- 
ing'tiieir  fifth  Annual  Report  to  their  benevolent  con- 
stituents, have  to  state  to  them,  that  the  means  which 
they  adopted  for  the  relief  of  poor  women,  during-  the 
past  seasQn,  did  not  differ  materially  from  those  which 
had  been  employed  for  several  previous  seasons.  Tliey 
consisted  in  the  purchasing  of  materials  and  employing 
poor  women  to  make  tliem  into  muslin  shirts,  at  a  mod- 
erate compensation  for  their  labour.  How  far  this  kind  of 
employment  was  desirable  and  beneficial  to  the  class  of 
poor  people  who  partook  of  it,  will  be  best  understood 
by  mentioning  that  the  number  of  applicants  during  the 
season  was  990,  and  th.at  the  number  of  shirts  made 
was  18,831.  Of  these  a  great  part  has  been  shipped  to 
Southern  ports  in  the  United  States,  for  sale.  Returns 
have  been  made  for  some  parcels  at  satisfactory  prices; 
but  of  others,  although  remittances  have  been  received 
on  account  of  them,  the  accounts  of  sales  have  not  come 
to  hand,  and  the  Board  cannot  ascertain  with  so  much 
certainty  as  on  former  occasions,  the  amount  of  funds 
which  will  be  at  its  command  for  future  operations.  It 
is  believed,  however,  that  the  estimate  made  in  the 
statement  of  the  operations  of  tlie  House,  ])resented 
herewith,  viz:  five  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  may- 
be relied  on  for  this  purpose. 

The  Treasurer's  account  is  also  presented  herewith, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  #G4G  50  has  been 
received  during  the  past  season,  from  subscribers,  and 
that  there  is  now  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  151836  70  in 
cash,  and  §1615  in  a  note  due  the  4th  February  next, 
together  $3451  70.  - 

Applicants  for  work  for  the  approaching  season  have 
been  numerous,  and  the  Board  of  Directors,  desirous  to 
supply  their  wants,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  have 
purchased  a  considerable  quantity  of  muslin,  which  has 
been  cut  up  into  shirts,  and  p  epared  for  delivery  to  the 
work  people;  the  new  Board  will  no  doubt  fix  an  early 
day  for  delivering  the  work  out  to  them. 
:  The  board,  of  directors  have  again  pleasure  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  faithful  and  correct  behaviour  of  the 
work-people  who  have  had  employment  from  this  In- 
stitution. Of  the  large  number  of  slili-t-i  delivered  to  be 
made,  there  are  very  few  missing,  and  the  small  defici- 
ency may  doubtless  be  attributed  to  casualites  arising- 
from  sickness  or  death. 

The  Asylum  for  lost  children  continties  to  be  useful, 
in  affording  protection  to  infent  wanderers,  and  the 
means  of  speedily  restoring-  them  to  their  parents,  or 
friends. 

To  the  friends  and  supporters  of  this  Institution  it  is 
well  knowTi  that  there  is  a  general  want  of  employment 
for  poor  seamstresses  at  this  season  ot  the  year;  and 
■the  usefulness  of  this  Society  has  principally  been,  from 
the  beginning,  the  affording  of  woi-k  which  is  readily 
done,  when  a  better  kind  could  not  be  had  from  other 
sources.  The  benefits  thereof,  although  not  large,  are 
grateful,  coming-  when  most  needed,  at  a  time  of  pe- 
culiar stress,  and  often  cheering-  to  the  minds  of  delicate 
females,  because  they  have  saved  them  from  the  humi- 
liating necessity  of  asking-  alms,  while  they  were  able 
to  labour  for  their  bread. 

The  Board  have  to  apprise  the  Society  that  Elizabeth 
Chapman,  our  late  matron,  who  came  into  our  service 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Institution,  left  us  in  the 
month  of  September  last,  in  order  to  take  cliarg-e  of 
another  important  trust,  viz:  the  office  of  Matron  in  the 
"house  of  Refuge.  It  is  due  to  Mrs.  Chapman  to  state, 
that  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  her  connexion 
with  this  institution,  she  most  faithfully  and  strictly  per- 
formed the  duties  of  her  situation;  and  by  her  industry 
and  good  manag-ement,  aided  by  those  of  her  daughter, 
she  greatly  promoted  the  interests  of  the  concerns  un- 
der her  care . 


On  the  8th  October,  the  Board  elected  Mrs.  Mary 
Queen  to  the  office  of  this  Institution.  She  took  pos- 
session of  the  House  of  Industry  on  the  17tli  November, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  duties  thereof,  with  apparent 
prospect  of  success. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

THOS.  ASTLEY,  Chairman.. 

Attested, 
JoHiT  B.  Ellison,    Secretary.  ' 
Philadelphia,  January  12th,  1829. 


The  Committee  of  accounts  relating  to  the  operation  of  the 
House  of  Industry,  present  the  following  report: 

The  Balance  of  account  with  the  Treasurer, 

on  the  4th  January,  1828,  was       -  5510,555  23 

Since  then  there  has  been  received 

from  the  Treasurer,  for  the  pur-       ^  . 
chase  of  materials,  the  payment  of   ,  ' 
workpeople,  matron,  clerk,  rent,        '  ■     '    '     j  - 
and  other  expenses  of  the  House,  ' 
&  interest  on  money  borrowed  10,078  73         .     .  !  , 
And  there  has  been  repaid  to  ,-  . 

him —  .        >-  - 

From  goods  sold,  of  which  ac-     '    .      :  '  . 

counts  have  been  .  , 

received,  $5,050  04  '       -  . .  '  ■ 

And  on  account  of  oth- 
er goods,  of  which 

-  accounts    of    sales  -  .  ,  . 

have  not  yet  been 

received  4,500  00  .  • 

And   for   interest  of 
money  loaned  22  00    9,572  04.       506  69 


Making  the  balance  of  receipts  and  pay 
ments,  with  the  Treasurer,  from  the  be 
glnning- 

The  total  amount  of  subscription  /  . 

to  the  Society,  according  to  'J 
the  Treasurer's  account?,have  '  • 
been, 

In  the  years  1824,  1825,  1826, 

1827,  as  before  reported  10,598  60 

And  in  the  year  1828,  646  50 


11,061  92 


11,245  19 


The  expenses  of  the  House  of  Industry,  have  been. 
In  the  years  1824,  1825,  1826,  1827,  as  be- 
fore reported 
And  in  the  year  1828, 


Balance, 


For  this  Balance  the  Institution  has — 
Cash  and  note,  as  per  Treasurer's  account 
Goods  shipped  for  sale  to  Savannah,  ac- 
count of  sale  not  received,  valued  at 
Balance  of  goods  shipped  for  sale  to  New- 
Orleans,  accounts  not  received:  may  pro- 
duce in  addition  to  the  remittance  receiv- 
ed on  account 
Goods  on  h.and,  may  produce 
Sundry  small  debts  due  to  the  Company,  for 


4,423  48-^ 
689  52 

5,113  00^ 
5,948  91^ 

$11,061  92 

3,451  70 

700  00 


goods  sold 


1,000  00 
150  00 

300  00 

$5,601  70 


Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
THOMAS  ASTLEY, 
ANTHONY  M.  BUCKLEY 
.TOHN  R.  NEFF, 

Philadelphia,  January  \Qth,  1829 


/  Comn 
*    C  Acc 


mittee  of 
ccounts. 
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INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 


PRESIDENT'S   INAUGUliAIi  ACOJiESS, 
delivehed  by 
GENERAI,  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

On  being  sworn  Mo  office,  as  President  of  the  Uniied 
States,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1829. 

Fellow  Citizens: — xVbout  to  undertake  the  arduous 
duties  that  I  have  been  appointed  to  perform,  by  the 
choice  of  a  free  people,  I  avail  myself  of  this  custom- 
ary and  solemn  occasion,  to  express  the  gratitude  which 
their  confidence  inspires,  and  to  acknowledge  tha  ac- 
countabdlty  vvhich  my  situation  enjoins.  While  the 
magnitude  of  their  interests  convinces  me  that  no 
tlianks  can  be  adequate  to  the  honor  tliey  have  con- 
ferred, it  admonishes  me  that  the  best  return  I  can 
make,  is  the  zealous  dedication  of  my  humble  abilities 
to  their  service  and  their  good. 

As  the  instrument  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  it  will 
devolve  on  me,  for  a  stated  period,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  to  superintend  their  foreign  and 
their  confederate  relations;  to  manage  their  revenue; 
to  command  their  forces;  and,  by  communications  to 
the  Legislature,  to  watch  over  and  to  promote  their 
interests  generally.  And  the  principles  of  action  by 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  accomplish  this  circle  of 
duties,  it  is  now  proper  for  me  briefly  to  explain. 

In  administering  the  laws  of  Congress,  I  shall  keep 
steadily  in  view  the  limitations  as  well  as  the  extent  of 
the  executive  power,  trusting  thereby  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  my  office,  without  transcending  its  author- 
ity. With  foreign  nations  it  will  be  my  study  to  pre- 
serve peace,  and  to  cultivate  friendship,  on  fair  and 
honourable  terms;  and  in  the  adjustment  of  any  dif- 
ferences that  may  exist  or  arise,  to  exhibit  the  forbear- 
ance becoming-  a  powerful  nation,  rather  thau  the  sensi- 
bility belonging  to  a  gallant  people. 

In  such  measures  as  I  may  be  called  on  to  pursue  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  separate  States,  1  hope  to  be 
animated  by  a  proper  respect  for  those  s.)vereiKn  mem- 
bers of  our  Union;  taking  care  not  to  confound  the  pow- 
ers they  have  reserved  to  themselves,  with  those  they 
have  granted  to  the  confederac)'. 

'I'he  niMnagement  of  the  public  revenue — that  search- 
ing operation  in  all  governments — is  among  the  most 
delicate  and  important  trusts  in  ours;  and  it  will,  of 
course,  demand  no  inconsiderable  shnre  of  my  official 
solicitude.  Under  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  con- 
sidered, it  would  appear  that  advantiige  must  result 
from  the  observance  of  a  strict  and  faithful  economy. — 
Tliis  I  shall  aim  at  the  more  anxiously,  both  because  it 
will  facilitrtle  the  extinguishment  of  the  nation:d  debt — 
the  unnecessary  duration  of  Vi'hich  is  incompatible  with 
real  independence — and  because  i' will  counfciact  that 
tendancy  to  public  and  private  proflig-acy,  which  a  pro- 
fuse expenditure  of  money  by  the  Government,  is  but 
too  apt  to  engender.  Powerful  auxiliaries  to  the  at- 
tainment of  this  desirable  end,  arc  to  be  found  in  the 
regulations  provided  by  the  wisdom  of  Coiigre.ss,  for 
the  spccilic  appropriation  of  public  money,  and  the 
prompt  accountability  of  public  oficers. 

Witli  regard  to  a  proper  selection  of  the  subjects  of 
impost,  with  a  view  to  revenue,  it  would  seem  to  me 
that  the  spirit  of  equity,  caution  and  compromise,  in 
whicli  the  Constitution  was  founded,  requires  that  the 
great  interests  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
factures, shotdd  be  equally  favoured;  and  that,  the  only 
exception  to  Ibis  rule,  should  consist  in  the  peculiar 
encouragement  of  any  products  of  either  of  tliem,  that 
may  be  found  essential  to  our  national  independence. 

internal  improvement,  and  the  diffusion  of  informa- 
tion, so  far  as  tiny  can  be  promoted  by  the  con.stitu- 
tional  acts  of  the  Federal  Government,  are  of  high  im- 
portance. 

Considering  standing  armies  as  dangerotis  to  free 
governments,  in  time  of  peace,  I  shall  not  seek  to  en- 
large our  present  establishment,  nordisregaul  that  sa- 


lutary lesson  of  political  experience  vvhich  teaches 
that  the  military  should  be  held  subordinate  to  the  ci- 
vil power.  'I'lie  gradual  increase  of  our  Navj',  whose 
flag  has  displayed,  in  distant  climes,  our  skill  in  navi- 
gation, and  our  fame  in  arms;  the  preservation  of  our 
forts,  arsenals,  and  dockyards;  and  the  introduction  of 
progressive  improvements  in  the  discipline  and  science 
of  both  branches  of  our  military  service,  are  so  plainly 
prescribed  by  prudence,  that  I  should  be  excused  for 
omitting  their  mention,  sooner  than  for  enlarging  on 
their  importance.  But  the  bulwark  of  our  defence  is 
the  national  militia,  vvhich,  in  the  present  .state  of  our 
intelligence  and  population,  must  render  us  invincible. 
As  long  as  our  government  is  administered  for  the  good 
of  the  people,  and  is  regulated  by  their  will;  as  long 
as  it  secures  to  us  the  rights  of  person  and  of  propertj', 
liberty  of  conscience,  and  of  the  press,  it  will  be  worth 
defending,  and  so  long  as  it  is  worth  defending,  a  patri- 
otic militia  will  cover  it  with  an  impenetrable  cegis. — 
Partial  injuries  and  occasional  mortifications  we  may  be 
subjected  to,  but  a  million  of  armed  freemen  possessed 
of  the  means  of  war,  can  never  be  conquered  by  a  for- 
eign foe.  To  any  just  system,  therefore,  calculated  to 
strengthen  this  natural  safegard  of  the  country,  I  shall 
cheerfully  lend  all  the  aid  in  my  power. 

li  will  be  my  sincere  and  constant  desire,  to  observe 
towards  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  a  just  and 
liberal  policy;  and  to  give  that  humane  and  considerate 
attention  to  their  rights  and  their  wants,  which  are  con- 
■sistent  with  the  habits  of  our  government,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  our  people. 

The  recent  demonstration  of  pubic  sentiment  in- 
scribes, on  the  list  of  executive  duties,  in  characters 
too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  the  task  of  refm-rti;  which 
will  require,  particularly,  the  correction  of  those  abu- 
ses that  have  brought  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment into  conflict  with  the  freedon  of  elections, 
and  the  counteraction  of  those  causes  which  have  dis- 
turbed the  rightful  course  of  appointment,  and  have 
placed  or  continued  power  in  unfaithful  or  incompe- 
tent hands. 

In  the  performance  of  a  task  thus  generally  delinea- 
ted, I  shall  endeavour  to  select  men  whose  diligence 
and  talents  will  ensure,  in  their  respective  stations,  able 
and  faithful  co-operation. — depending,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  public  service,  more  on  the  integrity  and 
zeal  of  the  public  ofiicei'.=,  than  on  their  numbers. 

A  diffidence,  perhaps  too  just,  in  my  own  cj^ualifica- 
tions,  will  teach  me  to  look  with  reverence  to  the  exam- 
ples of  public  virtue  left  by  my  illustrious  prcdeces-' 
sors,  and  with  veneration-  to  the  lights  that  flow  from 
the  mind  that  founded,  and  the  mind  that  reformed  our 
i-ystem.  The  same  diffidence  induces  me  to  hope  for 
instruction  and  aid  from  the  coordinate  branches  of  the 
government,  and  for  the  indulgence  and  support  of  my 
fellow  citizens  generally.  And  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
goodness  of  that  fower  whose  providence  mercifully 
protected  our  national  infancy,  and  has  since  upheld 
Gwx  liberties  in  various  vicissitudes,  encourages  me  to 
offer  up  my  ardent  supplications  thatlle  will  continue  to 
make  our  beloved  country  the  object  of  his  divine  care 
and  gracious  benediction.  -  ~ 

HON.  MATTHIAS  IIOLI.ENBACK. 

The  Hon.  Matthias  IIollenback,  whose  death  was 
announced  in  your  paper  of  last  week,  was  born  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  in  Hanover,  upon  the  Swatara,  then 
I^ancaster,  now  Lebanon  co.  Pennsylvania.  Here  he 
wasinnured  to  all  the  sufTering-s  and  privations  incident 
to  a  frontier  settlement  at  that  early  day.  Possessed  of 
a  firm  and  vigorous  constitution,  and  endued  by  nature 
with  a  strong,  active  and  enterprising  mind,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  joined  the  first  adventurous  party,  who 
came  to  make  a  permanent  settlement,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Cennecticut,  in  the  Valley  of  Wyoming. — 
This  was  in  the  autum  of  1769.    From  this  period  the 
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history  of  his  long'  and  eyi2ntual  life,  is  iudeutified  with 
the  history  cf  this  part  of  the  Country. 

In  the  controversy  between  Pennsylvania  and  Con- 
necticut, he  actively  and  firmly  adhered  to  the  latter, 
under  whose  auspices  he  had  embai-ked  his  youthful 
fortunes,  and  whose  claims  he  regarded  as  paramount 
to  every  other,  until  the  right  of  soil  and  the  right  of  ju- 
risdiction to  the  country  wisre  decreed  by  a  competc-nt 
tribunal  to  be  in  the  formeri  From  that  moment  he 
yielded  obedience  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  contributed  all  in  liis  pou  er  to  quiet  the 
turbulent,  and  to  reconcile  the  disaifected  to  the  legit- 
im.ate  authorities. 

The  dispute  between  Pennsjlvania  and  Connecticut, 
had  assumed  all  the  characteristics  of  a  civil  war,  and 
-notwithstanding  the  conciliatory  recommendations  and 
remonstrances  of  tlie  continental  congress;  it  was  con- 
tinued during  the  revolutionary  strugg'le.  Whilst  the 
poor  and  destitute  settlers  were  suffering  on  the  one 
side  from  the  common  enemies  of  the  country,  the  Brit- 
ash,  the  savage  Indians,  andtlte  worse  than  savage  Tories, 
they  were  attacked  on  the  other,  and  endured  equal 
distress,  by  military  parties  under  the  authority  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Thus  surrounded  with  difficulties,  and  dangers,  cal- 
culated to  appal  the  stoutest  heart,  at  a  period  too  when 
many  good,  but  timid,  men,  doubted,  hesitated,  and 
ienTid;  1/oung  Hulleiiback,  in  want  of  every  thing  but 
personal  courage  and  patriotic  feeling,  was  approached 
by  one  of  those  agents  of  the  mother  country,  whose 
bland  and  fascinating  manners  and  duplicit)"-  of  heart 
.marked  him  out  as  a  ht  emissary  for  "treason,  stratagem 
and  spoil."  On  the  one  hand,  the  efforts  making  to 
free  the  country  from  British  dominion,  was  represented 
as  entirely  hopeless,  and  that  upon  failure,  poverty, 
shame  and  dea'h,  erery  where  awaited  the  active  par- 
tizanjon  the  other.by  espousing  tlie  cause  of  the  British 
Jung,  monej',  office  and  honor  would  be  immediately 
conferred,  and  a  life  of  ease  and  independence  secured. 
The  )  outh  stood  firm.  He  was  not  to  be  allured  from 
the  path  of  duty.  He  had  taken  his  resolutioni  staked 
'his  all  upon  tlie  issue,  and  was  willing  to  abide  the 
result. 

In  1776  (perhaps  the  following  year,)  two  companies 
were  raised  in  Wyoming,  in  one  of  whicli  3-oung  Holl- 
enback  was  appointed  a  lieutenant.  He  was  active  and 
successful  in  filling-  up  and  preparing  his  company  for 
active  service,  and,  shortly  after  joined  the  army  under 
General  Washington  in  the  Slate  of  N.  Jersey.  His 
merits  were  soon  discovered  and  properly  appreciated 
J  by  llie  General,  who  frequently  consulted  him  in  relation 
to  the  frontier  settlements  and  the  means  of  defending 
them  against  the  incursions  of  the  er.eniy.  He  partici- 
pated in  all  the  sufferings  of  our  half-ft:d  and  half  cloth- 
ed troops  during  the  winter  campaign  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  and  was  on  several  occasions  employed  by 
the  General  in  the  execution  of  confidential  agencies. 

Such  was  the  patriotism  and  spirit  of  the  Wyoming 
settlers,  that,  during  the  short  period,  when  they  were 
not  immediately  threatened  with  attacks  from  the  ene- 
my, almost  every  efficient  man  among  them  joined  the 
regular  army  and  left  their  families  without  protection. 
This  calm  portended  a  storm.  The  defenceless  state 
of  the  frontier  invited  aggression.  The  valley  again 
began  to  suffer  from  the  tomahawk,  scalping  knife,  and 
fire  brand;  and  early  in  1778,  it  was  discovered  that  a 
horde  of  British,  Indians  and  Tories  were  collected  upon 
the  Susquehannah  frontier,  and  preparing  to  poui'  down 
upon  the  valleyof  \Vyomirg,and  exterminate  the  defence 
less  settlers.  The  officers  from  Wyoming,  urged  the 
General  to  send  a  force  for  its  protection,  or  to  permit 
the  two  companies  drawn  from  this  settlement  to  return, 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  their  aged  and  helpless 
parents,  wives  and  children.  But  such  Was  the  situation 
of  the  army  that  no  adequate  force  could  be  spared. — 
An  intense  anxiety  was  felt  among  the  officers,  some 
obtained  furloughs,  and  some  resigned,  and  returned  to 


the  valley.  Every  preparation  was  made  in  their  pow- 
er to  repel  their  invaders.  About  350  men  marched 
out  to  meet  the  enemy.  They  were  drawn  into  an  am- 
buscade— The  result  is  known —Wyoming  was  reduced 
to  widowhood  and  orphanage.  About  5U  only  escaped 
this  dib-astrous  battle,  ofwiiomthe  subject  of  this  notice 
was  one. 

Articles  of  capitula'ion,  in  which  security  and  pro-- 
tection  of  life  and  property  were  stipulated,  were  no 
sooner  made  than  tliey  were  violated  on  the  part  of  the 
faithless  and  blood-thirsty  enemy.  What  property 
could  not  be  carried  away  was  burned  and  destroyed, 
and  the  remnant  of  the  settlers  were  driven  naked  and 
houseless  to  the  surrounding  mountains.  Lieutenant 
Hollenback,  whose  property  was  all  destroyed,  stili 
clung  to  the  valley  and  participated  in  all  its  sufferings 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

Upon  the  settlement  of  the  controversy  between 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  and  upon  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  disputed  tei'ritory 
of  1786,  Mr.  Hollenback  was  chosen  and  appointed  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Luzerne  County;  ami 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed an  associate  Judge,  which  office  he  sustained 
with  reputation  till  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was 
honoured  with  the  command  of  a  regiment  by  his  fel- 
low citizens — a  military  office,  being  almost  the  only  one 
in  Pennsylvania  compatible  with  that  of  a  Judge. 

In  all  the  great  political  struggles  wliich  have  agi- 
tated the  country.  Judge  Hollenback  vi'as  actively  and 
firmly  attached  to  the  cause  of  the  people.  In  the  recent 
conflict,  although  most  of  those  around  liim  with  whom 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  act  entertained  different 
views,  and  although  he  was  exceedingly  enfeebled  by 
disease,  he  procured  himself  to  be  carried  to  the  poll, 
and  there  for  the  last  time,  exercised  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  favour  of  the  distinguished  individual  who  h.as 
succeeded  to  the  presidency.  He  was  firm!}'  persuaded 
that  the  interests  of  the  country  demanded  this  prefer- 
ence, and  he  acted  accordingly. 

It  is  believed  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  any  Chris- 
tian church;  but  it  is  kn<.wn  that  he  reverenced  the 
religion  of  the  cross.  Throughout  his  life  he  contri- 
buted liberally  to  the  support  of  that  communion  and 
its  pastors  to  wlrch  he  was  conscientiously  attached, 
and  it  is  feared  it  will  long  feel  the  want  of  his  support- 
ing hand. 

His  life  was  a  life  of  temperance,  industry,  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business,  the  full  fi'uits  of  which  he  enjoyed 
in  almost  uninterrupted  health  until  his  last  illness,  and 
an  ample  fortune.  From  the  incidents  of  his  life  the 
j'oung  may  draw  useful  lessons  for  the  regulation  of  their 
conduct,  and  from  his  death  all  may  learn,  that  man  is 
mortal — That  neither  riches,  nor  honours,  nor  virtue, 
nor  age,  can  form  any  shield  against  the  fell  desfrc/yer. 

[miheiharrc  Bern. 


EDUCATION. 
AVe  doubt  whether  any  general  S3'stem  of  education 
could  be  much  more  expensive  to  many  of  the  counties 
of  this  commonwealth,  than  the  system  now  in  operation, 
miserable  and  defective  as  it  is;  and  indeed  taking  the 
benefits  into  consideration,  there  is  no  doubt  in  our 
minds  that  the  most  effective,  though  actually  requiring 
a  perhaps  greater  expenditure  of  money,  yet  in  the  end 
would  be  found  to  be  the  cheapest. 

To  enable  our  readers  to  form  some  idea  upon  this 
subject,  we  annex  the  cost  of  education  of  poor  cliildren 
only,  in  several  of  the  counties  of  this  state  during  the 
last  year. 


Lancaster 
Chester 
Franklin 
York 

Cumberland 
Northampton 


§6,564 
4,125 
3,914 
2,657 
2,623 


72| 
55 
40 
05^ 
97" 


2,092  414 


Washington 
Adams 
Mifflin 
Huntingdon 
Allegheny 
W  estmoreland 
Bedford 


§1,367 
1,032 
821 
612 
468 


07 
88 
81 

32 
8H 


278  25^ 
165  62 A 
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HAHnisnune  lANCASTEniAN  school. 

In  the  year  ending'  January  4,  1829.  The  whole 
number  of  children  taug'ht  in  the  said  school,  was  three 
hundred  and  thirty. 

The  number  of  children  taug-ht  in  the  said  school, 
whose  parents,  g'uardians  or  friends,  have  defi'ayed  or 
ag-reed  to  defi-ay,  any  part  of  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
pense of  their  tuition,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  four. 

The  amount  received  for  the  tuition  of  children  whose 
parents,  g'uardians  or  friends  Iiave  defrayed  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  their  education,  was  fifty  five  dollars  and 
eig'lit  cents. 

The  amonnt  due  for  the  tuition  of  children  whose 
parents,  guardians  or  friends  have  agreed  to  pay  the 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  their  education  is  two  hundred 
and  fifty  one  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 
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REPORT  OF  EDW.  F.  GAY,  Enoineeti. 

To  the  Board  of  Caiwl  Commissioners  of  Ike  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

GENTLE^irEtr, 

Having-  completed  the  examinations  of  the  Alle- 
gheny, Monongalicia,  and  Ohio  rivers  in  conformity 
with  instructions  received  from  Joseph  M'ilvain,  Esq. 
I  have  t'ie  honour  to  submit  the  following  reports  on 
each  of  the  several  routes,  according  to  the  order  in 
which  they  were  named  in  those  instructions. 

1st.  THE  ALLEGHENY  ROUTE. 

A  detailed  copy  of  the  instructions  which  guided  my 
examinations  in  tlie  route,  are  as  follows: 

"To  make  the  necessary  examinations,  surveys  and 
levels  along  the  valley  of  the  Allegheny  river,  from  the 
mouth  of  French  creek  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskemlne- 
tas,  and  to  report  upon  the  practicability  and  estimated 
cost  of  making  a  canal  between  tlie  said  points;  also 
ii]3on  tlic  practicability  and  estimated  cost  of  improving 
the  navigation  of  said  river  for  steamboats,  by  dams  and 
locks,  between  the  said  iioints.  And  also  upon  the 
practicabllitj'  and  estimated  cost  of  improving-,  by  dams 
and  locks,  the  navigation  of  said  river  for  common  canal 
boats,  between  said  points.  And  also,  upon  the  prac 
ticability  and  estimated  cost  of  making  a  navigable  coitit 
munication  between  the  said  points,  partly  by  canal  and 
partly  by  dams  and  locks." 

In  compfuance  with  these  instructions,  I  shall  proceed 
to  notice  1st,  the  pi-acticability  and  estimated  cost  of 
making  a  canal  between  said  points. 

In  traversing-  the  section  of  the  Allegheny  river,  now 
in  question,  the  eye  of  the  engineer  is  jiresented  with  a 
greater  extent  of  more  serious  obstacles  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canal,  than  are  usual  along  rivers  of  a  similar 
size.  Hig-h,  preci|5ltous  hills  project  on  either  side,  to 
the  waters  edge  for  a  greater  part  of  the  whole  distance, 
alFording  to  the  progress  of  a  canal,  an  almost  continued 
succession  of  high  embankments.  These  are  frequently 
to  be  made  in  deep  water,  but  more  commonly  at  an 
irregular  surface,  composed  of  detaclied  masses  of  rock. 
Occasionally  flats  or  bottom  land  afford  some  relief  to 
the  roughness  of  the  route,  but  these  are  so  trifling  in 
extent,  in  comparison  with  the  bluffs,  that  tlie  whole 
line  is  rendered  remarkably  expensive,  and  unusually, 
unfavourable. 

As  the  board  have  already  been  lurnithed  with  a  mi- 
nute, and  I  maj'  add  correct  description  of  the  character 
of  this  valley  for  canaliing,  in  the  report  of  Judge  Gcd- 
des  of  1826, 1  deem  it  unnecessary  to  remark  further  on 
tliis  subject,  and  shall  proceed  to  state  that  the  present 
examinations  were  made  with  a  view  to  a  canal  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  Having  had  no  particular  instruc- 
tions with  reference  to  this  subject,  1  selected  this 
side  on  the  presumption,  that  as  the  examinations  of 
1826  were  made  on  the  west  side,  it  would  be  more  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  board,  as  well  as  to  others  interested, 
if  the  present  one  was  made  on  the  east  side. 

The  only  appai-cnt  obstacles  of  iniportanco,  which 


present  themselves  to  the  construction  oFa  canal  on  this 
side,  that  do  not  appear  to  exist  to  an  equal  extent  on 
the  opposite,  are  the  crossings  of  the  Clarion,  Redbank 
and  Mahoning.  These  are  all  streams  of  considerable 
size  and  impoi-tahce,  and  would  be  valuable  as  feeders, 
but  that  the  inconsiderable  quantity  of  fall,  and  the  ex- 
cessive roughness  of  their  banks  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
mouths,  precludes  the  possibility  of  their  introduction 
into  the  level  of  a  canal,  without  incurring  serious  ex- 
pense. 

The  estimated  line  of  canal  commences  about  fifteen 
chains  below  the  mouth  of  French  creek,  and  its  level 
was  assumed  at  20  feet  above  the  river  surface.  That 
was  done  with  a  view  to  its  crossing  the  Allegheny  on 
an  aqueduct,  and  its  extension  up  the  valley  of  French 
creek,  by  which  means  it  would  receive  its  fir.st  supply 
of  water  from  tli.at  stream.  -  All  further  supplies,  it  is 
proposed  to  take  from  the  river  by  three  dams,  the  lo- 
cation of  which  are  as  follows:  1  he  1st  at  Patterson's 
falls  on  the  thirtieth  mile,  the  2d  at  F,arly's  Ripple, 
sixty -third  mile ;  and  the  3d  at  Fort  Run  ripple,  three 
miles  below  Kittaning,  being  at  the  end  of  the  eighty- 
first  mile.  'I'he  top  line  of  this  dam  is  planned  on  a 
level  with  the  top-water  line  with  the  Kiskeminetas  ca- 
nal. The  localities  of  each  of  these  dams  are  favourable 
as  accumulating  sufiicient  fall  to  place  the  canal 
almost  immediately  out  of  reach  of  freshets.  Objec- 
tions may  be  raised  to  thj;.se  dams  as  injuring  the  natural 
navigation  of  the  river.  This  can  only  be  remedied  by 
tlie  cons'ruction  of  river  locks,  or  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  suggested  by  Judge  Geddes,  viz.  the  running  a 
wall  parallel  to  the  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  ci-eating- 
power,  and  the  elevation  of  the  water  into  thercanal  by 
machinfliy. 

Considering  this  an  uncei  tain  method  of  supplying  a 
canal,  constructed  along  a  rocky  valley  like  tlie  Alle- 
gheny, where  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  water 
must  necessarily  be  lost  by  filtration,.  I  have  estimated 
the  line  with  a  view  to  its  supply  by  dams  as  above  pro- 
posed. 

By  the  present  examinations,  the  distance  from  the 
mouth  of  French  creek  to  the  Kiskeminetas  is  93J 
miles,  and  the  fall  is  22,3  feet.  That  this  result  differs 
materially  fi-om  the  one  of  1826,  will  readily  be  perceiv- 
ed; and  1  am  aware  that  it  will  produce  much  excite- 
ment in  the  minds  of  tlic  board,  as  well  as  of  others  in- 
terested; an  excitement,  however,  which  I  cannot  other- 
wise relieve,  than  by  assiu-ing  them,  that  great  care  was 
preserved  in  taking  our  measurements,  both  of  distance- 
and  fall.  And  also,  that  the  United  States'  engineers,, 
who  were  engaged  on  the  Allegheny  at  the  same  time 
with  ourselves,  and  who  completed  their  examinations 
of  the  section  of  the  river,  on  the  same  day,  produced 
very  nearly  the  same  result  that  we  did,  the  diff'erence 
being  less  than  one  foot  in  fall,  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
in  distance.  This  difference  ma)'  easily  have  originated 
in  a  selection  of  the  points  of  starting-  and  terminating-. 
Having  made  mj^self  acquainted  with  this  fact,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  presenting  to  the  board  both  the  distance 
and  fall  .as  stated  above  with  full  confidence  in  their  ac- 
curacy. 

The  locks  on  the  line  have  been  dropped  at  such 
intervals  as  to  preserve  the  surface  of  the  canal  above 
the  freshets. 

The  estimates  have  been  made  for  a  canal  28  feet  wide 
on  the  bottom,  and  the  towing  path  12  feet  wide  at  the 
top.  The  river  embankments  to  be  supported  by  a 
wall  of  stone.  Aqueducts  with  stone  abutments  and 
wooden  superstructures. 

The  only  deviation  proposed  on  the  line,  from  the 
the  common  form  of  the  canal,  is  immediately  below 
the  mouth  of  Crooked  creek,  (see  map  No.  18.)  This 
stream  enters  into  a  narrow  channel  of  the  Alleghen)', 
on  tlie  east  side  of  an  island;  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  long,  and  a  few  rods  below  its  head.  It  is  here 
proposed  to  embank  from  the  south  end  of  Crooked 
creek  aqueduct  to  the  island,  and  continue  the  towing- 
path  along  on  the  side  of  it  to  the  lower  end,  from 
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thence  the  direction  is  favourable  for  its  return  to  the 
main  shore. 

By  enclosing  the  channel  in  the  manner  as  above  de- 
scribed, the  junction  of  Crooked  creek  w  ith  the  river 
will  be  formed  above  the  island.  The  g-reat  width  of 
the  west  channel  at  this  place,  renders  this  plan  perfect- 
ly feasible,  and  besides  the  advantages  of  furnishing  a 
iine  basin  or  reservoir,  it  will  save  in  cost  $6,24:5. 

From  the  foot  of  lock  No.  28  to  the  end  of  mile  81st, 
the  canal  is  continued  on  a  level  to  its  intersection  with 
tlie  Kiskeminetas  canal,  by  which  means,  the  feeder 
taken  from  the  dam  at  Fort  run,  will  be  introduced  into 
that  canal.  Notwithstanding  the  ground  passed  over 
on  this  section  of  the  line  is  more  favourable  than  any 
other  for  a  canal,  yet,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  river,  the 
great  elevation  necessary  to  attain  the  level  of  tlie  Kis- 
keminetas canal,  renders  the  construction  of  such  parts 
of  the  line  as  require  embankment,  very  expensive. 

The  fall  from  the  month  of  French  creek  to  the  level 
of  the  Kiskeminetas  canal,  is  155  feet.  To  this  add  20 
ftot  for  the  assumed  elevation  of  the  aqueduct  at  French 
creek,  and  the  fall  on  the  present  line  will  be  205  feet. 

The  following  summary  will  exhibit  the  cost  of  each 
mile,  including  excavation  of  earth  and  rock,  embank- 
ment wall,  grubbing,  aqueducts,  bridges,  culverts, 
fencing,  &.c.  calculated  at  prices  varying  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  work  and  the  facilities  offered  for 
doing  it.  .... 
ESTIMATE. 


Miles. 

Bolls. 

Cts. 

Miles. 

Bolls. 

Cts. 

No.  1 

20816 

17 

49 

:.  55220 

10 

2 

685 

10 

50 

■  /  ~  26450 

61 

25353 

14 

51 

■ .  >  .  8362 

15 

4 

30501 

50 

52  t: 

. , "  3971 

20 

5 

6464 

32 

53  '• 

•  -  •  24400 

37 

6 

15032 

45 

54!   ■  ■ 

22250 

4 

7 

19910 

2 

SS 

r  157T6 

20 

45820 

63 

-56  . 

3410 

45 

9 

34106 

11 

57  - 

"  17060 

31 

10 

1 5480 

6 

58 

16116 

10 

n 

7908 

15 

59  ■ 

33100 

95 

12 

19240 

00 

60  : 

34150 

6 

13 

20320 

25 

61  ' 

■    •  17024 

15 

14 

13016 

70 

62 

•  26800 

13 

15 

34516 

20 

63  ■ 

3521 

50 

16 

12180 

5 

64 

17400 

62 

17 

10850 

31 

65 

27910 

12 

.  18 

13750 

6^; 

66 

12801 

09 

19 

37910 

50 

67 

20010 

37 

20, 

16320 

25 

68 

63260 

50 

21 

10240 

10 

69 

31720 

15 

22 

6651 

•12 

70 

3645 

6 

23  - 

21010 

44 

71 

4250 

44 

24 

7192 

15 

72 

21310 

12 

25 

13206 

25 

73 

5850 

62 

25 

24800 

31 

74 

35632 

00 

27 

3601 

11 

75 

50680 

15 

28 

10050 

62 

76 

40320 

25 

29 

'23560 

20 

77 

21150 

10 

30 

12262 

15 

'  78 

3875 

18 

31 

7924 

10 

-  79 

4760 

42 

32 

14588 

31 

80 

30745 

08 

33 

28204 

50 

81 

5486 

00 

34 

6312 

44 

82 

3850 

15 

35 

5490 

00 

83 

5756 

25 

36 

18250 

62 

84 

1S382 

06 

37 

10780 

6 

85 

'36760 

62 

38 

8742 

12 

86 

11551 

14 

-  39 

18580 

25 

87 

30680 

44 

40 

495.01 

37 

88  -  '^ 

6225 

00 

41 

25250 

10 

89 

, 32450 

12 

42 

10368 

81 

90 

13880 

50 

43 

12130 

15 

91 

5371 

31 

44 

27945 

10 

92 

43710 

06 

45 

10410 

00 

9'3i 

17080 

15 

46 

14030 

25 

47 

3950 

6 

1,735,346 

06 

48 

30510 

37 

Add  205  feet  lockage  at  ^500  per  foot  102,500  00 
Cost  of  3  feeders  -  -  71,735  00 


1,909,581  06 

Add  10  per  cent,     -  -  190,958  10 


Total  cost,  ^2, 100 ,539  16 


ALLEGHENY  SLACK  WATER. 

I  now  proceed  to  notice  the  practicability  and  esti- 
mated cost  of  improving  the  river  by  locks  and  dams  for 
steamboats,  between  the  mouth  of  French  creek  and 
Kiskeminetas. 

It  is  to  this  species  of  improvement,  that  this  river  is 
peculiarly  adapted.  Its  banks  are  uniformly  high,  and 
the  fall  is  generally  accumulated  at  the  ripples,  between 
which  the  pools  are  still  and  deep. 

To  locate  dams  therefore,  at  such  places  as  would 
overcome  the  fall  at  the  ripples  without  the  necessity  of 
excavating  the  river  bed,  has  been  the  object  of  the 
present  examinations.  With  this  view,  high  dams  have 
been  located,  as  being  the  only  effectual  plan  to  make 
the  improvement  complete. 

Owing  to  the  extensive  gravel  bars,  formed  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  many  of  the  ripples,  the  adoption  of  low  dams, 
&  consequent  low  levels,  would  renderextensive  excava 
tions  necessary  below  the  outlet  locks.  In  order  to  attain 
asufficient  depth  of  water,  an  item  of  serious  expense, 
and  in  addition  to  the  expense,  the  progress  of  steam- 
boats confined  to  these  narrow  channels,  must  at  all 
times  be  hazardous.  The  advantages  attending  the 
construction  of  liigh  dams  as  proposed,  will  be  to  avoid 
tlie  above  mentioned  inconveniences.  To  create  a  sa- 
ving of  ten  dams,  and  by  extending  the  length  of  the 
pools,  materially  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  steamboats. 

I  am  aware  that  a  strong  prejudice  exists  in  the  minds 
of  many  interested  in  this  improvement  against  the 
adoption  of  high  dams,  for  which  two  reasons  are  as- 
signed: 

1st.  That  they  will  tend  materially  to  injure  the  raft- 
ing interest  which  is  of  great  importance  to  the  river. 

2d.  That  a  corresponding  rise  in  the  spring  freshets 
will  be  ijroduced  equal  to  the  full  heig-ht  of  the  dams, 
thereby  doing  much  injury  to  private  property. 

With  regard  to  the  first  objection,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  my  belief,  that  after thedams  are  com- 
pleted, the  water  will  never  rise  sufficiently  high  m 
freshets  to  admit  lumber  to  pass  over  them  in  safety. 

The  locks  however,  have  been  planned  sufficiently 
large  to  allow  rafts  to  pass  through  them. 

As  a  fgreat  portion  of  the  lumber  comes  down  the 
tribirtaries  of  the  Alleg-heny,  the  rapidity  of  their  course 
will  undoubtedly  be  checked  on  arriving  at  the  pools 
formed  by  the  dams,  and  their  progress  down  the  navi- 
gation be  extremely  slow.  How  far  this  inconvenience 
will  compare  with  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an 
improvement  of  the  river,  is  a  question  which  I  shall 
pass  over  without  comment,  as  being  a  subject  for  dis- 
cussion to  be  decided  by  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature, 
and  proceed  to  the  secand  objection,  by  observing  that 
the' impression  received  in  relation  to  an  increased  rise 
in  the  water  in  freshets,  caused  by  the  dams,  is  altogeth- 
er erroneous,  and  generally  originates  with  those  who 
have  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  the  subject.  So  ftu- 
from  an  increase  in  the  ordinary  rise,  it  is  on  the  other 
hand  considerably  diminished.  On  the  Schuylkill  river, 
where  this  species  of  improvement  has  been  adopted  to 
a  considerable  extent,  and  where  the  height  of  dams  va- 
ry from  7  to  27  feet,  I  have  ascertained  both  from  obser- 
vation and  inquiry,  that  no  complaints  are  heard  res- 
pecting this  imaginary  inconvenience.  But  the  better 
to  substantiate  my  own  opinion  with  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject, I  would,  with  pleasurcj  refer  the  board  to  the  in- 
stance of  the  Conestoga  navigation. 

Previous  to  the  improvement  of  that  stream,  high  wa- 
termarks were  seen  along  its  banks,  from  ten  to  twelve 
feet  above  the  surface  of  common  low  Wiiter.    This  was 


168 


CANAL  DOCUMENTS. 


(March 


said  by  all  to  be  the  usual  height  of  the  freshes,  and 
from  this  fact  the  possibility  of  constructing'  permanent 
dams  on  the  stream  was  doubted  by  many.  The  dams, 
however  were  built,  varying'  in  height  from  10  to  14  feet 
above  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  in  no  instance,  since 
tlieir  construction,  has  a  rise  of  the  freshet  on  the  pools 
exceeded  three  feet,  whereas  on  the  unimproved  parts 
of  the  river,  the  same  complaints  are  heard  of  its  rise  as 
formerly. 

The  extraordinarj'  difference  is  easily  accounted  for, 
by  its  inci-eased  surface  on  the  pools  and  its  unobstruct- 
ed discharge  over  the  dams.  Mills  are  in  operation  at 
several  of  tlie  dams,  and  the  slieeling  for  the  water 
wheels  is  placed  but  four  inches  above  the  surface  of 
the  lower  level.  These  have  been  so  little  affected  by 
freshes,  that  their  progress  has  not  been  interrupted  for 
a  single  day. 

Previous  to  the  present  improvement,  the  mills  were 
supplied  with  water  by  low  dams,  the  sheeting  com- 
monly from  one  to  two  feet  higher  than  the  surface  be- 
low the  mills,  and  while  in  this  situation  the  owners 
have  assured  me,  that  in  almost  every  freshet  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mills  were  necessarily  suspended.  Another 
important  fact  relating  to  this  navigation,  is  that  the 
current  on  the  pools  during  a  high  freshet,  in  time  of 
breaking  up  of  the  ice,  was  found  not  to  exceed  1;^ 
miles  per  hour. 

That  interesting  improvement  is  now  completed,  and 
although  cheap  and  simple  iii  its  construction,  yet  -no 
fears  are  entertained  of  its  permaneney.  Vakable  wa- 
ter power  is  created  at  all  the  dams,  and  every  species 
of  craft  that  floats  upon  the  Susquehanna,  has  now  at  all 
times,  easy  and  safe  access  to  the  city  of  Lancaster. — 
Tliese,  togetiier  with  the  trade  incidental  to  a  rich  and 
populous  country,  will  doubtless  render  it  a  profitable 
investment  to  its  enterprising-  proprietors. 

The  above  remarks  have  been  elicited  in  the  hope  of 
di.^pelllng  the  dovihts  and  prejudices  that  exist  with  re- 
g-ard  to  the  adoption  of  high  dams,  and  all  fears  as  to 
any  additional  rise  of  the  water  by  freshes,  equal  to  the 
height  of  the  dams. 

Tiie  construction  of  dams  along  the  Allegheny  will 
necessarily  be  attended  with  Considerable  hazard  and 
consirquent  expense.  This  will  be  chiefly  owing  to  the 
depth  and  velocity  of  the  cvirrent  in  the  channels,  where 
it  was  found  necessary  to  locate  the  dams;  and  to  the 
sudden  rise  of  the  river,  it  being  easily  affected  by 
showers.  An  evidence  of  this  fact  was  afforded  us 
while  engaged  nn  the  river,  by  the  rise  of  four  feet  in  a 
single  niglit;  and  this  the  result  of  a  few  passing  showers 
tlieday  previous.  Such  an  occurrence  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work,  would  unless  due  precautions  were 
taken,  be  productive  of  serious  consequences.  These 
are  uifhculties  however  which  can  be  overcome,  so  far 
as  human  foresight  and  povv-eris  applicable,  by  the  se- 
lection of  prudent  and  energetic  men  as  contractors, 
who,  by  proceeding  cautiously,  and  at  the  same  time  ex- 
peditiously would,  unless  in  some  extraordinary  case, 
coaiplete  the  whole  work  safely  and  permanently. 

A  remarkable  peculiarity  in  the  character  of  this  river 
is,  that  notwithstanding  its  banks  are  lined  with  rocks 
for  a  great  portion  of  its  length,  yet  in  nut  a  single  in- 
st'.mce  can  a  rock  bottom  be  obtained  for  the  foundation 
of  a  dam,  and  in  but  very  few  instances  for  the  locks. 
The  dams  will  in  all  cases  stand  upon  a  bed  of  coarse 
gravel,  and  the  locks  commonly  upon  the  same  mate- 
rial. 

As  the  instructions  given  me  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
aminations and  estimates  for  slackwater  along  this  val- 
lev,  imply  three  distinct  improvements:  the  following 
descriptions  and  the  succeeding  estimate  will  represent 
the  plan  which  is  considered  best  adapted  to  the  river, 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  will  more  properly 
embrace  tlie  terms,  as  stated  in  these  instructions,  an 
improvement  partly  by  canal  and  partly  by  locks  and 

dams.  .    ,  , 

From  French  creek  to  Fort  Run  npplc,  three  mdes 


below  Kittanning,  it  is  proposed  to  cojistruct  eighteen 
dams,  and  twenty-eight  locks.  Dam  No.  1,  to  be  loca- 
ted at  Becks's  ripple  two  and  a  half  miles  below  French 
creek,  and  its  top  of  sufficient  elevation  to  flow  three 
feet  of  water  on  the  present  surface  x>f  that  stream  at  its 
mouth.  This  was  necessary,  in  order  to  give  four  feet 
depth  of  water  at  that  place;  and  by  it  a  safe  and  conve- 
nient harbour  is  formed,  which  will  material!)'  facilitate 
an  extension  of  the  improvement,  shoiddit  hereafter  be- 
come necessary. 

Below  this  place  the  dams  have  all  been  located  at 
such  points  as  the  banks,  bed  of  the  river,  and  desired 
fall,  rendered  favorable.  AVherever  the  height  of  the 
dams  require  two  locks,  pounds  have  been  planned  be- 
tween them.  The  length  of  these  pounds  vary  from 
three  to  fifteen  chains,  according  to  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  obtaining  a  favourable  position  for  the 
outer  lock.  In  two  instances  canals  are  proposed,  viz; 
one  at  Patterson's  falls,  thirty  chains  long';  and  the  oth- 
er at  Early's  ripple,  forty  chains  long-.  Each  of  these 
canals  are  calculated  to  save  a  dam,  as  there  is  a  consid- 
erable fall  in  the  river  at  their  respective  localities; — 
both  the  pounds  and  canals  to  he  sixty  feet  wide. 

At  dam  No.  18,  (marked  No.  19  on  the  map,  and  be- 
ing the  same  proposed  as  a  feeder  dam  for  the  canal 
line)  it  is  proposed  that  the  slackwater  improvement  for 
steamboats  should  terminate,  and  a  connection  be  form- 
ed with  the  Kiskeminetas  line,  by  a  canal. 

Two  important  advantages  would  result  from  this 
plan: 

First,  a  saving  of  lockage  would  be  effected,  as  fol- 
lows:Fall  from  dam  No.  18  to  the  mouth  of  Kiskeminetas, 
41  feet;  lockage  from  the  Kiskeminetas  canal  down  in- 
to the  pool,  30  feet;  total,  71  feet. 

Second,  The  Allegheny  would  be  introduced  as  a  ; 
permanent  feeder  into  the  canal  south  of  the  aqueduct,  i 
as  suggested  in  my  remai'k,  per  canal  report.  i 

The  foot  of  the  slackwater  improvement  and  conse-  | 
quent  commencement  of  the  canal  was  at  first  contem-  ! 
plated  at  Kittanning,  but  the  expense  of  constructing  the 
canal  past  the  steep  slip  hill  belovv  that  town  was  con- 
siflered  a  sufficient  inducement  for  the  altei-ation,  as  by 
the  present  location  tlie  canal  is  not  only  placed  out  of 
reach  of  the  floods  immediately,  but  also  on  favoiu'able  I 
ground.  | 

The  only  mill  now  in  operation  on  the  line  surveyed,  i 
is  at  Catfish  falls.  This  mill  by  the  present  plan  will  be  i 
destroyed.  And  it  is  believed  that  it  cannot  be  saved 
without  enhancing  the  cost  of  the  work  beyond  the  val- 
ue  of  the  mill.  The  removal  of  a  bar  will  also  be  ne- 
cessary at  these  falls  in  order  to  afford  4  feet  depth  of 
water,  but  its  situation  is  such  that  it  can  easily  be  re- 
moved. 

The  estimates  have  been  made  for  crib  dams,  to  be 
built  of  oak  or  pine,  and  to  be  filled  with  stone.  Aeor- 
rect  plan  of  the  dam,  together  with  the  necessary  de- 
scriptions will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  map  No.  22,  in 
the  atlas. 

The  locks  are  estimated  to  be  120  by  26  feet  in  the 
chamber,  and  to  be  built  of  stone.      These  dimensions  | 
were  assumed  as  being  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  low  1 
water  steam  boats  now  in  use  on  the  Ohio.     It  is  calcu-  | 
lated  that  these  boats  will  carry  60  tons  of  freight,  draw- 
ing 3  feet  water,  and  travel  with  two  canal  boats  in  tow,  j 
each  cavrj'ing  forty  tons,  at  the  rate  of  5  miles  per  hour, 
or  average  including  lockage  4  miles  per  hour.  With 
this  view  of  the  subject,  locks  of  this  size  were  deemed 
best  adapted  both  to  the  economy  and  capacity  of  the  | 
improvement.      The.  cost  of  the  dams  and  locks  have 
been  estimated  with  particidar  reference  to  the  difficul-  ! 
ties  which  are  to  be  encountered  in  their  construction. 
The  following  table  will  show  the  number,  height, 
length  and  location  of  each  of  the  dams;  the  numberand 
lift  of  each  of  the  locks,  their  total  fall  from  French 
creek;  the  length  of  the  pools,  the  length  and  cost  of 
each  of  the  pounds,  &c.  height  of  dams  calculated  from 
bed  of  river.    Cost  including-  wing  wall, 
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Height  of  dams,  calculated  from  bed  of  river. 


Cost  including- win.Gf-walls. 


Dams. 


No. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 


Locks. 


Lift  of 
locks. 


No. 
1  &  2 

3 

t  &  5 
5  &  7 
i  &  9 
30 
11 
12  &  13 

14 
15  &  16 

17 
18  &  19 
20  &  21 
22  &  23 
24  &  25 
26  &_27 
28 


Feet. 
6^ each 


eacH 


6 
6 

61 


6^ each 
8 

6  each 

8:  --'  - 
6Jeach 
6' 
6 

6i  : 

6 
8 


Total 
lock- 
age. 


18  This  dam  is_mark 


Feet. 

13 

21 

33 

45 

58 

66 

74 

87 

95 
107 
115 
128 
140 
152 
155 
177 
1S5 
dNol9 


length 

of 
pound; 


Chains 

3  . 

3 
9 

4i 


Localitres  of  the  dams  and  locks 


Names.  - 
Beck's  ripple  and  island. 
Six  mile  run  ripple. 
Foot  of  Sandy  islands. 
Charley's  oven  ripple. 
Ripple  No  18,  J  m.  above  Falling 
Montgomeiy  falls.        -  [.spring. 
Near  Stpovei-'s  ferry. 
30  .   Patterson's  falls. 

Foot  of  Nicholson's  eddy. 
8     Spruce  run  ripple. 
10     Lawrenceburg  ferry. 
6    Rattlesnake  ripple.  , 
15     Armstrong's  ripple,  <oV.~"  -.il , 
3     Ripple  No.  38,  2  ,nia.  above  .Red- 
40     Early's  ripplfe.     '      -  [bank. 
5     Mahoning  ripple. 
3     Near  mouth  of  Pine  creek, 
on  map  Fott-njn  npple. 


length 

Height 

length 

of  the 

of 

of 

Cost  bf 

Cost  of 

pools. 

dams. 

dams. 

■danis. 

pounds. 

m.&ch. 

Fee  . 

Feet. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

2.40  - 

14' 

850 

•  23,550 

822 

3.28 

12 

600 

16,225 

2.65 

13 

•650 

17,550 

812 

4.67 

11 

845 

20,250 

2,439 
1,221 

:  5.07 

14 

695 

19,465 

4.44 

13 

660 

18,480 

2.36 

12 

690 

16,250 

3.60 

13 

858 

22,882 

3,240 

2.34 

,  12 

690 

13,550 

3.50 

12 

655 

15,036 

2,192 

4.24 

11 

860 

18,320 

1,255 

.:2:7f . 

.-14 

665 

17,624 

1,525 

"6.-'4i5. 

-  ■  14 

725 

-20,152 

2,450 

"7.2l^ 

13 

730 

18,990 

812 

4.21 

14 

875 

23,846 

6,950 

6.16 

13 

760 

18,760 

1,150 

4.48 

11 

920 

20,080 

755 

7.60 

18 

800 

25,025 

346,035 

1  25,623 

Cost  of  the  dams,  §346,035 
Pounds  and  canals,  _  -  25,623 

-Removal  of  rocks  and  grav-el  bars  below  the  ^  ■ 

locks,'   .       \  :s;27}5 

Cost  of  12^-  miles  of  canal  from  Fort-run  lo 

Kiskeminetas,  :    "       ;  ,-■219,697 

Guard  lock  at  the  head  of  canal,  :  2,050 
185  feet  of  lockage  at  $1,300  per  foot-lift,    :  .  240,500 


Add  ten  per  cent. 


"  839il8S 

;:/.83;«i'8; 


Total  cost,       ^         ;  -  ;        '  ■  923,098 

Having  thus  shown  the  cost  "of  an  improvement  v/liich, 
from  its  saving  of  dams  and  the  advantages  offered  for 
its  connection  with  the  Kiskeminetas  canal,  seems  at 
present  best  adapted  to  the  river;  it  remains  for  me 
to  exhibit  the  cost  of  an  improvement  for  steam  bo.<its 
between  said  points  by  locks  and  dams  without  canals, 
and  also  an  improvement  for  common,  canal  boats  by 
locks  and  dams.  ^  .        ,  ' 

By  the  first  plan,  the  canal  at  Patterson's  falls  -will  be 
dispensed  with,  and  a  dam  at  the  head  of  Nicholson's 
eddy  765  feet  long  and  11  feet  hig-h  will  be  substituted 
jn  its  stead.  Also  a  dam  at  Dickinson's  falls  685  feet 
long  and  12  feet  high,  in  lieu  of  the  canal  at  Early's  rip- 
ple. By  this  last  alteration  the  height  of  the  dam  at  Ma- 
honing will  be  lessened  2  feet. 

Dam  No.  18,  near  Kittanning  (as  marked  on  the  map) 
930  feet  long  and  13  feet  high  will  be  required.  Dam 
No.  19  will  be  12  feet  high  instead  of  18,  as  represent- 
ed in  preceding  table;  and  dams  No.  20,  990  feet  long 
and  12  feet  high.  -  No.  21,  858  feet  long  and  13  feet 
high.  No.  22,  810  feet  long  and  11  feet  high;  all  of 
which  are  marked  on  the  map,  wilt  be  necessary  to- 
make  the  required  navigation  between  said  points. 

Pounds  between  the  locks  are  estimated  in  this  plan  , 
as  being  necessary  to  any  improvernent  of  the  river,  un- 
less by  low  dams. 

The  number,  localities  and  cost  of  the  damsjfor  an  en- 
tire steam  boat  navigation  will  stand  as  follows;,^-  ■ 

Dam  No.  Localities.  Cost. 

1  Beck's  Ripple,  $23550 

2  Six  mile  run  16225 

3  Foot  of  sandy  islands  17550 

4  Charley's  Oven  ripple       .  20,250 

5  Ripple  No.  18,  j  mile  above,  the 

Falling  spring  19;485 

6  Montgomery's  falls  18,480 

7  Near  Stoover's  ferry  16,250 


22,882 


8 
10 
11 

.  12 
13 
-14 
^■^15 

ti5 

■-17.: 
18" 
:  19. 

•■•20 
21 
22 


.  Patterson's  falls 

A  dam  at  the  head  of  Nicholson's  ed 
dy, (not  marked  on  the  map) 

Foot  of  Nicholson's  eddy 

Spruce  run  ripple 

LawTenceberg  ferry 

Rattlesnake  ripple 

Armstrong's  ripple 

Ripple  No.  38, 2  miles  above  Redbahk  18990 

Early's  ripple  23846 

Dam  at  Dixon's  falls,  not  No.  on  map  15645 
.^lahoning  ripple 

Pine  creek  ripple 

Near  Kittanning 

Fort  run  ripple 

Nicholson's  Falls 

At  Island  near  Darrickman's  run 

Near  Aqueduct 


16,740 
13,550 
15,036 
18,320 
17624 
20152 


16760 
20080 
21740 
17815 
22830 
24955 
19760 


458,495 


To  connect  this  dam  with  the  still  water 
below  the  mouth  of  Kiskeminetas,  15 
chains  of  canal  will  be  required  Cost  3965 
Add  the  cost  of  necessary  pounds  14233 
223  feet  of  lockage  at  §1300  per  foot  289900 
Excavation  and  removal  of  rocks  below  the  locks  9356 
30  feet  lockage  from  the  Kiskeminetas  canal 

into  the  pool  18000 


Add  10  per  centum 

Total  cost 


793,949 
79,394 

873,343 
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By  an  improvement  for  common  canal  boats,  the 
locks  will  be  confined  to  one  side  of  the  river,  which 
will  render  the  removal  of  gravel  bars  a  subject  of  fre- 
quent recurrence. 

The  towing  pixth  will  require  a  protection  wall  for  the 
whole  distance.  The  estimates  have  been  made  for  a 
towing  path  inclusive  of  river  excavation,  and  averaged 
per  mile.  The  localities  of  the  dams  will  be  the  same 
as  in  the  preceding  plan.  The  locks  will  be  90  by  15 
feet  in  the  chamber.  The  cost  of  these  locks  will  be 
enhanced  beyond  the  cost  of  locks  on  a  canal  line,  by 
the  great  difference  in  the  height  of  the  walls  and  the 
difficulties  attendant  on  preparing  their  foundations. 

The  construction  of  a  towing  path  will  necessarily  be 
veiy  expensive,  from  the  vast  amount  of  wall  required, 
and  the  dangerous  slip  hills  to  be  encountered. 
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The  cost  of  this  improvement  will  stand  as  follows: 
Estimate  of  24  dams  as  preceding'  $458,495  00 

Towing  path  and  excavation  at  ^9000  per 

mite  839^250  00 

Lock  pounds  14,233  00 

223  feet  of  filOOO  per  foot    _  _  223,000  00 

Lockag-e  from  ICiskcminetas  canal  into  pool  18,000  00 


Add  ten  per  cent. 

Total  cost 


1,552,978  00 
155,29/  80 


$1,708,275  80 


By  the  preceding"  estimate  it  will  be  observed,  that 
the  entire  improvement  by  lock  and  dams  is  the  cheap- 
est. This  plan,  however,  is  very  objectionable,  as  all 
boats  destined  from  the  carral  to  French  creek,  rau-st 
necessarily  enconnter  71  feet  additional  lockage,  as 
heretofore  mentioned;  and  besides  this  inconvenience 
no  water  will  be  introduced  into  the  canal  from  tlie  At- 
leg-heny  as  a  feeder.  ■ 

EDW.  ¥.  GAY,  Engiaeer.- 


PEJJNSYLVANIA  RAILWAY,.' 

REPLY        ~  V"-'"-  ' 

To  a  Commif tee  appointed  at  a  Meeting  of  the  ciiizeJis  af 
Philadelphia^  to  Report  in  regard  to  the  terminatio'a  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railway.        _  ■  -  ,  ;  , 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  requested  by  two  of  3'^our 
number,  to  communicate  to  the  committee  such  informa- 
tion  as  1  deem  important  to  a  correct  understanding  of 
the  subject,  1  have  determined,  in  the  first  place,  to 
present  a  brief  history  of  the  several  surveys  and  exami- 
nations for  the  Pennsylvania  Railway,  which  bear  upon 
the  question  of  crossing  the  Schuylkill,  or  of  its  termina- 
tion in  and  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  course 
of  this  history  all  the  important  facts  which  occur  to  me, 
will  be  stated  in  as  concise  a  manner,  and  as  free  from 
the  embarrassment  of  technical  terms,  as  possible;:  I 
shall  then  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  commiitee 
a  few  plain  inferences  as  they  present  themselves 
to  my  mind. 

1  am  aware  that  such  a  plan  cannot  be  executed  with- 
out a  considerable  draft  on  the  patience  of  the  commit- 
tee; but  I  am  also  convinced  that  many  fucts  having  a 
direct  and  necessary  influence  on  the  decision  of  the 
question,  are  not  generally  luiderstood.  I  believe  fur- 
ther, that  such  a  statement  calmly  and  temperately 
made,  may  greatlj'  relieve  the  anxiety  of  t!ie  public, 
by  showingthat  their  interests  have  not  been  neglected, 
and  that  the  real  questions  zit  is'ue,  are  far  less  momen- 
tous than  has  generally  been  supposed. 

The  first  survey  for  a  Kail  Road  between  tlie  Susque- 
hanna and  Philadelphia,  was  made  late  in  the  season  of 
1827,  and  was  in  every  respect  a  hurried  one.  'I'he  in- 
structions given  to  the  Engineer  required  him  to  follow 
the  most  direct  route  to  the  city,  and  it  was  then  taken 
for  granted  that  he  must  reach  the  SchuylkiU  at  some 
point  opposite  the  city.  This  survey  advanced  without 
■.iny  material  occurrence  to  a  point  near  the  five  mile 
.stone  on  the  Lancaster  Turnpike.  At  this  point,  while 
pushing  his  line  as  directly  as  possible  for  the  Perma- 
nent Bridge,  the  Engineer  found  him.=elf  involved  in 
difficulties  which  seemed  to  be  insuperable.  lie  made 
report  to  me  immediately,  that  the  route  which  he  had 
so  far  adopted,  could  not  be  extended  to  the  Permanent 
Bridge,  and  that  from  the  ajjpearance  of  the  ground,  he 
had  no  choice  but  to  diverge  towards  Gray's  Ferry,  or 
to  strike  the  Schuylkill  near  the  residence  of  Judge  Pe- 
ters. He  informed  me  at  the  same  tirrie  that  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  profile  of  the  line,  at  an  important  point 
near  the  Spread  Eagle  Tavern,  13  miles  from  the  city, 
had  induced  him  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  loca- 
tion, and  to  hope  that  some  change  might  place  the 


railway  in  a  more  favourable  position  for  reaching  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Permanent  Bridge. 

The  season  was  now  far  advanced,  and  veyy  few  days- 
remained  to  the  meeting  of  the  Canal  Commissioners^ 
when  s  report  from  the  Eng'ineer  would  be  expected. — 
As  therefore  the  time  necessary  for  a  re-examination  at 
the  Spread  Eagle,  ov  even  for  a  proper  survey  betvveeri' 
the  five  mile  stone  and  the  city  could  not  be  spared,  it 
seemed  improper  to  agitate  the  public  mind  by  raising 
a  question  upon  the  termination  of  the  road,  while  im- 
poi'taivt  facts  remained  to  be~investigated.  The  Engi-- 
neer  was  accordingly  directed  to  stop  his  location  at  the  . 
five  mile  stone,  and  thence  to  take  such  levels  only  as- 
would  settle  the  practicability  of  reaching  the  city  by 
some  route  or  other.  His  report  to  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  subsequent  report  of  that  body  to  the 
Legislature  v/ere  in  conformity  with  these  instructions. 
They  designated  a  line  to  a  given  point  on  the  Lancas- 
ter turnpike,  and  stated  the  practicability  of  reaching- 
the  city  from  that  point,  but  expressed  no  opinion  upon- 
the  course  it  should  afterwards  take,  or  upon  its  point 
of  contact  with  the  city. 

Tn  April  1828,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing' 
■vtie  commencement  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  pass-- 
-ed,  and  it  became  niy  duty  to  direct  the  measures  pre- 
par.atory  to  its  construction.  From  the  rapid  niannei? 
in  which  the  last  year's  survey  had  been  made,  1  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  improvements  of  great  importance 
to  the  value  andxonvenience  of  the  line  could  be  made^ 
and  the  Engineer  himself  was  anxious  to  re-examine  the 
whole,  before  hazarding- his  reputation  upon  the  result. 
Instructions-  to  this  enest  were  accordingly  given,  in* 
eluding  a  particular  request,  that  every  route  which 
promised  to  reach  the  Schu3'lkill  at  a  point  nearer  the 
city  than  that  of  the  preceding  season,  might  be  aecu- 
ratelj'  investigated.  The  results  so  far  as  material  for  the 
present  purpose  are  as  follows: 

The  Rail  Road  line  reaches  i'he  dividing  grcrund  be- 
tween tiie  .Susquehanna  and  the  Delaware,  at  the  Gap- 
of  Mine  Ridg'e,  and  thence  gradually  descer^ding  along- 
the  side  slope  of  the  hill,  until  it  pa-sses  the  West  Branch 
of  Brandywine  at  Coatesville,  and  attains  the  level  of  th's 
great  (;hester  Valley.  Thence  to  Downingtown, 
(where  it  crosses  the  main  branch  of  Brandywine)  it 
pursues -the  general  coui:se  of  the.  valley  and  of  the  Lani- 
caster  Turnpike.  From  Downingtown  the  natural' 
shape  of  the  country  would  indicate  a  route  through  the 
valley  to  tlie_  Schuylkill,  near  Valley  -  J'orge,  and 
down  that  river  to  Philadelphia,  Its  circuitous  charac-  . 
ter,  is,  however,  a  decided  objection,  independent  of 
many  local  difficulties  which  it  presents.  The  peculiar 
foim  of  the  country  suggested  another  plan,  which  at 
first  seemed  plausible.  The  great  valley  of  Chester 
couiity  ascends  in  a  direction  towards  the  Schuylkill,  to 
a  point  near  tiie  White  Horse  Tavern,  23  miles  froni 
Pliiladelphia,  on  the  Morgantown  road,  vv  here  the;  wa- 
ters of  Schuylkill  and  Brandywine  divide,  and  the  valley 
of  course  falls  off  towards  the  Schuylkill.  It  was  hoped 
that  by  ascending  with  the  natural  inclination  of  the  val- 
ley to  that  summit,  a  sufficient  elevation  might  be  at- 
tained to  clear  the  hill  on  its  southern  side,  and  either 
reach  the  Lancaster  turnpike,  near  the  Spread  Eagle, 
or  pass  into  one  of  the  slopes  leading  into  the  Schuylkill, 
between  Norristown  and  Philadelphia.  Upon  the  for- 
mer of  these  plans,  the  survey  of  1827  had  been  con- 
ducted; but  the  Engineer  was  not  yet  satisfied  with  its 
practicabilit}'.  He  therefore  devoted  much  time  to  its 
examination,  and  became  fully  convinced  that  the  loca- 
tion of  1837  was  clearly  erroneous,  and  that  a  mistake 
in  the  report  of  an  Assistant  Engineer,  who  had  been 
entrusted  to  make  some  lateral  surveys,  had  misled  him 
to  regard  as  easy,  what  was  really  impracticable.  A 
subsequent  attempt  to  gain  the  slopes  leading  into  the 
Schuylkill  was  equally  unsuccessful.  No  choice  now 
remained  but  to  abandon  his  location  for  many  miles,  and 
returning  to  a  convenient  point  in  the  Chester  valley, 
to  ascend  gradually  to  its  southern  slope  till  he  attained 
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the  elevation  necessary  to  clear  it.  In  the  distance  between 
Downingtown  and  the  Warren  taveni,  this  object  is  ac- 
complished by  regular  graduation.  At  the  latter  point 
■the  Lancaster  Turnpike  suddenly  breats  from  the  val- 
ley with  a  bold  acclivity,  and  is  then  placed  in  contact 
-with  the  Rail  Road  line. 

To  the  position  at  the  Warren  I  must  beg  to  invite 
your  particular  attention;  because  it  furnishes  tiie  key 
to  the  rest  of  the  location.    Its  elevation  above  tide  v/a- 
ter  is  about  550  feet,  and  it  stands  on  tlie  high  ground, 
■which  every  where  interposes  between  the  Cliester 
Valley  and  Philadelphia;  and  which,  therefore,  no  hue 
lof  rail  way  can  avoid.    At  the  same  point,  a  broad  spur 
of  nearly  equal  elevation  leaves  the  Valley  Hill,  passes 
by  the  Spread  Kagle  and  Buck  taverns,  and  ends  npon 
the  Schuylkill,  at  Judge  Peters'.    This  spur,  whicli  has 
rather  the  character  of  high  table  land  than  of  a  ridge, 
is  in  its  whole  length,  the  dividing  ground  between  the 
head  waters  of  Cobb's,  Darb}',  and  Cvum. Creeks,  wiiich 
run  south-eastwardiy,  to  the  Delaware,  far  below  Phila- 
delphia, and  certain,  branches  of  the  Schuylkill,  which 
run  north-eastwardly,  and  enter  far  above  the  city.  A 
'line,  therefore,  from  the  Warren,  or  from  any  point  be- 
tween it  and  the  Buck,  pursuing  the  natural  slope  of 
the  country,  in  either  direction,  v/ould  find  its  way 
towards  Cliester,  or  to  Norrictown.    'J'o  avoid  siich -a 
•consequence,  the  dividing  ground  must  be  maintained 
:by  the  rail  way  from  the  Warren  to  the  Buck.  The 
-same  reason  has-governed~the  location  ^of  the  turnpike 
■between  those  points,  and  has  induced  (as  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  map  v/iU  show)  a  considerable  departure 
from  the  straight  line  to  Philadelphia.    To  slight  occa- 
sional deviations  from  the  dividing  ground,  in  order  to 
save  distance,  we  must    attribute  all  its  important 
■undulations  between  the  Warren  and  the  Buck;  and 
the  frequency  with  which,  m  that  distance,  it  crosses 
the  rail  road  line.-    In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Buck, 
the  turnpike,  in  order  to  reach  the  permanent  bridge, 
is  compelled  to  leave  the  dividing  ground,  even  at  the 
disadvantage  of  encountering  great  inequalities  of  sur- 
■face.    Tliis  the  rail  road  cannot  do  with  equal  imiiunl- 
ty,  and  consequently,  the  t^ngineer  has  kept  the  same 
eminence,  until  it  naturally  led  him  to  Schuylkill,  at 
Judge  Peters'.    In  this  single  peculiarity  attending  the 
formation  of  the  countr)-,  is  contained  the  whole  secret 
•of  Major  Wilson's  location.    If  he  had  attempted  to 
turn  off  at  the  Buck,  and.  follow  the  route  of  the  turn- 
pike to  the  bridge,  he  must  have  crossed  all  the  ravines 
leading  into  Cobb's  Creek,  at  an  elevation  always  ex- 
pensive, and  often  hazardous,  or  he  must  have  cut 
down  a  summit  between  every  two  of  them.    He  would 
not  have  proceeded  more  than  three  miles,  before  the 
sudden  fall  of  the  ground  towards  Schuylkill  would 
have  rendered  it  impracticable  to  graduate  the  road, 
and  obliged  him  to  descend  by  a  stalionai-y  engine  to 
aboot  the  level  upon  which  Hamilton  Village  is  situated, 
from  which  stationary  power  would  be  necessary  to 
reach  the  Schuylkill.    All  who  have  travelled  the  Lan- 
caster turnpike  are  aware  that,  after  crossing  the  Per- 
manent Bridge,  an  ascent  is  suddenly  made  to  the  ta- 
ble land  of  Hamilton  Village;  and  that  thence,  the  ele- 
vation is  nearly  uniform  for  about  three  miles,  when  the 
g4'ound  suddenly  rises  to  the  height  near  the  Buck  ta- 
vern.   This  feature  in  the  formation  of  the  country 
— the  fact  that  it  exhibits  no  continued  slope  towards 
the  Schuylkill,  but  rises  suddenly  by  benches  or  tables, 
renders  it  impracticable  to  overcome  the  descent  by  re- 
gular graduation,  and  requires  the  use  of  stationary 
power.    The  position  at  Judge  Peters'  has  this  advan- 
tage:— t\\&t  there,  the  same  ridge  which  is  found  at  the 
Warren  reaches  the  Schuylkill;  and  there,  of  course, 
the  whole  descent  is  accumulated  at  a  single  point. 

Having  thus  carried  the  li.ne  to  the  margin  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  given  the  results  of  the  examinations 
jnade  by  the  FiUgineer,  I  proceed  to  explain  what  those 
examinations  were.  When  the  Engineer  reported  to 
Vne  that  l)e  had  extricated  himself  from  the  Chester 


Valley  at  the  Warren,  there  seemed  reason  to  hope 
that  some  route  might  be  found  which  would  give 
greater  facilities  for  reaching  the  Schuylkill,  in  front  of 
the  city,  than  had  occurred  upon  the  former  survey. 
The  Engineer  v/as  therefore  instructed  to  pursue  the 
most  direct  line,  to  the  Permanent  Bridge,  which  the 
nature  of  the  ground  would  permit,  and  to  note  every 
point  at  which  there  appeared  to  be  a  chance,  in  case 
the  direct  course  failed,  to  attain  the  same  object  by 
making  a  circuit.  This  v/as  done  as  far  as  the  Buck 
tavern  without  any  departure  of  consequence  from  the 
line  of  the  turnpike.  But  it  became  obvious  that  the 
railway  must  diverge  to  the  left,  and  pursue  a  course 
corresponding  more  nearly  with  that  of  the  old  Lancas- 
ter road.  He  returned  immediately  to  his  position  at 
the  Spread  Eagle,  and  endeavoured  to  pass  off  in  a 
more  southwardly  direction,  along  a  spur  of  the  divi- 
ding ridge,  which  he  hoped  would  conduct  him  to  the 
high  ground  near  Haddington.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  an  impassable  chasm  intervened,  and  the  route  was 
accordingly  abandoned.  At  the  Buck,  a  similar  attempt 
t:a  pass  to  the  southward  proved  equally  fruitless. 

These  facts  having  been  communicated  to  me,  I  re- 
quested the  Engineer,  before  fix'ng  his  choice,  to  make 
a  complete  reconnoisance  of  the  whole  country  between 
the  Spread  Eagle  and  Philadelphia;  extending  his  ex- 
amination to  the  Schuylkill  on  one  side,  and  to  Cobb's 
creek  on  the  other.  After  spending  several  days  in 
this  manner,  he  was  unable  to  discover  any  route  which 
could  furnish  greater  facilities  for  reaching  the  Perma- 
nent Bridge,  than  his  position  near  the  Buck,  and  he  re- 
ported accordingly.  He  was  then  instructed  to  follow 
the  best  route  which  offered,  from  the  Buck  to  the 
Schuylkill,  and  returning  afterwards  to  the  point  at 
which-such  a  line  began  materially  to  depart  from  the 
course  of  the  turnpike;  to  carry  a  level  to  the  Perma- 
nent Bridge,  and  one  also  to  the  Schuylkill,  at  Gray's 
ferry.  This  point  of  departure  vi'as  f(;und  to  be  near 
the  five  mile  stone  on  the  Lancaster  turnpike,  corres- 
ponding with  the  seven  mile  stone  on  the  old  road,  and 
from  it  levels  were  taken  to  the  Permanent  Bridge,  and 
to  Gray's  ferry.  From  an  intermediate  point  between 
the  five  mile  stone  and  Judge  Peters',  another  line  was 
explored  to  the  Upper  Ferry  bridge.  The  report  of 
the  Engineer  after  these  examinations,  was  perfectly 
conclusive,  namely:  That  an  eligible  line  could  be  car- 
ried to  the  verge  of  the  Schuylkill,  near  Judge  Peters', 
there  let  down  to  any  level  required  by  a  single  stationa- 
ry engine,  and  crossed  by  a  bridge,  so  as  to  reach  the 
line  of  the  old  Union  Canal:  that  any  line  to  the  Per- 
manent Bridge,  to  the  Upper  Ferry  Bridge,  or  to  Gray's 
Ferry,  would  require  two  stationary  engines,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  three  miles  apart,  would  pass  over  ground  un- 
dulating in  its  surface,  and  independent  of  the  inclined 
planes,  far  more  expensive.  And  lastly,  that  the  dis- 
tance from  the  five  mile  stone,  by  the  railway,  crossing 
at  Judge  Peters'  to  Broad  street,  would  be  rather  less 
than  by  the  turnpike  and  Permanent  Bridge,  to  the 
same  point. 

Convinced  by  these  reasons,  I  then  requested  him  to 
examine  the  west  side  of  Schuylkill,  below  Judge  Pe- 
ters', In  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  line  might  not 
advantageously  be  carried,  for  a  part  of  a  distance,  on 
that  side  before  it  crossed.  This  was  done  down  to  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Breck,  and  far  enough  to  ascertain  that 
while  no  preferable  position  for  a  bridge  could  be  had, 
ev^ry  yard  of  descent  on  the  western  side  would  greatly 
enliance  the  cost  of  the  line.  A  bridge  vras  then  loca- 
ted at  Judge  Peters',  and  a  route  traced  along  the  old 
Union  Canal,  till  it;  reached  a  position  back  of  Fair 
Mount.  In  answer  to  a  question  from  the  Engineer, 
where  he  should  end,  I  directed  him  to  select  a  line 
wlilch  would  best  accomm.odate  the  mass  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  yet  preserve  the  meai^s  of  commnnication  by 
branches,  both  with  the  Schuylkill  and  Delaware. 
When  afterwards  he  reported,  that  he  deemed  it  inex- 
pedient to  descend  below  the  level  of  Broad  street;  and 
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that  the  line  of  tlie  canal,  to  its  intersection,  with  that 
sU-eet,  afForded  the  most  favourable  line  lie  was  in- 
structed to  turn  into  Broad  street,  and  stop  for  the  pre- 
sent at  the  line  of  the  city. 

This  course,  it  must  be  observed,  had  reference  to 
the  practicability  of  branch  lines,  to  various  parts  of  the 
city  but  not  to  their  precise  location.  The  season  was 
then  so  far  advanced,  that  the  Engineer  without  neg- 
lecting more  imperative  duties,  would  not  have  been 
able  to  attend  to  the  location  of  branch  lines,  and  no  ex- 
pression of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  accommo- 
dations desired  had  then  taken  place.  In  order  to  elicit 
such  an  expression, the  corporations  of  the  citj  &  the  dis- 
tricts adjoining,  were  apprised  of  the  course  which  the 
Engineer  had  pursued,  were  invited  to  confer  with  him 
by  committees,  and  were  informed  that  at  a  meeting  of 
tlie  Canal  Commissioners  on  the  5th  of  December,  a  de- 
cision would  take  place  on  the  l  eport  of  the  Engineer, 
and  an  opportunity  be  afforded  for  any  suggestions  they 
might  be  pleased  to  make. 

In  this  situation  matters  remained  until  the  meeting  of 
the  Canal  Commissioners  in  December,  when  a  report 
was  received  from  the  Eng'ineer.  No  particular  cominu- 
nications  were  made  by  the  corporations  of  the  city  or 
adjoining  districts,  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from 
the  city  and  county,  with  a  single  exception,  had  noth- 
ing to  offer  in  opposition  to  the  plan,  and  the  board  had 
every  reason  to  believe  either  that  the  location  was  gen- 
erally approved,orelse  that  extraordinary  apathy  prevail- 
ed in  regard  to  it.  The  gentleman  alluded  to  appeared 
before  the  board  and  urged  the  importance  of  so  loca- 
ting the  main  line,  or  so  adjusting  its  branches  asto  en- 
sure a  communication  with  the  marine  trade  of  the 
Schuylkill.  In  this  general  principle,  the  board  acqui- 
esced, and  this  with  other  important  considerations  en- 
tered into  their  decision. 

It  was  perfectly  clear  that  in  approaching  the  city,  the 
interests  upon  the  Schuylkill  and  Delaware  fronts,  and 
of  the  intervening  population  also,  must  be  consulted; 
and  that  no  location  of  a  main  line  which  accommodated 
one  to  the  exclusion  of  others  could  be  admitted.  The 
board  then  believed,  and  all  subsequent  inquiry  has  con- 
firmed the  opinion,  that  the  line  surveyed  by  Major  Wil- 
son possessed  tliis  advantage  in  a  pre-eminent  degree. 
They  well  understood  that  branches  from  the  main 
trunk  in  various  directions  would  be  required  to  diffuse 
the  trade  through  convenient  channels;  and  they  be- 
lieved that  from  the  line  proposed,  every  necessary 
branch  could  be  made  to  pass.  Thus  far  the  informa- 
tion before  them  was  sufficiently  complete.  But  they 
had  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  particular  lines  pas- 
sing through  the  city  or  districts  vi'ould  be  desired  by 
the  public,  how  for  they  would  aff  ect  the  regulation  of 
streets  and  the  value  of  property,  or  be  deemed  admissi- 
ble by  the  local  authorities.  'I'hey  preferred,  therefore, 
to  reserve  such  questions  until  a  better  opportunity,  and 
felt  themselves  at  full  liberty  to  do  so,  as  no  operations 
east  of  the  Schuylkill  were  contemplated  within  the  pre- 
sent year. 

I  have  remarked,  that  the  boai-d  fully  acquiesced  in 
the  opinion,  that  a  communication  with  the  marine  trade 
of  the  Schuylkill,  was  an  object  worthy  of  serious  atten- 
tion. They  were  informed  that  such  a  communication 
must  eitherbe  effected  by  means  of  a  branch, or  that  the 
main  hne  must  be  so  altered  as  to  answer  the  purpose; 
and  that  in  the  latter  event,  a  level  must  be  assuined 
which  would  render  its  future  continuance  to  the  Dela- 
ware very  difficult  at  least,  if  not  uttei  ly  impracticable. 
Upon  the  principle  I  have  before  stated",  they  ..could  not 
consent  to  exclude,  or  appear  to  exclude,  an  interest  so 
important,  as  that  in  the  Delaware,  and  they  therefore 
rejected  the  idea  of  locating  the  main  line,  to  the  sloop 
navigation  of  the  Schuylkill.  The  proposal  for  a  branch 
was  merely  postponed  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  explain  as  applicable  then  to  all  branches 
whatever,  and  yet  with  a  confident  hope  that  either  by 
the  state  or  by  individuals  it  would  in  due  season  be  ex- 
ecuted.   The  principle  of  reaching  the  free  navigation 


of  the  Schuylkill,  and  a  wish  to  accommodate  a  section 
on  its  western  shore,  induced  them  also  to  suppose  that 
a  branch  from  the  inclined  plane  near  Judge  Peters'  on 
the  western  side  to  a  point  below  the  Permanent  Bridge, 
would  be  an  object  worthy  the  expenditure  it  might  oc- 
casion. To  this  line,  as  it  interfered  with  no  streets 
and  passed  through  no  property  of  very  great  value,  tlie 
difficulties  felt  in  regard  to  branches  did  not  apply; 
and  the  board,  therefore,  said  in  their  report  to  the  Le- 
gislature, that  if  they  had  authority  under  existing  laws, 
they  would  have  included  such  a  branch  in  their  ar- 
rangements for  the  railway. 

By  these  views  of  the  subject  I  understood  the  board 
to  be  governed,  when  they  passed  a  resolution  locating 
the  line  from  the  borough  of  Columbia,  to  the  corner  of 
Broad  and  Vine  streets  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
a  subsequent  resolution,  directing  that  twenty  miles 
westward,  from  the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane  at  Judge 
Peters',  should  be  put  under  contract.  By  the  terms 
of  the  law,  they  were  bound  to  locate  a  definite  line  to 
the  city  itself  before  they  proceeded  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts for  any  part  of  it.  Such  a  line  had  been  presented 
by  their  engineer,  with  good  reasons  for  believing,  that 
its  mode  of  entering  and  its  point  of  contact  with  the 
city  were  on  the  whole  the  most  adviseable.  They  were 
aware,  however,  that  in  adjusting  its  details,  and  espe- 
cially in  regulating  tlie  various  branches  which  should 
emanate  from  it,  some  minor  particulars  might  require 
alteration.  They  were  also  aware,  that  further  inquiry, 
as  to  the  views,  interests,  and  localities,  about  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  might  suggest  some  changes  of  still  grea- 
ter magnitude,  which  it  would  be  expedient  to  make. 
To  leave  room  for  this,  and  for  the  admission  of  any  ad- 
ditional light  on  the  subject,  they  resolved  to  do  no  act 
within  the  present  year,  which  would  prevent  them 
from  improving  their  mode  of  entering  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, if  it  should  be  found  practicable  to  do  so.  Here 
I  beg  leave  distinctly  to  explain,  what  I  have  found  occa- 
sionally misunderstood — namely,  that  the  board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  have  never  regarded  their  resolutions  lo- 
cating particular  routes,  as  conclusive  on  those  subjects. 
A  peculiar  feature  in  the  first  improvement  law  requires 
such  resolutions  to  be  passed,  before  they  proceed  to 
make  contracts  for  a  line.  But  as  the  public  interest 
often  requires  that  the  general  course  of  a  line  shall  be 
determined,  while  some  of  its  details  are  yet  imperfectly 
understood,  their  practice  has  been  in  all  doubtful  ca- 
ses, to  regard  the  locating  resolution  as  a  matter  of  form 
only,  which  upon  better  information  they  are  at  liberty 
to  rescind:  Hence  by  their  practice,  a  location  however 
formally  made,  is  always  open  to  inquiiy  and  correc- 
tion, until  the  passage  of  an  order  for  placing  it  under 
contract,  and  whenever  a  particular  part  is  exempted 
from  the  operations  of  an  order  for  contract,  the  infe- 
rence should  be  that  they  have  acted  thus  far  upon  the 
bestinformation  within  their  power,  but  that  the  aven- 
ues are  not  closed  against  additional  light. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners; their  course  in  relation  to  this  subject,  (the 
termination  of  the  rail  road,)  and  its  probable  effects 
upon  the  interests  of  Pbilada.  have  elicited  much  discus- 
sion.    As  soon  as  I  perceived  that  public  feeling  was 
alive  upon  the  subject,and  had  ascertained  the  points  up- 
on which  this  feeling  turned;   I  felt  it  my  duty  to  ob- 
tain the  most  accurate  information  in  m)' power,  as  to 
the  several  plans  proposed  in  lieu  of  that  adopted  by 
the  Commissioners.    For  this  purpose  two  competent 
Engineers  in  the  service  of  the  commonwealth,  whose 
employment  had  related  to  the  subject  of  Rail  Roads, 
were  instructed  to  join  Major  Wilson.    Their  joint  re- 
port has  already  been  communicated  to  the  public,* 
and  will  be  read  by  the  committee  in  connexion  with 
this  letter.    I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a  few 
plain  inferences  which  suggest  themselves  to  my  mind, 
without  venturing  an  opinion  upon  matters  beyond  my 
province. 

*  See  page  123 — this  volume. 
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From  the  common  point  at  Judg-e  Peters',  two  modes 
of  reaching  the  city,difi'erent  from  that  of  Major  "Wilsoji, 
are  proposed: 

1.  To  descend  the  Schuylkill  on  the  west  side  to  the 
Permanent  Bridge,  or  to  some  point  between  it  and  the 
Upper  Ferry  Bridge,  and  there  to  cross  to  the  city  side. 

2.  To  descend  the  Schuylkill  on  the  west  side  to  a 
point  between  Fair  Mount  Dam  and  the  Upper  Ferry 
Bridge,  there  to  cross,  and  thence  to  continue  a  line 
either  down  the  Schuylkill  to  sloop  navigation,  or  to- 
wards the  Delaware.  To  this  latter  project  is  annexed 
that  of  a  Branch  Line  from  tlie  crossing  place  at  Fair 
Mount,  down  the  west  side,  to  terminate  below  the 
Permanent  Bridge. 

The  first  of  these  plans  is  by  the  opinion  of  the  En- 
i  gineers  placed  out  of  competition  with  either  of  the 
others.  At  greater  expense  to  the  state  and  with  much 
more  inconvenience  to  the  city,  it  would  afford  less  ac- 
commodation to  the  owners  of  propei-ty  and  to  persons 
doing  business  on  the  Scliuylkiil  front.  Forthe  westerw 
side  of  Schuylkill  it  would  have  no  advantages  over  the 
branch  connected  with  the  second  project.    It  would, 

■  moreover,  so  increase  the  difficulties  of  reaching  the 
Delaware,  that  the  interests  in  that  quarter  might  well 
regard  themselves  as  excluded.  I  will  here  remark, 
that  although  the  opinion  of  the  Engineers  on  this  head, 
is  confined  to  a  single  site  fur  a  bridge,  yet  as  they  have 
selected  the  one  most  advisable,  and  where  the  ground 
■on  the  city  side  will  require  least  alteration,  there  rea- 
soning applies  with  additional  force  to  any  other  posi- 
tion below  the  Upper  Ferry  Bridge. 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  the  second  plan  are  at 
t  first  view  plausible,  namely — that  b}'  shortening  the 
}  branch  line  proposed  to  terminate  on  the  west  side  of 
K  Schuylkill,  it  would  create  a  saving  of  expense,  and 
I  that  by  placing  the  main  line  in  the  neighborhood  of 
I^Fair  Mount  upon  a  lower  level  Than  that  of  Major  Wil- 
!  son,  it  would  render  it  practicable  to  continue  a  rail  way 
i  'down  the  very  margin  of  the  Schuylkill  to  any  point  on 
i  its  sloop  navigation. 

'    The  answer  to  the  first  argument  is,  that  a  line  on  the 
>  west  side  of  Schuylkill,  from  Judge  Peters'  to  Fair 
S  Mount,  kept  up  to  the  height  required  for  crossing  with 
I  a.bridge,  and  preserving  the  necessarj'  limits  of  curva- 
ture, would  be  immensely  expensive,  wiiile  a  simple 
■.^knanch  from  the  same  point  to  the  Permariant  Bridge, 
)  -hy  pursuing  a  low  level,  can  be  made  within  a  fair  aver- 
-age  of  cost.    By  actual  survey  it  is  ascertained  that  in 
\  order  to  turn  upon  the  bridge  proposed  at  Fair  Mount, 
!  a  tunnel  31  chains  in  length,  or  a  corresponding  deep 
cut  60  feet  deep,  through  solid  rock,  wouhl  be  neccs- 
j  sary;  and  a  summing  up  of  the  estimates  annexed  to  the 

■  engineer's  report  will  show  that  this  line,  as  far  as  Fair 
i  .Mount,  will  cost  enough,  in  addition  to  Major  Wilson's 

to  the  same  point,  to  make  a  single  branch  line,  from 
Judge  Peters',  below  the  Permanent  Bridge,  and  leave 

'I  a  surplus  of  §72,000.  This  additional  expense  must 
therefore  be  incurred  for  the  sake  of  a  line  which  is  ac- 
tually 13 'chains  longer,  and  which  comes  to  the  same 

i  point  on  this  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  with  that  of  Major 

I  Wilson. 

Ij  •    The  argument  on  the  score  of  expense  failing,  it  re- 
j  mains  to  be  seen,  how  far  the  project  Is  available  for  the 
j  greater  accommodation  of  the  Schuylkill  front  of  the 
■ ,  city.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  engineers,as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  their  report,  that  a  bridge  at 
Fair  Mount  ought  not  to  be  constructed  at  a  less  eleva- 
tion than  37  feet  above  high  tide,  which  is  about  the 
I  general  height  of  Broad  street.  Such  a  bridge  has  been 
located  on  the  line  surveyed  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  from 
;j  it  the  line  continues  to  the  upper  side  of  the  Upper 
Ferry  road  till  it  intersects  Callowhill  street,  at  the  cor- 
i  nerofSchuylkill2nd,thence  passes  down  Schuylkill  2nd, 
&  reaches  the  river,  near  the  old  water  works.  Now,  at 
i  the  corner  of  Schuylkill  2nd,  and  Callowhill,  the  line  of 
.  j  Mr.  Hopkins  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  that  adopted  by  | 
the  canal  commissioners;  and  the  latter,by  a  change  in  its  I 


graduation  scarcely  perceptible,  may  be  brought  to  the 
same  point  at  precisely  the  same  elevation,  with  a  savirig" 
in  distance  of  13  chains.  It  is  evident  thenj  that  the 
line  from  Judge.  Peters'  down  to  Fair  Mount,  and  there 
crossing  the  river,  as  located  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  other  Engineers,  has  not  a  single  advan- 
tage for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  Schuylkill  front 
of  the  city,  which  is  not  possessed  by  Major  Wilson's. 

A  few  da3's  ago,  when  in  conversation  with  a  mem* 
berofyour  committee,  I  stated  the  substance  of  this 
latter  paragraph.  His  answer  was,  that  the  object  con' 
templated  in  crossing  the  river  at  Fair  Mount  could  not 
be  attained  by  Mr.  Hopkins'  line;  and  that  those  who 
agree  with  him  in  opinion  would  not  prefer  it  to  Major 
Wilson's.  He  explained  his  object  to  be,  to  cross  the 
Schuylkill  upon  a  very  low  level,  so  that  the  line  intend- 
ed to  descend  the  Schuylkill  might  pass  as  near  the 
river  bank  as  possible.  And  he  afterwards  pointed  out 
-the  route  which  he  preferred,  between  Schuylkill  Front 
and  Ashton  streets,  and  nearest  the  latter.  This  con- 
versation opened  to  rae  a  new  view  of  the  subject,  one 
which  had  not  occurred  to  my -own  mind,  and  which,  if 
it  had  previously  been  suggested  had  escaped  without 
notice.  Until  then  I  supposed  that  the  termination  be- 
low Market  street  was  the  main  object  of  those  who 
pressed  the  claims  of  the  Schuylkill  front,  and  that  the 
proximity  of  the  line  above  the  Permanant  Bridge  to  the 
river  bank,  provided  it  did  not  materially  depart  from  a 
direct  course  was  not  an  object  of  much  interest.  Hence 
I  had  supposed  that  the  route  traceil  down  Schuylkill 
Second  street  would  have  been  generally  acquiesced 
in. 

When  therefore  I  found  from  Mr.  Harper,  that  the 
portion  of  the  Schujlkill  Front  between  Callowhill  and 
Market  streets,  claimed  that  the  Railway  should  pass  as 
near  as  possible,  it  became  my  duty  to  ascertain  how  far 
they  could  be  gratified  by  a  change  in  the  elevation  of 
the  bridge  at  Fair  Mount,  or  by  an  alteration  in  the  line 
of  Major  Wilson.  I  issued  at  once  additional  instruc- 
tions to  the  Engineers  which  were  in  substance — 1.  To 
report  what  they  deemed  the  least  elevation  consistent 
with  the'  safety  of  a  bridge  at  Fair  Mount: — 2.  To  ascer- 
tain the  line  which  such  a  level  would  admit  down  the 
Schuylkill: — 3.  To  state  what  advantages  such  a  line 
would  have'which 'could  not  be  attained  from  MajorWil- 
son's  route — and  lastly,  looking  as  well  to  a  connexion 
with  the  Delaware  as  with  the  Schuj'Ikill — whether  it 
would  be  adviseable  to  aHopt  such  a  level. 

The  answers  to  the  questions  will  be  found  in  their  re- 
port. They  amount  to  this,  that  though  a  bridge  might 
safely  be  built  at  a  less  elevation  than  37  feet,  yet  no 
such  reduction  can  be  made  in  that  particular  as  sensi- 
bly to  promote  the  object  intended.  That  in  no  cir- 
cumstances and  for  no  reason  which  has  ccme  to  their 
knowledge;  even  supposing  it  safe,  should  that  bridge 
be  reduced  materially  below  the  level  of  Broad  street; 
because  in  that  case  any  line  of  Railway  destined  for  the 
Delaware  through  the  Northern  Liberties  must  cross 
Callowhill  street,  and  thus  be  involved  in  difficulties  to 
impair  both  its  practicability  and  value. 

I?ut  the  inquiry  upon  these  points  has  proceeded  yet 
farther.  I  requested  Major  Wilson  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
periment, to  assume  the  lowest  level,  at  which  any  man 
could  propose  to  pass  at  Fair  Mount,  to  trace  on  the 
ground  the  results  to  which  it  would  lead,  and  to  see 
how  far  the  same  objects  might  be  attained  from  the  line 
already  adopted  by  the  Canal  Commissioners.  He  com- 
menced at  the  Upper  Ferry  Bridge  at  the  lieight  of  its 
abutment  and  proceeded  on  a  supposition  that  a  straig'ht 
bridge  of  that  height  would  be  thrown  across  the  river. 
From  that  point  he  kept  a  level  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
Upper  Ferry  road,  the  only  gi  oimd  v\  here  a  Rail  Hoad 
can  be  placed  without  a  serious  destruction  of  property, 
until  it  touched  the  surfiice  of  Callowhill  street  between 
Schuylkil  Front  and  Ashton,  a  few  feet  from  the  point 
indicated  by  Mr.  Harper. 

Turning  here  in  a  direction  down  the  Schuylkill,  he 
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found  it  to  be  practicable  without  any  extra  espense,  to 
pass  between  Front  and  Ashton  streets,  cross  Llarket 
street  level  and  there  take  the  line  of  Ashton  street  for 
any  further  distance  down  the  Schuylkill;  Returning' to 
Callowhill  street  at  the  point  of  crossing,  he  carried  a 
line  graduated  within  the  limits  adopted  on  other  parts 
of  the  Railway,  till  it  intersected  his  line  in  the  bed  of 
the  old  Union  Canal.  The  result  of  this  examination 
was,  that  from  a  point  on  the  latter  line,  26  chains  from 
tile  corner  of  Front  and  Callowhill,  a  branch  line 
might  be  taken  off,  over  ground  presenting:  no  serious 
difficulties,  which  would  strike  the  same  point  between 
•Schuylkill  Front  and  Ashton,  and  thence  pursue  the 
Course  already  described  down  the  river;  and  that  by 
beginning  5  chains  further  back,  the  line  may  be  made 
to  enter  Ashton  at  the  corner  of  Callowhill,  or  even  at 
-its  intersection  with  the  old  Union  Canal,  to  keep  down 
Ashton,  pass  under  the  causeway  of  the  Permanent 
Bridge,  (or  level  with  it  as  thought  most  adviseable)  and 
terminate  at  Chesnut  street  or  any  other  desirable  point 
below.  To  effectthese  objects  a  slight  changein  the  gra- 
duation of  the  main  line  would  be  necessary  so  as  to  re- 
duce its  level  at  the  point  of  departure.  This  change 
can  be  made  without  difficulty.  It  is  believed  that  the 
last  mentioned  line  may  be  cheaply  executed,  and  that  it 
will  interfere  less  with  streets  and  property,  than  any 
which  can  be  devised.  ^     '     >     •  ' 

If  these  statements  be  correct,  and  they  are  all  found- 
ed on  actual  surve}'-,  it  follows  inevitably  that  all  objects 
connected  with  the  Schuylkill  front  may  be  as  well  at- 
tained by  crossing  at  Judge  Peters',  as  by  a  bridge  at 
Fair  Mount,  without  interfering  with  any  interests  con- 
nected witli  the  Delaware.  A  bridge  at  Fair  Mount  in- 
volves this  dilemma.  If  its  elevation  correspond  with 
the  opinions  of  the  Engineers,  it  will  not  meet  the  wish- 
es of  persons  on  the  Schuylkill,  because  the  branch 
downwards  must  be  located  three  squares  from  the  riv- 
er. If  on  the  contrary  the  bridge  be  depressed,  the  fa- 
cilities for  a  communication  with  the  Delaware  are 
greatly  diminished — perhaps  virtually  destroyed.  In  ex- 
planation of  this  latter  position,  I  will  remark  that  the 
level  of  the  abutment  of  the  Upper  Ferry  Bridge,  cuts 
the  surface  of  Callowhill  near  Schuylkill  Front  street. 
From  that  point  to  Schu)  Ikill  Third,  Callowhill  street, 
and  the  ground  adjacent  i  ises  at  the  rate  of  about  70  feet 
in  the  mile,  to  Schuylkill  Third,  where  tlie  level  of 
Broad  street  is  nearly  attained.  If  therefore  a  main  line 
shall  cross  at  Fair  Mount  on  the  lower  level  proposed,  it 
must  cross  Callowhill  at  Schuylkill  Front,  at  an  eleva- 
tion so  much  less  than  tliat  of  Schuylkill  Tliird  and  of 
Broad,  that  the  latter  cannot  be  reached  within  any  ad- 
missible limit  of  graduation,  without  passing  far  to  the 
right,  up  a  ravine  scorped  into  the  dividing  ridge,  and 
in  a  direction  to  the  Oi'phan  Asylum  on  Cherry  street. 
In  order  then  to  reach  the  Northern  Liberties,  it  must 
turn  again  to  the  left,  re-cross  the  same  streets  and  prob- 
ably involve  itself  in  dlfficuities  too  serious  to  be  en- 
countered. 

Whenever  I  have  reflected  upon  the  facts  here  at- 
tempted to  be  explained,  a  question  of  great  impor- 
tance has  forced  itself  upon  me.  With  the  evidence 
now  before  the  public,  is  it  not  practicable  from  parts 
of  the  various  plans  proposed,  to  combine  a  whole, 
which  founded  in  g-eneral  views  of  the  interests-ef  this 
community,  shall  yet  be  capable  of  aHbrding  sectional 
accommodation,  which  shall  harmonize  all  wishes  on 
this  side  of  Schuylkill,  and  yet  give  to  the  Western  side 
all  reasonable  advantage — and  which  shall  thus  achieve 
the  great  desideratum  in  all  internal  improvements  by 
producing  the  largest  sum  of  public  benefit,  with  the 
least  amount  of  public  expense'  My  own  answer  has 
been,  the  project  is  practicable,  and  I  shall  therefore 
trespass  on  your  patience  long  enough  to  explain  it. 

On  this  side  of  Schuylkill  there  exist  three  great  and 
leading  interests — the  Eastern,  the  Middle,  and  the 
Western.  All  are  admitted  to  be  of  great  importance, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  certain  criterion  by  which  to 


determlns  their  relative  value,  they  rnust  be  regarded 
as  equal.  The  project  selected  must  therefore  give  to 
each,  as  equalan  opportunity  of  advantage  as  possible, 
and  any  scheme  which  benefits  some  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  is  wholly  inadmissible. 

All  these  requisites  are  found  in  the  line  surveyed  by 
Major  Wilson,  with  the  trifling  additions  and  alterations, 
which  will  be  noticed  immediately.  It  is  only  necessary 
that  at  a  point  on  this  line  about  thirty  chains  from  the 
corner  of  Schuylkill  Second  and  Callowhill,  which  will  _ 
be  found  some  where  in  the  rear  of  Fair  Mount,  its  level 
should  be  reduced  about  five  feet,  and  that  there  the 
road  should  fork — one  branch  pursuing  the  same  level 
to  Broad  street,  and  the  other  passing  down  Ashton 
street  to  Sloop  Navigation  of  the  Schuylkill.  By  these 
two  lines,  and  the  branches  which  they  admit  otj  all  the 
communications  contemplated  on  this  side  of  the 
Schuylkill  can  be  found  under  advantageous  circum- 
stances, while  the  Branch  line  surveyed  by  Major  Wil- 
son from  Judge  Peters'  to  a  point  on  the  West  side  be- 
low the  Permanent  Bridge,  will  give  to  that  side  a  con- 
veyance fully  corame  nsurate  with  its  business  or  neces- 
sities. 

A  short  comparison  of  this  plan  with  that  of  crossing 
at  Fair  Mount,  which  I  tegaid  as  the  only  one  in  serioua 
contemplation,  will  show  its  superiority. 

A  line  crossing  at  Fair  Mount  from  Judge 
Peters'  to  the  corner  of  Schuylkill  Se- 
cori^d  and  Callowhill,  will  cost  over  and 
above  the  line  of  Major  Wilson,  to  the 
same  point,  in  round  nunvbers    -       «  $98,000 

Deduct  from  th;s  the  cost  of  s  single 
branch  to  Judge  Peters',  to  below  Per- 
manent bridge  on  West;  side     -       -        26,000  - 


Add   cost  of  double  branch,  from  Fair 
Mount  Bridge,  on  the  West  side 


72,000 
13,000 
$85,000 


Deduct  frorn  this,  probable  cost  of  the 
_Branch  spoken  of  (along  Ashton  street 
to  Sloop  Navigati<m  on  the  East  side,) 
(at  a  large  estimate,)    ....  30,000 

.  V  '  ,  ?55 ,000 

It  appears,  then,  that  for  the  same  money  which 
would  make  amain  line  from  Judge  Peters',  crossing  at 
Fair  Mount,  to  the  corner  of  Schuylkill  Second  and  i 
Callowhill — a  main  line  as  located  by  Major  Wilson  may 
be  made,  a  branch  line  on  the  West,  and  a  branch  line 
on  the  East  side;  and  there  will  be  still  a  balance  of ; 
!S55,000.    Suppose  that  $39,000  of  this  balance,  if  it  be  i 
thought  necessary,  be  devoted  to  construct  a  double  line  ' 
on  the  West  side,  instead  of  the  single  one  proposed, ' 
and  it  is  evident  that  a  smaller  amount  of  money  has  r 
been  made  to  accommodiite  a  much  greater  portion  of 
the  public,  by  aahcring  to  the  location  already  fixed, 
than  it  could  possibly  do  if  a  change  were  attempted. 
Conceiving-  this  illustration,  sufficient,  I  shall  pursue  the 
subject  no  further.  . 

The  only  remaining  question  is,  what  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  people  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish the  plan  here  sketched,  or  such  similar  one  ar 
may  be  thought  advisable.  I  answer,  no  proceedings 
by  them  are  at  this  time  absolutely  required.  Th« 
slight  change  referred  to  as  necessary  in  the  graduatio 
of  the  line,  is  within  the  competency  of  the  Engineer, 
and  he  has  expressed  an  opinion  that  such  a  change  may 
conveniently  and  properly  be  made.  It  is  clearly  with- 
in the  power  of  the  Canah  Commissioners  to  fork  the^ 
road  and  lead  a  branch  to  the  Schuylkill  Front.  Their 
proceedings  in  other  cases  have  been  analogous,  and 
the  legalltv  of  such  proceedings  remains  unquestioned, 
Of  their  disposition  to  do  so,  and  of  the  certainty  tha' 
they  will  do  it,  provided,  great  obstacles  be  not  thrown 


1829.] 


BATTLE  OF  LEXINGTON,  1775. 


175 


in  their  way  by  the  city  authorities  or  by  individual  land 
holders,  1  can  speak  with  great  confidence.  It  is  only 
necessary,  then,  in  order  to  attain  for  the  city  and  its 
neighbourhood,  all  the  advantag'es  which  can  justly 
be  expected  from  the  Rail  Koad,  that  the  simple  re- 
commendation of  the  Canal  Board  in  regard  to  a  branch 
on  the  Western  side,  be  passed  into  a  law,  and  if  it  be 
thought  better  to  have  a  positive  authority  for  the 
branch  on  this  side,  that  the  same  law  shall  include  the 
necessary  provisions.  Whether  the  Western  branch 
ought  to  be  single  or  double  in  order  to  furnish  the  ac- 
commodation required  is  a  question  not  involved  in  the 
present  argument,  and  which  may  safely  be  repcsed 
where  it  properly  belongs,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

From  what  I  have  heard  of  the  perplexity  produced 
in  the  Legislature  by  the  conflicting- statements  and  hos- 
tile views  recently  presented  to  them,  and  by  the  appa- 
rent opposition  of  feeling  between  the  several  sections 
of  the  city  and  county,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  believe  that 
any  unanimous  movement  upon  a  project  so  simple 
would  have  irresistible  effect.  Nor  can  I  doubt  that 
should  the  contest  continue  as  heretofore,  the  same  body 
will  cut  the  knot  which  they  cannot  unravel,  by  stop- 
ping the  location  at  the  Belmont  farm. 

1  have  thus  presented  my  views  upon  the  whole  sub- 
ject entrusted  to  your  care,  as  fully  as  seemed  necessary 
for  the  developement  of  truth,  and  yet  as  briefly  as  was 
permitted  by  a  due  attention  to  perspicuity  and  order. 
Ibeg  in  conclusion  to  affirm  that  no  purpose  of  self  vin- 
dication has  tempted  me  to  trespass  upon  your  attention. 
As  I  covet  no  praise  save  what  may  be  founded  on  the  re- 
sult of  my  efforts  when  deliberately  judged  of,  so  I  jest 
easy  under  censure  which  owes  its  origin  to  momerttary 
excitement,  or  to  an  imperfect  acquaintance  with  facts. 
I  have  felt  anxious  that  the  wdiole  case  might  be  ex- 
plained, because  in  its  right  understandipg  the  interests 
,  of  this  community  are  deeply  implicated.  If  the  present 
effort  shall  contribute  to  quiet  the  apprehensions,  or  to. 
remove  the  misconceptions  of  any,  its  object  will  be  ac-' 
complished. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant,  &c. 

JOS.  M'lLVAINE. 

PhlladeljjMa,  Feb.  16,  1S29. 

BATTI.E  OF  liBXINGTON  ITTS- 

The  following  is  published  from  a  paper  found  among 
the  MSS .  of  the  Editor's  late  father;  it  is  indorsed  in^iis 
handwriting  as  follows — "Account  of  the  Battle  of 
Lexington,  sent  per  express  from  town  to  town. 

"This  is  the  paper  sent  to  Philadelphia- and  delivered 
'  to  me  by  one  of  the  Committee.  "     '  \ 

EBEN.  HAZARD. 

This  document  is  curious  as  showing  (  besides  the 
facts)  the  time  when  the  infojmation  reached  each  place 
upon  the  route,as  well' as  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
were  the  active  agents  in  each  town.  As  if  reachedPhil- 
adelphia  on  the  afternoon  of  24th,  the  news  was  about 
.5^  days  on  its  way. 

Wednesday  Morng  near  10  of  the  Clock 

Watertown 

To  all  friends  of  American  Liberty,  belt 
■known  that  this  Morning  before  break  of  day  a  Brigade 
consisting  of  about  1000,  or  1200  Men  landed  at  Phips 
farm  at  Cambridge  and  Marched  to  Lexington  where 
they  found  aCompany  of  our  Colony  Militia  in  arms  up- 
on whom  they  fired  withovit  any  provocation,  and  killed 
6  Men  and  wounded  4  Others,  by  an  Express  from 
Boston  we  find  another  Brigade  are  now  upon  their 
March  from  Boston  supposed  to  be  about  1000.  The 
/bearer  Trail  Bissel  is  charged  to  alarm  the  Country 
quite  to  Connecticutt,  and  all  persons  are  desired  to 
furnish  him  with  fresh  Horses,  as  they  may  be  needed. 
I  have  spoken  with  Several  who  have  seen  the  dead 


•  Come. 


Come. 


and  wounded — Pray  let  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony 
to  Connecticutt  see  this  they  know  Col.  Foster  of  Brook- 
field  one  of  the  Delegates. 

J  PALMER  one  of  the 
Corny,  of  S.  Y. 
A  True  Coppy  taken  from'  the  Original  per  Order  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Worcester. 
April  19, 1775.  Att.  NATH.  BALDWIN,  Town  Clerk. 

Brooklin  Thursday  11  oCIock  above  is  a  true  Coppey 
reed.  pr.  Express  forwarded  from  Worce  ster- 

Att.  DANL.  TYLER  Junr. 
Norwich  Thursday  4  o  Clock  above  is  a  true  Coppy 
as  sent  pr.  Express  from  Mr.  Tyler. 

Att.  CHRIS.  LEFFINGWELL. 
New  London  Thursday  Evening  7  o  Clock  a  true 
Coppy  as  pr.  Express. 

R.  LAW,  "I 
SAM.  H.  PARSONS  1 
NATH.  SHAW,  Jr.  f 
•  ■  '      WM.  COIT,  J 

Lyme.    Fryday  Morng.    1  o  Clock  a  true  Coppy  as 
reed  pr  ExPress. 

Jno.  Latnt), 
Jso.  M'CUKDT,, 
Wm.  Notes, 
Sam.  Mather,  Jr.J 
Say  Brook  Fryday  morng.  4  o'clock  a  true  Coppy  as 
recd.pr.  Express. 

Samtcel  Field, 
Jno.  CocKnAif,  vCome. 
Rich.  Dickikson,  j 
KilUngworth,  Fryday  Morng.  7  o'clock  forwarded  as 
reed.  Express. 

Geo.    Feeiott,  7 

£, .  c  Come. 

bam.  Gaees,  3 

E.  Guilford,  Fryday  Morng.  8  o'clock  forwd.  as  reed. 

p.  Express. 

Tim.    Toj)d,     7  „ 
r        ir  c  Come. 

Isaac  Knight,  y 

Guilford  Fryday  Morng.  10  o'clock.  Red.  p.  Express. 

Sam.  Bkown,   '?  „ 

T  r  Come. 

D.  London,  > 

Brandford  Friday  12  o'clock  at  noon  red.  and  forwd. 
p.  Sam.  Sarker  one  of  ihe  Come. 

Newhaven  Apl.  21.  Reed,  and  forwarded  upon  cer- 
tain Intelligence. 

p.  Sam.  Bishop, 

Jos.  MUNSON, 

TiMO.  Jones,  Jr. 
D.  Austin, 
Isaac  Doeittee,  | 
Dan.  Ltman,  J 
Fairfield.    Saturday  22d.  Apl.  8  o'clock  forwd.  as  rd 
p.  Express  from  N.  Haven. 

G.  Seleeck  Silltman,~> 

Tu.ADS   BUKK,  j 

Job  Bautram,  )>Come. 
And.  RowEAND,  j 
Jon.  Stdiiges,  J 
Since  the  above  written  we  reed,  the  following  p. 
Second  Express. 

Thursday  3  o'clock  afternoon  P.M. 
_  Sir  J  am  this  moment  informed  by  Express  from 
Woodstock  taken  from  the  mouth  of  the  Express  that 
arrived  there  two  of  the  clock  afternoon  that  the  Con- 
test between  the  first  Brigade  that  marched  to  Con- 
cord was  still  continuing  this  Morning  at  the  Town  of 
Lexington  to  which  said  Brigade  had  retreated,  that 
another  Brigade  said  to  be  the  Second  mentioned  in  the 
letter  of  this  morning  had  landed  with  a  quantity  of 
Artillery  at  the  place  where  they  first  did.  The  pro- 
vincials were  determined  to  prevent  the  two  Brigades 
from  joining  their  strength  if  possible  and  remain  in 
great  need  of  succour. 

N.  B.  The  Regulars  when  in  Concord  burnt  the 
Court  House,  took  two  ps.  of  Cannon  which  they  ren- 
dered useless  and  began  to  lake  up  Concord  Bridge,  on 
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MISCELLANEOUS^ 


tM'AEca 


-who  with  many  on  both  sides  were 


wliich  Cap.*  — 

soon  killed  then  made  an  attack  upon  the  king's  troops 
on  which  they  retreated  to  Lexington. 

I  am  Hbl.  Serv.  Eb.  Williams. 
Col.  Obab  JoHxsorr,  Canterbury. 

P.  S.  Mr.  McFarland  ofPlainficld  mercht.  has  just 
returned  from  Boston  by  wsy  of  Providence,  who  con. 
versed  witli  an  express  p.  Lexing-ton  who  further  in_ 
forms  that  about  4000  of  our  Troops  had  surrounded 
the  first  Brig-ade  above  mentioned  who  were  on  a  hill  in 
Lexing-ton,  that  the  action  continued  and ,  there  were 
about  50  of  our  men  killed  and  150  ofthe  Regulars  as 
near  as  they  could  determine  when  their  Express  came 
away;  it  will  be  expedient  for  every  man  to  go  who  is 
fit  and  willing.  T  he  above  is  a  true  Coppy  as  reed.  p. 
Express  from  N.  Haven  and  attested  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  from  Town  to  Town. 

(Test.)    Jon.  Stubges, 
And.  Rowland, 
G.  Sellick  Silliman, 
Tuadd.  BuiiR, 
Job  Bartbam. 
Newyork  Committe.Chamb.  4o'Clock7 
Sunday  afternoon  April  23,  1775.  5 
Reed  the  within  account  b^'  express  and  forwarded  by 
Express  to  New  Brunswick,  with  Directions  to  stop  at 
Klizabeth  Town  and  acquaint  the  Committe  there  with 
the  foregoing  Particulars. 

By  order  of  tlie  Committe, 
ISAAC  LOW,  Chairman. 

The  Committe  at  N.  Brunswick,  are  requested  to  for- 
ward this  to  Phila. 

N.  Brunswick,  Ap.  24,  1775,  So'Clock  in  the  morning 
reed  the  .above  Express  and  forwarded  to  Princetown 
by  Wm.  Oake, 

Jas.  Neilson, 
Az.  Dunham, 
Princetown  Monday  Ap.  24,  6  o'Cloek; 
forw'd  to  Trenton  by 

Tho.  Wiggins,  '>  Come. 

Jno.  Baldwin,  3  Members. 
Trenton  ^Monday  Ap.  24,  9  o'clock  in  the  morn'g 
reed,  the  above  p.  Express  and  forwarded  the  same  to 
the  Committee  of  Philadelphia. 

Sam.  Tuckeb, 

Isaac  Smitu, 


Come. 


Capt.  Isaac  Davis  of  Acton. —  Gordon. 


The  Managers  of  the  Manual  Labour  .Academy 
of  Pennsylvania  have  resolved  to  purchase  the 
farm  of  Samuel  Bucknell  Esq.  (late  Dr.  Blair's)  in 
Germantown,  as  the  site  of  their  institution.  It 
contains  42  acres  of  land,  on  which  are  a  commo- 
dious dwelling  house  40  teet  by  32  in  size,  with 
back  projections  and  convenient  buildings  in  the 
rear,  all  of  stone.  A  special  committee,  consisting 
of  five  members  of  the  Board,  has  been  appointed 
to  aid  the  General  Agent  in  devising  and  executing 
all  the  necessary  measures  for  opening  the  school 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Treasurer  is  directeti  to 
make  collections  from  subscribers  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch. 


The  corporation  of  the  city  of  PiUsburg  have  autho- 
rised a  company  to  light  that  city  with  gas. 

Twenty-two  Steam  boats  have  been  built  in  the  city 
and  vicinity  of  Pittsburg  within  twelve  months.  Their 
aggregate  tonnage  is  4570  tons. 


The  quantity  of  glass  blown  and  flattened,  by  four 
blowers,  at  Broomsville,  Fayette  county,  in  December 
last,  was  29,800  feet. 


Useful  Inventions . — Mr.  John  W.  Cooper,  of  Waynes- 
bui'g,  in  this  county,  has  discovered  (for  which  he  has 
obtained  patents,)  a  new  mode  of  bleaching  and  whiten- 
ing flax,  hemp,  tow  and  cotton  cloth,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  without  the  least  injury  or  damage  to  the 
sti'cngth  thereof — and  also,  of  making  white  paper  from 
rags  of  cotton,  linen  or  silk,  be  their  color  ever  so  vari- 
ous, and  of  extracting  from  all  kinds  of  rags  all  kinds  of 
mineral  colors  and  rendering  them  vvhite^nd  complete- 
ly bleached,  Sec.  The  ingredieiits  process  \3.se.A.AV<t 
said  to  be  so  cheap  and  trifling  as  to  render  these  dis- 
coveries highly  valuable,  particularly  to  paper  makers. 

r-      Chambersburg  Repos. 


Great  Draught. — A  horse  belonging  to  Mr.  Foust, 
lately  dre  w,  from  the  AVest  Mine  to  the  turnpike,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  mile,  sixty-four  bushels  of  anthracite  coal, 
with  apparent  ease.  He  was  attached  to  the  end  of  a 
tongue  of  a  heavy  wagon — total  weight  of  coal  and  wa- 
gon, 5610  pounds;  add  to  this  the  weight  of  his  rider  ! 

Miners'  Journ . 


POST  OFFICES. 
List  of  Post  Offices  in  Pennsylvania,  established,  dis- 
continued, and  names  changed,  from  the  1st  to  the 
31  st  January,  1829,  inclusive.    (Read  N.  O.  for  New 
Office;  Disc,  for  Discontinued;  Ch.  for  changed.) 


OFFICES. 

N,  O.  Maple  Grove, 

N.  O,  TurbotviUe, 

N.  O;  Adamsville, 

N.  O.  Crooked  Creek, 

Disc.  Rock  Hill, 

N.  O.  .  Stonerstown, 

N.  O.  Southampton, 

N.  O.  Spruce  Creek, 

'N..a.  Pleasant  Hill,. 

N.  O.  CocaHco, 

Disc.  Thompson's  X  Roads 

N.  O.  Neffsville,- 

N.  O.  Bolivar, 

N.  O.  Forsman, 

Chan.  Pott's  Grove, 

Disc.  Ferrce's, 

N.  O..  JefTersonville, 

N.  d.  Huntingd. Furnace 

N.  O.  Sugar  Loaf, 

N.-.Q.  Scott, 


IlEMAKKS. 

Armstrong. 

Northumberland. 

Berks. 

Tioga. 

Bucks,  discontinued. 

Bedford. 

Somerset. 

Huntingdon. 

Delaware. 

Lancaster. 

Perry  discontinued.- 
Lancaster. 
Westmoreland. 
Lycoming. 

Montgom.  to  Pottstown 

Lancaster,  discontinued. 

Montgomery. 

Huntingdon. 

Columbia. 

Wayne. 


M.iMMOTH  HOG.— A  hog  about  18  months  old, 
which  had  beeti  fed  altogether  on  still  slop,  wa:» killed  on 
the  3d  Lnst.  at  the  distillery  of  Mr.  Jacob  Weltzhoffer,  \n 
Heliam  township,  and  weighed  525  pounds. 

The  receipts  of  the  treasury  of  Armstrong  count}',  Pa. 
last  year  were  8808  dollars — expenditiu-es  6759  dollars; 
$9.53  for  teaching  poor  children,  and  ^36.25  for  wolf 
and  panther  scalps. 


-WEATHER. — The  ice  broke  up  in  the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill  on  the  5th  instant.  On  the  6th  there  was  a 
plentiful  fall  of  rain,  which  with  the  mild  weather 
caused  the  ice  generally  to  disappear.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable fi'esh  in  the  Schuylkill — and  the  floors  of  some 
of  the  stores  were  covered  with  water  owing  to  ob- 
structed ice.  ' 


Printed  every  SiTUUDAY  MORNING  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.  59  Locust  Street,  Pliilaclelpliia;  where,  and  at 
the  PUBLICATION  OFFICE,  IN  FRANKLIN  PLACE,  second 
door  fcncli  of  tlie  Post  Office,  (bad-;  room)  subscriptions  will  be 
tlianlifully  received.  Price  FIVE  DOLLARS  per  annnin,  payable 
seaii-annuaily  by  subscribers  residing  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
there  is  an  agent.    Other  subscribers  pay  in  advance. 
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AUDITOR  GENERAL'S  REPORT 
ON  THE  FINANCES. 

BEVENUE  or  THE  COMMONWEALTH,   FOR  1828. 

Summary  Statements  of  the  Receipts  at  the  StateTreasury, 
for  the  year  commenceng  the  first  day  of  December, 
1827,  and  ending  the  thirtieth  dayof  November,1828. 

DOES,S. 

Lands  and  land  office  fees  No.  1. 

Auction  commissions  2. 
Auction  duties  3. 
Dividends  on  bank  stock  4. 


Dividends  on  bridg-e  &  turnpike  stock  5. 

Tax  on  bank  dividends  6. 

Tax  on  offices  7. 

Tees,  secretary  of  state's  office  8. 

Tavern  licences  9. 

Duties  on  dealers  in  foreign  tndse.  10. 

State  maps  11. 

Collateral  inheritances  12. 

Pamphlet  laws  13. 

Militia  and  exempt  fines  14. 

Tin  Pedlars'  licences  15. 

Escheats  16. 
Commissioners  of  internal  improve- 
ment fund 
Loans  and  premiums  on  loans 
Old  debts  and  miscellaneous 


CTS. 

95,509  44 
18,050  00 
144,839  59 
118,672  50 
ir,965  00 
59,649  51 
8,541  35 
1,400  54 
46,311  85^ 
52,108  03 
-  2,597  86 
5,993  41 
100  68^ 
890  70 
450 
208 


00 


17:    150,000  00 

18.  2,432,100  00 

19.  3,980  75 


3,129,470  09i 

Balance  in  treasury  1st  December,1827      167,897  87| 


$3,297,367  97^ 

No;  I. 

LxVNDS,  FEES  ON  LANDS,  viz. 
Amount  of  purchase  money,  with  interest 

thereon  §85,113  83 

Fees  on  warrants  and  patents  9.200  20 

OFFICE  FEES. 
Surveyor  gereral's  office  892  87 

Secretary  of  the  land  office  402  54 


No.  II. 

AUCTION  COMMISSIONS. 
Samuel  C.  Ford 
Joshua  Lippencott 
John  Jennings 
George  AV.  Richards 
■Richard  F.  Allen 
Peter  Graham 
Mahlon  Gillingham 
T.  B.  Freeman 
Moses  Thomas 
John  B.  Grant 
John  D.  Goodwin 
Isaac  Billings 
George  P.  Bonnin 
Charles  J.  Wolbert 
George  Riter 


Vol.  III. 


95,609 

44 

$2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

1,150 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

100 

00 

1 8,050 

00 

No.  III. 
AUCTION  DUTIES. 


xticnaru  Jt .  Alien 

c"!  QAi 

Mahlon  Gillingham 

20,941  07 

John  Jennings 

17,583  04 

Samuel  C.  Ford 

15,456  10 

Joshua  Lippencott 

12,514  66 

Peter  Graham 

12,046  44 

Michael  Nisbet 

11,962  50 

John  F.  Lewis 

8,767  44 

Moses  Thomas 

4,071  96 

George  W.  Richards 

3,445  61 

Samuel  Wagner 

2,702  19 

T.  B.  Freeman 

1,290  13 

Jacob  Hanson 

758  57 

John  B.  Grant 

485  55 

George  Riter 

305  29 

Isaac  Billings 

272  71 

Ch.arlesJ.  Wolbert  ' 

108  87 

John  D.  Goodwin 

80  02 

Patrick  M'Kenna 

77  66 

William  Anderson 

38  84 

George  P.  Bonnin 

29  14 

144,839  59 

No.  IV. 

DIVIDENDS  ON  BANK  STOCK. 


$90,000  00 
23,548  50 
5,124  00 

118,672  50 


Bank  of  Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia  bank 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank 


No.  V. 

DIVIDENDS    ON  BRIDGE  AND  TURNPIKE 
STOCK. 

Harrisburg  bridge  $5,400  00 

Columbia  bridge  4,500  00 

Allegheny  bridge  2,400  00 

Monongahela  bridge  2  000  00 

Northumberland  bridge  1,000  00 

Lewisburgk  bridge  600  00 

Conemaugh  bridge  450  00 

Nescopeck  bridge  240  00 

Lancaster,  Elizabethtown  and 
Middletown  turnpike  road 
company  500  00 

Bellefonte  and  Phillipsburg  turn- 
pike road  company  400  00 

Erie   and   Waterford  turnpike 

road  company  350  00 

Susquehanna  and  York  borough 
turnpike  road  company  125  00 


16,590  00 


1,375  00 
17,965  00 


No.  VI. 

TAX  ON  BANK  DIVIDENDS. 
Commercial  bank  of  Pennsylvania 
Mechanics'  bank  of  Philadelphia 


$3,200  00 
2,862  68 


118 


AUDITOR  GENERAL'S  REPORT— REVENUE. 


rrs  46 

778  46 


720  00 
720  00 


Schuylkill  bank 
Bank  of  North  America 
Southwark  bank 
Bank  of  Pittsburg- 
Bank  of  the  Nortliern  Liberties 
P'armeJ's'  bank  of  Reading 
Ditto 

Easton  bank 
Bank  of  Chester  county 
Ditto 

Farmers'  bank  of  l>ancaster 
Bank  of  Chamberbburg- 
Columbia  bridge  company 
Harrisburg  bank 
Carlisle  bank 

Bank  of  Montgomery  county 

Westmoreland  bank  of  Pennsylvania 

Bank  of  Delaware  county 

Monongahela  bank  of  Brownsville  . 

Kensington  bank 
^Northampton  bank 

Lancaster  bank 
'  Gettysburg  bank 

Bank  of  Penn  township 

Farmers'  bank  of  Bucks  county 


No.  VII. 

TAX  ON  OFFICES. 
George  W.   Riter,  recorder  Philadelphia 
county 

Randall  Hutchinson,  prothonotary  district 

court  Pliiladelpliia  county 
John  Geyer,  register  Philadelphia  county 
Joseph  Pearce,  late  register,  &c.  Chester 

county 

John  Markle}',  register  and  recorder  Mont- 
gomery county  310  65 
Do.       Do.                            250  99 


2,400  00 
2,257  80 
1,700  00 
1,657  53 
1,600  00 


.1,556  92 
1,449  12 


1  -f 

no 

1,438 

40 

1,184 

38 

1,047 

13 

1.014 

56 

-922 

17 

586 

30 

539 

91 

49.6 

06 

.  490 

19 

^••'u-f;;;'-487 

06 

•i  450 

15 

.  401 

36 

■  205 

12 

■  159 

85 

V  -  :'.  ,102 

82 

.  29,649 

"51 

Matthew  Randall,  prothonotary  Philadelphia 
.  -  county 

Vv'illiam  M'Candless,  prothonotary  Alleghe- 
ny county 

F.    A.   Muhlenburg,   register  Lancaster 
county 

N.  W  .  Sample,  Jr.  prothonotary  Lancaster 
county 

Thomas  Lowry,  prothonotary,  &c.  Mont-" 

gomery  county 
Daniel  Rhoads,  register  Berks  county 
W^illiam  Williamson, late  prothonotary  Ches- 
ter county 

George  M.  Dallas,  deputy  attorney  general" 
Philadelphia  county 

John  Conrad,  clerk  of  the  sessions  Philadel- 
phia county 

Samuel  A.  Smith,  register  and  recorder 
Bucks  county 

William  Powell, late  prothonotary  Montgom- 
ery county 


$2,:177  77 

1,898  29 
1,328  48 

588  70 


561  64 

439  82 

551  74 

240  60 

235  50 

200  00 
174  47 

115  75 

70  00 
■  69  67 
68  92 
-20  00 


8,541  35 

PJo.  VIII. 

FEES  SECRETARY  OF  STATE'S  OFFICE. 

Amount  of  iecs  received  and  accounted 
for  by  Calvin  Blythe,  secretary  of  the 
commonwealth 

.  No.  IX. 

TAVERN  LICENCES. 
John  B.  Mcpherson  late  treasurer  of  Adams 
county 

James  Young  '  Allegheny  * 


James  Alexander,  former 
Joseph  Hemphill,  late 
Thomas  Henry 
Henry  Williams 
David  Bright 
James  P.  Bull 
Samuel  McNair,  late 
Isaiah  Niblock,  late 
Stewart  Steele,  late 
Cornelius  McDonald 
John  D.  Petrikin,  late 
James  Davis,  former 
Abislia  Clark,  late 
Ezra  Cope 
Alexander  Irvin 
Andrew  McReynolds 
Thomas  Atkinson,  former 
John  P.  Davis,  late 
Joseph  Douglass 
Alexander  Nesbitt 
Frederick  Heisely 
Homer  Eachus , 
Thomas  Laird 
Joshua  Hart,  late 
James  Boyle 
Daniel  Spangler 
John  Ing-hram 
AValter  Clarke 
William  Lucas 
Christopher  Barr 
John  Reynolds 
Jacob  Goodhart  - 
Cliarles  Seager 
John  Mj'ers,  late 
William  Harris,  Jr. 
Aaron  Hackney,  late 
Jonathan  Smith 
John  King 
Joseph  B.  Ard 
Henry  Daub 
Michael  Opp,  late 
Frederick  Haas,  late 
Georg-e  Stroop 
James  S.  Hubcr,  late  ' 
William  Moulder 
Jacob  Hornbeck,  late 
John  Schall,  late 
Joseph  Hammer 
John  Fatton,  late 
Jacob  NefT 
Justin  Clark,  former 
Hiram  Finch 
Levi  Vail,  late 
Samuel  Wilson 
Hugh  M'Clelland 
Johnson  Wilson,  late 
John  King 
Isaac  Leet 

Robert  Beardslee,  former 
Joseph  Miller,  late 
Riifus  Grenell 
Alexander  Johnston 
Peter  4Ahl 


Beaver 

2a  bo 

do. 

lyo  UU 

do. 

100  00 

Bedford 

683  55 

Berks 

Bradford 

1Q3  22 

Bucks 

on  fir  TfZ 

Butler 

O  O/^ 
O  OO 

Cambria 

1  ,^  A  OA 

do. 

Centre 

Chester 

do. 

do. 

QAA  nCi 

Cleartiela 

1  Cf\     A  R 

Columbia 

cciO  r\c\ 

Ciawford 

±o\J 

do. 

do. 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

1    1  OO  0*7" 

Delaware 

Erie 

>(*T1  AAA 

Fayette 

1  A  fir   A  A 

do. 

fir  trf^  on 

Franklin 

O  Kf^  A'J 

Greene 

OAA  f^A. 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

1  O  £-  AA 

Jerlerson 

i'A  1 

Lancaster 

O  AAO    Aft  X 

Lebanon 

oJJ  io 

Lehigh 

A  OO 

0/4  y-i 

Luzerne 

Lj'comiiig 

40c5  lO 

Mercer 

158  51 

do. 

13  17 

M'Keaii 

16  72 

Mifflin 

118  00 

Montgomery 

1,104  80 

Northampton 

1106  12 

Northumberland   468  16 

Perry 

401  28 

Philadelphia 

505  30 

do: 

11,653  88 

Pike 

392  92 

Schuylkill 

580  06 

do. 

350  00 

Somerset 

443  00 

do. 

459  80 

Susquehanna 

97  46 

do. 

225  72 

Tioga 

125  40 

Union 

443  08 

Venango 

45  85 

Warren 

3  25 

do. 

91  96 

Washington 

1567  67 

Wayne 

34  08 

do. 

7  12 

do. 

491  68 

Westmoreland 

726  67 

York  - 

.-1564  30 

1,400  bA 


$6ri  92 
3,921  40 


_  $46,311  85'^ 

No. 'x. 

DUTIES  ON  DEALERS  IN  FOREIGN  MER- 
CHANDISE. 

John  B.  M'Pberson,  lats 

treasurer  of  Adams  county       693  12 

James  Young  Allegheny  417  32 

Joseph  Hemphill,  late       Beaver  222  06 

Thomas  Henry  do,  79  60 

Henry  Williams  "    Bedford  361  5S 

David  Bright  Berks  J475  20 

James  P.  Bull  Bradford  -       115  51 


1829.] 


AUDITOR  GENERAL'S  REPORT -REVENUE. 


Aaron  La  Rue,  former 
,  Samuel  M'Nair,  late 
Isaiah  Niblock,  late 
Stewart  Steele,  ];ite 
Cornelius  M'Donald 
James  M.  Petiikin,  forr 
James  Davis,  former 
Abisha  Clarkj  late 
Ezra  Cope 
Alexander  Irvin 
Andrew  M'Reynolds 
John  P.  Davis,  late 
Joseph  Doug-la-Js 
Alexander  Nesbitt 
Frederick  Heisely 
Homer  Eachus 
Thomas  Laird 
Joshua  Hart,  la'ce 
James  Boyle 
David  Spariger 
John  Ing-hram 
Walter  Clarke 
William  Lucas 
Christopher  Barr 
Emanuel  Reigart,  late 
John  Reynolds 
Jacob  Goodhart 
Charles  Seajjer 
John  Myers,  late 
William  Harris,  Jr. 
Robert  Stewart,  former 
Aaron  Hackney,  late 
Joseph  B.  Ard 
Henry  Daub 
Michael  Opp,  late 
_  Frederick  Haas,  late 
George  Stroop 
James  S.  Iluber,  late 
William  Moulder 
Jacob  riornbeck,  late 
John  Scliall,  late 
John  Patton,  late 
Jacob  Neft' 
Hiram  Finch 
Levi  Vail,  late 
Samuel  Wilson 
Hugh  M'Clelland 
John  King 
Isaac  Leet 

Robert  Beardslee,  late 
Rufus  Grenell 
Alexander  Johnson 
John  Voglesong,  late 
Peter  Ahl 
John  Bacon 
Georg-e  Weitzel 
William  Graham,  Jr. 


6  50 

do. 

1234  55 

'  Butler 

24  11 

Cambria 

122  25 

do. 

122  70 

Centre 

100  00 

Chester 

293  04 

do. 

1946  01 

do. 

533  56 

Clearfield 

33  25 

Columbia 

324  23 

Crawford 

203  30 

do. 

275  25 

Ciiinberland 

915  76 

Dauphin 

806  52 

Ue Li  ware 

627  -  64 

Erie 

636  33 

Fayette 

20  00 

do. 

703  87 

Pj-anklin 

835  76 

Greene 

242  16 

Hunting^don 

420  32t^ 

Indiana 

531  88' 

Jefferson 

9  50 

Lancaster 

563  49 

.  do. 

1756  56 

Lebanon 

498  61^ 

LiCbigh 

779  .59^ 

Luzerne 

435.  33 

Lycomi  ng* 

261  49 

Mercer 

ir  21 

do. 

102  77 

Mifflin 

243  12 

Mon'  ^omery 

1560  "87 

Northampton 

1346'  45 

Northumberland 

499^  SO 

Perry 

419:  50 

Philadelphia 

1584,  56 

■  ■  do.  ' 

4549  06 

Pike 

226'"88 

Schulkill 

358  71 

Somerset 

233  :00 

°  tlo. 

232-  40 

Susquehanna 

343  15 

Tiotra 

149  63 

Union 

412  69 

A^enaiigo 

77  10 

"Warren 

108  54 

Washington 

964  17i 

Wayne 

70  92 

do. 

628  90 

Westmoreland 

390" 79 

York 

118  16 

do. 

767  59 

City  of  Philada.  15,561  31 
City  of  Lancaster  539  37 
City  of  Pittsburg  1985  31 


52,108  03 


No.  XL 
STATE  MAPS. 


John  B.  M'Pherson,  late 

treasurer  of 

Adams  county 

14 

25 

James  Voung 

Allegheny 

23 

75 

Henry  Williams 

Bedford        .  _  " 

19 

00 

David  Bright 

Berks 

114 

00 

Samuel  M'Nair,  late 

Bucks 

164 

25 

James  Davis,  former 

Chester 

188 

00 

Abisha  Clark,  lat» 

do. 

59 

30. 

Andrew  M'Reynolds 

Columbia 

66 

50 

John  P.  Davis,  late 

Ci'awford 

4 

75 

Alexander  Nesbitt 

Cumberland 

e>  <-> 
OO 

25 

Frederick  Heisely 

Dauphin 

19 

00 

Thomas  Laird 

Erie 

79 

82 

James  Boyle 

Fayette 

70 

25 

Daniel  Spangler 

Walter  Clarke 

Christopher  Barr 

John  Reynolds 

Charles  S  eager 

John  Meyers,  late 

Wilh'am'Harris,  Jr. 

John  King 

Joseph  B.  Ard 

William  M'Glathery 

Michael  Opp,  late 

Frederick  Haas,  late 

William  Moulder 

.lohn  Schall,  late 

John  Patton,  late 

Samuel  Wilson 

John  King 

Isaac  Leet 

Rufus  Grenell 

A.  Mahon,  state  treasurer, 
for  maps  taken  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislatvu-e, 


Franklin 

128  25 

Huntingdon 

50  25 

Jefferson 

13  00 

Lancaster 

116  04 

Lehigh 

59  75- 

Luzerne 

103  50 

I^ycoming 
M'Kean 

94  00 

'  14  25 

MlfHin 

23  75 

late  Montgomery 

128  25 

Nortliampton 

117  75 

Northumberland 

41  75 

Philadelphia 

460  75 

Schuylkill 

33  25 

Somerset 

-  29  00 

Union 

52  25 

AVarren 

28  50 

Washington 

193  75 

Wayne 

28  50 

25  00 


2,597  86 


No.  X-II. 
COLLATERAL  INHERITANCES. 


David  Bright,  treasurer  of  Berks  county 

76 

75 

Samuel  M'Nair,  late 

Bucks 

SO 

61 

Abisha  Clark,  late 

Chester 

596 

28 

Ezra  Cope 
Frederick  Heisely 

Do. 

206 

60 

Dauphin 

87 

50 

Homer  Eachus 

Delaware 

894 

19 

Walter  Clarke 

Huntingdon 

-  19 

50 

John -Reynolds 

Lancaster 

4 

96 

Henry  Daub 

Montgomery 

19 

30 

Aaron  Haekne}',  late 

Mercer 

15 

80 

Frederick  Haas,  late; 

Northumberland 

10 

00 

Michael  Opp,  late 

Northampton 

91 

52 

William  Moulder 

Philadelphia 

3775 

IS 

Isaac  Leet 

Washington 

10 

36 

Peter  Ahl 

York 

154 

89 

5,993 

41 

No.  XIII. 
PAMPHLET  LAWS. 


John  B.  M'Pherson, 

late 

treasurer  of 

Adams  county 

0  95 

James  Young 

Allegheny 

3  75 

Henry  Williams 

Bedford 

0  95 

David  Bright 

Berks 

9  03 

James  P.  Bull 

Bradford 

2  83 

Abisha  Clark,  late 

Chester 

7  12i 

Alexander  Nesbitt 

Cumberland 

3  80 

Frederick  Heisely 

Dauphin 

2  85 

Thomas  Laird 

Erie 

0  47^ 

David  Spangler 

Franklin 

4  28 

Walter  Clarke 

Huntingdon 

2  37^ 

William  Lucas 

Indiana 

0  45 

John  Reynolds 

Lancaster 

13  25 

Charles  Seager, 

-  Lehigh 

7  13 

Henry  Daub 

Montgomery 

1  90 

Michael  Opp,  late 

Northampton 

1  50 

-Frederick  Haas,  lute- 

Northumberland 

0  95 

-George  Stroop 

Perry 

4  28 

William  Moulder 

,  Philadelphia 

25  35 

John  Schall,  late 

Schuylkill 

1  -43 

Samuel  Wilson 

Union 

2  33 

Isaac  Leet 

Washington 

2  80 

100  68^ 


180 


ATTACK  ON  RED  BANK. 


[Maecii 


No.  XIV. 
MILITIA  AND  EXEMPT  PINES. 
Matthias  Gress,  foi-mer  brigade  inspector,  first 

brigade,  seventh  division, 
Natlianicl  W.  Sample,  jr.  brigade  inspector, 

second  brigade,  fourth  division, 
Jeremiah  Shappell,  brigade  inspector,  second 
-  brigade,  sixth  division, 
Samiiel  Al'Nair,  treasurer  of  Bucks  county, 


Abisha  Clark, 
Frederick  Heisel)', 
Homer  Eachus, 
John  Inghram, 
Joseph  B.  Ard, 
William  Moulder, 
Jacob  Ilornbeck, 


Chester, 
Dauphin, 
Delaware, 
Greeiie, 
Mifflin, 
Philadelphia, 
Pike, 


$30 

600 

99 
3 
9 
5 
9 

o 

13 
114 
1 


00 

00 

20 
80 
50 
70 
50" 
80 
30 
00 
90 


890  70 


-    No.,  XV. 
TIN-PEDLARS'  LICENSES. 
Edward  J.  Kelso,  prothonotary  of  Erie  county,   §30  00 
Matthew  Randall,  prothonotary  of  Philadelphia 

county,  ;  .•■^■■■>  .    '      420  00 


-  - .   ^}  "  .   .         \  450. 00 

No'-  XVL  ,  ' 

ESCHEATS.- 
James  Ross'  estate  Allegheny  countjr^'"       " '  208  88 

No.  XVII. 

COMMISSIONERS   OF  TOE  INTERNAL  IM- 
PROVEMENT FUND. 
Repaid  state  treasurer,  the  amount  advanced 
by  him  to  the  commissioners  of  the  inter- 
nal improvement  fund,  per  fourteenth  sec- 
tion, act  twenty -fourth  March,  1828,         150,000  00 

No.  XVIII. 
LOANS  AND  PREMIUMS  ON  LOANS. 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  stock 

loan   pertaining   to    the  .■    '  >r 

Pennsylvania   canal,  per 
act  of  9th  April,  1827, 
Premium  on  do. 


Interest  on  420  dollaj's,  notes  of  the  Union  bank  ^ 

of  Pennsylvania,         _     '  '    218  72 

John  Steele's  administrators,  on  account  of 

Susquehanna  Lottery,  100  39 

Canal  Commissioners,  unexpended  balance  of 
the  sum  appropriated   to   explore  canal 
routes,  35 
Interest  on  300  dollars,  notes  of  the  Centre 

bank  of  Pennsylvania,  150 
Charles  Mowry,acting  canal  commissioner,  sale 

of  property  belonging  to  the  commonwealth,  35 
Gabriel  Hiester,  former  prothonotary  of  Berks 

county,  on  account  of  office  fees,  1,007 
Robert  Brown,  per  Daniel  Stannard,  attorney 

for  the  commonwealth,  [150 
Jesse  Beeson,  deceased,  per  Thomas  Irwin,  at- 
torney for  the  corhmonwealth,  453 
Jacob  S.  Davis,  per  Amzi  Fuller,  attorney  for 

the  commonwealth,  300  00 

Luther  Stark,  per  Amzi  Fuller,  attorney  for  the 

commonwealth,  80  00 

William  Gibson,  per  W.  W.  Fetterman,' attor- 
ney for  the  commonwealth,  100  00 
Sureties  of  Samuel  Bryan,  late  registerof  Phil- 
;\  adelphla  county,  per  George  M.  Dallas,  at- 
torney for  the  commonwealth,                      505  28 
Jatnes  M.  Porter,  late  deputy  marshal,  on  ac- 
count of  rnilitia  fines,  400  00 


§200,000  00 
9,500  00 


Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  stock 
loan  pertaining  to  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  per 
act  of  24th  March,  1828, 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  tem- 
porary loan,  per  act  of  4th 
April,  1828, 

Ilarrisbtarg  bank,  do. 

Carlisle  bank,  do. 

Farmers  bank  ofLanc'r.  do. 

Commercial  b'k  ofPenn.  do. 

Bank  of  Pittsburg,  do. 

Bank  of  Chester  count)',  do. 

Farmers'  b'k  of  Reading,  do. 

Westmorel'db'kofPa,  do. 

Schuylkill  bank,  do. 


209,500  00 


1,732,600  00 


$150,000  00 
100,000  00  - 
50,000  00  : 
50,000  00 
30.000  00 
30,000  00 
25,000  00 
25,000  00 
20,000  00 
'  10,000  00 


96 
00 
89 
00 
00 
87 


*490,000  00 
2,432,1CG  -00 


No.  XIX. 

OLD  DEBTS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 
7homas  Laird,  commissioner  of  Erie  county. 


on  account  of  Erie  town  lots^ 

Interest  on  $4\5,  notes  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Pennsylvania, 

James  Entriken  and  Frederick  Shoup,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Susquehanna  Lottery, 


^31  00 
212  69 
200  00 


*  This  sum  has  been  repaid  to  .the  reveral  banks,  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  Interrial  Improvement  Fund, 
out  of  the  stock  loan  of  1828. 


-  3,980  75 

Of  the  preceding'  Revenue  the  following  sums  have 
been  derived  from  the  CITY  &  COUNTY  of  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

Auction  Commissions...  ^18,050 

Duties  143,964 


Dividends  on  Bank  Stock  118,672 

Tax  oh  Bank  Dividends....  .14,667 

  Offices.  5,984 

Tavern  Licenses.   12,159 

Duties  on  dealers  in  Foreign  Merchandize. . .  .21,694 

State  Maps  , . ,  460 

Collateral -Inheritances  .  .3,775 

Pamphlet  La<vs. . .  .25 

Militia  aiid  Exempt  fines!. ......  ........ .114 

Tin-pedlar's  Licenses.-.,.  420 

Loans  and  premiums  on'Loatis   .2,132,100 

01d'd«  bts,.  &.C.  905 


00 
52 
50 
39 
03 
18 
93 
75- 
15 
85 
00 : 
00- 
00 
28' 


From  (;ity  and  County,   .§2,472,993  58 

From  the  rest  of  the  State  &  other  sources,  656,476  51 


Total  Revenue  . , 


,.553,129,470  09 


CORRESFONDENCE  RELATING  TO  THE  AT- 
TACK ON  RED  BANK. 

Reii  Bank,  October  23d,  1777. 
May  U  please  your  Excellency, 

This  will  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  early  this 
morning,  we  carried  all  our  gallies  to  action,  and  after  a 
long  and  heavy  firing  we  dl'ove  the  enemy's  ships  down 
the  river,  except  a  64  gun  ship,  and  a  small  frigate, 
which  we  obhg-ed  them  to  quit,  as  they  got  on  shore, 
and  by  accident  tlie  64  gun  ship  blew  up,  _and  the  fri- 
gate they  seton  fire  themselves,  took  the  people  all  out 
and  quitted  thens.  Our  action  lasted  till  twelve  o'clock, 
and  our  fleetjias  received  but  very  little  damage.  You 
will  be  informed  of  the  glorious  event  of  last  night  by 
Col.  Green.  We  in  our  gallies  were  of  great  use  in 
flanking  round  the  fort.  As  I  am  very  much  fatigued, 
I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  satisfied  with  this  short 
account  of  our  aA'airs  of  the  river  and  fleet. 

Being  in  haste,  I  hope  soon  shall  have  it  in  my  power 
to  give  j  ou  a  better  account  of  this  actitm;  besides  the 
sixty-four  and  frigate  being  burnt,  the  Roebuck,  who 
lay  to  cover  them,  we  damae-ed  much,  and  drove  oW, 


1829.] 


CANAL  DOCUMENTS; 


ISl 


and  had  she  lain  fiist,  we  should  have  had  her  in  the. 
-Same  situation.  -  ' 

,  '    Am  }  om"  Escenenc)''s  most  obedisnt^ 
and  very  "humble  servant, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOJD.  _ 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Washing'tcn. 

Red  BA?eK,  23d  October,  17rr. 
SIR: — By  the^  desire  of  Col.  Green,  I  cong-ratulate 
your  Excellenc)-,  on  the  success  of  the  troops  under  his 
command,  }'esterda)^  On  the  21st  instant,  four  battal- 
ions of  Germans,  amounting-  to  1200  men,  commanded 
by  the  Baron  Donop,  Col.  Commandant,  landed  at  Coo- 
per's ferry,  and  marched  the  same  evening  to  Haddon- 
field.  At  3  o'clock  yesterday  moraing',  they  marched 
for  this  place;  when  the  guard  at  Timber-Creek  Bridge 
were  informed  of  their  approach,  they  took  up  ^hat 
.bridge,  and  the  enemy  filed  oif  to  the  left,  and  crossed  at 
a  bridge,  four  miles  above.  Their  advanced  parties 
were  discovered  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fort,  at 
12  o'clock;  at  half  after  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  they  seiit  a 
flag-  to  summon  the  fort,  who  was  told,  that  It  should 
never  be  surrendered.  At  three  quarters  after  four 
they  began  a  brisk  cannonade,  and  soon  after,  adranced 
:  in  two  columns,  to  the  attack.  The}- passed  the  \abat- 
tis, gained  the  Llitch,and  some  few  g:ot  bver  t!ie  piccjuets,^ 
but  the  fire  was  so  heavy  that  tiiey  wefe  soon  drove  out 
again,  with  considerable  loss,  and  retreated  .precipitate- 
ly, towards  Haddonfield.  ■  -  '  r 
-  The  enemy's  loss  amounts  to  1  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
3  Captains,  4  Lieutenants,  and  near  70  killed,  and  the 
Baron  Donop,  his  Brigade  JIajor,  a  Captain,' Lieutenant, 
and  upwards  of  70  non-commissioned  ofhcers  and  pri- 
vates, wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  AA'e  are  also  in- 
formed that  several  wagons  are  taken.  He  also  enjoins 
me  to  tell  your  Tlxcellency,  that  both  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  behaved  with  the  greatest  bravery.  The  ac- 
tion lasted  40  minutes.  Col.  Green's  regiment  has  two 
Serjeants,  1  fifer,  and  4-pivates  killed,-!  Serjeant,  and 3 
privates  wounded,  and  one  Captain,  (who  was  recon- 
npitering)  taken  prisoner.      Col.  Angel  has  one  Cap- 

■  tain  killed,  3  Serjeants,  3  rank  and  file;  and  1  ensign,  1 
Serjeant,  and  15  rank  and  file  wounded;  2  of  Capt.  Du- 

:  plessis  company  were  shghtly  wounded;  too  many 
handsome  tilings  cannot  be  said,  of  the  Chevalier,  who 
as  "well  as  his  officers  shewed  a  truly  heroic  bravery. — 
There  has  been  already  brought  into  the  fort  near  300 
.  muskets,  a  considerable  number  of  swojds,  cartridge 
boxes,  &c.  There  has  been  a  smart  firing  between  burs 
and  the  enemy's  fleet  this  morning;  several  fire-slvips 
have  been  sent  down  the  river.  ^  ' 

lam  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  h-iost_obedieut 
humble  servant,  "  : '    j  ' 

SAM.  WA?iI>.  -~ 

His  .Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 

T,  .Red  Bank,  2  o'clock,  Oct.  23,  i7T7. 

SIR — I  am  just  arrived  ^t  this  place,  on  corrimand 
from  Fort  Mifflin,  and  finding  that  Col.  Green,  and  the 

■  .Commodore  were  sending;  bj'  Express  to  your  Excellen- 
fey,  the  glorious  event  of  last  evening,  and  this  morn- 

.'ing,  think  proper  to  give  you  the  particulars  from  our 
garrison.  This  morning- at  half  after  «ix  o'clock,  the 
enemy,  from  Province  Island,  began  a  very  heavy  fire 
froth  their  bomb -batteries,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  af- 
',•  ter  was  joined  by  their  fleet, which  kept  up  on  us'inces- 

•  santly,  till  aftertwelve  o'clock.      Our  batterjv  in  con- 

.  cert  with  the  Commodore's  fleet,  playing-  on  them  the 
—whole  dme;  in  short  we  ply'd  theni  with  18  and  32 
pound  shot  so  closely,  that  they,  I  believe,  began  to 

-.  give  ground;"  however  they  ran  a.  sixty -four  gun  ship 
■and  a  twenty  giin  frigate  a-ground,  and  after  fruitless  at- 

:  tempts  to  get  them  ofl^,  they  set  fire  to  them  both .  AVe 
sustained  no  damag-e,  except  a  Captain  and  a  private 
slightly  wounded.  Our  garrison  shewed  a  firmness  and 
resolution  becoming  brave  men,  and  I  don't  doubt  will 


acquit  themselves,  v.'ith  honor.     The  fleet  are  making 
down  fast,  as  low  as  Billingsport. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &:c. 

ROBERT  BALLARD. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  AVashlngton.- 

Published  by  order  of  Cong;ress, 

Chahlivs  Thomps-os,  Seci-etar)'. 
{Handbill printed  at  Lancaster. 

.CANAI.  DOCUxliSKTS. 
^  .        .  '  _  (Continued  from  p.l7G) 

REPORT  ON  THE  MONONGAHELA. 
By  Edw  .  F.  Gat,  Engineer. 

The  duty  assigned  me  in  relation  to  the  Mouoiigahela 
river  will  be  seen  by  the  followin.^^  instiuctions. 

That  examinations,  levels^  and  surveys  be  made  along 
the. valley  of  the  Monongahela,  from  the  A'irginia  state 
hne  to  Pittsbti'rg,  with  a  view  of  determining  the  most 
eligible  mode  of  effecting  a  communication  either  by 
canal  or  slackwater  navrgation.  And  that  in  contem- 
plation of  a  slackwater  navigation  to  report  in  addition 
to  btherproper  and  necessar}''  matters,  precise  accounts 
of  the  number  of  dams  and  locks  necessary  to  be  erect- 
ed, their  respective  dimensions  and  localities.  The  ma- 
tefiab  of  which  they  should,  be  constructed,  and  the 
plan,  manlier,  and  estimated  expense  oftlie  same  sepa- 
rately.  And  further^  that  the  plan  shall  be  so  an-anged, 
if  practicable,  as  to  preserve  from  injury  the  mill  works 
and  wafer  power^now  in  use  on  said  rivei-. 

Incompliance  with  the  above  instructions,  my  atten- 
tion was' necessarily  first  dire<;ted  towards  ascertaining 
the  practicabihty  of  either,  or  both  the  improvements 
implied  by  them.  Accordingly  I  visited  the  river  at 
several  points  to  ascertain  its  general  character,  and 
from  my  own  observations,  together  with  the  informa- 
tion derived  from  many  gentlemen  of  respectability  who 
resided  along  the  river,  I  became  satisfied,  and  during- 
the. examination  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  a  canal 
cannot  be  made  along  this  valley  at  a  reasonable  ex- 
pense, and  therefore  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  any 
examinations  with  reference  to  its  particular  cost.  I'he 
reasons  which  induced  this  conclusion,  will  be  seen  as 
follows. 

The  banks  of  this  river  are,  for  nearly  the  whole  dis- 
tance examined,  of  a  slippery  nature.  This  character- 
istic is  exhibited  in  the  face  of  tlie  hills  to  a  dangerous 
extent.  As  these  elevated  blufts  are  washed  by  the 
river  about  one-third  of  the  distance,  the  flats  or  bottom 
lands  which  aro  often  extensive,  vary  in  height,  from  20 
to  50  feet  above  the  river  surface,  their  average  mav  be 
plaGed  at  about  35  feet,  and  although  apparently  even 
in  their  general  surface,  yet  our  levels  siiow  that  a  ca- 
nal hne  entering  upon  them  at  an  elevation  of  30  feet 
above  the  river,  .would  very  often  unavoidably  encoun- 
ter cutting  twenty  feet  in  depth  before  arriving  at  their 
termination.  This  together  with  the  necessity  ofpass- 
-ing  the  above  mentioned  treacherous  bluffs  on  levels 
sufficiently  elevated  to  place  the  canal  on  the  flats,  and 
the  difficulty  of  introducing  feeders  into  such  elevated 
levels,  would  render  the  construction  of  a  canal  an  item 
of  serious  expense.  The  construction  of  a  towing-patk 
along  the  river  would  also  be  attended  with  extraordi- 
nary expense;  mdce.d  so  strong  is  the  propensity  of  its 
banks  to  slip,  for  its  whole  extent,  that  the  practicabili- 
ty of  Constructing  a  permanent  towing  path  on  either 
side,  may  be  doubted.  Havingfirst  satisfied  myself  with 
regard  to  the  existence  of  these  difficulties,  I  commenced 
at  the  Virginia  state  line,  and  continued  my  examinations 
solely  whh  a  view  to  an  improvement  of  the  steamboat 
navigation,  believing  also  that  its  improvement  would 
better  answer  the  object  desired  than  a  canal.  It  may 
however  here  be  well  to  institute  a  brief  comparison 
between  the  advantages  to  be  derived  fi-om  a  canal  and. 
those  of  a  slack  water  navigation  along  this  valley.  An 
improvement  here  of  any  kind  is  intended  to  accommo- 
date the  <:ountry  thro*  which  it  passes,  it  follows  there- 
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fore  tliatas  a  oanal  must  necessarily  be  confined  to  one 
side  of  the  river,  its  advantage  must  be  in  measure 
limited.  The  inhabitants  on  the  canal  side  of  the  river 
will  enjoy  facilities,  which  the  difficulty  of  crossing- 
and  recros^ing'  will  prevent  tliose  on  the  opposite  side 
from  enjoying  to  an  equal  extent.  Villag-es  will  spring 
up  and  flourish  on  the  canal  side,  wliile  those  on  the 
opposite  side  must  proportionab'y  deca}'. 

On  the  other  hand  bj'-an  improvement  of  the  river, 
'  equal  facilities  will  be  enjoyed  on  either  side.  The 
Water  power  created  b)'  the  dams,  will  becoffie  art  ob- 
ject of  great  and  increased  value  in  a  country  already 
rich  in  agriculture,  but  destitute  of  these  privileges. 
And  the  nilmerous  villages  ■  which  line  its  banks,  and 
are  at  present  so  far  from  exhibiting  the  enjoyment  of 
commercial  advantages  will  be  restored  to  permanent 
prosperity.  ^  .    ■    •   ■  ' 

Although  lam  far  from  believing  that  this,  species  of 
improvement,  will  or  rather  can  be  adopted  a.s  a  general 
S3'stem,  yet  that  it  may  in  many  cases,  and  in  this  one  in- 
particular,  be  made  at  great  saving  of  expense,  and 
possess  advantages  superior  to  a  canal,  I  have,  not  tile 
slightest  doubt.  , 

From  the  description  which  has  been  given  of  the 
character  of  this  valley  for  a  canal,  it  will  readily  be 
observed  that  the  height  of  the  banks  are  unusually  fa- 
vourable for  the  elevation  of  water  by  dams.  The  bot- 
tom of  the  river  is  composed  of  coarse  gravel,  and  in 
some  instances  a  shallow  deposit  of  sand  covers  the  na- 
tural bed  of  gravel.  Good  foundations  have  however 
been  obtained  for  all  the  dams.  One  stTiking  feature 
in  the  character  of  this  river,  and  tvjiich  constitutj?s  an 
important  reason  in  favour  of  its  improvement,  is  its 
trifling  fall  in  comparison  .with  the^  di.stance;' being- 
from  the  Virginia  line  to  Pittsbtu-g  as  follows:  Fall  75 
feet,  dista.nce  89  miles.  On  this  distance  eight  dams 
and  ten  locks  .vvlil  he  required  to  make  a.  complete 
steamboat  navigation,  with  four  feet  depth  of  water. 
The  only  obstacles  to  be  removed  from  the  bed  of  the 
river  are  a  few  of  the  artificial  wing  dams  which  have 
been  constructed  as  an  improvement  of  the  ripples,  and 
a  Yew  snags  which  have  become  fastened  to  the  bed  of 
the  river.  The  removal  of  these,  however,  ovving  to 
the  shoalne?s  of  the  water,  will  be  attended- with  very 
little  difficulty.  ,  . 

The  dams  have  been  located  with  particular  reference 
to  that  section  of  the  instructions  furnished  me,  which" 
implies  a  preservation  from  injury, oCthe  mill  works  and 
water  power  now  in  use^on  said  river.  And  with  the 
exception  of  two  instances,  the  location  of  dams  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  mills  have  been  particularly  favourable. 
The  nillls  along  this  river  are  at  present  supplied  by 
Jow  wing  dams,  and  can  only  grind  in  -low  water.  .  if 
therefore  they  should  receive  their  sup])ly  from  the  (lams 
at  present  proposed,  which  are  calculated  to  furnish  a. 
power  throughout  the  year,  their  value  would  be  ma- 
terially enhanced. 

As  the  board  have  already  been  furnished  with  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  rise  of  freshes  on  pools  and  on  un-; 
improved  parts  of  a  river,  per  Allegheny  report,  1  con- 
sider it  unnecessary  to  furnish  a  repetition  in  this.  It 
may  however  be  well  to  add  that  a  very  considerable 
difference  exists  between  the  freshes  east, _and.  those 
west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  The  rise,;  being 
nearly  one-half  more  on  the  we.st  eide.^  As  it  was  shown 
in  that  report,  that  the  freshes  on  the  Conestoga,  which 
were  formerly  12  feet,  are  since  its  improvement_  but  3. 
feet,  it  may  be  safely  inferred  that  the  freshes  in  the 
Monongahela  which  are  now  about  20  feet,  would  sel- 
dom if  ever  after  its  improvement  exceed  8  feet.-,  ^ 

The  following  will  show  the  respective  localities  of 
the  dams  and  locks,  together  with  the  reasons  which 
induced  such  locations.  Dam  No.  1,  located  at  New 
Geneva,  is  calculated  to  elevate  the  water  to  a  level  of 
the  surface  at  the  Virginia  line.  As  the  water  is  not  4 
feet  deep  at  this  place,  if  any  extension  of  this  improve- 
ment should  hereafter  be  effected,  to  which  the  citi- 


_,zens  of  Morgantown  lox)k  forward  with  a  deep  interest, 
it  will  become  necessai'}^,  either  to  locate  another  dam 
within  the  limits  of  this  state,  or  to  raise  dam  No.  1,  t  wo 
feet  higher;  but  as  this  was  not  necessarj'  for  the  pre- 
sent examinations,  and  asitwouldonly  serve  to  increase 
the  lockage,  it  was  omitted.    By  the  location  of  dam 
No.  1  at  Geneva,  a  fall  of  12  feet  is  accumulated,  and 
will  be  overcome  by  locks  No.  1  and  2  of , six  feet  lift 
each,  iiaving  a  pound  between  them  of  300  feet  in 
length.    The  advantages  of  this  location  will  be  per- 
ceived by  its  vicinity  to  the  villages  of  New  Geneva  and 
Greensburgj  as  these  will  be  essentially  benefitted  by 
the  valuable  water  power  created  here,and  a  mill  belong- 
ing to  Colone;!  riea-ton  will  be  saved.    The  only  injury 
done  b}'  the  back  water,  will  be  the  loss  of  a  small  sawmill 
owned  by  Albert  Gallatin,    arrd   in   operation  upon 
George  Creek,  also  40  i-ods  of  road,  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  raise  three_  feet.    This  road  passes  along 
tte  side  hill  above  Greensburg-h,  and  is  only  raised  in 
low  water.  .  Any  attempt  to  save  the  saw  mill  by  alter- 
ing the  position  of  the  dam,  would  enhance  the  cost  of 
the  works  far  beyond  the  value  of  the  mill.    The  only 
ripples  on  this  level,  are  at  the  mouth  of  Cheat  and  Dun- 
kard.    Some  excavation  will  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  wing  dam  at  Cheat.    No  other  obstruction  exists, 
that  will  require  any  removal  to  obtain  four  feet  water.  , 
Dam  No  2,  with  loclfs  No  3  and  4,  of  6  feet  lift  each, 
are  located  at  Daniel  Sharpneck's  mill.     I'his  position 
was  selected  for  the  purpose  ,of  saving  the  mill,  but  it 
may  be  considered  favorable  in. other  respects.  The 
materials  for  the  construction  of  the  works,  can  be  con.-.' 
veniently  obtained,  also  the  bottom,  and  banks  of  the 
river  are  well  calculated  to  ensure  permanency.  A 
pound  between  the  locks  will  be  neeessaiy,  600  feet  in. 
length..     it  will  cross  a  large  g-ravel  bar,  and  terminate 
at  a  favourable  position  for  the  outlet  lock.    On  this  lev- 
el, several  ripples  will  be  ovei'come,  but  no  river  exca-. 
vation  wilbbe  required,  nor-any  injury  done  to  private 
property.  '  "      ;  , 

Dam  No.  3,  with  lock  No.  5^  of  8  feet  lift,  is  located  ' 
at  Millsboi-ough,  and  will  flow  the  water  back  to  Sharp- 
neck's  mill.    On.  this  level,  the  removal  of  a  -part  of  the 
.wing  dams  at  Arm.slTong's  and  Muddy  creek  ripple.s,. 
will  be  necessary.    The  location  of  the  da*n  at  Millsbo- 
rough,  will  save  a  grist  and  two  saw  mills  owned  by 
Colonel  H.  Heaton,  also  a  factory,  g-rist  and  sawmill,;' 
owned  by  Esqr.  Bumgarjier.     A  canal  will  be  required, 
at  this  place  700  feet  in  lengith  below  the  dam,  in  or^'^. 
del-  to  afford  a-fayourable  position  forthe  lock  into  good 
water.  ',-    "'.    "~    .      '  T"       •  _  . ' .  -  \ 

Dam  No.  4,  is' located  at  Bridgeport  with  lock  No;  6,'''' 
of  eight  and  a  half  feet. lift.  On  this  level  the  wing  dam 
at  Fishpot  ripple  must  be  removed,  and  the  mill  at  that  ■ 
place  owned  by  Ilenry  Wise  vvill  be  destroyed.  As 
this  mill  is  but  two  miles  below  Millsborouglr,  and  the 
fall  rn  the  river  inconsiderable,  no  material  variation, 
from  the  present  locations  could  be  efTected  to  save  it. 

The  advantage  to  be  derived  in  locating  dam  No.  4.' 
above,  instead  of  below  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  creefc» .  ■ 
will  be  the  saving  of  a  grist  and  saw  mill  on  that  stream,,  ': 
and  near  its  moulh,  pvv'ned  by  Samuel  Krepps,  and  also 
the  lockage  of  all  boats  destined  to  Brownsville  or 
Bridgeport.    The  p.lan  w  ill,  however,  render  the  remo-^' 
val  of  the  bar  and  wing  dams  at  tliat  place,  a  matter  of 
necessity.    Witli  regard  to  the  water  power  to  be  deri- 
ved from  a  dam  at  this  place,  nothing  need  be  said,  as  it 
must,  be}'ond  a  doubtj  be  veiy  valuable. 

Dam  No.  5,"andlock  No.  7,,  of  seven  feet  lift,  are  lo- 
cated at  Baldwin's  mill  n«ar  Cookstown,  and  will  flow 
the  water  back  to  Brownsville.  On  this  level,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  bar  arid  wing  dams  at  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's 
or^ek,  the  removal  of  the  wing  dams  at  the  tnouth  of 
Redstone,  and  at  Fprsythe's  Ripple,  will  be  necessary. 
By  the  \ncinity  of  this  dam  at  Cookstown,  which  is  a 
village  of  considerable  size,  and  the  saving  of  Ba^v.-in^s 
mill  its  location  may  be  considered  favorable.  'Some  idea 
mav  be  Iiad  of  the  inclination  of  the  inhabitants'in  this  dis- 
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trict  for  manufacturing-,  from  the  infonratloTi  which  I  re- 
ceived at  Cookstowii,  that  within  3  miles  of  that  vil- 
iage,  there  are  in  operation  27  mills  of  different  descrip- 
tions. These,  howeyer,  being'  situated  on  tributaries  of 
the  Monong-ahela,  which  furnish  very  little  water  during- 
Diidsummer,  are  chiefly  all  stopped  at  that  time. 

Dam  No.  6,  and  lock  No.  8,- of  eight  an'd  a  half  feet, 
are  located  at  Farkerson's  ripple,  and  will  flow  the  wa- 
ter back  to  Cookstown.  On  this  level  there  are  no  riv- 
er obstructiojis  to  be  removed,  yet  by  tlie  present  loca- 
tion of  the  dam  a  considerable  amount  of  private  pro- 
perty will  be  destroyed;  this  will  consist  of  a  grist  mill 
situated  on  the  river,  and  a  small  saw,  grist  and  fulhng- 
mill,  on  Mingo  creek,  and  near  its  mouth.  These  es- 
tablishments belong  to  Ml\  Parkerson,  and  are  calcula- 
ted to  grind  onh'in  low  water.  To  save  them  c/Zfrom 
injury,  another  dam  would  be  requisite,  and  to  save  the 
i'iver  mill,  the  length  of  the  present  dam  would  be  in- 
creased 170  feet.  Therefore  in  either  case,  tlie  cost  of 
the  improvement  would  be  enh.inced  beyond  the  value 
of  the  mills.  The  present  position  for  the  dam  was  se- 
lected with  due  reg-ard  to  the  ecoiioriiy.  and  permanency . 
of  the  works. 

Dam  No.  r,  and  lock  No.  8,  of  eight  and  a  half  feet 
lift,  are  located  near  the  mouth  of  Fine  Kun^  and  will 
flow  the  water  back  to  Parkerson's.  On  this  level  there 
are  no  river  obstructions  to  remove.  A  rock  foundation 
is  obtained  for  the  lock  and  I  may  add,  that  the  positions 
selected  both  for  the  lock  and  dam,  are  remarkably  fa- 
vorable. 

Dam  No.  8,  and  lock.  No.  10,  of  ten  and  a  half  feet 
lift, (being the  last  proposed,)  are  located  near  M'Clurg's 
house,  two  miles  above  Pittsburg,  and  will  flaw  the  wa- 
ter back  to  Pine  Run.    This  point  for  the  location  of 
the  dam,  was  adopted  as  being  the  last  shoal  water  on 
t  the  river.    From  tliis  dam  to  Pittsburg,  the  depth  of 
.the  water  was  sounde.d>  and  ascertained  to  be  sufficient 
for  steamboat's  in  the  lowest  water.    The  great  width  of 
tlie  river  at  this  place  wiil  render  the  construction  of  a 
dam  laborious  and  expensive.  Yet  its  localit}'  cannot  be 
favored,  unless  by  a  dam  across  the  Ohio,  with  a  view 
to  the  improvement  of  that  river,  and  of  the  harbour  of 
Pittsburg,  in  wliich  case  this  dam  can  be  removed  up 
toBig-g^s  i-ipple,  \vhere  its  length  would  be  diminished 
;.-390  feet.    The  lockage  two  feet,  and  its  cost  §13,700.  - 
•  I  have  thus  shown  the  localities  of  the  dam,  as  selec- 
ted during  our  examination,  and  which  from  observa- 
tions taken  at  that  time,  and  reflection  since,  I  consider  , 
decidedly  best  calculated  to  render  the  improvement 
complete,  permanent  and  economical.      With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  mills  already  mentioned,  no  other  injury 
will  be  done  by  the  required  elevation  of.  the  vvaterfor 
the  whole  distance  examined.    The  leng-th  of  the  pools 
will  average  10  miles  and  70  chains,  and  will  afford,  (if 
the  dams  should  be  constructed  at  their  present  locali- 
ties) a  beautiful  surface  for' the  operation  of  steam  boats. 


The  banks  of  this  river  are  in  many  places  lined  with 
trees  which  g-row  hear  to  the  water's  edg-e;  these  would, 
after  the  water  is  raised  to  its  proper  height,  decay  and 
fall  into  the  river,  and  astheif  fall  migjit  be  productive 
of  much- inconvenience,  and  possible  injur}',  it  is  there- 
fore proposed  to  cut  them  off,  and  remove  them  pre-jf 
vious  to  the  construction  of  the  dams;  for  whicli  pur-  ' 
pose  a  sura  as  an  equivalent  for  their  removal,  has  been 
placed  in  the  estimate,  this  it  is  also  believed  will  be 
sufficient  to  do  the  g-rabbings  and  to  remove  the  few  ^ 
snags  which  are  now  scattered  along  the  river. 

The  dams  proposed  on  thisriver  are  commonly  known  ' 
by  the  name  of  crib  or  frame  dams.     The  bottom  of  the 
d'am  to  be  built  in  the  form  of  crib  work,  and  the  top  of 
framework,  the  whole  to  be  filled  with  loose  stone;  the  . 
fi-ame  work  to  be  constructed  of  white  oak,  and  the^- 
crib  work  of  oak,  or  yellow  poplar.      A  correct  plan 
with  all  the  necessary  descriptions  can  be  seen  by  refer-  ' . 
ence  to  map  No., 22  in  the  atlas.    This  plan  differs  from 
the  one  proposed  on  the  Alleghenv,  and  is  recommend- 
ed as -possessing  great  strength,  being  easily  secured, 
and  requiring  less  timber  than  the  Allegheny  dams,  a 
material  which  is  not  so  easily  obtained  here  as  in  that 
riveVi' 

The  plan  of  the  locks  on  this  river  is  the  same  as 
proposed  on  the  Alleg-heny,  to  wit:  the  wall  of  stone, 
the  top  of  which  .ire  to  be  eight  feet  higher  than  the 
tops  of  the  dams;  the  chamber  to  be  120  feet  in  length, 
and  26  feet  in  width;  the  form  to  be  the  same  as  the 
locks  now  constructing  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  with 
the  exception  of  the  outside  next  the  river,  which  will 
present  a  smooth  surface  to  resist  tlie  action  of  ice  or 
floodwood.  The  dimensions  of  these  locks  are  propo- 
sed for  the  same  reasons  mentioned  per  Allegheny  re- 
port. By  a  reference  to  the  maps,  the  localities  of  all 
the  dams  and  locks  as  above  described,  will  be  seen,  to- 
gether with  all  the  ripples,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
overcome  by  each  of  the  dams,,  and  all  the  villages  situ- 
ated on  either  side  of  the  river,  which  will  be  benefit- 
ted by  the  proposed  improvement. 

It  may  here  be  well  to  remark  that  crib  locks  filled 
with  stone,  can  be  built  on  this  river  for  g.800  per  foot 
lift,  this  plan  (although  the  lock  would  be, possessed  of 
great  strength,  and  doubtless  last  for  several  years)  can- 
not be  recommended  on  a  river  where  stone  of  a  good 
quality  are  so  abundant  as  on  this.  Stone  locks  could 
be  b^iilt  remarkably  clieap  on  this,riverbut  for  the  great 
expense  to  be  encountered  in  prepa,i-ing  the  foundation 
ofthem  below  the  river  surface. 

The  following  table  will  show  thelength  of  the  dams, 
and  their  height  measured  from  the  bed  of  the  river;  al- 
so their  cost,  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  numbers  and 
localities  of  dams,  locks.  Sec. 

The  estimate  for  _the  dams  includes  the  wing  walls, 
excavation,  &c. "    -  ,        ,  - 


Dams. 

Locks. 

- 

Lift  of  Locks 

No. 

Nos. 

Feet. 

1 

1  &  2 

6  each 

2 

3  &  4 

6  each 

3 

5 

8 

4 

6 

-  8i 

5 

7 

7 

6 

I 

8i 

7 

Si 

'  3 

10 

10* 

Localities. 


'  Names. 

New  Geneva. 

Sharpneck'.s  mill, 

Millsborough. 

Bridgeport. 

Cookstown.  . 

Parkerson's  lower  ripple. 

pine  Run  Ripple. 
C  Near  M  Clurg's  2  miles  ] 
I    above  Pittsburg-. 


Length 

Heig-ht 

Cost  of 

of  dams. 

of  dams. 

Cost  orDams. 

Pounds. 

■-Feet. 

Feet. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

580 

14 

16,020 

1,325 

545 

13, 

■  14,810 

1,872 

.  790 

9  . 

-  16,590 

2,356 

660 

la  - 

17,220 

760  - 

,  •    9  -  , 

16,415 

785 

'  19,745 

660 

11  , 

,  16,460 

1320 

13 

39,656 

Add  75  feet  of  lockage,  at  1,300  dollars  per  foot, 
Grubbing  and  clearing  along  the  banks, 
Removal  of  wing  dams. 
Damage  of  mills, 


Cost  of  Dams, 
Pounds, 


156,916 
5,555 
97,500 
.  ■  6,350 
1,676 
■8,500 


5,553 


184 


Walling  below  xhe  loclcs. 


■  Add  10  per  cent. 
Total  cost, 


If  crib  locks  be  adopted,  the  cost  will  st^ttt'd, 


-  OHIO  EEPORTi  : 
In  compliance  with  instructions  received  in  relation 
to  an  improvement- of  this  river  by  locks  and  dams,  our 
examinations  were  commenced  at  Pittsburg-,  and  ter- 
minated at  the  foot  of  Stone's  Islandj  immediately  be- 
low the  mouth  of  Beaver,-  ^  • 
;  The  deptli  of  water  assumed  for  this  improvement  is 
~4  feet.    This  was  done  from  the  conviction  that  wlien- 
■ever  there  was  sufficient  water  for  steambojits  to  come 
.aip  to  Beaver,  there  would  also  be  an  abundance  of 
water  in  the  navigation.                -   .  . 

The  first  obstruction  which  presents;  itself  to  the  prog-~ 

■  j-ess  of  boats  drawing  four  feet  water,  is  a  bar  at  the 
rnouth  of  the  Monongahek  river.  This  bar  extends 
quite  across  the  river,  and  the  depth  of  water  on  it -du- 
ring summer  months  does  not  exceed  three  feet.  '  Ac-, 
covdingly  the  levelled  line  from  llie  top  of  dam  No.l  was 
calculated  at  an  elevation  sufficient  to  raise  one  foot  on 
fo  the  present  surface  at  Pittsburg.  - 

V  The  distance  from  Pittsburgh  to  Beaver,  is25|  miles, 
'  and  the  fall  (to  the  foot  of  Stone's  Island)  is  34  feet.— 
To  this  add  one  foot,  which  it  is  pi-oposed  to  rise  at  Pitts- 
burg, and  the  lockage  will  stand  35  feet.  This  fall-it 
is  proposed  to  overcome  by  4  dams  and  locks,  located 
..as  follows.  ■ 

Dam  No.  1,,  being  in  two  parts.  The  first  part  at 
the  head  of  Nevill's  island,  and  across  the  north  chan- 
nel. This  part  -will  be  1060  feet  long  and  7  feet  high. 
The  second  part  is  across  the  south  channel,  and  its 

position  1 J  miles  above  the  lower,  end  of  the  island.^  

This  part  will  be  660  feet  long,  and  13  feet  high.  Lock 
No.  1  of  8  feet  lift  is  located  at  this  place.  This  loca- 
tion for  a  part  of  the  dam  and  the  lock  was  suggested  by 
the  desire  of.  accumulating  as  much  fall  as- possible  at 
this  place,  as  a. convenient  position  for  the  lock  could 
-  not  be  obtained  on  the  north  .side  of  the  island. 

Dam  No. -2,  with  lock  No.  2  of  8  feet  lift,  are  located 
at  Wolrey's  trap  ripple.  The' length  of  this  dam'  will 
be  1040,  and  its  height  13  feet;  its  position  is  favovir- 
able.  .  ■     ■      " .      :  .       ■  ^ 

'■ '  Dam  No.  3,  and  lock  No.  3,  of  8  feet  lift, 'are  located 
.  at  the  foot  of  Deadman's  ripple,  a  rock  bottom  is  ob- 

■  tained  for  the  lock,  the  length  of  the  dam  is  1050  feet, 
and  its  height  14  feet.  As  a  great  proportion  of  the 
fall  on  the  distance  examined,  is  accumulated  between 
the  head  of  Nevill's  island,  and  the  foot  of -Deadman's 
ripple,  the  pools  between  the  3  dams  above  noticed, 
will  therefore  be  but  abdut-two  and  a  half  miles  each 
in  length.  ,       ■  _  -  ,  i 

Dam  No.  4,  and  lock  No  4,  of  11  feet  lift,  are  locat- 
ed at  the  foot  of  Stone's  island  . '  The  length  of  the  dam 

■  .  is  1320  feet,  and  its  height  13  feet.    The-  position  of 

this  dam  would  be  mucli  favoured  by  its  location  on  a 
bar,  near  the  residence  of  General  Lacock;  but  in  such 
case  its  connexion  with  any  improvement  up  the  Beaver, 
would  be  attended  with  considerable  difficulty.  The 
point  at  present  selected,  m.>y  therefore  ie  considered 
with  a  view  to  that  subject,  as  most  favourable. 

The  height  of  the  dams  as  given  ahove  are  located  from 
the  bed  of  the  river.  The  plan  of  the  dams,  the  same 
as  proposed  for  the  Monongahela  river.  The  locks  to 
be  built  of  stone^  and  to  be  140  by  40  feet  in  the  cham- 
ber; being  calculated  for  the  largest  boats  that  come 
up  to  Pittsburg.  The  great  width  and  height  of  the 
gates  will  render  machinery  necessary  to  open  them. 


2,400 

'  278,895 
27,889 

306,784 

'  $265r534 
EDWARD  F.  GAY,  Engineer. 


By  a  reference  to  the  maps,  the  localities  of  all  the  | 
dams,  and  also  the  names  of  the  ripples  overcome  by  ii 
each  of  the  dams  will  be  seen.  ] 

The  following  estimate  has  been  made  out  with  a  ;l 
view  to  the  difficulties  ta  be  encountered  in  the  con- 
struction of  both  of  the  locks  and  dams. 
Dams.  Localities.  Cof:f.. 

No.  1.    (Both  parts  incuided)  Nevill's  island  ?37,685 

2.  Worley's  Trap  ripple  31,21Q 

3.  Deadman's  ripple  34,505" 
■.  \  4.  Toot  of  Stone's  island  39,650 


<  S143,050 
Add  35  feet  trf  lockage  at  §1,600  per  foot  56,000 
Atld  excavation  below  locks  No.  3  and  4  2,130 


Add  Id  per  cent 
Total  cost 


201,180  • 
20,118 


§221,298 

It  maj'  be  proper  to  remark  before  closing  this  report, 
that  the  city  of  Pittsburg  at  present  suffers  much  from 
the  want  of  a  harbour  on  the  Allegheny  side  of  the 
town.  A  broad  gravel  beach  extends  the  whole  length  ' 
of  the  city  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  low  water,  and 
renders  the  landing  of  boats  a  subject  of  great  inconve- 
nience,_  in  addition  to  which,  the  current  of  the  Alle^ 
gheny  is  so  strong,  that  during  high  freshets,  it  is  not 
without  much  difficulty  that  the  landing  of  lumber  can 
he  effected.  In  fi-equent  instances  rafts  are  hurried! 
along  by  the  velocity  of  the  current,  for  a  considerable- 
distance  down  the  Ohio.  '  When  their  Return  is  only  a'V^ 
fected  by  the  loss  of  time  and  money  to  the  owner.  To 
remedy  these  inconveniences, to  make  a  perfect  harbour 
on  each  side  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  to  benefit  the  out- 
lets-from  the  canal  into  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahe'- 
la  rivers,  and  to  render  navigable  the  whole  width  of 
these  rivers,  at  this  point,  in  low  water,  can  best,,  and 
only  be  affected,  by  a  sufficient  elevation  of  .  the  pro- 
posed dam,  at  the  liead  of  Nevill's  island,  to  flow  4  feet 
oiv the  common  surface  of  low  water  at  Pittsburgh 
This  done,  and  with  a  harbour,  it  will  in  point  of  be 
ty  and  safety,  be  surpassed  by  none  in 
country.  ... .      -  , 

Tlie  above  has  been  suggested,  as  in  assuming  the 
level-for  the  top  of  dam  No.  1,  no  particular  reference 
was  had  to  the  harbour  of  Pittsbrug,  further,  than  the 
raising  one  foot  additional  water  on  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Monongahela. 

-  '        "     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

EDAVAUD  F.  GAY,  Engineer.  . 
'   JPecemher  3d,  1828. 
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.■'  :.PR.OCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCII.S. . 

-    '  ^  'Thursday  Evening,  Feb. -26ih.  -  ' 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Mayor,  includinga. 
list  of  appointments  on  the  first  of  January.  It  was  the' 
.same  as^ the  list  published  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Hale-  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens 
praying  that  the  market  carts  may  be  removed  from; 
Cliesnut  street  to  some  more  convenient  station.  Re- 
ferred to  the  market  committee. 

Mr.  Worrell  presented  the  following  petition  whidi 
was  referred  to  the  market  committee. 
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To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribei-s,  Butchers,  attending- 
High  and  Second  street  markets, 
'  .  Respectfully  sheweth. 

That  your  memorialists  have,  by  an  assiduous  and 
unremitted  attention  to  their  business,  in  which  they 
have  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense,  established  such 
a  reputation  for  the  meat  market  of  this  city,  as  is  not 
equalled  by  any  other  in  the  United  States,  and  perhaps 
not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  world.  Your  memorialists, 
however,  have  to  reg-ret  that  their  well  intended  exer- 
tions have  been  very  materially  interfered  with  by  a  prac- 
tice which  has  grown  into  use,  and  if  not  specially  check- 
ed will  greatly  injure  the  reputation  of  your  markets  and 
thereby  deprive  your  city  of  one  of  the  greatest  tempta- 
tions held  out  to  strangers  to  accept  it  as  a  place  of  re- 
sidence. 

Your  memorialists  allude  to  the  practice  of  selling 
meats  from  carts,  wagon*,  and  other  vehicles  and  tem- 
porary stands  in  the  streets,  and  of  liawking  it  about  from 
house  to  house,  and  likewise  the  privilege  of  the  farmer 
to  cut  up  and  sell  his  meats  in  less  parts  than  quarters. 
Your  memorialists  do  not  wish  to  deprive  the  farmer 
from  selling  of  smoked  or  dried  meats;  however  conve- 
nient it  may  be  to  a  few  individuals  to  purchase  from 
the^farmer,  or  others  who  wear  the  garb  of  farmers,  your 
memorialists  are  persuaded  that  it  is  decidedly  preju- 
dicial to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  generally.  It  ope- 
rates with  peculiar  hardship  upon  your  memorialists, 
who  pay  high  rents  for  their  stalls,  and  thus  afford  a 
very  considerable  revenue  to  the  corporation,  and  at  the 
same  time  enjoy  no  greater  privileges  than  those  who 
pay  nothing  to  the  treasury  of  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  further  beg  leave  of  your  honoura- 
ble bodies  to  pass  a  law,  prohibiting  the  driving  of  all 
horses  attached  to  carriages  of  burthen,  at  a  faster  gait 
than  that  of  a  walk  b}^  the  market  houses.  .Your  me- 
morialists liave  reference  particularly  to  those  carriages 
employed  in  conveying  marketing  for  persons  attending 
our  markets  from  New  Jersey,  (well  known  by  the 
name  of  ferry-carts.  ) 

Your  memorialists  would  likewise  call  the  attention 
of  Councils  to  file  pernicious  practice  of  many  persons 
carrying  umbrellas  opened  through  the  market  houses 
during  market  hours. 

Your  memoriaiiits  believe  that  some  such  laws  as  are 
a^ked  for  would  be  highly  beneficial,  and  therefore  re- 
guest  the  attention  of  your  lionourable  bodies  thereto. 
,.  Mr.  Thompson  presented  the  following.  " 
•  ■  The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  having  had  re- 
ferred to  them  a  communication  from  the  Mayor,  of  the 
12th  instant  in  relation  to  expenditures,  your  commit- 
tee have  carefully  considered  tlie  subject,  and  find  that 
several  of  the  appropriations  are  considerably  over- 
drawn, and  that  several  of  them  have  considerable  sums 
unexpended  standing  to  their  credit.  Your  committee 
deem  it  proper  to  remind  Councils,  that  when  the  ap- 
propriations were  made  for  the  past  year,Councils  were 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  several  of  them  would  fall  far 
short  of  accomplishing  the  whole  of  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  intended;  and  besides  Councils  were  at 
that  time  unwilling  to  raise  a  larger  sum  by  tax  than 
they  had  directed  to  be  raised  the  previous  year,  pre- 
fei'rlng  to  rely  upon  a  loan  or  loans,  in  addition  to  the 
tax  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  then  contemplated,  or  that  the)'  might  thereafter 
<lirect  to  be  done.  Your  committee  would  state,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  pastyeai-,  the  vai'ious  improvements  in 
our  city  have  far  esceeded  any  previous  year,  more  es- 
pecially in  paving  and  cleansing  our  streets. 

Your  committee  therefore  confidently  hope,  that  the 
objects  accomplished  by  the  expenditures  of  the  past 
year,  have  met  the  approbation  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  as  we  know  of  no  other  mode  of  supplying  the  defi- 
ciencies but  by  resorting  to  a  loan,  your  committee  re- 
VoL.  Hi.  24 


spectfully  submit  to  Councils  the  accompan3'ing  bill,  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  in  the  accounts  of  the  year  1828, 
and  up  to  the  15th  January  of  the  present  year. 

When  the  bill  which  accompanied  this  report,  was 
taken  into  consideration,  Mr.  Read  said  that  on  fir,^t 
hearing  the  Mayor's  communication  he  thought  it  rather 
extraordinary.    The  censure  cast  on  the  late  City  Trea- 
surer was  cast  back  on  the  Mayor  himself.  When  appro- 
priations fall  short,  the  Mayor  is  botmd  to  notify  the 
City  Commissioners.    He  has  gone  out  of  the  track 
prescribed  by  ordinance-,  to  notify  the  Councils.  He 
has  access  to  the  Treasurer's  Books,  and  if  there  is  any 
blame  it  is  with  the  present  Mayor.    Mr.  R.  then  went 
over  the  diflf'erent  appropriations,  and  showed  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  overdrafts  had  been  made  by  the 
present  Mayor.    The  whole  amount  overdrawn  was 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars,  seventeen  thousand  of 
which  were  by  warrants  of  the  present  Ma3'or.  The 
excess  of  expenditures  over  the  appropriations  to  be 
disposed  of  at  the  option  of  the  lata  Mayor,  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  sending-  of  High  Constable  Garrigucs  in 
pursuit  of  a  number  of  coloured  persons  that  had  been 
kidnapped. 

The  bill  for  supplying  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions was  then  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  the  following  was 
adopted:  ~ 

Resolved  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed,  t©  invest  in  City  or  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia Stock,  such  interest  as  was  standing  on  the  first  day 
of  February  instant,  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  for  the  le- 
lief  of  those  who  may  be  under  the  necessity  of  being 
placed  in  the  Hospital  during  the  existence  of  yellow 
fever.  And  also  such  interest  as  aforesaid,  of  that  part 
of  John  Scott's  legacy,  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
same  purposes  as  Dr.  Franklin's  legacy.  And  also  such 
interest  as  aforesaid,  of  that  part  of  Jolin  Scott's  legacy, 
as  was  to  be  distributed  in  premiums  for  useful  inven- 
tions, which  was  not  distributed  on  tihat  day,  and  report 
to  Councils. 

Mr.  Richards  presented  the  following. 
The  committee  appointed  to  take  measures  to  pro- 
ciu'ethe  passage  of  a  law  to  pi  ovide  for  the  protection 
of  Fair  Mount  Water  W'orks,  Report; 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  their  attention^  and 
that  "an  act  prohibiting  the  laying  out  or  sui-veying 
any  road,  street  or  alley  througli  the  city  property  at 
Fair  Mount,"  was  passed  on  the  Jth  Inst,  and  has  now 
become  a  law.  ' 

The  committee  ofi'er  the  following  resolution,  that 
they  be  fjischarged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject.' 

The  resolution  discharging  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kittera  presented  the  following. 
The  Committee  on  Penn  Square  respectfully  Re- 
port: •  ' 

That  from  annexed  estimates,  it  will  appear  that  the 
whole  cost  of  improving  the  square  by  levelling  and 
fencing  it,  will  amount  to  $2972  69. 

The  plan  proposed  is  to  enclose  each  plot,  forming 
the  square  with  a  fence,  and  to  level  the  ground,  and 
have  grass  seed  sown.  They  therefore  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved,  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  That 
the  Committee  on  Penn  Square,  be  authorised  to  have 
the  same  levelled  and  enclosed,  and, that  the  expense 
thereof  be  charged  to  appropriation  No.  14. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  for  paving  Schuyl- 
kill Eighth  street  from  Sassafras  street  to  Vine;  and  Mr. 
Scott,  a  petition  for  paving  Shcaff  Alley.  Both  were 
referred  to  the  Paving  Committee. 

Mr.  Page  presented  a  petition  from  the  America 
Hose  Company,  lately  established  in  the  south-west 
part  of  the  city,  praying  that  the  annual  appropriation 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  I>llig-ent  Hose  Cornpan)',  may  be 
transferred  to  ihis  new  company.  Keferred  to  commit- 
tee on  fire  companies. 

The  bill  requiring- the  pubiic  vaccine  physicians  to  . 
furnish  practising-  physicians  in  the  city  (and  none 
others)  with  vaccine  matter  free  of  charg-ej  w^is  passed,  . 
after  a  discussion  in  which  Messi's<  Cave,  Baker,  Page,-  , 
and  Oldenbui-gh,  took  a  part. 

Thursday  Evening,  March  12.  - 

A  communication  was  received  froiti  the  B'oard  of 
Cont'  oilers  of  the  Public-  SeUbdls,'  enelcsibg  theiElast 
annual  statement.     ~,        ,  ,    .     ;  -  .        •        .'  ^ 

A  Gommunlcation  vvas:  received -from  the  Mayor  of 
Pittsburg',  enclosing  aTesolutioo  of  the  Councils  of  that 
city,  returning;  thanks  for  vaccine  matter  furnished  by 
;.the  vaccine  Physician  of  Philadelphia,  free  of  charg-e. 

.  '  Petitions  for  paving  Webb  alley,  for  repaving-  Sassa- 
fras street  from  Eleventh  to  Broad,  for  paving  George 
street  from  Broad  to  Schuylkill  Eighth,  and  lor  paving 
Gillis's  Alley  and  some  other  small  alleys  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Fifth  and  Lombard  streets,  were  present- 
ed, and  referred  to  tlie  Paving  Committee. 

A  petition  vvas  presented  praying  that  the  public  land- 
ing at  Dock  street,  may Tdc  paved.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
O'Neil,  it  was  resolved  that  the  City  Commissioners  pave 
the  same  as  soon  as  can  conveniently  be  done. under  di- 
rection of  the  Paving  Committee.  The  expense,  he 
said,  would  be  about  500  dollars. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  peti  tion  for  the  construction 
of  a  sewer,  during  the  ensuing  season  in  Pino  street 
from  Schuylkill  Eighth  to_  the  river  S,chuylkifl.  Re- 
ferred to  Paving  Committee.  ■  -        "  ■ 

A  remonstrance  ag-ainst  rcmoving'the  market  carts 
from  Chesnut  sti-eets  between  Second  and  Third,  and 

-  a  petition  for  the.  removal  of  the  market  house  in  TJi-oad 
•  street,  were  referred  to  the  market  committee. 

X  communication  was  received  from  Thomas  Phipps, 
Oity  Treasurer,  praying  1o  be  released  from  part  of  the 
security  given  by  him  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
trust.  Referred  to  Messrs.  Woi-rel,  Richards,  Page, 
and  Baker.  The  bond  given  by  Mr.  P.  is  in  such  form 
that  he  has  not  at  present  the  -control  of  either--his,real 
o.r  personal  estate.'  .  - 

Messrs.  Richards,  Tiiompson,  Miller,  Baker,  Cook,' 
and  Oldenburgh,  were  appointed  a  committed  to  censi- 
tl_er  and  report  a  ])lan  for  the  improvement  of  the  city 
propcrtyon  tlie  Schuylkill. 

'  The  committee  on  the  State  House  were  requested 
to  incpiire  into  the  expedience  of  altering  the  second 
floor  of  the  State  House  for  the.  accommodation  of 
Councils,  and  also  to  inquire  what  advantageous  dispo- 
sition can  be  mad«of  the  chambers.-at  present, occupied 
by  Councils.  _     "      .  -  , 

The  resignations  of  Jifr.  William-Boyd  and  Mr.ChaX-les 
Johnson,  as  members  of  the  Board  ot  Coih'missioners  for 
erecting  buildings  for  the  acctfrnmodation  of  the  Poor, 
were  received  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  City  Commissioners, 

-  were  directed  to  report  at  an  early  period,  what  curb- 
stones will  require  resetting  in  their  respective  districts, 
during  the  ensuing  spring.  ,  ^ 

•  On  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  the  following- preamble  and 
resolution  were  adopted. 

,  Whereas  it  appear'5  that  in  the  Senate  of  this  State 
the  Committee  .on  Corporations  lias  been  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to,  IheCouneils 
of  Philadelphia  the  same  control  of  the  other  markel- 
liouses  which  they  now  have  over  those  in  High  be- 
tween Fronfand-Tlurd-streets. ' 

And  wherea;s  it  is  nntich  to  be  desired  that  they  sliould 
possess  all  necessary  power,  so  that  the  ordinances  in 


relation  to  the.'government  and  regulation  of  the  ma.r-  - 
ket  houses  may  be  uniform  and  consistent. 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee 
of  two  members'  from  each  Cftuncii  be  appointed  to 
draft  a  suitable  fnemoriaL  upon  tli^  subject,  to  be  for- 
\varded  to  the  Legislature,  signed  by  the  Presidents'of 
Councils..  .   -  1 

Messrs. '.Page,  Gr:nT,  K.ittei-.i,  and  Thompson  are  the 
committee. 

■  Mr.  Sillier,  from  the  conimittee  on  the  Sinking  Fund, 
reported,  that  there  has  been,  dlirmg  the  last  year,  end* 
ing^7th  of  March  ,  an  accumulation  to  the  sinking  fund, 
of  45,-402 .dollars,  from  the  various  sources  provided  by 
different  ordinances  of  Councils.  -  ■ 

In  this  period,  sundry  certificates  of  United  States 
Debt,  amounting  to  56,427  being-  part  of  the  Stock  of 
the  Sinkhig  FXmd  were  paid  -  off"..  -  The  investments  of 
the  committee  have  been  5.36  dollars  in  United  .States 
'  six  per  cent.' stock,  75,563  dollars  in- Pennsylvania.  5  pe<r 
"cent,  stock,  and  lOiOOO  dolUvs  in  the  City  Loan.- 

The  stoclc-  belonging  to  the  Sinking  Fund  is  at  pre- 
sent 21,025  U.  .S.  6  per  cent-.;  76,531,  U..  S.  4J per  cent.; 
-72,500  of  Pennsylvania  5  per  cent,,  2,900  City  six  per 
c-entV,  172,100  City..5  per  cent.  25,000  Schuylkill  Navi- 
gation Stock,  and  3,940_Pci-nianent  Bridge  stock.  To- 
tal 373,99,6.   .      ,  [Fhil.  Gaz. 


TO  THE- 'APPRENTICES'  OJ3RARY  COM- 
PAN-X-OF  PI-IItABEIiFH'IA. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  in  conformity  with  establish- 
ed usage  present  a  report  of  their  administration  of  the 
a'ffairs  of  the  institution  for  the  time  it  was  committed  to 
their  care,  -  ' 

Soon  after 'the  organization  of  the  Board,  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  room  in  which  the  Library  was  located,, 
owing  to  its  pecnfiar  foi-m,  was-ilt  adapted  to  the  conve- 
ni<;nt  arrangement  of  a  greater  number  of  Books  thaii 
were  already  on  the  shelves;  thus  circumstanced,  the 
Board:  determined  on  the  removal  of  the  Library,  pro- 
vided a  suitable  apartinent  could  be  procured  at  a  fair 
rent.  After,  much  inquiry  and  cleliberation,  the  second 
story  of  the  la-.-ge  new  building  on  the  north  side  of 
Carpenter  street,  third. door  below  Seventh  .street,  was 
taken  on  a  conditional  lease  of  five  year.9j  for  the  sum.  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum.  This 
apiu-tment  is.34  feet  front,  by.  38  feet  in  depth;  it'is 
centrally  situated  and  convenient.  The  Bo.ard  have  had 
it  fitted  up  on  a  scale  sufficiently-large  to  contain  SOOQ' 
volumes,  and  when  necessary  its  capacity  can  be  in- 
cr.-ased  by  new  shelving  to  accommodate  fiTteep  thoii--' 
.sacd  volumes.  .  The  Library  was  closed,  and  the- books,' 
re.mo'Ved.to.the  new  room  in  the  early  part  of  the  12th-- 
month,  (December)  last.  With  the  exception  of  the: 
..time  necessarily  emp!o3red  in  its  removal  and  re-organl^ 
zation,  it-ha's  been  regulai-ly  Opened  twice  in  each  week",, 
for  the  fi-ee  use  of  those  for  whom  it  was  founded,  and 
from  the  monthly  rejjorts  of  the  committees  who  super-.' 
'intend  tlfe  delivery  of  books,  the  Board  are  asSured'that. 
good  order  and  deccn-iim  have  prevailed  amongst  the 
numerous  ajiplicants,' who  thronged  the  Library  oh  those 
.•  occasions,  In  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  Institutiore" 
it  cannot  fail  indeed  to  excite  feelings  of  hig-h  gratifica- 
tion to  witness  the  many  kundreds  of  boys  from  ail  parts 
of  the  city  Vi'ho  crowd  to  the  Library  for  books;  the 
hvcly  interest  they  take  in  the  institution,  and  their  zeal- 
to  acquire  useful  knowledge  by  availing  themselves  of 
the  various,  interesting,  and  instructive  works  in  Sci- 
ence, Literature,  and  the  Arts',  which  are  found  on  our- 
shelves.      ,  '  ■■ 

Witluii  "year  jiisl'  ended, --about  450  booiks  have 
been  added  to  the  librai-y,  of  which  number,  40  were  re--- 
ceived  as  donation.s,  and  nearly  500  volumes  have  been 
re-bound.  The  total  number  bclonging-1o  the  company 
is  about  5000  ;  maiiy  of  these  are  especially  valuable  to 
the  Artisan  and  Mechanic,  whilst  the  taste  of  the  gene- 
ral reader  is  amply  provided  for  in  the  numerous  works' 
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on  History,  Biograph}',  Poetry,  of  Voyages  and  Travels, 
and  treatises  on  tlie  varibus  brandies  of  Scienee.'  In 
the  selection  of  books,  nuieh  care  has  constantly  been 
exercised  by  the  Maiian-crs  to  exclude  all  of  an  immoral 
or  peniiciousteiidency.  The.  averag^e  number  of  boys 
using-  the  Library  during-  the  past  year  has  been  five  huii- 
dred  seventy-two,  and 'five  hundred  fifty-four  new  appli- 
cations have  been  received.  During-,  the  same 'period 
78  new  members  of  the  com pa:ny  have  -been  elected, 
and  the  amount  of  orders  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer  by 
the  Board  for  Librarians'  salaries,  room  rent,  purchase 
.  and  binding  of  books,  and  expeiises  incident  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  Library,  fitting  up  new  room,: 8cc.  has  been' 
§905  89.  - 

This  instl'tution  lias  beei>  in  exist~ence  nine  years,  and 
has  been  frequented  by  from  4  to  800  boys  annually 
snaking  a  total  of  more  than  4000,  who  have  partaken 
of  its  l>ehefit  s  since  its  establishment  in  1820.  -isotwith- 
standing  these-  promuient  and  well  known  .  facts, 
there  have  been  periods  in  its  history  -where,  even  its 
continued  existence,  seemed  proldematical,  "its  only 
source  of  income  a  small  and  continually  diminishing 
iist  of  contributors,  at  two  dollars  per  annum,  the-wliole 
proceeds  inadequ-ate  to  pay  tlie  rent  of  room  and  libra- 
rians' salaries,  leaving  nothing  for  the  purchase  of  nevi^ 
'books,  whilst  those  already  on- the-shelves,  were  wear- 
ying out  by  constant  'use,  and  were  greatly  insufficient 
for  the  extensive  and  increasing  number  of  boys  who 
thronged  the  library  and  solicited  to  be  supplied.  Ap- 
peals -were  made  to  the  public  for  funds  from  time  to 
time,  but  without  adequate  success,  the  entire  surns  re- 
ceived in  donations  during  the  nine  years  of  the  Libra- 
ry's existence  being  only  about  500  dollars.  Nptwith- 
stand'hig-  these  .  periods  of  destitution,  when  its  most 
sanguine  friends  were  discouraged,  and  its  appjeals  to 
the  citizens  were  disregarded  and  unproductive;  not- 
withstanding its  resources  are  still  extremely  small,  the 
board  feels  no  fea'r  of  its  ultimate  endo\-m'ent — its  use- 
fulness may  continue  to  be  circumscribed  by  small 
means,  but  the  institution  will  we  trust  never  be  suffer- 
ed to  sink.  '  , 

The  liberality  and  intelligence  ofthe  community,  the 
evidence  of  those,  citizens  wlio  have  -vvitnessed  the . 
multitude  eagerly  calling  for  the  n-iost  substantial  and 
valuable  works  in  jjcience  and  literature,  and  above  all, 
the  feelings  of  gratitude  towards  the  institution,  amongst 
the  thousands  who  have  partaken  of  its  benefits,,  cannot 
fail  to  render  permanent  and  prosperous  an, association 
so  valuable  in  the  diffusion  of  useful,  knowledge,  the 
promotion  of  virtiio-as  habits,  and  which- is  so  nearly  al- 
lied to  the  prosperity  and  best  interests  of  the  wliole 
community.  '  . 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the"  Board  of 
Managers. 

PHILIP  .GARRETT,    Chairman.  , 
SAnrnEi.  JtlASON,  jr.  Secreiury.^ 
Philadelphia,  3d  mo._  (March)  2,1829. 

CHARITY  .SCIIOOXS  OF -PHttAD.ELFIIIA. 

.Ainnual  Reportof  the  Board  of  Managers  ofthe  Philadel- 
phia Society  for  the  Establishment  and  support  of 
Charity  Schools;  with  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treas-, 
urer,  and  a  list  of  Officers  for  the  present  year. 

To  the  lliUaddphia  SockUf  fur  the  Estahlishnent  cmcl 
Support  of  Charltij  Sehcok. 

The  anniversary  which  has  assembled  us  together,  to 
review  the  transactions  of  the  past  j^ear,  a:nd  to  provide 
for  the  future  -welfiu-e  of  our  interesting  charge,  also 
reminds  us  of  obligations  of  gratitude  to  the  Gi.ver  of  all 
good,  for  the  blessing  with  which  our  labours  liave 
been  attended.  We  would  then  tliankt'ully  acknow- 
ledge the  divine  beneficence, while  we  offer  to  our  fel- 
low members  of  this  Society,  our  congratulations  upon 
the  continued  pi-osperlty  of  the  institution  under  our 
care. 

The  work  in  which  we  arc  engaged  Is  not  such  as  lo 


.  excite  applause;  for  its  effects,  although  certain  and  of 
extensive,  in-fluence,  are  produced  silently  and  without 
■display:  yet  its  claims  to  our  exertions  are  not  the  less 
■entitled  to  be  duly  estimated.  As  the  majestic  river, 
fertilizing-and  beautifying-  the  regions  through  which 
it  flows,  is  indebted  for  a  portion  of  its  copious  streams 
■  to  many  a  tributary  brook:  so  public  information,  en- 
riching and  adoi-ning  a  civil  community,  is  formed  by  the 
coritribiitions  from  many  springs  of  useful  knowledge. 
The  reflecting  hiiud  ■n'ill  perceive  the  importance,  and 
appreciate  the  value,,  of  e-very  sourjce  of  supply. 

The  schools  estabhshexl  and  supported  by  this-Society 
have  heretofore  been,  and,  we  ti-ust,  will  long  continue 
to  be,  sources  of  no  inconsiderable  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  five.  Prom  their  origin  to  the 
present  time,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  children 
have  received  from  them  such  instructions  as  haye  ena- 
bled them  to  advance  in  improvement  and.  to  attain  fur- 
ther advantages,  hr proportion  to  their  natural  talent 
and  their  . diligence.  -  , 

The  number  of  pupils,  at  the  time  when  the  last- an- 
nualreport  was  preseiited,  -was  439;-of  whom  255  were 
boys,  and  184  girls.  At  present  there  are  224  ofthe 
former,  and  174  of  the  latter:  the  admission  of  boys 
during  the  year  having  been  215,  and  the  discharges 
■246:  the  admiijsions  of  girls  17,7,  aiijl  the  discharges  187, 
The  nature  and  objects  of  the  institution,  and  the 
circumstances  of  a  large  number  of  pupils  being  placed 
Under  the  tuition  of  each  teacher,  require  that  the 
branches  of  learning  taug-ht  in  the  schools  should  be 
few,  and  of  the  most  indispensable  kind.  Accordingly, 
almost  exclusive  attention  Is  given  to  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic.  The  following  sketch,  which  shows 
the  course  of  instruction  and  the  arrangements  in  the 
several  departments,  may  be  interesting  to  the  memb-e-rs 
ofthe  Society. 

The  business  of  the  bo3's'  school,  conductedby  Thom- 
as Walter,  commences  M-ith  writing  words  from  dicta- 
tion, a  very  useful  exercise,  and  more  effectual  perhaps 
than  any  otlier  in  making  accurate  orthographers.  Af- 
ter a.  short  time  thus  occupied,  the  scholars  leave  their 
seats,  and  arrange  themselves  around  the  r-.ooni,  in 
classes  of  not  more  tlian  nine  each,  standing- in  small 
semicircles,  for  the  purpose  of  reading..  The  lessons 
used  by  all  except  the  8  higher  classes,  are  printed  in  a 
large  type,  8c  pasted  upon-boards,  which  are  hung  against 
the yv'all :  the  upper"  plasses  read  in  hooks.  The  boj's 
are'classed  according- to  their  proficiency:  (he  whole 
school  being  di-vided  into  twenty-three  reading  classes; 
and  twice  in  a  month,  at  regular  .periods,  such  cha-nges 
are  ~made,,  as- the  progress  of  the  pupils  requires.  Sa 
that  ev'er}'  class -con_sists  of  children  equal  in  attainment, 
or  very  nearly -equah  a  boy.  of  quick  parts, is  not  retard- 
ed by  others  of  less  mental  activity,  nor  is  a  boy  of  slow 
mind  hui-ricd.on  too  rapidly.  Each  of  these  small  divi- 
sions is  committed  to  the  care  of  a  monitor,  selected  by 
the  master,  imder  whose  superintendence  the  opera- 
tions of  all  are  conducted.  When  the  reading  has  been 
continued  for  a  suitable  time,  the  echolars  return 
to  th.eir-seats,  and  the  greater  part  commence  ciphering. 
The  younger  boys,  wdio  have  not  begun  to  learn  arith- 
metic, write  upon  slates.  In  large  hand,  from  copies. ^ — 
Tliere  are  tvS  elve  ciphering  classes,  each  having-  a  mon- 
itor. "The  head  of  the  cljiss  dictates  the  c^uestion  to  be 
solved,  and  each  hoy  when  he  thinks  he  lias  found  the 
answer,  shows  his  calculation,  to  the  monitor.  Twenty 
of  the  boys,  who  ar6  further  advanced  than  the  rest, 
cipher  separately:  some'  of  these  learn  algebra  and  the 
elements  of  geometi-y.  AVhile  most  of  the  scholars  are 
engaged  in  arithinetic,  or  in  writing-  on  slates,  a  part, 
consisting  of  about  twenty-four,  write  in  copy-books. -r- 
These  cipher  at  another  time;  the  scliool  being  divided 
int6  writing-classes,  which  follow  one  another  in  succes- 
sion, beginning  with  the  best  writers.  Thus.each  boy 
who  writes  on  paper  finishes  two  or  three  copies  in  a 
Week;  and  the  improvement  appears  to  be  as  great  as 
is  in  schools  wiiere  every  boy  writes  a  copy  daily,  l-'rom 


188 


CHARITY  SCHOOLS. 


an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  having  been  occupred 
in  this  manner,  the  reading  is  resumed,  and  continues 
until  the  dismission  of  the  school.  Forty  of  the  boys 
have  advanced  beyond  the  Rule  of  Three,  and  about 
one-half  of  these  are  much  furtherforward.  Upwards  of 
seventy  have  gone  through  the  four  fundamental  rules. 
Once  every  week  the  ciphering'  classes  are  ranged  a- 
ronnd  the  room,  and  the  improvement  of  the  scholars  is 
noted. 

In  the  girls'  school,  under  thejuition  of  Sarah  Morton, 
the  first  exercise  is  writing  from  dictation,  which  is  fol- 
lowed by  reading  and  spelling.  It  is  proper  to  obscrre, 
that  girls  are  admitted  before  they  can  read.  There 
are  8  classes  in  spelling  and  reading,  as  follows: — The 
first  consists  of  children  learning  the  alphabet;  the  sec- 
ond, spelling  in  three  or  four  letters;  the  third,  spelling 
and  easy  lessons  in  reading;  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth, 
read  the  lessons  published  by  the  Society;  the  7th,  Mur- 
ray's Sequel;  and  the  eighth,  Picket's  Class  Book, 
learning  also  lessons  in  the  Expositor.  From  the  two 
higher  classes,  monitors  are  selected  for  the  others. — 
Sixty  girls  write  in  copy-books,  and  they  are  divided 
into  five  classes  of  20,  12,  10,  and  8,  respectively:  the 
smaller  children  wnte  on  slates.  To  prevent  hurry  and 
disorder  in  the  writing  classes,  every  girl  is  obliged  to 
stop  when  she  has- written  a  line,  and  she  is  not  allowed 
to  begin  a  second  until  all  of  her  class  have  finished 
the  first,  and  the  teacher  gives  a  signal  to  go  on. 

In  arithmetic,  three  classes,  containing  thirty  girls, 
do  sums  in  Addition:  twenty  cliildren  have  advanced  to 
Subtraction;  about  the  same  number  to  Multiplication; 
and  eighteen  to  Division.  There  is  besides  a  class  of 
girls,  who,  after  learning  the  elementary  rules,  use 
Pike's  Arithmetic,  and  go  on  further,  first  doing  the 
sums  in  the  first  four  rules,  by  way  of  reviewing  what 
they  have  learned.  'I'lie  order  of  studies  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  school,  resemble  in  general  those  of 
boys'  school,  but  differ  in  details.  In  the  afternoons, 
part  of  the  time  is  spent  in  sewing,  marking',  knitting; 
and  on  Saturda3's,  writing  is  omitted  for  the  sake  of  re- 
ceiving and  returning  library  books,  of  which  there  are 
300  volumes.  Most  of  the  girls  are  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  twelve;  the  proportion  of  the  j'oungcr  children 
is  greater  now  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

The  school  for  straw  plaiting,  under  the  care  of  Han- 
*"  nail  Smith,  contains  ei.nlvty-six  girls,  and  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  which  attend  alternately.  Those  who  learn 
straw  plaiting  one  day,  being  in  the  other  school  the 
next.  The  ])upils  have  attained  a  skill  in  the  art  high- 
ly creditable  to  their  instructress.  Many  of  them-have 
wrought  at  their  homes,  and  made  hats  for  themselves. 
The  sales  of  work  done  in  the  school  have,  however, 
been  very  dull,  having  amounted  only  to  $71  23,  during 
the  year.  It  is  feared  that  the  anticipations  entertained 
of  this  manufacture  becoming  a  profitable  branch  of 
business  in  Philadelphia,  will  not  be  realized. 

AVith  regard  to  the  property  and  financial  concerns 
of  the  Society,  the  managers  have  few  particulars  to 
communicate  in  addition  to  the  account  given  by  the 
treasurer  in  his  report.  The  decease  of  the  estimable 
relict  of  Christopher  Ludvvick,  has  terininated  the  an- 
nuity which  was  payable  to  her,  and  thereby  reduced 
the  expenditures"  vlOO  per  annum.  The  funds  have 
been  increased  within  the  last  twelve  months,  by  tho 
receipt  of  the  legacy  bequeathed  Tjy  our  late  fellow  cit- 
izen, Jolm  Cirimdom,  arnoiuiting',  after  the  collateral  m- 
■"heritairce  tH.x,  h;icl  been  deducted,  to  §975.  - 

Having  submitted  these  statements,  the  managers 
now  deliver  up  their  ciiargc,  with  the  expression  of 
their  good  wishes  for  the  future  permanent  prosperity 
of  the  institution  which  it  has  been  their  office  to 
cherish. 

..  WILLIAM  ABBOTT,  Chairman- 

,  Attest. — Wm.  B.  Davidsoj,-,  Secretary. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Society. 

JOHN  MOSS,  1  .  . 

SAMUEL  J.  HOBBINS,  5  f-om«'"ee- 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Treasurer,  to  the  FhihdelpMa  Sucidy  for  the  Es- 
tablishment an  d  Support  of  Charity  Schools. 
The  treasurer  reports,  that  during  the  year  1828,  he 
received  975  dollars,  for  the  legacy  of  .Tohn  Grandom, 
deceased;  and,  that  inconsequence  of  the  decease  of 
Sophia  Ludwick,  the  annuity  to  her  ceased,  of  100  dol- 
lars per  annum.  The  annexed  account  current  will 
exhibit  the  receipts  of  the  treasury,and  the  orders  drawn 
by  the  managers,  for  the  past  year;  by  which  it  will  be 
noticed,  that  the  income  was  only  1872  dollars  63  centsi 
in  consequence  of  a  portion  thereof  having  been  receiv- 
ed in  anticipation,  during  1827;  and  the  expenditure 
amounting  to  1913  dollars  4  cents.  The  capital  stock 
now  consists  of 


Interest. 

Income. 

$10,000  00 

Bond. 

10th  mo.  51, 

1828 

$600 

00 

*  1,000  00 

(( 

1st  mo.  15, 

1829 

66 

00 

163  00 

t( 

9th  mo.  26, 

1828 

9 

78 

150  00 

t< 

1st  mo.  2, 

1826 

9 

00 

1,000  00 

( ( 

9th  mo.  31, 

1828 

60 

00 

3,000  00 

<i 

10th  mo.  5, 

1828 

180 

00 

4,000  00 

i( 

8th  mo.  16, 

1828 

240 

00 

1,200.-  00 

Note. 

10th  mo.  24, 

1828 

72 

00 

20(3  00    Old  Stock, Union  Canal,unpro- 
.  ductive.  - 
40  00    One  share  Library  Compaiiy, 
.      '  unproductive. 
490  00    rroperty  in  Kensington, unpro- 
ductive. 

600  00    Ground  rent,  10th  mo.  1,1828 
-    John  Evans'  legacy,  income 
10,460  Til    School  House,eellar  rent,llth 
mo,  1,  1828  income 
2,155  02-  Offices,— Walnut  street,rents, 

12th  mo.  15,  1828 
2,500  00    House,  Fifth  street,  rent,  10th 
mo.  24,  1828  _ 


56  00 


100  00 


$37,058  16 


400  00 
160  00 
$1,932  78 


The  above  income  for  1829  will  probably  be  increas- 
ed, from  members,  &.C.  to  2100  dollars;  and  the  expen- 
ditures will  be  about  1900  dollars. 

Having  served  in  the  office  of  treasurer  for  six  years 
I  am  now  desirous  of  being  released;  and  request  some 
other  member  may  be  elected  to  that  station. 
With  much  respect, 

RICHARD  PRICE,  Treasurer. 
Fhiladclphiu,_\sl  Month  1,,1829. 

The  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Estahlishment  and  Sup- 
port of  Charily  Schools,  in  account  with  Bichard  Price, 

-Treasurer.  ~ 
1828.  DR. 

Paid  for  printing  250  Annual  Report,  _  $7  50 

Do.  bricklayer,  3  75 

Do.  carpenter,                              ~  29  88 

Do.  painter,  22  37 

Do.  library  company,^  2  00 

Do.  17  days'  discount  "on  J54260  37,  12  07 

Do.  committee  of  supplies,          ,  137  56 

Do.  taxes,  1827  and  1828,  lo.tin  Kensington,  8  60 

Do.  premiums  and  expenses  of  straw  room,  59  03 

Do.  Thomas  AVahcr  1  year'.s  salary,  900  00 

Do.  Sarah  Morton  1  year's  salary,  350  00 

Do.  Hannah  Smith  1  year's  salary,  300  00 

Do.  Sophia  Ludwick  six  months' annuity,  50  00 

Do.  taxes  on  house  in  Fifth  street,  30  28 

Do.  committee  on  Kensington  lot,  190  00 

Loaned  on  bonds,  7000  00 

Do.  on  note,           ^                               •  1200  00 

Balance  in  the  treasjiry,  316  54 


$10,619  58 


1829.] 
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1828.  cn. 

By  balance  due  the  Society,  §311  ii8 

Received  pavment  of  noles,  7460  3/ 
Bo.;for  John"  Gi  aiidom's  legacy,  SIOOO  00 

Deduct  state  tax,  25  00  975  00 

Received  interest  on  a  bond,  30  75 

Do.  1  year's  interest  on  bond^  ?1000,           •  60  00 

Do.  1  year's  rent  of  school  house  cellar,    .  100  00 

Do.  1  }'ear's  ground  rent,  J,  Evans' legacy,  36  00 

Do.  I'yeai-'s  interest  on  bond,  $10,000,  600  00 

Do.  6  month's  interest  on  bond,  S3000,  90  00 

;  Do.  for  use  of  library  share,  5  00 

Do.  for  1  3'ear's  rent  of  house  in  Fifth  street,  200  00 
Do.  for  1  year's  rent  of  offices  on  Walnut  street,  400  00; 

Do.  1  year's  interest  on  bond,  SI  IGO,  ■  65  00 

Do.  2  year's  interest  on  bond,  S15J,  18  00 

Do.  subscriptions  of  members,  162  00 

Do.  for  sules  of  Lancasteriau  lessons,  33  65 

Do.  for  sales  of  straw  work,  71  23 


$10,619  58 


Errors  excepted. 

RICHARD  PRICE,^ Treasurer. 
PhiMelpUa,  1st  Month,  \,1S29.  ' 

Examined,  compared  with  the  vouchers,  and  found 
correct.  The  balance  of  cash  in  the  treasury,  three 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  fiftv-four  cents. 

THOMAS  GRAHAM, 
WM.  WIDDIFIELD,  - 
Committee. 

Philadelphia,  January  7~  \Z29 . 

At  an  annual  election  of  "The  Philadelphia  Society 
for  the  Establishment  and  Support  of  Charity  Schools," 
1  -held  at  the  School  House  on  Walnut  ^street,  January  6, 
-1829,  the  following'  officers  were  elected  for  the  cur- 
rent ye.ar,  viz:  V  ~' 
President — Jonathan  Fell. 

Fi'ce  Prewc?e,-7;—Phnip  Garrett.  ■  .  - 

Treasurer — Richard  Price.  '  - 

Secretary — Thomas  A,  Alexander. 

Managers— Garrett,  Jonathan  Fell,  John  Clax- 
:ti)n,  John  G.  Simmons,  William  Abbott,  Samuel  Sellers, 
Samuel  J.  Robb ins,  James  Cresson,  Richard  Oakford, 
~  Pearson  Sen-ill,  John  H.  Cresson,  Richard  Price,  Wil- 
liam B.  DavidsonjCornelius  Stevenson, Timothy  Abbott, 
George  Peterson,  James  Mott,  John  B.  Ellison. 

Electing  Committee — Richard  _George,  Thomas  Gra- 
ham, Joseph  Cresson,  Frederick  V.  Krug.  John  Siter, 
jr.  Adam'Seckel,  Stevenson  Smith,  Thomas  Walter,. 
John  B.  Ellison,  James  Mott,  Samuel  Hutchinson. 
■  The  Board  of  Managers  was  organized  &n  Friday  eve- 
ning, Janu:iry  9th,  1829,  when  WiUiam  Abbott  was 
chosen  Chairman,  and  Wiliiam  B.  Davidson,  Secretary. 
■•  .Visiting  Committees — January.  J.  Fell,  J.  Claxton, 
J.  B.  Ellison.  February.  J.  Claxton,  J.  B.  Ellison,  J. 
G.Simmons.  March.  J.  G.  Simmons,  T.  Abbott,  W. 
B.  Davidson.  April.  T.  Abbott,  W.  B.  Davidson,  W. 
Abbott.  May.  W.  Abbott,  J.  Mott,  J^  Cresson.  June. 
3.  Mott,  J.  Cresson,  R.  Oaktord.  July.  R.  Oakford,  P. 
<Jarrett,  P.  Serrill.  August.  P.  Garrett,  P.  Serrill,  R. 
Price.  September.  R.  Price,  S.  Sellers,  G.  Peterson. 
October.  S.  Sellers,  G.  Peterson,  J.  H.  Cresson.  No- 
tiember.  J.  H.  Cresson,  S.  J.  Robbins,  C.  Stevenson. 
December.  S.. J.  Robbins,  C.  Stevenson,  J.  Fell. 

T+ie  Visiting  Committees  are  required  to  attend  at 
the  School  House,  in  Walnut,  above  Sixth  street,  on 
ttie  afternoons  of  the  second  Thursday,  and  the  1  hurs- 
<by  preceding  the  last  Friday  in  every  month,  when 
children  can  be  admitted  to  the  Schools. 
'  -Standing  Committees— -On  Supplies.  James  Cresson 
and  Samuel  Sellers.  On  Property.  J.  G.  Simmons,  P. 
Garrett,  S.  Sellers  and  S.  J.  Robbins.  On  Manuals  and 
Lessons.  P.  Garrett  and  R.  Oakford.  Oa  Straw  Plait- 
*f^'  i'  ^'^■^'^°"»  P-  GaiTctt,  J.  Mott.  and  C.  Stevenson. 
w  the  liensivgton  Lot.  S.  J,  Robbins,  J.  Fell,  and  T. 
Abbott. 


REPORT  OF  THE-COMMITTEE  OF  jWAYS 
AKD  MEAN.S.  - 

Relative  io  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  State.    Read  in 
the  House- of  Representatives,  Alarch  14,  1829. 

Mr.  Cunningham,  from  the  committee  of  waj'.";  and 
means,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the-Governor's 
message  as  relates  to  the  financial  concerns  of  the  state, 
and  other  subjects  connected  with  said  finances,  made 

'  /."REPORT:  _  - 

That  an^ex  imination  of  the  flnanciaT  concerns  of  the 
commonwealth  enables  them  to  present  the  following 
res.u.lts;      -  ,       ' .  .    .  '  -  _ 

By  the  report  of  the  Auditor  General,  it  appears  "that 
the  receipts  into  the  treasury,  in  tlie'Iast  fiscal  year,  in- 
cluding a  balance  of  §167,897  remaining  on  the  fji-stdajf 
of  December,  1827,  amounted  to  $3,297,367:974,  and 
that  the  expenditures  within  the  same  period  were 
§3,107,552  51,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  December,  1828,' of  §189,815  461 .  It  is 
estimated  by  the  same  officer,  that  the  state  of  the  .trea- 
sury on  the  first  day  of  December  next,  will  exhibit  a 
balance  of  §145,615  46,  after  meettn|f  all  the  demand.s 
of  the  current  fiscal  year. 

From  these  simple  statements,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
resources  of  the  commonwealth,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  ordinary  operations  of  government,  are  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition;  and  that  with  a  view  to  those  objects, 
nothing  is  required  of  the  committee  or  the  legislature. 

The  extensive  system  of  internal  improvements  in 
which  the  commonwealth  has  embarked  has  created 
new  wants,  and  given  to  a  portion  of  the  revenue  a  new 
direction.  To  ascertain  the  probable  extent  of  those 
wants  and  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be  supplied,  has 
been  an  important  part  of  the  business  of  the  committee, 
and  to  the  result  of  their  inquiries  they  invite  the  most' 
serious  attention. 

From  the  estimate  made  by  the  committee  on  inkind 
navigation  and  internal  improvement,  it  appears  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  expenditure  of  g3, 200,- 
000  upon  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and.  railway,  within 
the  ensuing-year,  in  addition  to  the  sums  already  appro- 
priated by  law.  They  name  that  as  the  largest  sum 
Which  can  probably  be  required,  though  the  actual  ex- 
penditure m.iy  fall  short  of  that  sum  by  some  hundred, 
thousand  dollars.  But  as  a  just  economy  demands  the 
completion  of  the  works  already  under  contract  at  the 
earliest  possible  period,  in  order  that  they  may  become 
productive  of  revenue,  it  has  seemed  advisable  to  the 
committee  to  adopt  as  their  basis  of  calculation,  a  sum 
certainly  sufficient,  in  any  contingency  which  can  arise. 
In  order  to  meet  the  interest  of  this  siim,  and  of  the  for- 
mer loans  for  similar  purposes,  certain  revenues  are  spe- 
cifically pledged  by  act  of  assembly. 

It  is  estimated,  that  should  a  loan  of  §3,200,000  be 
negotiated  the  ensuing- year,  the  amount  of  interest  pay- 
able before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  will  be 
5289,500;  and  that  the  means  for  the  paymejit  of  that 
interest,  arising  from  the  revenue  already  pledged, 
will  amount  to  200,620  dollars,  ]eavi--g  a  ba'lance  to  be 
provided  for  of  88,880  dollars. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  there  will  be  a  balance 
in  the  treasury,  after  meeting  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  government,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  of  §145,615 
46;  so  that  taking  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  common^^  ealth  tog-ether,  up  to  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  tlie  former  will  exceed  the  latter  by  §66,735 
46.  Believing  this  balance  amply  sufficient  to_'meet  any 
unexpected  demand,  or  to  provide  against  unforeseen 
diminutions  of  the  revenue  in  any  quarter,  the  commit- 
tee, therefore,  propose  that  the  deficiency  in  the  sums 
pledged  for  the  interest  of  the  canal  loans,' shall  be  sup- 
plied from  the  balance  in  the  treasui-y  on  the  first  day 
of  November  next,  and  they  have  inserted  in  the  bill 
which  accompanies  this  report,  a  provision  authorising 
the  State  Treasurer,  out  of  such  balance,  to  pay  to  the 
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commissioners  of  the  internal  improvement  fund  such 
Slims  as  may,  from  time  to' timcj  be  neccssar)^  for- t!ie 
payment  of  interest  beyond  tlic  means  already  dev.ptcd 
to  that  object.         '  .  -     .  "'--  7-,  ;     "  ■ 

Tlie-  foreg'oing'  stateiileflts  are  fdunded'  on  a  v'iew.  pf 
the  financial  situation  of  tlie  comniORvvealtlv,  uiidfir:  tl>e 
most  unfavourable  aspect  tliey  can  possibly  assume. 
The  committee  talce  it  forgranted  fliat  the. receipts  from, 
the  various  sources  of  revenue,  wlthin.the  present  3'eai', , 
will  in  no  wise  ile crease  below  those  of  the  last  year.- 

A  comparison  of  the  receipts  from  the  s'evteral  sub- 
jects of  revenue  for  the  last  four- years,  exhibits  the 
mo.sit  gratifying  results,  and_  encuurag'.e.S  the  committee 
to  believe  that  a  correspomling  increase  within  the  pre- 
sent year  may  be  confidently  relied  upon.  The  receipts 
from  public  lands  in  the  year  ISSf  exceeded  those  of  the 
year  1825  by ^52,018  94;  showing,  thus,  an  anmial  avdr- . 
age  increase  of  §17,339  64.  '  In  tlie  year  1:828  the  in- 
crease was  ^21,741  74;  and  it  is  thence  inferred  that  at. 
least  20,000  dollars  more  will  be  received  from  the. pub- 
lic lands  within  the  present  year  than  were  derived 
from  that  source  in  the-year  1828. 

The  amount  received  from  auction  duties  and  com- 
missions, in  the  _year  -1827  exceefied  that  of  tlieyear 
'  1825  by  33,389  do'lls.  53  cents;  so  that  the  average  an- 
nual increase  has  been  . 11,129  dolls.  84  cents.  The 
quarter  ending  the  28th  of  Febru.ary,  1829,  exceeds  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  last  year,  by  ^^5449-17,  without 
taking  into  the  calevilation  the_amount  due  for  that  quar- 
ter by  some  auctioneers  from  whom  nostatementhasbeen 
received  of  the  sum  due  by  them  for  the  last  quarter.  It 
is  therefore  safe  to  estimate  the  excess  of  auction  duties 
for  the  presentyear,  abovetliose  of  last  "yearj  :at  12,000 
dollars.  ' ..  '  ,  .  . 

The  annual  income  derived  from  turnpike  and  brliilge 
stock  owned  b)'  the  state  has, increased  within  the  last 
vear  about  4000  dollars.  As  the  debts  due  by  the  seve- 
ral companies  are  gradually  paying  oir,  and  as  a  great 
amount  of  travelling  and  transportatio\\  has  been  and 
will  continue  to  be  caused  by  the  wants'  of. the  vifOrks 
constructing  by  the  state,  it  is  deemed  fair  to'  estimate 
.the  increase  of  revenue  from  this.source,  within  the  pre- ^ 
sent  year  at  4,000  dollars.  '  ,     \  .. 

The  iiicrease  of  tlie  tax  on  retailers  of  Foreign' Mer- 
chandise last  year  was  12,614  dolls  95  cts.  of  the  taxron 
tavern  licenses,  6,000  dollars;  of  the  tax  on  collateral 
inherita'nces,  .4,000  dollars — in  all  22 ,,6 14  ■dollars,  94.- 
cents.  '  .  _  -    ;  . 

As  the  lax  on  colla'eral  inheritances  has  itot  v.et.gt>ne: 
into  fidl  operation,  several!  years  being  frequeiitly  re- 
quired for  tile  settlement  of  estates,  it  may.  be  expected 
to  increase  in  a  very  large  ratio.  The.  cornmittee  be- 
lieve it  safe  to.  estinrite  the  increased  receipts^  frOjn 
these  three  sources  at  20,000  dolLars,-'.  ■,  ■--    .  •'■ 

It  appears,  then,  that  should  tiie  receipts  of  tire  corin-" 
monwealth,  for  the  present  yeai-,  be  equal  -only  to  those  | 
oftlie  last  year,  they  will  furnish  .nieans  for  defraying  all 
the  ordinary  expenses  i)f  the  government — of  paying  the 
interest  of  all  loans  for  Canal  and  rail  road  pui-poses  al- 
ready contracted,  and  of  a  loan  of  3,200,000  da-Us.  pro- 
posed now  by  the  committee  on  inland  navigation  and 
internal  impro\ement,  and  yet  leave  a  balance  of 
56,735  dolls,  46  cents.  But  slrould  the  reveniie.s  of  the 
commonwealth  continue  to  increase  in  a  ratio,  vvhi.cli  b.y 
the  experience  of  ihe  last  four  years,  they  are'  warrant- 
ed to  calculate  on,  there  will  remain  a  surplus,  of 
112,735  dolls.  46  cents.  -  .S       .  ' 

The  Committee  are  led  to  believe,  from  ;all  the  in-. ; 
quivies  they  have  made  (>n  the  suhject,,tliat  much  of  this 
increase  to  which  they  liave  alluded,  may  fairly  he  at- 
tributed to  the  great  public  works  in  which  the  com- 
monwealth is  eng-aged;  and  that  thus,  those  improve- 
ments, even  befo]-e  they  had  been  used  for  the  purpo- 
ses of  transportation,  are  made,  iu  part,  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  tlifir  construction. 

.  The  retailers  and  tavern  tax — the  auction  duties— the 
payments  for  publicJahds,  and  the  income  of  turnpike 


and  bridge  stock,  must,  be  im'mediatelj'  dependant  up-  . 
on  the  activity  of  our  interior  trade,  the  abundance  of  a 
circulating  medium,  and  the  demand  for  labor  and  fur 
'agricultural  produce.  Upon  all  these  causes,  the  exe- 
GutipiT  of  the  canals  and  rail  roads,  by  giving  employ- 
-ment,  at  a  fair  rate-of  compensation,  to  great  numbers  of 
our  own  citizens,  and  by  introducing  many  others  from 
-a  distance,  \yho  must  purchase  here  all  the  necessaries 
of  life, lias  prodiiced,  ai-id  will  continue  to  exert  a  pow- 
erful and  favorable  influeiice.  J 

The  committee,  in  examining  the  resources  of  the 
-commonwealth.  Tor' the  coming  year,  and  the  means  of 
meeting  the  interest  of  loans,  have  taken  it  for  graiited 
that  a  portion  of--the  revenue,  not  regu  larly  applicable  to 
that  purpose,  must  be' transferred  ii'om  the  treasuiy  of 
the.coinmon-wealth  to  tlmt  of  the  inttrnal  improvement 
fund.  Upon  this  su'pposition,  tliey  have  shown  that  no 
inconven'tence  will  he  created,  but  that  .on  tlie  contrai'A', 
a  large, balance  wiH  still  remain  for  Other  pui-poses  of 
the.  goyornmeiit.  It  is;  however,,  by  no  means.certain 
that  any  such  demand  upon  the  ordinary  revenues  will 
be  necessaiy.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  two  sources 
of  income,  not  yet  referi  ed  to,  and  which-belong  exclu- 
sively to  the  fluid  for  the  payment  of  interest, ,  will  meet  'i 
the  deficiency  hei-etofore  stated,  as  likely  to  occur,  and.' 
thus  leave  untouched  the  lai  ge  balance  which  the  trea- 
sury accounts  are' expected; -to' exhibit  0:11  the.  30th  of 
November  nextr  ,         '  ,  '.'  -  -  \  .    ,..    -  '  - 

^  It  is"  confidently  believed  that  24'  miles  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal,  from  the  mouth  ofthe  .luniala  toMitldle- 
town,  and  80  milesof  the  western  division  from  Jilairs- 
ville  to  Pittsburg,  will  be  ill  active  operation  for  the 
whole  of  the  present  season.     It  is  also  expected,  that 
hy  the  month  of  August  the  navigation  ■\vill  have  exten- 
ded up  the  Juniata  to  Lewisto.wn,  4i^;miles;  and  up  the 
Susquehanna  to  Northumberlaild,  .4-1,  miles.    The  , 
amount  of  revenue  which  these  woi-ks  'will  j'leld  within  i, 
the  present  year  is,  of  course,  a  subject  of  mere  conjecs  jj 
ture.    The  committee,  howevei',  are  decidedly  of  ppin-  i 
ion  that  in^estimatuig  tlie  iiett  receipts  from  this  quarter' 
at  $35,06,0,  they  not  only  keep  within  the  limits  of  safe  | 
calculation,- but  tliat  they  fall  greatly  belo.w  it.  .  ' 

A  further  resource  for  the  payment  of  interest  is- 
,found  in  the  premium  which  may  .be  expected  uppn  the 
contemplated  loan  ot,S53,200,,qOp.     The  committee  are  . 
'a,ware.that  no  suqh  premium  was:  obtained  on. the  loaa  I 
recently  effected,  but  they  are  clearly  of  opinion,  after  s 
careful  inquiry,  that  this  failure  may  be  traced  to  an  er-  -  | 
I'or  in  .{he  mode  of  negotiatingloans  and  effecting  trans-^. 
fersof  stock,  rather  than  a  want  of  credit  in  the  com- 
monwealth.   This  error  t'lcy  have  endeavored  to  cor-  i 
rect  iu  tiie-bill  accoropari)'ing  this  report,  and  tliejvcan- 
not  but  hope  ,  that  the  change  will  prove  salutary.-^- .5 
■Should  a  premium  amounting  to  one  and  an  half  pep' • 
cent,  only  be  obtained,  that  sum  with  the  estimated  re-" 
1  cel.pts.frojn  the  finished  canals,  will  make  up  the  who!-S;__ 
:  deficiency  irv  the  means  of  the  internal  iniprovemenfc 
fund,  for. the  payment  of  interest;  and  in  that  case, 
should  the  ordinar}'-  revenue  s  of  the  commonwealth  fo,r'i! 
the  present  year  exhibit  an  increase  corresponding;  to  ;| 
that  of -the  year  preceding,  there  will  remain  in  the  I 
treasuiy  of  the  commonwealth  on  the  3.0th  November,  I 
1829,  a"-balance  of  above  W93,000,  instead  of  55145,61.5^  j: 
as  estimated, in  the  report  of  the.  Auditor  General;  ai-id  j 
such  balance  \yill -be  at  the  disposal- of  the  legislature,  i 
.Iot  meeting  the  iiitereH.oT future  loaiTO.  .   •  •  .  .  •  |j 
-.  -The committee  have  endeavored  to  show.,^thatthe  pre-  i.! 
sent  resources  ofthe  commonWe.alth.in  themost  unfavora-  || 
blecircunlstanceswivich  can  posibly arise, are  equal  to  (ha  jf 
payment  of  interest  on  tlic  proposed  loan  of 'v'S, 200,009,  i* 
without  any  additional  taxation  at  this  session  of  the  le-  [' 
gislature;  and  should  those  calculations, -which  are  jus-  j' 
tified  by  all  former  experience,  prove  to  be  correct,,A  j 
large  balance  must  remain  aftei'  meeting  the  necessities  j; 
of  the  present  year, ,  ■■ 

In  this  simple  .exhibition,  the  friends  of  internal  int 
proyenient  will^fi-ndit w'arxant;fo|;.  pressing  the  worka-ti^ 
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completion^  willv.the  utmost  vig-or— and  those  who'llave 
"been-alartnecl  by  the  prospect  of  taxation,  or  have  ap- 
prehended that  the  state  was  embarking  in  the  s^-stem 
of  internal  improvement  be}  ond  her  means,  will  find  a 
'sure  ground  of  consolati«n. 
'  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  Ihe  'experieiice  of 
another  year  vv  ill  sug'gest  important  changes  in  the'  vev- 
,  eniie  system  of  the  cflmmoriwcakh.     Itis-iiow  the'fact, 
that  the  funds  elevated  to  the'ordihary-e:xpeji9e&  of  gov- 
ernmejit  g'reatly  exceed  the, regular  deniaiids^upoTi  the 
treasury,  while  those  applicable  to  the  paymeiit  ,of  ca- 
nal loans  fall  considerably  short,  ^tlius  rendering  a 
transfer  necessary  from,  the  excess  of  the    one -to 
n:i,eet: -the- deficiencies  of  the  other.     All  these  sour- 
ces of  income'  are. in  a  traiii  of  regular  and  rapid, 
increase^— an  increase  which  this  year's  expeiyence 
may  enable  us  to  calculate  with  additional  certain- 
ty.    It  may  then  he  advisable,  as  it  is  ascertained  that 
a.  certain  tax  or  any  fixed- portion  of  it^  is  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  ggvernnient;,  to.vesf 
.  the  excess  permanently  in  the  fund" for  the -payme,nt- of 
)iiterest>    Bj  thesa  means,  and  by  tlie  -^aid  of  fhe'tolls, 
which,  after  the  .pi^esen^-.  year,'  must  inevitably  arise 
from  the  finished  canals,  it  is-confidently-believed,  tha.t 
-ample  provision  may  be  made  for  the"  proposed  exten- 
sion of  the  se\eral  lines  of  canals  and  railways,  witliout 
-a  resort  to  taxation  of  any  kind;  a.nd  certiiinly  without 
the  necessity  of  Imposing  any  tax  of  ' a:.Burdensome  na- 
ture. .  ■  ' 

In  the  view  which  the  comn^ittee  have  taken  of  the 
finances  of  the  eonunonwealth,  as  connected  with  the 
system  of  internal. impj'ovement,  they  have  confined 
their  investigation  to  the  abib'ty  of  th  e  reventtes  of  the 
state  to  furnish  the  means  of  paying  the  interest  on. the 
loans  1o  be  contracted  by  the  state,  to  construct  the  va- 
rious hues  of  canals  and  railways  contemptlated  by  the 
bill  reported  by  the;  committee  on  inland  navigation  and 
internal,  improvement.;  .      . .     _  .. 

The  system  of  internal  improvement  has  been  adop- 
■  ted  by  the  legislature,  as  yoiu- "committee  believe,  on  a 
confident  expectation  and  well  founded  calculation,  that 
the  public  vyoi-ks,  when  constructed,  will  yield  an  iii- 
_tereston  the  expenditure,  and  a  surp]us__fund  adequate 
to  the  extinguishment  .of  the  debt  contracted  for  their 
construction.  .  The  experiment  has  already  been  fairly 
tested;  and  the  developements  of  that  experiment' es- 

-  tablish  beyond  doubt,  the  fact,  that  a  canal  under  favoV- 
.  able  circumstances  will  pay  the  cost  of  its  cojistruction. 

The  New  York  canals,  constructed  at  an  average  cost  of 
.$25,000  per  mile,  have  for  some  time  yielded,  not  onlj 
an  interest  on  the  expenditure,  buta  large  sui'plusfund 
to  be  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  canal  debt. 
Tiie  partial  operations  of  the  Schuylkill  navigation  and 
Union  Canal  exhibit  the.  most -flattering  d'efnonstration 
in  favor  of  the  same  result  in  this  state.  ^  Witli  agricul- 
tural products  equal,  if  not  greater;  with  mineral 
w,ealth,.exhaustless  in  almost  evei:^'  variety,  and  a'cli- 
mate  more  favorable  to  canal  navigatjoh,  it  cannot'  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  revenues  of  the  canals  in  this  state 
will  greatly  exceed  those  of  the,  state  of -New  York.^ — 
With  this  assurance^,  nathingas  left  to  hazard;  and  with 
the  certain  demo,nstrat,ion  that  the  works  to  be  construc- 
ted will  ultimately  pay  the  cost  of  tlieir  construction,  ev- 
ery inducement  is  presented  to  persevere  in  a  system  of 
internal  hnprovenjent,  wliich  will  give  to  tlvc  state  a 
power  and  wealth  limited'only  by  her  physical'capaci- 

-  ties.  Indeed,  in  the  opinion  of-your  committee,  a  per- 
-~  severance,  in  the  system,  of  canal  policy,'  to;the  extent 

recognized  in  former  acts,  of  the  legislature,,  is 'not  ortly 
justified  Ijy  prudential  considerations,  but  is  deinahded 
as  a  measure  of  defence'^  ■  Gn  one  side,  the  state  of  New 

..  York,  with  the  experience  of  the  great  advantages  .of 
her  canals  already  constructed,  is  itow  extending  raml- 

.  "  fications  of  them  in  every  direction  of  her  own  territo- 
ry,  and  even  into  this  state.  (Jn  tire,  other  side,  the  state 

.,  .  of  Ohio,  still  in  infancy,  is  projecting  and  rapidly  com- 
pleting  her  canals  on  an  extended  scale;— and: the  state 


of  Maryland  is  no  less  zealous  in  the  cause  of  internal  im- 
provement. _  . 

To  keep  pace  with  the  improvements  made  by  neigh- 
bduring  states,  Is  implosed  on  this  state  as  a  measure  of 
dtfence,.-  ;  All  that  Pennsylvania  has  to  do  to  maintain 
her  superiorit}',  is  to  avail  herself  .of  the  superior  advan-. 
tages  of  ■g-eographical  ppsition,  of  climstte,  of  agricultu- ' 
I'al  and  mineral  wetdd^,':by  affording  "the  means  of  their 
developeme'nt.  '.  .  .',       ■  .  ■  . 

-  In  the  relative  situation  of  the  states,  and  from  their 
political  connexions,  the  policy  adopted'  by  any  one  oi 
them  must  necessarily  exercise  a  sensible  influence  on 
the  others.  The  system  of  internal  improvement  would 
now  appear  to  Ije'the  fixed  and  settled  policy  of  all  the 
states;  and, if  the  system  adopted  in  thi*:state  is  more 
extended  than  ifi  others,  the~cause  is  to  be  referred  to 
the  natural  advantages-enjoyed  by  the  state  for  impro- 
veil  inlan''d  navigation, Which  justify  the  employment  of 
means  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  object 
to  be  realiz-ed.  ^_  . 

"  As.  intimately  connected  with  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
-the  x:ommonwealth,  in  relation  to  the  .  system  of  the 
canal  policy  of  the  state,  the  subject  of  future  loans  to 
prosecute  the  public  works,  invites  tlie  serious  attention 
of  tlie  legislature.  '  The  experience"  of  the  last  two 
years  has  sufliiciently  demonstrated  the  defects  of  the 
present  system-  of--  making  loans,  and  calls  loudly  for 
the  adoption.of a: remedy.  /  v  -  -  /  ,■'  •.-.'•_' 
-  The  distanced  of  the  seat  of  govemmeiit  from  the 
place  \vhere'  tl)e  great  monied  transactions  are  conduct- 
ed, and  the  mannei'-  of  advertising  the  loans,  operate 
Very  disadvantageous'ly'tn  the  interests  of  the  state;  and 
■your  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  prove  beneficial  tb  the  interests  of  the  state  to 
have  a  commissioner  of  loans  appointed,  to  reside  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  be  empowered  to 
contract  fur  the  state  loans,  and  to  make  from  time  to 
time  the  necessary  transfers  of  stock;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  committee  make  provislo.ns  in  the  bill  accom- 
panying this^  report. 

'VVith' the  Bank  of  Pejinsylvania  the  finances  of  the 
comTnon'wealtli  are  closely  associated.    Three-fifths  of 
the  capital  stock  of  that  lyank  are  heldby  the  stale;  and 
by,  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  loans  made  by  the  state 
is  held  by  this  bank.    Your  committee- have  been  satis- 
factorily informed,  that  the  bank  has  afforded  the  most 
important  aid  in  the  various  loans  negociated  by  the 
state,  and  jn  the  advancement  of  instalments  essential  to 
,carry  on  the  works  of'infernal  improvement;  and  has 
thus  lived  up  to-the  spirit  and  intention  of  its  charter; 
one-object  of  which,  as  declared  in  its  preamble,  was 
'fto'promote  tlie  regular,  permanent,  and  successful; 
operation  of  the  finances  of  this  state."  -To  sustain  and 
support  an  institution  in  vvhicli  th.e  state  has  so  deep  ah 
interest,  is  at  alLtimes  a  duty  imposed  on  the  legislature 
as  the  guardian  of  the  public  weal;  and  to  afford  it  now 
every  possible  advantage  wo-uld  appearto  be  a  measure 
dictated  by  a  proper  regai^l  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
state.    Tlie  charter  of  tlie  bank  will  soon  expire,  3,nd 
the  tirne  is- drawing  nigh,  if  hot  now  at  hand,  when  its 
cnartei-  is  to-  be, renewed.    In  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, the  rnagnitude  of  the  interest  of  the  state  in  the 
bank,  and  the  extended  scale  of  the  financial  concerns 
of  the  commonwealth,  would  render  desirable  some  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject,  if  practicable,  by  which  the 
interests  of  the  bank  and  state  maybe  mutually  promot- 
ed. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  General,  m:\de  at  this  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  exhibits  'a  statement  of  stocks 
held  by  the  commonwealth,  and  of  appropriations  and 
loans  remaining  unpa'id  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1828-.  Y'our  committee,  therefore,  do  not  deem  any  fur- 
ther exposition  necessary.  Their  investigations  have 
been  confined  to  the  ability  of  the  revenues  of  the  com- 
monwealth to  meet  the  interest  on  loans  contracted  and 
those  contemplated  to  prosecute  the  pnbhc  works.  And 
if  the  views  submitted  by  them  are  corrtcfjin  their  opi- 
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nion,  the  state  of  ihe  finances  of  the  commonwealth  ful'  |  mended  by  the  committee  on  inland  navigation  and 
ly  justifies  the  expenditure,  for  the  ensuing' year,  recom- I  internal  improvement.  ^ 

.  MET^EOROLOGICAL  REGISTER,  FEBRUARY  1829, 
-  '-  '  "^  /  r"  ""         KEPT  IN  CHILISQUAQUE,  PENX. 


1829. 


Time. 


Etb. 


1 
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3 

'  S 
6 

Y 

8 
9 
10 

ii- 

12 
13 
14 
15 

IS. 

ir 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24  ■ 

25 

m 

'  27 
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nine 
o'clock. 


29  3 
■29  ""5 
29  6 

^29  5 
29  & 

■  29  5 
;29-'4- 

-  29  4 
29  5 

-  29  3 
"  29  5 

29  5 
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29- 
29 
29 
29 
29 
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29 
29 
29 
28 
'29 
29 
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o^clock. 


2  J  2 
29  6 
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■29  5 
29  & 
29 
29 
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V29 
29 
29 
29 
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5 
2 
5 
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5 
5 
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;29 
i29 


29  4  - 
29  5' 
29  0 
29  2 


29-6 
29  .5 
29  2 

28  6 

29  3 
29  2 


,  three 
o'clock. 


29;  3, 
29  6 
~>  6 
2)  C 
29  5 
2^  5 
29  a 
29  5 
:  29  4  - 
29  2  : 
29  5 
29  5. 
29  3 


,:29 
29  2--^ 

29- i-; 
29  s: : 
28  9  - 

.29  2  :  ■ 


29 
29 
29 
28 
29 


29  0 


Mean. 


below' 
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,2,0 
10 

la 

18 

■38 
27 
'  24  ■ 
•20 
■6 
-12 
16 

■23 
•23- 

;:22 

20- 
18 
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-'r-. 

25  " 
;,35 
22 
18 
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26 

.18-^ 
.  '22 
^':1T 

" 

■■  -  44 ; 

;35-: 
29 

56 
16 
.  -25 

29 
27 
29 
23 
.  26 

"31 

/'  15 
38-'] 
41 
29 
29 


three 
o'clk. 


.29 
20 
31 
IS 
44 
46 
4i 
43 
31 
32 
25 
22 
24 

:28 

26 

31 

43 

25 
.-35; 

"40  ' 
18. 
30 
38 
36 
57 


ATMOSPUEBIC  TAIIIATIONS. 


-     '  - 

=      P.„  M. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Snow 

Sunshme 

Clear 

Clear      -  ;""-,::*■_ 

Cle.ar 

Sunshine^'  ■ 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Clear 

.Sunshine 

Clear  .,'  '  " 

Cloiidv 

Rain 

Cteai'. 

llaiii 

Cloudy  . 

Rain 

Sunshin«^.-;.^-i..,-  _ 

Cloudy 

Clear  -  .r  -■  ■. 

Cloudv 

Sunshine 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy  all  day 

Sunshine':",  • ,  .', 

Cloudy 

Cloudy  : 

Cloudy 

Cloudy ■,  ~  r."- 

Sunshine 

Cloudy          '•  '" 

Clear 

Snow  .all day 

Sunshine 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear  . 

Cloudy 

Snow- 

Cloudy  .  ^,  Rain 

Snow .  _  • . .  , 

Cloudy  ;  '  :    V    _ , 

Snow      •     " ; 

Clear 

Snow  '^.V"  -  r' 

Clear  _     .'.  '■. 

Snow 

"  CHESTER  COUNTY  MUTTON,'  .■i;^'''";. 

Some  fine  Mutton  was  exhibited  at  the  Shambles  of 
our  neighbours  Osborne  and  Matl.ick,  the  three  last 
days  of  the  preceding  week.    That  fed  by  John  15rad-i 
ley,  was  claimed  by  a  person,  who  had  previously  made 
a  bid  for  it,  and  was  taken  to  Philadelphia^  but  as 
mouths  had  been  moisiened  from  the  expectations  raised 
by  the  advertisement  cf  Mr.  Bradley,  to  prev&nt  a  dis^- 
appointment  some  well-fed.  Sheep  were,  driven  here : 
from  the  farm  of  AVm.Evans,  of  Willistown,  and  slaugh-- 
tered  and  sold  at  8  cents  per  pound  for  the  fore-quarters, 
and  IQ  cents  for  the  hind;  aiid  the  demand  exceeded 
the  supply.    Tiie  following  is  the  weight. oreach  car- 
case when  neatly  dresssed-:  '.      ~:         -'  .     -i.''^  ;  " 
/bs.      -  ^  ■ 

No.  1.      86  _    -    N0.9.  llr'^-■>>.•■ 

2.      93  ;  10.  -84:-^: 

3.     85i  ■  ■  11;  .  V2\^-^  -:-:-rr 

,  .  ,.  :.A-/  \m  ■--  i!>:--;-i^->>^  '  i2.  :-  115  ^:- 
v^-;  ■  5.  ii4i^  13.  .i2a.  <iy--':^ 

6.    116         ■    -  /-'-•■5:-.^;-i4..      90  " 

;.-.r  '.  7.  102  -     \s.  114 

■     '.yy  8.  105   

.  „:V-"  .  Total  -■      -  1564^ 

Vaitteat9  cents  per  lb.  §140. 80 J,  exclusive  of  Skins 
and  Wool. —  J-f  esichester  Villaire  Record. 


Total  97 


_^y  <- \:\--   '  ANNAIiS  OF  PAUPERISM.  - 

Paupers  in  York  County  Poor-IIouse,  Jan.  31,  1829, 
Hmise.  Hospital.  ••  ■ 

33  men — 20  women — — 12  men — 15  women 

9  boys —  1  girl    2  boys —  5  girls 

\Yorh  Recorder. 
■       Poor-House  of  Chester  County . 
Expenses  of  the  house    -       -       -       ^  '$1,435  56J 
Allowed  43  out-door  poor       r       -       -        688  61 
Medicines  in  the  house,  including  (.$80)  the 

Phy.sician's  salary        -       -       -       -        205  96 


,  -  ■  '       .  ■  '    fiS'iofcs'  Mvocate.  ~ 

"Medicine  for  out-ddor  poor  .  '  '  ;  -  -:  ■  108,  50; 
Funeral  ejpfen^esoiit  of  the  .house  .-      =  -    168  05 


■  V  ^        In  the  House,  Jan.  1,  1829. 
:63  tn9rbT-12  boys; — 65  women — 21  girls. — 
Aided  out  of  the  House.  .  . 
22  males^21  females    -      '     .  -  -- 

,     Total  aided  and supported 


-Total  161 
■Total  43 


204 


Total  dui-ing- the  year  1828,  including  those  now 

aided  and  supported         .7       -       -  -  420 

Of  these  there  were  bound  apprentices.  •  22 

Dismissed  and  absconded      .    -       '  ^  '  .i  >  157 

pied  .        >  ,  ;  ..      ^  :         "      -       ■  -37 

Supported  now  in  the  liou^fe- _  -  ,  '  161 

:  do.              jcnit: :  -  43 


January  182  S" 
Febi'uary'. 
March 
April: ' 
Mnjt'.  ' 
June- 
July-  -  :  J: 

Augusl 


-  Morithly  numbers  in  the  House. 


162 
155 
167 
157 

no 

132 
126 
133 


September  1828 
October  ~ 
November"  ' 
December  \  V- 


139 
138 
145 
161 


1755 


Average  number  146^ 


Adams  County  Poor-House. 

35  Paupers  remained  in  the  Poor  House  on  8  January 
1828.  70  do.  (including  out  door)  admitted  in  the 
course  of  tTie  year.  43  do  remained  in  the  House  on  the 
6th  January  1829.  6  do.  out  door  supported  in  p.art 
by  the  institution  at  an  average  of  66  cts  per  week. 

Assistance  given  to  poor  families  in  the  course  of  the 
year  in  flour  &c.  was  $20.    Expenses  $2206  22|. 
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AUDITOR  GENEKAL'S  REPORT 
ON  THE  FINANCES. 

SXPENDITUnES  OF  THE  COMMONWEAETH,   FOB  1828. 

Summary  Statements  of  the  Fayments  at  the  State  Trea- 
sury, for  the  year  commencing  the  first  day  of  December, 
1827,  and  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  1828 

Internal  Improvements  No.  1. 

Expenses  of  government  2. 


Militia  expenses 

Pensions  and  gratuities  4. 

Education  5. 

Interest  on  loans  6. 

Internal  Improvement  fund,  7. 

Pennsylvania  claimants  8. 

State  maps  9. 

Penitentiary  at  Philadelphia  10. 

Penitentiary  near  Pittsburg'  1 1 . 

Conveying  convicts  12. 

Conveying  fugitives  13. 

House  of  refuge  14. 

Miscellaneous  15. 


Balance  in  the  treasury  first  December, 
1828. 


$•2,611,967  24 
204,757  96i 
24,542  80 
26,295  22 
26,259  28 
91,725  00 
98,579  97 
304  38 
2,363 
4,000 
4,364 
672 
933  88 
2,500  00 
8,286  55 

3,107,552  51 

189,815  46* 


38 
00 
65^ 
19 


state  treasury,  per  act  of  24th  ., 
March  1828  150,000  00  /  .  s  ' 

Canal  commissioners,  for  explor-  ■^  .  J  ■  ; 

ing  canal  routes,  per  act  of  7th 
April  1826  -  2,000  CO 

 2,579,600  CO 

Bridges. 

The  commissioners  of  Cumberland    .      .  - 
and  York  counlies,  for  erecting    '     '       -■  - 
a  bridg-e  over  Yellow  Breeches 
creek,  per  act  of  14tli  April  1827  2000  00 

David  Porter  and  ol hers,  for  erect-  '  ' 

ing  a  bridge  overDunlap's  creek 
in  Fayette  count)',  per  act  of 
25th  January  1828  636  72  '" 

Wilkesbarre  bridge  company,  per 
acts  of  30th  March  1824,  and  8th  ■ 
of  April  1826  1004  78 

The  commissioners  of  Somerset 
and  Cambria  counties,  for  erect- 
ing a  bridge  over  Stoney  creek, 
per  act  of  13th  April  1828        2000  00 


^3,297,367  97* 


No.  I. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Turnpikes. 

Millerstown  and  Lewistown  105  00 

Bellefonte,  Aaronsburg  &  Young- 

15,899  55 


manstown 


16,004  55 


Rivers  and  Creeks, 

Jabez  Hyde,  Jr.  John  M'Meens 
and  Samuel  H.  Wilson,  commis- 
sioners for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Susquefiaiina  river, 
per  act  of  31st  March,  1823 

Peter  Spangler  and  John  Keller, 
commissioners  for  improving 
Sinking  creek,  per  act  of  12th 
April,  1828 


State  Roads.         .  ■ 
George  Rider  and  others,  improv- 
ing a  road  in  Fayette  county,  per 
act  of  13th  April  1827  629  69 

Arthur  Robeson,  Jr.  and  Jno.  Ney- 
man,  for  improving  a  road  from 
the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Venan-  '- 
go  county,  to  the  town  of  Butler 
in  Butler  county,  per  act  of  7th 
February  1828  2000  00 

Commissioners  of  Cumberland  and 
Perry  counties,  for  a  road  from 
Landisburg  to  Carlisle,  per  act 
14th  April  1828  .         '   400  00 


5681  50 


Public  Ground. 
Commissioners  for  improving  the 
public  ground  at  Harrisburg,  per 
act  of  14th  April  1828 


3029  69. 


3000  00 


4201  50 


450  00 


Canals. 

Union  canal  company  5,000  00 

Commissioners  of  the  internal  ' 

improvement  fund,  out  of  the       ■  '' . 

stock  loan  of  1827  200,000  00 

Commissioners  of  the  internal 

improvement  fund,  out  of  the 

stock  loan  of  1828  1,732,600  00 

Commissioners  of  the  internal 

improvement  fund,  amount  ot 

the  temporary  loan,  per  act  of 

14th  April,  1828  A90,000  00 

Commissioners  of  the  internal 

improvement  fund  out  of  the 

Vol.  Ill,  25 


4,651  50 


No.  IL 

EXPENSES  OF  GOVERNMENT. 
i^enate. 

Pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  14,430  05 
Clerks  1,862  34 

Transcribing  575  00 

Sergeant  at  arms  and  doorkeeper  1,231  00 
Printing  5,172  81 

Contingencies  8,090  S3 


2,611,967  24  ' 


House  of  Representatives. 
Pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  43,242  15 
Clerks  1,882  00 

Transcribing-  1,800  00 

Sergeant  at  arms  and  doorkeeper  1,288  00 
Printing  8,258  12 

Contingencies  10,496  63 


31,361  83 


66,906  99 


194 


AUDITOR  GENERAL'S  REPORT— EXPENDITU RES. 


[Marc  a 


Executive  Department. 
Governor's  salary  4000  00 

Secretary  of  commonwealth's  do.  1341  37 
Deputy  secretary    do.  do.   1000  00 

Clerks  2847  21 

Contingencies  -     1815  57 


Judiciary  Department. 
Chitf  justice's  salary  2878  51 

Associate  ju.stlces  of  the  supreme 

court,  sii'.ary  7757  53 

Circuit  expenses  5500  00 

Attorney  general's  salary  530  00 

Presidents  of  courts  of  common 

pleas  salary  and  mileage  26,104  72 

Judges  cf  district  courts  9,276  80 

Recorders  of  mayors' courts  1800  00 


11,004  15 


Nathaniel  W.  Sample,  Jr.  inspector  second 

brig.ide  4th  divition,  salary 
Michael  Doudle,    inspector  first 

brigade,  5th  division,  salary  250  00 

Disbursements  337  00 


Associate  judges,  salary  and  mile- 


.age 


14,892  54 


Treasury  Department. 


68,740  10 


State  treasurer's  salary  '  1400  00 

Clerks  2395  16 

Printing  annual  report  for  1827  412  00 

Contingencies                -        .  ..    551  05 


Accountant  Department. 


4,758  21 


Auditor  general's  salary 
Clerks 

Prinsing  annual  report  for  1827 
Contingencies 


1400 
2392 
70 
645 


00 
86 
00 
12 


Thomas  C.    Miller,  Inspector  2d 
brigade,  5th  division,  salary 
Disbursements 

Joel  Bailey,  inspector  1st  brigade, 
6th  division,  salary 

Disbursements 

Jeremiah  Shappell,  inspector  2d 
biigade,  6th  division,  salary 
Disbursements 

George  Hess,  inspector  Istbrigade, 
-  7th  division,  salary 

Disbursements 

Joseph  Wilt,  inspector  2d  brigade, 
7th  division,  salary 

Disburstinents 

John  Baldy,  late  inspector  1st  bri- 
gade, 8th  division,  salary 
Disbursements 


137  50 
216  70 


591 

880 


61 

44 


350  00 
314  20 


168  75 

355  34 


206  25 
144  41 


600  00 


587  00 


354  20 


1472  05 


664  20 


524  09 


350  65 


85 
250 


00 
10 


...  Land  Office. 

Secretary  of  the  land  office,  salary  1400 
Clerks  3765 


4,507  98 


00 
25 
1034  77 


Surveyor  Generats  Office. 
Surveyor  General's  salary  1400  00 

Clerks  ,        3175  00 

Contingencies  421  OOJ 


6,200  03 


John  Ludwig,  inspector  1st 
gade,  8th  division,  salary 
Disbursements 


bri- 


Samuel  Thomas,  inspector  2d  bri- 
gade, 8th  division,  salary 
Disbursemenis 


376  24 
604  94 


400  62 
500  00 


Cmtingent  Expense!^. 
Wardens  of  the  Port  1831 
Stephen  Duncan,  chairman  of  the 

joint  committe,  slate  library  450 
William  Musgrare,  state  librarian  ■  200 
Stambaugh  and  Cameron,  priming 

the  laws  for  1827-8  ^ 
James  Trimble,  deputy  secretary, 

money  expended  for  carriage  of 

the  laws 

J.  Meyers,  for  carriage  of  the  laws 
'i'homas  Finney        do.       do.  115 
Ellas  Beidleman       do.       do.  300 
John  King  do.       do,  15 

Henry  Sprigman,  stitching,  cover- 
ing and  delivering  the  pamphlet 
laws  oflast  session 


4,996  00^ 


28 

00 
00' 


2972  00 


106  48 
150  00 
00 
0(; 
00 


143  00 
  6,282  76 


Joseph  J.  Wallis,  inspector  1st 

brigade,  9th  division,  salary  281  24 

Disbursements  174  57 

Ephraim  B.  Geronld,  inspector  2d 

brigade,  9th  division,  salary  225  00 

Disbursements  500  TO 


John  Hasson,  inspector  2d  brigade, 

10th  division,  salary  290  07 

Disbursements  207  15 


George  M'Feely,  inspector  1st  bri- 
gade, 11th  division,  salary 
Disbursements 


293  66 
48  31 


No.  III. 

MILITIA  EXPENSES. 

George  B.  Porter,  adjutant  general,  salary 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  inspector  first  brigade, 

second  division,  salary 
Christian  Snyder,  inspector  second  brigade, 

second  division,  salary 
Nathaniel  Brooks,  inspector  first  brigade, 

third  division,  salary  311  45 

Disbursements  310  06 


204,757  96 J 


John  Fikon,  inspector  second  brigade,  third 
division,  salary 


500  00 
300  00 
400  00 

621  52 
S25  00 


Jacob  Balin,  inspector  2d  brigade, 

11th  division,  salary  225  00 

Disbursements  360  52 

Expenses  of  elections,  per  act 

of  1828  ,  '  66  00 

Dsvid  Fore,  inspector  1st  brigade, 

12th  division,  salary  300  00 

Disbursements  130  60 


John  M'Carty,  inspector  2d  brigade,  12th 

division,  salary 
Thomas  M'Quaide;  inspector  1st 

brigade,  IStli  division,  salary         150  00 
Disbursements  281  77 

Joseph  Eneix,  inspector  of  2d  bri- 
gade, 13th  division,  salary  301  52 
Disbursements               498  09 
Expenses  of  elections,  per  act 

of  1828  138  00 

Benjamin  Anderbon,  inspector  1st 


931  18 


900  62 


455  81 


  725  00 


497  22 
341  97 

651  52 

430  60 
62  5^3 

431  77 
937  61 
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brigade,  14th  division,  salary        300  00 
Disbursements  283  38 

Lot  Lantz,  inspector  2d  brigade 
14th  division,  salary 

Disbursements  for  1827 
Do.       for  1828 

Nathaniel  Patterson,  inspector  1st 
brigade,  15th  division,  salary 
Disbursements 

Robert  Orr,  Jr.  inspector  2d  brigade, 

15th  division,  salary  306  25 

Disbursements  396  00 


294 

86 

608 

22 

402 

79 

358 

45 

519 

12 

Expenses  of  elections,  per  act 
of  1828  ,  . 


117  00 


Samuel  Power,  inspector  1st  brigade 

16th  division,  salary  511  10 

Disbursements  944  06 

Expenses  of  elections,  per  act 

ofl82S  162  00 


Edward  A.  Reynolds,  inspector  2d 
brigade,  16lh  division,  salary        393  12 
Disbursements  639  66 

Expenses  of  elections,  per  act 

of  1828  195  00 


Andrew  M'Farland,  inspector  first  brigade, 

15th  division,  expenses  of  elections,  per 

act  of  1828 
Isaac  Bowman,  inspector  2d  brigade,  8th 

division,  expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of 

1828 

Samuel  Ringwalt,  inspector  1st  brigade,  4th 
division,  expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of 
1828 

Edward  Armour,  inspector  1st  brigade,  11th 
division,  expenses  of  elections,  per  act 
of  1828 

Thomas  Jones,  inspector  Ist  brigade,  3d  di- 
vision, expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of 
1828 

Robert  Fleming,  inspector  1st  brigade,  9th 
division,  expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of 
1828 

John  Davis,  inspector  1st  brigade,  2d  divi- 
sion, expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of  1828 

Henry  Barahart,  inspector  1st  brigade  10th 
division,  expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of 
1828 

Henry  Daub,  Inspector  2d  brigade  2d  divl- 
vision,  expenses  of  elections,  per  act  of 
1828 

Alexander  Hanna,  inspector  2d  br"gide, 

12th  division,  expenses  of  elections,  per 

act  of  1828 
Thomas  Atkinson,  keeper  of  the  arsenal  at 

Meadville,  salary 
George  W.  Tryon,  repairing  public  arms 
E.  G.  Nelson  for  colours 
John  W.  Salter  do. 
John  Ford,  cleaning  and  repairing  muskets 
Joel  Bailey,  repairs  at  the  arsenal,  Hai-rls- 

burg,  per  act  of  14th  April,  1828 
Samuel  Porter,  carnage  of  public  arms, 
Joseph  Saxton       do.  do. 
James  Banford       do.  do. 
Samuel  Beltzhoover  do. 


583  38 


1305  87 


877  57 


819^  25 


1617  16 


1227  78 


162  00 


196  00 


168  00 


161  GO 


112  00 


cial  acts  of  the  legislature,  and  under  the 
power  vested  in  the  board  for  the  relief 
of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionarv 


526,293  22 


No.  V. 
EDUCATION. 


Washington  college  1,000  CO 

Dickinson  college    ,         ,  3,000  00 

Jefierson  college  -,,.-1  1,000  00 
Western  university               /.     4,800  00 

Madison  college            •    "  '  5,000  00 

Deaf  and  Dumb  institution  7,459  28 

Clearfield  academy  2,000  00 

Beach  Woods  academy  1.000  00 

Allegheny  college  1,000  00 


26.259  28 


No.  VL 
INTEREST  ON  LOANS 
The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  and 
others,  on  the  5  per  cent,  loan 
of  1827, 
The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  and 
others,  on  the  5  per  cent,  loan 
of  1 828 

The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  and 

others.on  the  5  per  cent.stcck 

loan  of  1825 
The  Harrisburg  bank  &  others, 

on  loan  per  act  of  1st  April 

1826  . 


46,500  00 


30,000  00 


7,500  00 


7,725  00 


59 
144 


91,725  00 


No.  VH. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND, 
Auction  duties  72,744  42 

Dividends  on  bridge  &  turnpike 

stock  17,965  00 

Collateral  inheritances  5,993  41 

Escheats  101  45 


Dividends  on  Bridge  8c  turnpike 

stock,  received  in  1827, 
Collateral  inheritances,  for  1327 


96,804  28 


1,600  00 
175  69 


1,775  69 


174  50 


181 


122  00 


150 
1977 
100 
250 
454 

63 
34 
12 
15 
125 


,.  ,,'  :  '     §98,579  97 

;  V  ■■  No.  VIII. 

'        PENNSYJ^VANIA  CLAIMANTS.  ' 
George  Chahoon  304  38 

No.  IX. 

(     ■     "     '  STATE  MAPS. 

!  Benjamin  Tanner,  for  maps  furnished,  per 

resolution  of  28th  March,  1825  2,363  38 

No.  X. 

PENITENTIARY  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 
Thomas  Sparks  and  W.  Davidson,  per  act 

of  14  April,  1828  4,000  00 

No.  XL 

PENITENTIARY  NEAR  PITTSBUttG. 
John  K.  M'Nickle,for  iron  furnished  39  23 


24,542  80 


No.  IV. 

PENSIONS  AND  GRATUITIES. 
Amount  of  pensions  and  gratuities,  by  spe- 


S.  Rice  and  W.  Stewart,  labour  74  70 

James  Kelly,  lime  69  00 

Isaac  Wickersham,  wire  6  00 

James  M'Vicker,  laths  6  00 

Richard  Bowen,  nails  49  26 

David  M'Elvy,  brick  198  20 

John  Carson,  repairing  pumps  13  00 

Frederick  Wendt,  glass  1  50 

Robert  Brown,  stone  79  50 
Benjamin  Darlington,  ironmongery    57  06 

Ruth  Hopkins,  sand  23  93 

William  Hartupee,  smith  work  207  18 
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Clemson  Moore,          do.  -  77  41 
Thomas  C.  Cassel,  bridge-toll  2  75 
Moses  Borelandj  painting  301  19 
Stafford  Young',  laths                   '  5  00 
S.  Rice  &  W.ilson,  labour  48  00 
F.  Graham  &  W.Frazer,  carpen- 
ter work  181  31 
M.  M.  Murray,  clerk  hire           ^  21  27^ 
C.  Avery,  paints               .  40  87^ 
Bavid  Evans,  superintending'  249  00 
.Tames  C.  Dawson,  stones  98  25 
Williani  Sturgeon,  plastering  149  44 
F.  Graham,  carpenler  work  250  00 
John  Hannon,  stones            -  22  00 
Hug'h  Davis,  lumber  101  36 
Alexander  Johnson,  Jr.  inspect- 
ing'locks  20  00 
Thomas  Fairman,  John  Hannon, 

.Tames  Anderson,  and  Richard  ; 
Gray,  amount  due  them,  as  a-  ■- 

warded  by  the  commissioners  .  ■■  \-  "  •' 
appointed  per  act  of  9th  April, 
1828                                    1,402  93 
Commissioners  for  erecting-  the 
penitentiary,  lock,  clothing, 

&c.  569  31 J 

Ko.  XII. 
CONVEYING  CONVICTS. 
Samuel  Gregory,  sheriff  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  109  35 
William  Spear,  do.  Huntingdon  54  68 
Jacob  M'Kinney  do.  Northumb.  94  40 
Commissioners  of  Bucks  county 

amount  paid  by  them  to  sheriffs  40  09 
Forster  Millikin,  sheriff  of  Miff- 
lin county  98  00 
.Tonn  Hippie,  do.  Perry  133  45 
Charles  B.  Seaman,  do.  Pike  5/00 
Joseph  Culbertson,  do.    Franklin  85  31 


-4,364  6Si 


672  19 


No.  xni. 

CONVEYING  FUGITIVES. 


John  T.  Brown,  bringiiig  back  a 

fugitive  from  justice 
Samuel  Hibbs,  do. 
John  Mills,  do. 
William  Stokes,  do. 
William  Leckey,  do. 
James  Bowen,  do. 
John  Metzker,  do. 
William  Jaggers,  do. 


Samuel  P.Garrigues,do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do-, 
do. 
do. 


21  81  - 
47  86 
103  50 
138  00 
214  86 
116  98^ 
67  27 
56  874 
166  62 


:       No.  XIV. 

HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 

John  S.  Henry,  treasurer  of  the  house  of 
refuge,  per  act  of  2d  March,  182f  . 

No.  XV. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

William  W.  Potter,  collecting 

public  money  100  00 

Amzi  Fuller,  do.        do.  19  00 

W.  W.  Fetterman,  do.       do.  22  00 

George  M.  Dallas,  do.       do.  25  26 

Thomas  Kittera,  professional  ser- 
vices in  Melish's  case  150  00 

George  M.  Dallas,       do.  in 

Nicholson's  case  100  00 

Samuel  Douglass,       do.  in 

Heister  and  Passmore's  cases         150  00 

Thomas  M.  Jolly,       do.  in 
Wentz's  case  25  00 

Hugh  Bellas,    do.    in  the  case 


933  88 


2,500  00 


of  the  Harrisburg  canal,  &c.        150  00 

Do.  serving  subpoenas  in  said 

cases  2  25 

Martin  Weaver,  cost  in     do.  43  14 

Alexander  Jordan,    do.    do.  16  16 

Thomas  Wallace,  witness,      do.       12  15 

George  R.  Horter       do.       do.        4  22 

J.  G.  Ostler,  John  Cameron, 
Simon  Cameron,  J.  N.  Milti- 
more  and  Richard  T.  Jacobs, 
witnesses  in  said  case  44  99 

Darius  Bullbck,  counsel  fee,  per 

act  of  14th  April,  182S  30  00 

Commissioners  of  the  penal  code, 

compensation  aud  expenses       2,143  30 

Jacob  Boyer  &  William  C.Leav- 
enworth,  informants  in  the  - 
case  of  the  escheated  estate  of 
Henry  Bohn,  deceased  347  70 

Ephrame  Pentland,  deputy  es- 
cheator  of  Allegheny  county, " 
costs  in  Ross'  case  21  04 

William  Leckey,  sheriff  of  eaid 

county,  costs  in  said  case  35  67 

James  Parks,  informant  in  saiid 

case  50  72 

William   Courtney,  examining 

penitentiary  near  Pittsburg  51  00 

James  Patterson,       do.       do.        36  00 

Thomas  Henry,        do.       do.        24  00 

James  Orr,  do.       do.        27  00 

William  O'Keefe  information  rel- 
ative to  unpatented  lands  in 
Cambria  county  214  £0 

John  Taylor,       do,  in  Indiana 

county  528  00 

William.  Wilson,  do.  in  Lycom- 
ing county  '  327  00 

David  Furguson,  do    in  Clear-  , 

field  county  379  50 

Garrick  Mallary,  examining  the 
concerns  of  the  North  West 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  32  00 

M'Carty  and  Davis,  45  copies  of 

Purdon's  Digest  200  00 

John  S.  Wiestling,  printing  two 

certificate  books  30  00 

Henry  Sprigman,  binding  laws 

of  last  session  25  00 

Solomon  Springman,  do.      do.         15  00 

Henry  Miller,  stitching  &  bind- 
ing militia  laws,  do.  '       112  50 

Charles  F.  Muench,  binding  di- 
gest of  road  and  election  laws       442  40 

Philip  Lenhere,  refunded  him, 

per  act  of  8th  March,  1828  138  97 

James  Lowry,   assignee  of  D. 

-  Thrustor,  refunded  him  per 
act  of  20th  March,  1811  84  45 

Hiram  Finch,  treasurer  of  Sus-  ; 

quehanna  county,  over  pay-      '  ■  ' 
ment  on  retailerjS  licences  3  75 

Hugh  M'Clelland,  treasurer  of 
Venango  county,  tax  on  Peter 
Baynton's  lands  22  50 

Joseph  Miller,  sheriff  of  Wayne 
county,  serving  process  on  R. 
Beardslee,  late  treasurer  of 
said  county  91 

Edward  A  Reynolds,  inspector 
2d  brigade,  16th  division,  per 
act  of  12th  April,  1825  39  00 

William  S.  Harvey  and  others 
laying  out  a  state  road, leading  '  .. 
from  the  state  road  at  or  near 
Samuel  Hills',in  Greene  coun- 
ty, to  a  point  on  Biddle  Island, 


1 829.] 
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19T 


Virg-inia,  per  act  of  24th 
March,  18ir 

John  Rea,  transportation  of  bag-- 
g-ag'e  during'  the  late  war 

William  M.   Lockliart,  bounty 
for  crossing  the  lines  do. 

Conrad  Ci-oft,       do.  do. 

John  Baughen,      do.  do. 

Chads  FarqUar,     do.  do. 
Do.  extra  pay,  do. 

J.  R.  C.  Smith,       do.  do. 

Paid  sheriff  for  bringing'  to  Har- 
risburg'  the  returns  of  the 
election  of  electors  for  Pres- 
ident and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States, 


731  00 
20  88 
20  00 

la  00 

10  00 

10  00  ■ 

12  00 
4  09 


1,242  50 


8,286  55 
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Observations  and  Reflections  oh  the  Penitentiary  Sys- 
tem. A  Letter  from  Fkanklikt  Bache,  M.  D.,  to 

ROBEKTS  VaTJX. 

Philadelphia,  March  IStJt,  1829. 
My  Dear  Sir — regret  very  much  that  I.  have  not 
been  able,  sooner,  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  of 
January  last,  in  which  you  pay  me  the  compliment  of 
requesting  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  separate 
confinement  of  prisoners.  The  question  which  you 
propound  is  in  these  words: — "Is  separate  confinement 
a  wise  mode  ofjtreating  prisoners."  In  the  following  ob- 
Bervations,  1  shall  endeavour  to  answer  it  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  according  to  the  lig-hts  which  I  may  possess. 

It  would  seem  to  be  the  most  direct  way  of  coming' 
to  a  solution  of  this  question,  to  inquire  what  may  be 
the  evils  the  gregarious  confinement  of  prisoners,  in 
order  to  determine  whether  their  separate  confinement 

'  would  or  would  not  remove  them. 

.  ■  The  evils  of  gregarious  confinement  are  too  manifold 
to  be  enumerated  in  the  present  letter;  but  the  princi- 
pal ones  may  be  mentioned  under  the  following  heads: 

1.  Mutual  countenance  and  contamination. 

2.  The  fostering  of  bad  passions  and  evil  propensi- 
ties, by  living  in  a  community,  in  which  many  of  the 
crimes  committed  by  the  most  depraved  portion  of  so- 
ciety, living  at  large,  are  re-enacted. 

3.  The  impossibility  on  the  part  of  the  best  disposed 
prisoners,  after  being  discharged,  of  avoiding  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  most  abandoned,  who  may  be  privy  to 
their  disgrace. 

4.  'I'he  notoriety  of  the  prisoner's  disgrace  to  a 
large  number  of  the  most  depraved  members  of  socie- 
ty, which  operates  to  deter  his  relatives  and  original 
friends,  through  pride,  from  giving  iiim  countenance 
and  support. 

1.  Mutual  countenance  and  contamination. 

No  one  cause  is  a  more  fruitful  source  of  the  harden- 
ing of  offenders,  more  particularly  young  offenders, 
than  the  countenance  which  they  receive  upon  enter- 
ing a  community  of  convicts.  We  may  imagine  it  pos- 
sible, that  a  young  convict,  on  entering  a  prison  for  the 
first  time,  may  experience  contrition,  may  have  his  feel- 
ings much  subdued,  and  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  his 
disgrace;  but  how  altered  is  he  in  a  short  time.  He  is 
received  with  open  arms  by  his  new  associates.  If  he 
continues  to  evince  a  subdued  spirit,  he  is  scoffed  for 
betraying  weakness;  if  his  spirits  begin  to  revive,  he  is 
sustained  by  narratives  of  successful  knavery,  by  ap- 
plauses bestowed  on  his  criminal  acts,  or  by  exciting  re- 
sentment in  his  breast  for  the  alleged  injustice  or  hard- 
ship of  his  case.  How  different  may  we  suppose  the 
progress  of  the  feelings  of  the  same  individual,  on  enter- 
ing a  solitary  cell.  Instead  of  shaking  off  the  salutary 
feelings  with  which  he  is  supposed  to  enter  the  prison, 
they  are  enhanced.  Instead  of  drowning  the  sense  of 
his  disgrace  in  noise,  reckless  mirth,  and  vicious  con- 
versation, the  silence  and  loneliness  of  his  cell,  deepen 


the  tone  of  his  previous  feelings.  His  heart  sinks  with- 
in him,  and  he  has  ample  time  to  scan  the  course  of  his 
past  life. 

As  it  respects  mutual  contamination,  it  need  hardly 
be  remarked,  that  in  a  community  of  criminals,  every 
member  of  It  approaches  to  the  state  of  the  most  depra- 
ved individual  which  it  contains.  There  is  no  redeem- 
ing influence  of  the  less  criminal  over  the  more  harden- 
ed portion:  all  rapidly  tend  to  grow  worse.  But  this  is 
not  all;  the  sum  total  of  vice  is  not  merely  increased; 
but  if  I  may  so  speak,  it  is  increased  in  intensit3^  Now 
all  these  evils  are  avoided  by  the  separate  confinement 
of  the  criminal,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  positive  good 
substituted;  for  I  hold  it  as  exceedingly  probable,  that  a 
criminal  becomes  belter,  the  very  moment  he  is  pre- 
vented from  growing  worse,  as  I  cannot  conceive  him  to 
remain  stationary. 

2.  The  fostering  of  bad  passions,  &c. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  many  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted by  the  depraved  when  at  liberty,  are  perpetra- 
ted in  prisons,  under  the  system  of  gregarious  confine- 
ment. Those  that  occur  to  me  at  this  moment  are  mur- 
der, manslaughter,  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  maiming, 
perjury,  theft,  concealing  stolen  goods,  gambling,  &c. 
&c.  There  are  also  some  crimes,  which  may  be  said  to 
be  peculiar  to  this  kind  of  confinement.  If  then  we 
were  to  concede  for  a  moment,  that  the  prisoner  on  his 
entrance,  is  not  rendered  worse  by  being  cast  into  a 
community  of  criminals,  still  the  facts  mentioned  above 
clearly  show,  that  he  has,  in  many  instances,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  indulging  his  particular  criminal  ])ropensIties, 
just  as  if  he  were  at  large:  the  only  difference  is,  that 
his  sphere  of  operations  is  more  circumscribed.  In  this 
mannei',  his  bad  passions  and  evil  propensities  are  at 
least  perpetuated,  if  not  rendered  more  intensely  active. 
What  then  becomes  of  the  grand  principle  of  moral  dis- 
cipline, the  severing  of  depraved  mental  associations, 
and  the  breaking  up  of  the  influence  of  h.abit.  It  need 
not  be  added,  that  on  the  system  of  gregarious  confine- 
ment, this  principle  cannot  be  brought  into  operation. 
Now  all  these  evils  disappear,  on  the  system  of  separate 
confinement. 

3.  The  impossibility  on  the  part  of  the  best  disposed 
prisoners,  &c. 

This  objection  to  gregarious  confinement  is,  perhaps, 
as  strong  as  any  that  I  have  urged.  The  situation  of  a 
prisoner  on  being  disch.irged,  who  may  be  supposed  to 
have  formed  a  sti-ong  mental  resolution  to  lead  a  reform-  , 
ed  life,  is  truly  deplorable.  Claimed  as  a  brother,  both 
in  misfortune  and  crime,  by  hardened  offenders,  and 
studiously  shunned  b}'  the  virtuous  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, if  he  remain  firm  to  his  resolution,  he  suffers  every 
misfortune  that  could  shake  the  strongest  moral  princi- 
ple. He  has  no  other  resource  than  to  hurry  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  his  disgrace  to  some  distant  spot, 
where,  being  unknown,  he  will  cease  to  be  repelled  by 
the  good,  and  inveigled  by  the  vicious.  But  what 
trials  await,  and  dangers  beset  him  in  the  attempt. 
His  very  efforts  to  change  his  course  of  life,  give  moital 
offence  to  his  hardened  associates  in  disgrace;  and  he 
is  compelled  cither  to  fraternize  with  them,  or  submit 
to  become  the  victim  of  their  resentment.  If  he  still 
repels  them,  he  is,  in  all  probability,  the  subject  of 
some  false  accusation,  which  consigns  him  once  more  to 
a  prison;  or  if  he  escapes  this  greater  misfortune,  he  is 
at  least  followed  up  with  unrelenting  perseverance,  and 
the  fatal  secret  of  his  disgrace  made  known  wherever 
he  may  bend  his  steps. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  disadvantage  arising  from 
the  notoriety  of  an  in'dlvidual's  disgrace,  cannot  be  re- 
moved by  the  separate  confinement  of  prisoners;  inas- 
much as,  the  courts  of  law  being  open,  his  aonviction 
may  be  known  to  the  whole  community.  But  this  is 
arguing  against  the  means  of  obtaining,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  an  important  advantage  for  the  prisoner,  be- 
cause that  means  cannot  obtain  the  object  in  view,  en- 
tirely and  completely,    for  it  must  be  obvious,  that  the 
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notoriety  produced  by  the  casual  observation  of  a  pro- 
miscuous crowd  in  a  court, is  not  comparable  to  the  noto- 
rietv,  created  by  constant  and  familiar  intercourse  with 
hundreds  of  felons  in  a  prison. 

And  Ijere  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  bringing;  under 
your  notice,  an  important  consldei-ation,  in  reg'ard  to 
the  system  of  separate  confinement.  I  conceive  that  its 
introduction  will  tend,  gradually,  to  meliorate  the  moral 
condition  of  society  at  large.  If  it  should  go  into  opera- 
tion, it  will  encounter  a  mass  of  evil  at  the  outset, which 
will  relai'd  its  operations  at  first,  but  which  it  will  have 
a  tendency  gradually  to  remove.  Wliat  I  particularly 
allude  to  at  this  moment,is  that  concert  of  action  amongst 
discharged  convicts,  and  their  guilty  associates  who  may 
have  escaped  the  penalties  of  the  law,  which  consti- 
tutes them  a  separate  community,  at  war  with  society  at 
large,  and  possessing  similar  views,  feelings,  interests, 
and  even  a  peculiar  language.  The  first  dischai-ged 
convict,  who  may  have  the  benefit  of  separate  confine- 
ment, must  encounter  the  danger  of  being  ensnared  by 
this  community  of  oflenders,  who  may,  perhaps,  be 
privy  to  his  disgrace  through  the  courts,  or  some  other' 
channel  of  information;  but  who  can  doubt  that  the 
ranks  of  this  confederacy  of  villains  would  be  thinned 
faster  by  death  and  other  causes,  than  it  could  possibly 
be  recruited  by  discharged  convicts  on  the  separate 
confinement  system.  For  on  this  system  the  chain  of  con- 
nection is  broken,  the  principle  of  affiliation  is  effec- 
tually destroyed;  and  each  individual  of  the  new  genera- 
tion of  convicts  would  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  isolated, 
and  unconnected  with  his  brethren  in  disgrace  and 
crime,  while  the  old  generation  is  fast  pasing  away.  In 
this  way,  it  would  happen,  that  those  evils  of  the  exist- 
ing system,  which  might  be  supposed  at  first  to  prevent 
the  full  development  of  the  benefits  of  separate  con- 
finement,would  gradu;illy  disappear;  and  in  the  end,  in- 
stead of  having,  in  the  bosom  of  society,  an  organized 
community  of  criminals,  united  by  the  common  ties  of 
misfortune  and  crime,'and  acknowledging  the  principle  of 
mutual  aid  and  support;  a  commiinity,  forming  a  great 
school  of  vice,  in  which  the  destitute  and  unwary  are 
tauglit  the  lessons  of  depravity, — we  should  have  sub- 
stituted a  disjointed,  scattered,  unconnected  population 
of  offenders,  without  concert,  and  without  common 
principle  of  action,  who  so  far  from  having  their  criminal 
propensities  fostered  and  confirmed  by  bad  association, 
might  possibly  be  reclaimed  by  the  influence  of  the 
comparatively  virtuous  communities  in  wiiichthey  miglit 
happen  to  be  situated. 

4.  The  notoriety  of  ihe  prisoner's  disgrace  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  most  depraved  rn  embers  of  society,  &c. 

It  may  easily  be  conceived  that  one  of  the  greatest 
obstructions  to  the  reform  of  criminals,  who  have  for  the 
first  time  violated  the  laws,  is  the  abandonment  of  friends 
and  relatives.  Now  nothing  operates  so  much  to  pro- 
duce this  abandonment  as  the  moral  contamination  of 
gregarious  confinement.  We  may  suppose  that  a  sin- 
gle crime  may  be  forgiven,  if  the  moral  disease  had  not 
been  aggravated,  I  will  not  say  rendered  incurable,  by 
the  mistaken  vengeance  of  the  law.  What  idea  more 
revolting  to  our  feehngs,  or  stinging  to  the  pride,  than 
that  the  individual,  in  whose  fate  we  possibly  take  a 
deep  Interest,  from  the  claims  of  consanguinity  or  early 
friendship,  may  be  familiarly  taken  by  the  hand  by  seve- 
ral hundreds  of  the  most  hardened  offenders.  If  such 
individual  had  been  separately  confined,  he  is  re- 
turned to  his  friends  at  the  expiration  of  his  sen 
tence,  at  least  not  rendered  worse  than  at  its  com 
mencement,  and  his  disgrace  is  known  to  comparatively 
few.  No  wound  is  inflicted  by  the  claimed  fellowship 
of  the  most  abandoned,  and  no  danger  incurred  by  the 
individual  from  their  seductive  arts.  Every  circum- 
stance seems  favourable  to  the  exertions  of  his  friends  to 
bring  him  back  to  the  path  of  rectitude. 

These,  then,  are  the  principal  evils  of  gregarious  con- 
finement, so  far  as  they  occur  to  me  at  this  moment;  and 
they  would  seem  to  be  removed  by  the  system  of  sepa- 
rate confinement.    I  am,  therefore,  constrained  to  be. 


lieve  that  "separate  confinement  is  a  wise  mode  of  treat- 
ing prisoners;"  inasmuch  as  it  afTords  reasonable  liopes 
of  removing,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  the  deplorable 
evils,  to  which  I  haye  adverted  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this  letter. 

But,  after  stating  the  evils  removed  by  separate  con- 
finement, it  may  be  worth  while  to  inquire  whether  any 
are  introduced,  which  are  inseparably  connected  with 
the  plan  itself.  The  principal  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against  separate  confinement,  that  now  oc- 
cur to  me,  are— 

1.  Injury  to  health. 

2.  The  expensiveness  of  the  system,  arising  from 
the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  combining  it  with 
labour. 

1.  Injury  to  Health.  - 
The  question  of  injury  to  health  cannot  be  answered 

by  any  general  affirmation  or  denial;  as  the  confinement 
may  be  either  prejudicial  or  otherwise,  according  to 
circumstances.  If  we  mean  by  health,  that  ideal  state 
which  is  the  consequence  of  living  well,  and  within  pro- 
per bounds  in  all  respect — then  I  think  separate  confine- 
ment will  be  injurious  to  such  health.  But  if  we  mean  by 
health,  the  particular  grade  of  physical  well-being  of  an 
individual,  not  within  the  confines  of  indisposition,  then 
I  think  it  not  improbable,  that,  taking  the  avei-age  grade 
of  health  ofpi'lsoners.belonging  as  they  usual];'  do  to  the 
debauched  and  intemperate  portions  of  society,  and  as- 
suming an  average  length  of  confinement,  their  health 
would  generally  be  improved.  At  least,  Ifeel  well  con- 
vinced, that  the  mortality  amongst  any  number  of 
criminals  on  the  separate  confinement  system,  would  be 
considerably  less  than  amongst  the  same  number,  if  we 
suppose  them  at  large. 

Considering  the  question  in  the  abstract,  all  confine- 
ment, whether  separate  or  greg-arious,  must  be  deemed 
injurious  to  health;  but,  considered  relatively  to  the 
usual  habits  of  convicted  violators  of  the  law,  it  may 
well  be  doubted,  whether  it  does  not  prolong  life.  If 
we  institute  a  comparison  between  the  two  systems,  as 
!  to  their  influence  on  health,  it  may  be  supposed  that 
ffregarious  confinement,  considered  simply,  is  the  less 
injurious;  but  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  com- 
I  plications  of  exposure,  cold,  and  insufficient  space, 
circumstances  which  in  practice  seem  invariably  to  at- 
tend that  system,  I  much  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  it 
has  a  more  unfavourable  influence  on  life  and  health 
than  the  other.  The  official  published  reports  of  the 
W.alnut  Street  Prison  will  show,  that  the  mortality  in 
that  penitentiary,  has  been  sbout  six  per  cent,  on  an 
average,  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years.  After  much  re- 
flection, I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  would 
have  been  less,  had  the  same  prisoners  been  separately 
confined. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  probable  produc- 
tion of  insanity  by  separate  confinement.  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  effects  of  such  confinement,  continued  for 
between  six  and  twelve  months,  or  a  sufficient  number 
of  prisoners,  to  satisfy  m.y  mind,  that  this  apprehension 
is  not  vi'ell  founded.  Insanity  may  occasionally  occur, 
when  the  depressing  influence  of  incarceration  on  tiie 
mind  and  body,  happens  to  operate  on  an  individual 
predisposed  to  that  disease;  but  I  have  no  facts  that 
would  warrant  me  in  believing,  that  insanity  would  be 
more  likely  to  occur  as  a  consequence  of  this  mode  of 
treating  prisoners,  than  of  the  ordinary  mode, 

2.  The  expensiveness  of  the  system,  Uc. 
The  expensiveness  of  any  system  of  prison  discipline 

is  certainly  an  objection  to  it,  when  its  advantages  over 
other  systems  which  may  be  adopted  at  less  cost,  are 
problematical;  but  if  any  system  can  be  shown  to  be 
vastly  superior  to  every  other,  I  think  the  expense  of 
carrying  it  into  execution  should  not  weigh  a  feather. 
Believing,  as  I  sincerely  do,  that  the  separate  confine- 
ment of  criminals  is  the  true  system,  I  of  course  apply 
the  above  remark  to  it;  and  I  feel  prepared  to  advocate 
a  full  and  fair  experiment  of  this  plan,  at  almost  any 
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expense.  But  if  it  should  prove  to  be  the  fact,  that  the 
expense  of  this  system  has  been  greatly  overrated,  you 
can  easily  imag-iiie  that  my  preference  for  it  would  be 
still  more  conlirmed. 

In  reg'ard  to  labour  in  connection  wltli  separate  con- 
finement, it  may  be  interesting  to  inquire,  1st,  whether 
it  would  be  proper;  and  if  proper,  2dly,whether  it  would 
be  practicable.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most 
difficult  point  of  the  inquiry,  and  one  respecting  wliich 
my  mind  has  been  most  wavering  and  unsettled.  I  in- 
cline, however,  to  the  opinion,  that  as  a  general  rule  the 
prisoner  should  be  engaged  in  somoiseful  employment 
in  his  cell,  to  be  withdrawn  at  the  discretion  of'the  prin- 
cipal of  the  prison,  when  necessary  for  the  enforcement 
of  discipline.  I  would  advocate  this  course,  not-with  a 
view  to  the  productiveness  of  the  labour,  but  because 
it  seems  important  that  a  habit  of  industry  should  be 
formed,  if  possible,  during  the  prisoner's  confinement, 
as  this  may  have  a  favourable  influence  on  his  future 
conduct  when  discharged.  As  to  tl>e  practicability  of 
labour,  I  feel  satisfied  that  there  can  be  found  a  sufficient 
number  of  trades  and  employments,  which  could  be  car- 
ried on  in  separate  small  apartments.  But  even  if  this 
should  be  foimd  impracticable,  I  sliould  by  no  means 
be  willing  to  abandon  the  plan  of  separate  confinement, 
which  I  consider  the  all-important  principle,  and  not  to 
be  set  aside  for  any  secondary  consideration  wliatsoever. 

It  seems  probable,  therefore,  that  labour  may  be  a- 
dopted,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  connection  with  separate 
confinement;  and  that  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing the  prisoner  may  be  defrayed  by  his  own  exertions. 
But  conceding  that  nothing  of  much  importance  can  be 
calculated  from  that  source,  still  it  will  be  recollected, 
that  the  prisoner,  on  the  separate  confinement  system, 
will  cost  less  for  clothing  and  food.  Besides,  it  must 
be  noted,  that  prisoners  on  this  system,  are  supposed 
to  require  a  shorter  sentence  for  any  given  crlm.e,  than 
on  the  prevailing  system,  a  circumstance  which  will 
cause  a  very  considerable  saving  of  expense.  If  we  add 
to  these  considerations,  the  probability  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  prisoners,  relatively  to  the  population,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  the  system  here  advocated,  by  reason  of 
its  breaking  up  the  model  schools  of  vice,  which  most  of 
our  prisons  so  effectually  form  on  their  present  plan,  it 
will  not,  pei-haps,  be  too  much  to  assert,  that  the  sepa- 
rate confinement  system  will  not  be  materially  more  ex- 
pensive than  the  existing  system. 

But  if  we  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  subject,  we 
shall  perceive  additional  reasons  for  believing,  that  the 
plan  by  separate  confinement,  is  far  from  being  liable  to 
the  objection  of  not  being  an  economical  system.  Sup- 
pose for  a  moment  that  the  system,  here  advocated, 
.  would  diminish  the  number  of  criminals,  not  merely 
within  our  penitentiaries,  but  at  large;  would  not  such 
diminutions  be  a  great  saving  to  the  public.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  that  the  number  of  thieves  were  reduced 
one-third  in  any  community,  would  not  the  annual  tax, 
levied  by  those  lawless  depredators  on  public  property 
be  considerably  diminished?  It  is  true,  that  the  public 
do  not  appreciate  the  extent  and  burden  of  such  invol- 
untary tax;  but  is  It  less  a  tax  on  that  account,  or  rather 
is  it  not  the  worst  possible  tax,  which,  so  far  from  being 
used  for  punishment  and  reform,  constitutes  at  once  the 
end  and  means  of  crime? 

Were  I  to  follow  my  present  train  of  reflections,  I 
should  write  more  than  would  consist  with  your  patience 
or  my  time.  I  shall,  therefore,  take  occasion  merely 
to  add,  that  the  plan  of  separate  confinement  at  night, 
and  joint  labour  by  day,  as  pursued  at  the  Auburn  prison, 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  great  improvement,  when  compar- 
ed with  the  prevailing  system  in  most  of  our  prisons; 
and  in  proportion  as  the  discipline  adopted  duving  the 
day  in  that  prison,  diminishes  the  chances  for  the  re- 
ciprocal communication  of  ideas  and  mutual  observa- 
tion, will  it  approach  to  the  perfection  of  the  plan  of 
entire  separation.  The  objection  to  this  system  is,  that 
it  does  not  go  far  enough;  that  it  leaves  something  un- 


accomplished which  is  essential  in  the  work  of  improve-  ' 
ment.  Even  admitting  that  the  Auburn  plan  precludes 
intimacy  and  familiarity,  it  cannot  prevent  the  prisoners 
from  the  mutual  observation  of  each  other;  and  a 
mere  knowledge  of  one  another  as  inmates  of  a  prison, 
is  an  evil  of  very  considerable  magnitude. 

1  hope  you  will  not  suppose,  because  I  conceive  that 
the  separate  confinement  of  criminals  at  night,  as  prac- 
tised in  the  Auburn  prison,  is  a  great  step  towards  im- 
provement, that  I  approve  of  the  chief  means  adopted 
in  that  penitentiary,  for  enforcing  dlscipline,namely,cor- 
poral  punishment;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel  the  greatest 
repugnance  to  the  introduction  of  such  a  mode  of  pun- 
ishment into  our  prisons.  I  cannot  go  into  all  the  argu- 
ments, which  might  be  brought  against  it,  but  I  may  bo 
permitted  to  remark,  that  it  hardens  the  criminal,  and 
destroys  the  germ  of  reformation,  if  peradventure,  it  ex- 
ists In  his  breast.  On  the  other  hand,  the  punishments 
of  diminished  food,  darkness,  silence,  £ic.  subdue  the 
spirit  and  mollify  the  heart. 

I  know  that  much  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  usage 
of  flogging  sailors  and  whipping  sclioo!-boys;  and  it  has 
been  urged,  that  if  it  were  right  for  them,  it  could  not 
be  wrong  for  criminals.  But  I  am  not  in  the  least  influ- 
enced by  this  argument;  for  I  conceive  there  is  not  a 
class  of  men  in  th  e  community,more  reckless  in  their  con- 
duct, and  who  disregard  more  the  restraints  of  the  moral 
faculty,  than  sailors,  and  I  may  add,  those  sailors  espe- 
cially, who  have  grownup  under  the  discipline  of  the 
lash;  and  as  to  the  whipping  of  school-boys,  I  consider  it 
an  indefensible  practice, which  ought  not  to  betolerated 
in  an  enlightened  community.  No  one  supposes  that 
sailors  are  made  better  men  by  flogging;  and  if,  in  the 
public  service  of  some  countries,  this  practice  is  found 
convenient,  because  summary,  and  because  it  sooner 
forms  an  animal  machine  for  labour  and  fighting;  are  we 
on  that  account  to  suppose  it  to  furnish  a  proper  ingre- 
dient in  the  discipline  of  a  penitentiary  system,  the  basis 
of  which  is  reform' 

On  this  s-ubject,  I  will  make  only  one  more  remark: 
if  this  plan  of  flogging  is  a  proper  element  in  prison  dis- 
cipline, it  must  be  applicable  to  all  sorts  of  criminals; 
but  I  would  ask,  are  the  favourers  of  this  system  pre- 
pared to  advocate  corporal  punishment  in  the  case  of 
females. 

I  fear,  my  dear  sir,  that  1  have  completely  exhausted 
)'our  patience  by  the  length  of  this  letter.  I  desired  to 
be  brief,  but  have  fallen  into  the  fault  of  prolixity. — 
The  subject  is  so  multifarious,  that  it  is  difficult  to  com- 
press without  obscurity.  1  have  given  you  my  views  free- 
ly and  without  the  least  reserve,  and  under  the  influence 
of  a  sincere  desire  to  answer  truly  and  correctly,  the 
question  propounded  in  your  letter. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obed't  serv't. 

FRANKLIN  BACIIE. 

ROBEHTS  VaUX,  ESCI. 

''V^-  •     BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  Select  and  Common  Councils,  I2th  inst.  elected 
the  following  gentlemen  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  for  the  ensuing  year.  ;  ,  . 

Joseph  Worrell,  Dr.  Ezeklel  Cook,     ,  ; 

Abiah  Sharpe  John  Moss, 

George  Guier  J.  B.  Budd. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  9th  instant. 

By  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Liheriies. 
William  Binder  |  George  Gorgas. 

By  the  Commissioners  of  Souihwarli. 
Dr.  Jesse  R.  Burden. 
By  the  Commissioners  of  Moyamensing:  - 
Joshua  Ra3'bold. 
By  the  Commissioners  of  Penn  Totvmhip. 
Charles  Souder.^ 
By  the  Commissioners  of  Kensington . 
John  Harrison. 
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RE VOI/UTIONARY— COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

By  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pemi' a. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  in  and  by  a  certain  act,  made  and  passed  at 
Lancaster,  the  thirteenth  day  of  this  instant  October, 
entitled  "An  Act  for  constituting'  a  Council  of  Safety, 
and  vesting-  the  same  with  powers  therein  mention- 
ed," have  enacted  and  declared  as  follows,  to  wit:- 
J.n  ACT  for  constituting  a  Council  of  Safety,  and  vesting 
the  same  with  the  powers  therein  mentioned. 
AVHEREAS  the  British  troops  have  penetrated  into 
this  state,  and  afler  much  devastation  and  great  cruelty 
in  their  progress,  have  seized  the  metropolis.  And 
WHEnEAs,  in  times  of  such  danger  and  confusion  the  or- 
dinary powers  of  g-overnment  cannot  be  regularly  ad- 
ministered; more  especially  as  the  term  for  which  the 
present  legislative  body  of  the  commonwealth  have  been 
chosen,  will  speedily  expire,  whereby  evil-minded  per- 
sons may  be  encourag-ed,  by  open  or  secret  practices, 
to  assist  the  common  enem)',  and  further  to  distress  the 
good  people  of  this  common  we.ilth;  for  prevention 
whereof  it  hath  become  necessary,  for  a  limited  time,  to 
vest  fit  persons  with  summary  and  adequate  powers,  to 
punish  offenders,  and  restrain  abuses. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,and  it  is  hereby  enactedhy  therepre- 
sentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  common-wealth  of  Penn^a.  in 
General  Jlssembly  met,  &  by  the  authority  of  the  same,ThoX 
the  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  ' 
state,  together  with  John  Bayard,  Jonathan  Sergeant, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  David  Ritlcnhouse,  Joseph  Gardner, 
Bobert  IVhitehill,  Christopher  Marshall,  James  Smith,  of 
Yorktown,  Jacob  Orndt,  Curtis  Grubb,  James  Cannon,  and 
W.  Henry,  of  Lancaster,  Esqrs.  be  constituted,  and 
they  are  hereby  constituted  a  Council  of  safety,  with 
full  power  to  pr>)mote  and  provide  for  the  preservation 
of  the  common-wealth,  by  such  regulations  and  ordi- 
nances as  to  them  shall  seem  necessary,  and  to  proceed 
against,  seize,  detain,  imprison,  punish, either  capitally 
or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  require,  in  a  summary 
mode,  either  by  themselves,  or  others,  by  them  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose;  all  persons  who  shall  diso- 
be}',  or  transgress  the  same,  or  the  laws  of  this  state 
heretofore  made,  for  the  purpose  of  Restraining  or  pun- 
ishing traitors,  or  others,  who  from  their  general  conr 
duct  or  conversation  may  be  deemed  inimical  to  the 
common  cause  of  liberty,  and  the  United  States  of 
North  America. 

Jind  the  said  Council  of  Safety  are  hereby  authorized 
andimpowered  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  To  take  and 
seize,  where  it  may  be  needful,  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  for  the  army  or  the  inhabitants,  and  to  ap- 
praise and  value  the  same  so  taken,  and  for  this  end  to 
appoint  proper  persons  under  them,  to  take,  seize,  and 
appraise  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Council  of  Safety 
shall  in  g-eneral  regulate  the  prices  of  such  articles  as 
they  may  think  necessary,  and  compel  a  sale  thereof 
where  the  same  shall  be  wanted;  with  full  power  also  to 
call  to  their  aid  all  officers  and  other  persons,  civil  and 
militaiy,  in  the  execution  of  the  premises. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  President,  or  A^ice-President  of  the  Executive 
Coimcil,  and  any  six  oF  the  said  members  of  the  said 
Council  of  Safety,  shall  be  a  quorum  to  do  business. 

Provided  always.  That  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary 
course  of  justice,  in  the  tryal  and  punishment  of  offen- 
ders, shall  proceed  and  take  its  effects,  and  that  origi- 
nal writs  and  process  in  the  law,  for  debts  and  demands, 
may  be  issued  and  carried  on,  notwithstanding  this  act, 
or  any  thing  herein  contained;  and  that  all  other  civil 
and  lawful  business  and  actings  be  done  and  performed 
\n  the  manner  practised  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act- 
as  far  as  the  present  condition  of  the  state  will  admit,  so 
as  that  the  exercise  of  the  authority  aud  jurisdiction 


hereby  given  and  granted,  to  the  said  Council  of  Safety, 
or  the  authority  given  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil, by  act  of  General  Assembly,  passed  this  present 
year,  entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  the  Supreme  Exec- 
utive Council,  of  this  Common-Wealth,  to  provide  for 
the  security  thereof  in  special  cases,  where  no  provision 
is  already  made  by  law,"  be  not  obstructed  or  ques- 
.  tiotied. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  meiribers  of  the  said  Executive  Council,  and 
the  said  John  Bayard,  Jonathan  Sergeant,  Jonathan  B. 
Smith,  David  Rittenhouse,  Joseph  Gardner,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Christopher  Marshall,  James  Smith,  of  York- 
Town,  Jacob  Orndt,  Cui  tis  Grubb,  James  Cannon,  and 
William  Henry,  of  Lancaster,  or  any  other  persons  act- 
ing'under  their  authority,  in  the  premises,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter  be  liable  to  any 
suit,  action,  or  prosecution,  for  an}'  thing-  done  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  or  the  powers  hereby  given  and 
granted;  but  that  they  and  each  of  them,  shall  be  col- 
lectively and  severally  indemnified,  saved  iiarmless  and 
discharg-ed  of  the  same,  and  that  all  such  suits,  actions 
and  prosecutions  shall  be  barred,  ahated  and  disconti- 
nued  by  the  court,  before  whom  the  proceedings  shall 
be  broutjht. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  state  may 
at  any  time,  during-  the  continuance  of  the  powers  and 
authorities  hereby  granted,by  proclamation  orother  pub- 
lic act,  renounce,  determine,  and  extinguish  the  same 
and  every  part  thereof,  and  that  thereupon  the  said 
powers,  and  every  of  them  shall  cease  and  become  void^ 
and  be  no  longer  exercised  or  enforced. 

Provided,  lastly,  that  the  powers  hereby  given  and  en- 
trusted, to  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  shall  continue  and 
remain  in  force  (unless  otherwise  sooner  determined)  to 
the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  General  Assembly,  and  no 
longer. 

Enacted  into  a  law,  on  Monday  the  15ih  day  of  Octo- 
ber, A.D.  1777. 

JOHN  BAYARD,  Speaker. 
John  Monnis,  Jun.  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

WE,  therefore,  the  members  of  the  said  Council  of 
Safety,  being  convened,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of 
General  Assembly,  do  give  this  public  notice  of  our  said 
apjjointment,  hereby  requiring  all  manner  of  persons,, 
as  well  officers  civil  and  military,  as  others,  to  govern 
themselves  according  to  the  just  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  the  necessary  provisions  which  have  or  shall 
be  made  for  the  protection  thereof,  in  this  time  of  pub- 
lic danger  and  calamity.    We  do  also  most  expressly 
charge  and  require  that  all  persons  do  utterly  forbear 
from  furnishing  the  armies  or  fleets  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  with  provisions,  or  other  necessaries,  or  aid, 
and  from  transporting  or  carrying  the  same  provisions  or 
other  necessaries  aforesaid,  to  any  city,  town  or  place, 
in  the  power  or  possession  of  the  said  fleet  or  armies, 
most  earnestly  intreating  them  to  save  us  the  irksome 
task  of  punishing  them  with  immediate  death,  as  their 
crimes  deserve.    And  we  do  most  solemnly  command 
all  forestallers  and  ingrossers  of  provisions,  and  other 
necessaries,  by  whose   most  horrible  and  pernicious 
practices  and  examples  we  are  threatened  with  want, 
in  the  midst  of  plenty,  that  they  do  wholly  cease  and 
abstain  from  preying  on  the  necessitous,  abusing  the 
public  and  aggravating  the  distresses  of  their  countrj''j 
lest  they  be  overtakfen  in  their  iniquities,  and  dealt 
with  according  to  their  demerits;  and  it  is  recommended 
to  all  persons,  possessed  of  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries, cautiously  to  avoid  selling  the  same  to  such  fore- 
stallers and  engrossers,  but  to  dispose  of  them  for  the 
use  of  the  American  army,  or  to  persons  who  may  be  in 
want  of  them,  for  their  own  immediate  use,  at  a  reason- 
able price,  otherwise  this  council  must  interpose  their 
authority  to  prevent  and  redress  such  abuses.    And  all 
the  good  people  of  this  common-wealth  are  called  upon 
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and  invited  to  join  with  us  in  the  most  speedy  and  vi- 
gorous exertions,  for  rescuing  this  state  from  the  tyran- 
ny, devastation  and  oppression  of  her  cruel  enemies, 
that  we  may  again  see  good  days,  and  enjoy  the  inesti- 
mable blessings  of  liberty  and  peace. 

Given  at  Lancaster,  the  seventeenth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven. 

By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jun.  President. 
[Handbill — Printed  at  Lancaster. 


'  PRICES  OF  PROVISIOJifS. 

CommitteerRoomf  June  6,  1779. 

Agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  the  last  General  Town 
Meeting,  for  lowering  the  prices  month  by  month, 
the  following'  list  of  several  articles,  and  the  prices  they 
bore  on  the  first  day  of  April  last,  is  published  for  the 
guidance  of  buyer  and  seller,  for  the  month  of  July,  and 
to  commence  on  the  first  day  thereof. 

And  the  several  dealers  and  others  are  likewise  desi- 
red to  take  notice,  that  if  any  article  or  articles,  wheth- 
er mentioned  in  this  list  or  shall,  after  the  first  of  July, 
be  charged  higher  than  the  same  was  charged  cn  the 
first  day  of  April  last,  that  such  person  or  persons  will, 
on  detection,  be  proceeded  against  in  the  same  manneV 
as  if  such  article  or  aillcles  was  herein  mentioned  a;-.d 
limited. 

And  it  is  furthermore  intended  that  the  regulations 
do  take  place  as  well  in  the  Markets  as  the  shops,  of 
which  all  persons,  as  well  buyers  and  sellers,  are  desi- 
red to  take  notice,  and  abide  the  consequences. 

And  whereas  murmurings  and  discontentshave  arisen, 
respecting  the  price  of  butter.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  inhabitant  of  this  city  shall  give 
more  than  Fifteen  Shillings  for  a  pound  of  butter,  such 
person  or  persons  so  purchasing-,  whether  man  or  wo- 
-man,  shall  either  be  summoned  to  appear  at  the  next 
Town  Meeting,  or  pay  Twenty  Shillings  into  the  hands 
of  this  Committee,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor;  one  half  thereof  to  the  poor  of  this  city,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  township  where  the  seller 
of  such  butter  shall  live. 

Prices  of  the  following  .Rrticles  on  the  first  of  Jipril, 
which  are  to  continue  for  the  month  of  July. 

WHOLES-iLE.  • 


s.  d. 
15  0 
17  6 
10  0 


per  lb. 
do 
do 

10  0  from  61.  to 
0  0 


6    5  0 


Coffee    per  lb, 
Chccclate,  do 
BoheaTea,  do 
Com.  Green, do 
Best  Hyson,  do  15 
West  India  Rum, 

per  gallon. 
Country    do  ,     "  .  4  10  0 
French     do  4  10  0 

Madeira  Wine,-  per  gal. 
Muscovado  Sugar,  from  > 

70/.  to  95/.  percwt.  5 
Loaf  Sugar,  from  42s, 

6c?.  to  50s.  per  lb. 
Rice 

French  Indigo,  per  lb.  2 
Carolina  do  2 

Black  Tepper,  1 
Cotton,  from  40s. 
Hemp, 
Candies, 
Best  Hard  Soap, 
Butter, 

Bloomery  Bar  Iron  per  ton. 
Refined  do  700/. 
Nail  Rod  Iron,  1000/. 
Sheet  Iron,  per  lb.  12s. 
Best  dintle  soal  leather,  per  pound, 
Neats  leather,  bv  the  side, 
Vol.  III.'  26 


/.   S.  d. 

16  0 
0  0 
15  0 
10  0 
0  0 


6  12  6 


4 
4 
10 


15 
15 
0 


from  15s.  to  20s.  perlb. 

from  47s.  6d.  to  52s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

OS.  p 
60s. 
45s. 
42s. 
45s.  to  60s. 
8s. 

14s.  6f7.  15s. 
10s.  6d.  12s.  6c?. 
15s. 

500/.  per  cwt.  28/. 


lb. 


15  0 
0  0 
17  6 
to  55s. 


per  lb 


38/. 
55/. 

155. 

20s. 
150s. 


A  calf-skin  that  will  cut  4  pair  of  shoes,  lo0.s. 
Best  boot  legs,  per  pair,  180s.   -  -. 

Harness  Leather ,.per  ;)ound,  20s. 
Bridle  <liLto,  ■  per  side,  150s. 
Boots,  per  pair,  from  37/.  to  40/.  ',v' 

Men's  best  leather  shoes,  from  135s.  to  150s. 
Women's  shoes,  120s. 

The  Committee  have  continued  the  price  of  flour, 
middlings,  &c.  the  same  as  on  tlie  last  month,  and  are 
happy  to  inform  the  public,  that  the  price  of  molasses 
and  the  various  kinds  of  salt  are  at  present  lower  than 
on  the  first  of  April,  and  the  committee  e.xpect  they 
will  not  be  raised  higher  than  at  present. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 
■  "  ■  .'  WILLIAM  HENRY,  Chairman. 

Comnuiice-Poom,  June  26,  17/9. 
_  Whereas,  under  pretencfl  of  supplying  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  countr}',  great  quantities  of  goods  are 
daily  removed  from  this  city,  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, with  a  design  of  concealment,  in  order  to  produce 
.a  scarcit}-.  Therefore, 

Pesolved,  Th.at  if  any  goods,  exceeding  the  value  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  be  removed  or  offered  io  be  re- 
moved from  this  city,  without  first  obtaining  a  permit 
from  this  committee;  suchgoods  so  removed  or  oflered 
to  be  removed,  sbiill,  on  detection,  be  detained  under 
the  care  of  the  Committee,  until  the  next  Town  Meet- 
ing, and  the  owner  to  abide  the  consequences. 

S'gned  by  order  of  the  Committee, 
-.  V  ;         WILLIAM  HENRY,  Chairman.  , 

[Ibid—Phila. 


MEBICAIi  COMMENCEiVIENT.S, 

JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

A  commencement  for  conferring  Medical  Degreep, 
was  held  in  the  Medical  Class  Room  of  this  institution,  on 
Wednesday,  March  11,  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  attended 
by  a  large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  cer- 
emonies of  the  occasion  were  preceded  by  an  impres- 
sive prayer  by  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Livingston,  one  of  the 
Trustees  attending  to  confer  degrees.  These  v/ere  then 
conferred  by  the  Rev.Dr.Ashbel  Green,  on  twenty-three 
young  gentlemen,  and  conditionally  on  tu'o  others,  ma- 
kinga  total  of  twentj  -Sve, whose  names  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed. After  which  an  appropriate  addre-sswas  de!i\  ered  ' 
to  the  Graduates  b_y  Dr.  Rhees,  the  Professor  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  Medicine  and  Medi'.  aV  Jurisprudence. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  graduates,  and  the  titles 
of  their  Inaugur.al  Theses: 

Pennsylvania — 14. 


Washington  L.  Atlee 
Obed  Saily, 
James  M'Clintock, 
Jolm  W.  C.  Evans, 
William  Gallaher, 
Jesse  Gilbert, 

Thomas  O.  Goldsmith, 


Augustus  A.  De  Haven, 
Joseph  Hickman, 
Benjamin  Mears,  .Tr.. 
James  B.  M'Nair, 
John  Purdue,  Jr. 
W'illlam  Sharpe, 
Thos. Jefferson  Vastine, 


John  R.  Sickler, 
S.  W^  Corbin, 
Rollin  Sprague, 
K  endall  Davis, 


On  Parothis  Gangrenosa,  . 
On  Dysentery. 
On  Dj  smenorrhcea. 
On  the  x\garic  of  the  Larch 
On  Cholera  Morbus. 
On  MusciE  Volitantcs. 
On  the  Scrofulous  Disease 
of  the  I>3"mphatic  Glands. 
On  the  cause  of  Sleep. 
On  Scrofula. 
On  Artificial  Joints. 
On  Intermittent  Fever. 
On  Dyspepsia. 
On  Intestinal  Irritation. 
On  Acute  Enteritis. 
New  Jersey — 1 . 

On  Brucia,  or  Brucine.  .. 
New  York—1.  '  '■»■ 

C  On  Chronic  Inflammation  of 
<_     Fauces  and  Laiynx. 
Connecticut — 1. 

On  Indigestion. 
New  Hampshire — 1. 

On    Diseases   of  the  Hip 
Joint, 
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Rene  Bedard, 
J.  C.  Fournier, 


CEs 

I 


Massacliusetts — 2. 
Stephen  Bates,  On  Purg-atlve  Medicines, 

Benjamin  Sheldon,  On  Femero  Coxalgia. 

Canada — 2. 

^^ssai  sm-  reffet  de  I'lode, 
dans  le  traitroent  du  goi- 
tre. 

Essai  sur  les  fkurs  blanc. 
Maryland — 2. 
James  William  Scanlan,      On  Aneurism. 
William  H.  Oldham,  On  Scrofula.  ■  ' ■ 

Nm-lh  Carolina— \.         :    _      .  -  , 
Hamilton  Tajlor,  On  Acute  Hepatitis.  " 

By  order, 
WILLIAM  P.  C.  BARTON,  Dean. 
The  Class  in  attendance  during-  the  course  consisted 
of  112— of  whom  108  were  matriculates  and  4  were 
graduates.      The  students  were  from  the  following 
states,  viz. 


Pennsylvania 
New  Jersey 
Delaware 
Maryland 

District  of  Columbia 
Ohio 

Massachusetts 
North  Carolina 
Connecticut 


71* 
12 

3 

2 

1 

3t 
3 

2* 


Rhode  Island 
New  York 
Georgia 

New  Hampshire 
Canada 
West  Indies 
Missouri 

Total  class 


fl  do.     41  do.     §  1  do. 


-  1 

2 

■  2 
1 

3 

2§ 

1 

1121 
-113,  thir 


•  1  Graduate, 
course  Students, 

There  have  graduated  at  this  College  since  its  organ- 
ization, as  follows 


Israel  B.  Bradley 

,ewis  Drake 
Charles  Higbce, 

Allison  Ely  Perrine 

Ihibert  J.  Woodruff 
James  S.  Carpenter 
John  H.  Blackwell 

Joab  W.  Hunt 

Richard  K.  H.  Sims 

Savnuel  Maclay  ' ' 
Robert  R.  DorsCy 

Daniel  I.achenour 
Martin  Weaver 
Hugh  Meredith 
Richard  Maris 
Thomas  Pritner 
Samuel  C .  Mcrwin 
Esaias  Kinzer 
George  Thomas 
Henry  B.  Dietrich 
William  Ilinehart 
William  L.  Sterigere 
Geoi'ge  Halberstadt 


FHOSI 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

New  York  '■' 

Kentucky 

Massachusetts  ' 

Vermont  '  : 

Connecticut 

South  Carolina 

Ireland  > 

Mississippi         '  .  - 

Delaware 

Ohio  :  ■    !  ; 

"  Virginia  ' 
Maine 

Rhode  Island 
West  Indies  (Cuba) 
-  New  Hanipshire 
Canada 

Nortii  Carolina 
Maryland 


1826 
11 
■2 
1 
1 
1 

'  .  1.^ 

l; 

1" 

1 

.  Q 
0 
•  0 

-  .0  - 
.'■6 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

20 


1827 
20 
2 
2 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
1 

•  2^ 
1 
1 

1  ■ 
1 

0 

0 

0 

0- 

0 

34 


1828 
14 
.  3 
0 

■  •  0  - 
■  0. 
3  . 
2 
0 
0 
Q 
0,. 
0 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

25 


1829 
14 
1 

'  1 

:  ■  0 
■  2 
0 

1 

0 

-■  0 
0 
0 
0 
.  0 
.  0 
0 
0 

1 

2 
1 
2 

25 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
At  a  Medical  Commencement,  held  March  21st  1829, 
in  the  Saloon  of  the  Masonic  Hall,  Chesnut  street,  the 
De-^ree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  the 
following  Gentlemen,  who  had  passed  tlieir  examina- 
tions by  the  Medical  Faculty. 

NAMES.  SUBJECT  OF  TUESIS. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Edward  L.  Brown  Causes  of  Malig.  Epidemics 

Island  of  Cuba. 
Joseph  M.  Urquiola  Menstruation. 

Rhode  Island. 
Alexander  p.  Moore  Rubeola. 

N'hv  York. 

Puerperal  Fever. 
Connecticut.  -  ■ 

Spina  Bifida- 

Influence  of  diet,  dress,  and 
amusement  upon  health. 


Joseph  Peace  " 
James  C.  Kennedy 
Charles  Huffnagle 
David  M.  Fort 
Diller  Luther 
Joshua Y.  Jones 
William  Irvin 
John  J.  White 
John  Vaughan  Smith 
Edward  H.  Glentvvorth 
William  N.  Johnson 
Joseph  Togno 
Charles  Fronefield 
Henry  Lippincott 
Joseph  M.  Heister 
Charles  W.  Duffidd 
Robert  R.  Reed 

Henry  Pettit 
Horatio  N.  Morris 
Samuel  J.  Hobson 
George  Powell 
Ralph  Hammersly 
Amos  Pennebaker, 
Adam  Torrence 
Columbus  C.  Conwell 

Samuel  Murphey 
Thomas  F.  Dale 

Henry  Gibbons 


Gilbert  S.  Fowler 

Josiah  Barnes 
Caleb  Tick  nor 


SUBJECT  OF  TUESIS. 

Maine. 

Caesarean  Operation. 
New  Jersey. 

Trachltis. 

Medical  Electricity,  Galvan- 
ism and  Magnetism. 
Accidental  Ijterine  Hjemor- 

rhage. 
Cause  of  Y''ellovv  Fever. 
Hepatitis. 

Morbid  effects  of  drinking 

cold  water. 
Dysenteiy. 
Pennsylvania. 

Non-existence  of  Syphilitic 

Virus. 
Intermittent  Fever. 
Efficacy  of  rest  in  injuries  of 

the  Knee. 
Ptyalism. 
Dysentery. 
Iletrocedent  Gout. 
Articular  Affections.  _ 
Lead  Disease. 
Generation. 

Position  in  Surgical  diseases 
Influence  of  Habit. 
Hemoptysis. 
Hepatitis. 
Angina  Pectoris. 
Structure  and  Pathology  of 

Mucous  Membranes. 
Delirium  Tremens. 
Trachitis. 
Dyspepsia. 
Cholera  Morbus. 
Caries  of  the  Spine. 
'J'yphus  Fever. 
Gastritis. 
Circulation. 
Gastritis. 
Jau  ndice. 

Music  in  Mental  Diseases. 
Endosmosis  and  Exosmosis. 
Scrofula. 
Haemoptysis. 
Passions. 
Hjemoptysis. 

Vital  Functions    and  Me- 
chanical force. 
Hydrocephalus. 
Digestion. 
Iodine. 
Erysipelas. 
Metastasis 
Respiration. 
Caries  of  the  Spine. 
Vegetable  Chemistry. 
Delaware. 

Hepatitii. 

Diseases  of  the  Alimentary 
canal  in  Children. 


Varioloid. 
Maryland. 
Lyttleton  M.  Robertson  Menstruation. 


Albert  R.  Ober, 

Marvin  R.  Griswold, 
Orlando  Fairfax 
Joseph  E.  Cox 
James  Milton  Inge 
William  Baylor 
Cuthbert  D.  Barham 
William  H.  Edwards 
William  Henry  Shield 
James  S,  Tunstall 


Diabetes. 
Virginia. 

Dyspepsia. 

Acute  Stage  of  Dysentery 

Haemoptysis. 
Gastritis. 

Cholera  Infantum. 
H.-emoptysie. 
Cholera  Infantum. 
Hepatitis. 
Gastritis. 
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NAMES. 

(  Virginia — continued.) 
John  N.  Powell 
Benjamin  J.  Harrison 
William  SmiUi 
Peter  H.  Anderson 
George  J.  Smith 
Singleton  Jones  Cooke 


SUBJECT  OF  THESIS. 


William  E.  Hardaway 
Henry  D.  Magill 
Conway  Ilollins  Nutt 
Henry  K.  Jones 
John  G.  Williamson 
William  R.  Smith 

Nicholas  M.  Sebrell 
John  D.  Port«r 


William  P.  Morgan 


Uterine  Hemorrhage. 
Diet  in  Convalescence. 
Tic  Doloreux 
Tyjjhoid  Fever  of  Amelia. 
Gastro  Enteritis. 
Mechanism  and  Physiology 

of  the  Human  Head. 
Gonorrhea  Virulenla. 
Hemoptysis. 
Bronchocele.  ^  ■  ■  . 
Dysentery. 
Epileps}^ 

Anatomy  and  Functions  of 

the  skin. 
Enteritis. 

Bilious  diseases  of  Rappa- 
hannock. 
North  Carolina.  •  -. 

Michael  D.  Donnellan  Effects  of  CoM.  -  :  > 
Milo  A  Giles  Syphilis.  "'• 

Small  Pox,  and  causes  of 
failure  in  Vaccination. 
Nicholas'L.  B.  Smith  Dysenteria. 
John  Wesley  Potts  Med.  topography,  &  autum- 

..  -  nal  fever  of  Washington, 

N.'C. 

Thomas  Davis  Dysentery.         •  ^ 

South  Carolina        .      "  .  ■ 
William  G.  Adams  Chronic  Dysentery. 

Solomon  Etting  Myers  Dyspepsia. 
Thomas  Hunt  Pathology  of  Jaundice. 

Albert  G  Goodwyn  Haemoptysis. 
Joel  R  Adams  Hemorrhoids 
Martin  Philips  Icterus. 

Alabama.  ■' 
Fleming  Jordan.  Hepatitis. 
Henry  S.  Levert  Metallic  ligature  of  Arteries. 

Georgia. 

Augustine  Owen  Acute  Bronchitis. 

Clark  D.  Parks  Effects  of  Cold. 

Thomas  W.  Ingraham         Sanguiferous  Circulation. 
John  B.  Wiley  Cold  and  Heat  as  Causes  of 

Disease. 

District  of  Columbia.     .;■     .  .  .m  ^- • 
Thomas  Miller,  Jr.  Jaundice.  '        .  " 

Kentuchy.       .         <  • 

Norborne  A.  Gait,  Idiopathic  Dyspepsia. 

Ohio. 

Edson  B.  Olds,  Secale  Cornutum. 

Joab  Wright,  Medicinal  qualities  of  water. 

Louisiana. 

Edward  R.  Chew,  Strictures  of  the  Urethra. 

Frederick  N.  Ogden,         Gun-shot  Wounds  of  Intes- 
tines. 

, : -. ,  \  .-,  '  .Tennessee. 
Robert  H.  Rivers,  Hsmorrhoids- 
(107  aggregate.) 

W.  E.  HORNER,  Dean. 
RECAPITULATION. 


Medical  Students— Course  1828-29 


Nova  Scotia.   1 

Island  of  Cuba  i . .  1 

Rhode  Island   1 

New  York   1 

Connecticut  2 

Maine   1 

New  Jersey   7 

Pennsylvania   ..40 

Delaware   3 

Maryland.   2 

Virginia...   23 


Canada   2 

Nova  Scotia   1 

Maine   1 

Massachusetts   1 

Connecticut   2 

Rhode  Island  4 

New  York   6 

New  Jersey   22 

Pennsylvania  147 

Delaware   8 

Maryland   9 

Virginia  88 

Carried  up   291 


Brought  up  291 

North  Carolina   16 

South  Carolina. .......  8 

Georgia....   12 

Kentucky   4 

Tennessee   3 

Ohio   5 

Alabama   6 

Louisiana   5 

District  of  Columbia.  .  4 

Mississippi   1 

U.  S.  Navy   5 

Cuba   2 


Total   362 

Total  number  of  Graduates  this  year.- 

University  107       '  - 

JeffersonCollege   .•  25 


North  Carolina.   6 

South  Carolina   6 

Alabama   2 

Georgia   4 

District  of  Columbia   1 

Kentucky   1 

Ohio   2 

Louisiana   2 

Tennessee   1 


Total, 


107 


132    ^  - 

'  Total  attending  the  Lectures  r/ 1 828-29. 

■  .    .  ,    "    University   ...362 

'  ;  Jefferson  College  112 

-      '    474 

[For  the  number  of  medical  Graduates  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  for  each  year  from  1791  to  1828,as 
also  for  the  number  of  students  attending  each  course 
of  Lectures  from  1816  to  1828  see  Register  volumn  2d, 
page  112.]  -  ^ 

NEW  1VIEI5ICAL  KALL.  ;  , 

On  the  same  occasion  the  corner-ei  one  of  the  new 

Medical  Hall  was  laid,  and  an  inscription  to  the  following 

effect,  along  with  the  list  of  Graduates,  was  deposited; 

a  suitable  Address  being  delivered  to  the  graduates  and 

to  the  public,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  by  the  Rev.  William 

H.  Delakcet,  D.D.  Provost,  &.C. : — 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Trustees.  :'  . 

The  Governor  of  the  State,Nichol.-is  Blddle.  ' 
ex  officio.  President  ofZacchcus  Collins, 
the  Board.  Peter  S.  Duponceau,  LL.D. 

Rt. Rev.  William  Whlte,D  D. Charles  Cliaunccy. 

Edward  Burd  Joseph  Hopkinson,  LL.  D. 

William  Rawle,  LL.D.      Joseph  R.  Ingersoll. 

Benjamin  R.  Morgan.         Rev. Philip  F.Mayer,  D.D. 

James  Gibson.  Philip  H.  Nicklin. 

Horace  Binney,  LL.  D.       Rt.  Rev  Henry  U.  Onder- 

William  Meredith.  donk,  D.D. 

Benjamin  Chew.  John  C.  Lowber. 

Rev.James  P. Wilson.D.D.  Robert  Walsh,  Jr.  LL.D. 

Robert  AVahi.  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Skinner, 

John  Sergeant,  LL.  D.  D.D. 

Thomas  Cadwalader.         Joseph  Reed,  Secretary. 

Professors  in  the  Collegiate  Department. 

The  Rev. William  H.Delancey,  D.D.,  .Provost  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Moral  Philosophy. 

Robert  Adraln,  LL,  D.,  Vice- Provost t  and  Professor  of 
Mathematics . 

The  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Wylie,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Lan- 
guages. 

Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Natural 

Philosophy  a7id  Chemistry. 
The  Rev.  Edward  Rutledge,  A.  M.,  .Assistant  Profes- 
sor of  Moral  Philosophy. 

Professors  in  the  Medical  Department. 
Philip  SyngPhysick,  M  l).  Professor  of  .Snrlomy. 
Nathaniel  Chapman,  M.D.       "       of  the  Institutes 

Practice  of  Physic  and 
.  ■      _  Clinical  Medicine, 
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^Villiam  Gibson,         M.D.        "       of  Surgery. 

John  Redman  Coxe,  M.D,       "       of  Materia  Medica 

and  Fharmacy . 

Robert  Hare,  M.D.        "       of  Chemistry. 

Thomas  C.  James,     M.D,-      "       of  Midwifery . 

V/illiam  E.  Horner,  M.D.  Mjt.Prof  of  .Unatomy. 

"William  P.  Dev.'ces,  M.D.    "       "     of  Midwifery. 

Samuel  Jackson,  Jssistcint  to  the  Professor  of  the  Insti- 
tutes and  Practice  of  Physic,  and  of 
Clinical  Medicine. 
-    ■  William  E.  Hodxeh,  Dean. 

j\.ndrew  Jackson,  President~) 
John  C.  Calhoun,    Vice-President\.  of  tlie  United  States. 
John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice^ 

John  Andrew  Shulze,  Governor')  of  the  Commonwealth 
-John  B.  Gibson,    Chief  Justice),     of  Pennsylvania. 
Georg-e  M.  Dallas,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

This  Inscription,  deposited  March  the  twenty-first, 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eig'bt  hundred  and  twenty-nine, 
commemorates  the  laying-  of  the  Corner-stone  of  the 
Ne\r  Medical  Hall,  fif'iy-four  years  after  the  original  or- 
ganization of  the  Medical  Taculty  by  Drs.  Mor'g-an  and 
Ship]5en .  The  Institution  having-  in  the  mean  time  con- 
ferred the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  upon  upwards 
of  two  thousand  Gentlemen  educated  within  its  walls, 
who  dispersed  in  diilerent  quarters  of  the  United 
Statcs.have  thus  extended  the  blessings  of  sound  Medi- 
cal Instruction,  and  in  many  instances  organizing  them- 
selves into  new  Schools  of  Medicine,  have  thus  made 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  the  Parent  of  Medical 
Science  in  the  United  States. 

Architect,  Williaji  Sthickiand. 

Stone-cutter,  John  Strothehs, 

Bricklayer,  Dakieo.  Groves, 

Carpenter,  John-  O'Neil. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University,  held 
on  Saturday  evening  Solomon  AV.  Conrad  was  elected 
Professor  of  Botany  in  that  institution. 


AGRICUI^JURAJL,  MEETING 

RESPECTING   POTATOES   AND  BARLEr. 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  Farmers  of 
■  the  townships  of  Oxford,  Lou  er  Dublin,  Byberry,  and 
Morel-.uid,  held  at  tlie  house  of  Benjamin  .Snyder,  in 
Bustleton,  agreeably  to  a  notice  of  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, Jacob  Shearer,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Edmund  Green  appointed  Seci-etary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  being  stated,  from  the 
Chair,  to  take  into  consideration  the  present  prices  of 
produce  and  the  future  prospects  of  the  Agriculturists, 
and  to  invite  the  attention  of  these  concerned  to  the 
.subject  of  the  increasing  and  direct  interference  in  our 
domestic  market,  by  the  importation,  particularly  of 
Bai  ley  and  Potatoes  from  foreign  countries.  Onmotion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed, 
consisting  of  George  Breck,  Samuel  Swift,  John  H. 
Gibson,  T.  J.  Baird,  G.  H.  Walker,  Franklin  Comley, 
and  Edmund  Green,  to  draft  a  preamble  and  resolutions 
tobe  submitted  to  an  adjourned  Meeting,  to  be  held  at 
the  house  of  B.  Snyder,  in  Bustleton,  on  the  2d  Monday 
in  January,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 

Resolve'd,  I'hat  the  proceedings  of  tills  m.eeting  be 
published. 

(Signed)  JACOB  SHEARER,  Chairman. 

'     E.  Green,.  Secretary. 

Whereas,  At  a  tneetlngof  Agriculturists  of  the  Town- 
ships of  Oxford,  I-ower  Dublin,  Byberry,  and  Moreland, 
Philadelphia  county,  convened  at  Bustleton, on  Monday, 
the  22d  of  December  last,  agreeably  to  public  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  expe- 
diency of  excitingfarmera generally  in  the  United  States, 
who  may  fee!  interested,  to  petition  Congress  for  a  fur- 


ther protection  of  Potatoes  and  Barley  of  Domestic 
growth,  a  Committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  prepare 
and  draft  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  to 
an  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  same  place,  on 
Monday  the  12th  January.  In  pursuance  of  this  trust, 
the  said  committee,  having  met,  and  taken  the  subject 
into  consideration.  Report: 

A,t  this  moment,  when,  with  one  exception,  peace 
pervades  the  world,  and  all  civilized  nations  use  exer- 
tions to  foster  the  industry  of  their  own  citizens,  we 
should  ill  deserve  to  i-ank  among  them,  if  we  dlsreg-ard- 
ed  interests  so  manifestly  connected  with  a  prosperous 
condition  of  society  as  those  of  Agriculture.  While  all 
Europe,  and  portions  of  the  American  continent,  ne- 
glected necessarily  tlie  cultivation  ot  the  earth,  to  en- 
dure the  privations  and  desolation  of  war,  the  agricul- 
turists of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  an  in- 
creased demand  for  their  productions  abroad,  were  ena- 
bled to  flourish,  and  gave  the  means  of  profitable  com- 
merce and  industry  to  the  merchant;  receiving-  advan- 
tages which  are  at  present  withheld,  • 

The  condition  of  the  Farmer  now  requires  our  serious 
attention.  He  seldom  has  an  opportunity  of  speculating. 
His  pursuits  are  regular,  and  his  profits  confessedly 
'moderate.  He  has,  in  proportion  to  other  professions 
and  trades,  less  opportunities  of  increasing  his  capital, 
though  as  earnestly  occupied,  and  with  as  great  indus- 
try and  toil  as  others  evince  or  encounter.  He  is  called 
uponb}'  the  claims  of  his  family,  of  Interest,  of  ambition 
and  jiatriotism,  to  uphold  those  arrangements  best  calcu- 
lated to  improve  and  encourage  an  occupation  of  the 
first  importance  to  his  country,  himself,  his  pride,  and 
his  hopes;  and  in  considering  the  vast  number  of  his 
fellow  citizens  actually  concerned  with  him  in  the  pro- 
motion of  such  objects,  he  may  fairly  defend  himself 
from  merely  selfish  views,  and  refer  the  advantages  he 
claims  to  one  genei-al  Interest. 

We  perceive  many  articles  capable  of  employing  ad- 
vantageously the  soil  and  capital  of  our  counti-y,  as  well 
as  the  ability  and  industry  of  our  population,  at  lower 
rates  of  duty  than  consists  with  the  interests  of  the  far- 
mer at  certain  seasons,  when  short  crops  scarcely  re- 
compense him,  even  with  augmented  prices,  for  his 
latour  and  expenses;  and  we  desire  the  aid  afforded  to 
other  branches  of  industry,  to  assist  him  to  attain  both 
skill  and  capital,  which  his  energy  and  disposition  in- 
cite him  to  arrive  at. 

The  numerous  canals  and  rail-roads,  and  the  general 
facilities  for  transportation  now  adopted,  will  aid  in  re- 
ducing the  price  of  agricultural  produce,  bringing  into 
competition  various  articles  from  distant  parts  of  this 
state,  and  our  sister  states,  sufficient  to  supply  the  de- 
mand in  our  markets,  without  reference  to  foreign  coun- 
tries for  productions  capable  of  being  immediately  and 
abundantly  provided  at  home;  and  if  protection,  by 
duties  upon  foreign  products,  is  afforded  to  any  portion 
of  our  citizens,  we  consider  the  farmer,  personally  en- 
gaged in  the  most  laborious  duties,  with  high  wages  to 
pay,  and  in  comparison,  small  farms,  fairly  entitled  to 
eqiud  consideration. 

In  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  labour  in  the  ag- 
ricultural districts  of  this  countr3',  and  our  mild  and  eco- 
nomical system  of  government,  the  expenses  of  the  la- 
bourer, for  the  supplies  of  his  family,  are  greater  than 
probably  those  of  any  other  in  the  world.  He  is  ena- 
bled to  purchase  abundantly,  not  only  comforts  and 
necessaries  produced  by  the  soils  of  our  own  land,  but 
to  aid  the  revenue  by  a  large  consumption  of  foreign 
goods.  Thus  the  high  prices  given  for  labour,  should 
aid,  ultimately,  the  agriculturist,  who  vends  at  a  home 
market  larger  supplies  of  food,  and  enables  the  labour- 
ing man  to  enjoy  an  abundance  which  is  the  astonish- 
ment of  strangers,  and  we  hope  will  long  be  our  pride. 
Let  us,  as  Americans,  exult  that  the  consumption  even 
of  the  luxuries  of  life,  by  the  poorest  people  of  our 
country  exceeds  by  far,  that,  where  capital  and  wages 
are  at  a  much  lower  rate.    We  would  draw  a  corclii- 
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sion,  that  if  the  foreig'ii  labourer,  who  compared  with 
oar  own  is  generally  badly  paid  and  poorly  fed,  is  al- 
lowed, (for  want  of  sufficient  protection  by  duties  in 
certain  seasons,)  to  compete  with  our  agriculturist,  it 
may  reduce  our  condition  more  to  a  level  with  theirs, 
and  will  not  assist  them. 

The  demand  in  this  country  for  ever}'  article  of  con- 
sumption continues  so  regular,  from  the  g-ood  Vv'ages 
which  labour  receives,  moderate  taxes,  and  the  habits 
of  comfort  in  which  the  people  constantly  indulge,  that 
there  is  an  advance  of  from  100  to  300  percent,  (from 
25  cents  to  $1  00)  in  the  value  of  a  bushel  of  potatoes,- 
according  to  the  scarcity  of  the  crop;  and  in  barley 
there  is  a  difference  of  150  per  cent,  per  bushel  in  price, 
according  to  the  season — which  aids  the  foreigner  to 
introduce,  at  the  present  rates  of  duty;  his  pro- 
duce, to  our  disadvantage,  when  the  crops  are  deficient. 
We  would  more  willing'Iy  that  there  should  be  a  reduc- 
tion of  this  scale  of  prices  by  competitibn  among  our- 
selves, than  permit  such  interference,  in  certain  years, 
when  the  farmer  particularly  needs  assistance  from 
those  he  has  supplied,  in  abundant  seasons,  at  the  low- 
est rates.  Therefore 

1.  Resolved,  That  to  dissipate  the  possible  character 
of  presumption,  from  the  smallness  of  the  district  origi- 
nating this  weighty  and  national  concern,  we  with  all 
deference  allege,  that  the  impulse  mu.st  come  from  some 
quarter,  and  that  we  would  have  been  more  willing  to 
have  followed  a  larger  and  more  interested  portion  of 
«ur  fellow  labourers  than  to  have  preceded  them. 

2.  Resolved,  That  viewing  our  efforts  but  as  prepara- 
tory in  effecting  the  contemplated  purpose,  we  feel  lit- 
tle doubt  of  its  accomplishment,  if  farmers  Avill  assist  it 
with  that  unanimity  which  is  important  to  produce  con- 
viction in  the  minds  of  those  entrusted  with  national  ob- 
jects of  legislation. 

_  3.  Resolved,  That  from  the  exemplary  acquiescence 
of  agriculturists  in  the  constantly  increasing  duties,  im- 
posed for  the  protection  of  manufactures  and  mechanic 
employments  general!}',  this  meeting-  is  emboldened 
to  look  for  no  opposition  to  tlieir  views,  but  rather  a 
hearty  and  liberal  concurrence. 

4.  Resolved,  That  as  we  perceive  the  subject  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  agricultural  community  en- 
larges mucli  as  we  consider  it,  and  that  it  appears  to  at- 
tract an  attention  which  we  hoped  to  excite,  tliat  we 
invite  the  Farmers  and  Graziers  of  the  County  of  Phila- 
delphia generally,  and  any  others  inclined  to  meet  us 
from  other  counties,  to  meet  in  Germanto  wn  at  the  house 
of  John  M.  Bockus,  this  day,  the  16th  inst,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  to  join  with  us  in  the  free  discussion  of  subjects 
connected  with  the  interests  of  our  profession. 

5.  Resolved,  Tliat  a  committee  of  seven,  viz.  George 
Breck,  John  H.  Gibbon,  Thomas  J.  Baird,  Samuel 
Swift,  G.  H.  Walker,  Edmund  Green,  and  Benjamin 
Walmsly,  be  appointed  to  give  a  statement,  at  a  county 
meeting,  of  the  original  purpose  and  progress  of  this 
meeting;  and  that  it  be  desired  to  collect  any  further 
information  which  may  be  acceptable. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  minutes  of  this  and  the  preced- 
ing meeting  be  distributed  in  a  circular  form,  and  that 
we  solicit  Editors  of  newspapers,  friendly  to  Agricul- 
ture, to  give  publicity  to  our  proceedings. 

JACOB  SHEARER,  Chairman. 
Edmund  Greex,  Secretary. 


FLOUR  AND  MEAL. 

In  Vol.  I.  Nos.  49  and  51,  and  Vol.  II.  Nos.  1  and  3, 
of  our  Price  Current,  we  presented  to  the  commercial 
public  a  series  of  tables  exhibiting  the  Flour  and  Grain 
trade  of  this  country,  furnished  by  a  friend  who  has  paid 
attention  to  the  subject.*  We  are  now  enabled  from 
the  same  source,  to  give  a  table  of  Inspections  for  1828, 
compared  w  ith  those  of  preceding  years  back  to  1822. 

*See  Register,  vol.  I,  p.  45,  182,  334. 


Those  who  desire  to  extend  the  comparison  further  are 
referred  to  the  table  in  Vol.  1,  No.  51. 
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Remarks. — On  examination  of  the  above  table,  it  will 
appear  that  the  return  for  New  York  is  now  made  up  to 
31st  December,  and  not  to  15th  Februar}-,  as  formerl}', 
consequently  does  not  embrace  the  inspections  from  Jan- 
uary 1  to  February  14,  1828,  which,  we  presume, 
would  have  added  about  75,000  barrels  to  the  amount 
of  Wheat  Flour  Inspected  at  that  port.  To  the  Inspec- 
tion districts  embraced  in  the  former  fables  have  been 
added  Albany,  N.  Y.  and  Falmouth,  Va.  which  make 
together  about  80,000  barrels.  The  only  remaining  In- 
spection districts  are,  Wilmington,  Del.  Pittsburg-,  Pa. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Louisville,  Ky.  but  as  nearly  all 
of  the  Flour  exported  from  these  districts  is  included  in 
receipts  at  New  Orleans,  or  Inspections  at  other  ports, 
they  have  not  been  added.  We  reg-i-et  to  have  occa- 
sion to  observe,that  the  returns  from  Petersburg-,  Frede- 
ricksburg, and  Falmouth,  Va.  are  not  official,  but  so 
nearly  correct,  that  for  our  purpose  they  may  be  relied 
on.  We  hope,  the  Inspectors  of  those  ports  will  be 
careful  to  preserve  and  publish  regular  quarterl}'  re- 
turns in  future. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  there  has-been  a  gradual  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  Flour  Inspected,  which  in  the 
last  year  is  particularly  striking,  as  exhibited  in  this  ta- 
ble, in  relation  to  which  we  may  remark,  that  the  en- 
hanced prices  soon  after  last  harve.st  have  brought  to 
market  larger  supplies  than  usual,  especially  to  South- 
ern ports,  a  greater  proportion  of  which  having  been 
re-shipped  to  New-York  to  supply  deficiencies  at  that 
port  from  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  being  there  re- 
inspected,  has  swelled  the  aggregate  returns.  The  ac- 
tual amount  of  re-inspections  for  1828  has,  we  believe, 
exceeded  by  100,000  barrels  the  re-inspections  of  seve- 
ral years  preceding.  Phil.  Price  Current. 
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Inspections  for  the  year  1828,compared  with  1827. 

1828.  1827. 

brls. 
half  brls. 

brls.  31,295 
hhds.  8,832 
brls.  45,436 


"Wheat  Flour, 
<<  << 

Rye  Flour, 
Corn  Meal, 


314,799 
33,615 


331,740 
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20,422 
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Inspection  of  Bark  at  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  during- 
the  year  1828,  and  the  seven  proceding  years. 
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Total,  1828 
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•     .  1826 
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RE-^DijS'n,  March,  14. 
We  are  gratified  in  being  authorized  to  state,  that 
from  and  after  the  1st  of  April  next,  a  daily(instead  of  a 
tri-weekly)  mail-stage,  will  be  in  operation  from  and  to 
this  place  and  Mount  Carbon.  Our  eastern  and  west- 
ern fellow-citizens  will  thus  be  enaljled  to  visit  the  coal 
mines  of  Schuylkill  co.without  .any  detention  on  the  w.ay. 
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BEFORT  ON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, iiccompanied  with  an  abstract  relative  to  the 
instruction  of  poor  children  of  the  commonwealth. 

SEcnETARx's  Office,  7 
Harrishurg,  Februarr/28,  1829.5 

To  ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
rennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  Apiil 
last,  1  herewith  transmit  an  abstiact  of  the  reports  I'e- 
ceived  from  the  commissioners  of thirtv-one  touriiies 
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of  this  commonwealth,  relative  to  the  numbei'  of  poor 
children  instructed  at  the  public  expense  in  those  xoun- 
ties,  and  the  expense  of  their  instruction.  It  appears 
that  in  the  thirty-one  counties  from  which  reports  have 
been  received,  in  the  year  1825,  4940  poor  children  re- 
ceived instruction  in  the  common  schools,  at  an  expense 
of  $15,931  79^-  In  the  year  1826,  7,943  poor  children 
were  instructed  at  an  expense  of  §30,192  47.  In  the 
year  1827,  9,014  poorchlldrcn  were  instructed  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $25,637  35^;  and  in  the  year  1828,  up  to  the 
date  of  the  reports,  4,477  poor  children  were  instruct- 
ed at  an  expense  of  $15,067  99^-.  The  number  educat- 
ed at  Lancasterian  schools  were  in  the  year  1826,  3,950; 

1827,  4,342;  1828,  4,267. 

No  schools  on  the  Lancasterian  plan  have  been  re- 
ported, except  hy  the  commissioners  of  the  counties  of 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster.  The  number  above  stated 
to  have  been  educated  at  Lancasterian  schools,  is  in  ad- 
dition to  those  educated  at  common  schools.  In  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  the  expense  of  education  in  the 
Lancasterian  schools  is  reported  to  be  at  the  rate  of  four 
dollars  per  annum  for  each  scholar,  and  the  expense  of 
education  in  the  common  schools  at  the  rate  often  dol- 
lars per  annum  for  each  scholar.  Tlie  whole  number 
of  children  educated  at  the  public  cxp£nse,  within  the 
first  school  district  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  corapris- 
ing  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  during'  the  last 
year,  ending-  the  31st  of  December,  was,  5,0S7.  Of  this 
number  4,297  were  instructed  at  the  schools  conducted 
on  the  Lancasterian  plan,  at  an  expense  of  ^16,011  '94 
cents. 

In  the  thirty-one  counties  from  which  reports  have 
been  received,  .$86,829  62i  have  been  expended  dur- 
in.ij  the  3'ears  1825,  1826,  1827,  and  part  of  the  year 

1828,  in  the  education  of  the  poor,  exclusive  of  the  ex- 
pense of  those  educated  at  the  schools  conducted  on  the 
Lancasterian  plan.  In  the  counly  of  Lancaster,  the 
commissioners  pay  yearly  for  the  education  of  poor  chil- 
dren in  Lancasterian  schools  $800.  The  price  ofedu- 
c.ition  in  the  Lancasterian  schools  at  Lancaster,  is  re- 
ported to  be  fj'om  twenty-five  cents  to  two  dollars  per 
quarter  for  each  scLolar;  being  varied  to  suit  the  circum- 
stances of  the  parent. 

RECAPITUlATIOir. 


Year 

Number 

Expense. 

Number  educated  on 
Lancasterian  plan. 

1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 

4940 
7943 
9014 
4477 

$15,931  79| 
30,192  47 
25,637  36i 
15,067  99| 

3950 
'  ■  -  ,  4342 
4267 

26374 

86,829  62| 

12559 

The  length  of  time  which  the  children  have  attended 
to  receive  instruction  has  not  been  reported.  The  av- 
erage expense  of  instruction  in  the  common  schools,  is 
fi'om  six  to  eight  dollars  per  annum,  at  which  rate  the 
time  of  attendance  of  the  children  educated  at  the  com- 
men  schools,  during  the  last  three  years,  may  be  fixed 
at  an  average  of  from  four  to  six  months  per  annum . 

The  whole  number  of  children  within  the  common- 
wealth, between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen,  is  proba- 
bly not  1  ess  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand.  

The  necessity  of  extending  to  these  the  benefits  of  ele- 
mentary education  is  obvious  to  all.  It  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed that,  at  this  day,  those  children  who  are  placed 
within  the  reach  of  instruction  at  private  expense, 
should  be  deprived  of  it  by  those  under  whose  super- 
pcrmtendance  they  are  placed.  The  legislature  have 
continually  kept  in  view  the  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  enjoins  that  the  poor  shall  be  instructed  at 
the  public  expense.  If  all  the  children  within  the  com- 
monwealth are  not  instructed,  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity requires  that  the  means  of  education  should  be, 
as  far  as  possible,  placed  within  the  reach  of  all.  I  have 
been  led  to  make  these  obserTations  by  noticing  the 


large  sums  that  are  now  expended  by  the  public  for  ed- 
ucation under  existing  laws.  These  expenditures  will 
be  greatly  increased.  Every  year  the  necessity  ofplac- 
iiig  under  proper  control  the  pubhc  expenditures  fur 
this  purpose,  will  become  more  apparent.  It  is  more 
than  probable,  that  the  money  expended,  bythe  public, 
and  by  individuals  throughout  the  commonwealth,  for 
education  in  the  common  schools,  is  sufficient,  il'applied 
under  the  control  of  agents,  familiar  with  the  most  ap- 
proved systems  of  elementary  education,  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  instruction  to  all  the  children  within  the 
state.  The  introduction  of  the  Lancasterian  plan  of  in- 
struction into  the  populous  parts  of  the  state,  would 
greatly  reduce  the  expense  of  education;  and  the  ben- 
efits of  extending  to  all  parts  of  the  state  a  knowledge 
of  the  most  improved  plans  of  instructlon,wou!d  be  sen- 
sibly felt  in  lessening  the  time  of  attendance  upon  in- 
struction, and  consequently  lessening  the  expense.  A 
due  regard  to  economy,  relating  to  public  and  private 
expenditure,  as  well  as  a  regard  to  the  improvement  of 
the  youth  of  our  eountry,requires  that  the  best  systems 
of  education  known,  should  be  introduced  into  all  parts 
of  our  commoRwealth.with  as  little  delay  as  public  opin- 
ion will  warrant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

.  C.  BLYTIIE. 


LOAF  BREAD.  V  - 

The  subscribers,  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
town  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  21st  ult.  to  propose  and  obtain 
signatures  to  a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  remedy'the  evils  (hat  exist 
for  want  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  loaf  bread,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  memorial. 

GEORGE  GUIER,  Chairman. 
•      -  .  MATHEVV  CAREY,  ■ 

,  -    .        SAMUEL  J.  ROBBINS, 
•  '   5       .     ~  -    SAMUEL  ARCHER, 

ANTHONY  STOCKER,  -  .  - 
J.  R.  COXE,  M.  r>. 

March  24,  1829. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre.'^en- 

taVlvesof  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Memorial  of 

the  subscribers,  Citizens  of  the  City  and  County  of 

Philadelphia,  .  - 

Respectfully  showeth —  ,  ■  ■'  .  ■    .  ■  » 

That  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  public,  particu- 
larly to  the  poor,  that  the  commerce  In  bread,  an  article 
which  forms  a  considerable  item  in  the  expenditures  of 
that  class,  should  be  conducted  on  fair  principles- 

That  in  most  well  ordered  communities  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  establish  some  regulations  on  the 
subject  by  law. 

That  in  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  in  the  month  of  April,  1797,  passed  an  act 
which  directed  that  "all  loaf  bread  made  for  sale  with- 
in the  Comwonwealth,  should  be  sold  hy  the  pound 
avoirdupois,"  and  imposed  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for 
every  violation  of  the  provision. 

"  From  and  alter  the  first  day  of  May  next,  all  loaf 
bread  made  for  sale,  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
be  sold  by  the  pound  avoirdupois,  and  everv  baker  or 
other  person,  ottering  the  same  for  sale,  shall  keep  at 
his  or  her  house,  or  at  such  other  place  at  which  he  or 
she  shall  at  any  time  oflFer  or  expose  for  sale,  any  such 
bread,  sufficient  scale  and  weights,  lawfully  regulated, 
for  the  purpose  of  weighing  the  same;  and'if  any  baker 
or  other  person,  shall  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  sell,  or  oflf'er  for  sale,  any  loaf  bread,  in  any 
other  manner,  the  contract  respecting- the  same  shall  be 
void;  and  the  person  offending  again.st  this  act,  shall,  on 
conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  often  dollars  for 
every  such  offence,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth;  and 
It  shall  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  market, 
in  any  place  where  such  officer  is  appointed,  to  disco- 
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ver  and  prosecute  all  persons  offending  against  this  act." 

That  this  clause,  for  want  of  declaring  specifically  the 
weiglit  at  which  bread  should  be  sold,  has  been  wholly 
inoperative;  as  it  is  obvions  that  every  possible  variety 
of  weight,  at  every  possible  variety  of  price,  might,  be 
regarded  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and 
.  as  "sold  by  weiglit." 

That  for  want  of  some  legal  regulation  on  the  sub 
ject,  the  commerce  of  bread  is  carried  on  with  great  ir- 
regularity, there  being  differences  in  the  weig-ht  of 
loaves  sold  by  different  bakers  at  the  same  price, .  equal 
ta  15  and  even  20  per  cent. 

That  it  is  the  custom  of  the  bakers  of  this  city  to  sell 
bread  by  the  dozen  loaves  to  the  hucksters,  by  whom 
the  poor  are  generally  supplied — and  that  although  the 
total  weight  of  their  dozen  is  gener.aliy  the  same,  the 
number  of  loaves  differs  from  13  to  15  or  16,  each  loaf, 
nevertheless,  being  sold  at  the  same  price. 

That  this  state  of  things  appears  to  your  memorialists 
to  require  legislative  interference  and,  regulation,  and 
they  conceive  that  most  of  the  evils  of  the  present  mode 
of  managing  this  business  would  be  removed  by  a  law 
obliging  Bakers  to  make  their  loaves  of  a  certain  speci- 
fic vveight,  say  one  pound,  two  pounds,  three  pounds, 
&c.  '  ■  . 

They  therefore  respectfully  request,  that  a  law  to 
this  effect,  and  providing  adequate  penalties  for  trans- 
gression, mav  be  passed  by  your  honourable  bodies. 
Philadelphia,  March  24,  1829. 

ANNUAL  SICK   KEPORT  OF  THE  PHILA- 
-    DELPHI  A  PRISON  FOR  THE  YEAR  1826. 
I.  Sick  in  Hoxpiial. 

'    '         ,1826,  19 
the  year,  264 


Of  this  number  there  were — 
Cured  ' 
Discharged,  relieved 
Transferred  to  sick  in  Hospital 
Discharged,  time  of  sentence  expired 
Discharged,  pardoned  ; 
Total  terminated  cases  ':' 


991 
2 

117 

2 


-1114 


Remaining  sick  on-the  1st  Jan. 
Taken  under  treatment  during 


Total  under  treatment, 
Of  this  number  there  were — ^ 

Cured,  .  .  ' 

Discharged,  relieved. 
Discharged,  convalescent  to  sick  in 
quarters. 

Discharged,  time  of  sentence  expired. 

Discharged,  pardoned, 

Died,  ^,   J  ■  . 


283 


191 

is 

19 
1 
4 

37 


Total  terminated  case"!. 
Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  olst 
December,  1826, 


270 


283 


Mmlhlij  Slatcment  of  .Idmissions  and  Deaths. 

ADMITTED.    DEATHS.  ADMITTED.  DEATHS. 

January, 
February, 
Mai-ch, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 

Diseases  in  the  fatal  cases,  with  the  number  of  deaths 
fi'oin  each  disease. 

DEATHS.  DEATHS. 

Consumption  K       Rheumatism  1 


25 

4 

August, 

27 

2 

26 

3 

September, 

23 

5 

23 

3 

October, 
November, 

20 

0 

21 

4 

18 

1 

14 

5 

December, 

19 

2 

23 

7 

25 

1 
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37 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs  5 

Ilydrothorax          j,  6 

Dropsy  ,3 

Typhus  fever        ,  2 

Catarrhal  fever  2 

Remittent  fever  1 
Males  25. 


Rheumatism 
Bilious  Pleurisy 
Cholera  Morbus 
Diarrhoea 
Epilepsy  ,  ■ 


Females  12—37. 
-  II.  Sick  in  Quarters. 
'Remaining  on  the  list  of  sick  in  cjuarters  on 

the  1st  of  January,  1826 
Received  on  the  list  during  the  year 

Total  under  treatment  during  the  year 


24 
1105 

1129 


Remaining  under  treatment  on  31st 
,  3  ,  December,  1826  15 
•  FRANKLIN  BACHE,  Physician. 

Januafy  8,  1827. 

[For  the  Annual  Sick  Report  of  1827,  see  Register^ 
vol." I.  page  150;  and  for  1823,  see  lb.  page  384.] 

ANNUAL   SICK  REPORT  OF  THE  PHILADEL- 
PHIA PRISON  FOR  THE  YEAR  1828. 
I.  Sick  in  Hospital. 
,  Remaining  sick  on  the  Is^  of  Jan.  1828  15 
Taken  under  treatment  during  the  year  292 


Total  under  treatment  307 
Of  this  number,  there  were — 

Cured                         '  209 

Discharg-ed,  relieved  41 

Discharged,  time  of  sentence  exph-ed  6 

Discharged,  pardoned  1 

Died  35 

Total  terminated  cases  292 

'  Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st 
•    December,  1828 
Monthly  Statement  of  Mmissions  and  Deaths. 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 


ADMITTED. 

23 
23 


25 
24 
18 
28 
34 


DIED. 

1 

o 
O 

■  4 
3 

r» 

0 
5 


ADMITTED. 


.\ugust 
September 
October 
November 
December 


31 
19 
21 
21 
25 

292 


15 

DIEl> 
5 

3 
4 
2 


Diseases  in  the  fiital  cases,  with  the  number  of  deaths 
from  each  disease. 

DEATHS. 


Hydrothorax 
Consumption 
Diarrhoea 
Typhus 

Inflammation  of  the 
lungs 

Chronic  inflammation 

of  thelungs 
Dropsy 


DEATHS. 

Remittent  Fever  1 

Bilious  fever  1 
Chronic  inflammation  of 

liver  1 

Atrophy  1 
Inflammation   of  the 

heart  1 

Aneurism  1 


Males  32,  Females  3— 35. 
II.  Sick  in  Quarters. 
Remaining  on  the  list  of  sick  in  quarters  on 

the  1st  Jan.  1828 
Received  on  the  list  during  the  year 


35 


Total  under  treatment  during  the  year 
Of  this  number,  there  were 
Cured 

Discharged,  relieved 
Transferred  to  sick  in  Hospital 
Discharged,  time  of  sentence  expired 
Total  terminated  cases 


14 
850 

864 


755 
1 
96 
1 


-853 


Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st  of 

December,  1828  11 

The  average  number  of  Convicts  confined  in  the  pri'- 
son  for  the  year  1828,  has  been  568;  the  deaths  having 
been  35,  gives  the  mortahly  for  1828  at  6.1  per  cent. 

FRANKLIN  BACHE,  Physician. 

January  19,  1829. 
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biographicaIj  sketches  of  sik  wit' 

LIAM  KEITH.  _  - 

Commujiicated. 
In  addition  to  the  Biographical  Sketches  of  Sir  Wil 
]iam  Keith  inserted  in  pagelll  of  the  lieg-lsterjgive  me 
leave  to  offer  the  following  notices  which  may  be  de- 
pended on  as  authentic. 

Previous  to  Sir  William  Keith's  coming  out  as  Gov- 
'  efnor  of  Pennsylvania  he  had  been  in  the  Colonies  and 
had  held  a  Commission  in  them  under  the  Crown— I  be- 
lieve it  was  Surveyor  General  of  the  Customs;  but  he 
had  not  then  his  title.    He  vi'as  a  man  of  abilities  and 
education,  but  was-ambitious,  artful  and  unprincipled 
and  soon  began  to  take  advantage  of  his  popularity,  and 
tlie  unhappy  situation  Of  the  Proprietary  family  after 
the  death  of  William  Penn,  to  establish  himself  so  as  to 
hold  his  commission  from  the  Crown  in  case  ofa  surren- 
der of  the  Government.  -  Hl^  treatment  of  the  family^ 
and  disregard  of  their  Interest  was  vtry  apparent  and 
'  there  isjet  extant  a  letter  of  reproof  from  Hannahgennto 
I  him,  complaining  of  his  conduct  in  various  respects^  and 
I  his  utter  disregard  of  the  instructions  which  he  had  re- 
(  eeived  from  the  family.    The  letter  is  an  excellent  oiie, 
:  and  has  been  printed  more  than  once.    In  the  rnean 
I  time  endeavouring  to  strengthen  himself  in  popularity, 
I  he  widened  every  breach  between  the  proprietors  And: 
the  public,  acted  as  he  pleased  without  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  original  settlers,  and  made  use  of  all  the 
means  in  his  power  to  appropriate  whatever  he  could  of 
property  and  credit,  to  himself. 

Upon  his  arrival,  he  was  received  with  every  demon- 
stration of  joy  by  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  who, 
wearied  with  the  imbecillity  and  folly  of  Gookin,  look- 
ed forward  to  the  change  with  great  satisfaction;  he 
brought  his  lady  and  several  children  with  him,  one  of 
whom  was  born  on  the  passage;  but  whether  they  died 
yjoung  or  were  sent  back  to  Europe,  I  have  no  informa- 
tion. A  daughter  6f  his  lady  by  a  former  husband,  was 
married  to  Dr.  Grsme,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  cele- 
brated Elizabeth  Ferguson,  and  also  of  another  daugh- 
ter married  to  a  gentleman  of  ihe  name  of  Yeiung,  and 
who  left  issue. 

Sir  William  Ke'lth  lived,  at  least  part  of  the  time  of  his 
command,  in  Chesnut  street,  in  the  house  built  by 
rfoshua  Carpenter,  of  late  years  owned  by  Judge  Tilgh- 
tnam,  and  lately  taken  down  to  build  the  arcade. 

Sir  William  Keith  was  commissioned  by  William  Penn 
and  approved  by  the  Crown,  in  1716.  His  title  also 
Vf&s  conferred  upon  him  about  the  same  time.  Hannah 
Penn  in  a  letter  of  this  date  to  Jas.  Logan  says,  "And 
since  those  on  whom  I  have  most  reason  to  confide  for 
justice  and  friendship  have  advised  to  a  change  of  Gov- 
ernor, we  have,  all  concurring,  joined  our  helping 
hands  therein,  and  overlooking  all  other  difficulties, 
hjive  at  your  request,  got  William  Keith  commissioned 
by  my  husband  and  approved  by  the  crown;  and  with  a 
general  consent  he  now  goes  Deputy  Governor  over 
the  Province.  And  though  he  was  pretty  much  a 
strang-er  to  me,  yet  his  prudent  conduct  and  obliging 
behaviour,joined  to  your  observations  thereon,  give  me 
und  those  concerned  good  hopes.  He  is  certainly  an 
anderstanding  man,  a  man  of  temper,and  seems  to  have 
inade  himself  master  of  the  affairs  of  your  Province,  even 
jeyond  what  one  might  expect  in  so  short  a  time.  To 
•  Vol,,  III.  '    27  , 


him  therefore  I  refer  for  many  things  in  fh)'  letter  which 
should  otherwise  be  answered,  for  all  things  relating  id 
government  are  answered  by  his  person,  his  commis- 
sion and  his  instructions." 

"Colloncl  Keith  has  obtained  his  approbation  by  so 
general  a  consent,  that  whatever  becomes  of  proprie- 
tary govel-nmcnt, we  think  he  will  be  continuedoveryou 
if  his  conduct  answer  his  character.  He  has  also  given 
mc  such  assurance  of  his  care  and  zeal  in  our  affairs,  as 
gives  us  room  to  hope  you  may  safely  consult  with  him 
for  your  own  case  and  our  benefit  in  cases  of  property, 
hovvever  that  is  left  to  thine  and  the  other  commission- 
ers prudence.  Thou  art,  as  Secretary  of  the  Province, 
or  (as  I  should  rather  conceive)  Jgent  to  my  husband, 
to  lake  a  bond  of  him  \yhich  his  instructions  mention, 
and;  was  thought  more  proper  to  be  given  there  than 
here,  and  is  drawn  and  sent  by  Thomas  Grey  accord- 
ingly.''       '  '  ,  ,  ■  -  . 

"I  cannot.doubt  of  the  countries  willingness  to  make 
William  Keith  on  his  first  arrival  a  handsome  present, 
and  afterwards  to  settle  upon  him  enough  to  make  them 
thoroughly  comfortable  and  happy  amongst  you,  which 
I  shall  be  "glad  to  hear:  for  his  obtaining  this  post  and 
removing  his  large  family  have  been  no  small  expense  to 
him"— -and  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  James 
Logan  contains  so  curious  a  circumstance  that  it  must 
not  be  omitted,  it  is  dated  1717. 

"That  poor  man  Colonel  Gookin,  after  the  Govern- 
oi-'s  (Keith's)  arrival  continued  his  weakness  so  far,  as 
privately,  between  themselves,  to  charge  John  French 
and  me  to  the  Governor  with  being  friends  to  the  pre- 
tender, alledging  that  had  he  not  prevented  it,  we  de- , . 
signed  to  declare  for  him,  the  Governor  considering  us' 
both  to  be  in  some  posts  was  apprehensive  there  might  . 
be  some  snare  in  it,  and  desired,  last  week,  the  opinion  ' 
of  council  upon  it;  yesterday  was  appointed  for  a  full 
one,  at  which  Colonel  Gookin  was  desired  to  attend,  by 
a  message  sent  to  him  in  a  respectful  manner  by  two 
members,  which  he  did;  the  Governor  with  much  mild- 
ness told  him  how  much  he  had  been  surprised  with 
the  information  he  had  received,  and  that  his  duty  _o- 
bliged  him  to  inquire  into  it,  that  those  persons,  if  guil- 
ty, might  be  removed  from  all  trusts  in  the  government, 
and  desired  he  would  enable  him  by  proof  to  proceed 
against  them." 

"Col.  Gookin  owned  what  he  had  said,  but  declared 
that  he  really  did  not  know  that  any  were  disaffected, 
(for  the  Governor  had  not  named  any  one  to  the  Board, 
only  saying  that  one  of  them  was  a  member  there)  that 
he  had  from  some  inferences  formerly  imagined  they 
were,  but  he  had  no  reason  for  it,  that  liis  discourses  of 
that  kind  had  been  owing  to  his  passions,  and  that  late- 
ly his  Physician  knew  that  he  had  a  wcakneess  in  hi* 
head  from  an  indisposition  of  body  to  which  he  lmpu«^f' 
what  he  had  said.    This  beifig  said  before  a  full  B^^ar 
he  was  civilly  dismissed,  and  so  ended  the  accus^tiOj.^^ 
As  I  have  before  said  the  People  of  Vennsyiv'^^^^^ 
ceived  Col.  Keith  in  lieu  of  this  weak  man  w^th,ed  by 
satisfaction.    He  was  a  man  unqviestionaHv,  j^jg 
his  abilities  for  the  station  he  occupied,  /et^p,^  for  un- 
art  and  talent  for  intrigue  justly  gave  ot^'j^|j^-,gtration. 
easiness  during  the  greatest  part  of '"J^j.  ^,-,0,^  far  e.K- 
The  assembly  made  an  ample  prov/sij'  g^joyed,  for  he 
ceedinef  what  any  former  Gov-erforl- 
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hCf  J  from  the  province  and  temtones,  at  least  eig'hteen 
handred-pouncb  for  the  first  year,  a  great  salary  In  those 
clays'! .  He  arrived  the  latter  end  of  May  \717,  with  his 
lady  and  5  children.    All  was  auspicious  in  the  ffrst  part 
of  his  carreer,  and  here  it  is'not  my  intention  to  mark  the 
mistakes  of  his  adtninistration,-nor  his  declension  in  that 
honour  and  principle  which  bind  society  together,  and 
which  in  the  latter  part  of  liis  time  he  seems  to  have  ut- 
terly disregarded.    I  believe  frorh  a  paper  which  I  have 
seen,  that  he  bad  separated  from  his  wife,  and  that  his 
plantation  in  Horseham  (Grceme  Park)  was  settled  upon 
her,  and  was  afterwards  possessed  by  her  descendants. 
The  following'  transcripts  from  letters  written  at  that 
peritid,  will_truly  depict  the  latter  part  ef  Sir  Williams' 
carreer  in  Pennsylvania.    "Though  by  tlie  chang-e  of  a 
Governor  you  are  now  secure  from  being' hurt  by  one 
clothed  with  your  own  authority,  yet  I  see  no  prospect 
of  our  being  restored  to  our  former  tranquillity.  Sir 
W.  K.  for  twelve  months  before  bis  removal  had  given 
out  freely  that  when  he  should  no  longer  "be  Governor, 
he  would  be  Speaker  of  our  assembly,  at  least,  and  ,at 
our  last  election  he  put. up  both  for  New -Castle  and 
this  county  that  he  might  be  in  both  houses.    In  the 
first  he  missed  it,  but  in  this  place  where  his  partizans' 
are  most  numerous,  he  was  elected.    0:n  the  14th  inst. 
however,  when  the  Representatives  met  to -choose  their 
Speaker,  tliough  he  came  into  town  with  a  cavalcade 
of  80  horse  under  the  noise  of  many  gun's  firing'-( of 
which  Capt,  Anilis  may  more  particularly  inform  you,) 
yet  be  was  not  so  much  as  n^med  for  Speaker^  for  Da- 
vid Lloyd,  who  now  ;expres_ses  a  great  regard  for  Col, 
Gordon  and  an  equal  resentment  against'  Sir  Wrlliam, 
carried  it,  they  say  by  every  voteljut  three"— "the  les-- 
ser  number  not  thinking  it  fit  to  try  for  what,  wotrldjie- 
cessarily  be  carried  agaiiist  t\\tm.''— Letter  io4he-  'Pro^' 
prletors.  -   "  ' 

The  accounts  of  those  tirfies  are  full  of  Sir  William's 
management  and  intrigues— he  published-a  vindication 
of  himself  which  he  caused  tolje  printed  at  New- York 
and  in  Maryland^  and  which  was  answered  b)'- a  piece 
depicting  his  conduct  truly.  "Ke  declined  in  cotise-- 
quence  so  much  that  the  two  years  \yhich  he  staid  in 
the  province  after  being  supcrce'de'din  the  g-in-cr-nment," 
must  have  been  as  galling  to  his  pride  as  discreditably 
to  his  honour.  "We  have  a  notice  of  him  at  New  Castle- 
insulting  tho  .Governor  t^Gordon)  "with  the-grossest 
abuse  of  the  proprietary  family,"  ;ind  was  "otherwise 
so  free  with  his  abuse  that  the  old  gentleman  was  oblig- 
to  propose  their  stepping  over  in  a  boat  to  Jersey 


fpr  Trade  and  Plant-atlons,  for  which  he  obtained  great 
credit,  as  it  was  then  thought  to  contain  the  best  infor- 
mation which. at  that  time  they  had  received.  On  which 
subject  I  find  the  foilpu  ing  papers  in  Jarties  Logan'* 
hand'Writing,  viz: — ]  '  - 

"3faieriak  for  Governor  Keith's  3femorial  to  the  Board 
oj^  Trade  relating  to  the  Indians.  ■  I  '- 
J.  L's  rough  draught,  lObr.,  1718. 
The  Memorial  of  which  the  Loi'ds  Commissioners 
haye  transmitted  a  Copy,  appears  as' far  as  any  informa- 
tion can  be  had  in  these  parts, to  be  just  and  well  ground- 
ed. It  is  well  known,  that  ever  since  the  expedition  of 
the  Sieur  la  Salle,  the  French  have  claimed  all  the  lands 
to  the  northward  and  westward  of  the  British  Colonies 
from  Canada  along  the  Lakes  and  Mochasipi  River,  in 
Avhich  they  further  strengthen  themselves  by  alledging 
that  the  Article  in  the  'I'reaty  of  Ryswick  between  the 
British  and  French  Crowiis,  by  which  all  lands  on  rivers 
in  America  of  the  mouths  of  which  each  nation  were  then 
possessed,  are  conceedcd  to  that  nation  as  high  a^  the 
first  sources  of  those  rivers,  is  afuU  cessionuf  all  that  tract 
to  the  French,  'tho  it  cannot  be  probable  tliat  it  was 
ever  so  intended;  because  it  Is  not  only  inconsistent  with 
the  more,  ancient  grant  from  the  Cfo.wn  to  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Cai;611r\a,  biit  with  the  securitj"-  of  all  the  .British 
Colonies  upon  the  continent  of  America,.. 

.  The  French,  fromthe  time  of  their  first  ciiscbverles  of 
the  Meehasipi  have  v/ifh  great  care  settled  a  eommuni- 
catioji  between  (Canada  and  tiie  Southern  cotintrles  on 
that  River,  for  which  they  have  three  different  routes, 
all  of  which  are  tlie.sanfe  as  far  as  Lake  Erie: — They 
sail  in  O&noe's  from  Montreal  about  three  leagues  to  the 
-falls  of  - St.  Louis  where  they  liave  a  Portage  oi- car- 
rying place  by  land  of  about  half  a  league,  then  they 
re-embark  and  row  up  the  stream  about  60  leagues  to 


ed 


where  both  would  be  on  equal  footing;  but  the  other's 
blood  is  not  used  to  kindle  that  way,  &c." 

At  length,  in  March  1728  after  witnessing  the  failure 
of  his  ambitious  and  unprincipled  designs,  embarrassed 
by  detts  and  difficulties  and  aware  that  another  suit  to 
a  large  amount  had  been  transmitted  from  England  to 
this  country  for  collection,  he  privately  took  shipping 
at  Newcastle,  goiug  (in  order  to  avoid  his  creditors) 
down  to  that  place,  attended  only  by  one  friend  and  the 
rowers;the  ship  not  being  quite  ready  to  sail,  he  remalTied 
on  board  with  the  greatest  secrecy,  none  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  except  the  minister,  knowing  that  he 
w  as  on  board,  until  after  tlie  ship  had  sailed,  and  they 
vvere  apprised  of  it  from  Phihula.  His  fi  iends  reporting 
*hat  he  had  been  sent  for  by  Spritiget  Penn  and  man}' 
"'lersons  of  conseqvience,  in  order  to  receive  a  new  com- 
teion,.wrth  which  he  would  soon  retiu-n  to  Pennsylva- 
■  ■<=   '- '  ■>  -  r-       '  ■       . ;  ■  :   '  D.  L. 


Coph  ^  ^ 
Jam'i^^'^^"'"-^  P^P^-'^  and  observatipns  famished  ly 
into  AXg^'* '^'V  William  Keith,  and  inserted  ly  hiin 
andPld^''^^  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade 
ihesourcef'C"^'^^^'^  i-'J'thout  any  acknowledgment  of 
Papeks  rcrkivS'''''^"'''^'  '"^  ^'''^"^  them. 

Keith  '''^ Sir  William 

-     [In  April  'iT-^g^OTEnNoii  or  Pensstiva^itia. 

sylvanla,  furnished  ^v'^'^^'''"  Y'^^'''  Go'fei-no"- of  Penn- 
'        '        Npwt  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 


Extract  of  a  letter  from-  Janus  Logan  to  John  Penn,  Esq. 
.  -   ...  dated  27th  Feh.  1731-2.  _  ,  .    ,  , 

"I  think  myself  obliged  also  further  ta-ob.serve  that 
as  far  as  can  be  judg-ed  from  Sir  William  Keith's  letter 
to  fiome  here,  there  may  be  a  probablhty  of  that  com- 
pany's obtaining  the  grant  they  have  been  soliciting  for 
a  large  'ti-act  westward  of  thi.'s  Province  on  the  river 
Ohio  which  undoubtedly  they  represent  to  be  be3'0nd 
the  bounds  of  Penn.i}  Ivunia.  But  as  rtave  been  more 
curious  I  belleye  than  any  other  in  these  parts  in  collect- 
ing accounts  of  tliat  Land  and  its  distance  from  us,  I 
am  verily  persuaded  thatOhlo  runs  within  this  Province 
the  whole  breadth  of  it,  from  thcjl-at.  of  43  to  40.  Pray 
consult  He  Lisle's  map  wlilchi  take  to  be  a  |;-ood  one  as 
to  the  distance  of  the  Lakes,  &c.  remembering  the  ex- 
tent of  Pennnsylvsnia. Westward,  is  59  deg.  ofLonglt. 
from  -Delaware,  which  at  69  Knglish  miles  to  a  degree 
at  the  Equator  and  proportionably  52  85-100  miles  in 
this  l^at.  of  40  is  251-  miles,  tl'iat  is  very  near  200  miles 
west  of  Sasquehanna  at  Conestogoe,  and  I  am  fully 
persuaded  from  all  accounts  of  our  Indian  Traders  who 
travel  it-divers  times  a  year  that  on  a.  direct  west  line  it 
is  not  near  that  distance. 

I  rnust  farther  observe  that  almost  all  the  lands  on 
Sasquehanna  south  of  tho  hills  above  Pextang  that 
bound  what  is  habitable  on  the.  east  side  of  the  Rivers 
are  generally  settled  by  our  People,  tho'  the  5  nations 
or  Mingoes  still  claim  them.  And  therefore  besides 
those  lands  they  live  on  themselves,  which  they  have  for 
some  time  past  thoug-ht  of  selling  to  New  York  Govern- 
ment, they  have  no  other  place  that  they  can  now  re- 
move to  which  they  call  their  own,  but  these  lands  on 
Ohio  to  which  they  lay  an  absolute  claim;  therefore  if 
any  attempts  should  be  made  by  the  EnKllsh  to  settle 
them  without  the  consent  of  those  Indians,  which  I  am 
apprehensive,  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned  they 
would  not  grant,  I  think  It  cannot  avoid  creating  a  mis-^ 
understanding  between  them  and  us  which  'tis  very 
evident  would  be  fatal  to  a-U  these  Colonies.  Now 
there  is  not  one  in  that  cojnpany,  as  far  as  1  can  learn, 


1829.J 


EARLY  HISTORY. 


211 


Fort  Frontenac  at  the  TsT.  side,  and  at  the  beginning'  of 
Late  Ontario;  in  this  ffoft  is  a  small  Garrison  consisting; 
of  one  or  two  companies  in  the  King's  pay.  From  thence 
they  proceed  on  Lake  Ontario  g-enerally  repnted  lo  be 
about  bO  leagues- in  leng'lh  to  those  dreadful  falls  of 
Kiagara,  which  oblige  them  to  land,  the  portag-e  is  about 
three  leagues,  after  re-embarking  they  go  up  the  Strait 
about  6  leagues,  after  which  the}'  enter  Lake  Erie  which 
they  call  130.  leagues  in  length.  ^ 

The  shortest  passage  from-  hence  to  Mechasipi  by 
water,  is  to  go  up  the  River  of  the  iliamias  or  Ounia- 
nies,  that  enters  Lake  Erie  on  the  Southwest  about  150 
leagues,  they  then  come' to  another  carrying"  place  of 
about  three  leagues  where  the  highest  land  is,-  and 
from  hence  the  waters  divide  their  descent  between 
Mechasipi  and  that  L-ake;  there  they  embark  on  a 
small  shallow  river  called  fa  Kiviere  de  Portage,'  down 
which  they  row  40  leagues  to  the  River  Wabasha  or . 
Ouabache,  and  on  that  river  according  to  the  Traders 
reckoning  120  leagues,  to  Mechasipi  and- thence  350- 
leagues  to  the  Bay  of  Mexico.     Some  call  both  these 
Rivers  by  the  same  name,  and  generally  Wabache.  -  But' 
ihcy  ought  to  be  distinguished,  because  the  head  of 
Ohio  comes  much  more  easterl}',  extending  even  to  the 
Government  ofNew.  Vork,  towards  Virg-iniapr  Carolina, 
and  among  divers  other' large  streams- it  receives  the- 
River  Feresiproh  the  South  side.not.far  from  the  mouth 
of  Wabasha,  which  said  river  ef--  Pej'esipi  is-sairj.  to  rise 
-in  the  mountains  of  Virg'inia  or  Carolina. 
-   The  other  t.wo  passag'es  are  pricked -down,  on  Henne- 
pin's raap,.Mnd  according'  to  the  account  g-iven-  are  three-: 
— From  the  north  west  of  Lake  Erie  they  sail  8- leagues 
to  a  ffbrt  on.  Lake  St.  Ciaii',  called  Pont  Chartrain,  " 
where  there  is  a  settleme-Tit  of  the  French,  and  often  400' 
Traders  meet  here.    T.'heii  along  the  Lake  7  leag-ucs'; 
thence  to  the  great  Michilimakinac  120'leagues-,  iiere  is- 
a  garrison  of  about  30  men,  french,  and-a  vast  concourse 
of  'JYaders,  sometimes  not  less  than  1000  besid'^s  In- 
dians, being  a  common  place  of '  Rendezvous;,  At,  and 
near  this  place  "are  the  Outanies  settled .  Frtfm.La_ke 
Huron  th.ey  pass  by  the  Strait  of  Michilimakina  four 
leagues,  being  two  in  breaddi  and  of  a  great  .depth,  to 
the  Lake  Illinoise,  thence  150  h-agaes  on  the 'Lake  to 
ffort  Miami  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chigagou. 
This  Fort  is  not  regularly  garrisoned.    From  hence 
came  those  Indians  of  the  same  name,  viz.- Miami,  who 
are  settled  on  the  foremcntior.ed  River  that  runs  into 
Erie.    Up  the  River  Chigagou  they  sail  bt_it  3  leagues 
to  a  portage  of  a  quarter  of  a  league,  they  then  enter  a 
"Very  sma'l  lake  of  about  a  mile,  and  ha\  e  another  very 
small  portnge,  and  again  another,  of  two  miles  to  the  ri- 
ver of  Illinois,  thence  down  the' same  130  leagues  to 
Mechasipi.         '    •  '  . 

The  od-is-from-Michilima'kina-to  the.Lake  des  Fuans 


who  liave  any  notion  in  these  a'f!airs  but  Sir  William 
Keith,  who  undoubtedly  will  pretend  to  know  a  great 
deal,  and  will  thereupon  be  exceedingly  positive,  for  it 
has  ever  been  his  method  when  it  niiglit  be  expected,  he 
should  know  a  thing,  or'  where  he  thinks  it  concerns  his 
credit  to  be  ihouglit  to  know  it,  he  is  immediately,  very 
sure  he  knows  it  absolutely,  and  all  who  dare  oppose  or 
contradict,- are  only  laughed  at  in  his  broad  way.  But 
on  the  other  hand  I  am  much  more- sure  that  he  Ktiov.'s 
but  little  or  nothing-  of  these  afiairs,  and  therefore  bis 
positiveness  in  them  if  be  is  believed  may  prove  perni- 
cious.— Sir  William  indeed  got  himself  a  Reputation 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  by  sending-  them  about  the 
year  1719  an  account  of  the  French  Settlements,  their 
Trade,  Strength,  Indians,  &c.  which  he  had  wholly  from 
me,  being  transcribed  verbatim  from  the  Papers  !  fur- 
nished him,  of  which  I  still  have  the  Original  draught. 
But  Col.  Gordon  having  a  like  occasion,  viz.  in  answer 
to  queries  sent  him  last  year  from  that  Board,  transmit- 
ted another  copy  of  the  very  same,  owning  from  whom 
he  had  it;  this,  if  that  Board  now  adverts  to  any  thing 
that  comes  from  these  parts  may  explain  the  other." 


90  leagues,  thence  tbjthe  River  Puans  (or  Panas)  80 
leagues,  thence  up  the  same  to  a  Portage  of  about  four 
miles  to  the  River  Ouisconsing,  thence  40  leagues  to 
Mechasipi: 

From  the  mouth  of  Ouisconsing  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Illinois  is  reputed  about  150  leagues  'on  Mechasipi, 
fi-om  thence  to  tlie  mouth  of  Ohio  70  leagues,  so  that 
from  the  mouth  of  Ouisconsing  it  is  above  50U6  leagues.* 
Thesfe  di.stances  are  as  the  Traders  reckon  them,  they 
appeal'  to  be  generally  overdone,  which  may  be  owing 
to  those  people  coasting  along  the  shores  of  the  lakes, 
and  taking-  in  all  the  windings  of  the  Rivers. 

The- French  use  their  utmost' endeavours  to  bring' 
overall  the  Indians  to  their  interest.  The  Iroquoise,  or 
5  nations  have  stood  chiefly  in  their  way,  but  by  the  Je- 
suits and  other  meajis,  they  dailj'  debauch  them  from 
us,  their  number  of  the  whole  is  not  liow  above  2000 
frghting-  men  of  which  the  French  have  drawn  over  700 
to  inhabit  amongst  themselves,  viz.  400  seated  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  south  side  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  300  on  the  north  side.  TheTcst  of  them  are  planted 
chiefly  along.  t)ie  Lake  Ontario,  at  some  distance  from 
it-  .Ther'e  arc  hoTndlans  in  the  French  Interest  on  this 
side  of -St.  Lawrence  nearer  than -the  Miamis  or 
Twoifthis,  as  the  Iroquoise  call  them,  who  are  about  2000 
seated  chiefly  on-  the  forementioned  River  J.liamis  flow- 
ing into.  Lake  Erie,  and  on  or  near  the- branches  of  Oua- 
bache.    '  ■        -  . 

-  The-Illmoise  are  about  3000  men  on  or  near  the  River 
-of  that  name.  '  'fhe  -Michilimakinas  or  Outawas  were 
formerlv  3000,  but  riow  are  scarce  500.  The  Nokes 
lOO;  -  Tf-Le  Fellesavoin-s  aoO.  The  Sac's  200.  The 
■Piians  six  hundj-ed.  All  these-  joined  with  ,  the 
French  -agains  .the  Iroqvioise,  and  all  of  them  except 
the'  Miamis  jire -seated  about  or  near  to  Lake  Illinoise, 
'vvhich  is  commonly  called  by  them  Michigan,  ando-n  the 
rivers -th.at  ,a:,un  into  i.f,  and  on  Lake  Puans,  and  the 
River  Illinoise^,    '.    ^  .'    ,  . 

.' There  are  also  .divers  osher  nations  between  Mechi- 
gan  and  3.1echa5;pi,  as  the  Renards  or  Foxes,  Mascho- 
-tins-,  Kickapoos,  but -these  b-sin^  farther  ofi"  did  not  join 
the  Frencb  -^g-aljist  the  Iroquoise. 

On  Mechasipi  and  its  branches  there  are  many  great 
nations,  especially  in  the  west,  as  the  Missouris.  Osages, 
Accansias,  who  are  different  from'  those  of  Accansa  eu 
the  East,  with  many  more,  not  less  as  is  afKrmed,  than 
sixty  thoujand  men,  with  all  of  whom  the  French  have 
Peiice,  and  some  alliance. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  English  to  the  Northward  of 
Cai'oiina  have  not  1500  men  in  their  interest  excepting' 
the  Iroquoise.  In  New  England  and  Connecticut  tliey 
have  very  few.    In  New  York  they  have  <!inly  the  River 
Iridians,  besid-cs  the  Iroquoise.    In  Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
vania the  own,  or  home  Indians,  are  exceeding-|y  de- 
creased, and  being  in  subjection  to  the  Iroquoise  take 
their  rules  from  them.    In  Maryland  and  Virginia  there 
are  very  few   excepting-   those  that  Colonel  Spots- 
wood  with  great  industry  has  latel}'  established  there. 
Those  of  Carolina  and  the  nations  lately  in  ffriendship 
have  been  very  numerous,  but  the  Iroquoise,  whether 
prompted  by  the  French,  orfi'om  whatever  other'cause 
'   not  vet  known  have  of  late  years  made  great  inroads 
;   upon  them,  and  cannot  as  yet  by  any  endeavours  of 
1   the  English  be  diverted  from  it.    Bjit  of  these  people 
;   their  strengtli  and  Interest,  the  best  kcccount  will  n-atu- 

■  rail)' com.e  from  Carolina.  r  ^ 
1       The  best  methods  that  may  be  proposed  to  prevent 
!   the  designs  of  the  French  seem  to  be  these: 

To  use  all  reasonable  endeavours  to  preserve  the  Iro- 
1  quoise;  tho'  tlVe  English' of  Y"'.fifi*'''^  8.nd  Carolina  are 
-  -niuch  incensed  against  them,  and  the  French  endea- 
.  vour  to  animate  all  the  other  English  to  the  northward 
p   in  the  same  manner,  as  being  bloody,  barbarous,  and 

■  imperious,  at  the  same  time  that  themselves  cajole 
1  

;       (*  I  am  not  sure  these  numbers  are  rig-htly  copied— 
The  manuscript  ivas  much  decayed.) 
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them,  and  endeavour  by  all  means  to  make  tbem  their 
own,  yet  their  preservation  seems  to  be  of  vast  import- 
ance to  us. 

2d.  To  encourage  the  Government  of  Virg-inla  to  ex- 
tend their  settlements  beyond  the  mountains  over 
which  the  present  Governor  has  happily  discovered 
passes.  And  to  build  some  fForts  on  Lake  Erie  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Iroquoise  settled  not  far  from  thence 
— this  colonel  Spotswoood  had  in  view  till  discouraged 
by  the  repeal  of  their  act  for  the  Indian  Trade,  the  con- 
sequences of  whicli,  'tis  doubted,  were  not  clearly  un- 
derstood. 

odly.  To  encourage  the  trade  of  South  Carolina, 
which  Province  enjoys  excellent  opportunity  of  making 
alliances  with  all  the  Indians  to  the  southward  of  the 
Lakes  and  to  the  east  of  Mechasipi; — to  which  their 
g'rant  from  the  Crown  gives  them  a  claim. 

4tlily.  To  give  such  -orders  and  instructions  to  all  the 
Governors  that  they  take  special  care  of  the  commerce 
with  the  Indians;  that  while  they  endeavour  to  proniote 
the  trade  of  their  own  people  they  shall  do  nothing  to 
weaken  the  interest  of  tha  other  colonies,  to  which 
Traders  are  too  subject,  gain  being  their  only  view. 
By  these  means,  all  the  Indians  with  whom  we  have 
any  commerce,  may  be  very  mucli  united  to  the  British 
Interest,  for  the  Indians  being  supplied  generally  with 
better  goods,  (except  Fire  Arms,  Powder,  and  some 
Trinkets, )  and  at  easier  rates  by  the  English  than  by  the 
French,  they  will  choose  to  deal  with  us,(and  their  Inte- 
rest in  this  is  commonly  the  strongest  tie  upon  them)  ra- 
ther than  the  French,  who  indeed  seem  to  exceed  its  in 
Industry  and  in  accommodating  themselves  to"  the  hu- 
mours of  those  barbarous  People,  and  they  liave  now  a 
vast  number  of  bold  expert  Traders,  whom  they  call 
Coureurs  des  bols,  who  generally  are  as  capable  of  the 
fatigues  of  long  journeys  and  fighting  by  ambushes  in 
the  woods,  the  common  way  of  making  war  among-st 
them,  as  any  of  the  Savages.  Yet  some  of  Virginia  and 
Carolina  have  shown  that  they  are  scarce  to  be  ejiceed- 
ed  in  that  way."  -  .  ^  •  ;  ^         .-  '. 

My  kit cr  and  obstrvc^HOn'sto  Col.  Keith  on  his  report  to 

the  Board  of  Trade.    8th  2,  mo.  1719.  /.  L. 

May  it  please  the  Governor, — I  have  pursuant  to  thy 
directions  considered  thy  report  to  tlie  Lords  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  according  to  thy 
injunctions  shall  offi^r  a  very  few  observations  upon  it 
with  the  greatest  freedom,  which  I  choose  to  doin  writ- 
ing that  they  may  more  easily  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion if  they  in  any  wise  appear  to  deserve  it. 

Thy  report  in  the  latter  part  of  it  will  I  doubt  give  a 
notion  that  the  Indian  trade  in  these  British  Colonies  is 
a  considerable  thing,  whereas  upon  a  reasonable  com- 
putation 1  believe  the  whole  of  it  will  not  be  found  to 
amount  to  40,000  sterling  per  annum,  which  is  scarce 
so  much  as  some  one  merchant  in  divers  parts  of  Euro])e 
will  pass  through  his  hands  in  a  year — and  though  late- 
ly there  was  an  uncommon  profit  for  two  years  togeth- 
er got  upon  deer  skins,  which  is  now  wholly  over,  and 
tis  hardly  probable  the  like  will  return  again,  perhaps 
there  will  be  no  service  in  mentioning  it  as  in  p.  17. 

Among  the  commodities  used  in  the  Indian  trade  lin- 
nens  are  not  the  least  considerable  article, which  to  give-a 
just  notion  of  the  whole  ought  therefore  not  to  be  omit- 
ted.p. 20  tis  proposed  that  no  restriction  be  made  to  pro- 
hibit the  kings  subjects  of  any  of  his  colonies  from  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  in  any  other  colony  as  freely  as  the 
inhabitants  of  it  can  do:  but  unless  there  be  some  gen- 
eral provisions  to  prohibit  or  regirlate  the  sale  of  strong 
liquors  to  them,  this  may  prove  extremely  inconvsnient, 
for  it  will  bo  in  vain  for  any  Governor  to  endeavour  to 
regulate  that  affair  among  their  own  Indians  if  all  their 
neighbours  shall  have  it  in  their  power  to  break  through 
the  prescribed  rules  with  impunity. 

The  business  of  the  Forts  being  of  very  great  import- 
ance seems  to  require  some  further  consideration; — 
That  it  is  the  interest  of  these  colonics  to  have  Forts 


extended  as  far  back  as  is  practicable  is  very  obvious,, 
especially  on  Lake  Erie,  where  at  present,  there  are  no 
Indians,  and  on  Ontario  where  the  5  nations  are  settled, 
which  two  are  proposed  to  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  governors  of  Virginia  and  New  York,  but  1  cannot 
as  yet  understand  the  other  parts  of  the  proposal;  in' 
''that  a  Fort  should  be  built  at  the  head' of  Potomac"  to 
be  under  Maryland,  and  another  at  the  head  of  Susque- 
hanna to  be  under  Pennsylvania"  for  the  head  of  the 
first,  so  near  the  christian  inhabitants,  and  so  few  In- 
dians are  settled  upon  it,  that  I  cannot  well  perceive 
the  service  of  one  there.  But  the  head  of  the  latter  is 
in  New  Yoi-k  government,  betvveen  Albany  and  the  seat 
of  the  five  nations,  so  that  it  would  be  impracticable 
for  this  government  to  settle,  or  have  the  direction  of 
any  Fort  there,  nor  is  it  easy  (to  me  at  least)  to  com- 
prehend the  service  of  it  in  such  a  situation,  if  there  be, 
as  is  proposed.  Fortifications  settled  to  the  westwerd  of 
that  place. 

But  as  this  government  has  hitherto  maintained  a  very 
friendly  understanding  with  the  Indians  without  any 
great  expence,  it  would  certainly  prove  very  disagree- 
able to  the  country  to  be  put  to  any  charge  by  direc- 
tions from  home  on  that  account:  we  have  at  least  equ- 
alled, if  not  exceeded  our  neighbours  in  preserving 
peace  with  these  people;  and  if  all  the  other  colonies 
had  taken  the  same  measures,  we  should  have  them  all 
much  more  united  to  us.  -  The  part  for  this  province  is 
limited  and  it  docs  not  reach  any  One  of  those  places 
where  a  Fort  is  supposed  would  be  most  necessary, 
unless  that  were  Giitarib,  which  notwithstanding  falls 
more  properly  and  conveniently  under  the  cognisance 
of  New  York.  .  Upon  the  whole  1  think  there  will  sev- 
eral strong  objections  lie  against  the  proposal  in  p.  27, 
which  I  request  the  Governor  to  take  into  further  con- 
sideration. Thus  I  have  roughly  hinted  at  those,  heads, 
and  take  the  freedom  to  offer  this  as  being  designed 
so-lely'for  the  Governor's  service  by  thy 
■■'  -  ffalthful  friend,    J.  L. 

'         -Pustcri-pt  to  Sir  fVilliam  Keith^s  Report. 

"Least  at  .my  time  it  should  be  suggested  to  your 
lordships,  that  in  imitation  of  the  French,  a  society  may 
be  incorporated,  and  a  company  erected  for  carrying 
on  the  trade  upon  this  continent  with  the  Indians,  1  must 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  such  a  priviledge  or  immu- 
nity  would  certainly  become  a  very  heavy  burthen  up- 
on, and  great  discouragement  to  the  planting  as  well  as 
trading  interests  of  all  these  colonies,  who  from  the  taste 
they  haveoffjngland  liberty  are  naturally  averse  to  all  mo- 
nopolies and  hardly  ever  will  be  restrained  by  the  maxims 
or  example  of  a  French  government.  Besides  any 
such  restiictions  upon  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies 
would  altogether  destroy  the  intent  and  design  of  the 
above  scht^me  which  is  founded  on  reasoning  after  this 
manner,  viz.  That  under  a  good  regulation  of  govern- 
ment the  relative  advantages  which  subsist  between  any 
ftate  and  its  colonies  abroad  are  reciprocal. 

For  as  the  state  has  unquestionably  a  right,  and  most 
certainly  ought  to  regulate  the  trade  of  its  colonies  for 
public  advantage,  so  the  colonies  have  at  least  an  equal, 
if  not  u  preferable  cl.aim  to  the  subsistance  and  smaller 
profits  which  arise  from  that  trade  unto  those  who 
must  be  ernployed  in  carrying  it  on. 

That  when  any  public  interest  will  be  most  effectual- 
ly carried  on  by  the  united  strength  of  many  ajacent 
colonies,such  an  union  ought  carefully  to  be  established 
with  equality  amongst  them,  and  every  thing  tending  to 
weaken  or  obstruct  this  union  is  to  be  considered  as 
prejudicial  to  the  public. 

That  the  Indian  nations  upon  this  continent  are  not 
to  be  gained  otherwise  than  by  trade,  and  this  trade 
cannot  be  managed  to  any  purpose  without  the  mutual 
assistance  of  all  the  English  colonies;  but  from  the  dif- 
ferent constitutions  and  particular  interests  of  these  col- 
onies such  a  regulation  is  not  to  be  obtained  without 
the  authority  of  great  Great  Britain. 
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■  A  STATEMENT 

OP  THE 


Circuii  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Tjostern  District  of  Pennsylvania — of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Tcrmimr  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia — of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia— and  of  the  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia .  '  .  - 

-  -       FOR  THE  YE AK  1838.     ..  T  •  '  ^  :      ,    "  ; .  /  •  ■  ' 


Circuit  Court,  U.S.'  Oyer  &?  Terminer. 
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1 

1 

1 

Assault  -    .    .  - 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

,  Assault  and  Battery 
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115 

47 

60 

22 

33 

221 

126 

95 

71 

19 

36 

Assault  to  Murder 

"4 

3 

1 

1 
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3 

3 
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2 

2 

1 

1 

 House  -  - 

1 

:  1 

1 

Kidnapping     -  - 

1 

1 

1 
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4 
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19 
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34 

93 

28 

13 
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1 

1 

1 
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1 

1 

] 
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1 

1 

1 

1 
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11 

otherwise  enum'd. 

13 

2 

2 

4 

5 

3 

3 

3 

46 
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6, 

19 

9 

12 

21 
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1 

10 

2 

8 

Murder  -    -    -  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Nuisance     -    -  . 

'3 

■  2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 

1 

1 

5 

Perjury  -    -    .  - 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

3 

Profaneness     -  - 

1 

^  1 

1 

Receiv'g  stolen  goods 

3- 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

Riot    -    -    -    "  - 

9 

6 

0 

5 

1 

16 

11 

5 
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2 

6 

Robbery     -    .  . 

1 

1 

Tippling  House 

30 

27 

3 

5 

2 

20 

48 

42 

6 

14 

4 

24 

Unlawful  Lottery  - 

3 

0 

2 

1 

Total  -    -  - 

30 

26 

4 

5 

8 

22 

18 

4 

15 

3 

0 

47-3 

374 

i99 

224 

56 

94 

507 

363 

144 

205 

60 

98 

Mayor's  Court. 


Quarter  Sessions. 


A  statement  of  the  number  of  Prisoners  received  at  the 
'  Penitentiary  at  Philadelphia^  for  the  year  1828,  </ie 
nature  of  the  offences  for  which  they  were  convicted;  the 
■  Counties  from  which  they  came;  ages  &c.  - 
Arson  .    ■         .      ^.  -  ^  3 

Assault  and  Battery  with  intent  to  murder       ,  2 
Bigamy  -  -  -  -       ■   ^-^  1 

Burglary  -  -  -  -       .-  -  .         -  13 

Felony,  not  otherwise  enumerated         — /   'C'^-  "  1 
Foreging  and  uttering'  forged  note  -  7 

Horse  stealing'  -  -  -  -  S 

Kidnapping        -  -  -  -  -  -    ■  1 

Larceny  -  -  -  -  -  231 

Manslaughter  -  -  -  -  1 

Misdemeanor,  not  otherwise  enumerated  10 
Murder  (second  degree)  -  -  -•  g 

Receiving  stolen  goods  -      .     -  -  3 

Riot  -  -  -       .  -  -  -  2 


Total  286 
Several  of  the  convictions  were  for  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  Penitentiary. 

COUNTIES. 

Adams  .  .  -  i  .  1 

Berks  -  -  -  -  -  3 

Bucks  -  -  -  -  -  4 


Chester 

Columbia 

Cumberland  - 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Franklin 

Lancaster 

Montgomery  - 

Northampton  - 

Northumberland 

Perry 

Philadelphia  - 
Pike 

Schuylkill 
Susquehanna  - 
Tioga 
Wayne 


First  conviction 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 


5 
1 

2. 

2 

3 

2 

2 

6 

1 

3 

4 

230 
o 

2 
1 
4 
1 

279 


193 
53 
19 
12 

0 

2 


279 
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SiL\D  FISHERIES  OF  THE  DELAWARE. 


[ApRIS 


227 
52- 


279 


'  ■  -  SEXES  AND  COLOUR. 

■    '  ■  White.  Black. 

Males       -       -       -      140       87  — — 
Females  -       -      -       15       37  . 

•  AGES.  \  . 

Uiidei- 20  years       -       -    :  -■      -       -.      -  6.6 

From  20  t6  30.  v-r'  -'                      •  •      '  117 

-30  .to' 40     '-^  :    -     I                         .  Tw 

40-to50-."   -    "         -      „_''j'r  .  23 

50  to  60     ■ .-              .    -               .  -  ^  5 

'2:^:.  60  to  70                                •-.^•.^  ^_  3 

.           .^^  7:.'  'V:.DTSCHAEGEp      , .         '  279 

On  e:xpiratjon  of  sentences  '. ■'-  r -n*  .  197 
By  pardon      -  '  -  -       -       --;         ; 61 

Removed  to  Arch-street  Prison  ^  '         •  "  4 

Escaped       \-     ,  .- .          . 'r,          ...  rL_i>  -  .  -  2 

Died    .  -     ■■  -  ;  V  T  ■    -:'  -  -  '  ^V--  Vi-'     j^"  "35 


Remaining  in  Prison  on  the  1st  Janaaj>3r,  1828 
Males  504,  Females  72,       '-.  .  -  .^"- 
Remaining•  in  Prison  Slsf  December,  1828." 
Males  484,  Females  72,'  ".'  -      ■.-       -  " 
Excess  of  number  discharged  over  number 
received       -       -  .  •  -•. '     -  "  -  -  - 
'  Received  at  the  Penitentiary  Males. 
during  the  years  1825. ......  r.-.223~ 

•  -  '  -      1826.  J;....-;. 234 

-       V-      ■•      .'  '  1827  237 

:  ■  ■   ; -      -  ,  -   ,  1828;..  '.  .227 


299 


,576 
556 


-  20 

Females.  .Total. 
■    ■-32-  ■  255 
62     .  296 
57  294 
■  52:  279. 


■  1'  .  A  STATEMENT,-.  •. 

ExldMlhtg  the  nuniber  iif  'Commitmehls  received,  at  f}ie 
Jail  of  the  Citj/  and  Counttj  of  Philadelphia,  {.drcli 
'.    street,)  for  the  y-ear  1828,  the  (//fences,  Sexes,  &c\ 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

Jul}', 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


o 


3.  *^ 

?j  re 


d  d, 

CO 

i'i 

3  o 


60 
73 
62 
50 
59 
52 
58 
70 
67 
82 
69 
73 


c  — 


5 


ft 


X  re 


Si 


64 
61 
59 
72 
90 
116 
95 
97 
99 
81 
79 
78 


48 
48 
39 
76 
55 
70 
70 
i02 
92 
73 
54 
53 


Number 
Males. 


of  Number  of 
Females 


81 

120 
150 
104 
149 
178 
179 
156 
167 
87 
81 
75 


Total,  775  991   780  1527  2037  690  760    586  407 


134 
139 
143 
133 
173 
228 
209 
191 
233 
173 
133 
148 


58 
51 

62 
51 
53 
56 
59 
79 
69 
36 
56 
60 


37 
69 
50 
58 
67 
84 
63 
83 
72 
79 
56 
42 


o 
FT 


24 
43 
55 
60 
60 
48 
71 
72 
51 
35 
35 
29 


o 


cr 


253 
302 
310 
3.02 

o  -  n 

416 
402 
425 
-425 
323 
283 
279 


Published  by  order  of  the  Acting  Committee  of  the 
Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of 
Public  Prisons. 

JAJIES  J.  BARCLAY,  Sec'ry.  A.  C. 


M''e  copy  from  t\\a  Rural  Record,  the  following  ac- 
count of  the 

UEIiAWARE  SHAD  FISHERIES. 

There  is  perhaps  no  subject  that  will  be'  brought  be- 
fore the  legislatiu-e,  that  will  more  deeply  affect  the  in- 
terest of  the  citizens  of  West  Jersey, than. the  Shad  Fish- 
eries;^as  the  clear  revenue  arising  from  them  is  more 
productive,  tliaii  any  other  branch  of  our  trade  or  com- 
merce. The  taxes  on  thcni  only,  amount  to  about  400 
dollars  annually,  of  which  the  township  ofDebtford, 
pays^  about  250.  There  are  forty  Shad  Fishei-ies  in  the 
limits  of  Gloucester  count}',  which  employ  about  900 
men;  the  wages  paid  to  the  men  employed  in  carrying 
on  these  fislieries  amounts  to  about  20,0U0  dollars  annu- 
ally; these  men  mostly  come  from  the  interior  and 
poorest  ]5art  of  our  country,  tlie  Fines  and  Egg-Harbourf 
they  are  paid  from  the  sales  of  the  .shad,  audit  is  calcu- 
lated five-sixths  of  which  are  sold  in  Piiiladelphia  mar- 
ket; tliereby  d<;riving  a.  considerable  source  of  revenue 
from  a  sister  state,  and  diffusing  of  it,  to  a  class  of  our 
■dtizens,  who  inliabit  our'  most  barren  soil,  (in  which 
oiir  county  abounds;)  bur  fishing  places  afford  a  good 
mai-ket  for  tlie  farmers  to  dispose  of  tiieir  flour,  pork, 
potatoes,  &c'. '&c".'  They  also  afford  us  a  full  supply  of 
a  good,  cheap  and  delicate  food. 

We  iTiay  safely  consider  this  branch  of  our  trade  and 
commerce  of  a^s  irfuch  importance,  and  as  productive  to- 
the,  cit  izens  of  the:  county  of -Gloucester,  as  any  one 
branclxof  trade  and' commerce  is  to  the  United  States^  , 
see  .with  what  care  and  caution,  the  general .g'overnment 
protect  its  trade  and  comme.rce,  and  particularly  how 
they  foster  tlie.fisheVics,  and  how  ze:xlously  they  main- 
tain their  rights  when  any  foreign. power  attempts  to  in- 
vade them.  Surely  tlien,  any  citizen  of  the  county  of 
Glouees.ter,  mtist  have  very  limited  views  of  political 
econopTV,.  ■  who  does'not  feel  interested  in  maintaining 
oin-jiist  rig-hts  and  privlle.ges,  which  providence,  has  as 
it  Avere,  btf'ered-'us  for  an  acceptance,  (smd  which  would 
if  wisely  fostered,  in  a  measure  compensate  for  our  wide 
extent  of  barren  soil;)  but  on  the  contrary,  say  the  fish- 
eries are  only  a  monopoly  on  the  part  of  a  few  landhol- 
ders on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  they  only  are  in-  " 
teresfed. 

As.  it  is  a  pretty  well  established  fact  that  the  shad 
generally  ascend  the  river  to  deposit  their  spawn,  if  the 
contemplated  dam  is  made  at  Trenton;  so  as  to  prevent  - 
tlie  shad  from  going  up,  it  vvld  probably  expel  them 
from  that. river.  'i  here  were  stime  fisheries  on  the 
Schuylkill  below  the  dam,  that  previous  to  the  erec- 
tion of  that,  were  worth  from  500  to  1000  dollars  annual- 
ly, tliat  are  not  now  worth  fishing.  -And  in  order  to 
show  the  value  of  the-  fish.erles.in  the  Delaware,  from 
Trenton  down  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  the  following 
statement  is  exhibited.  It  was  made  in  the  year  1818, 
for  the  information  of  a  committee  of  the  legislature,  of 
New-Jersey,  who  had  under,  con.'iideration  the  law  .res- 
pecting shad  fisheries;  there  are  a  few  of  them  that  are  ' 
not  now  occupied.  •  <- 

70  Fisheries  that  employ  1336  men.-  - 
Amount  of  wages  armuall)  paid  the  men,    -  §80,160 
Cost  of  fishing  apparatus,  .82,800- 
Taxes,  .  ■     1,650  -  ! 


Capital  annually  employed  in  all  the.fishe- 
ries  below  the  Falls  at  Ti'enton, 


^164j610  - 


Skad  sold,  during  the  present  week,  rn  the  Philadel- 
phia market,  at  two  dollars,,  and  $1  25  to  $1  a  piece. 

Ingenuity. — -A  manufaclvn-er,  at  Pittsburg,  Penn. 
has  contrived  a  process  by  whichhe  practices  job  prin- 
ting in  his  loom!  He  has  woveri  several  "cards,"  which 
(jxiiibit,  upon  their  surface,  his  name,  residence,  the  ar- 
ticles he  has  for  sale,  &.c.  it  is  said,  it  beautiful  letters. — 
This  is  sometimes  done  by  different  colors,  and  some- 
times entirely  by  the  raided  threads  of  the  fabric. 
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AiUBITOH  GENBRAIi'S  KEPOKT 
ON  THE  FINANCES. 

,(cbjTCLWJ)Ei5.) 

Bank  and  other -sfoch,-  Ihe properiij  of  the  Commonwealth, 
November,  1828. 

.   BANK  STOCK. 

2500  shares  in  the  bank  of 
'Pennsylvania,  sufjscribed 
by  the  state  on  its  incor- 
poration, at  §400  p.  share  1,000,000  00 

1250  shares,  subscribed  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  passed 
in  February  1810,  extend- 
ing the  charter,      ■  500,000  00 


5223  shares  in  the  Phihvdelphia  bank,  at 

§100  per  share,  ' 
l!r08  shares  in  the-Farmers'  and  Mechan- 


ic's bank,,  at  ?50  per  shares. 


1,500,000  00 
523,300  00 
85,400  00 


-f2,108,700  00 


TURNPIKE  StOGK. 


Indiana,  and  Ebensburg 
AVashington  and  Williamsport 
Washington  and  Pittsburg 
Lycoming  and  Potter 
Middletown  and  Harrisburg' 


12,000  00 
3,333  33; 
9,570  00 
10,144  89| 
14,000  00 


Belltfonte,  Aaronsburg  &.  Youngmanstown  29,000-  00 


.1,888,048  31 J 


HarrisburfT,  Carlisle,  and  Chambersburg  $84,500  00 
Chambersburg  and  Bedford  '.' ^  ,  ■  ..172,000  00 
Bedford  and  Sfoysfown    ;  V    .■  %104,000  00 

Stoystown  and  Greensburg  ■  .'■  :     12,500-  OO 

"Greensburgand  Pittsbui-g  ■'89,000  00 

Huntingdon,  Cambria. arid  lndiana  .••  171,850  00 

Erie  and.  WalerfoM      ■  5,000  00 

Perkionnen  and  Reading  .,  '  53,000  00 

Gap  and  Newport  -    .  .  '/  '20,000/00- 

Waynesburg,  Greenclistle,  and*  Mercersb'g  11,379  96 
Morgantown,  Churchtown,  and  Blue  Ball  9,000  00 
Little  Conestoga  ..    ..10,000  00" 

Berks  and  Dauphin  .  -  ■ ^  ,.29,O00_  00 

Lancaster  and  Middletown  '  "        10,000  00  .- 

Easton  and  Wilkesbarre  ■  12,500  60' 

Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  ...  10,000  00 

Milford  and  Owego  v!    ;'^>>--31,000  00 

Downingtown,  Ephrata,  and  HaiTisturg  -  '60,000  00 
Centre  and  Kishacoquillas  -20,000  00  . 

Centre  -80,000  00 

Susquehanna  and  York  5,000  00 

York  and  Gettysburg  4G;000  00, 

■  New  Holland  10,000  00 

Springhouse,  Northampton  and  Bethlehem  10,000  00 
Cayuga  and  Susquehanna  6,000  00 

Susquehanna  and  Waterford  140,000  00 

Susquehanna  and  Tioga      _  30,400  00 

Bridgwater  and  V^'ilkesbarre  25,000  00 

I'ittsbui-g  and  New  Alexandria    '  48,360  00 

New  Alexandria  and-Conem-augh.  16,100  00 

Belmont  and  Easton       '  _  17,500  00 

PliiUipsburg  and  Susquehanna  17,500  00 

Pittsburg  and  Butler       1    /      -  19,666  67 

Butler  and  Mercer  ■  .  '-■7; „  -.,  :.■  19,666  67 
Mercer  and  Meadville  ''  -Tr' '  19,666  67 

Anderson's  ferry,- Waterford  and  N.  Haven  10,000  00 
Pittsburg  and  Steubenvrlle  12,000  00 

Ridge  road  25,000  00 

Bethany  and  Dingman's  choice  -  ^    .  8,000  00. 

Robbstown  and  Mornitpleasant  15,000  00 

Mountpleasant  and  Somerset  18,500  00 

Somerset  and  Bedford  18,500  Oa 

Hanover  and  Carlisle  10,OUO  00 

Millerstown  and  Levvistown  35,865  62^- 

Bellefonte  and  Phillipsburg  20,000  00 

Philadelphia,  Brandywine,and-N.  London  2,500  00 
Belmont  and  Oghuega  :  -  5,000  00 

Harrisburg  and  Millerstown  40,000  00" 

Pliiladelphia  and  Great  Bend     '  9,645  68 

Lewistown  and  Huntingdon  46,534  374 

Arm.strong  and  Indiana  9,000  00 

,  Clifford  and  Wilkesbarre  4,832.  84 


V          BRiDGES.>-,.V    .  >  : 

Columbia  .-  •  -  '•-  ,  90,000-00 
Harrisburg                            .  ^         r-. 90,000  00 

Northumberland:-    -               "  -Jt  ■'"  ■■'  '  50,000  00 

Lewisburg                 '            ~.  .20,000  00 

Nescopeck  bridge  company  .8,000  00 

Schuylkill  bridge  at  Pottsto.wn          .'■   "  3,000  00 

Monongahela  bridge                       .    ■'  ,40,000  00 

Allegheny  bridge       ■      '  40,000  00 

French  creek  bridge  at  Franklin  5,000  00 

CoTiemaugh  bridge  company     ■-  5,000  00 

Big  Beaver  bridge  company  •■  '  15,000  00 
Wilkesbarre  bridge,  per  acts  of  26th  March 

1821,  and  30th  March  1824    .       "  28,000  00 

--r'^- — ^ — s  

■                  -        l:^---"  -     --  ••  ■  394,000  00 


^'        ■-■       .  ^   .  '■  CANALS. 

Union  Canal   .  ' 

Schu3'Ikill  navigation  company 

500  shares  in  the  Cheasapeake  and  Dela- 
ware canal,  subscribed  by  the  Philadel- 
phia Bank,  and  to  be  transferred  to  the 
slate' at  the  expiration  of  15  years  froni 
the  date  of  subscription,-  per  act  of  28t!i 
March  1823-     '       ■'.  .  ■ 


50,000  00 
50,000.  00 


100,000  00 
200,000  00 


RECAPITULATION. 
Bank  stock  .  §2,108,700  00 

Turnpike  stock:  '.  1,888,048  31^ 

-Bridge  stock  .  394,000 '  00'- 

Canal  stock  '  ■  200,000  00  . 


^  4,590,748  31i;v  fi 

Appropriations  and  balances  nf  Appropriations,  unpaid, 
Ist  December,  lb2S._ 

tuhnpikes.  ;..>-.       ■  '  ■. 

Springhouse,  Northampton  and  Bet-M%iiem  15,000  00 

Lycoming  and  Potter                            ■,  9855  11 

Clifford  and  -Wilkesbarre  1607 

York  and  Gettysburg  6 

Downingtown,  Ephrata  and  Harrisburg  69 

Waynesburg,  Grcencastle  St  Mercersburg  3620 

Huntin.gdon,  Cambria  and  Indiana  25 

Philadelphia  and  Great  Bend  2353 

Philadelphia,  Brandywine  and  N.  London  12,500  00 

Washington  and  Pittsburg  2432  40 

Washington  and  Williamsport  11,666  67 

Chambersburg  and  Bedford  118 

New  Alexandria  and  Conemaugh  75 

Harrisburg  and  Millerstown  300 

Little  Conestoga  22 

Youngmanstown  and  Derrstbwn     .     ..  5,092 

Derrstown  and  Northumberlahd  ,     .-  '''; .  •  '  4,607  50 

Milesburg  and  Smetlisport    ■  '  '  -  ;     ■■  -  20,000  00 

Gettysburg  and  Hagerstown                     '  20,000  00 

York  Haven  and  Harrisburg  bridge         -  12,000  GO 

Butler  and  Kittanning             .  '           '  5,000  00 


16 
09 
6'3 
04 
95 
n9 


22 

93 

50i 

04 

50 


BRI'DGES. 

Juniata  Bridge 

Danville  Bridge  company  - 


126,413  06^ 


1000  00 
10,000  CO 
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Norristown  Bridge 
Catawissa  Bridg'e  company 


6000  00 
5000  00 


22,000  00 


'    '',  BIVEHS. 

Delaware  ■ 

Susquelianna  arid  branches,  per  act  26th 
"Ajarch  1821 

For  improving- the  navigation  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna trom  Columbia  to  tide,  per 
act  31st  March  1823 

Do.  from  CoUimbia  to  Northumbei'Iand, 
per  act  25th  March  1825 


1000  00 


2000  00 


4000  00 
10,878  00 

sir.srs  00 


sable  in  May,  1837,  re-- 
serving-  the  right  of  the  state 
to  re-imburse  the  same  at 
any  time  within  that  period  50,000  00 


-     MISCELLAifEOUS.        .   -  ^ 

Penltentiarv  near  Pittsburg,  per  act  ist 

April,  1826 
Western  University,  per  act  9th- March, 1826 
Allegheny  college,  per  act  14th  April,  1827 
Washington  do.  per  act  of  11th  March  1826 
Dickinson     do.  per  act  of  13th  Feb.  1826 
Jefferson      do.  per  act  of  11th  March, 1826 
Commissioners  of  Erie  county,  for  rebuild- 
ing public  buildings  peract  15th  Mar.  1824  2500  00 
For  improving  a  road  from  the  mouth  of  Ju- 
niata to  Mahontongo  creek,  peractof  13th 
April,  1827 
House  of  Refuge,  per  act  3d  March,  1827 
For  improving  a  state  road  from  David  Hun- 
ter's mill  in  Bedford  county,  to  intersect 
the  Mercersburg,  Greencastle,  &  Waynes- 
burg  turnpike  road,  per  aet  2d  Feb.  1828 
For  building'  a  bridge  over  Conodoguinet 
creek,  in  Cumberland  county,  per  act  12th 
April,  1828 
For  improving  a  state  road  from  Smethsport 
in  the  western  boundary  of  ii'Kean  coun- 
ty, to  be  paid  in  the  notes  of  the  North 
Western  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Mead- 
ville,peract  10th  April  1828 
Commissioners  for  improving  the  public 
g-round  at  Harrisbui'g,  per  act  14th  April 
1828 


114  98* 
7200  00 " 
2000  GO 

2000  do 

15000  00 
2000  00 


600  00 


2000  GO 


486  00 


Stock  loan,  pertaining  to  the 

Pennsylvania  canal,  per  act  of 

1st  April,  1828,  re-imbursable 

1st  December,  1846  300.000  00 

Stock  loan,  pertaining  to  the 

Pennsylvania  canal,  per  act 

of  19thApril  1827,re-imbur- 

sable  1st  December  1850  1,000,000  00 
Stock  loan, pertaining  to  the 

Pennsylvania  canal,  per 

act  of  24th  March  1828, 

re-imbursable  1st  Decern. 

1853  *2,000,000  00 


160,000  00 


3,300,000  00 
■  §5,140,000  00 

*  $267,400.00  of  this  sura  not  received  on  1st  instant. 

Recapitulation  of  the  D.ehts  due  hy  the  Commomvealth. 


Turnpikes 
Bridges     •  '  ,  • 
Bivej'3-  " 
Miscellaneous.  - 
Due  on  J^oans 


#126,413 
22,000 

-  17,878 

-  43,900 
5,140,000 


06* 

00 

00 

m 

00 


"5,350,192  05 


7000  00 


§43,900  98^ 


DDE  ON  LOAXS. 

Stock  loan,  per  act  of  2d  April  • 

1821,  reimbursable  Ist  June  "  '  .  " 
1841  930,000  00 

Stock  loan,  per  act  of  30th 

March,  1824,  three  himdred  .  - 

and  eighty  thousand  dollars       .  .  ,  .  ■ 
thereof  re-imbursable    1st  'h:- 
May,  1834,  and  the  residue  -  .-. 

1st  January,  1839  600,000  00 

Stock  loan,  per  act  of  11th 
April  1825,  reimbursable  1st 
January,  1840  150,000  00 


Bank  of  Montgomery  county, 
at  an  interest  of  4f  per  cent, 
reimbursable  1st  May  1835    60,0,00. 00~ 

FiVrmer's  bank  of  Lancaster,     ■  ■     :    ,  ' 
at  an  interest  of  4^  per  cent.       .  • 
re-imbursable  1st  May,  1837  25,000  OQ 

Easton  bank,  at  an  interest  of 
5  per  cent,    re-imbursable  " 
1st  May  1837,  reserving  the  '•- 
light  of  the  state  to  re-iml  •  •" 

burse  the  same  at  any  time 
within  that  period  25,000  GO 

Harrisburg  bank,  at  an  inter- 
est of  5  per  cent,  re-imbur-     -  ;  ■. 


1,680,000  00 


■  • ■ ■  CANAL  DOCUMENTS.  "  .  ^ 

■     ,  ■ "  ^  .      No,  1,      ...     ,  j' 

REPORT  OF  JAMES  CLARK,  ACTING  COMMIS- 
SIONER ON  THE  JUNIATA  DIVISION. 
-    "':  ,  •  ,         '  Juniata  Canal  Office,  > 

■         •'■  /     ■      .       '  LeWistown,  Dec.  5,  1828.  5 
:       Th  the  Board  of  Canal  Com  missioners. 

Gentlemen,^Although  at  the  date  of  the  report 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  tiie  board  on  the 
24th  day  of  November,  1827,  there  was  but  the  small 
sum  of  §22,262  58,  paid  to  the  conti-actors  for  work 
done  on  forty-four  and  half  miles  canal.  Yet  in  con- 
clusion, an  opinion  was  risked  that  this  canal  would  "be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  boats  early  in  the  spring  of 
1829."  This  hope  would  have  been  realized  if  the 
character  of  tlie  Juniata  had  stood  as  fair  for  health  as 
other  parts  of  the  state.  But  a  great  degree  of  sick- 
ness along  the  canal  line,  and  among  the  citizens  of  the 
neighborhood  during  the  last  summer  and  autumn  to- 
gether with  the  exaggerated  reports  of  the  sickness 
abroad,  produced,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  such  a 
scarcity  of  labourers,  as  to  parylize  the  efforts  of  the 
most  energetic  contractors,  and  to  postpone  the  hope 
of  a  final  completion  for  a  few  monthsheyond  the  peri-  - 
od  that  had  been  anticipated. 

When  the  contractors  began  their  operations  in  the 
fall  of  1827,  the  wages  of  labor  ranged  fi  om  11  to  12 
dollars  per  month.  But  the  prospect  of  such  a  large 
additional  quantity  of  canal  being  thrown  into  market 
as  was  authorized  by  the  law  of  last  winter,  together 
with  the  character  of  the  Juniata  climate,  caused  the 
wages  of  labourers  to  advance  early  last  spring,  and  to 
continue  during  the  summer  and  autuinn  from  sixteen 
to  eighteen  dollars  a  month,  and  in  addition  to  which 
the  contractor — besides  finding  hishands  in  tools,  drink 
and  boarding — had  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  precarious- 
ness  of  the  weather.  Such  an  occurrence  induced  ma- 
n}^  of  the  original  contractors  to  abandon  their  jobs, 
and  the  work  had  to  be  re-let  at  prices  corresponding 
with  the  change  of  circumstances. 

Four  sections  have  been  added  to  this  divisioji  of  the 
canal,  so  as  to  extend  it  up  to  the  outlet  loek  at  Lewis- 
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town,  and  down  to  the  Susquehanna  division  on  Dun- 
can's island.  A  view  of  the  persons  to  whom,  and  the 
prices  at  which  they  have  been  let,  together  wit!i  the 
sections  wliich  have  been  re-let  since  the  date  of  iny 
last  report  are  given  in  table  A.  By  this  table  it  ap- 
pears that  of  ninety-five  sections  in  which  the  canal  is 
divided,  thirty-seven  have  been  re-let,  and  of  these, 
seven  have  been  sold  thrice,  and  one  of  these  has  a 
fourth  time  clianged  contractors. 

Table  B.  will  exhibit  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  incidental  work.  The  faihires  to  prosecute 
the  contracts  for  the  stone  and  wood  work  along  the 
line  had  become  so  numerous  that  it  was  necessary  to 
re-let  the  abandoned  jobs  by  public  sale,  which  was 
done  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May  last.  And  tliereby 
an  open  competition  was  invited  which  produced  its  ne- 
cessary effrct  that  of  securing  the  completion  of  the 
work  on  as  favoruble  terms  as  tlie  change  in  the  price 
of  labor  would  warrant. 

A  comprehensive  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
line  is  given  in  table  C.  and  D.,  in  which  the  whole 
quantity  of  work  done — its  cost — and  the  amount  of 
money  paid  are  sliown.  By  these  tables  it  appears  that 
the  aggregate  of  the  eng-ineer's  estimates  for  work  done 
amounts  to  §545,488  33^.  And  that  the  money  which 
has  been  paid  on  the^e  estimates  is  §435,375  29i. — 
Leaving  ?110, 113  04,  of  retained  percentage,  as  a  se- 
curity for  the  completion  of  the  contracts. 
'  By  the  estimate  of  Col.  Clinton,  the  engineer,  there 
appearsto  be  $315,640  woi  tli  of  work  yet  to  bedoneon 
tjiis  division  of  canal. 

"Notwithstanding  the  complicated  and  embarrassing- 
difficulties  which  have  had  to  be  encountered,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  canal  has  been  unremitted,  and  its  final 
Cflmpletion  in  the  early  part  of  next  summer  made  al- 
most as  cei'tain  as  any  future  event  can  be,  which  de- 
pends upon  human  exei  tion.  The  only  part  of  the 
work  which  it  is  feared  may  retard  the  junction  of  the 
water  of  the  Juniata  and  Susquehanna  canals  by  mid-, 
summer,  is  the  aqueduct  over  the  Juniata  river  at  the 
head  of  Duncan's  island,  but  as  it  is  in  the  hands  of  con- 
tractors who  are  believed  to  be  energetic  and  perseve- 
ring, it  is  hoped  that  the  completion  of  the  contract 
will  not  be  delayed  beyond  the  day  specified  in  their 
agreement. 

Two  substantial  dams,  of  eight  feet  high  each,  have 
been  erected  in  the  river,  one  at  North's  island,  and  the 
other  at  the  head  of  the  Long  narrows.  And  in  obe- 
dience to  the  law  which  requires  the  natural  navigation 
to  be  left  unimpeded,  a  cheap  crib  lock  has  been  erect- 
ed at  each  dam,  seventeen  feet  wide,  and  ninety  feet 
long  within  the  chamber,  thus  not  only  making  the  na- 
tural navigation  of  the  river  equally  sale,  but  much  more 
easy  than  it  has  heretofore  been  at  those  places. 

The  original  determination  of  prohibiting  .ill  buying 
and  selling  or  re-letting  and  sub-contracting  of  jobs,  has 
been  rigidly  adhered  to,  and  the  personal  attendance  of 
the  contractor  on  the  work,  but  rarely  dispensed  with. 
The  engineers  have  been  constantly  at  their  posts,  and 
assiduously  engaged  in  their  duties.  While  tlie  rights 
of  the  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal,  have  been 
scrupulously  regarded,  thus  by  preventing  collisionsbe- 
tween  the  contractors  and  land  owners  numerous  claims 
for  damages  have  also  been  prevented,  claim?  which  no 
doubt  arise  oftener,  from  vexatious  provocations,  than 
From  any  real  injury  done  to  property. 

The  accounting  officers  have  decided  that  the  remo- 
val of  buildings  from  the  canal  line?,  even  when  done 
by  contractors,  shall  be  classed  as  damages.  Indepen- 
ient  of  thi3  kind  of  expense,  there  has  been  but  six  dol- 
'lars  paid  for  damages  on  the  whole  Juniata  division  pre- 
vious to  the  first  of  the  present  month,  and  that  w;is  for 
j  ;he  destruction  of  a  small  field  of  wheat.  But  including 
1  ill  that  is  called  damages  the  amount  paid  has  been 
j  182  dollars. 

I    The  damages  which  may  ultimately  have  to  be  paid  j 
Vol.  in.  28 


are  uncertain.  It  is  however  believed  tliat  the  amount 
will  not  be  great,  as  the  citizens  residing  along  the  Ju- 
niata river  have  not  only  forborn  making  vexatious 
claims  for  damages,  but  their  laudable  public  spirit  has 
shown  itself,  in  giving-  every  facility  in  their  power  to 
the  canal  operations. 

The  new  line  of  canal  extending  forty-five  miles 
(from  I^ewistown  to  Huntingdon),  was  laid  off  into  nine- 
ty sections  and  sold  on  the  15th  day  of  October.  And.' 
the  stone  and  work  was  sold  on  the  19th  day  of  Novem 
her  last.  At  these  lettlngs  the  competition  was  so  great, 
as  to  give  assurance  th:it  the  jobs  were  taken  on  favour- 
able terms  for  the  commonwealth.  In  genei'al,  howev- 
er, the  prices  asked  for  woik  are  higher  than  similar' 
work~was  let  last  year.  With  a  view  of  keeping  the' 
whole  force  at  disposal,  concentrated  on  the  old  line  be- 
low Lewistown,  the  sales  of  the  new  line  were  deferred 
until  late  in  the  fall,  and-witli  the  same  view  as  well 
as  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  giving  any  cause  of 
embarra'ssment  to  the  treasury,  no  estimate  has  been 
promised  to  the  contractors  before  the  15th  day  of  nest 
January. 

Another  precaution  which  was  adopted  is  the  prohi- 
bition of  contrac.toj-s  on  the  old  line  from  commencing 
the  new  jobs  assigned  them  until  their  old  contracts 
shafl  be  completed,  hence  there  is  as  yet  but  little  work 
done  above  Lewl-stown,  and  no  money  has  been  paid. 
The  contractors  are  genei'ally,  however,  building  their 
shanfces,  clearing  their  ground,  and  making  other  pre- 
parations for  an  active  prosecution  of  the  work. 

A  list  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  sections  on  this  line 
have  been  assigned  with  the  prices  for  each  item  of 
work,  are  given  in  table  E.  And  a  similar  list  of  those 
who  obtained  the  inclclenfal  work  is  given  in  table  F. 
The  waste  wiers,  lock  houses,  and  t&nces,  have  not 
been  sold,  it  being  deemed  soon  enough,  eighteen., 
months  hence,  to  erect  the  lock  houses,  and.  the  con- 
struction of  the  fences,  on  the  whole  Juniata  division  is 
uniformly  offered  to  the  land  owners  at  fixed  prices. 
There  will  be  on  this  new  llne.canal  much  difficult  and 
expensive  work._  The  aggregate  estimate  of  the  engi- 
neer, predi-cat  ed  upon  the  contract  prices  for  the  whole 
line,  being  890,220  dollars. 

Table  <T.  gives  the  ivames,  station,  and  "compensation 
of  every  person  who  has  been  employed  in  the  engi- 
neer corps  and  in  the  caiial  office  since  my  last  report. 
By  which  it  appears' that  there  has  been  §16,843  50 
paid  for  superintendance,  clerk  and  engineer  wages, 
within  the  last  yeai".  The  present  organization  of  the 
engineer  corps,  as  shown  in  table  H.  is  believed  to  com- 
bine as  much  skill  and  vlg-llance,  eiTiciency  and  econo- 
my as  can  be  had  in  works  of  such  magnitude. 

The  whole  disbursements  at  the  Juniata  canal  office, 
for  every  thing  since  the  commencement  of  the  work  to 
the  present  time  is  §457,953  25. 

The  great  progress  that  has  been  made  in  construct- 
ing the  canal  below  Lewistown  imder  so  many  dlscour- 
ag-ing  circumstances  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  energy  and 
perseverance  of  as  worthy  contractors  as  any  line  can 
produce,  and  to  the  unwearied  diligence  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  and  the  clerk  to  the  canal  office. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 
..    .  JAMES  CLARK,_   '  , 

Acting  Cummissioner. 

'  No.  2. 

Report  of  Dewiit  Clinton,  Engineer,  upon  the  situation 
and  progress  of  the  Juniata  division,  {hwer  line)  from 
the  mouth  of  Juniata  to  Lewistown. 

ENOiNEEn  Departjient,  7 
Lewistown,  Dec  1st,  1828.  5 
To  the  honourable  board  of  Fennsylvania  Canal  Com- 
missioners. 

Gentlemen;  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  follow- 
lowing  report,  on  the  situation  of  the  works  on  the 
Lewistown  division  of  the  Juniata  Canal: 

The  works  remaining  to  be  completed  will  amount  to 
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315,640  dollars,  of  which  152,694  dollars,  comprises 
the  excavation,  embankment,  walling,  he.  and  the  bal- 
ance the  mechanical  parts  of  the  work. 

The  certificates  that  have  been  issued  in  favor  of  the 
contractors  by  the  I-inghieer  Department,  amount  to 
545,488  dollars,  out  of  which  there  has  been  9,849  dol- 
lars forfeited  to  the  state  cn  account  of  sections  having 
been  abandoned.  The  value  of  the  certificates  added 
to  the  sum  necessary, to  complete  the  canal,  makes  an 
aggregate  expense  of  851,279  dollars. 

The  estim,ale  in  November,  1H"^7,  amounted  to  597,- 
775  dollars,  and  the  estimate  for  the  continuanee  of  the 
canal  at  Duncan's  i&Iand  to  58,758  dollars.  There  is  to 
be  added  a  further  sum  of  75,883  dollars,  for  works 
wliich  were  not  included  in  the  former  estlnmte,  viz: — 
Pier  head  at  Lewistowii,  sections  O.  and  X.  public  and 
farm  bridges,  culverts,  rope  ferry,  lock-houses,  county 
and  turnpike  roads — and  the  alteration  of  42  feet  of  lock- 
age from  wood  to  stone,  this  inakes  5-732,410,  and  falls 
short  by  118,853  dollars,  of  what  will  be  the  actual  cost 
of  the  works.  This  deficiency  in  the  original  estimate 
is  owing  to  the  increased  prices  of  the  contracts— ^(as 
the  estimate  was  predicated  ou  the  contract  and  assign- 
ed prices,)  and  the  excavation  has  bqen  more  difficult 
than  expected.  Although  in  this  last  case  it  has  increa- 
sed the  expense,  in  the  end  it  must  result  to  the  benefit 
of  the  state,  as  the  canal  when  completed  will  be  con- 
structed of  the  most  durable  materials. 

The  locks,  on  the  line  were  originally  contracted  to  be 
constructed  of  wood  and  stone  combined,  but  the  in- 
creased price  of  labour  and  timber  pl-evented  the  origi- 
nal contractors  from  carrying  them  on,  and  the  ho|)es  of 
a  speedy  eonipletion  it  they  were  changed  to  stone  laid 
in  cement,  induced  me  to  alter  seven  locks  on  that  con- 
struction. They  are  all  now -under  w  ay,  and  will  be 
completed  early  in  the  spring. 

The  two  feeder  (Tams  are  completed,  and  the  river 
locks  connected  with  them— which  are  90  feet  long  "and  I 
17  feet  wide.  ■    -  -  '  I 

The  cvdverts  are.  principally  doTie,-  and  the  small 
aqueducts  are'  very  forward — the  cast-iron  and  cut-stor;e, 
for  the  Big  Bun'aloe  aqueduct  are  all  delirt-red,  andtlie 
combined  aqueduct  and  lock  at  Jilexleo,  will  be  cpiiipk- 
ted  early  in  the  spi-ing.  The  aqueduct  over  Ihe-Juniata 
is  not  as  forward  as  could  have  been  vv-ihhed,  but-  as  the 
foundations  for  the  piers  a'nd  abutments  are  Till  laid,  and 
as  the  contractors  have  made  all  their  arrang-ements,  and 
are  energetic  men,  a  failure  of  that  work  cannot  reason- 
ably be  expected. 

'I'he  mechanical  work  which  remains  on  the  Juniata, 
is  of  such  a  description  as  generally  to  allow  of  its  being 
constructed  this  winter,  and  if  we  have  a  continuance  of 
good  weather,  the  navigation  from  Lewlitown  down  will 
be  opened  earh'  in  July  next. 

-Tlje  progress  of  the  Juniata  canal  lias  been  as  rapid 
as  the  discouraging  epidemic  of  the  autunm,  and  the 
high  wages  of  the  labourers  would  allow.  'i'he  style 
and  rapidity  of  the  work,  is  to  be  atti-il)uted  to  the  inde- 
fatigable exertions  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
engineer  department;  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  public- 
ly manifesting  my  approbation  of  their  continued  and 
indefatigable  exertion?,  under  so  many  discouragmg 
circumstances. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

■  '  \  '  '        '  DEAVI  I  T  CLINTON,  Evgmeer. 

■  '  .  .  No.'S.        -  ■  .-' 
Report  of  De  V.''itt  CtijiToy,  Engineer,  nn  the  upper 

lire  of  the  Juniaia  Division,  from  Lewisfown  to  Smith's 
milk  above  Huntingdon. 

To  the  Honourable  Board  of  Pennsylvania  Can:il  Com- 
missioners. 

Gentlemen — Appended  to  this  report  is  a  careful  esti- 
mate of  the  Juniata  canal  between  Lewistown  and  Hun- 
tingdon, predicated  on  the  contract  and  asKigr^ed  prices 
for  the  works.    The  .cost  of  the  canal  at  the  estimate 


amounts  to  §890,229,  which  includes  the  feeders,  damss 
aqueducts  and  river  improvements. 

To  arrive  at  the  difS'erent  classes  of  excavation,  the 
number  of  jards  in  the  sections  is  proportioned  to  the 
degree  of  hardness  or  easiness  of  the  digging  ascertained 
from  exaniinnig- the  ground  with  an  auger. 

Some  of  the  sections  on  the  final  estimate,  may 
amount  to  more  or  fall  short  of  the  estimate.  But  it  is 
believed  that  in  the  aggregate  that  the  canal  will  not 
.exceed the  estimated  cost. 

As  we  experienced  much  difficulty  in  procuiing  wa- 
ter cement  on  the  f.ewistow-n  section  of  the  canal,  and 
as  the  mineral  is  of  a  poor  equality,  I  have  considered  \t 
best  to  suspend  its  use  and  to.  depend  -in  all  cases  on 
common  lime,  mixed  with  pure  siliceous  sand,  and  pro- 
tected by  thick  coats  of  puddle. 

The  tetnptation  which  culverts  with  high  side  walls  of 
masonry,  and  the  ease  with  wliich  unfaithful  mechanics 
may-  make  bad  work  in  them  without  being  detected^ 
has  induced  me  to  abandon  them  in  all  cases  on  the  up- 
per line,  and  to  make  the  arch  of  a  sufficient  caliber  to 
discharge  by  springing  from  the  wood  oj- rock  bottoms 
of  the  culverts  all  the  water  of  the  streams. 

The. expense  that  vf  ould  attend  the  embankme.nts  of 
bridges  in  the  borougli  of  Huntingdon,  has  induced  me_ 
to  adopt  at  that  place  swing  bmlges,  and  as  they  are  to 
be  constructed'or^  a  pl-ah  different  from  those  in  Use,  I  - 
ha've  annexed  a  des.cription  of  them.  , 

T  lie  rivei-  aqueduct  at  J.ack's  narrows  has  four  arches 
of  72  feet  span;  tjie  other  at  Shaver's  ford  has  five 
arches  of  75  feet  span.    The  trunks. are  supported  by- 
wooden  arches  similar  to  tlie  western  aqueducts,  hut 
having' h'on  rods  running  from  the  ribs  to  the  floor  plate^ 
to  equalise  the  pressure  ou  the  chords,  and  introducing 
countei-  or  .cross  braces  in  the  sides  of  the  trunk,  and 
placing-it  at  equal  distances  between  the  ribs.    The  ex- 
pense of  the  aqueducts  will  amount  to  §63,800.    At  the 
Raj'stown  feeder  dam,  a  chute  is  planned  to  accommo-- 
.  date  tlie  fiver  trade;  it-  is  two  hOndred  feet  long-,  and  - 
I  the  fall  is  ten  and.  a  half -feet,  which  is  distributed  hi 
I  such'a. manlier  as  to.  give  unequal  velocities  in  passing 
'  over  it.    The  foremost  part  of  the  craft  in  descendiitg 
will  be  slightly  depressed  in  the  first  fifty  feet,  and  ele- 
vated gradually  on  leaving  it. 

The  plan  for  the  work  is,  for  the  acqueducts  and  pub-  " 
lie  bridges,  wood  superstructures,  supported  on  walls  of 
dry  masonry,  trusse  farm  bridges,  culverts  of  slo'ie  laid  " 
in  common  lime,  waste  wiers  of  dry  and  rhorted  walls, 
and  locks  of  coinbined  dry  masonry  and  stone,  for  a  de- 
scription of  which  1  refer  to  the.^nnesed  s])eclfication.-  - 
'Ihe  work  is  generally  commenped,- and  the  contrac- 


tors are  making  arrangements.to  .  carry  on  their  work 
with  vigour. 

DEWITT  CLINTON,  Engineer. 
Engineer  Department, 

Lewistown,  December  1828. 

SPECIFICATION 
For  a  swing  bridge  at  Ilunlingdon,  on  the  Huntingdon 
Division  of  tlie  Juniaia  canal. 

The  main  support  of  this  bridge  will  be  an  abutment 
in  the  canal  four  feet  from  the  centre  line  towards  the 
berm  side.  This  abutment  will  be  commenced  four  feet 
below  bottom,  ten  feet  broad  and  twenty-six  feet  long 
to  be  built  six  feet  high,  and  to  be  on  top  eight  feet 
broad  by  eighteen  long;  the  stones  to  be  of  a  large  size, 
well  shaped,  and  laid  in  cement  in  the  strongest  manner. 
Bedded  into  the  top  is  an  iron  plate  four  inches  thick 
and  six  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  perforation  in  the  cen- 
tre, for  the  pivot  of  the  bridge.  This  pivot  will  be  of 
wrought  iron  3J  feet  long,  six  inches  in  diameter  next 
to  the  bridge,  and  sloping-  to  three  inches  at  the  end 
where  it  rests  in  an  iron  box  let  into  the  masonry;  at  the 
top  it  is  joined  to  an  iron  plate  which  is  connected  with 
the  main  timbers  of  the  bridge  with  screw  nuts  and  bolts.^ 
To  assist  the  bridge  in  swinging,  perforated  balls  are  to 
roll  betwcm  the  plates,  and  are  themselves  to  be  kept 
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apart  by  two  thin  iron  ring's  connecting  small  rods  which 
pass  throug'h  their  perforation.  The  bridge  tovvjirds 
eitlier  extreitiity  is  sustained  upon  two  wheels  two  feet 
in  diafiieter,  which  roll  along  on  the  pavements  or 
planked  way  on  the  bottom,  in  a  circle  of  thirty  feet. 

The  bridife  itself  will  be  foity -four  feet  in  length,  and 
■when  in  a  proper  position  for  crossing,  will  rest  at  both 
ends  upon  a  step  two  feet  deep  in  the  tow-paUi  and 
berm  abutments,  of  which  the  breadth  on  the  face  will 
be  eight  feet,  that  of  the  bridge  being  the  same  from 
outside  to  outside. 

SPECIFICATION.  .  . 

For  the  construction  of  an  eight  foot  loch,  upon  the  Hun- 
tingdon JQivision  of  the  Juniata  canal. 

The  locks  are  to  be  in  lenglh  ninet3'-one  feet  be- 
tween the  gates,  and  in  clear  width  fifteen  feet.  They 
%Yill  consist  of  a  wooden  frame,  planked  water  tight,  and- 
supporfcd  by  side  walls  of  dry  masoniy,  and  will  be  sim- 
ilar, in  the  general  plan,  to  those  heretofore  contract- 
ed for  on  the  lower  division  of  the  Juniata  line. 

A  pit  shall  be  excavated  to  the  depth  of  two  feet 
and  four  inches  below  canal  bottom,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  four  feet  long  and  thirty^efght  wide, -with  a  slope 
at  the  sides  and  ends  of  one  to  one.  At  the  upper  and 
lower  end,  for  twenty  feet  the  pit  must  be  « idened  six 
feet  for  the  recess  walls,  and  at  the  ,wii)gs  ten  feet.. — 
Timber  a  foot  square  ajid  thirty-one  feet'long',  shill  be 
laid  crosswise  on. the  bottom  with  spaces  of  a  foot  be- 
tween, and  at  the  parts  under  the  gate  posts,  they  shall 
touch  each  other.  ,  These'  timbers  are  to  be  hewed 
evenly  on  the  upper  side  and  laid  firmly  to  a  horizontal 
plane,  a  cow  of  sheet  piling  is  to  be  driven  six  feet  be- 
low tlie  gate  timbers  at  each  extremit}-,  and  a  third  row. 
at  the  foot  of  the  lock,  and  the  •  empty  spaces  between 
all  the  timbers  filled  by  a  careful  and  compact  puddling'. 

A  flooring-  of  four  bich  plank  truly  jointec!,  which  will 
cover  the  whole  'surface' of  timber  in  the  pit  and  under 
the  wings,  will  now  be  pinned  down. with  one  and  a 
fourth  hich  p'ins  of  locust,  or  white  oak,' fourteen  IncKes 
long,  and  on  the  flooring  the  mitre  sills  shail  be  brought 
to  place,  and  bolted  down  water  tight  with  three-fourths 
inch  bolts,  twenty-one  inches  long.  .On  the  flooring 
are  to  be  laid  the  side  walls  fifteen  and  a  half  feet  apart 
between  the  faces,  seven  feet  thick  at  bottom  and  bat- 
tering behind  to  four  at  the  top,  "to  be' built  with  reces- 
ses at  each  four  feet,  to  receive  uprights,  six  inches 
wide  and  ten  inches  deep  together  with  occasional  re- 
cesses as  exhibited  on  the  plan.  In  the  construction  of 
the  wall  care  must  be  taken  that  well  shaped  stone,  of 
good  size  be  laid  in  the  fivce,  and  around  the  recesses 
so  arranged  as  to  break,  the  joints  continually,  and  the 
%vhole  work  shall  be  so  bounded,  that  in  each  course 
there  shall  occur  at  least  once  in  five  feet,  a  header  not 
less  than  three  feet  long,  crossed  in  the  next  course  by 
stretchers  of  similar  size.  The  height  will  be  fourteen 
feet  above  the  foundation  flooring,  or  one  foot  above 
top  water  of  the  upper  level,  where  the  wall  \y'M  be 
completed  by  a  coping  three  feet  and  a  half  deep. — 
Next  the  gate  recesses  shall  be  left  fifteen  niches  deep, 
and  fitteen  feet  long,  commencing  a  foot  back  from  the 
upper  edge  of  the  mitre  sill,  behind  the  recesses, 
twenty-three  feet  long  at  the  head  of  the  lock,  and 
twenty-three  feet  at  the  foot,  there  shall  be  buttresses 
of  three  feet  additional  thickness  extending  to  the  wings 
and  end  walls.  The  wings  are  to  have  a  thickness  at 
the  end  of  two  feet  less  than  the  side  walls,  and  to  slope 
nearly  to  the  level  of  the  tow-path.  The  head  of  the 
lock  will  be  guarded  by  slope  walls  of  two  feet  on  top, 
coped,  but  disconnected  from  the  main  walls,  leaving 
a  space  between  for  the  puddle.  At  the  head  of  the 
lock,  above  the  upper  gales  a  breast  v.-all  will  be  built 
up  with  the  sides  to  within  fourteen  inches  of  bottom  on 
the  higher  level,  where  it  will  meet  tlie  apron  planking; 
being  six  feet  thick  plumb  and  built  with  recesses  for 
the  uprights  behind  and  before  designed  to  be  planked, 
and  the  planking-  behind  to  be  continued  to  the  out  side 


and  top  of  the  main  walls.  In  a  recess,  left  in  the 
main  wall,  shall  be  bedded  a  longitudinal  timber  twelve 
inclies  broad  and  ten  deep,  the  top  of  which  shall  be 
half  a  foot  below  top  water  line,  morticed  below,  to  re- 
ceive the  tenons  of  the  under  uprights. 

The  uprights  shall  also  be  imbedded  in  their  reces- 
ses,  and  be  secured  to  the  v/ali  by  a  clamp  in  eacli  an 
inch  so^uare,  entering  the  masonry  three  feet,  and  turn- 
ed sis  inclrSs  around  a  large  stone  of  the  wall.  By 
similar  clamps  at  ewry  twenty  feet  the  longitudinal 
timber  shall  also  be  secured. 

Across"  the  uprights  along  the  whole  face  of  the  wall, 
from  el.ghteen  feet  below  tlie  lower  gates  to  eleven  feet 
above  the  Breast  wail,  and  along  tlie  breast  wall  itself, 
shall  be  laid  in  contact  wilH  the  wall,  and  spiked  to  the 
uprights,  truly  jointed  two  inch  plank.  From  side  to 
side  of  the  lock  over  the  fuiindatioii  planking,  shall  next 
be  laid  a  course  of  four  inch  truly  jointed  plank.  The 
whole  insid;  two  inch  planking-  shall  be  covered  with  a 
sheating  up  and.d<j  wn  of  inch  boai-ds,fastened  by  spikes, 
then  covered  with  a  coating  of  pitch.  Cap  pieces  ten 
by  fifteen  inches  shall  now  be  fitted  by  mortices  to  the 
tenons  of  the  uprights  and  secured  by  pins  through 
them.  T'hey  shall  also  be  painted  as. the  engineer  may 
reqtfire. 

At  the  head  of  tlie  lock,  against  the  end  and  breast 
walls,  shall  be  run  a  row  of  sheet  piling,  well  jointed 
and  reaching  from  five  feet  below  the  foundation  plank- 
ing to  the  top  of  tile  breast  and  main  walls.  Back  of 
this  a  mass  of  clay  mixed  with-gravel,  three  feet  thick 
shall  bfi  made  up  to  the  top,  in  a  compact  and  water 
tight  puddle.  -  , 

The  whole  breast  wall,  piling  and  puddling  shall  be 
closely  covered  with  two  course's  of  apron  plank,  ex- 
tending to  a  timber  two  feet  beyond  the.  puddling. — 
Here  if  required  shall  be  a  recess  in  the  slqpe  walls  to 
receive  the  ends  of  plank,  and  from  a  dam  in  case  of 
accidents  or  repairs'.    The  gates  sli.all  be  constructed  in 
the  manner  shown  on  the  plan.    The  mitre  sill  to  be 
eighteen  inches  by  twelve,  and  to  extend  each  w.ay  to 
the  -recess  walls.    The  m.ltVe  beams  will  meet  in  a  point 
five  feet  distant  from'the  nearest  edge  of  the  sill.  The 
hollow  quofns  to  be  eighteen  inches  square,  to  be  bolt- 
ed pgainst  the  recess  wal's,  and  secured  by  two  rods, 
also  tenoned  to  the  mitre-sil!  below.    The  gates  are  to 
be  painted,  and  to  have,  two  iron  paddle  gates  in  each 
gate,  or  ci,c;ht  in  the  lock,  the  castings  for  whxh,  will 
be  furnished  the  contractoi- at;  his  expense.    The  lock 
i  must  now  be  emb'ank'ed,  and  in  the  bank  on  the  up-hill 
1  side  must  be  laid  a  flume,  four  feet  b}-  two,  entering 
!  above  the  upper  gates,  and  descending  below  the  lower, 
:and  furnishod  with  a  slide  gate,  to  di-aw  the  water 
I  through,  or  to  cut  It  off  between  the  upper  and  lower 
I  levels.    This  being  done  the  lock  will  be  completed  by 
:.a  slope  waU  and  pavement  fifty  feet  below  the  wings, 
[  each  stone  of  the  pavement  to  be  at  least  two  feet  in 
depth. 

For  locks  of  another  lift  than  eight  feet,  it  is  neces" 
I  sar}^  to  observe  that  tlie  phui  will  remain  the  same,  but 
}  the  upright  timbers  and  plank  will  varj-  according  to  the 
I  lift.  The  walls  will  be  at  top,  four  feet  as  before,  but 
I  at  bottom  will  be  increased  or  diminished  by  one-fifth 
I  of  the  difference  betw-cen  eig-ht_fcet  and  the  lift  of  the 
1  given  lock.  ■  ^ 

The  foundation  and  bottom  of  the  pit  will  have  a  cor- 
responding- variation. 

;  .        No.  4  /  . 

"  ,    '  -Millerstown,  May  15th,  1828. 

To  the  Hon.  David  Scoff,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Pennsylvania' Canal  Commissioners. 
Sir,  exam.mations  have  been  made  to  ascertain  the  ' 
practicability  of  continuing  the  Juniata  canal  from  Hunt- 
ingdon  to  Lewistown,  by  the  valley  of  the  Kishacoqulliis 
creek.    The  levels  when  commenced  on  this  summit, 
which  is  half  a  mile  south  of  Homelstown.    The  fall  to 
the  mouth  of  Mills'  creek  Is  387. 50.    To  the  Hunting- 


don  icvel  established  by  Mr.  White,  344.32;  and  355  to 
the  river  at  that  place. 

The  summit  would  have  to  be  tunneled  if  the  water 
■was  taken  from  tlie  river  at  Hunting-don,  or  a  level 
would  have  to  be  continued  from  above  Frankstown,  or 
as  there  is  not  water  on  the  summit  it  would  haye  to  be 
pumped  from  the  river  36/  feet  high,  and  it  would  make 
724  feet  of  additional  lockag-e;  all  tliese  plant  are  im- 
practicable, as  the  object  is  not  commensurate  with  the 
cost,  and  also  the  Kishacoqulilis  valley  is  composed  of 
lime  stone,aiid  tile  permanency  and  usefulness  of  the  ca- 
nal passing  thi-oug-h  such  treacherous  strata  would  be 
g-reatly  jeopardised. 

I  therefore  consider  any  further  surveys  ia  that  quar- 
ter u.qeless.  Resp'ectfully  submitted. 

BE  WITT  CLINTON,  Engbieer. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCILiS. 
TarnsDAT  Eves-ixg,  JlAnca  26th.  '  . 
A  petition  was  received  from  sundry  citizens  praying- 
for  the  paving  of  Filbert  street  from  Thirteenth  to 
Broad,  Tliirteenth  street  from  Market  to  Cherry,  and 
•Juniper  street  from  Market  to  Cherry.  Referred  to 
Paving  Committee. 

A  petition  was  received  from  sundry  citizens,  praj'- 
-ing  that  the  footways  in  soutli  Broad  street,  may  be 
made  26J  feet  wide,  leaving-  a  carriage  way  sixty  feet 
wide,  with  a  single  row  of  trees  on  eacli  side  of  the 
street.    Referred  to  Paving  Committee. 

The  following  memorial  from  the  Watchmen  lately 
dismissed  from  employment,  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Reed,  Tdand,  O'Neill,  and  Snyder. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  petition  of  the  subscri- 
bers, respectfully  represents. 

That  they  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Citizensof  Philadelphiaas  City  Watchmen, 
for  several  years  at  monthly  wages,  payable  on  the  first 
day  of  each  month;  that  oil  the  tirst  day  of  January  last, 
they  were  paid  by  the  City  authorities  their  respective 
wages  for  the  month  of  December  preceding;  that  they 
continued  in  the  employ  as  aforesaid  until  about  the 
middle  of  .January  last,  when  they  were  discharged  and 
excluded  from  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  watch- 
men as  aforesaid  by  the  City  Commissioners,  without 
-previous  notice,  without  proof  or  allegation  of  miscon- 
duct, and  in  direct  violation  as  your  petitioners  respect- 
fully conceive,  of  the  contract  between  the  City  and 
them.    That  your  petitioners  had  faithfully  performed 
their  several  duties,  and  were  willing  and  ready  to  per- 
form the  same,  and  expressed  to  the  said  Commissioners 
their  willingness  and  readiness  to  perform  their  said  du- 
ties during  the  said  month  of  January  agreeably  to  their 
conti-act.    Your  petitioners  after  the  expiration  of  the 
month  of  January  applied  to  the  City  Commissioners  for 
the  payment  of  the  month's  wages  due  them  respective- 
ly, but  in  vain.    That  they  were  then  obliged  indivi- 
dually to  institute  suits  against  the  city  for  the  recovery 
of  their  wages  before  an  Alderman  of  the  City.  That 
many  days  were  occupied  in  the  investigation  (each 
case  being  considered  by  itself,  and  the  city  represente-d 
by  her  counsel,)  when  finally  jud.L;-meut  was  given  for 
the  amount  due  in  each  case.    That  appeals  from  the 
iungm^nt  of  the  Alderman  have  been  entered  on  behalf 
'of  the  City  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County 
of  Phiiadclphia.    Your  honourable  bodies  are  aware 
that  many  months  if  not  years  may  elapse  before  your 
petitioners  may  obtain  final  judgment  and  payment  b}' 
the  ordinary  proceediTigs  of  a  court  of  law;  and  that  in 
tlie  mean  time,  your  petitioners  in  addition  to  the  dis- 
tress wliich  they  and  their  families  have  already  cx[)e- 
rlenccd  by  being  so  unexpectedly  deprived  of  their 
means  of  support,  will  be  subjected  to  great  inconve- 
nience and  loss,  by  the  necessary  prosecution  of  their 
just  rights,    Under  these  circumstances,  your  petition- 


ers respectfully  appeal,  (without  prejudice  to  their 
rights)  to  your  honourable  bodies  and  trusts  that  the  cir- 
cumstances being  made  known  to  you,  you  will  as  an  act 
of  justice  cause  the  said  appeals  to  be  tliscontlnued  and 
full  payment  made  of  the  debt  and  cost  due  each  case 
as  aforesaid. 

Philadelphia,  March  26, 1829. 

The  following-  communication  was  received  from  the 
Franklin  Institute. 

Hall  of  Franklin  Institute,  > 
March  19ih,  1829.  5 
To  Jno.  M.  Scott,  Esq.  President  of  the  Select  Council 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Sir:  The  undersigned  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  subjoined  resolutions,  beg  leave  to  trans- 
rait  thein  through  you  to  the  Board  over  wliich  you 
preside,  with  a  request  that  the  use  of  part  of  the  build- 
ing and  power  occupied  by  the  city,  for  the  supply  of 
water,  may  be  granted  to  the  institute  for  the  purpose 
of  prosecuting  experiments  on  the  v.alue  of  vi'ater  as  a 
moving  power,  and  the  effects  on  various  kinds  of 
wheels,  as  compared  with,  each  other. 

In  trying  these  experiments  it  is  the  object  of  the  In- 
stitute to  establish  with  accuracy,  the  principles  on 
which  the  power  of  water  is  to  be  calculated,  and  ascer- 
tain the  mode  by  which  it  can  be  applied  with  most  ad- 
vantage and  economy.  The  subject  is  one  of  deep  in- 
terest to  everyone  connected  with  hydraulic  operations. 
The  experiments  hitherto  made  with  this  object  have 
been  prosecuted  by  the  use  of  small  models  and  the  re- 
sults as  might  be  anticipated,  have  been  by  no  means 
accurate;  the  repetition  on  a  scale  of  some  magnitude 
has  been  long  called  for.  ^Fhe  undersigned  look  forward 
with  a  hope  that  their  application  will  be  granted. 

The  expense  of  prosecuting-  these  experiments  on  a 
scale  and  to  an  extent  which  the  impqj  tance  of  the  ob- 
ject detpands,  will  not  fall  short  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, aiid  the  Institute  must  have  recourse  to  the  libe- 
rality and  public  spirit  of  those  to  whom  the  subject  is 
most  interesting,  for  pecuniary  means.  They  beg  leave 
to  suggest  to  the  Select  Council  whether  the  amount 
they  have  at'  stake  in  the  work  in  question  does  not 
place  the  city  of  Philadelphia  among  that  number. 

The  time  may  cjme  when  the  econom}'  in  water  will 
be  of  vital  importance  to  the  comforts  of  the  city.  The 
results  of  these  experiments  %vill  then  be  of  much  im- 
portance. 

The  undersigned  cannot  close  this  communication 
without  expressing  a  hope  that  the  assistance  of  the  city, 
towards  defi-aying  the  expense  of  these  important  and 
interesting  experiments  will  not  bo  wanting. 

At  a  stated  meetingof  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Franklin  Institute  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
promotion  of  the  Mechanic  Ai-ts,  held  at  their  Hall, 
March  12di,  1829,  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions were  proposed  and  adopted,  viz. 

AV'hereas,  the  value  of  water  as  a  moving  power  and 
the  relative  effect  produced  by  it  upon  wheels  of  differ- 
ent constructions  has  never  been  fixed  by  actual  expe- 
riment on  a  scale  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  settle  the 
principles  upon  which  it  is  to  be  calculated,  and 

Whereas,  a  course  of  experiments  of  sufficient  mag 
nitude  to  fix  the  data  from  which  such  calculations  may 
be  made  with  accuracy,  would  be  of  great  value  1o 
every  one  interested  in  mill  v/orks.  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute to  undertake  a  series  of  experiments  for  the  pur- 
poses set  forth  in  the  above  preamble,  provided  suffi- 
cient funds  can  be  obtained  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  inquiry  be  appointed 
with  instructions  to  apply  to  the  Select  and  Common 
Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  part 
of  the  city  water  works,  and  water  at  the  dam  at  Fair 
Mount,  for  the  pm-pose  of  prosecuting  ?uch  experi- 
ments. 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
solicit  funds  from  such  as  may  be  intere'sted  in  these  ex- 
periments to  aid  in  carrying;  them  into  effect. 

Messrs.  Samuel  V.  Merrick,  Benj.  Reeves,  Isaiah 
Lukens,  Kiifus  Tyler,  and  Andrew  Young,  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

WM.  HAMILTON,  Actuary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  llie  followiiig-  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  tliese  Councils,  the 
experiments  proposed  in  the  communication  received 
from  the  Franklin  Institute  are  of  such  importance  in  a 
practical  point  of  view  as  to  justify  on  the  part  of  the 
city,  deeply  interested  therein,  such  assistance  as  can  be 
safely  afforded  to  the  applicants. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Watering-  Com- 
mittee be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  the 
use  of  one  room  in  the  Fair  Mount  Buildings,  and  the 
necessary  water,  (if  upon  inquiry  they  shall  deem  it 
proper)  to  sucli  persons  as  may  be  engaged  in  the  said 
experiments,  provided  the  same  can  be  done  without  in- 
jury to  any  pait  of  the  said  public  works. 

Mr.  Bladen,  presented  the  following  report  on  the 
part  of  the  Market  Committee. 

7h  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
■    ~  phia. 

The  Committee  on  Markets,  report--. 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  several 
matters  at  various  times  referred  to  them,  and  now  res- 
pectfully submit  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

The  item  of  unfinished  business  No. '2,  relative  to  the 
removal  of  the  market  in  Broad  -street,  and  the  me- 
morials upon  the  same  subject;  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  deserve  immediate  attention.  Experience 
has  shown  that  the  erection  of  that  market  has  in  no  res- 
pect answered  the  expectations  of  those  with  whom 
the  project  originated.  It  produces  no  convenience  to 
the  citizens  residing  in  its  vicinity,  or  revenue  to  the 
city,  and  is  a  blot  upon  one  of  its  noblest  streets.  They 
therefore,  recommend  tlie  passage  of  an  ordinance,  that 
the  same  may  be  taken  down. 

The  item  of  unfinished  business  No.  3,  relative  to  the 
assize  and  weight  of  Bread,  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  is  one  which  should  be  acted  upon.  If  is, 
however,  doubtful,  whether  the  evils  complained  of  can 
be  remedied  by  the  Councils  under  the  acts  of  Assem- 
bly as  they  now  stand.  An  application  to  the  Legisla- 
ture would  be  the  proper  course,  and  the  committee  re- 
commend that  sucli  a  law  should  be  asked  for  as  would 
require  all  bread  offered  for  sale,  to  be  made  as  follows: 
an  half  pound,  pound  and  an  half,  two,  three,  four,  five, 
six,  seven,  eight,  nine  and  ten  pounds  avoirdupoise 
weight  and  upwards. 

The  erection  of  a  market  house  in  High  street,  west  of 
Broad  street,  is  by  the  committee  deemed  inexpedient 
at  this  time. 

The  memorial  from  the  victuallers  they  have  had  un- 
der consideration.  As  part  of  the  inconvenience  of 
which  they  complain  is  about  to  become  a  subject  mat- 
ter of  legislation  at  the  seat  of  the  state  government, the 
committee  consider  it  unnecessary  to  take  further  notice 
of  it. 

So  far  as  regards  the  application  for  and  against  the 
removal  of  the  market  carts  from  Chesnut  street,  the 
committee  report  that  the  same  may  be  done  without  in- 
jury to  the  interests  of  the  city  or  inconvenience  to  per- 
sons attending  the  markets,  provided  the  stand  selected 
be  not  too  distant  from  the  market.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  to  that  effect, 
and  suggest  one  or  both  sides  of  Dock  street  for  that 
purpose. 

The  bill  which  accompanied  the  report,  providing 
for  the  demolitioR  of  the  market  house  in  Broad  street, 
was  passed  by  the  Common  Council.  The  other  bill, 
providing  for  the  removal  of  the  market  carts  from 
Chesnnt  street  to  Dock  street,  was  postponed  for  want 
of  time. 


An  ordinance  was  passed  to  raise  the  sum  of  fifty-five 
thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Watering  Committee. 

The  Select  Council  adopted  the  following  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Toland.  The  Common  Council  postponed  It  on 
motion  ofMr.  O'Neill. 

Resolved  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  that 
the  .Joint  Committees,  appointed  on  Independence, 
Washington,  Franklin,  Penn,  and  Rittenhuuse  Squares, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
employ  such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  think  pro- 
per, to  improve  and  take  care  of  the  same,  and  that  the 
City  Commissioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  to  pay  all  bills  which  may  be  presen- 
ted to  them,  for  labour,  &c.  &c.  done  therein,  or  for 
wages  of  persons  so  employed,  provided  said  bills  be 
approved  and  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Square. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richards,  the  following  was  adop- 
ted. 

Whereas,  The  Poor  Laws  for  the  city  and  districts, 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  our  Legislature,  were  ma- 
turely considered  in  their  principles  and  provisions  by 
a  committee  of  highly  respectable  and  experienced  ci- 
tizens, appointed  by  a  public  town-meeting,  and  where- 
as the  above  laws  have  met  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Corporations  of  the  city  and  districts,  and  are  ac- 
ceptable to  the  citizens,  having  originated  in  views  of 
sound  economy,  and  being  directed  by  a  strict  regard 
to  the  welfare  and  interests  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  the 
general  interest.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Presidents  of  Councils  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  memorial  to  be  addressed  to  the 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  signed 
bj'  the  President  of  each  council,  to  be  laid  before  the 
house.  Praying  that  no  alteration  may  be  made 'In  the 
above  laws,  by  the  Legislature,  until  the  provision  of 
said  laws  have  been  fairly  tested. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Com-- 
mon  Council,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page. 

Whereas,  it  is  of  essential  importance  that  the  viewg 
of  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the  con- 
firmation by  the  Legislature  of  the  route  for  the  Rail 
Road  as  originally  reported  by  the  Engineers  on  the 
part  of  the  coinmonweallh  and  subsequently  altered 
and  improved,  should  be  made  known  to  their  repe- 
sentatives  in  that  body.  Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  by 
the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  that  the  members 
from  the  city  in  either  house  be  requested  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  at  the  hand  of  the  Legislature, 
such  confirmation;  as  it  is  believed  that  the  route  pro- 
posed meets  with  the  approbation  of  nine  tenths  of 
their  constituents,  is  calculated  more  than  any  other 
that  could  be  selected  to  save  expense  to  the  common- 
wealth, and  add  to  the  advantages  of  the  city  and  dis- 
tricts, and  will  give  to  each  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
immense  trade  of  which  it  is  to  be  the  outlet. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  any  change  or  alter- 
ation in  the  route  laid  down  by  careful,  diligent  and 
skilful  men,  selected  on  the  part  of  the  state  for  that 
purpose,  and  whose  report  in  relation  thereto,  is  enti- 
tled to  the  fullest  confidence  being  the  result  of  public 
duty  and  not  of  individual  procurement  would  in  the 
opinion  of  Councils  be  of  serious  detriment  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  and  surrounding  districts  and  greatly 
intei-fese  were  the  noble  object  which  the  common- 
wealth has  in  view  that  of  a  just  distribution,  (when- 
ever it  can  be  effected)  of  the  advantages  likely  to  arise 
from  the  great  scheme  of  Internal  Improvement  so  hap- 
pily concie\ed  and  so  ably  executed. 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  forwarded  to  each  of  the  City  members  sign- 
ed by  the  Presidents  of  Councils. 

The  Select  Council  had  adjourned  sometime  before 
there  was  an  opportunity  of  presenting  this  resolution 
to.  them  for  concurrence. 
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To  the  fionourchle  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  memorial  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of 
Philadelphia, 

■    Respectfully  Sheiveth: 

That  your  memorialists  in  common  with  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  whom  they  repi'esent,  take  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  prosecution  of  that  system  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  poor  laws  in  this  district,  which  was 
adopted  at  the  last  session  of  your  honourable  bodies. 
They  believe  the  system  to  have  been  well  considered, 
carefully  prepared  and  that  its  results,  if  it  be  unimped- 
ed in  its  operations,  will  be  hajipy.    They  know  tliat 
the  bill  then  passed  was  but  the  reflected  voice  of  this 
whole  community,  speaking  loudly  and  unanimously 
upon  the  momentous  subject.    They  believe  that  the 
public  opinion  remains  unaltered.    They  see  and  know 
that  the  administration  of  that  system  has  been  com- 
mitted to  upright,  faithful  and  intellig'ent  men.  They 
believe  that  it  has  produced,  and  is  d.iily  producing' 
most  salutary  consequences,  and  they  did  hope,  and 
tlieir  constituents  did  hope  that  the  experiment  under 
progress  would  have  been  permitted  to  proceed  to  con- 
summation.   But  your  memorialists  have- learned  with 
deep  regret  that  a  bill  has  been  laid  upon  your  tables 
(No.  64  of  Senate  files)  which  in  its  principles  subverts 
some  of  the  most  important  features  of  that  system  and 
imposes  by  some  of  its  provisions,  duties  utterly  inca- 
pable of  being  performed.    Your  memorialists  will  not 
trouble  your  honourable  bodies  with  an  argument,  they 
leave  the  duty  of  exhiljiting  the  subject  in  all  its  details, 
to  the  representatives  of  this   city  in  your  house. — 
Your  memorialists  content  themselves  by  praying  on 
behalf  of  tlie  city  of  Philadelpliia,  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  leave  your  own  work  untouched,  by  declar- 
ing to  you  solemnly  that  the  people  of  this  cit)'  desire 
no  alteration;  by  reiterating  the  sentiments  proclaimed 
in  the  memorials  addressed  to  you  last  year  and  adopt- 
ed by  these  Councils,  and  by  earnestly  entreating  that 
you  will  not  impede  the  march  of  that  plan  so  ardently 
solicited  from  you,,  so  cheerfully  acceded,  and  now  so 
rapidly  arriving-  at  maturity.-    Relying  upon  the  liber- 
ality witli  which  3^our  honourable  bodies  have  always 
bestowed  on  applications  from  the  extensive.community 
whom  your  memorialists  represent,  the  leave  the  sub- 
ject with  perfect  confidence  to  your  wisdom. 

;  "  :        E5ECtTTION'-OF^CmMINAl.S.  - 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re])resentatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  respectfully  show- 
eth,  -  _ 

That  they  regard  the  practice  of  executing  criminals 
publicl}',  in  open  fields,  or  by  the  road  side,  as  produc- 
tive of  very  serious  evils,  and  pray  that  a  stop  may  be 
speedily  put  to  it.  The  evils  to  wliich  they  particularly 
allude,  are  the  collection  of  the  idle,  the  dissolute  and 
wicked  classes  of  soclety,  who  invariably  assemble  in 
thousands,  upon  such  occasions,  not  only  from  our  own 
state,  but  even  from  remote  parts;  the  scenes  of  gamb- 
ling, low  debaucheries,  quarrels,  the  temptations  to 
vice,  and  the  commission  of  the  first  crimes  to  which 
they  give  rise,  loss  of  one  or  more  day's  work,  and  the 
waste  of  money  bv  those  who  cannot  without  injury  of 
their  families,  neglect  the  one,  or  dissipate  the  other. 

The  experience  of  ages  has  moreover  proved  that  pub- 
licity in  executions  never  serves  to  give  force  to  exam- 
ple to  prevent  the  commission  of  crimes:  on  the  con- 
trary, it  has  happened  even  in  our  own  state,  th.it  a  man 
murdered  a  fellow  creature,  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  on  which  he  himself  had  witnessed  the  execution- 
of  a  criminal,  for  the  same  offence.  We  allude  to  the 
case  of  Burns,  who  was  stabbed  by  Wilson  in  the  year 
1822,  the  day  on  which  Lechler  was  hung  at  Lancaster. 


It  is  notorious  also,  that  robberies  are  constantly  com- 
mitted under  the  gallows. 

We  view  public  executions  as  the  remnant  of  the 
ferocious  policy,  and  barbarous  ideas  which  prevailed 
in  the  benighted  age  of  the  world,  and  consider  them 
a  disgrace  to  the  present  enlightened  state  of  society; 
opposed  to  the  princli>le  of  the  mild  system,  which  to 
the  honor  of  Penhs3'lvania,  was  first  introduced  in  the 
U.  States,  into  her  reformed  penal  code,  and  as  tending 
to  harden  the  heart,  by  rendering  mankind  familiar 
with,  scenes  of  death. 

Without  expressing  our  opinion  as  to  the  expedien- 
eficy  of  continuing  the  punishment  of  hanging  in  our 
penal  code,  your  memorialists  earnestly  pray,  that  so 
long  as  it  is  permitted  to  remain,  the  infliction  of  it  may 
take  place  in  the  prison  yard;  and  that  no  person  be  al- 
lowed to  witness,  it,  except  the  sherlfl',  the  magistrates 
and  the  constables  of  the  city  or  countv,  and  such  others 
as  the  sheriif  may  deem  absolutely  necessary  on  the  oc- 
casion. AVe  beg  leave -respectfully  to  suggest  further, 
the  propriety  of  making  provision  for  the  presence  of 
-a  certain  number  of  witnesses  to- every  execution. 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  influence  of  example, 
your  memorialists  are  satisfied,  that  the  general  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  an  execution  was  about  to  take 
place  in  the  prison  yard,  would  have  a  much  greater 
effect,  than  the  pompt  us  parade  usual'  on  -Such  oceasi- 
ons,  in  the  presence  of  a  mujtijude. 

They  lastly  pray,  that  the  British  mode  of  executing 
criminals  .may  be  adapted,  viz..  dropping  them  throu.tjh 
ari  enclosed  pliitform,  as  in  this  way,  the  least  possible 
violence  will  be  done  to  the  feelings  of  the  spectators. 

Fhiladelpliia,  Uclober  'lC,  1828. 
Jame?  Mease,  ,M.  T).       P.  S.Du  Ponceau 
Robert-Ralston  -  .  'Roberts  Vaux 

Ale-xander  Henry  John  Vaughan 

Horace  Bihney  ■  -.    .      George  Emlen 
James  M.  Broom  Henry  J.  Williams 

Robevt  Wharton-  W'm.  M.  Walmsley 

John  BaCon  W.  S.  Warder 

John  Sergeant  '    '      ^    Mathew  Carey 
Jos.  R.  Ingersol.r  .  ,  .    .\Vm.  AVhite,  D.D. 
Thos.  Cadwalacier  -    "  '  .Nicholas  Bi.ddle  '  . 

R.euhen- Haines   .         ^Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

•  .  '       ,    '  EEMAEKS.  -  .   -  -  . 

Having  fr^cjuently  witnessed  private  executions,  (as 
far  as  was  practicable,)  as  well  as  public  ones,  and 
judging  from  the  effects  of  both  upoii  his  own  feelings, 
the  Editor  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  suggestions  of 
the  above  Memorial — at  the  same  time,  however,  he  is 
of  the  opinion,  that  while  the  operation  is  not  seen  by 
the  public,  there  should  be  some  public  annunciation  of 
the  fact,  at  the  moment,  calculated  solemnly  to  impress 
the  mind,  that  crime  has  met  with  its  merited  reward. — 
He  therefore  deems  it  not  unsuitable  to  the  occasion,  to 
introduce  the  following  narrative  of  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting such  executions,  in  the  place  where  his  own 
observations  were  made.  As  he  has  never  seen  any  of 
these  facts  before  noticed,  he  presumes  they  may  be 
new  to  manj'  of  his  readers,  and  perhaps  not  prove  al- 
together uninteresting. — 

During  a  residence  at  Canea,  in  the  island  of  Candia, 
(the  ancient  Crete)  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time 
from  1812  to  the  close  of  the  war  in  1815 — he  had  very 
frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  executions  of 
Turks  as  well  as  of  Greeks — the  mode  in  the  case  "of 
each  being  different — the  former  are  strangled  or  "botu 
strung,"  the  latter  suspended  from  a  gallows — that  pun- 
ishment being  considered  most  disgraceful  of  the  two, 
and  more  coi respondent  with  the  ideas  entertained  by 
the  Turks  of  that  oppressed  people.  The  castle  in  which 
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the  Turkish  prisoners  are  confined  and  executed,  is 
situated  upon  a  wall,  erected  for  the  puq^ose  of  exclud- 
ing the  sea,  and  thereby  forming-  the  port:  This  part  of 
the  harbour  is  somewhat  in  the  form  ot  a  horse  shoe, — 
there  being  a  pathway,  or  road,  from  the  Gastle,  around 
the  head  of  the  bay,  communicating  with  the  rest  of  the 
town.  The  Pacha's  palace,  where  criminals  have  their 
trial,  is  at  the  water's  edge,  on  the  side  of  the  port  op- 
posite to  the  castle:  the  vessel  to  .which  the  Editor  was 
attached  was  moored  nearly  in  adihe  fi-om  the  palace  vo 
the  Castle,  so  that  the  best  oppcrtunity  was  afforded  of 
witnessing  whatever  waste  be  .seen  of  this  melancholy 
spectacle.  The  prisoners,- iifter  undergoing  their  exr 
aminatioii  before  the  Pachar  were  transported  to  the 
castle  opposite,  in  the  harbour-master's  boat  when  it 
was  convenient,  and  when  otherwise,  our  own  boat  was 
frequently  pressed  into  the  ser\ice'— one  or  more  Janis- 
saries accompanying  the  prisoner.  On  one  occasion, 
we  witnessed  an  attempt  to  escape— by  the  prisoner 
leaping  out  of  the  boat;  the  Janissary  immediately  dfew 
a  pistol  from  his  belt,  fired,  and  wounded  the  man  so 
severely,  that  his  execution,  which  would  not  have 
taken  place  till  tlie  evening,  was  accomplished  in  a 
short  time  after  reaching  the  Castle.  It  was  generally 
known,  when  an  execution  was  to:  take  place  in  the 
evening,-  by  a  general  commotion  durlflg  seme  part  of 
the  day  among  the  Greek  sailors,-  in  their  attempts  to 
elude  the  observation  of  the  Harbour  Master,,  wh.ose 
duty  itwasto^Ummbn  them  to  be  the  executioners,  and 
who  dare  hot  disobey  the  -sumrrions  when  received. 

A  little  after  dark,  a  body  of  Janissaries  is.seen -issu- 
■  ingfromthe  gate  of  the  Pacha's  palace,'  each  having  his 
lighted  lantern,,  and  marching  in  procession  along  the 
•pathway  around  the  bay  until  they  arjMve  at  the  castle 
i-n -which  the  unfortunate  victims  are  CGnfined-:-there 
they  are  met  by  the  Harbour.  .Master,  having  in  his  boat 
the  Greek  sailors,  six  in  Jiumber,  w  hom  he  ha.5  collect- 
ed fop  executioners  from  the  different  vessels  in  the 
hai-bour.    The  door  of  tlie  Castife  h  opened— the  Janis- 
saries eriter--the  lighted -lanterns,  disappear  one  after 
another — the  door  is  cJosed — darkness  prevails  withoiit 
—and  a  solemn'silence  reigns  for  about  fifteen  q/twenty 
mmutes— when  the  discharge  of  a  c.innon  from  the  top 
of  the  Castle  announces  that  the  unhappy  victim  has  suf- 
fered._  When  more  than  oire  execution  takes  place,  ano- 
ther interval  of  silence  prevails— a.  second  gi.m  is  dis- 
charged—and  in  like  manner  one  giin  at  each  person's  ex- 
it:  these  have  sometimes  amounted  to  three  or  four  in  One 
evening,  and  executions  have  occurredseveral  nights  in 
succession.    As  to  the  mode  of  execution,  the  Editor 
can  say  nothing  .from    personal  -observation— it  has 
frequenllv  been  described  to  him  as  follows:— Tlie  pri- 
soner is  confined  in  an  apartment  from  which  he  issues 
,^t  the  order  of  Ihe  Janissaries,  through  an  aperture  so 
low  as  to  oblige  him  to  stoop,  or  in  a  position  bending 
forwards,  thus  presenting  his  head  first.    Across  this 
openmg,  a  rope  (or  ropes)  is  fixed,  with  a  noose,  so  ar- 
ranged that  three  of  the  sailors  are  stationed  on  one 
side  of  the  aperture,  and  three  on  the  other,  who  at  the 
command  of  the  Janissaries,  as  soon  as  the  head  of  the 
person  is  sufiicieiitly  advanced,  draw  in  contrary  direc- 
tions; and  thus  hold  the  victim  until  he  has  expired. 
The  execution  being  completed,  the  body  is  left  in  the 
castle  during  the  night-  the  Janissaries  come  forth  with 
their  lanterns,  and  return  in  procession  to  the  Pacha's 
palace,  by  the  same  route  by  which  they  went.  Next 
m.orning,  the  Harbour  Master  carries  the  dead  body  or 
bodies,  in  his  boat  exposed  to  view  (the  rope  remain- 
,  ing  around  the  neck,  and  the   face   exhibiting  the 
effects  of  strangulation)  to  the  shore  opposite  the  Cas- 
tle, where  persons  are  in  attendance  with  a  coffin  ready 
to  convey  it  to  the  grave-yard. 

The  silence  and  darkness  of  night— the  solemn  pro- 
cession of  the  Janissaries-^the  discharge  of  the  guns- 
all  have  a  most  poweiful  influence  to  impress  the  mind 
with  a  solemnity  and  awe,  which  notwithstanding  the 
frequent  repetition  of  executions,  were  never  removed 


We  have  said  that  the  gallows  is  employed  in  the  case 
of  the  Greeks.  This  is  situated  without,  though  not 
very  distant  from  the  gates  of  the  city,  having  on  the  one 
hand  a  baker's  shop,  and  on  the  other  a  dwelling.  The 
gallows  itself,  and  the  whole  operation,  is  veiy  simple;  it 
consists  of  the  usual  upright  and  transverse  pieces;  but 
the  cart  or  drop  is  dispensed  with,  for  instead  of  the 
criminal  being  let  fall,  he  is  raised  from  the  ground — the 
executioner  who  attends  him,  having  holji  of  one  end 
of  a  rope  attached  by  the  other  to  the  iieck — 
throws  it  over  the  top  of  the  gallows — receives  it  at. 
the  other  side,  and  having  raised  the  poor  convict 
from  the  ground,  attaches  the  rope  to  the  side  post, 
and  very  unconcernedly  leaves  him  hanging  for  three 
days,  when  he  is  taken  down  and  buried.  The  gallows 
is  always  standing.  In  all  the  cases  we  have  witnessed, 
according  to  this  mode,  the  bodies  appeared  to  be  less 
convulsed,  and  tlie  persons  to  suffer  less  than  by  the 
mode  of  dropping  adopted  in  this  country. 

Turkish  justice  is  very  summary — one  instance  we 
witnessed,  of  a  Turk,  returning  at  noon  from  a  neigh- 
bouring island  to  which  he  l>ad  fled  for  a  crime  com- 
mitted in  Candia,  so  many  years  previously,  as  to  induce 
him  to  believe  it  w  as  forgotten  or  forgiven;  the  vessel  in 
which  he  arrived  was  anchored  but  a  short  time  when  he 
was  arrested,  taken hefore  the  Pacha,  and  executed  the 
same  night. 

We  have  likewise  seen  a  Greek  brought  into  the  city 
from- the  countiyj  (having  passed  the  gallows)  conveyed 
to  the  Pacha's  palace,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  hav- 
ing received  his  sentence,  re-conducted  by  the  same 
officer  to  the  gallows,  and  executed — and  although 
he  passed  through  a  principal  street,  there  was  no  crowd 
or  bustle — a  few  boys  only  perhaps  following  at  a  dis- 
tance. Whether  this  indifference  arose  from  the  circum- 
stance of  the  gallows  being  constantly  in  view,  and  the 
criminal  remaining  so  long  a  time  suspended,  or  from  a 
deficiency  of  curiosity,  we  know  not.  It  m.ust  be  con- 
fessed that  during  the  latter  part  of  our  residence  there, 
from  being  in  the  daily  habit  of  passingthe  gallow-s,  it  ceas- 
ed to  inspire  the  feelingsit  did  at  first,'  and  even  the 
"siglit  ofa  human- being  suspeiided,  did  not  affect  ns  as. 
we  were  airected,  when  we  first  v\dtnessed  such  a  scene. 
Indeed  upon  one  occasion,, ther.e  was  such  an  odd  asso- 
ciation of  objects  upon  the  gallows,  that  the  previous 
'-suflering  of  the  pom--  wi^tches- -'scarcelv  created  a 
tliought.  On  the  evenjng  of  one  of  th.e  Gj'eek  festivals, 
as  is  usual,  there. was  a  bailor  daiKe,  at  which  some  of 
the-  party  indulged  too  freely.  A  law  existed  at  this 
time  that  no  person  should  fire  a  pistol  within  the  city. 
Unfortunately  a  poor  fellow,  in  merriment,  was  induced 

to  violate  this  regulation — it  soon  became  known  he 

and  the  fiddler  were  an-estedj  and  others  of  the  party 
sought  for.  Next  morning  by  breakfast  time,  both 
were  suspended,— the  former  with  his  pistol,  and  the 
latlerwith  his  violin  attached .  to  his  neck'.  The  only 
crime  of  the  fi'ddler  was,  having  been  present.  They  re- 
mained suspended,  bearing  their  different  insignia,  for 
three  days.     '     .  .    ■  ■ 

Notwithstanding  the  executions  of  Greeks,  were 
less  frequent  than  those  of  the  Turks,  yet  the  impres- 
sions made  upon  us  were  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
privacy  with  which  the  lattet-  were  conducted,  which 
the  time  of  night  chosen  for  the  purpose,  and  the  an- 
nunciation by  the  gun,  had  no  doubt  a  powerful  influ- 
ence in  producing.  And  yet  there  was  sufficient- ptib- 
licity  to  produce  all  the  efl^ect  expected  from  such 
occasions  by  way  of  example,  without  the  usual  con- 
comitants of  the  mode  adopted  in  this  country. 

I..EGISI<ATIYE  QUESTIOIV". 
SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE.— On   Monday.  23d 
ultimo,  Mr.  Livingston  of  Lehigh,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution — 

Whereas,  hy  the  Uth  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
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constitution  of  this  Commonw-ealtii,  it  is  provided,  that 
each  House  of  the  Leg-islatui  e  shall  choose  its  Speaker 
and  other  officers:  And  whereas,  it  is  no  where  pro- 
vided, that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  may  appoint  a  de- 
puty. Therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  proceed  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock 
to  elect  a^Speaker. 

On  Tuesday,  this  motion  came  up  for  consideration, 
and  a  ratiur  desultory  conversation  took  place.  The 
hour  of  11,  however,  arrested  tlie  discussion,  as  at  that 
hour  the  House  proceeds  to  the  consideration  of  Bills. 

On  Wednesday  the  resolution  ag-ain  came  up,  and  a 
discussion  more  irregular  tlian  that  of  Tuesday  ensued. 
The  resolution  was  postponed  for  the  present.  A 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Cunningliam  at  11  o'clock  that 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again 
to-morrow  morning-  at  9  o'clock,  was  ag-reed  to,  and 
thereupon  the  House  adjourned. 

Messrs.  Living-ston,  Lombaert,  Denison,  Petrikin, 
Mallery,    Mclieynolds;    Simpson,   Krepps,  Roberts. 
Banks,  Blair,  Kerr,  Horn,  Waugh,  Chaaipiieys,  and 
some  others  took  part  in  the  debate,  in  the  course  of 
the  various  shapes  it  assumed.    The  supporters  of  Mr 
Livingston's  resolution  did  not  g-enerally  contend  that 
the  appointment  of  a  member,  daily,  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  Speaker,  vitiated  their  proceedings,  or  would 
render  the  laws  they  might  pass  positively  unconstitu- 
tional; but  there  was  enough  to  raise  a  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  and  no  doubt  ought  to  be  allowed  to  exist. 
The  Constitution,  Art.  I.  sect.  XI.  says  "eacA  house  shall 
choose  its  Speaker  and  other  officers;  and  the  Senate  shall 
also  choose  a  Speaker  pno  tempore,  when  the  Speaker 
shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor.'^    And  section  XHI. 
says,  "Each  House  may  determine  the  rule  of  its  pro- 
ceedings."   Itule  7  of  the  House  declares  that  the 
Speaker  "maij  name  amemher  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  chair,  hut  such  substitution  shall  not  exist  beyond  an 
adjournrrcent."   The  Speaker  had  been  going  on  from 
day  to  day  for  two  weeks  to  name  members  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  chair,  when  it  was  at  least  doubtful 
whether  he  had  authority  nnder  the  constitution,  or  by 
the  Rule  of  the.  House  to  repeat  the  substitution  from 
day  to  day.  - 

Those  wlio  opposed-the  resolution  relied  upon  the 
7th  Rule  of  the  House,  adopted  in  conformity  with  Art. 
I.  sect.  IS  of  the  Constitution,  to  sustain  the  regularity 
of  tlieir  yn'oceedings. 

The  inexpediency  of  proceeding  without  the  attend- 
ance of  Mr.  Middleswarth,  the  Speaker  elected  by  the 
House,  was  strongly  pressed  on  the  one. hand,  and 
not  controverted  on  the  other;  and  from  the  disposition 
indicated  by  tlie  votes  of  Wednesday  (yesterday)  we 
judge  that  if  the  actual  Speaker  is  not  in  the  chair  this 
morning  at  9  o'clock,  another  person  will  be  then  elect- 
ed Speaker  of  the  House.— //ar.  Chron. 

The  Speaker  being  enabled  to  resume  his  seat  on  the 
26th,  tiny  further  discussion  on  the  above;question  was 
rendered  unnecessary  for  the  present. 


-      T/ILMAM  LEHMAN,  ESQ. 

Hahjiisburg,  March  30. 

The  house  being  called  to  order,  and  the  minutes  of 
Saturday  read, 

Mr.  Duncan,  in  a  very  feeling  manner  announced  the 
death  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Lehman,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Cunningham  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions: Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, deeply  and  sincerely  regi'etting  the  death 
of  Wm.  Lehman,  Esq.  long  a  useful  and  industrious 
member  of  their  body,  desirous  of  paying  a  tribute  of 
respect  so  justly  due  to  his  memory,  will  attend  his  fu- 
neral at  10  o'cleck  to-morrow  morning,  from  His  late 
residence  in  this  borough. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  order  of  procession 
shall  be  observed  at  the  funeral. 


1  Ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

2  The  body  of  the  deceased,  with  six  pall  bearers. 

3  The  members  from  the  cltj  of  Philadelphia. 

4  The  members  who  boarded  with  the  deceased. 

5  The  officers,  speaker  and  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives, 

,  6  The  officers,  speaker  and  members  of  the  Senate. 

7  The  Governor  and  secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

8  Heads  of  Departments. 

9  The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 

10  Citizens  and  Strangers. 

The  members  of  both  houses  to  proceed  from  their 
respective  chambers  in  the  above  order,  to  the  funeral, 
and  return  in  the  same  order. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  testimony  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  Wm.  Lehman,  Esq.  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, late  member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  the 
the  members  will  wear  crape  on  their  arm  forthirty  days, 

A  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  superintend  the 
funeral  ceremonies,and  the  house  then  adjourned  until 
three  o'clock  to  morrow  afternoon. 

"  As  a  merchant,  Mr.  Lehman  held  a  high  character 
for  integrity  and  liberality;  as  a  citizen,  he  enjoyed  a 
large  degree  of  respect,  due  to  his  general  worth  and 
amiable  conciliating  manners.  As  a  public  officer,  a 
representative  of  this  city  in  the  state  legislature,  the 
labours  of  Mr.  Lehman  have  drawn  to  him  the  commen- 
dation of  every  friend  of  the  great  works  of  internal 
improvements  that  now  occupy  the  attention  of  our 
state.  From  the  year  1817  to  the  last  moment  that  he 
could  give  his  name  to  a  public  document,  he  laboured 
with  an  unceasing  and,  perhaps  we  maj  add,  an  exclu- 
sive ardour  in  the  ca\ise  of  rail  roads  and  canals;  and 
earned  a  name  and  reputation,  by  his  distinguished  ex- 
ertions, that  will  be  remembered  and  respected  by 
those  who  trace  public  benefits  to  their  source." 

J  - .  ,.  .  .    U.  S.  Gaz.  - 

'       _    .  INSOLVENTS. 
i"rom  the  list  of  131  applicants  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Insolvent  Law  at  tlie  Court  this  week,  the  following 
statement  of  their  trades  and  professions  has  been  made 
out.  ~  •  - 


Cordwainers. . .   17 

Labourers ..  .i. ......  .^.11 

Carperiters   7 

Cabinet  makers  5 

Victuallers   5 

Tailors....   5 

Iimkeepers   5 

Mariners. .    4 

Waiters   4 

Grocers  4 

Blacksmiths.   3 

Stone  masons  3 

Merchants.. . . ,  3 

Manufacturers   3 

Accountants......   3 

Printers.  2 

Painters  and  Glaziers. ...  2 

Hatters  2 

Morocco  dressers  2 

Dry  Good  Merchants. ...  2 
Doctors  of  Medicine. ...  2  I 

Carters  2 

Weavers   2 

Comedian.'!.  2 

Shipwrights  2 

Not  specified  2 

Coach  maker  1 

Glue  maker  1 


Comb  maker  1 

Coach  lace  maker  1 

Teacher  1 

Waterman  ....  ^ .........  1 

Biass  founder  1 

Cotton  spinner  1 

Machine  maker.  ....... .1 

Millinery  storekeeper. . .  .1 

Musician.  .1 

Glove  manufacturer  1 

Tallow  chandler   .1 

Paint  manufacturer  1 

Bookbinder  1 

Tanner.. . .  ^  1 

Furrier...  1 

Baker     1 

Oysterman  ...1 

Barber  1 

Paviour.  .1 

Pewterer  1 

Ochre  g-rinder. ........ ..1 

Worker  in  brass  1 

Spade  and  shovel  manu- 
facturer ...1 

Farmer  1 

Boarding  house  keeper..  1 


Total. 
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SUPREME  COUUT.      -  ' 
The  case  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  was  argued  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  March,  1828, 
when  one  seat  was  \acant,  and  the  four  judg-ea  were 
equally  divided  in  opinion.    The  cause  again  came  be- 
fore the  court  at  their  late  term.    It  was  .an  application 
by  the  ininojpity  of  the  church,  amounting  to  about  59, 
for  a  charter,  asswmingthe  riame  of  the  mother  church. 
Against  the  assumption  of  this  name,  the  majority, 
amounting  to  about  430,  remonstrated.    It  appeared  in 
the  course  of  the  evidence,  that  the  annual  income  of 
the  church  amounted  to  3,300  dollars,  or  thereabouts. 
The  subject  was  discussed,  with  g-reat  learning  and 
ability  by  the  counsel,  who  exhausted  research  into  the 
ecclesiastical  and  judicial  subjects  connected  with  the 
enquiiy.    After  the  argument,  the  Chief  Justice  ob- 
served that  the  opinions  of  the  senior  members  of  the 
court  continued  unchanged,  and  of  course  are  equally 
divided;  and  that  it  only  remained  for  Judge  Smith  to 
deliver  his  opinion — who  then  pronounced  the  follow- 
ing opmion.  -  "    -  .       '     '  '  ' 
Judge  smith's  oPti^^^o^^.      ■  "  ' 
On  the  15th  day  of  December,  1827',  a  motion  was 
made  iu  this  court  for  a  rule  to  show  cause,  why  the 
certificate  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ori  the 
application  of  Levi  Garrett,  John  M'Leod,  and  others, 
to  a  chartei';  as  the  First  Baptist  Clmrch  of  Philadel- 
phia, should  not  be  vacated.    The  case  has  been  twice 
argued,  and  the  last  argument  has  taken  a  very  wide 
range  indeed :  and  although  I  most  readily  acknowledge 
the  ability  with  which  the.  case  has  been  argued,  on  the 
part  of  the  applicants,  as  well  as,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  oppose  the  granting  of  the  charter,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  in  my  opinion  it  was  not  necessary  to 
travel  over  so  much  ground  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  cor- 
rect decision  of  the  case,  for  the  real  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion lie  within  a  very  narrow  compass.  It  is  truly,  as  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  applicants  stated,  a  question  of 
law;  which  admits  of  an  easy  solution,  if  we  do  not  lose 
sight  of  the  real  question.    True,  it  is  an  important  one; 
and  as  such,  I  have  approached  and  considered  it,  with 
all  the  attention  in  my  power,  and  at  length  formed  an 
opinion  to  thebest  of  my  understanding. 

The  reasons  for  my  opinion,  satisfactory  at  least  to 
hjy  mind,  and  which  I  trust  I  can  hereafter,  if  necessary, 
repeat,  repose  upon,  and  be  responsible  for,  I  will  now 
proceed  to  state. 

The  certificate  was  granted,  in  pursuance  of  the  di- 
rections of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  on 
the  6th  d;>y  of  April,  1791,  entitled  "an  act  to  confer 
on  certain  associations  of  the  citizens  of  this  common- 
wealth, the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations,  or 
bodies  politic  in  law."  By  this  act  it  is  made  lawful  for 
any  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  who  are  associated,  or  mean  to  associate,  for  any 
religious  purpose,  and  who  may  be  desirous  of  enjoying 
the  powers  and  immuRities  of  a  body  politic  in  law,  to 
prepare  an  instrument  in  writing,  in  which  the  objects, 
articles,  conditions  and  name,  style  or  title  of  the  associa- 
tion, must  be  specified,  and  exhibit  the  same  to  the 
attorney  general,  who  is  to  peruse  and  examine  it;  and 
if,  OD  examination,  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions. 
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are  in  his  opinion  lawful,  it  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  with  his  certificate  thereon  endorsed. 
If  the  Supreme  Court  concur  with  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral as  to  the  lawfulness  of  the  objects,  articles  and  con- 
ditions, the  instrument,  with  a  certificate  of  the  court 
thereon  endorsed,  testifying  their  opinion,  is  directed 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  governor;  who  ihen  only  is  to 
transmit  the  same  to  the  roll's  office,  requiring  it  to  be 
there  enrolled;  and  upon  the  enrollment  thereof,  the 
persons  associated  according  to  the  objects,  articles  and 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  instrument,  become  a  body 
politic  in  law  and  fact,to  have  continuance  by  the  name, 
.style  and  title  in  such  instrument  provided  and  declared. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  association  in  question  is  for  a 
relig-ious  purpose.  The  preliminary  steps  necessary  to 
obtain  a  charter  have  been  taken,  for  an  instrument  in 
writing,  specifying  the  objects,  articles  and  condition?, 
and  name,  style  or  title  of  the  association,  was  exhibit- 
ed to  the  Attorney  General,  who  has  duly  certified  that 
in  his  opinion  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein 
set  forth  and  contained,  are  lawful.  In  this  opinion  the 
Supreme  Court  have  concurred,  and  have  endorsed 
their  certificate  on  the  instrument;  but  the  enrollment 
required  by  the  act  has  not  been  made. 

It  appears  that  for  mere  than  eighty -five  years,  a  re- 
ligious congregation  has  existed  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, called  at  first  the  Baptist  Church  of  Philadelpliia, 
and  then,  in  the  year  1802,  about  sixty-six  years  after 
the  establishment  of  this  church,  it  was  called  the  First 
Baptist  Church.    The  association  whose  charter  is  now 
before  us,  were  formerly  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  from  which  they  liave  separated.    They  now 
worship  at  the  Academy  in  Fourth  street,  and  call  them- 
selves  also   the   First  Baptist  Church   of  Philadel- 
phia.   It  is  certainly  not  surprising  that  in  so  flourishing 
a  country,  and  with  so  rapidly  increasing  a  population, 
members  of  one  church  should  sep.arate  and  form  dis- 
tinct congregations.    This  has  frequently  happened  in 
the  counties  of  this  state,  as  well  as  this  city;  the  rightto 
sepai-ate  is  not  denied  to  the  applicants  in  the  present 
case,,and  is  indeed  indisputable. 

The  question  then  is,  whether,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  certifrcate  of  this  court,  testifying  their 
opinion  of  the  lawfulness  of  the  objects,  ai-ticles  and 
condition.s,  set  forth  in  this  instrument,  should  be  revok- 
ed?   Before  I  proceed  further  in  the  consideration  of' 
this  subject,  let  me  remark,  that  in  regard  to  the  busi- 
ness of  charters,  the  Act  of  .\ssembly  requires  that  the 
Supreme  Court  should  give  their  opinion,  whether  the 
objects,  articles  and  conditions  set  forth  ir,  the  instru- 
ment of  association  be  lawful,  and  that  is  all.    And  that 
we  are  confined  to  this,  is,  I  think,  evident  from  what 
fell  from  the  late  chief  justice,  in  6th  Sergeant  and 
Rawle,  505,  not  particularly  cited  in  the  argument. 
There,  in  the  case  of  St.  Mary's  church,  the  justly  ve- 
nerated chief  justice  remarked  that,  "  in  this  business 
of  charters,  the  court  acts  under  the  grant  of  an  extraor- 
dinary  power,  of  a  special  nature,  and  confined  to  the 
cases  described  in  the  act  of  assembly."    1  admit  tliat 
the  authority  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  above 
mentioned  act  is  important;  or  in  the  language  of  the 
able  and  ingeniou.'s  counsel  who  concluded  llie  argument, 
:"a  vast  power;"  but  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  dangerous  . 
authority,  restricted  as  it  is,  to  associations  for  literary,  ,■ 
charitable,  and  religious  purpcsea. 
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The  rcnson  for  establishing'  the  mode  of  creating  cor- 
jpovations  prescribed  in  this^acl,  are  slated  in  the  pream- 
ble; and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  benefits  antici-i 
pated  by  the  legislature,  have  been  reahzed  in  ihe  ope- 
ration of  the  law;  but  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  power 
to  remedy  the  evil  is  not  lodged  in  this  court.  The 
alarm,  however,  wliich  l\as  been  ofteii  expressed  by 
some  of  our  wisest  and  best  men,  in  regard  to  the  mul- 
tiplication of  corporations,  and  charter  privileges,  can- 
pot  extend  to  the  increase  of  sucli  associations  as  are 
contemplated  in  the  act  of  ir91,  the  objects  of  which 
are  essentially  beneficial. 

The  members  of  the  original  or  old  Baptist  church, 
in  whose  behalf  this  rule  has  been  granted,  object  to  the 
charter  on  account  of  the  small  number  of  those  who 
have  associated  together.  But  this  objection  cannot  be 
sustained.  The  act  of  Assembly  does  not  require  a 
thousand,  a  hundred,  or  fifty;  or  any  particular  number. 
The  privilege  :s  extended  by  the  act  to  any  number: 
and  the  answer  to  this  objection  is,  thtit  a'  number  of 
persons,  according  to  the  act,  demand  that  the  Supreme 
Court  should  comply  with  tlie  requisitions  of  this  law. 

A  more  plausible  objection  is  this:  The  old  church, 
denies  the  right  of  the  applicants  to  the  name,  style  or 
title  of  the  "First  Baptist  Church  of  Philadelphia." — 
"Upon  consideration  it  does,  however,  appear  to  me, 
that  there  is  more  of  feeling  than  of  sound  reason  in  this 
objection.    AVhat  real  inconvenience  can  the  original 
church  sustain?   Surely  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the 
liistory  of  the  congregation  can  be  blotted  out,  or  con- 
founded by  this  assumption  of  a  name  on  the  part  of  the 
association.    Can  the  original  church  suffer  any  detri- 
inent  in  its  rights  of  Whatever  description  by  reason  of 
this  assumption?  unquestionably  not.    Can  it  effect  the 
identity  of  the  original  congregation,  or  endanger  their 
pl'operty?    The  third  secti<<n  of  the  ~th  article  of  our 
excellent  constitution  protects  them  effectvially  when  it 
declares  that  the  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  es- 
tates of  religious  societies  shall  remain:  and  hence  I 
conclude,  these  to  them  invaluable  rights,  as  well  as 
their  e'.tates,  cannot  be  taken  away  by  any  name  in  a 
charter,  sucli  as  the  one  before  us.     Besides  it  is  not 
found  in  the  transactions  of  society,  that  identity  of 
names  produces^any  Confusion  of  rigfit,  nor  can  it  be  se- 
riously apprehended  in' this  case;  tliat  tli'e  association 
v/ould  in  consequence  of  the  cor-p'orate  n»me_oi  "The 
fii-st  Baptist  Church  of  Philadelphia"  lay  claim,  to  any 
thing  which  belongs  to  the 'old  congregation.     But  it 
Ihey  should,  we  cani'.ot  now  decide  on  it  fov  the  act  of 
asscmbl}'-  docs  not  contemplate,  that  this  court  shoiilJ  (n 
this  way,  decide  claims'or  contested  fkcts.  We  Have-Ro' 
authority  to  do  so  in  this  stage  of  the  business;  they 
must  be  tried  and  decided  like  all  other  facts  by  Jury.- 
Let  me  here  observe  that  tlieir  friend  and  brother  did 
really  place  this  case  in  a  strong  and  striking  view  be- 
fore the  opponents  of  this  charter— What  said  he  to 
,.  them,  on  the  28th  of  March,  182r,  isthe  pointin  dispute? 
Isitthenam«?    "Let  them  have  it,  and  do  3'ou  take  it 
too,  or  take  another.  I  would  not  care  a  fraction  about  it. 
l)o  they  want  your  funds?    This  is  a  legal  question, and 
may  be  brought  before  a  legal  tribunal  by  )  onrselves  or 
them,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  you  may  let  them  keep 
it  if  tliey  have  got  it,  and  do  without  it.    Neither  the 
name,  iior  the  money  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  sal- 
vation of  your  sovds  or  the  souls  of  your  neighbors.  In 
the  mean  time,  while  the  controversy  is  g'oing'  on,  Satan, 
will  rejoice,  religion  will  decline,  and  souls  will  be  lost. 
>  Were  it  in  my  power,  I  would  as  soon  as  possible  stay 
all  ])roceedlngs,  and  quietly  g-o  on  to  save  as  many  sin- 
ners as  I  could,  and  make  my  people  as  good  as  possi- 
ble. If  you  do  tills, God  willhelp  you  with  orwithout  the 
money  or  iJieiiume.  If  he  do  not,  neither  the  one  or  the 
other,  will  do  you  any  good As  a  christian,  T  must 
say,  I  could  have  wished  the  advice  here  given,  hy  a 
good  and  pious  minister  of  the  gospel,  had  been  follisw- 
led;  if  it  had,  we  would  not  have  been  engaged  a  whole 
-^yeek,  in  hearing  a  controversy  so  painful  to  many,  and 


after  all,  pei-haps  satisfactory  to  very  few.  This  epistle 
of  their  Kev.  Brother  Wavlaml,  let  me  observe,  contaiitis 
sound  legal  doctrine,  and  it  breathes  the  true  spirit  of 
the  christian  religion,  and,  I^regret,  that  the  precepts 
which  it  endeavors  to  inculcate,  were  not  followed  in 
182r,  when  it  was  written;  na}',  I  regret  that  in  1825, 
the  g-entlemcn  composing-  the  majority  of  the  church, 
did  not  pursue  in  regard  to  theirbrethren  the  minority, 
a,  similar  course  of  conduct,  perhaps  it  would  have  been 
infinitely  better  i-f  the}'  had  done  so,  instead  of  wfiieh 
we  find  them  in  1825,  deposing  their  christian  brethren 
from  office,  soon  afler,suspending  them  from  tlie church 
privileges,  and  finally  expelling  them  fi'om  the  church 
and  its  rights  altogether;  and  indeed  but  yesterd;\y,  we 
were  told,  within  their  hearing,  that  they  deserved  all 
this,  because  the}'  were  mere  devils.  Such  conduct,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  from  christian  brethren,  towards 
bretliren  of  the  same  church,  is  not  calculated  to  bring 
about  a  christian  reconciliation  or  to  save  the  souls  of 
sinners,  at  least  not  in  my  opinion.  But  in  relation  to 
this  opinion,  the  sole  question  is,  can  this  court  pro- 
nounce the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  first  Baptist 
(;hurch  of  Philadelphia,  set  forth  in  the  instrument,  to 
be  uhlavi-ful?  for  if  lawful,  tlie  court  are  required  to  cer- 
tify their  opinion  to  that  effect.  1"he  association  have  a 
riglit  to  choose  a  name  for  themselves,  andthere  is  noth- 
ing in  the  adoption  of  a  name, .which  is  borne  by  anoth- 
er, which  infracts  any  known  law.  It  neither  deprives 
the  other  of  his  name  nor  of  any  thing  else,  t  am  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  this  objection  is  without  foundation. 

At  the  close  of  the  argument  a  point  was  made  not 
mentioned  before,  that  the  5th  article  in  the  charter  was 
not  lawful,  nay,  that  it  is  palpably,  flagrantly  and  fright- 
fully unlawfulj  and  1  believe,  it  was  even  said. it  would 
establish  a  papacy  in  this  state.  If  I  really  thought  so, 
I  would  be  the  last  man  to  sanction  such  a  charter,  but 
it  does  not  do  so — let  me  approach  this  frightful  mon- 
ster and  see  what  it  is.  A  copy  of  the  5th  article  of  the 
charter  is-as  follows: — "The  secular  affairs  of  said  cor- 
poration shall  devolve  upon  &  be  managed  by  deacons, 
John  M'Leod,  &c.  naming  the  rest  apcl  their  successors 
in  office:  who  are  declared  a  board  of  Trustees  for  tliat 
purpose,  and  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  have  fulkpow- 
er  and  authority  to  manage,  transact,  and  dispose  of  all 
the  Estate  and  effects  and  temporal  affairs  of  the  church, 
-in  the  most  jiidiclous  manner,  consistent  with  christian 
ob-ligatipn.and  according  to  tlie  bye-laws  of  the  corpora- 
tion." It  provides  that  they  shall  elect  their  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  and  make  report  of  their  doings  to  the 
churc(i.     ,  .  .  ■    >  _        "  - 

In  my  opinitjn  there  is  not  the  colour  of  objection  tp 
3  ny  part  of  this  article;  or  at  least  no  objection  whicli- 
any  other  person  than  a  member  of  the  corpoi  ation  can 
make.  I)i  tlie  first  place  it  provides  that  the  secular  af- 
fairs of  saia  corporation  shall  devolve  on,  and  be  mana- 
ged by  the  present  deacons  (naming  them)  and  their 
successors  in  ofncke,  and  they  are  decbrcd  a  board 
•  of  Trustees  for  thai  purpose,  and  shall  at  all  times 
hereafter  have  power  and  authority  to  manage,  trans- 
act, and  dispose  of  all  the  estate  and  effects  and 
temporal  affairs  of  the  Church,  in  the  most  judicieus 
nianuer,consistent  with  Christian  obligation  and  the  bye- 
laws  of  the  corporation.  I  shall  not  mention  objections: 
made  to  this  article  on  account  of  what  is  not  in  it. — 
Where  a  religious  society,  or  a  charitable,  or  a  literary 
one,  applies  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  one  reason  for 
this  is  always,  for  the  easier  and  better  arrangement  of 
its  property;  and  this  arrangement  where  the  soeietyis 
numerous  is  -generally  vested  in  a  few  of  the  members 
(who  are  sometimes  named  in  the  charter  and  some- 
times not)  and  their  successors.  Those  in  whom  the 
management  is  invested  may  hold  the  appointment  for 
one  year,  two,  three,  five  or  more,  or  for  life.  They 
may  be  indifferent  persons,  or  it  may  be  requisite  that 
they  or  some  of  them  should  be  of  a  particular  descrip- 
tion, for  example — The  minister  for  the  time  being  may 
always  be  one,  or  it  may  be  requisite,  that  they  should 
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be  communicants  of  the  Cliurcli,  or  deacons,.  Or  dders — 
and  all  these  are  equally  lawful  articles  in  the  Charter. 
And  we  cannot  reject  an  application  for  a  charter,  be- 
cause the  manag-ers  of  the  fund,  by  whatever  name  they 
may  be  called,  are  to  be  elected  more  frequently  or  less 
frequently  than  we  would  advise,  nor  because  they  may 
he  chosen  from  among-  those  who  held  pews,  or  must  be 
from  those  in  full  communion— imd  if  a  religious  society 
<;hoose  it  to  be  so,  it  Is  lawful,  that  their  ministeror  their 
elders,  or  deacons,  that  those  who  are  eminent  and  se- 
lected for  piety  and  knowledge  in  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters, should  hIso  be  intrusted .  with  the  manasjement  of 
the  funds.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  tlie  rule  should 
be  discharg-ed.  ,  , 

Judge  Tod  then^deolared  the  following'  opinion,  as 
containing  the  sentiments  of  himself  and  Judge  Rogers. 
JUDGE  TOD'S  OPINION. 
IMuch  new  evidence. has  been  produced;  and  new  ar- 
g-uments  have'  been  o.ffered;  by  which  I  must  say  tliat 
my  opinion  is  not  chang-ed,.  but  rather  confirmed. — 
Some  notice  of  this  additional  matter  appears  to.be-'In- 
dispensable.  We  are  asked,  if  we  can  well  retract  our 
approbation  solemnly  given  to  the  charter?  .1  would 
answer  that  to  correct  an  error  Is  nof  to  retract  our-opin- 
jon.  The  usage  had  been  to  attend  to  this  business  of 
signing  charters  not  In  open  court.  It  happened  that 
the  apphcation  in  ttiis  case  was  made  shortly  after  both 
the  judges  who  resided  In  the  city  h^id  unfortunatelj' 
been  removed  by  death.  We  might  all  have  known, 
and  probably  did  know,  of  the  first  Baptist  Cluu'ch  of 
-Philadelphia,  without  knowing  that  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen professing  the  Baptist  faith  had  presented  a 
"charter  for  allowance,  the  first  article  of  which  Is,'  "This 
corporation  shall  bej-called  and  known  by  the  name, 
.stile  or  title  of'^TheJirst  Baptist  Church  of'Fhiladeljjhia." 
AVhen-all  those  thus  applying',  witho.ut  any  exception, 
so  far  fi'om  being  authorised  by,  or, belonging  to,  the 
.real  existing,  first  Baptlst'Church  of  Philadelphia,  were 
not  aliens  only  but  enemies  to  that  church  and  had  been 
.so  for  years.  .  . 

Somo  matters  xlotibtful  before  are  no  longer  so. — 
What  was  then  assumed  as  an  historical  fact  is  now  prov- 
ed and  admitted — the  perfect  equality  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  ever)'  Baptist  church,  and  among  tlie  churches 
themselves  the  most  entire  independence  of.each  other. 
Much  ne  w  proof  has  been  adduced  as  to  the  removal  from 
office  of  the  former  deacons,  and  the  expulsion  from 
the  church  of  them  and  their  adherents.  On  this  head 
the  rankest  Injustice  Is  charged.  Were  it  admitted  for 
a  moment  that  the  charge  was  made  out  by  the  proof, 
yet  perhaps  it  might  be  aslced  what  authority  have  we 
under  the  act  of  1791,  to  try  and-ptinlsh  these  offences? 
if  there  has  been  any  violation  of  the  legal  riglit,  Jhe 
.-suffering" party  might  have  bad  a  leg-al  redress  in  so?)ic 
;mode,  and  a  trial  by  jury.  If  there  is  no  legal  riglit  In 
the  case,  but  .a  matter  of  ecclesiastical  disci]iline  only, 
it  might.  I  think,  be  asked  of  those  gentlemen,  who  of 
their  ewn  free  will  have  joined  the  Baptist  church,  why 
they  should  decline  what  every  Baptist  by  becoming 
such  agrees  to  submit  to,  the  judgment  of  his  peers.  In 
all  church  matters,  ■without  appeal  to  ».ny  power  on 
eai'th? 

Even  suppose  the  majority  t'o  have  acted  unjustly, 
arid  the  power  of  I'edress  to  be  in  us,  yet  we  ought,  in 
itiy  opinion,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  this  sort  of  redress 
_and  this  sort  of  punishment.  I  would  hardly  consent 
to  do  any  thing  against  the  first  Baptist  church  of  Phil- 
adelphia, which  might  have  even  the  appearance  of  de- 
grading tliem  from  theii-  stlle  and  title,  and  putting  them 
:to  the  hard  necessity  of  giving  up  their  old  name  and 
taking  a  new  one,  or  else  encounter  the  risk  of  subju- 
gating to  a  self-nominated  hierarchy,  and  a  sort  of  revo- 
lution in  the  oldest  Baptist  church  In  Pennsylvania, 
from  democracy  to  oligarchy.  In  point  of  iact  the  In- 
justice Is  not  apparent  to  rrie  from  the  evidence.  It 
■would  seem  that  the  m'ijority  has  done  no  more  than 
■was  required  by  their  church  rules,  and  by  selfpreser- 


vatlon;  no  more  than  is  us.ually  done  in  such  cases  In  In- 
dependent churches.  The  same  power  Is  exer- 
cised by  all  religious  communities.  ,  They  proceed 
in  their  own  form:s,  and  not  In  the  forms  of  criminal  law. 
There  appears  nothing  very  Intolerant  in  a  majority  re- 
fusing- to  be  harrassed  by  er.dless  broils  and  contention, 
nor  any  thing  in- the  nature-  of  liberty,  Inco.nsistent  with  a 
proper  remedy  against  faction  and  disorder,  when  pro- 
ductive of  mischiefs  otherwise  incura:ble.  In  cases  of 
much  greater  magnitude,  and  those  of  the  highest  im-. 
portance,  how  far  the  majority  is  permitted  to  go  In  sus- 
taining-the  rights  and  Integrity  of  the  whole  body  by 
necetoary  coercion,  will  a])pear  evident  from  that  law 
of  the  commonwealth  which  declares,  "that  if  any  per- 
son shall  erect  or  form,  or  shall  endeavour  to  erect  or 
form,  any  new  and  independent  government  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  commonwealth,  or  shall  put  up  any 
notice  written  or  printed,  calling  or  requesting  the  peo- 
ple to  meet  together  for  the  design  or  purpose  of  form- 
ing-a  new  and  independent  government,  and  all  who 
shall  assemble  themselves  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  ad- 
judged guilty  of  high  treason,"  &.C. 

At  any.  rate,  the  majority  must  govern  In  Baptist 
churches,  or  there  Is  no  government  among  them— 
equality  among  the  members  belonging  to  that  faith  is 
older  tiian  our  present  civil  liberty,  or  our  constitutions 
— not  a  few  of  our  civil  rights  have  perhaps  been  de- 
rived, from  the  religious  reformers.  When  it  is  Insisted 
that  the  minority  have  their  rights  also,  I  agree  most 
heartily  to  that,  but  .1  do  not  agree  that  the  right  to  gov- 
ern shall,  by  any  means,  be  numbered  among-  the  rights 
of  the  minority.  The  schism  in  question  appears  to 
have  arisen  out  of  a  mere  squabble  for  power.  The 
minority  once  oirtrcd  In  effect  to  aid  the  war  if  the  new- 
deacons  would  resign  their  posts;  this  offer  .was  evaded, 
they  say,  and  oil  this  point  I  Incline  to  agree  with'  the 
minoiit}'  that  there  w-as  an  evasion,  but  that  Is  immate- 
j'lal  to  the  question  before  us.  Thus  five  or  six  gentle- 
men, respectable  and  estimable  men  no  doubt,  for  a  long' 
time  leaders  &  officers  in  the  firstBaptist  chni  ch,  but  who 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  tbe  society  held  their  office 
onl-V  during  the  .miire  will  and  pleasure  of  the  maj^orltj', 
become  Indignant  because  the  majority  In  the  exercise 
of  their  lawful  power,  haxl  elected  additional  deacons 
with  'co-ordinate  authority.  If  there  vvere.otlier  causes 
of  dissention,  they  have  not  been  specified..  The  Bap- 
tist association  meet  to  settle  the  dispute.  They/lecid.e 
nothing,norhad  they  .power  to  decide.  They  recommend 
a  mode  of  comproi-nise  and  express  an  opinion, as  I  unclt  r- 
stand  it,  unequivocally  favourable  to  the  minority,  but 
vi  hlch  opinion  is  admitted  not  to  be  biiidlng  upon  the  ma- 
jority any  further  than  they  think  fit  to  be  bound.  The 
minority  persist,  and  the  church  persists.  The  old  offi- 
cers are  joined  by  about  one  seventh,  part  or  one  sixth 
part  of  the  cong'rcg'atlon.  The  church  then  went  on 
with  quite  as  uTuch  slowness,  in  my  opinion,  and  with 
cpilte  as  much  regard  to  all  the  forois  and  substance  of 
justice,  as  is  usual  In  such  contests,  to  put  the  only  end 
wdilch  probably  could  be  put  to  the  whole  dibturbance 
by  expelling  the  malcontents.  The  minority  thus- ex- 
pelled, assume  the  appearance  of  the  existing-  visible 
church.  They  propose  a  charter  In  name  of  the  church, 
but  in  effect  to  themselves  by  Investing  their  leaders  as 
officers  with  very  large  powers.  This  is  done  witliout 
notice  to  the  other  side,  of  their  Ititentions,  or  notice  to 
us  of  the  uncommon  circumstances  of  the  case.  I'he 
existing  church  unanimously  rejects  and  abhors  this 
charter  of  Incorporation.  Our  approbation  thus  obtain- 
ed, not  having  been  concluslvel}'  acted  upon,  may  yet 
be  annulled,  and  in  my  opinion  ought  to  he  annulled. 
But  as  the  cotn-t  thinks  differentl)',  I  shall  do  what,  iit 
my  apprehension  these  applicants  have  not  done,  most 
readily  submit  to  the  majoiity. 

The  chief  justice  then  made  some  desultory  remarks 
by  way  of  advice  to  the  majority,  in  which  ,  he  i-ecom. 
i-neiided  to  them  to  gi  ant  to  the  minority  their  share  of 
tiic  property,  which  was  clearly  the  only  matter  in  dis- 
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putc.  Tlie  cause  nf  religion,  lie  said,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  controversy.  We  did  not  understand  tlie  cliief 
justice, as  he  liaebeen  reported,to  say  that  tlieve  was  any 
legal  writ  or  process  hy  which  tlic  property  ot'tlie  church 
could  be  divided;  or  that  the  majority  of  the  church 
could  be  compelled  to  make  partition;  but  that  he  re- 
commended this  course  as  a  fair  and  equitable  mode  of 
Btttllng  this  controversy. 

J.  !l  I  1 1 1  1,  J.  R.  Ingersoll  and  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  lor  the 
majority,  Chwles  Chaunccy  and  Hoiace  Binney  for  the 
muiority. 

ST.  PAUL'S  CHURCH. 
The  Commonwealth  at  the  relation  of  Susanna  B.  Sho- 
bcr,  and  others. 
vs. 

lilchard  North ,  and  others 

This  was  a  rule  to  shcvv  ca  use  why  an  information  in 
fhe  nature  of  quo  warranto,  should  not  be  filed  against 
the  defendants,  to  inquire  by  what  authority  they  exer- 
cise or  claim  to  exercise,  the  office  of  Vestrymen  of  St. 
Paul's  Church-. 

Tliis  church  was  incorporated  by  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  23d  September,  1783,  the  lo'th  Section  of  whicli 
provides  '•that  the  Vestry  of  said  Church,  shall  always 
consist  of  20  persons,  members  of  the  said  Church,  of 
which  number  the  Church  Wardens  are  always  to  be 
two;  and  that  the  election  of  such  Vestry  shall  be  made 
eveiy  year  on  Kaster  Monday,  or  some  day  in  the  same 
week  (of  which  the  said  congreg'ation  shall  have  notice) 
by  a  majority  of^uch  members  afsatd  clnircli,  as  shall  ap- 
pear hij  ihc  vestrrj  hooks  to  he  contrihutors  to  the  support 
&  maintenance  of  the  said  Church,  having  &  paying  for 
a  pew,  or  part  of  a  peio,  sufficient  for  one  person  ai  least, 
andto  he  of  full  age,  who  only  shall  have  a  right  to  vote 
foe  the  Vestrymen  of  said  Church." 
-  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  at  an  election  for  Ves- 
trymen held  on  Easter  Monday  last,  the  relators  and 
other  females,  coming  within  the  provisions  of  this  Sec- 
tion, ofl'ered  their  votes,  which  were  refused  by  the 
fudges  of  the  election;  and  that  had  their  votes  been 
received, other  persons  than  the  defendants,  would  have 
been  elected. 

TJie  case  was  submitted  at  the  March  term  by  Mr. 
Kittcra  on  behalf  of  the  relators  and  held  under  advise- 
ment by  the  court  until  the  present  Session,  when  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Chauncey  for  the  defendants,  a  rcargu- 
ments  was  ordered.  Further  proof  was  now  offered, 
"by  which  it  appeared,  that  for  the  last  25  years  the  fe- 
males of  this  church  had  not  exercised  their  right  to 
vote.  That  during  this  period  there  were  but  two  con- 
tested elections,  of  which  the  present  was  one,  and  tlvaf 
at  the  other  the  ladies  attended  at  the  Church  iii  order 
to  vote,  but  finding  that  their  votes  were  unnecessary, 
■retired. 

Chief  Jusiicc  Gibson.  — Our  opinion  is  agaljist  the  mo- 
tion. There  is  no  safer  exposition  of  what  v/as  intend- 
ed b}'  such  an  instrument  than  usage.-  'I'here  is  the 
strongest  evidence  that  the  right  was  never  claimed. — 
I  see  no  reason,  if  the  women  can  vote,"  why  they  niight 
not  be  elected  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen — we 
must  look  to  consequences — the  rule  is  refused. 

Judge  Tnd  differed  from  the  rest  of  the  Court— and 
Eaid  th;it  In  his  opinion  the  females  had  a  right  to  vote 
— Judge  Huston  was  absent. 

REPORT  OPi  PUBLIC  CHAKITIES. 
The  subscribers,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Town 
Meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia!, on  tlie  21sl  ult.  to  ascertain  whetlier  those  who 
are  able  and  willing  to  work,  can  in  general  procure 
employment — what  is  tlie  effect  upon  the  comfort,  hap- 
piness and  morals  of  the  females  who  depend  on  their 
work  for  a  support,  of  the  low  rate  of  the  wages,  paid 
to  that  class  of  society — to  what  extent  the  sufferings 
of  the  poor  are  attributable  to  those  low  wages — and 
what  is  the  effect  of  benevolent  or  assistance  societies 


on  the  industry  of  tlie  labouring  poor — Beg  leave  "to 
IJeport, 

'I'hat  they  have' attended  to  the  duties  confided  fa 
them  with  a  due  sense  of  their  iniportahce,  not  merely 
to  the  comfort,  happiness  and  morals  of  that  distressed, 
interesting  and  numerous  portion  of  our  population, 
whose  case  was  paKicularly  referred  to  Jhem,  but  to 
the  character  of  the  community  at  large,  which  is  deep- 
ly involved  in  the  question  of  the  justice  done  to  that 
class,  &  the  care  &  attention  oestowed  on  their  welfare: 

That  they  are  convinced,  from  a  careful  examination 
of  the  subject,  that  the  wag'es  paid  to  seamstresses  whe>- 
work  in  their  own  apartraeivts-^to  spoolers — tospinnera 
— to  folders  of  printed  books— and  in  many  cases  to 
those  who  take  in  washing,  are  utterly  inadequate  t© 
their  support,even  if  i'ully  employed,  particularly  if  they 
have  children  unable  to  aid  them  in  their  industry,  as  i& 
often  the  case;  whereas  the  work  is  so  precarious  that 
they  are  often  unemployed — sometimes  for  a  whole 
week  together — and  very  frequently  one  or  two  days 
in  each  week.  In  many  cases  no  small  portion  of  their 
time  is  spent  in  seeking  and  waiting  for  work,  and  in 
taking  it  home  when  done: 

That  in  the  different  branches  above  specified,  in- 
dustrious and  expert  women,  unencumbered  with  fam- 
ilies, and  with  steady  employmeut,  cannot  average  more 
than  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  a  week;  that  their  room  rent 
is  generally  fifty  cents,  sometimes  sixty-  two  and  a  half;, 
and  fuel  probably  cost  about  25  cents  per  week,  on  an 
average  throughout  the  year.  Thus  in  the  case  of  con- 
stant unceasing  employment  (a  case  that  rarely  occurs,) 
there  remains  but  about  half  a  dollar  per  week,  oi; 
twenty-six  dollars  per  antmm,  for  food  and  clothing;  and  _ 
supposing  only  eight  weeks  in  the  year  unemployed 
through  sickness,  -want  of  work,  or  attention  to  children 
(and  this  is  but  a  moderate  Calculation)  the  amount  for 
fbod  and  clothing  worild  be  reduced  to  the  most  miser- 
able pittance  of  sixteen  dollars  per  annum!  Can- w.e 
wonder  at  the  harrowing  misery  and  distress  that  pre^ 
vail  among  this  class,  under  such  a  deplorable  state  of 
things?  -  -  " 

That  it  is  a  most  lamentable  fact,  that  among  the  wo- 
men thiis-"giound  to  the  earth"  by  such  inadequate 
wages,  are  to  be  found  numbers  of  widows,  with  small 
children,  who,  by  the  untimely  death  of  their  husbands^ 
and  those  reverses  of  fortune  to  which  human  affairs 
are  liable,  have  been  gradually  reduced  from  a  state  of 
comfort  and  affluence  to  penurj',  and  thrown  upon  the 
world,  with  no  other  dependance  than  their  needles  to 
support  themselves  and  their  offspring: 

That  although  it  is  freely  admitted  that  great  distress 
and  poverty  arise  from  the  habits  of  dissipation  and  in- 
tempei-ance  of  some  husbands,  and  their  shameful  ne- 
glect to  make  that  provision  for  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren which  they  are  bound  to  do  by  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  (and  which,  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  the 
laws  do  not  duly  enforce,)  yet  we  feel  satisfied  that 
those  deplorable  and  pernicious  liabits  do  not  pro-  i 
duce  half  the  wretchedness  to  which  meritorious  fe-  j 
males  are  subjected  in  this  city,  of  which  the  greater  | 
portion  arises  from  the  other  source  which  we  have  i 
stated,  and  which  places  before  this  class  the  alterna-  ! 
fives  of  begging — applying  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  ! 
— stealing — -or  starving.    We  might  add  another — but  [ 
we  forebare.  ' 

That  the  scene  of  distress  and  suffering  which  we 
have  witnessed  in  our  various  visits  to  the  dwellings  of 
women  who  depend  on  their  labour  for  support,  result-  i 
ing  from  inadequate  wages,  are  of  the  most  afflicting. j 
kind,and  canscai  cely  be  believed  butby  those  by  whorfk 
they  have  been  beheld.    We  have  found  cases  of  wo-  ' 
men  whose  husbands  have  been  for  weeks  disabled  by  : 
accidents,  or  by  sickness  produced  by  working  on  ca-  ; 
nals,  surrounded  by  pestiferous  miasmata,  who  liave  j 
h;;d  to  support  thair  husbands  and  three  or  four  chil- 
dren, by  spooling  at  20  cents  per  hundred  skeins — by 
spinning  at  as  low  a  rate  of  compensation — by  washing 
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and  rdngh  di-jing  at  20  or  25  cents  per  dozen— or  by 
itiaking'  shii  ts  and  pantaloons  at  12  A  cents  each. 

That  it  is  a  great  error  lo  sujjpose  as  is  too  frequently 
supposed,  tliat  every  person  in  this  community  able  and 
willing-  to  work,  can  procure  employment;  as  tliere  are 
many  persons  of  both  sexes,  more  j)articularly  females, 
who  are  at  all  times  partially ,  and  frequently  unemploy- 
ed,althoug'h  anxions  to  procure  employment  for  females, 
which  is  tlie  chief  reason  why  their  wag-es  are  so  dispro- 
portioned  to  those  of  males. 

That  there  are  few  errors  more  pernicious,  or  more 
destitute  of  foundation,  than  the  idea  which  has  of  late 
years  been  industriously  propag-ated,  that  the  benevo- 
lent societies  of  this  city  produce  idleness  and  dissipR- 
tion,  by  inducing'  the  poor  to  depend  on  them,  instead 
Of  depending-  on  industry.  The  whole  of  the  annual 
subscriptions  for  last  year,  to  seven  of  the  most  promi- 
nent ofthesc  societies,  embracing-,  it  is  believed,  nearly 
all  of  any  importance,  was  only  1069  doJIaTs — and  the 
whole  of  their  disbursments,  only  3740  dollars,  a  sum 
which  obviously  could  not  materially  affect  the  industry 
of  the  many  lhousands,male  and  female,who  hav<^  to  work 
for  their  living-.  And  it  is  of  the  last  importance,  in  the 
consideration  of  this  question,  to  take  notice,  that  most 
part  of  these  disbursments,  was  for  work. done  by  aged 
v)omen,  and  for  food  and  chthmg  furnished  to  superan- 
nualed  men  and  wornen,  mid  destihite  children. 

That  those  societies  far  from  increasing-  idleness  and 
pauperism, have  a  directly  conti  ary  tendencj^;  as,  by  the 
tiiiiely  aid  they  afford,  in  seasons  of  distress  and  pres- 
sui'e,they  very  frequently  produce  the  important  effect 
of  rescuing'  deserving  persons  from  sinking  into  hopeless 
l)overty,andthus  becoming  chargeable  as  paupers.  Cases 
of  this  kind  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  And  it  is  not  i  m- 
probable tliat  the  consequent  annual  diminution  of  the 
poor  tax  exceeds  the  whole  amount  contributed  to, 
tliose  societies  by  our  citizens.  .  . 

The  fund  of  those  societies  ai-e  managed  ■with  great 
prudence  and  cu-cumspection — as  the  ladies  humanely 
-visit  the  poor  in  their  habitations:: — ascertain  the  extent 
of  their  sulferings,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  tlleir  claims 
for  relief — and  afford  such  aid  as  the  cases  respectively 
mny  require,  and  as  their  very  limited  ineahs  warrant. 
We  think  it  but  justice  to  declare,  that  we  cannot  con-' 
conceive  of  any  mode  in  whieh  the  same  amount  of  mo- 
ney could  do  more  effectual  good — -and  we  believe  that 
the  beneficence  of  the  ■  managers  adds  lustre  to  the 
character  of  the  city.  They  are  ^admirably  calculated 
to  be  almoners  to  the  wealthy,  who  are  unable  to  seek 
out  proper  objects  of  charity,  arrd  are  constantly  liable 
to  g-ross  imposition. 

That  numerous  proofs  of  the  industry  of  the  classes 
"  which  depend  for  support  upon  their  labour,  and  of  the' 
injustice  of  the  denunciations  levelled  against  them, 
may  be  produced:  but  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  two, 
one  as  regards  malps  the  other  as^regards-females.  The 
first  is  the  thousands  of  men  who  eagerly  seek  for  la- 
bom-  on  the  canals,  often  in  pestilential -situations,  with 
deatli  staring  -them  in  the  face — the  second  the  fact 
that  from  one  thousafid  to  eleven  hundred  women 
have  weekly  travelled  three,  four,  six,  eight  or  ten 
squares,  and  anxiously  waited  for  hours  at  the  Provident 
Society's  room  for  work,  although  it  was  known  that 
they  could  not  procure  more  than  enough  to  employ 
themselves  two,  three  or  four  days  in  the  week.  These 
two  facts  alone,  ought  to  settle  this  question  beyond 
the  power  of  cavil  or  appeal. 

For  evils  of  the  magnitude  and  inveteracy  of  those  un- 
.  der  which  the  women  suffer,  who  depended  on  their 
labour  for  support,  it  is  difficult  to  devise  a  remedy. — 
-A  complete  remedy  is  perhaps  impracticable.  They 
may,  however,  and  we  hope  will,  be  mitigated.  The 
mitigation  must  wholly  depend  on  tiie  humanity  and 
the  sense  of  justice  of  those  by  whom  they  are  employ- 
ed, who,  for  the  honor  of  human  nature,  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed, have  not  been  aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  wages 
they  have  been  paying.were  inadequate  to  the  purchase 
of  food,  raiment  and  lodging;  and  who,  now  that  the  re- 


al state  of  the  case  is  made  manifest,  will  probably,  as 
they  certainly  ought  to,incrcase  those  wages.  Although 
the  great  increasing  competition  in  trade,  renders  it  ne- 
cessary to  use  rigid  economy  in  the  expense  of  produc- 
ing articles  for  market,  it  can  never  palliate,  far  less 
justify  the  oppression  of  the  ill-fated  people  engaged  in 
the  production,  by  whose  labors  large  fortunes  arc 
made,  and  their  emplojers  enabled  to  live  in  ease  and 
opulence. 

It  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  those  wealthy  ladies, 
who  employ  seamstresses  or  washerwomen,  and  who 
ought  to  feel  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  their  sex, 
to  give  them  such  wages  as  will  not  only  yield  them  a 
present  support,but  enable  them  to  make  a  provision  for 
times  of  sickness  or  scarcity  of  employment.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  state,  but  regard  for  truth  obliges  us  to  state,  tliat 
in  this  i-espect  sufficient  attention  is  not  generally  paid 
to  the  sacred  rule  of  "doing  unto  others  as  we  would 
have  others  do  unto  us."  A  moderate  degree  of  atten- 
tion to  this  rule,  would  annihilate  a  great  portion  of  the 
distress  of  hundreds  of  suffering  females. 

One  important  means  of  mitigating  the  distress  of 
this  class,  would  be,  to  increase  as  far  as  possible  the 
diversity  of  female  emplo)'rhen's,  by  which  that  compe- 
tition which  has  produced  the  pernicious  reduction  of 
wages,  would  be  diminished. 

The  committee  hope  they  will  be  pardoned  for  touch- 
ing on  a  subject  analagous  to  the  object  of  their  ap- 
pointment, although  not  embraced  in  its  terrfls.  It  is  to 
recommend  to  the  most  serious  consideration  of  the 
benevolent  of  their  fellow  citizens,  the  establishment 
of  a  "society  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor," 
by  encouraging  habits  of  order,  regularity,  and  cleanli- 
ness in  their  persons  and  apartments,  by  insti-ucting 
them  in  the  most  economical  modes  of  cooking  their 
food;  by  inducing- them  to  send  their  children  toschool, 
and  when  arrived  at  a  proper  age,  to  bind  them  appren- 
tices to  useful  trades,  and  to  lodge  the  little  surplus  of 
thair  earnings,  wlien  they  have  any  surplus,  in  the  sav- 
ing fund,  by  enabling  them  to  purchase  fuel  and  other 
necessaries  at  reasonable  fates;  in  a  word,  by  inculcating- 
an  them  those  principles  and  that  kind  of  conduct, 
which  are  calculated  to  elevate  them  in  their  own  esli- 
matiori,  and  in  that  of  society  at-  larg-e.  Societies  of 
this  description  have  produced  the  most  salutary  ef- 
fects on  the  comfort  and.  morals  of  the  poor  in  vai-ious 
parts  of  Great'Britaln. 

And  while  the -committee  press  on  the  humane  and 
wealthy  palrt  of  the  community,  the  propriety  of  aiding 
in  a  greater  degree  than  heretofore  (by  their  own  exer- 
tions and  tfiroug-li  the  various  benevolent  societies  that 
exist  among  iis,  and  whose  funds  are  at  present  greatly 
-reduced,)  to  alleviate  the  distressess  of  the  numerous 
widows,  orphan.s,  and  the  really  deserving  poor  and 
helpless  of  evei-y  description;  they  would-likewise  sug- 
gest to  housekeepers  and  heads  of  famihes  the  propriety 
of  seeking  out  and  employing  in  the  situation  of  domes- 
tics, in  their  seveial  families,  destitute  females,  who  by 
the  frowns  of  fortune  have  been  reduced  to  distress. 
Hundreds  of  this  description  are  to  be  found  withinthe 
precinicts  of  the  city  and  liberties,  who,  if  properly  en- 
couraged, would  be  grateful  for  the  means  of  employ- 
ment thus  afforded  tliem,  and  who  might  profit  by  the 
precept  and  example  set  before  them  in  the  houses  of 
respectable  citizens.  Perhaps  there  are  few  ties,  in 
common  life,  more  binding  than  those  that  are  found  to 
exist  between  a  benevolent  master  and  mistress,  and  a 
faithful  servant,  who  has  grown  up  under  their  own 
eyes,  and  under  their  care  and  protection,  and  that  of 
their  descendants.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MATIIEW  CAllEY,  ; 
'  -  ROBERT  SMITH, 

JOSEPH  "WATSON, 
CHAKLES  AI.  DUPUY, 
BENJAMIN  TUCKER, 
■  M.  M.  CARIX, 

GEORGE  EMEKICK,  .  . 
N  Committee.  ' 
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Report  from  the  Commiffcc  of  SuperintcnJcrtce  for  ihe 

lidicf  of  tJiC^Foor.  '  '. 

■  The  alert  benevolence  recently  exhibited  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Phihidelphia,  in  order  if  possible  to  extricate  a 
larg-e  portion  of  the  poor  of  their  district  from  extraor- 
dinary sulit-ring',  occasioned  by  a  winter,  of  uncommon 
(lui-ation  and  intense  scvei'ity,  should  be  faithfully  re- 
corded as  an  example  for  future  emulation,  and  as  af- 
fording to  the  deserving  unfortunate  a  consolatory 
proof  that  their  hardships  are  neitlier  unfelt  for,  nor  for- 
gotten. It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  city  and  the 
county  of  Plilladelphia  still  are,  as  they  long  have  been, 
distinguished  by  numbers  of  permanent  institutions  of 
a  cliaritable  character,  separate  from  the  pauper  system 
established  by  law,  whose  silent  and  unceasing  exertions 
might  be  deemed  adequate,,  except  on  sudden  emer- 
gencies when  the  causes  of  calamity  are  uncontrollable 
by  human  skill,  and  their  effects  too  wide  spread  and 
rapid  fur  ordinary  precaution.  -  . 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  we  have  been  visited 
by  a  season  of  such  extreme  cold,  accompanied  by  so 
many  and  such  lingering  snow  storms;  nor  was  it  until 
late  in  February  that  tlie  hope  of  a  favourable  chang-e 
ceased,  and  the  humane  became  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  instantly  preparing  for  the  worst.  A  town 
meeting  was  called  by  several  of  our  most  eminent  phi- 
lanthropists on  the  twenty-first  day  of  February,  and  was 
early  crowded  by  those  disposed  to  be  alike  g-eneroiis 
■and  prompt  in  contributing  towards  thl.s  noble  object. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  collect  forthwith  funds 
in  the  wards  of  the  City,  in  those  of  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, in  Penn  Township,  and  in  Soiithwark;  and  a  gene- 
ral committee  of  superintendence  was  designated,  on 
whom. devolved  the  duties  of  receiving  the  .supplies  and 
of  arranging  a  system  of  distribution,  by  which  the  ends 
of  this  extra  charily  might  be  quickly,  prudently,  and  ef- 
fectively attained.  This  latter  committee,  having  closed 
their  hibours,  now  present  to  those  whose  humble  and 
voluntary  agents  they  .were,  the  present  general  report 
of  their  proceedings.        .     .  , 

AVitlvaHview  to  rapidity  and  convenienceof movement, 
the  committee  of  superintendence,  having  first  exercised  ■ 
the  ]tower  originally  vested.in  them  of  augmenting  their 
own  number,  sub-divided  themselves  into  beards,  a  cen- 
tral one  meeting'  at  the  Mayor's  office,  another  at  the 
Commissioners'  Hall,  in  tlie  Noilhern  Liberties,  and  a 
third  at  the  Commissioners'  Hall .  in  Southwark;  each 
board  undertaking  to  direct  the  distribution  within  its 
allotted  spliere.  •  _  ,  ■ 

The  reports  made  by  some  of  the  committees  of  col- 
lection, very  soon  justified  effective  measures  to  supply 
the  poor  with  the  essential  article  of^fuel.  To  that  pur- 
pose the  most  vigorous  and  continued  efforts  were  di- 
rected, and  it  is  confidently  believed,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  embarrassments  and  impositions  incident  to  the 
haste  of  the  emergency,  an  unprecedented  and  unex- 
pected measure  of  relief  has  been  affbrde'd.  At  least 
four  thousand  of  our  fellow  creatures  have  felt  the  bene- 
ficent, effects  of  this  public  bounty,  have  been  rescued 
from  "the  wretchedness  of  extreme  cold,  or  Have 
been  enabled  to  apply  to  the  cravings  of  hung.er  their 
small  earnings,  which  must  otherwise  have  been  inef- 
fectually expended  in  struggles  to  preserve  the  warmtli 
of  life. 

A  slight  moderation  in  the  weatlier  encouraged  an 
appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  fund  to  other  modes  of 
relief.  Sums  of  money  were  placed  at  the  dispcisal  of 
each  committee  of  collection,  with  authority  to  adminis- 
ter aid  within  their  respective  ranges  in  tlie  form  of  cash, 
food,  or  clothing,  as  miglit  be  deemed  most  expedient. 
The  reports  made  as  to  the  disposition  of  these  monies 
have  been  entirely  satisfactory,  and  were  it  possible  to 
detail  them  here,  would  in  themselves  amply  repay  the 
generous  for  all  their  contributions  so  disinterestedly 
advanced.    Nothing,  indeed,  but  actual  experiment 


could  show  how  small  a  trifle  will  often  be  enough  to 
satisfy  the  wants  of  the  deserving  poor,  will  reanimate 
their  exhausted  spirits,  jind^  kindle  afresh  the  hope 
which  ptompts  to  industry  and  converts  despair  into  pa- 
tience. 

The  total  amount  of  contributions  deposited  in  fh-e 
hands  of  the  treasurer  appointed  at  the  town  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  this  committee,  is  nine  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  twenty-six 
cents.  And  as  it  may  be  interesting  to  our  constituents 
to  know  vvhence  this  large  fund,  raised  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  has  been  drawn,  the  following  statement  is 
submitted. 
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Of  tliis  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  the  principal 
part,  to  wit,  §6820  43,  has  been  expended  in  purchasing 
and  delivering  at  the  homes. of  the  needy,  in  quarters  or 
eighths,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine- cords  of  wood. 
Obstacles  and  vexations  of  many  kinds,  accompanied 
this  branch  of  the  operation— the  desire  to  be  as  speedy 
as  the  occasion  waspercmptory,i3recludingan  exercise  of 
the  same  care  and  caution  which  in  ordinary  times  would 
liave  been  indispensable.  Some  unfaithful  laborers  engag- 
ed in  transportation,  may  possibly  have  misapplied  what 
was  confided  to  them:  some  few  crafty  contrivances  may 
have  filched  for  the  uses  of  the  unworthy  undue  propor- 
tions'of  a  hoard  designed  for  the  destitute  and  deserving- 
these  are  the  effects  which  the  committee  do  not  pro- 
fess to  have  been  able,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,, 
wholly  to  avoid.  Had  they  paused  to  deliberate  upon 
and  perfectly  to  mature  an  unerring  jjlan^  the  critical 
moment  might  have  passed,  calamity  might  have  ovei- 
taken  thousands,  and  the  main  object — immediate  re- 
lief— would  have  been  defeated. 

Another  portion  of  the  fund,  the  sum  of  eleven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  three    dollars,  was  appropriated  to 
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gTanting-  miscellaneous  supplies,  through  tlie  instru- 
mentalily  of  the  committees  of  colVectiou,  or  of  particu- 
lar individuals.  In  tliis  course  there  wag  no  danger  of 
imposition,  aird  every  certainty  of  just  application. 
Personal  scrutiny  was  bad  into  each  case  cfaiming;  atten- 
tion, and  the  specific  want  promptly  provided  for. 

Another  portion  of  the  fund,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy-five  dolhn-s,  lias  been  divided 
among  seven  charitable  institutions  of  our  city  and 
county,  through  the  active-  agency  of  whose  members, 
specially  instructed  by  resolutions  from  this  committee, 
the  intention  of  our  constituents  were  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent,best  effected.  These  institutions  are  the  Provident 
Society— The  Female  Hospitable  Society  for  relieving 
and  employing  the  Poor — Tlie  Female  Association  for 
the  relief  of  reduced  women  and  children — The  Female 
Society  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poov^ — Tlie 
Southern  Dorcas  Society — The  Dorcas  Society  of  the 
District  of  Southwark— and  the  Female  Associa;tidn  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  infirm  poor. 

A  small  portion  of  the  fund,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars'- 
and  eig'hty-three  cents,  has  defrayed  the  contingent  ex- 
penses necessarily  attendant  upon  the  business  trans- 
acted; and  the  residue,  to  wit,  one  hundred  and  nijiety 
dollars,  lias  been  apportioned  equally  for  distributibh 
to  the  necessitoiis  poor  in  the  Northern  Liberties  and 
the  District  of  Southwark. 

In  fulfilling  their  laborious  trust,  the  committee  have 
benefitted  by  the  proffered  co-operation  of  many  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  whose  names  and  services  they 
would  take  pleasure  in  recording,  were  they  not  fearful 
■of  offending  the  delicacy  invariably  associated  with 
pure  and  practical  charity.    An  unaffected  and  inde- 
fatigable zeal  has  indeed  characterized  the  community 
at  large,  displaying  itself  in  every  variety  of  action 
which  could  tend  to  alleviate  a  greater  extent  of  misfor- 
•  tune  and  want  than  has  heretofore  been  imagined  to  ex- 
ist in  our  population.  The  keen  and  prolonged  severity 
of  the  season  aroused  the  anxieties  and  energies  of  be- 
.  nevolence;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  good  effected  has 
-  exceeded  all  reasonable  anticipation.  - 
THOS.  P.  COPE,  Chairman. 

Philadelphia,  2M  March,:  1829. 


-  ALIEN  JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 

'  The  committee  to  whom  Were  referred  tlie  petition 
of  sundry  freeholders  of  Butler  county,  and  testimony 
taken  according  to  law,  against  Hugh  Lee,  Esq."  who 
has  acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Butler  county, 
repout. 

That  they  have  carefirily  examined  alFthe  testimony 
submitted  to  tliem,  and  that  there  is  no  proof  or  even 
fillegation  of  official  misconduct  against  Hugh  Lee,  Esq. 
The  single  point  to  which  the  testimony  goes,  and  to 
which  the  examination  of  your  committee  was  confined, 
is,  that  Hugh  Lee  is  now  and  was  at  the  time  of  his  ap- 
pointment by  the  Governor,  an  Alien. 

Your  committee  regret  that  the  testimony  taken  is 
not  more  clear  and  exphcit,  but  are  of  opinion  from  the 
testimony  before  us,  that  the  point  is  established,  and 
that  Hugh  Lee  was  at  the  time  he  was  commissioned  by 
the  Governor  an  Alien,  and  being  such  the  right  to  ex- 
ercise the  office  could  not  vest  in  him.  Hugh  Leo  was 
commissioned  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  on,  the  26th  Sep- 
'tember,  1808,  and  it  is  contended  on  his  behalf,  that  as 
he  has  been  in  the  unlmpeached  possession  of  the  right 
to  exercise  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty 
years"- -that  this  right  ought  not  to  be  inquired  into 
after  the  lapse  of  time.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that,  as  Hugh  Lee  was  an  alien,  he  is  not  of  that  descrip- 
^tion  of  persons  who  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  conimonwealth,  could  be  legally  appointed  to  act 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  commission  being  void, 
no  lapse  of  time  could  impart  validity  to  it,  or  protect 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  pretended  right  which  could 
never  vest. 

It  has  been  further  contended,  that  under  the  provi- 


sions of  the  act  of  "14th  January,  1804,"  the  authority 
is  not  given  of  taking  testimony  against  "Justices  of  the 
Peace,"  except  for  official  misconduct.  The  terms  of 
the  aforesaid  act  appear  to  be  general,  that,  "  on  com- 
plaint made  in  writing,  signed  by  at  least  20  taxable  in- 
habitants of  any  township  or  county,  against  any  Justice 
of  the  peace,  residing  therein,  any  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  or  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  is  autho- 
rised to  rssue  his  process  to  any  constable,"  &.c.  Your 
committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  we  were 
bound  to  act  upon  the  testimony  referred  to  us,  and  to 
report  to  the  House  the  opinion  which  your  committee 
has  formed  from  it.  Whether  the  l>ogislature  will  be  dis- 
posed to  remove  Hugh  Lee,  who  is  a  justice  of  the  peace 
defado,  when  there  is  no  allegation  of  official  misconduct 
against  him,  is  a  question  of  importance,  the  decision  of 
which  your  committee.leave  with- this  honourable  body. 
Your  committee  Jbeg  leave  to  offer  the  following  ^reso- 
lution.        -        •  ,      ■  ■ 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  fiom 
the  further  consideration  of  tlie  subject.  Which  was 
laid  on  the  table.    [Referred  to  the  next  legislature.],  ■ 

-  "   PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL.    ^  - 

-  ilouse  of  Representatives,  3farch  28.  : 

REPORT.  '  1 

''The  canal  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  in  obe- 
dience: to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
directing  them  to  report  "to  what  extent  the  several 
lines  of  canal  have  been  injured  by  the  floods  and  ice  of 
the  prese^it  spring,  and  what  will  be  the  probable  cost 
of  repairing  the  same,"  respectfully  submit. 

That  the  first  act  of  the  board  at  the  present  session 
was  to  institute  an  inquiry  upon  the  interesting  subject 
referred  to  in  this  resolution.  They  required  of  each 
officer  of  the  board  present,  in  Han  isburg,  a  report  as 
to  the  amount  of  damage  done,  so  far  as  it  fell  within 
his  observation.  Such  reports  in  regard  to  the  lines  of 
canal  along  the  Allegheny,  Kiskeminetas,  Conemaugh, 
Juniata,  Susquehanna,  North  Branch,  West  Branch, 
French  creek  feeder,  and  Delaware,,  have  been  received, 
and  annexed  hereto.  / 

The  result  has-been  gratifying  b'eyond  the  explana- 
tion of  the  board,  and  will  entirely  remove  the  appre- 
hensions felt  by  tlie  public  and  the  legislature.  The 
character  of  the  last  winter^  has  been  unusually  sevei'e. 
The  accumulation  of  ice,  and  the  consequent  hazard  to 
the  public  works  at  the  time  of  its  breaking  up,  greater 
than  has  been  known  fpr  many,  years,  and  greater  also 
than  can  reasonably  be  expected  for  many  years  to 
come.  Still  the  whole  amount  of  injury  has  not  ex- 
ceeded Sir,000!  and  it  has  been  confined  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna, Juniata,  and  Eastern  divisions.  The  other 
lines  are  believed  to  have  escaped  without  damage  of 
any  kind,  from  the  causes  named  in  the  resolution  of 
the  House.  The  works  injured  en  the  Susquehanna 
division  are  the  Shamokin  dam,  of  which  about  half  the 
superstructure  is  caiu  ied  away,  and  the  abutments  of  the 
Bridge  at  Duncan's  Island  to  an  inconsiderable  amount, 
together  estimated  at  $10,000.  On  the'  Janiata,  the 
abutments  and  locks  connected  with  two  of  ,  the  river 
dams,  have  been  injured,  the  dams  themselves  remain- 
ing firm,  and  about  40  perches  of  unfinished  wall  car- 
ried away.  The  whole  loss  estinriated  at  §5000.  On 
the  eastern  division lio  injury  has  been  done,  except  to 
the  dam  at  Duncan's  Island,  the  cost  of  repairing  which 
will  not  exceed  $2000. 

For  further  particulars  the  Board  respectfully  refer  to 
documents  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  A.  B.  C.  D. 
E.  F.  G.  andH. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board.  ' 

DANIEL  MONTGOMERY,  President. 

Joseph  M'llvaine,  Secretary. 

The  following  Report  was  made  to  the  Senate  on 
Monday,  30th  March.    "    •  . 
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PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL 
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.■  Penmyhanin  Canal  Office,^ 

'.'         -  ■    '  ■■■   ■       Ham-isburg,  March  28,  1829. ,5 

SrR— I  liave  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  of  the 
canal  commissioners,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  tlie  Senate,  calling-  for  information  as  to  the  powers, 
duties,  &c.  of  the  secretarj'  of  tlie  board. 
With  g^rcat  esteem. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  MONTGOMERY. 
To  the  Hon.  DiNiEL  Stcrskon, 

Speaker  ofthe  Senate  of  Pennsylvania:. 

The  canal  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calling'  upon  them 
for  information  as  to  the  power,  duties.emoluments,  and 
mode  of  appointment  of  the  secretary  of  the  board,  res- 
pectfully report  as  follows: 

The  g'entleman  who  now  holds  that  office  was  re-ap- 
pointed on  the  2d  of  June  last.  Since  that  time  his  du- 
ties liave  been:  ^  , 

1st.  The  usual  duties  of  a  secretary,  the, nature  of 
which  requires  no  explanation. 

2d.  The  general  charjje  of  all  svu'veys  preceding  the 
location  of  canals  or  rail  roads,  not  falling-  within  the 
sphere  of  an  acting-  commissioner  or  superintendent. — 
These  survej'S,  within  the  last  year,  have  been  eight  in 
number,  namely:  For  the  Pennsylvania  rail  road  from 
Columbia  to  Philadelphia— on  the  West  Branch,  from 
Bald  Eagle  to  Northumberland — on  the  North  Branch, 
from  Nanticoke  falls  to  Northumberland— on  the  Sus- 
quehann.a,  from  >Iiddletown  to  Columbia — on  the  Del- 
aware, from  Carpenter's  point  to  Eas-ton — on  the  Mo- 
nongahela,  Oliio  and  Allegheny — ■"certain  canal  and  rail- 
road examinations  between  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill 
-and  Susquehanna— and  the  rail  road  surveys  through 
Franklin,  Cumberland,  and  York  counties.  The  direc- 
tion of  these  surveys  required  of  liintto  issue  all  instruc- 
tions to  the  engineers;  to  correspond  with  them  con- 
stantly; to  provide  them  with  the  necessary  funds  from 
time  to  time;  to  receive  their  reports,  and  to  report  to 
the  bo.ardat  each  meeting,  such  information  as  might  be 
necessary;  also,  that  he  should  visit  the  lines,  when  oc- 
casion called  for  personal  inspection.  On  some  of  them 
his  presence  has  been  trcquently  necessary;  and  with  a 
Eingle  exception,  he  has  visited  all  while  in  progress. 
His  authority  on  this  head  is  expressed  in  a  resolution  of 
the  board  of  the  25th  March,  1828.  (See  documents, 
page  289.)  .  •  - 

3d.  I'o  conduct  the  general  eerrespondence  of  the 
board,  and  to  communicate  all  orders  to  the  several 
agents  emplo3'ed  -throughout  the  state. 

4th.  To  keep  the  accounts  of  all  monies  expended 
upon  surveys,  and  for  the  general  expenses  of  the 
board,  and  to  settle  such  accounts  at  the  treasury. 

5th.  Although  the  supcrintendants  of  canal  lines  have 
the  same  powers  and  duties  as  acting  commissioners.yet, 
as  they  are  not  members  of  the  board,  aivd  cannot  be  in- 
timately acquainted  with  all  the  views  of  the  canal  com- 
missioners, it  has  been  necessary  to  make  the  secretary 
the  organ  of  communication  between  the  board  and 
these  officers:  that  as  the  agent  of  the  board,  he  should 
aid  them  and  the  engineers  in  the  organization  of  their 
lines — instruct  them'  as  to  matters  of  form  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duties — afford  them  his  counsel  and  advice 
in  difficulties,  and  communicate  to  the  board  at  their 
several  meetings  all  necessary  information  in  relation  to 
the  progress  and  state  of  the  work. 

6th.  Since  the  location  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail  road, 
that  branch  of  the  public  works  has  been  under  his  di- 
rection in  a  peculiar  manner.  At  the  session  of  the 
board  in  December  last,  a  question  as  to  the  appoint- 
mentof  a  superintendent  for  that  line, came  before  Ihem. 
A  number  of  applications  and  recommendations  were 
presented;  but  on  account  of  the  equal  merits  of  some 
of  the  most  prominent  applicants,  they  found  themselves 
greatly  at  a  loss  to  decide.  It  was  proposed,  that  the 
secretary  should  be  appointed  temporary  superintend- 


ent of  that  line,  with  the  powers,  &;c.  until  a  permanent 
appointment  took  place  of  an  acting  commissioner;  and 
a  resolution  to  that  effect  was  passed.  The  secretary, 
upon  being  iiiformed  of  this  proceeding,  expressed  his 
willingness  to  give  his  time  and  labor  to  the  duty,  except 
so  far  as  the  payment  of  money  was  concerned;  and  pro- 
posed that  the  superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Division 
should  be  nominally  appointed  for  the  rail-road,  in  ,  or- 
der that  the  necessary  sums  of  money  might  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  and  disbursed.  This  arrangement 
was  acquiesced  in  by  the  board;  and  since  that  time  the 
secretary  has  been  vested  with  the  powers  of  a  superin- 
tendent on  the  rail  road  line,  or,  in  other  words,  has  re- 
presented the  authority  of  the  board  when  not  in  session. 
All  the  services  connected  with  this  appointment  have 
been  performed  \yithout  extra  compensation;  and  in 
fact,  at  considerable  expense  to  the  officers. 

7th.  A  considerable  ntmiber  of  occasional  duties  have 
from  time  to  time,  devolved  upon  the  secretary,  by  spe- 
cial resolutions  of  the  board,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
enumerate,  as  they  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  min- 
utes among  the  printed  documents. 

The  extent  of  power  enjoyed  by  the  secretary  under 
the  1st,  3d,  4th,  6lh  and  /th  articles  of  his  enumerated 
duties,  require  no  explanation. 

On  the  subject  of  surveys  he  possesses  a  general  au- 
thority to  take  such-measures  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient, with  the  approbation  of  the  president;  subject  to 
certain  general  principles  established  by  the  practice  of 
the  board,  and  to  the  approval  (>f  the  board  at  the  first 
meeting  thereafter. 

Upon  the  lines  of  canal  when  once  under  contract, 
his  authority  extends  no  further  than  to  converse  with 
the  superintendent;  give  him  information  when  requi- . 
red;  and  it  Is  his  duty  to  keep  up  such  an  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  severallines,  astf^at  he  may  be  able 
to  furnish  the  board  at  their  meetings  with  all  I'equired 
information.        -  .  _ 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  no  sucli  office  as  a  superin- 
tendent of  surveys  has  existed  in  their  service,  since  the 
first  day  of  June  last.  All  the  duties  belonging  to  that 
title,  having  been  vested  in  the  secretary. 

The  secretary  of  the  board  is  elected  annually  by  bal- 
lot. His  salary  for  this  year  has  been  2000  dollars,  out 
of  which  the  expenses  attending  his  duties  are  paid. 
-  From  the  detail  which  has  been  given  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  secretary  it  will  be  obvious  that  they 
have  been  assigned  rather  with  reference  to  the  charac- 
ter, experience,  and  competency  of  the  officer,  than  to 
the  title  of  the  office  itself.  _  The  organization  of  the 
board  renders  the  services  of  Some  one  having  these 
powers  by  whatever  name  he  may  be  called,  absolutely 
iiidispensable.  The  extensive  correspondence  which 
must  be  kept  up,  and  the  frequent  journies  required, 
can  only  be  performed. by  an  officer  properly  paid  for 
the  devotion  of  his  whole  time  and  talents  to  the  busi- 
ness, anil  his  residence  must  be  at  a  point  easily  acces- 
sable,  and  admitting  of  i-cgular  communication  by  mail 
in  all  directions.  No  mcmiaer  of  the  board  could  under- 
t.ake  the  performance  of  these  duties.  The  acting  com- 
missioners being  fully  occupied  with  t,he  afTaira  rf  theh' 
respective  divisions,  and  the  other  members  receiving 
no  compensation.  -  . 

Among  the  most  important  duties  of  the  secretary,  is 
that  of  organizing  new  lines  of  canal,  and  instructing 
newly  ajjpointed  officers  of  all  kinds,  as  to  the  nature 
and  forms  of  their  duties,  and  the  principles  which  have 
been  established  by  the  practice  of  the  board.  For  this 
purpose  he  has  possessed  advantages  which  no  other  in- 
dividual can  have,  and  which  he  has  improved  in  such  a 
way  as  to  render  his  services  of  very  great  value.  _ 

If  these  powers,  duties,  and  responsibilities,  in  the 
ag-g'vegate,  appear  to  be  large,  the  answer  is,  they  have 
gradually  increased  with  the  extension  of  the  system; 
and  With  the  increasing  confidenceof  the  board,  in  the 
capacity  and  fidelity  of  this  officer;  a  confidence  which, 
without  a  single  exception,  in  nearly  four  years  of  ac- 
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live  and  arduous  service  has  been  fully  vindicated.  The 
board  are  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  vifhich  the  legiti- 
mate powers  and  duties  of  this  officer  have  been  exceed- 
ed or  perverted;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  been  ex- 
ecuted with  a  promptitude,  zeal  and  ability,  entire!}'  sa- 
isfactory  to  the  board,  and  as  the  board  believe,  highly 
advantageous  to  the  commonwealth. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Canal  Commissioners, 

DANIEU  MONTGOMERY. 

We  copy  from  the  'Franklin  Republican'  and  'Frank- 
lin Repository,'  of  Chambersburg,  the  following  de- 
scription of  Franklin  County— and  are  mudh  gratified 
with  the  disposition  e\  inced  in  different  parts  of  the  in 
terior,  to  impart  information  calculated  to  rnakcus  bet 
ter  acquainted  with  the  different  sections  of  the  state. 
Again  we  would  express  a  hope  that  from  tlie  otlier 
counties  we  shall  be  favored  with  similar  statements. 
FRA.NKLIN  COUNTY. 

Whilst  the  present  age  is  distinguished  by  the  efforts 
of  both  governments  and  individuals  to  explore  the 
earth  and  seas,  and  the  public  receives  with  interest  the 
description  of  an  icy  coast  on  the  Nortliern  ocean,  or  a 
coral  island  in  the  Pacific,  it  is  presumed  that  a  physical 
geography  of  tliis  commonwealth  would  be  acceptable 
and  interesting  to  an  inquisitive  public. 

The  taste  which  can  only  be  satisfied  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  objects  and  events  in  some  remote  parts  of  the 
globe,  is  ill  directed,  and  requires  correction,  as  much 
as  that  excursive  philanthropy  which  seeks  objects  for 
the  employment  of  its  benevolence  in  distant  regions, 
when  it  overlooks  those  which  are  at  its  doors. 

As  we  have  no  provision  made  by  our  government  for 
the  purpose,  and  are  without  men  of  science  and  re- 
search, whose  circumstances,  leisure  and  inclination 
would  admit  of  that  minute  survey  and  personal  explo- 
ration of  our  whole  state,  necessary  to  its  proper  topo- 
graphical description,  we  must  be  content,  for  a  term, 
fo  obtain  as  much  of  this  knowledge  as  the  instruments 
and  means  in  our  power  will  conveniently  furnish,  with 
the  hope  that  public  attention  will  be  more  awakened 
to  the  subject,  and  that  the  present  generation  will  be 
gratified  by  a  physical  geography  of  this  state,  embra- 
cing a  mineralogical  and  botanical  survey,  filled  up  by 
individual  contribution  and  "public  patronage. 

The  plan  adoptedby  Mr.  Hazard,  editor  of  the  "Regis- 
ter of  Pennsylvania,"  of  publishing  and  preserving  in 
his  valuable  periodical,  a  description  of  the  different 
counties  of  the  state,  which  description  is  solicited  from 
citizens  whose  acquaintance  with  the  locations  and  phy- 
sical features  of  their  respective  counties,  will  enable 
fhem  to  describe  their  natural  and  artificial  advantages 
and  resources,  is  commendable,  and  deserving  of  atten- 
tion and  support.  However  uninteresting- such  a  de- 
scription may  be  to  those  resident  in  the  district  descri- 
bed, t-o  whom  it  is  familiar,  it  is  a  matter  of  interest  to 
strangers  and  our  fellow  citizens  of  remote  counties:  and 
though  this  fountain  of  knowledge  may  not  be  valued 
at  its  source,  yet  when  from  every  county  it  flows  to 
one  common  channel,  they  will  form  a  stream  of  useful 
-information  to  our  statesmen,  and  of  gratification  fo  eve- 
ly  inquisitive  reader.  As  no  one  has  yet  ventured  to 
describe  Franklin,  which  is  entitled  to  a  grade  in  the 
scale  of  counties  not  to  be  undervalued,  we  have  pre- 
sumed to  supply,  imperfectly,  the  omission  by  a  gene- 
ral outline,until  some  better  qualified  observer  will  give 
the  public  a  more  finished  and  complete  picture.  In 
execution  of  the  plan,  we  offer  a  plain  sketch  of  Frank- 
in  county,  without  the  embellishments  of  fancy,  or  any 
other  imagery  than  whtitis  marked  out  in  the  prominent 
features  of  nature  and  art,  as  exhibited  in  the  works  of 
both. 

Franklin  county  was  erected  into  a  county  on  the  9th 
Sept.  \7B4,  being  the  Southern  part  of  the  county  of 
Vol.  III.  30  . 


Cumberland,  and  designated  by  the  name  of  the  Cono- 
cocheague  settlement,  which  it  had  received  from  its 
principal  waters,  the  Conococheague  creek.  It  is  boun- 
ded Northward  by  the  counties  of  Perry  and  Cumber- 
land— East  by  the  county  of  Adams— South  by  Mary- 
land, and  AVest  by  the  county  of  Bedford  and  part  of 
Huntingdon.  Its  greatest  extent  from  East  to  West  is 
34  miles,  and  from  North  to  South  38  miles.  It  contains 
an  area  of  734  square  miles,  and  of  acres  469,760.  Its 
population  in  1800  was  20,154— in  1810, 23,173— in 
1820,  31,909,  and  at  present,  we  think,  may  be  estima- 
ted at  40,000.    The  taxables  exceed  6000. ' 

The  county  consists  of  a  valley  bounded  on  the  East 
by  a  raivge  of  mountains,  called  the  South  mountain,  rim- 
ning  nearly  North  and  South,  and  at  an  elevation  above 
the  middle  of  the  valley  varying  from  600  to  900  feet. 
On  the  West  it  is  bounded  by  a  more  rugged  and  eleva- 
ted range  of  mountains,  whose  general  direction  is  about 
North  East — the  Western  Tuscarora  or  Cove  Mountain, 
being  at  an  elevation  of  about  1700  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  middle  of  the  valley.  The  principal  waters  have 
their  sources  in  the  mountains  not  far  from  their  sum- 
mits, from  which  they  flow  towards  the  middle  of  the 
valley,  and  nearly  all  unite  in  forming  the  Conoco- 
cheague creek,  a  large  stream  which  empties  into  the 
Potoraac^it  Williamsport.  The  Antietam  creek  has  its 
source  in  the  South  mountain  and  parts  contiguous,  and 
flows  South  through  the  state  of  Maryland.  '1  he  Cono- 
doguinet  creek  has  its  source  in  the  North  Mountain, 
and  runs  North  for  a  number  of  miles,  whilst  West  Con- 
ococheague, on  the  West  side  of  an  intervening  moun- 
tain, has  a  course  nearly  parallel,  but  flowing  in  an  op- 
posite direction  to  the  South.  These  waters  with  their 
many  small  tributary  streams,  flow  through  the  valley  in 
every  direction,  and  furnish  not  only  a  supply  for  all  the 
■purposes  of  husbandry,  but  afford  water  power  to  a  very- 
great  extent.  This  power  now  gives  operation  to  about 

80  stone  and  brick  Mills,  for  the  manufacture  of  flour  

100  saw-mills — 20  FuUing-mills: — 5  Furnaces — 6  Forges 
— -3_;P.iper-mills — 1  Cotton  facloiy— 7  Woollen  facto- 
ries for  the  spinning  and  w.  aving  of  wool,  and  some  oth- 
er manufactories  in  ii-on.  Whilst  the  mills  now  erected 
fo:;  the  manufacture  of  Flour  are  sufficient  fo  manufac- 
ture double  the  quantity  of  grain  grown  in  the  county, 
we  are  satisfied  that  little  more  than  one  half  of  the  we- 
ter  po\ver  of  our  streams  is  yet  occupied  or  applied  to 
any  useful  purpose. 

The  valley  between  the  mountains  presents  a  surface 
vaiyingsorae  in  aspect  and  soil.  The  greatest  portion 
of  it  is  Limestone  land  of  a  good  quality,  well  M  atered 
by  numerous  springs,  fertile  and  in  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  improvement.-  This  quality  of  land  we  es- 
timate at  about  180,000  acres,  being  generally  occupi- 
ed  in  fiirms  of  from  100  tooOOaci  es,  and  some  laro-er, 
and  on  nine-tenths  of  which  the  owners  residc,and,with 
but  few  exceptions,  cultivate  them  with  their  own  labor 

and  that  of  their  families.    This  land  is  not  very  hilly  

its  prevailing  character  is  undulating,  with  a  few  hills  uf 
such  elevation  as  not  to  obstruct  much  their  convenient 
cultivation.  _  West  of  the  Conococheague  creek  prevails 
the  Slate  soil,  narrow  at  the  Maryland  line,  but  widen- 
ing at  the  North,  so  as  to  embrace  a  considerable  part 
of  the  North-westein  pait  of  the  county.  The  quantity 

of  this  description  is  estimated  at  160,000  acres  - 

Though  not  so  fertile  and  productive  as  the  limestone 
land,  and  considered  of  inferior  quality;  yet  as  it  is  cu'- 
tivated  with  less  labour,  and  at  a  sma'ller  expense,  and 
abounds  in  streams  that  create  a  great  amount  of 
natural  meadow,  which  afi^ord  great  quantities  of  grass 
and  hay  for  stock,  those  who  cultivate  these  farms  with 
care,  iiidustiy  and  management,  ai  c  but  little  behind 
their  limestone  land  neighbours,  in  the  means  of  com- 
fortable and  independent  living  for  themselves  and  fam- 
ilies. 

There  is  a  body  of  land  between  the  South  mountain 
and  where  the  limestone  appears  on  the  surface,  run- 
ning parallel  to  the  mountain  throughout  the  county  of 
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from  one  to  two  miles  in  widtli,  known  by  the  name  of 
'Pine  Land,'  which,  for  fej'tility  and  cerUiinty  of  pro- 
duct, is  not  surpassed  by  any  land  in  the  county,  and 
which  we  estimate  at  about  20,0U0  acres.  There  is  oii 
the  soil  of  this  land  a  considerable  portion  of.sand  mix-, 
cd  with  chiy  at  the  surface,  and  on.  it  are  many  rpvind 
stones,  having  the  appearance  of  being-  smoothed  and 
rounded  by  the  attrition  of  water.  The  sand  and  stone 
seldom  penetrate  more  than  ten  or  eighteen  inciies  and 
rest  on  a  bed  of  re.d  and  yellow  clay  of  g-reat  de]ith;  but 
wlien  perforated  to  a  considerable  ilepth,  in  sinking- 
wells  for  water,  the  limestone  rock  is  met  \vith,  on  which 
it  appears  to  be  based. 

The  mountainous  districts,  or  the  Eastern  and  Wes- 
tern, boundaries,  contahi  about  110,000  acres..  The 
South  mountain  presents,  almost  an  unbroken  forest, 
covering-  a  soil  too  sandy  and  sterile  for  grain  or  grasses, 
but  ]>rincipany  favorable  for  the  g-r'owth  of  forest  trees; 
and  fi-oni  experimeiits  that  have  been  mude,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  peach,  plumb,  g-iape  and 
cherrj'  will  flourish  on  this  soil,  as  well  as  on  the  moun- 
tains tiiat  bound  us  on  the  west.  The  mountains  on  the 
western  side,  though  rugg-cd,  exhibit  g'reater  variety  of 
surface  and  soil,  and  between  their  pai-allel  ridges  have 
valleys  varying-  in  extent,  beauty  and  fertihty.  I'cdh 
Valley,  which,  is  situated  between  these  westei'n  moun- 
tains,, is  a  valuable  and  interesting-  ]>art  of  the  county,. 
Its  general  direction  is  that  of  tlie  mountains,"  Nortli- 
East,  and  possesses  the  same  variety  of  soi),  water,  cul- 
tivation and  improvements  with  the  body  of  the  county. 
It  has,  however,  a  more  picturesque  ajjp.earance;  the  ef- 
fect of  mountain  lieights  and  scener\',  almost'overhang- 
ingthe  well  cultivated  and  improved  farms  below.  It 
Is,  with  a  contiguous  small  valley,  cMcd.  Ambeison's,  di- 
vided into  two  townships,  which  contain  at  present  537 
taxable  inhabitants. 

The  staple  agricultural  products  of  the  county,  are 
the  common  ones  of  the  _state,  viz; — wheat,  rye,  corn 
and  oats.  To  the  growth  of  barley,  hemp,  and  flax, 
there  is  an  extensive  fertile  soil,  peculiarly  adapted^ — 
vet  neither  is  cultivated  to  an  extent  demanded  for  the 
inte-rcsts-of  the  cultivator  and  the  commiuiity.  For  the 
cullivatioji  of  hemp  tliere  is  every  eiicoura.;^cn-.cnf  which 
a  fertile. soil  can  alFord  for  ifs  growth,  and  every  advan- 
tage of  water  for  its  rotting.^       .        -     -     ,  - 

The  grasses,  extensively  cultiv.afc'd,  are  the  clover 
and  timothy.  Herd  gra's.s,  which  was  introduced  some 
}'ears  since,  has  been  carried  by  the  wings  of  the  \Vint), 
.to  almost  every  part  of  the  county;  it  marks  the  mea- 
dows and  drafts  b)  its  red  top,  and  is  supplanting-in  ma- 
ny places,  the  indigenous  sour  grass  of  wet  soils.  The 
orchard  grass,  but  lately  and  partially  introduced,  has 
flourished  so  as  to  encourage  its  cultivation. 

Some  of  our  citizens  have,  within  a  few  years,  given 
some  attention  to  the  gi-o-.ving  of  the  White  Mulberry 
and  the  feeding  of  the  Silk  Worm.  On  one  farm,  near 
Green  Castle,  there  are,  at  present,  6,0,000  of  the  White 
Mulberry  plants,  about  6000  of  which  are  nf  a  proper 
size  for  removal,  and  are  offered  foi-  s-ale  to  the  public, 
on  reasonable  terms.  The  soil  and^  climate  of  the  co4.m- 
ty  afford  every  advantage  to  the  cultivation  of  Silk;  and 
we  wish  our  citizens  could  be  fully  KWifkejied  to  the 
value  aVid  profit  of  this  article  of  trade. 

The  minerals  yet  discovered,  consist  o£-Iron  Ore  of 
great  abundance  and  superior  quality.  Tiie  mountain 
which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  county,  for  the 
distance  of  many  miles  along  the  Path  Valley,  exhibits 
a  line  or  iron  ore  of  great  extent;  and,  vihcnever  open- 
ed, or  explored,  of  great  depth  and  easily  accessible. 
There  is  in  the  vicinity  of  this  bodv  of  iron  ore,  moun- 
tain streams  and  forests  that  will  supply  water  power, 
and  fuel.  At  a  short  distance  west  of  the  South  moun- 
tain, and  runn'hig  parallel  v/ith  it  from  one  end  of  the 
county  to  the  other,  is  a  line  of  superior  pipe  and  honey 
comb  ore,  showing  itself  at  intervals  in  tlie  limestone  le- 
gion, found,  as  that  description  of  ore  is  generally  found, 
in  nastf:,  as  the  miners  generally  term  it,  of  Irregular  and 
broken  forms.    This  ore,  in  appearance,  is  not  distin- 


guishable from  the  Juniata,  and  the  iron  manufactured 
fi  om  it.  is  not  inferior.  The  South  mountain  streams  and 
wood  furnish  fitcilities  for  the  working olthis  ore,  which 
it  is  hoped,  will  soon  givb  enjployment  to  a  considerable 
portion  of  American  capital  and  industry. 

Though  tliere  is  a  Iradition  fi-om  the  first  white  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  that  at  its  first  .settlement  the  In- 
dians-were  in  the  habit  of  going  into  the  South  Moun- 
tain for  Lead  to  make  bvdlets;from  which  they  returned 
supplied,  but  studiously  concealed  the  place, — yet  no 
traces  have  yet  been  found  of  its  existence  by  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants,  though-it  is  the  opinion  of  many,  from 
the  circumstances  narrated  by  the  early  settlers,  that 
tliere  is  lead  in  the  South  Mountain,  between  this 
county  and  Adams,  which  has  escaped  the  discovery  of 
white  men,  and  which  time  and  attention  will  jirobably 
develope. 

White  Marble  is  found  in  various  parts  of  this  county; 
and,  from  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  limestone  dis- 
tricts, there  is  but  little  doubt  that  much  mere  will  be 
discovered,  varying  in  quality,  colour,  and  texture.  The 
limestone  which  abounds  on  the  surface,  is  of  a  blue 
.colour,  of  solid  texture,  laying  in  strata  of  various  thick- 
nesses, and  inclined^ g'encrally  to  the  horizon,  at  an  an- 
gle of  about  45  degrees,  and  tho  prevailing  dip  being- 
to  the  South-east,  and  intersected  by  perpendicular 
fissures.  This  limestone,  in  many  places,  pos- 
sesses in  its  composition  marine  fossils  of  great  va- 
riety: the  largest  and  finest  specimen  of  the  Cornu 
Ammonis  found  in  the  United  States,  are  met -with  in 
the  limestone  cpiiirries  in  and  adjoining  the  borough  of 
Chambersbui-g.  The  facility  with  which  limestone  is 
here  procured,  and  its  adaptation  to  building,  from  its 
forrh  and  solidity,  must  make  it  always  valuable  as  a 
material  for  the  construction  of  permanent  buildings  and 
fencingj  whilst  its  conversion  into  lime  will  furnish  the 
iarmers  a  manure  that  will  maintain  and  improve  the  fer- 
tility of  their  soil: 

The  prevailing  Forest  trees  are  the  white,  black,  red» 
swamp  and  chesnut  oak — chesnut,  poplar,  elm,  black: 
and  white  walnut,  hickory,  acacia  or  locust,  ash,  maple,, 
s3'camore,  red,  whitcand  pitch  pine.  The  red  cedar, 
black  mulben-y,  and  sassafras  are  to  be  found  Ln  small 
quantities  in  many  parts  of  the  county;  the  chesnut  is 
only  found  on  the  mountains  oi:  land  contiguous,  the 
pine  and  chesnut  oak  are  to  be  fouml  principally  in  the  ' 
mountains,  and  are  rarely  met  with  in  . the  limestone  soil; 
t  he  stigar  maple  first  discovers  itself  amongst  the  moun- 
tains on  the  west,  arid  we  are  not  aware  that  the  tree  is 
met  with  east  of  the  North  mountain.  So  great  is  the  - 
vai-iety  of  forest  trees  common  to  the  soil  of  this  part  of 
the  state,  that  on  a  small  surface,,  not  exceeding  one 
acrej.may  be  found  of  native  growth,  ten  or  fifteen  va- 
rieties. -Amongst  the  wild  fruits  are  crab  apples,  plums, 
grapes,  g-poscben-ies,  whortlebeiTies,  raspberries, 
blackberries,  walnuts,  chesnuts,  shell-bark  and  hazle- 
nutj.  The  apple,  peach,  and  cheiiy  are  cultivated  to  a 
considerable  extc.ntj  the  apple  flourishes,  and  amply 
repays  the  attention  of  the  cultivator  by  the  abundance, 
vai-lety  and  richness  of  the  fruit;  the  eai-Iy  decay  to 
which  the  peach  and  pear  are  subject,  discourages  and 
limits  their  cultivation.  . 

The  Flora  of  the  county  is  not  distinguishable-from 
that  of  other  parts  of  the  state;  our  calcareous  districts 
not  only  exhibit  an  exuberant  vegetation  that  displays 
our  g-rasses  and  esculent  herbs  in  the  dress  of  beauty 
and  grandeur,  but  even  our  siliceous  mountains  are  de- 
corated with  the  greatest  -variety  of  the  most  brilliant 
flowers,  delighting  the  senses  by  their  various  forms,  co- 
lours, and  fragrance.  The  gloom  and  sterility  of  the 
dark  forest  or  the  sv^  amp  are  adorned  vi-ith  the  varie- 
gated laurel,  and  in  some  parts  the  magnolia  glauca,  and 
tulip  poplar,  in  the  darkness  of  shade  and  solitude,  at- 
tract and  captivate  the  observing  traveller. 

Franklin  has  within  its  limits  a  number  of  considera- 
ble towns.  Chambersburg,  which  is  the  seat  of  justice, 
is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  inland  towns  in  the  State. 
It  is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Falling 
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spring  and  Conococlieague  ci-eek,  143  miles  west  of 
Philadelphia,  77  N.  W.  of  Baltimore,  and  90  N.  W.  of 
Washing-ton,    The  site  on  which  it  is  located,  was  se- 
lected about  a  century  since  for  its  advantages  of  wa- 
ter power  and  soil  by  Colonel  Benjamin  Ciiambeis, 
for  his   residence  and   settlement,  in   a  wilderness, 
through  which  at  that  time  the  Red    men  and  ani- 
mals of  the  forest  alone  roamed.    He  erected  a  dwel- 
ling, and  the  first  mills  in  the  county,  wliich  lie  sur- 
rounded with  a  fort  that  sheltered,  from  the  incursions 
of  the  savages.his  family  and  others  \vho  we,re  induced  to 
settle  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  town  ofChambersburg 
was  laid  out  in  1764,  but  remained  a  small  village  until 
after  the  peace  of  1783,  and  the  erection  of  Franklin  as 
a  separate  county  in  1784,  since  which  it  has  enjoyed  a 
progressive  improvement.    It  contains  at  present  about 
500  houses,  generally  built  of  brick  and  stone  of  sub- 
stantial and  many  of  them  of  tasteful  architecture.  The; 
population  at  present  may  be  estimated  at  about  3000, 
having  in  the  town  a  population  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  beyond  the  borough  limits.    Its  public 
buildings  are  a  brick  Court  House,  Jail,  building  for 
■county  offices,  eight  Churches,  an  extensive  Academy 
of  brick,  three  stories  high,  and  capable  of  accommo- 
dating a  great  number  of' pupils,  a  Banking  House  of  a 
superior  style  of  architecture,  and  a  .  Masonic  Hall  of 
neat  and  elegant  structure.    It  contains  a  great  many 
stores,  manufacturing  and  meclianics  shops,  and  pub- 
lic houses  of  entertainment.    In  itare  published  three' 
Weekly  newspapers,  two  of  them  English  and  one  Ger- 
man. Its  population  is  of  steady,  industrious,  moral  and 
religious  habits,  and  not  deficient  in  enterprise.  Its 
water  power  now  gives  operation  to  two  mills  for  the 
manufacture  of  flour,  6  pair  of  stones,  two  fulling  mills, 
a  paper  mill,  a  cotton  and  woollen  manufactory,  oil  mill, 
carding  machines,  and  a  manufactory  of  edged  tools. 
The  water  power  in  and  within  five  miles  of  Chambers- 
fourg  is  equal  to  the  propelling  100  pair  of  stones,  and 
which  furnishes  facilities  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
not  surpassed  in  any  part  dfthe  state,  and  is  surrounded 
by  a  healthy  country,  of  great  fertility,  in  a  high  stateof 
cultivation  and  improvement.    It  has  the  advantage  of 
a  stone  turnpike  road  to  Philadelphia,  by, the  way  of 
Harrisburg,  and  also  one  by  tlie  way -of  York,  and  a  like 
road  to  Baltimore  and  Pittsburg. 

The  towns  of  Greencastlp,  Waynesburg  and  Mercers- 
burg,  are  considerable,  each  having  a  number  of  neat 
and  substantial  brick  and  stone  houses — various  edifices 
for  public  worship — many  stores  and  public  houses,  and 
surrounded  by  a  country  to  be  admired  for  tlie  beauty 
•of  landscape,  fertility  of  soil,  and  the  hundsome  a,nd 
comfortabla  improvements  of  its  independent  proprie- 
tors. There  are  also  the  towns  of  Loudon  and  Camp- 
bell'stown,  which  have  sprung  up  within  a  few  years  on 
the  western  road,  and  contain  many  good  dwelHng 
-houses;  to  these  may  be  added  Strasburg,  Fanne-ttsburg, 
Roxbiiry  and  several  thriving  villages. 

Much  has  been  done  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  of  the* 
inhabitants  of  tliis  county  with  each  other,  and  be- 
tv»een  different  parts,  by  the  convenience  of  roads  and 
bridges;  there  are  in  the  county  upwards  of  400  miles 
of  public  foads  laid  out  and  i-epaired  at  the  public  ex- 
pense; of  this  tliere  are  about  63  rhiles  of  stoned  turn., 
pike,  to  the  construction  of  which  the  inhabitants  of 
this  county  have  contributed,  and  paid,  exceeding 

§220,000  -  ; 

In  it  are  twenty-three  extensive  stone  bridges,  which 
have  been  erected  by  tbe  county,  township,  and  turn- 
pike companies.  There  are  40  churches  in  which  reh-, 
gious  instruction  is  regularly  dispensed,  and  christian 
ordinances  piously  observed.  '  '  ■ 

A  great  proportion  of  the  dwellings  of  the  mbabi- 
tanls,  are  made  of  stone  and  brick;  andin  the  limestone 
country  nearly  all  tlie  barns  and  stables  for  grain  and 
cattle  are  built  of  the  same  material. 

_  The  assessment  of  property  recently  made  under  the 
direction  of  county  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  taxation, 
gives  a  total  of  16,668,495.    These  assessments  are  ge- 


nerally about  25  per  cent,  below  what  the  owners  of  the 
property  would  be  willing  to  take  for  it.  Though  the 
assessment,  of  real  property  in  this  county  in  1814 
amounted  to  5511,500,980,  yet  when  we  consider  the 
depreciated  rag  currency  of  that  year,  there  is  no  rea- 
son for  discouragement  at  the  apparent  reduction,  which 
is  now  measured  by  the  sound  circulating  medium  of 
specie  or  its  representative. 

As  this  is  ofl'ered  as  a  sketch  towards  the  physical  geo- 
graphy of  the  county,  we  omit  describing  the  relig-ious, 
morahand  intellectual  condition  of  the  population,  fur- 
ther than  by  stating,  that  education  is  encoiir.ig-ed,  good 
morale  and  industrious  habits  promoted,  and  relig-lous 
institutions  respected  and' reverenced.  FRANKLIN 

FtOOR  ■  CLOTH  MANUFACTOKY.  .  .r^,-  - 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appofrited 
by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Franklin  Institute  to 
view  Mr.  Isaac  Macaulcy's  Floor  Cloth  Manufactory. 

"  State,  tliat  they  were  appointed  by  the  preceding" 
Board,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Macauley,  to  view  his  es- 
tablisiiment  at  Bush  Hill,  in  consequence  of  attempts 
having- been  made  to  influence  public  opinion  unfavour-. 
ably  towards  his  manufactures,  by  drawing  unfair  com- 
paiisons  between  rt  and  the  foreign  fabric. 

"One  of  the  leading  objects  of  tliis  institution  has  been 
that  of  introducing-  the  consttmer  to  the  producer;  and 
while  they  would  decline  any  interference  between 
rival  manufactvirefs  of  our  own  counfi-)',  the  Board  deem 
it  entirely  within  the  spirit  of  their  duty  to  allay,  if  pos- 
sible, any  prejudice  tliatmay  exist  against  our  own  pro- 
ducts, whej-e  the  foreign  comes  in  competition,  and 
wherever  the  fiiimer  is  w  orthjr  of  protection.  Uirder 
these  vievvs  the' Committee  was  .nppoinfed,  with  instruc- 
tions to  wait  on  that  gentletnan,  wliich  tliey  have  done.  ' 

Mr.  Macauley  afforded  tliem  an  opportunity  of  view- 
ing his  extensive  and  interesting  Manufactory  througii- 
out,  and  obsci-ving  the  operations  in  all  their  details.  ' 
They  thcreforeliave  no  hesitation  in  risking-  their  I'epu-  ' 
tation  for  judgment-in  this  article,  by  giving  their  opi-- 
nions-that  the  Oil  Cloths  <jf  all  descriptions  made  by. 
hicn,  were  equal  to  any  they  have  ever  seen,  and  pre- 
sented great  evidence  of  the  improvements  made  in  this- 
manufacture,  since  it  has  been  in  Mr.  Macauley's  hands. - 
The  large  Floor  Cloths  which  the  committee  first 
examined,  are  made,froni  flax  or  hemp,  and  wove  in 
pieces  of,21  feet  wide  and  60  feet  Jong,   (making-  140 
square  y.ardshi  e.ach  piece,  without  seam,)  when  "finish- 
ed they  are  suspended'the  above  size  in  a  drying-house, 
an  edifice  admirably  contrived  forthe  purp-ose,  where' 
they  g-radually  harden,  until  tliey  are  fit  for  use,  which,-' 
we  were  informed,  required  at  least  12  months.  Of  this, 
the- committee  could  have  no  doubt,  as  tliey  found  from  . 
14  to  15,000  yds.  finished  in  a. handsome  Style,  most  of 
which  have  been  there  more  than  a  yexi:    On  examina-  ': 
tion,  they  were  found  to  be  strong,  very  Jicird,  well  fill-  ' 
ed  with  paint  and  varnish  of  the  be.st  quality,  and  exhi-  ^ 
bited  no  tendency  toped  off  er  stick.    The  patterns  are  . 
well  selected,  to  imitate  JJrussels  and  other  carpeting-,- 
colours  ricb  and  bright.  , 

"  In  the  fabrication  of  lighter  cloths  for  - covering  ta-  •  ■ 
blesj  &c.  Mr.  M.  has  been  -emineiitly^iiccessful. ■  In  the- 
large  quantity  of  15-or  20,000  yds.  suspended  in- various  " 
parts  of  the  premises,  the  Committee  saw  'none  which 
would  not  do  ci-edit  to  any  maker.  They  were  well  made  ''■ 
and  elastic'the  fabric  is  of  cotton,  covered  with  gum 
elastic  alid  other  varnishes,  (for  v/hlch  improvement  ■ 
Mr.  M.   has  obtained  a  patent,)  without  any  of  the 
crumbhng  mixture,  so  often  found  in  German  cloths. - 
The  surfaces  were  smooth,  and  beautifully  fig-ured  and  ;  ■- 
bordered,  in  all  widths  from  2-3ds  to  6-4ths. 

We  understand,-  that  by  the  introduction  of  labour- 
saving-  machinery,  he  is  enabled  to  reduce  the  prices  of 
his  cloth,  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  its  reputation 
for  good  quality,  offering  them  for  sale  at  a  reduction  of 
10  to  12.^  per  cent.  JAS.  RONALDSON,  Ch'm, 
Philadelphia;  Feb  10,  1828.  .  - 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER,  FDlt  1837, 
Taken  at  the  State  Capitol  at  Harrishurg,  6^\yii.LiAM  Musghate,  Librarian. 
_  JANUARY. 


Tliermometer. 


Max.  28,  41°  2-3 
Min.  17th  8°* 
Uif.  of  ex.  33  i 
Mean  of  ex  25 


Max.  28th,  53° 
Min.  12th,  22 
Diff.  of ex. 31 
Mean  ex.    37  i 


Barometer. 


Max.  3,^8  29.80 
Min.  2d  28.85 
Dif  ofex.  00,95 
Mean  ex.  29.322 


Max.  31st  29.85 


Days  of  the  Month. 


6,  7,  11,  24,  25,  26.- 
29,  30.  [21. 
2,3,4,5,13,17,18,19,20, 
8,  9,  10,  12,  22,  23,  27. 
1,  14,  15,  16,  28,-31. 


Wind. 


6  ds.  N. 

2  ■  ,E 
10  "  W 

7  N  E 
,6  N  W 


Days  of  the  Month. 


Weather. 


5,  6,  7,  16, 17.  l5  days  clear. 

3,  10, 15,  18,  19,  20,  24,  25,2619  pt.  clear,  p.  clJ 

1,  4, 11,  13,  14,  21,  22,  29.       8  cloudy,no rainf 

2,  8,  9,  12,  23,  27,  28, 30,  31.   9  snow  or  rain. 


14. 


Min.  24th  28.96  2,  4,  24. 


FEBRUARY. 

I  day  NT,  8,  12,  14,20,  22. 


Diff.  ex.    00.89  6,  11,  18. 
Mean  ex.  29.40  7,  9,  15,  25,  28 

1,  8,  10,  16,  17,  19, 
5,  26.  27. 

3,  12,  13,  20,21,  23 


22 


E 
W 
N  E 
N  W 
S  E 

s  w 


6,  7,  10,  11,  16, 17,  18,  23. 
4,  9,  13,  21,25,  26,  27.. 
2,  3,5,  15,  21,  24,28. 


6  days  clear. 
8  p.  clear  p.  d'yl 

7  cl'y;  no  rain. 
7  snow  or  rain. 


Max.  27,  6202-3 
Min.  3d,  34 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex 


28 
48 


Max.  25th  30.0014,  9,  10,  24. 

 ■   29.05  31. 

00.95  21,  22,  27. 


MARCH. 


Min.  15th 
Diff.  ex: 
Mean  ex 


29.5 


14,  19,  28,  29. 
1,  6,  7. 

15,  18,  25,  26: 
2,3,8,11,12,13,15,16,17 
23.        • ..  -      [20. 30 

APRIL. 


4  ds.  N. 

1 

E 

3 

S 

4 

w 

3 

N'E 

4 

S  E 

11 

N  W 

1 

s  w 

3,  5,  8,  11,  16,  17,  21,  23,  24  9  days  clear. 
2,  6,  9,  10,  13,  15,  20,  30,  31  9  part  cl.  p.  t 

4,  22,  25,  26,  27,  29 
1,  7,  12,  14,  18,  19,  28 


9  part  cl.  p.  cl'yl 

6  cloudy ;  no  rain| 

7  snow  or  rain. 


Max.  14,  69°2-3  Max  on  3d  30.00 


Min.  17,  45 

Diff:  ex.  24 
Mean  ex.  57 


Min.  ;5th 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


29.00 
1.00 

29. 50 


11,  18.22,27. 
14,  15,  21,  23,  28. 
2,  3,  4,  5,  10,  20. 
7, 13,  16,  17,  19. 
9. 

8,  12,  25,  26.  29,  30. 
1.  6,  24. 


4  days N 
.  E 
S 

w 

N  E 
■N  W 

s  w 


1.2.7.10.13.14.18.26.27 
3.6.17.20.22.25.29.30 
8.11. 15.  19 
4.5.9.12.16.21.23  24.28. 


MAY. 


Max.  27,  76°  | 
Min.  1st  44 
Diff.  ex.  32  ^ 
Meanex.~60  1- 


Max.  onl4,  f8= 

Min.  on  23,  50 
Diff.  ofex.  28 
Mean  of  ex.  64 


Max.  25th  29. 8C 
Min.  6th  29.23 
Diff.  ex.  00.57 
Mean  ex.  29.50 


1,12,  19, -29, 30,31; 


13,14,20,21,22,24,25  26  8 

4.  ,  - 

1,  7, 10. 

2,  3,  8,  9,  17. 
15,  27. 

5,  6, 16,  23,  28, 


6  ds. 


18. 


.E 
\^ 
N  E' 
N  VV 
S  E 

s  w 


1,4,8, 11 , 12, 14,1 8,26,27,29,30 
3,  5,  9,  13,  16,  17,  19,  25,  31 
1 2,  6,  7,- 20,  24 
10,  15,  21,  22,  23,  28; 


9  days  clear. 

8  pt  clear,pt  cl'yl 
4  cloudy,iio  rain! 

9  on  wh.  it  rn'd 


11  days  clear. 
9  pt  clear  pt  cl'y 

5  cloudy,  no  rain 

6  rain,thun.  I'ng 


Max.  12th  30.00  1,  2, 17,  24 


JUNE. 

-    4  ds. 


Max.  3d,  86° 


Min.  22d  29.45  5,  6,  8.  .  '  '  ' 

Diff.  ex.    00.55  19,  20,  21.  ' 
Mean  ex.  29.3216,26,  28.  ^ 

4,9,10,11,18,25. 
-  14,  22,  23, 29. 
' ■'  15,30. 

,■      .~  .'.    '  3>  ^.  27. 

Max.  6,7,  30.00  13,  22,  26,  27v 


E 

S 

w 

N  E 
N,W 

s  w 

S  E 


N  1,2,5,7,10,11,15,16,17,18,23, 

24  29 

5,  9,  13,  173  .19,  25,  M 
20  -  •  . 

3,4,  14,  21,  22,  25, 26,  27,  28 


Min.  25, 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


66 
19 
76 


2-3 
1-6 


JULY. 
4  ds. 


Min.  26th  29.58  7,24,  25. 

Diff.  ex.    00.42  8,  9,  10,  11,  12, 19,  20. 

Mean  ex.  29.34  6,  17,  21. 

15,  16. 

5,  18,  29    •.     :  ■ 
23. 

1,  2,3,  4,14,28,30,31 


N 


E 
S 

w 

NE, 
NW 

S  E 
S  W 


1,4,6,13,15,18,19,27,28,29,30 
31. 

2,3,5,10,16,17,20,21,22,26 
9,  23,  24 

7,  8,  11, 12,  14,  25 


Max.  5th 
Min.  26th 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex- 


86° 

63 

23 


AUGUST. 


Max  24th,  30.01 
Min.  27th  29.32 


Diff. 


ex.    00  69  6,  31 


74  i  Mean  ex.  29.21 


12,  17,  18.  21,22. 
8,  20,25.  ,  .      .  ; 


11. 

2,7,  9,  24,  26,  27,28 
13,  23. 
3  19. 

1,X5,10,14,15,16,29,30'9 


ds.  N  1,  4,  8,  10,  13,  22,  23,  28 
E2,7,  9,14,  20,  24,  29,30 
•  S  17,  25. 

W  3,5,11,12,15,16,18,19,21,26, 
NE  27,31. 
N  W 
S  E 

s  w' 


13  days  clear. 

7  pt  clear  pt  cl'y 
cloudy,no  rain 
9  rain,thun.  I'ng 


12  daya  clear. 

10  p.  clear  p.  cly 
3  days  cloudy 
6  rain,tbun.  I'ng 


9  days  clear. 
8  part  clear 
2  cloudy 
12  rain.thun.l'ng 
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SEPTEMPKR. 


Thermometer. 


Max.  od 
Mill.  28th 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


Max.  3cl 
Min.  26th 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


Max.  4th 
Min.  21st 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


Max.  15th 
Min.  23d 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


Barometer. 


IT 
54 
23 
65 


67° 
45 
22 
54 


61° 

30 

31 

45  i 


Max.  8th  30.00 

Min.  19th  29.50 

Diff.  ex.  00.50 

Mean  ex.  29.30 


Days  of  the  Month. 


Wind. 


10  ds.  N 

7  E 

3  S 

2  W 

5  N  W 

1  S  E 

2  S  W 


Max. -31st  30.00 
Min.  22d  29.15 
Diff.  ex.  00.85 
Mean  ex.  29.12 


21,22,23.24,25,26,27,28 
2,4,5,6,7,6,9.     [29, 30 

I,  3,13.  .- 

12,  18. 

15,16,  17,19.20. 

10.  ■        ,  -: 

II,  14.'  -      '  ■  ■ 

OCTOBER. 
6,16,17,18,19,20,28,31  8  ds.  N 

13.  1  E 
5,  9.  2  S 
7,15,23,24,25,26,27.  7  W 
2,4,8,ll,12,14,2r,22,30  9  N  E 
10.  1  NW 
1,  S,  29.            .  .        3    S  W, 

NOVEMBER. 


Days  of  the  Month. 


Max.  1st 
Min.  19th 
Diff.  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


30.20: 
29.40 
00.80 
29.35 


1,2,14,15,16,17,18,1J 

3,  7,  11,  13. 

4,8,9,23,24,25,26,27. 

6,  10,  29,  30. 

5,  13,  20,  21,  22,28. 


8  ds 

4 
8 
4 
6 


N 
E 
•  W 
N  E 
N  W 


1.2.3.4.5.6.9.15.16.24.28.29.30 
8.10.11.12.13.14.17.23.25 

7.20.21.26.27 

18.19.22         •        .  ', 


4.  7.  11.  16.  19.27.  31. 

6.  15.  17.  18.  20.  25.  26.  28, 

1.5.  12.  21.  23.  29. 

2.  3.  8. 9. 10. 13. 14.  22.  24^  30 


1.  5.  14.  17.  23.  25.  27. 
4.  9.  10.  15.  18.  22.  24.26. 

19.20.21.28. 
2.3.6.7.11.12.13.-16.29.30 


Ti  eather. 


48° 
23 
25 
35 


Max.  8th  29.90 
Min. 28th  28.75 
Diff.  of  ex.  1.15 
Mean  ex.29.32i 


24.  ■  - 

5,  6,  7,  9,  27,  28. 
1,  2,  20,  29,  30,  31 
8,10,14,15,17,18,25,26 


DECEMBER 

1  day  N, 


11,  12,  19,  21 

4,16. 

o,  13. 


22,  23. 


E 
\V 
N  E 

N  W 

SE 

S' W 


2.13.23.  ■ 
3.11.12.19.20.21.26.29.31 
.1.  14.  24.  25.  30 
4,5.6.7.8.9.10.15.16.  17.18.22 
27.  28. 


13  days  clear. 
9  pt  clear  pt  cl'v 
7  cloudy. 
3  on  \vh.  it  rain'd 


7  days  clear. 

8  partly  clear. 
6  cloudy. 
10  on  which  it 

rained. 


7  days  clear. 

8  partly  clear. 
5  cloudy. 
10  on  which 

rained. 

3  days  clear. 

9  pt.  clear  pt.cl'y 
5  cloudy;  no  i-ain 
14  on  which 
snow'd  or  rained 


The  coldest  day,  January  17th — Thermometer  1°  above  Zero.    The  hottest  d.ay,  July  3  Thermometer  90° 

above  Zero.    The  greatest  force  of  the  wind  January  16th  and  31st.    The  greatest  fall  of  snow  Jan.  9.  The 
heaviest  rains  fell  on  Feb.  24,  March  20th,  April  12,  24,  28,  May  10,  22,  June  9,  14,  22,  28,  in  Thunder  susts 
August  12,  15,  16,26,  in  Thunder  gusts.  September  18,- 20.  Oct.  9,  22.  Nov.  7.  Dec' 8.  10.  28.  ' 

REeAPiTULATioN — There  Were  in  the  year 96  days  clear — 111  days  partly  clear,  partly  cloudy  54  days  cloudy 

without  rain — ^and  104  days  on  which  it  snowtd  or  rained.       '  ,  ' 

Not  being  provided  with  either  Rain  Guage  or  Hygrometer,  the  quantity  of  rain  and  moisture  could  not  be  ascer'- 
tained. 


■JANUARY,  1828. 


Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Days  of  the  Month. 

Wind. 

Max.  7th  53.2-3 

Max..22d  29.85 

5  8  22 

3days  N 

Min.  22d  20° 

Min  3d'  29.25 

4'  24  27 

3  NE 

Diff.ofex.33.2-3 

Diff.  of  ex.  .60 

2  6  9  11  12  13.14.16 

8  E 

Mean  ex.  36-  § 

Mean  ex.  29.15 

10  25  26 

3  SE 

1 

1  S 

Mean  temperature  from  three 

3  18  19  30- 3i  " 

5  SW 

daily  observations. 

20             ,      ,     -  . 

1  W 

7  15  17  21  23  28  29 

7  NW 

Days  af  the  Jlonth. 


Weather. 


Max.  7th  57.2-3  Max.  14th  29.85  16  17 
Min.  12th  27  °   Min.  2Sth  28.05  2  5  15  18 
Diff.ofex.30.1-3  Diff.of  ex.1. 80 1114  24 
Mean  ex.  45.1-6  Mean  ex.  28.5016 

13  26  27 

Mean  temperature  from  three 
daily  observations. 


FEBRUARY- 


1  3  4  7  8  9  21 
19  20  22  28  29 
10  11  12  25 


2  ds.  N 

4 

NE 

2 

E 

1 

SE 

3 

S 

7 

SW 

5 

w 

4 

NW 

5  20  21  28  ■  . 

15791719  2224  29  3031 

4  .  .  "  . 

3  8  10  12  13  16  23  25  26  -  ■ 

2  6  1427      ■  ■ 

The  greatest  "force  of  the 
wind  was  oi,i  15,  21,  and  28th. 

13  19     .  ■  '       "  ' 

34  811161720  2125  26i28  29 
12  14  22  .  - 

1  7  9  10  27    ■    "  -    ■■■  ^ 

5  6  15  24      ■  "  ■ 

2  28         .  ■ 

The  highest  winds  were  on 
the  25,  27,  28th. 


Max.  28th  67°  1  Max.  20th  29  -70 
Min.  4th  31  J  Min.  14th  29.17 
Diff.of  ex.35.2-3|Diff.of  ex.  .60 
Mean  ex.  49.1-6'Mean  ex.  29.49 

Mean  temperature  from  three 
daily  observations. 


4  7  13  16  25  31 
210  111217-18  23-  24 

|8  9  27  30        .  [26 
14  19  20 
1  6  28  29 
3 

5  15  21  22 


MARCH. 

6  ds. 


N  13  17  20  22  25*  28  29 
9     NE  1  3  5  7  8  15  16  1&  19  21  26  27 

4  E  10 

5  SE  4  9  12  14  24  30  31 
4    -SW  2  23 

1       AV  11 

4    NWihigh  winds  were  on  3,15,16,21 
1    *  Peach  in  blossom. 


4  days  clear. 
12  p  clear  p  cl'y 
I  cl'y  no  rain 
9  pt  cl'y  pt  rain 
4  heavy  rain 


2  days  clear 

12  p  clear  p  cl'y 

3  cl'y  no  rain 

5  pt  clear  pt  rain 

4  steady  mod.  r. 
2  heavy  rain. 


Y  days  clear 
13  p  clear  p  cl'y 

1  cl'y  no  rain 

7  p  clear  p  rain 

2  rain  and  snow 
1  heavy  rain 
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APRtL  1828. 


Thermometer. 


Max. 29th  59.2-3 
Mill.  14th  35. 
Diflr.ofex.24.2-r, 
Mean  ex.  4r.l-6 


'Barometer. 


Max. 
Mill. 


9th  29.ro 


30th  29. 28  4  13  14  1"  18 


Dlff.of  ex. 
Mean  ex. 


.4' 
29.49 


Mean  temperature  from  throe 
daily  observations. 


Days  of  the  Month, 


16 


19  20  24  25  26  SO  16 
2  _       ,  1 

9  ]0  -  2 

8  27  28  29  [23  4 

1  35  67  11  12  1521  22  11 


Wind. 


Days  of  the  Month. 


day  N 
NE 
E 
S 

sw 
w 

NW 


9  15  16 
•  lail  12  18  23  24  28  29 
19  22  25  27 


5 
5-'/ 
17 
4  21 

13  14  20  26  30 

Wind  iii  general  throug'hout  the  month 
not  more  than  a  stifF  breeze. 


Weather. 


6  days  clear, 
lip  clear,p  cl'y. 
6p  cry,p  r.  or  s. 
2  steady  mod.  r. 
5heavy  r.or  snw 


MAY. 


Max.  4th 

73° 

Max.  1st 

29.82 

28, 

1  dav  N 

Min.  2d 

52 

Min.  30th 

29.08 

1,  2,  5,  1?,  14,  20,  21, 

7     '  E 

Dlff.  of  ex. 

21 

Diff.of  ex, 

.74 

,  ■.  ... 

1  SE 

Mean  ex. 

62  i 

Mean  ex. 

29.-45 

11,29,  ■  ; 

2   _  ■  S 

3,  4,  10,  19,  25, 

5  SW 

24,  30  31- 

3  W 

6,7,8,9,15,16,17,18,22, 

23,  28, 

11  NW 

26,               -•  . 

1  NE 

4,.S,8,9,10,1 1,16,24, 
6,7, 12, 1 5, 1 9,20, 23,25, 27, 28,29 
3,13,14.17.18.22.30.31. 
1. 

21,  ■'  ■     ■  - 

2.  26.  -.  V. 

7.11.12.13.27.31.     .  - 


8  d.^ys  clear. 
11  pt  clear  ptcl. 
8  pt  cl'y  pt  rain 

1  cl'y  no  rain. 
Isteady  cold  rn'. 

2  heavy,  rain. 

6  hig-h  winds. 


Max.  25th  83° 
Min.  2d  63.2- 
D  iff.  of  ex  .20 
Mean  ex.  73  i 


Max 
Vlin. 
Diff. 

Mean 


Mean  temperature  from  three 
daily  observations. 


JUNE. 

22d  29.80  6,  9,  19,  3 
8th    29.30  11,  1 
of  ex.    .50  2,  1 
ex.  29.5514,5,21,23,26,27,28,29,8 
1,3,7,8,10,12,13,15,16, 
17,18,22,24,25,30,  ^  15 
14,20,  2  N-W 


ds.  Nil.4.5. 13. 14.15.20.21.25.26. 
e|3. 6. 7.8.9. 10.16.17.19.22.23.28 
-SE  2.11.12.18.24.27.  [29.30 
S 

No  hig-h  wind's  but,  during 
SW  the  Thunder-g-usts. 


Max.  26th  85  ° 
Min.  4th  65 
Diff.  of  ex.20 
Mean  ex.  75.2-3 


Max.30th  29.66 
Min.  14th29.31 
Dlff.of  ex.  .35 
Mean  ex.29.48t' 


JULY. 

2  ds.  N 


5,  20, 

l-^>  -  ■  . 

30,  ■ 

6,7,  8,  12,14,15,16,17, 
18,19,21,22,  23,  24,  25, 
26,31, 

1,2,3,4,9,10,11,27,28,29 

AUGUST.- 


SE 
S 


SW 
WW 


5.6.12.18.19.23.24.25.30.31. 
2.3.11.15.17.21.22.27.28.29. 
1.4.7.8.9.10.13.14.16.20.26. 


[gust. 

AVind  violent  during  the  tluind. 


Max. 30th  84.2-3IMax.  22d  30.00 
Min.  4th   65.2-3iMin.  15th29.43i 
Diff.ofex.l9      IDiff.ofex.  ,'26^ 
Mean  ex.  75.2-3|Mean  ex.  29.26^ 


Mean  temperature 
dally  observations. 


from  three 


2  -.ds. 


5 

NE 

1 

E 

3 

SE 

3 

S 

12 
5 


Max.  1st  78° 
Min.  SOth  58  - 
Dlff.of  ex.19.2-3 
Mean  ex.  68  k 


Max. lOth  29.85 
Min.  3d  29.40 
Diff.  of  ex.  .45 
Mean  ex.  29.62 A 


Mean  temperature  from  three 
days  observations. 


Max.  10th  ff6.2-3 
Min.  16th  37  i, 
Dift'. of  ex.29  A 
Mean  ex.  52 


Max.  21st  30.15 
Min.  28th  29.23 
Diff.  of  ex.  .92 
Mean  ex.  29.69 


Mean  temperature  from  three 
daily  observations. 


19,  26, 
3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
SI. 

28,  29,  30,  ■    ■■    ■  . 
22,  23  25, 

8,9,10*11, 13,14,15,  16, 
17,21,24,27, 

I,  2,12,18,20,  - 

SEPTEMBER. 

9,  16,  17,  18,  28,  5  ds.NF. 

8,  1 

II,  12,  19,  20,  21,  22,  6 
23  1 
6,13,14,15,30,  S 
1,2,4,5,7,8,10,29,  8 
24,  25,  26,  27,'  4 

OCTOBER. 
2,3,4,6,11,16,21,22,24, 
19,  20,27,  X29,16ds.  N 

39,  31,       .  .  3  NE 

1,  18,  •  ■.  '  ■  2 
17,  -  •  '       ■  ■  ."  2 


N  2.9.13.15.16.18.19.  20.  21.  22. 
1.14.17.26.27.31.  [23.24.25. 
5.6.  [28.29.30, 
3.7,8.10.11.12. 

4.  .  .         .     '  - 


SW 

w 


E 
SE 
S 

SW 

w 


Light  breezes  tliro'  the  month, 
at  times,  but  generally  calm 


10  days  clear. 
14pt  clear  pt  cly 
6  do  do 
part  thund.  gust 
with  heavy  rain 
and  sometimes 
llarge  hail. 

10  days  clear. 
lOpt  clear  pt  cly 

11  pt  cloudy  pt 
thund  .  gust  with 
heavy  rain. 


1(5  days  clear. 
6pt  clear  pt  cl'y. 
2  cloudy  no  rain. 
6pt  cl'v  p  shors 
Iheavy  steady  r. 


5, 

7,8,9,10,12,13,14,15,2'3: 
25,26,28, 


10.11.12.13.26.  - 
L5, 6.7.18. 19^.20.21. 22.23.  24 
4.17.    -    •  [25.27.28.29.30. 
8.9  14.15.16.- 
2.3. 

Stime  stiff  breezes  of  wind  du- 
NW  ring  the  time  of  the  showers. 


6,7,8,9,10,12,15,16,17,26,29, 
2.3,13,14,21,28,30,-  . 

ii;3i,  -•    .  - 

4,22,23,24.-  '  *^  ■■  -r 
18,19,25,  ■       '•  •". 


E 
SE 
SW 


12  NW 


W5,27,  - 


Max.  4th  65.2-3 
Min.  18th  33.2-3 
Diff.of  ex.32 
Mean  ex.  49.2-3 


Mean  temperature 
daily  observations. 


Max.13th30.00 
Min.  22d  28.75 
Diff.of  ex.  1.25 
Mean  ex. 29.3 7^ 

from  three 


15, 

1,  2,  11,  14,  21,  22,  27, 

3,  19, 

4,  10,  26,  28,  29, 
9,  16, 

.5,6,7,8,12,13,17,18,20, 
23,24,25,30, 


NOVEMBER. 

IdayNE 


7 

E 

2 

S 

5 

SW 

2 

w 

13 

NW 

1,20,  ■  'T'  -'' 

9,10,24,25.26, 

5,6,7„12,13,17,18,21,23,29, 

15,16, 

11, 

4,8,19,27,30,   -  ■  ■  \ 

14,  -  "  ■ 

1,2,3,20,22,28, 


5  days  clear. 
16pt  clear  pt  cly 
2  pt  cl'dy  no  rn. 
5  p  clear  p  show, 
steady  rain. 


lids. clear  no  cl. 
7  pt  clear  pt  cl'y 

2  cloudy  no  rain. 

4  p  togi^y  p  clear 

3  smoky  Sc  calm. 
2  pt  cly,  pt  i-ain. 

2  steady  rain. 

5  days  clear. 
lOpt  clear  p  cly. 
2 cloudy  no  rain. 
Ifog'y  &.cly  nor. 

5  pt  cloudy  pait 
rain. 

1  p  snow,  p  cl'y. 

6  ste.ady  heavy  r. : 


1829.] 
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DKCEMBER. 


'Fhfrniometer.  _ 

Barometer. 

Days  of  the  Month. 

fVind. 

Days  of  the  Month. 

Weather. 

Max.  4th  53° 
Min.  31st  26  i 
Diff.of  ex.  26.2-3 
Mean  es.  39-2-3 

Mean  tempera 
daily  observation 

Max.  1st  29.96 
Min.  2d  29.49 
Diff.ofex.  .49 
Mean  ex.  29.721 

ture  from  three 
s. 

13,  14, 
24,  31, 

2,  3,  9,  15,16,23,26,2r, 

28,  29, 

7, 

l,4,5,8;i0,11.12,17,18, 

19,20,21,25,30,  ' 

2  ds.  JN 
2  SE 
2  S 

10  SW 
1  w 

14  NW 

l,5,o,  i-i,  10,iy,'iO,-i4,-i  J,.iO,oU, 
2,3,4,10,14,15,ir,18,20,21,22, 
r,  [27,28,29,31, 

6,9,11,13,  : 

High  winds  on  11th,  and  25tli. 

11  da^'s  clear. 
15  pt  clear  p  cly. 
1  cloudy  no  rain. 

4   part  cloud^s 
part  rain  or 
snow. 

The  morning-,  of  the  22d  January,  was  tlie  coldest.  Thermometer  at  11,  above  Zero.  The  noon,  of  the  28tli, 
June,  was  the  warmest  in  the  vear.  Thermometer  at  98:°    Range  in  the  year  87.° 

The  hig-hest  winds  were  on  January  15,  21,  28,  February  25,  27,  28th  (29th  stormy.)  March  3d  15,  16,  21st. 
April  5,  7,  8.  23.  May  7, 11, 12,  13,  27,  31.  July  1st  26.  October  2d -4^12, 13^,  14, 15.  December  11,25th.  All  these 
high  winds,  were  from  the  west  side  of  the  ^Meridian.  ■ 

There  was  snow  on  January  10,  23.  Febi-uary  15,24.  March  2,4,April.l3,14.November  14th.December  6,7.The 
deepest  snow  (7  inches)  was  on  April  14th.  • 

The  heaviest  i-ains  were  on,  January  2,  6,  14,  27.  April  13,  20,  26.  May  2,  17,  30.  June  3,  11,  12.  July  1,  7. 
^August  11.  September  23.  October  5.  Those  on  the  17th  May  and  the  1st  July  were  attended  with  vivid  light- 
King,  loud  thunder,  heavy  rain,  and  large  hail.  '  ,    .  ; 

Eecapitulatiox — There  were-  in  1828,  98  days  clear,  not  a  cloud  to  be  seen,  142  days  partly  clear,  partly 
cloudy,  15  days  cloudy,  without  rain,  69  days  part  cloudy,  part  rain.  10  days  light  rain,  or,  snow.  31  days  heavy 
rain. 

A  C03IPARATITE  ^^EW       -       .  -         .      .         ..    .  ^ 

Of  the  Mean  Temperature  of  each  Month  {omitting  fractions,)  and  also,  of~  the-y^umier  of  days  in' each  month,  on 
iL-hich  there  has  been  rain,  (snow  i?icludcd)  in  the  years  1826,  1827,  1828. 


Mean  temperature  nearly  54° 


1826 

1827 

1828 

1826 

1827 

182S 

■  Months. 

Mean 

3Iea7i 

Mean 

Light 

Heavy 

Showers 

Light. 

Heavy 

Light 

Heavy 

Tempera- 

Tempera- 

Tempera- 

Showers 

Rain 

Sain 

Rain 

Rain 

Showers 

Rain 

Rain 

tnre. 

ture. 

ture. 

January 

28° 

25° 

36° 

5 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

9 

1 

4 

February 

39 

37 

42 

2 

3 

ct 
O 

2 

4 

4 

5 

4 

2 

March 

-  48 

48  ' 

49 

4 

9 

2 

5 

2 

2  ' 

7 

2 

1 

April 

41 

57 

47 

3 

5 

5 

5  , 

2 

4 

6 

2 

5 

May 

69 

60 

62 

4 

0 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

1 

2 

June 

75. 

64 

73 

7 

8 

4 

-  7 

1 

3 

6 

0 

0 

July 

76 

76 

.  75 

9 

1  - 

0 

3 

4 

2 

11 

0 

0 

August 

76 

74 

75  ' 

6 

2 

2 

6 

o 
O 

5 

6 

0 

1 

September 

69 

65 

68  , 

5 

1 

5 

1 

0 

2 

5 

-  0 

2 

October 

58 

56 

52  - 

i 

4  - 

1 

.  4 

4 

.  3 

2 

0 

2 

November 

48 

45 

49 

1 

5 

1 

6 

.  3 

5 

1 

6 

December 

32 

35 

'  39 

4 

2 

1 

2 

.6- 

'  7 

4 

0 

0 

•Mean  Tem- 

.  perature 

55 

.  53i, 

-55i 

54r 

37  . 

52' 

39 

36 

42 

74 

11 

25 

It  is  generally  supjxjsed,  that  by  the  common  method  of  noting  the  state  of  the  Thermometer,  the  estimate, 
for  mean  temperaiure,  is  too  high;  but  by  following  the  method  1  have  pursued  since  I  have  been  employed,  the 
observations  will  approximate  nearer  the  truth,  than  any  I  have  met  with.  My  practice  is  this:  to  note  the  obser- 
vation before  sun  rise,  between  2  and  4  P.M.  and  nine  at  night,  this  followed  through  the  year,  will  average  bet- 
ter than  14  hours,  out  of  24;  beyond  this  extent  I  have  liot  found  any  upon  record. 

In  the  year  1826  there  were  123  days  on  which  it  rained,  242  days  dry  ."^  A  decrease  of  nearly  7  days  in  each 

In  the  year  1827  there  were  117  days  on  which  it  rained,  248  days  dry  V  yean 

In  theyear  1828  there  were  110  days  on  which  It  rained,  255  days  dry.  j 

The  year  1828  was  8°  warmer  lhan"l826,  and  55°  warmer  than  1827,  and  although  1827  was  colder  than  either 
1826  or  1828,  the  increase  of  temperature  in  1828  bears  a  near  proportion-  to  the  decrease  of  rain  in  same  period. 


Low  Ttde  in-  the  Delawabe. 

Mr.  Poulson:  If  you  think  the  following  observations 
worthy  of  a  place  in  your  paper,  you  will  please  publish 
them. 

It  is  generally  allowed  that  the  present  winter  of  1828 
-9,  is  what  is  called  an  old  fashioned  winter;  the  writer 
of  this  well  remembers  the  month  of  March, 1796,  when 
on  the  24th  and  25th,  we  had  a  severe  blow  from  the 
north-west,  which  lowered  the  water  in  the  Delaware 
many  feet  below  the  usual  low  water  mark;  the  rocks  in 
ihe  river  in  the  Jersey  Channel  were  distinctly  to  be 
seen  projecting  out  of  the  water  two  or  three  feet.  It 
was  understood  at  the  time,  they  had  not  been  seen  for 


many  years  before,  and  were  visited  by  some  person^ 
from  curiosity,  to  ascertain  the  names  cut  on  them.  I 
started  from  Chfford's  wharf  after  the  gale  had  subsided, 
in  a  Batteaux,  tavisita  vessel  loaded  and  bound  for  the 
AVest  Indies,  then  lying  high  and  dry  on  the  lower  end 
of  the  Island,  nearly  opposite  our  present  Navy  Yard; 
she  had  gone  on  shore  during  the  gale,  with  sixty  fath- 
oms of  cable  payed  out,  and  the  flems  of  the  anchor 
were  visible  out  of  water,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the 
river;  the  foundations  of  the  wharves  were  plainly  to  be 
seen,  and  presented  a  scene  rather  appalling;  such  low 
water  has  not  occurred  in  this  place  since  that  period.  P. 

D.  Mv, 


HOUSE  OE  HEFUGE— MISCELLANEOUS. 
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HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 

Mr.  Poutsois': — :-Wlth  feelings  deeply  interested  for 
the  promotion  of  so  laudable  an  Institution  as  the  House 
of  Refuge,  the  writer  of  this  has  been  permitted  to  ex- 
amine the  Records  of  the  House,  and  gathered  from 
them  the  following  interesting  document,  that  no  doubt 
cannot  but  awaken  sympathetic  feelings  in  the  bosom  of 
every  one  that  peruses  this  paper.  From  the  Records 
we  learn,  that  out  of  51  boys,  that  have  been  committed 
to  the  Refuge,  26  could  not  read.  The  girls,14  in  num- 
ber, 11  could  not  read.  Eight  girls  out  of  the  eleven, 
have  learned  to  read  scripture  lessons,  since  their  com- 
mitment. Likewise,  the  boys  have  made  considerable 
progress  in  their  learning.  We  learnt  also,  tliat  out  of 
the  14  girls,  in  the  Refuge,  6  have  lost  their  fathers  by 
death,  4  their  mothers,  3  have  neither  fathers  nor  moth- 
ers; and  out  of  the  51  boys,  20  ha-ve  lost  their  fathers, 
7  their  mothers,  11  have  no  parents  living.  Thus  have 
we  heard  sung  by  the  children  of  the  Refuge: 

Some  of  us  here  were  Orphans  left, 
And  of  parental  care  bereft;  '  ,  ^ 

No  friends,  no  guardians  to  our  youth, 
'.  To  lead  us  in  the  way  of  truth. 

As  funds  are  needed  for  the  institution,  let  the  above 
document  be  an  appeal  to  the  benevolent  heart — and  as 
the  Managers  of  the  Refuge  have  it  in  contemplation  to 
appoint  an  Agent  to  solicit  donations-and  subscriptions 
to  aid  the  funds,  should  it  take  place,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  funds  will  soon  be  replenished;  and  part  of  the  good 
things  that  the  I>ord  in  his  bounty  has  bestowed  upon 
his  creatures,  will  cheerfully  be  given  to  snatch  from 
the  jaws  of  a  dreary  prisan,  the  little  wanderers,  desti- 
tute'of  parental  care.  .  HOWARD. 

'  ';  ^m.  Daily  Adv. 

We  were  much  g)-atlfied  with  a  visit  this  week  to  the 
House  of  Refuge.  Although  the  ift'stitution  is  still  inits 
infancy,  and  of  course  many  improvements  in  the  man- 
agement and  discipline  may  be  advantageously  adopted 

 yet  we  were  pleased  with  the  advances  ah-eady  made. 

The  boys  were  variously  employed:  some  at  book -bind- 
ing; some  at  carpenter's  work;  some  at  shoemaking  and 
tailoring;  and  others  at  covering  demijohns  \vith  wicker 
work.  From  the  cheerfulness  and  industry  of  the  boys, 
and  the  appearance  of  regular  business,  the  idea  of  pun- 
ishment was  almost  banished.  Wliile  there, they  were  sum 
inoned  to  supper—  at  tlie  call  of  a  whistle,  they  arranged 
themselves  in  a  line,  in  the  yard,  according  to  their 
height — and  after  performing  a  few  evolutions,  march- 
ed in  Indian  file  to  the  supper  room,  where  they  placed 
themselves,  each  in  his  proper  seat,  at  a  signal  from  the 
superintendant — after  being  seated  in  silence  for  a  few 
moments,  a  blessing  was  invoked,  and  they  commen- 
ced their  plentiful  meal  of  mush  and  milk,  and  appear- 
ed to  partake  of  it  with  good  appetites  and  much  satis- 
faction. About  4  hours  each  day  are  spent  in  school. — 
No  one  who  reflects  upon  the  important  consequences 
which  must  result  from  a  separation  of  such  boya  from 
■  the  vicious  associates  of  a  common  prison,  can  for  a  mo- 
ment hesitate  to  aid  the  institution  as  far  as  he  can. 


"Canal. — The  Berks  and  Schuylkill  Journal  of  April 
4^  contains  the  following  notice: 

"It  aflbrds  us  pleasure  to  state  that  the  Schuylkill  Nav- 
igation has  been  re-opened,  and  that  the  whole  /me  from 
Mount  Carbon  to  Philadelphia,  was  in  navigable  order 
yesterday.  Several  boats  have  departed  with  freight, 
and  a  number  are  busily  engaged  in  taking-  in  cargoes  of 
flour,  whiskey,  &c.  destined  for  the  Philadelphia  mar- 
ket. 

"It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  Union  Canal  will 
commence  operations  early  next  week." 

April  4.  The  Schuylkill  has  been  visited  by  a  fresh- 
et these  two  days  past,  probably  the  breaking  up  of  the 
last  Ice  and  melting  of  the  'remainder'  snow — however, 
boats  descended  the  river  yesterday;  and  on  Monday 
morningrwlll  start  for  the  interior  of  the  state,  loaded 
with  merchandise. 

HARRisBcnG,  April  6. 
The  Susquehanna  is  9  feet  above  low  water  mark,  and 
but  few  arks  and  rafts  descending,  on  account  of  the 
cold  and  boisterous  weather. 

The  late  William  Lehman,  Esq.  bequeathed  to  the 
German  Society  One  Thousand  Dollars — and  to  the 
Athenaeum  of  this  city  Ten  Tliousand  Dollars.  Surely 
'the  liberal  man  deviseth  liberal  things.' 

.2  Fdtriarch. — A  late  Pittsburg  paper  records  the 
death  of  a  Mr.  Samuel  Ncely,  on  the  23d  ult.  aged  &T 
years;  who  "had  twelve  sons  and  six  daughters — thirty- 
three  grand. sons,  and  thlrt)'-slx  grand  daughters — two 
great-grand-sons,  and  one  great-grand-daughter — in  all 
ninety.'  and  all  living  within  eight  miles  of  his  own  resi- 
dence." 

The  amount  of  bituminous  coal  lately  found  in  Clear- 
field count}',  has  induced  some  Individualstoattemptthe 
formation  of  a  company  for  bringing  it  to  a  good  mar- 
ket. The  means  proposed,  Is  to  build  a  rail  road,  or  to 
improve  the  run,  or  both,  so  that  the  coal  may  re:ichthe 
Pennsylvania  canal.        r         ,  U.  S.  Gaz. 

Quad.rahtire  of  the  Circle  Discovered. 
This  theorem,  which  has  baffled  the  efforts  of  mathe- 
maticians from  time  immemorial,  has  lately  been  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  t;leanthcs  Fcitt,  a  classical  and  mathe- 
matical teacher  of  this  city,  to  be  as  capable  of  a  demon- 
stration as  the  first  problem  of  Euclid.     AVhen  the  dia- 
giam  is  presented  .to  the  eye,  all  former  difficulties 
seem  to  vanish;  and  the  demonstration,  which  is  very  | 
simple,  leaves  not  the  least  doubt  on  the  mind.    The  j 
discovery  Will  make  a  new  era  in  mathematics,  and  will 
prove  no  less  useful  to  mankind^  than  the  most  impor- 
tant discovery  that  has  yet  been  made.       Nat.  Gaz. 

•     ^     PiTTSBunc,  Jan.  21.  I 
Canal  Navie;ation — A  friend  has  .  informed  us  that,  i 
from  the  19th  of  November  to  the  20th  of  December 
last,  1360  barrels  of  salt  passed  through  the  Kiskemine-  | 
tas  line,  from  the  Salt  Works  to  Dam  No.  1.    Also,  six 
steam  engines,  20  tons  of  merchandize,  and  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  furniture  passed  up. 

22  Steam-boats  have  been  built  in  the  city  and  vicini- 
ty of  Pittsburg,  within  twelve  months.  Their  aggregate 
is  4570  tons.  — 

The  rain  that  fell  in  March,  as  shown  by  the  guage, 
kept  at  the  Pennsyl'aHospital, amounted  to  2.87  inches. 

.  I'liiitca  every  -SATURDAY  MORNING  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES.  No.  59  Liicilst  Street.  Pliil;Kleliihia;  where,  and  at 
the  PUBLICATION  OFFICE,  IN  FRANKLIN  PLACE,  second 
door  tack  of  the  Post  Ofl'ice,  (hack  r6om)  subscriptions  will  be 
ihankfolly  received.  Price  FIVE  HOLLARS  jier  annum,  payable 
annually  by  subscribers  residing  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
there  is  an  agent.    Other  subsoribers  pay  in  ad%ance. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

A  daily  mail  stage  commenced  running  on  the  1st  in- 
stant between  this  city  and  Pottsville — through  in  one 
day. 

April  2.  11  Boats,  carrying  ,304  tons  of  Coal,  dep.art- 
ed  from  Mount  Carbon  for  this  city. 


THE 
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THE  SUPREME  COURT  BENCH  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA—PAST  AND  PRESENT. 
(Extracted  fiom  the  '■  Pennsj  Ivanian.  'J 
Thojias  M'Kean  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  in  July, 
t777.  His  earlier  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  leg'al 
profession,  except  that  his  love  for  the  new-born  cause 
of  liberty  induced  him  to  embark  on  tlie  stormy  ocean 
of  politics.  His  name  is  identified  with  the  great  sacri- 
fices, virtues  and  successes  of  our  country  in  the  revo- 
lution. While,  as  a  statesman,  he  was  aiding  her  coun- 
cils, as  a  judge  he  was  securing  the  wholesome  opera- 
tion of  law  throughout  the  communit)'.  While  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  representing  the  state  of  Delaware  in 
that  body,  he  was  officiating  as  Chief  Justice  of  Penn- 
sylvania, discharging"  the  duties  of  both  stations  with 
equal  zeal,  ability,  and  intellig-ence.  How  much  our 
jurisprudence  is  indebted  to  liis  learning  and  firmness. 
Jet  his  deeds  tell!  On  him  fell  the  difficulty  of  admin- 
istering the  law,  in  times  of  great  excitement,  in  neM' 
channels,  and  under  a  new  s}'stem.  Yet  he  was  inflex- 
ible and  consistent  in  opinion,  shrewd  and  severe  in  in- 
terpretation, and  watchful,  alike  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  judiciary,  and  his  country.  While  on  the  one  hand, 
regardless  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  hazard  his  own  life,  by  causing  to  be  pun- 
ished those  who  were  proved  to  be  traitors  to  their 
country;*  on  the  other,  popular  fervour  and  clamour 
against  individuals  accused  of  offences,  could  not  induce 
him  to  shrink  from  his  duty  in  protecting  the  innocent.-j- 
'  On  the  bench,  the  lucidity  of  his  explanations,  and  the 
perspicuity  of  his  language,  were  perfect;  his  dignity  of 
manner  was  great,  and  his  comprehension  of  mind,  du- 
ring the  most  intricate  trials,  was  unparalleled  and  in- 
imitable. All  subsequent  decisions  in  the  supreme  court 
have  sanctioned  his  judicial  fame^  and  even  European 
1  judges  )'ielded  him  their  spontaneous  praise,  i  It  is  the 
i  lot  of  greatness  to  excite  envy.  Many  charges  were 
made  against  him  formally,  and  attempts  were  made  to 
impeach  him,  but  they  all  proved  abortive,  and  only 
served  to  shed  new  lustre  on  his  character.  In  1800,  he 
-resigned  the  chief  justiceship,  and  died  in  181".  His 
biographer  has  said — "he  outlived  all  the  enmities 
which  an  active  and  conspicuous  part  in  public  affairs 
had,  in  the  nature  of  tilings,  created;  and  posterity  will 
continue  to  cherish  his  memory  as  one  among  the  most 
asefid,  able,  and  virtuous  fathers  of  a  mighty  republic^"!! 
■  Conscia  mens  recti,  famsc  mendacia  ridet. 

WiLi-rAM  AtTGUSTUs  Atlee  and  Jons  Evaxs  were 
appointed  judges  in  177?.  They  were  associated  with 
I  chief  justice  M'Kean,  and,  by  their  industry,  greatly  aid- 
j'  ed  him  in  the  business  of  the  bench.  Few  testimonials 
}I  are  left  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  either  of  these 
I  gentlemen  as  lawyers  or  judges,    It  is  a  singular  fact, 

I  ^Roberts  and  Carlisle,  executed  for  high  treason  in 
I  Sept.  1778. 

-  fChapman's  case,  1  Dal.  Rep.  and  the  Freemason's 
I  isase,  1777. 

^Lord  Mansfield  in  1791,  in  a  letter,  speaking  of  Dal- 
I  ias'  Reports  of  Cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
■  vania,  said — 'They  do  credit  to  the  court,  tlie  bar,  and 
\  the  reporter.  They  show  readiness  in  practice,  liberal- 
I  ity  in  principle,  strong  reason,  and  legal  learning.' 
'il  •   II  Wain. 
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that  in  tlie  repoi  ted  decisions  of  that  daj-,  such  was  the 
unanimity  of  the  court  in  its  decisions,  tliat  scarcely  a 
case  can  be  found  in  wliich  the  chief  justice  and  liis  as- 
sociates delivered  contrary  opinions.  Individuals  are 
yet  living- who  remember  the  g-entlemanly  manners  of 
Atlee  in  private  life,  and  the  quaint  and  old  fashioned 
style  of  Kvans  in  all  things. 

.Tacob  llusH  was  appointed  judge,  in  place  of  John 
Evans,  deceased,  in  1784.  His  was  the  character  of  the 
rough  diamond;  unseemly  in  exterior,  but  yet  of  great 
value.  His  manner  was  plain,  perhaps  slightly  unamia- 
ble  as  to  the  common  courtesies  of  life,  and  his  temper 
was  impatient  of  contradiction  and  subtlety  when  in  the 
exercise  of  his  judicial  functions.  Yet  he  was  a  wise 
judge,  and  a  good  man,  and  tlie  reports  of  his  decisions 
ia  the  several  courts  in  which  he  sat  evince  no  less  his 
great  learning  than  his  accurate  discrimination. 

ED^vAUD  Shippen  was  commissioned  judg-e  in  1791. 
He  remained  an  associate  until  1800,  when  he  succeeded  • 
M'Kean  in  the  chief  justiceship,  in  whicli  station  he 
continued  until  he  resigned  in  1805.  -  His  was  a  faithful 
and  industrious,  thoug-h  not  a  g-reat  mind.  His  learning 
was  soand,  and  its  application  correct;  simplicity  was 
the  governing  characteristic  of  his  decisions.  His  devo- 
tion to  his  station  was  unwearied,  and  the  satisfaction 
which  he  gave  to  the  bar  and  the  people  was  universal. 

Jasper  Yeates  was  appointed  judge  in  1791,  and 
remained  on  the  bench  until  his  decease  in  1817. — 
Twenty-five  years  of  his  life  were  spent  upon  the  bench, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  he  Was  in  the  different  cir- 
cuits of  the  state.  His  mind  was  vigorous  and  his  opin-' 
ions  bold.  Pennsylvania  found  in  him  a  "good  and 
faithful  servant."-  His  Reports,  the  second  of  the 
Pennsylvania  series,  immediately  succeeding  Mr.  Dal- 
las', confer  great  honor  upon  him,  both  as  an  authorand 
a  lawyer.       _  - 

Wiliia:>[  Bhadeoud,  Jk.  received  his  commission  as 
judge  in  3791,"  but  held  tlie  appointment  only  until  the 
beginning  of  1794,  when  h&  accepted  the  office  of  at- 
torne)!  general  of  the  United  Slates.  That  he  was  an 
eminent  lawyer,  many  are  3'et  living  to  testify,  thoug'h 
few  opportunities  were  afforded  him  to  dlstiiiguislv  him- 
self on  the  bench.  That  lie  was  an  excellent  man,  and 
a  pliilanthropist,  his  exertions  to  obtam  an  amelioration 
of  the  penal  code  of  tliis  state,  a  work  which  added  ho- 
nor to  its  character,  will  always  fully  establish. 

■  TnojtAS  Smith  took  his  seat  as  judge  in  1794,  and 
continued  on  the  bench  until  his  death  in  1809.  We 
have  very  little  opportunity  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
his  cliaracter  and  merits,  beyond  that  which  is  afforded 
by  his  reported  opinions,  which  are  concise,  nervous, 
and  learned. 

HiTGH  H.  BnACKESRiDGE  was  commissioned  judge  in 
1799.  He  was  indefatigable  in  Ills  studies,  and  constant 
to  his  duties.  Altliough  highly  eccentric  as  a  man,  on 
the  bench  his  mind  was  well  regnilated  by  precept  and 
principle.  His  close  attention  to  mercantile  questions 
Is  well  remembered.  His  "I>aw  Miscellanies"  should 
be  read  ty  every  student,  not  only  for  their  learning, 
but  for  the  elevation  and  ingenuity  of  their  views, 
and  the  occasional  humour  of  their  author.  He  died  in 
1816. 

The  memory  of  WritiAM  Tieghjian  is  dear  to  Penn- 
S3  lvania.    He  was  appointed  chief  justice  in  1806,  and 
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Ailed  the  office  until  1827,  wlien  death  removed  him. 
from  the  scene  of  his  usefulness.    During  the  Ion*  tinie 
of  his  presidency  in  tlie  Supreme  Court,  he  was  never 
absent  from  its  regular  sittii'gs,  except  when  indisposed. 
His  fidelity  and  industry  as  a  judge  were  conscieutiou?, 
and  the  rules  which  he  laid  down  fur  his  conduct,  in  re- 
gard to  liis  official  station,  were  e7:emp!ar\.    He. ne- 
ver suffered  liimself  to  embark  in  politics,  wjse'y  be-- 
lieving-  that  they  were  incompatible  witli  his  ofEce--  He 
never  shrunk  from  the  decision  of  any  case,  however 
momentous;  and  never  gave  an  opinion  without  a  full 
and  patient  investigation.    His  decisions  are  singular 
for  their  accuracy  and  plainness.    Law  was  to  him  the 
science  of  justice  and  trirth,  and  to  strip  his  cases  down 
to  tlte  naked  points  of  difference  was  always  his  ob- 
ject.   Yet  his  learning  was  sound,  and  his  literary  ac- 
complishments elegant.    Greatly  is  the  -jurisprudence 
of  Pennsylvania  indeljted  to  him!    In  his  manner  as  a 
judge,  he  was  idnd,  courteous,  and  dignified.   The  bar 
looked  upon  him  as  the  common  father  of  their  family, 
and  always  i-endered  him  affection  and  reverence.  His 
mildness  of  conduct  Vv'as  only  equalled  b}'  his  firmness 
of -opinion.    His  benevolence  was  a  qualit)  "  thrice 
blessed;"  it  dropped  "  like  the  gentle  dew"  upon-nl! 
within  his  sphere.    As  a  man,  he  was  pious  and  exem- 
plary in  all  thmgs.    Tew  men  have  hiboured  under-a-s 
many  domestic  afflictfons,  and  but  few  have  borne  ca- 
lamity as  he  did.   Although  he  was  "^a  man  of  sorrou  s, 
and  acquainted  with  grief,"  resi.gnation  to  tlie  deCret  s 
and  dependence  upon  the'  will  of  Pi'ovidence  wei-e  •.*]- 
•ways  the  guides  of  his  conduct.    His  great  talents  and 
learning,  as  well  as  his  excellent  virtues  and  piety,  have 
been  full)'  told  by  two  of  our  emhient  jurists.*    No  one 
can  read  their  productions  without  feeling  love,  res- 
pect, and  reverence  for  his  character.    JEactinckis  ania- 
biius  idem.'  ,  - 

Thomas  DuircAif  took  his  scat  as  an  associate  Judge 
in  1817.  The  recent  death  of  thisgentleman-has  left  a 
strong  impression  of  regard  for  his  memory  ,  in  a  vide 
circle  of  friends.  While  a  prajctising-  lawyer,  his  busi- 
ness was  very  extensive,  but  his  application  not  the  less 
severe.  His  pecuUru- attribute  of  character  as  a  judge 
was  his  profundity  of  knov.dedge.  He  de]i:.;hted  in  the 
antiquities-of  the  law,  and  although  not  always  necessa- 
ry for  the  elucidation  of  iiis  subject,  his  opinions-are  fil- 
led with  tile  orIgi,n  and  history  of  various  brandies  of 
jurisprudence,  relative  ta  the  particular  suiyj«ct  under 
discussion.  He  had  all'  tlie  accomplishments  of  a 
great  lawyer,,  and  all  the  finish  of  tlve  true  gentleman. 

Such  was  the  past  Supreme  Court  .Bench;  remcmbej- 
ed  by  all  with  feelings  of  pride, for  its  worth,  and  satis- 
faction for  its  .usefulness.  Of  the  present  Bench,  the 
writer  will  say  very  little.  It  is-  of  departed  genius, 
learning,  and  virtue,  that  unbiassed  and  honest  criti- 
cism freely  speaks.  There is"a  delicacy  in  referring  to 
the  actors  upon  the  scene  before  us,  -which  prevents 
impartial  and  unrestrained  remark.  ,        -     _  ' 

John  B.  GIBSo^■■,,  the  present  chief  justice.-of  Penn^ 
'_■  S3'lvania,  from  the  year  1816  officiated  as  an  associate' 
judge,  until  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  TiJ^ghnian.  Great  respect  is  piiidto 
his  opinions  by  tlie  legal  profession;  they  are  ]).T.rticular- 
ly  distinguished  for  conciseness  and  point.  With  a  very 
grasping  mind,  he  generallj' states  the  -plain  ancl  true 
question  at  issue,  the  decision,  and  the  naked  reason  for. 
it,  without  ornament  or  extensive  ilhistraiion- 

MoLTON  C.  Rogers,  Chap.les  Hustok>  John  Tod, 
-  and  Fumehick  Smith,  as  .associates,  are  recent  ap- 
pointments,  and  scarce  an  opportunity  has  been  afford- 
ed, during-  their  official  existence,  to  form  an  Opinion  of 
their  general  chai-acteristics.  They  have  all  been  emi- 
nent practising  lawyers,  and  have  filled  many  high  and 
honourable  offices  under  the  state  and  national  govern- 
ments. Tiie  Supreme  Court  is  therefore  likely  to  be 
well  sustained  in  the  elevated  character  v.'hich  it  has  ac- 
quired, and  to  contintie  a  faithful  auxiliaiy  to  the  great 


cause  of  General  Jurisprudence.  May  the  saying  of 
Cicero  alwajs  animate  its  decrees!  "Major  hseredHas 
venit  unicuique  nosirum  a  jure  el  kgibus,  quam  a  parenr 
iiius.'"  SENECA. 


FFBOC  TKIKTIKG. 
Mr.  Frick,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  Inquire 
into  the  manner  in  which  tlie  public  printing  has  been 
executed  since  the  pass;  ge  of  the  law  regulating  the 
same,  made 

REPORT,  That  after  a  laborious  examination,  and 
on  a  reference  to  the  act  ofassembly,passed  22d  March, 
1824,  regulating  the  public  printing,  they  are  enabled 
to  deduce  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  labors. 

The  law  requires  that  bills  shall  contain  not  less  than 
1200  ms  in  each  page,  exclusive  of  riglet  spacing, — 
But  your  committee  regiet  to  say  that,  in  this  instance, 
the  law  has  been  departed  from  — the  pages  have  been 
shortened  about  one  IwelfUn  thereby  producing  the  fol- 
lowing overcharges  in  the  Bills  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seulatives. 

pages  at  §1.06 
,-dn. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Session . 


74.30 
79.62 
67.95 
74  30 
46.64 


Binney  and  DupoiKcau's  Lulogltims. 


1824-25-70 
182.5-26—75 

1826-  27—64 

1827-  28—70 
•    .  1828-29—44 

Thus  making  an  overcharge  by  unncessary'^   

shortening  the  ]  ages  of  the  bills,  amount- V  $342.81 
ing-  in  the  aggregate  to  j 
'1  he  price  of  the  Journal  is  fixed  at  20  dollars  per 
sheet  forl200  copies,and"c// ?'noWfn/a/  work  in  the  same 
proportion."    Your  committee  understand  "incidental 
work"  to  mean,  the  additional  number  of  copies  of  any  • 
document  or  Report  struck  ofl'  by  order  of  either  House"; 
and  ttiat  the  price  allowed  for  such  additional  work, 
should  be  the  same  in  proportion  as  to  the  number  of 
copies  and  sheets,  as  would  be  twenty  dollars  per  sheet 
for  twelve  hundi-ed  copies. 

The  committee  are  unable  to  ascertain  from  the  Jour- 
nal, what  portion  of  incidental  work  was  executed  du- 
ring the  sessions  1824-25-26-27. That  ofl827-28  is  annex-  ■ 
ed,  with  the  price  charged  and  paid  for  the  same. 
'300.  copies  Report  of  Canal  Comnns-sioners  36 

'  'sheets  at  $19  per  sheet  f.684 
600  do.  Penal  code  14^  cto.  20  290 
1-5(5.  do.  ;on-Banks  2  .  do.-  20  40 
1000  do.  3  first  forms  canal  report  U  do.  30 
Making  an  overcharge  for  the  same  above  the  prices 
expressly  stipulated  by  law  off679.  U  is  not  for  the 
committee  to  say,  whetiicr  these  excessive  charges  are 
the  result  of  calculation  to  impose  upon  the  common- 
wealth, or  carelessness,  inattention  or  oversight  on  tlie 
part  of  the  printcr — Uicy,  however,  merit  the  serious  at- 
tention yfthosc  v\ho  can  &  ought  to  apply  the  corrective. 

Your  committee  have  directed  their  attention  to  the 
manner  in.  which  tlie  pamphlet  laws  have  been  executed 
since  the  passag_e  x)f  the  law  regulating-  the  same. — 
1  heselaws  are  directed  to  be  printed  upon  long  primer 
type,  eacli  page  to  contain  not  less  thr.n  1800ms,  includ- 
ing nvargin.al  references,  the  price  is  fi.xed  at  $42.50  per 
sheet.  T  he  committee  regret  to, say-that  the  work  has 
in  no  instance  been  executed  in  conformity  to  the  act  of 
1:824.  The  pages  do  not  contain  thc'number  of  ms  re- 
quired. Those  of  1826-27  have  bet  11  printed  lipon  a 
much  larger  type  than- designated  by  law;  consequent- 
ly each  page  h;cks  about  50Gms— and  from  all  we  are 
able  to  learn  has  been  paid  at  the  same  price  per  sheet 
as  though  llie  pa.ge  contained  1800ms. 

Owing-  to  the  departure  from  law,  the  state  has  been 
a  considerable  looser,  which  we  do  not  believe  is  irre- 
coverable, but  some  means  ought  to  be  devised  to  pre-: 
vent  the  like  occurrences  in  future. 

Your  comniittee  would  further  observe  that  by  the 
late  account  of  S.  C.  Stambaugh,  he  has  charged  the 
House  ot  Representatives  30  dollars  for  an  Engraving  of 
the  New  Penitentiary;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Senate  paid 
him  33  dollars  for  the  same  engiaving,  in  justice  to  the 
cornmcirvvcalih  it  cnp'l.t  t'l  be  deducted  frorrj  liis  account, 
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SENATORS  IN  CONGRESS  FROM  PENNSYL- 
VANIA 1789  TO  1827. 


Names. 


William  .Vlacklay 
Albert  Gallatin 
James  Ross 
Samuel  Maclay 
Miciiael  Leib 
Jonathan  Roberts 
William  Findlay 

Robert  Morris 
William  Bingham 
Peter  Muhlenburg' 
Georg'e  J.ogan 
Andrew  Gregg; 
Abner  LacocTc 
Walter  Lowrie 
William  Marks 


Commencem't 
of  service. 


Mar.  4,  1789 
Feb.  28,  1793 
April  1,  1794 
Mar.  4,  1803 
Dec.l3,  1808 
Feb.24,  1814 
Dec. 10, 1821 

Mar.  4,  1789 
do  1795 
do  1801 
July  13, 1801 
Mar.  4,  1807 
do  1813 
do  1819 
do  1825 


Expiration  of 
service. 


Mar.  3,  1791 
Feb. 28, 1794 
Mar.  3,  1803 
Dec.l3, 1808 
Feb.24, 1814 
Mar.  3,1821 
do  1827 

Mar.  3,  1795 
do  1801 

July  13, 1801 

Mar.  3,  1807 
do  1813 
do  1819 
do  1825 

Willexp.Mar. 


Remarks. 


Resig-ned. 


Resigned. 


3,  1831. 


•Seat  vacated  by  resolution  of  Senate,  on  the  .tjround 
of  want  of  citizenship  for  a  sufficient  leng'tii  of  time. 

REPRESENTATIVES  IN  CONGRESS  FRO:?I 
PENNSYLVATVIA  1789  TO  1837.    '  '  ' 


Names. 

Coinm't  of  serriee 

Espir'n  of 

service. 

1  nom^s  ritzsimons 

March  4, 

1789 

March 

17V5 

1-/<1I11C1  ncibiciT 

do 

do 

Dec. 

8, 

1  i  y  o 

Thomas  tlartleyt 

do 

do 

Feb. 

3, 

Fred'k  A.  Muhleiiberg 

do 

do 

March 

3, 

1  "rtTT 
I  i  Vt 

Peter  Muhlenberc^ 

do 

do 

do 

1*701 

Thomas  Scott 

do 

do 

do- 

do- 

Henry Wynkoop 

do 

do 

do 

do 

William  Findlay 

Oct. 

24, 

1791 

do 

- 1799 

Andrew  Greg-g; 

do 

do- 

do 

1897 

Israel  Jacobs 

do- 

do 

do 

-1793 

John  W.  Kittera 

do 

do 

•do 

■  1801 

James  Armstrong^ 

Dec. 

2,  1793 

do 

1795 

William  Irvine 

do 

do 

do 

do- 

William Montg'omery 

do 

do 

■do 

do 

Peter  Muhlenberg 

:  do 

Jo 

March 

3, 

1795 

Thomas  Scolt 

da 

■do 

do 

do  , 

John  Smilie 

do 

do 

do 

do 

David  Baird 

Dec. 

1795 

.  do 

1799 

Albert  Gallatin    -  " 

do 

.  do  ~:  ' 

■  do 

1801 

Samuel  Maclay 

do 

do  : 

do 

1797 

Samuel  Sitgjreaves 

do 

do 

.  do 

■1799 

John  Swanwickil 

do 

do  . 

Dec. 

4, 

1798 

Richard  Thomas 

do 

do 

March  3, 

1801 

John  Richards 

do 

do 

-  do 

1797 

George  Ege§ 

Dec. 

8. 

-1796 

Dec, 

1, 

1797 

John  Chapman 

May  15,' 

1797 

March  3, 

1799 

John  A.  Hanna 

do 

do 

do 

1805 

Blair  McClenachan 

do 

do  - 

do 

.1799 

Joseph  Heister 

Dec. 

1, 

1797 

f  do 

1805' 

Robert  Wain 

Dec. 

-4, 

1798 

do  ' 

1801 

Robert  Brown, 

Dec. 

2, 

1799 

•do 

1815 

Michael  Leib** 

do 

do  - 

Dec. 

.1806 

Peter  Muhlenberg 

do 

do 

March 

3, 

J801 

John  Smilie 

-do 

do 

do 

1813 

Henry  Woods 

do 

do 

do 

1803 

John  Stewart 

Feb. 

3, 

1801  do 

1805 

Joseph  Hemphill 

Dec. 

7, 

1801:  do 

1803 

William  Hoije-j-j- 

do 

do 

Nov.  27, 

1804 

William  Jones 

do 

do 

March  3, 

1803 

Isaac  Van  Home 

do 

do 

1  do 

1805 

^Succeeded  by  G.  Ege,  having  resigned. 
^Succeeded  by  J.  Stewart,  having  died. 
llSucceeded  by  R.  Wain,  having  resigned. 
^Succeeded  by  J.  Heister,  having  resigned. 
••Succeeded  by  J.  Porter,  having  resigned, 
tf Succeeded  by  J,  Hoge,  having  resigned. 


Nan.es. 

Comm'f  of  service. 

Kspir'n  of  service. 

X.3-itl\_.  .fillLiLIofJH 

Oct.  17, 

1803 

March 

3. 

1807 

Davifl  "R  itH 

do 

do 

do 

1815 

do 

do 

Nov.  16, 

1808 

do 

do 

March  3, 

1807 

^■V  1 1 T I  ■  1  m   T"^  1  n  f  1 1 1  \T 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

John  B.  C .  Lucas 

do 

do 

do 

1805 

lIvJIJII  IVllCct. 

do 

do 

do 

1811 

•T-lf* nil  T?ir*l>Q t*/^ c 

do 

do 

do 

1809 

Tnhn  AVhifphlll 

do 

do 

do 

1807 

r  fit  1 11  ri  i'\fTe> 

Nov.  ■  27, 

1804 

do 

1805 

JUliIi  ritllllllLOll 

Dec.  2, 

1805 

do 

1807 

T  •  1  rn  f=i  f   \\  1^  1 1 1  r 

TfiVin  T'licK 

do 

do 

do 

1809 

do 

do 

do 

1809 

'OtA'lll.H„l  Olllllll 

do 

do 

do 

1811 

Rohp'rt  Whifpliill 

do 

do 

do 

1813 

Dec.  8, 

1806 

do 

1811 

T  f  1  li  n  H  p  1  ct^T* 

Oct.  26, 

1807 

do 

1809 

A\'  1 1 1  i  1  m  T  T  n  cr 

ITllllttlll  IXllgC 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

1811 

W  1 1 1  r  1  ni  \T  1 1  n  /^r* 

da 

do 

do 

do 

l/tillici  ifit  J  11 1  y  0  M  1  V„  1  Vj  11 

-do 

do 

do 

1809 

do 

do 

do: 

1811 

Ts on  to yr\ in  Q 0 1  ^ 
Ot-iijiiillin  0 Ay 

Nov.  16, 

1808 

do 

do 

W'tllt'im   \  TiHf^i'con 

May  22, 

1809 

do 

1815 

Will-tnin,  0 m vvf'ni'i  1 

T  t    1.1  I  \         if'          1        VV  1  V_/  i  \X 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

do 

do 

do 

1811 

\  !i  rnn  T  vl 

do  - 

do 

do 

1817 

John  Koss 

do 

do 

•  do 

1811 

KJy.  \  )i  >^KZ  kjtJllLll 

do 

do 

da 

1813 

do 

do 

do 

1815 

Nov.  4, 

1811 

do 

do 

•fuuii  jti.  n  y  ntriiiaii 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

1813 

T nc A T*»  n   T  e^Tfi v-f  d 
0  Use  1 J  1 1  XjtLl  C  Vic 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Inmp^  iVliliifii* 

^  do 

do 

do 

do 

W 1 1 1 1 Q  nT  P I  r\  1' 

iT-illlrtlll    1.  ljy>_l 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

do 

do 

Nov.  29, 

1814 

Wr  ill"!  iTi  T?  r\r\  rv~ii  i\ 

do 

do 

March 

3, 

1813 

Mav  24, 

1813 

do 

1815 

\^  (\  W  Q  it!    OtTII  1  VI 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

u  Ui  1 1 1  vTiu  1 1 '  M  y  c i 

do 

do 

do 

1815 

1             xjrri  11111 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

I-  1 1  <!/!  ICrbJ.  Itiytrl  still 

,do 

do 

do 

1815 

^  ii  xv\  M  p  1  1  ^    T  n  0*  n  Ck  rfi  ' 

0 d.  1  11 1  C  1    LJ  .  J.Ii^11aI11 

-do 

do 

do 

1819 

TovtJH  -Ti'ii'in 

(JtVlCLL  ilWlIl 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

JL^£t>l            tl  i-tl  1 

do 

do 

do 

1815 

iV     0  mc  r\ii  '  I  'n  Y\  n  « 1 1  ^ 
xXtlfiJ  1  r.SU  1 1    ±-      1  n  c  1  Jrl  1 1 

do 

do 

do 

do 

T?!  TTTf  rto    W'K  rf"/"jK  t1  1  -r 

.(cUl!\.b    >>  mtCillLL-f 

do 

do 

Dec. 

12, 

1814 

Tnivn  T^pi  ' 

-do 

no 

March 

3, 

1815 

•  !  tTrVl  1  13  1     l-I  a-n  i-1  <a  T  C  /TTl  ■ 

0u.1i  ruL  1  nciiuciDUii 

Nov.  •  29, 

1814 

do 

do 

A  iTin^;  Rtii^'mcilrAi'- 

Dec.  12, 

1814 

do 

do 

L  1 1  U  ■  1 1  clD -Jj  11 1  1  laLLl  C  ][ 

Dec."  4, 

1815 

Dec. 

0 

1816 

X'v  1 1 1 ; Q  rr\  Tl'niiiTio't 
'ti  llliciill   JL/«ll  11  lie  i-UIl 

do 

do 

March 

0 

J> 

1817 

Jolin  HSiliii 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Jan. 

8, 

1821 

do 

do 

March 

3. 

1819 

1 1 1 1  n  Tr\    \To  r*  Tq  ir 
TV  111  111  Ml  JtiiXK-lAy 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Willi  1  rn  ATil Tir^i* 

VT  lliiiLIll  ..miilUi  . 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

u  L)  1 1 1 1  tx  3 

do 

do 

do 

24, 

1818 

do 

do 

do 

3. 

1823 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

James  M.  V/allace 

do 

do 

do 

1821 

.John  Wliites'de 

"do 

do 

do 

1819 

Thnmas  Wilson 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

William  Wilson 

do 

do 

do 

1819 

John  W ooda 

do 

do 

do 

1817 

William  P.  Maclay 

Dec.  3, 

1816 

do 

1821 

William  Anderson 

Dec.  1, 

1817 

1  do 

1819 

fSucceeded  by  S.  Henderson,  having  resigned. 
^Succeededby  A.  Slaymaker,  having  resigned. 
llSucceeded  by  W.  P. 'Maclay,  having  resigned. 
^Succeeded  bv  D.  Udree,  having  resigned. 
"Succeeded  by  T.  J.  Rogers,  having  resigned.- 
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Names. 

Coninrt  of  service. 

Exph'ii  of  service. 

Henry  Baldwin* 

Dec. 

1,  IBiriDec. 

2, 

1822 

Andrew  Bodin 

do 

flu 

March 

3) 

1821 

Uavid  Marchand 

do 

ClO 

(10 

do 

Kobert  Moore 

do 

do 

(lr> 

tio 

do 

John  Muri'ay 

do 

do 

ao 

do 

Alexander  Og*!© 

do 

do 

do 

1819 

iwcvi  iTiiwiiiiir 

do 

do 

An 

do 

do 

Xhomas  Patterson 

do 

do 

An 

QO 

1825 

Adam  Se}  bert 

do 

do 

An 

CIO 

1819 

Jacob  Spang'ler 

do 

do 

An 

do 

do 

Christian  'Farr 

do 

do 

A  n 

do 

1821 

Isaac  Darhng"tou 

do 

do 

1  n 

do 

1819 

Xhomas  J.  Rog'ers'l' 

March  24,  1818 

May 

3, 

1824 

William  Darlin^e^toii 

u  ec 

March 

3> 

18:3 

Georg'e  Dennison 

An 

ao 

,  1  n 

do 

do 

Samuel  Edwards 

ao 

do 

A  „ 

do 

1827 

Thomas  Forrest 

An 
CO 

A  n 

do 

1821 

David  Fullertoni 

An 

An 
GO 

Nov. 

13, 

1820 

Samuel  Gross 

An 

An 
QO 

\  t,n\^ 

Marcii 

3, 

1823 

Joseph  Hemphill 

An 

An 

ao 

An 

ao 

1827 

Jacob  Hibsham 

An 

An 

An 

CIO 

1821 

Jacob  Hosteler 

do 

do 

An 

CIO 

do 

Samuel  Moore |I 

do 

do 

1'\nn 

Dec. 

6, 

1822 

1^      r\             "D  \~k  1  1 L.-  ^  1^ 

tvoueiL  roiibon 

do 

do 

March 

3, 

1821 

Thomas  McCulloch 

Nov. 

13,  1820 

An 

no 

do 

Daniel  Udrec 

Jan. 

3,  1821 

An 

CIO 

do 

Dec. 

3,  1821 

An 
QO 

1825 

Jan^es  Buchanan 

do 

do 

A  n 

do 

1827 

r<ii»iCK  r^iritii\'^ 

do 

do 

1826 

do 

do 

March 

n 

1827 

James  McSherry 

do 

do 

do 

1823 

William  jMunor^ 

-do 

do 

Dec. 

2 

1822 

James  S.  Mitchell 

do 

do 

March 

3, 

1827 

1  homas  Murray 

do 

do 

do 

1823 

John  Phillips 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Georg'e  Plumcr 

do 

do 

do 

1827 

Andrew  Stewart 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Jonn  1  ocl 

do 

do 

Dec. 

6, 

1824 

Ludwig"  AVormanj""]" 

do 

do 

do  23, 

1822 

Walter  Forward 

Dec. 

2,-1822 

March 

3, 

1825 

Thomas  Forj'est 

do 

do 

do 

1823 

oHlDUC  1  JllUUtilll 

do 

6,  1822 

do 

1827 

Daniel  Udree 

do  23,  1822 

do 

1825 

James  Allison 

do 

1,  1823 

do 

do 

Samuel  Breck 

do 

do 

do  ' 

do 

wuiiam  K^ox  sLiiiis 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Robert  Hams 

do 

do 

do 

1827 

Georg'e  Kreyner 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Samuel  M'Kean 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do- 

do 

Daniel  lu-  MUier 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Isaac  ^Vayne 

do 

do 

"ao 

1825. 

James  Wilson 

do 

do. 

do 

1827 

Henry  Wilson 

do 

do 

do 

do 

1  Alexander  Thompson 

do 

6,  1824 

do 

do 

Georg'e  Vvoli 

do 

9,  1824 

do 

do 

William  Adams 

do 

5,  1825 

do 

do 

josepn  ijciwicin-c 

do 

do 

do 

do  ' 

Charles  Miner 

do 

do 

do 

do 

John  Mitchell 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Robert  Orr 

do 

do 

do 

do 

James  S.  Stevenson 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Espy  Van  Home 

do 

do 

do 

do 

John  Wtirtz 

do- 

do 

do 

do 

'Succeeded  by  W.  FoiAvaitl,  having- resigned. 
fResigned. 

:tSucceeded  by  T.  McCulloch,  having-  resigned. 
S  Succeeded  by  S.  D.  Ingham,  having- resigned. 
^Died. 

^Succeeded  by  T.  Forrest,  having  resigned. 
•^Succeeded  by  A .  Thompson,  having  resigned. 
^Succeeded  by  D.  Udree,  having  died. 

[Force's  National  Calendar .  | 


BOSTON  PORT  BILL. 

Agreeably  to  the  suggestions  made  in  the  circular  let- 
ter from  t!ie  committee  of  Correspondence  for  this  city 
and  county,  which  we  published  in  the  present  Vol, 
page  27 — a  convention  of  Delegates  from  the  different 
counties  assembled  in  this  city  ors  the  15th  of  July  1774, 
The  following  is  an  .account  of  their  proceedings. — 

Phuadelphia,  July  25. 
a  Provincial  Meeting  of  Deputies  chosen  hi/  the  several 
Counties  in  Pennsylvania;  held  at  Philadelphia.  July 
\5th  1774,  and  continued  by  adjournments  from  day  to 
day.  -  .  i 

PRESENT',  For  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
Thomas  Willing,  John  Dickinson,  Peter  Chevalier,  Ed- 
ward Penington,  Thomas  Wharton,  John  Co3,  Joseph 
Keed,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.  Samuel  Erwin,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Doctor  William  Smith,  Isaac  Howell,  Adam 
Hubley,  George  Schlosser,  Samuel  Miles,  Thomas  Mif- 
flin, Christopher  Ludwic,  Joseph  Moulder,  Anthony 
Morris,  Jun.  George  Gray,  John  Nixon,  Jacob  Barge, 
Thomas  Penrose,  John  M.  Nesbit,  Jonathan  13.  Smith, 
James  Mease,  Thomas  Barclay,  Benjamin  Marshall, 
Samuel  Howell,  William  Moulder,  John  Roberts,  John 
Bayard,  William  Rush,  and  Charles  Thompson. 

.Suc^s.  John  Kidd,  Henry  Wynkoop.Joseph  Kirkbride, 
John  Wilkinson,  and  James  Wallace. 

C/jfs/er. Francis  Richardson,  Elisha  Price,  John  Hart„ 
Anthony  Wayne,  Hugh  Loyd,  John  Sellers,  Francis 
Johnson,  and  Richard  Reiley. 

Lancaster. —  George  Ross,James  Webb,Joseph  P'erree^ 
Matthias  Slough,  Emanual  Carpenter,  William  Atlee, 
Alexander  l^owry,  and  Moses  Erwin. 

For^.— James  Smith,  Jose])h  Donaldson,  and  Thom- 
as Hartley. 

Cumberland. — James  Wilson,  Robert  Magaw,  and 
William  Irvine. 

i?er/i-.s.— -Edward  Biddle,  Daniel  Broadhead,  Jonathan 
Potts,  Thomas  Dundas,  and  Christopher  Schultz. 

Northampton. — William  Edmuncls,  Peter  KechleiW; 
John  Okeley,  and  Jacob  Arndt. 

Nm-lhumberland. — William  Scull,and  Samuel  Hunter,. 

Bedford.  —  George  Woods.  . 

Westmoreland —MoherX.  Hannah,  James-Cavett. 

Thomas  Willing  was  chosen  Chairman. 

Charles  Thomson,  Clerk. 

Agreed  that,  in  case  of  any  difference  in  sentiment, 
the  question  be  determined  by  the  Deputies  voting  by" 
coujities.  ; 

The  leters  from  Boston  of-the  13th  of  May  -w'erethew 
read,  and  a  short  account  given  of  the  steps  taken  in 
consequence  thereof,  and  the  measures  now  pursuing 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  provinces;  after  which  the 
following- resolves  were  passed. — 

Unan.  I.  That  we  acknowledge  ourselves  and  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province,  liege  subjects  of  his  Mnjes-! 
ty  King  George  the  third,  to  whom  they  and  -w'c  owe' 
and  will  bear  true  and  faitliful  allegiance. 

Unan.  II.  That  as  the  idea  of  an  unconstiUitioiial" 
independence  on  tiie  parent  state  is  utterly  abhorrent 
to  our  principles,  we  view  the  unhappy  differences  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  with  the  deepest 
distress  and  anxiety  of  mind,as  fruitless  to  her,  grievous 
to  us,  and  destructive  of  the  best  interests  of  both. 

Unan.  III.  That  it  is  therefore  our  ardent  desire, 
that  our  antlent  harmony  with  the  mother-country 
should  be  restored,  and  a  perpetual  love  and  union 
subsist  between  us,  on  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
and  an  interchange  of  good  offices,  without  the  least  in- 
fraction of  our  mutual  rights. 

Unan.  IV.  That  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  are 
entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  liberties  within  these 
colonies,  that  the  subjects  born  in  England  are  entitled 
to  within  that  realm. 

Unan.  V.    That  the  power  assumed  by  the  Parlia- 
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rtlent  of  &reat  Britain  to  bind  the  people  of  these  co- 
lonies, by  statutes,  "in  all  cases  wuAxsoEVEn,"  is  un- 
constitutional; and  therefore  the  source  of  these  unhap- 
py differences. 

Unan.  VI.  That  the  act  of  Parliament  for  shutting' up 
the  port  of  Boston  is  unconstitutional;  oppressive  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town;  dang-erous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  British  Colonies;  and  therefore,  that  we  consider 
our  bretliern  at  Boston  as  suffering  in  the  common  cause 
of  these  colonies. 

Unan.  VII.  That  the  bill  for  altering-  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  certain  criminal  cases  within  the 
province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  if  passed  into  an  act 
of  Parliament,  will  be  as  unconstitutional,oppressive  and 
dang-erous  as  the  act  above  mentioned. 

Unan.  VIII.  That  the_  bill  for  changing  thcs  constitu- 
tion of  the  province  of  Massachusstts  Bay,  established 
by  charter,  and  enjoyed  since  the  grant  of  that  charter, 
if  passed  into  an  act  of  Parliament,  will  be  unconstituti- 
onal and  dangerous  in  its  consequences  to  the  American 
Colonies. 

Unan.  IX.  That  there  is  an  absolute  necessity,  that 
a  congress  of  Deputies  from  the  several  colonies  be  im- 
mediately assembled,  to  consult  together,  and  form  a 
general  plan  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  all  the  col- 
onies, for  the  purposes  of  procuring  relief  for  our  griev- 
ances, preventing  future  dissentions,  firmly  establishing* 
our  rights,  and  restoring  harmony  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  her  Colonies  on  a  constitutional  foundation. 

Unan.  X.  That,  although  a  suspension  of  the  com- 
merce of  this  large  trading  pi-ovince,  with  GreafBritain, 
would  greatly  distress  multitudes  of  our  industrious  in- 
habitants, yet  that  sacrifice  and  a  much  greater  we  are 
ready  to  offer  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties;  but, 
in  tenderness  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
this  country,  and  in  hopes  that  our  just  remonstrances 
will  at  length  reach  the  ears  of  our  gracious  Sovereign, 
and  be  no  longer  treated  with  contempt  by  any  of  our 
fellow  subjests  in  England,  it  is  our  earnsst  desire  that 
the  congress  should  first  try  tlie  gentler  mode  of  stat- 
ing our  grie\ances,  and  making  a  firm  and  decent  claim 
of  redress. 

XI.  Resolved,  by  a  great  majority.  That  yet  notwith- 
standing, as  an  unanimity  of  councils  and  measures  is 
indespensibly  necessary  for  the  common  welfare,  if  the 
congress  shall  judge  agreements  of  non-importation 
and  non-exportation  expedient,  the  people  ot  this  pro- 
vince will  join  with  the  other  principal  and  neighbour- 
ing colonies,  in  such  an  association  of  non-importation 
from  and  non-exportation  to  Great  Britain,  as  shall  be 
agreed  on  at  the  congress. 

XII.  liesolued,  by  a  majority.  That  if  any  proceedings 
of  the  Parliament,  of  which  notice  shall  be  received  on 
this  continent,  before  or  at  the  general  Congress,  sh.iU 
render  it  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  that  Congress,  for 
the  colonies  to  take  farther  stejis  than  are  mentioned  in 
the  eleventh  resolve;  in  such  case,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  shall  adopt  such  farther  steps,  and  do  all 
in  their  power  to  carry. them  into  execution.  .. 

Unan.  XIII.  That  the  venders  of  merchandizexif  ev- 
ery kind  within  this  province,  ought  not  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  resolves  relating  to  non-importation  in  this 
province  or  elswhere;  but  that  they  ought  to  sell  their 
merchandize,  which  they  now  have  or  may  hereafter 
import,  at  the  same  rates  they  have  been  accustomed 
to  do  within  three  months  last  past. 

Unan.  XIV.  That  the  people  of  this  province  will 
break  off  all  trade,  commerce  or  dealing  of  any  kind 
with  any  colony  on  this  continent,  or  with  any  city  or 
town  in  such  colony,  or  with  any  individual  in  any  such 
colony,  city  or  town,  which  shall  refuse,  decline  or  ne- 
glect to  adopt  and  carry  into  execution,  such  general 
plan  as  shall  be  agreed  in  the  Congress. 

Unan.  XV.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
this  Committee  to  promote,  as  much  as  he  can,  the  sub- 
scription set  on  foot  in  the  several  counties  of  this  pro- 
Tincejfor  therelief  of  the  distressed  inhabitaiice  ofBostan. 


Urian.  XVI.  That  this  Committee  give  instructions 
on  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs  to  their  repre- 
sentatives, who  are  to  meet  next  week  in  Assembh',  and 
request  them  to  appoint  a  proper  number  of  persons 
to  attend  a  Congress  of  Deputies  from  thesevei-.il  col- 
nies,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  on,  to  ef- 
fect one  general  plan  of  conduct,  for  attaining  the  ninth 
resolve. 

That  John  Dickinson,  Doctor  William  Smith,  Joseph 
Ueed,  John  Kidd,  Elisha  Price,  William  Atlee,  James 
Smith,  James  Wilson,  Daniel  Broadhead,  John  Oakley, 
and  William  Scull,  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring 
;n  a  draught  of  instructions. 

The  COMMITTEE  above  named  having  brought  in  a 
draught  o/INSTRUCTIONS,iAe  same  was  debated  and 
amended,  and  being  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be  signed 
by  the  Chairman.  On  the  2\st  tlie  COMMITTEE  in 
a  body  waited  on  the  ASSEMBLY,  then  sitting,  and 
presented  the  same. 

Gentlemen,  •     '  ■ 

The  dissentions  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
nies on  this  continent,  commencing  about  ten  years  ago,  _ 
since  continually  encreasing,  and  at  length  grown  to 
such  an  excess  as  to  involve  the  latter  in  deep  distress 
and  danger,  have  excited  the  good  people  of  this  pro- 
vince to  take  into  their  serious  consideration  the  present 
situation  of  public  affairs. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  qualified  to 
vote  at  elections,  being  assembled  on  due  notice,  have 
appointed  us  their  Deputies;  and  in  consequence  there- 
of, we  being  in  Provincial  Committee  met, esteem  it  our 
indispensable  duty,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  us,  to  give  you  such  instruction,  as,  at  this  important 
period,  appear  to  us  to  be  proper. 

We,  speaking  in  their  names  and  our  own,  acknowl-  . 
edge  ourselves  liege  subjects  of  his  Majesty  King  George 
the  third,  to  whom  "we  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
allegiance." 

Our  judgments  and  affections  attach  us,  with  invio- 
lable loyalty,,  to  his  Majesty's  person,  familj'  and  govern- 
ment. 

We  acknowledge  the  prerogatives  of  the  sovei  eign, 
among  which  are  included  the  great  powers  cf  making 
peace  and  war,  treaties,  leagues  and  alliances  binding 
us — of  appointing  all  officers,  except  in  cases  where 
other  provision  is  made,  by  grants  from  the  Crown,  or 
laws  approved  by  the  Crown — of  confirming  or  annul- 
ling every  act  of  our  Assembly  within  the  allowed  time 
— and  of  hearing  and  determining  finall}',  in  council,  ap- 
peals fi-om  our  courts  of  justice,  '-The  prerogatives  are 
limited,"*  as  a  learned  judge  observes,  "by  bounds  so 
certain  and  notorious,  that  it  is  impo.ssible  to  exceed 
them,  without  the  consent  of  the  people  on  the  one 
hand,  or  without,  on  tlie  other,  a  violation  of  that  origi- 
7ial contract,  which,  in  all  states  implicit')',  and  in  ours 
rhost  expressly,  subsists  between  the  Prince  and  Sub- 
ject— For  these  prerogatives  are  vested  in  the  Crown 
for  the  support  of  society,  and  do  not  intrench  any  farther 
on  our  natural  liberties,  than  is  expedient  for  the  main- 
tenance of  ouv  civil." 

But  it  is  ourjnisfortune,  that  we  are  compelled  loud- 
ly to  call  j'our  attention  to  the  consideration  of  another 
power,  totally  different  in  kind — limited,  as  it  is  alleged, 
by  no  "bounds, "f  and  "wearing'  a  most  dreadful  as- 
pect" with  regard  to  .America.  We  mean  the  power 
claimed  by  Parliament,  of  right  to  bind  the  people  of 
these  colonies  by  statutes,  'in  all  cases  whatsoevek' 
— a  power,  as  \ve.«;-e  not,  and,  from  local  circumstances, 
cannot  be  represented  there,  utterly  subversive  of  our 
natural  and  civil  liberties — past  events  and  reason  con- 
vincing us,  that  there  never  existed,  and  never  can  ex- 
ist, a  state  thus  subordinate  to  another,  and  j'et  retain- 
ing the  slightest  portion  of  freedom  or  happiness. 

The  import  of  the  words  nbove  quoted  needs  no  des- 

1  Blackslonc,  33r,-"  flbid  .'SrO. 
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cant;  fur  the  wit,  of  man,  as  we  apprelienJ,  cannot  pos- 
sibly form  a  more  clear,  concise,  and  comprehensive  cfe- 
Jinition  and  sentence  of  slaver)',  tliaii  these  expressions 
contain. 

This  power  claimerl  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  late 
attempts  to  extrrcise  it  over  these  Colonies,  present  to 
our  view  two  events,  one  of  which  must  inevitahly  take 
place,  if  she  shall  continue  to  insist  on  her  pretensions.- 
Either,  the  Colonists  will  sink  from  the  rank  of  freemen 
into  the  class  of  slaves,  overwhelmed  with  all  the  mise- 
ries and  vices,  proved  by  the  history  of  mank'md  to  be 
inseparably  annexed  to  that  deplorable  condition:  Or,  if 
they  have  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  exert  tliemselves 
in  striving  to  avoid  this  perdition,  they  must  be  involved 
in  an  opposition  dreadful  even  in  contemplation. 

Honor,  justice  and  iLumanity  call  upon  us  to  hold,  and 
to  transmit  to  our  posterity,  that  liberty,  which  we  re- 
ceived from  our  ancestors.  It  is  not  our  duty  to  leave 
wealth  to  our  children:  Sut  it  is  our  duty  to  leave  lib- 
erty to  them.  No  infamy,  iniquity,  or  cruelty,  can  ex- 
ceed, our  own,  if  we,  born  and  educated  in  a  country  of 
freedom,  entitled  to  its  blessing's,  and  knowing  their 
value,  pusillanimously  deserting  the  post  assigned  us 
by  divine  Providence,  surrender  succeeding  genera- 
tions to  a  condition  of  wretchedness,  from  .I'hich  no  hu- 
man efforts,  in  all  probability,  will  be  sufficient  to  ex- 
tricate them;  the  experience  of  all  states  mournfully  de- 
monstrating to  us,  that  when  arbitrary  power  has  been 
established  over  them,  even  tiie  wisest  and  bravest  na- 
tions, that  ever  flourished,  have,  in  a  few  years,  degen- 
erated mto  abject  and.  wretched  vassals. 

So  alarming  are  the  measures  already  taken  for -lay- 
ing- the  foundations  of  a  despotic ,  authorily  of  Great  Bri- 
tain over  us,  and  with  such  artful  and  inces.-iant -vigilance 
is  the  plan  prosecuted,  that  unless  the  present  genera- 
tion can  interrupt  the  work,  ivhik  it  is  going  forward, 
can  it  be  imagined,  that  our  children,  debilitated  by 
our  imprudence  and  supineness,  will  be  able  to  over- 
throw il,  lohen  completed?  Populous  and  powerful  as 
these  Colonies  may  grow,  they  will-  still  find  arbitrary 
domination  not  , only  strengthening  with  their  strength, 
but  exceeding,  in  the  swiftness  of  its  progression,  as  it 
ever  has  done,  all  the  artless  advantages,  that  can  ac- 
crue to  governed.  TAesc  advance  with  a  regularity, 
which  the  divine  author  of  our  existence  has  im-pressed 
on  the  laudable  pursuits  of  his  creatures:  But  depotism,' 
unchecked  and  unbounded  by  any  laws—ncvev  -'■atisfi'- 
ed  with  what  has  been  done,  while  any  thing  remains  to 
be  done,  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  purposes— confi- 
ding, and  capable  of  confiding,  only  m  the  dnnihilufion 
of  all  opposition — holds  its  course  with,  such  unabating 
and  destructive  rapidity,  that  the  world  has  become  its 
prey,  and  at  this  day.  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions 
excepted,  there  is  scarce  a  spotrri  the  gjobe  inhabited 
bi'  civilized  nations,  where  the  vestiges  of  freedom  are 
to  be  observed.  ...  -. 

To  us  therefore  it  appears,  at  this' alarming  period, 
our  duty  to  God,  to  our  country,  to  ourselves,  and 
to  our  posterity,  to  exert  our  utmost  ability,  in.  promo- 
ting and  establishing  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  these  Colonies,  on  a  constitution  al  rousDATWN  . 

For  attaining  this  great  and  desirable  end,  we  request 
you  to  appoint  a  proper  number  of  persons  to  attend  a 
Congress  of  Deputies  from  the  sevei-al  Colonies,  appoin- 
ted, or  to  be  appointed,  by  tlie  Uepresentalives  of  the 
people  of  the  Colonies  respectively  in  assembly,  or  con- 
vention, or  by  Delegates  chosen  by  the  counties  gene- 
rally in  the  respective  colonies  and  met  In  Provincial 
Committee,  at  such  time  and  jilace  as  shall  be  genei'al- 
ly  agreed  on:  and  that  the  Deputies  from  th's  province- 
may  be  induced  and  encouraged  to  concur  in  such  mea- 
sures, as  may  be  devised  for  the  common  welfare,  we 
think  it  proper,  particularly  to  inform,  how  far,  we  ap 
prehend,  they  will  be  supported  in  their  conduct  by 
their  Constituents. 

The  assumed  parliamentary  power  of  internal  legisla- 
tion, and  the  power  of  regulating  trade,  as  of  late  exer- 


cised, and  designed  to  be  exercised,  we  are  thoroughly 
convmced,  will  prove  unfailing  and  plentiful  sources  of 
dissentions  to  the  Mother  Country  and  these  Colonies, 
unless  some  expedients  can  be  adopted  to  i-ender  her 
secure  of  receiving  from  us  every  emolument,  that  can 
in  justice  and  reason  be  expected,  and  us  secure  in  our 
lives,  liberties,  properties,  and  an  equitable  share  of 
commerce.  -  . 

Mournfully  revolving  In  our  minds  the  calamities,  that, 
arisuig  from  these  dissentions,  will  most  probably  fall  on 
us  or  our  . children,  we  will  now  lay  before  you  the  par- 
ticular  points  we  request  of  you  to  procure,  if  possible, 
to  be  finally  decided:  and  the  measures  that  appear  to 
us  most  likely  to  produce  such  a  desirable  period  of  our 
distresses  and  dangers.    We  therefore  desire  of  you —  ' 

FiHST — that  the  Deputies  you  may  appoint,  may  be 
instructed  by  you  strenuously  to  exert  themselves,  at  the 
ensuing  Congress,  to  obtain  a  renimciation  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  of  all  powers  under  the  statute  of  the 
35  Henry  the  8th,  chapter  the  2d. — Of  all  powers  of  in- 
ternal legislation — of  imposing  taxes  or  duties  internal 
or  external — and  of  regulating  trade,  except  with  res- 
pect  to  any  new  articles  of  commerce,  which  the  Colo- 
nies may  hei'eafter  raise,  as  silk,  wine,  &.c.  reserving  a 
rig-ht  to  carry  these  from  one  colony  to  another — a  re- 
peal of  all  statutes  for  quartering  troops  in  the  Colonies, 
or  subjecting  them  to  any  expense  on  account  of  such 
troops^ — of  all  .statutes  Imposing  duties  to  be  paid  in  the 
Colo  nies,  that  were  passed  at  the  accession  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  or  before  this  time;  which  ever  period 
,  shall  be  judged  most  advi.seable--of  the  statutes  giving 
the  llourts  of  Admiralty  in  the  Colonies  greater  power 
than  Courts  of  Admiralty  have  in  England — of  the  sta- 
tutes of  the  5th  of  George  the  2d,  chapter  the  22d,  and 
of  the  23d  of  George  the  2d,  chapter  the  29th— of  the 
statute  for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston — and  of  every 
other  statute  particularly  aflf'ecting  the  province  of  Ma.j- 
sackusetts-Bay,  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament. 
^  In  Case  of  obtaining  these  terms,  it  is  our  opinion,  that 
it  will  b«  reasonable  for  the  colonies  to  engage  their 
obedience  to  the  acts  of  Parliament  declared  to  have 
force,  at  this  time,  irr  these  Colonies,  other  than  those 
above-meritioned,  and  to  confirm  such  statutes  by  acts 
of  the  several  assemblies.  It  is  also  our  opinion,  that  ta« 
king  example  from  our  Mother  Country,  in  abolishing" 
tlie  "Co\irt.s  of  Waidsand  Liveries,  Tenures  in  capite, 
and  by  Knights  service  and  purveyance,"  it  will  be 
reasoxiable  for  the  Colonies,  in  case  of  obtaining  the 
terms  before  mentioned,  to  settle  a  certain  annual  rev»' 
enue  on  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  subject  to 
the  control  of  PaFliament,and  to  satisfy  all  damages  done 
to  the. Ea-^l- India  Company.' 

This  our  idea  of  settling  a  revenue,  arises  from  a  sense 
of  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  of  esteem  for  our  Mother 
Country.  We  know  and  have  felt  the  benefits  of  a  su- 
bordinate connexion  with  her.  We  neither  are  so  stu- 
pid as  to  be  ignorant  of  them,  nor  so  unjust  as  to  deny 
them.  We  have  also  experienced  the  pleasures  of  grat- 
itude and  love,  as  vvell  as  advantages  from  that  connex- 
ion-. The  impressions  are  not  j'et  erased.  W'e  consid- 
er her  circumstances  with  tender  concern.  We  have 
not  been  wanting,  when  coiistitutlonall)' called  upon,  to 
assist  her  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities;'  insomuch  that 
she  has  judged  it  reasonable  to  make  us  recompenses 
for  onr  overstrained  exertions:  And  we  now  think  we 
ought  to  contribute  more  than  we  do,  to  the  alleviation 
of  her  burthens. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  these  proposals  on  either 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  this  is  not  a  time,  either  for  timidi- 
ty or  rashness.  We  perfectly  know,  that  the  great  cause 
now  agitated,  is  to  be  conducted  to  a  happy  conclusion, 
only  by  that  well  tempered  composition  of  Counsel's 
which 'firmness,  prudence,  loyalty  to  our  Sovereign, 
respect  to  our  parent  i^tate,  and  affection  to  our  native 
country,  united  must  form. 

By  such  a  compact.  Great  Britain  will  secure  every 
benefit  that  the  Parliamentary  wisdom  of  ages  has 
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thought  proper  to  attach  to  her.  From  her  ahne  we 
shall  continue  to  receive  manufactnres.  To  her  ahne  we 
shall  continue  to  carry  the  vast  muUilude-of  enumernted 
articles  of  commerce;  the  exportation  of  which  her  poh- 
cy  has  tho.ig-ht  fit  to  covjine  to  herself.  TVith  such  parts 
of  the  wiirld  only,  as  she  has  appointed  >is  to  deaf,  we 
shall  continue  to  deal;  and  such  commodities  only,  a's 
she  Inis  pernvitted  us  to  bring- from  them,  we  shall-  con- 
tinue to  briiig-^  The  ea;M!j^i'fe  and  co?2/ro/;?;^  powers  of 
the  Crown  will  retain  their  present  flill  force  and  oj>e- 
ration.  We  shall  contentedly  labourfor  her  as  affection- 
ate/n'efj&,  in  time  of  tranquilit}';  and  cheerfully  spend 
for  her,  as  dutiful  children,  our  treasure  and  our  blood, 
in  time  of  war.  She  will  receive  a  certaiii  i-icome  from 
us,  without  the  trouble  or  expense  of  collecting-  it— 
without  being-  constantly  disturbed  by  complaints  of 
grievances,  which  she  cannot  justify  and  will  not  re- 
dress. In  case  of  war,  or  any  emergency  of  distress  to 
her,  we  shall  also  be  ready  and  willing  to  contribute  all 
aids  within  our  power:  And  we  solemnly  declare,  that 
on  such  occasions,  if  we  or  our  posterity  shall  r<.'fuse, 
neglect,  or  decline  thus  to  contribute,  it  will  be  a  naean 
and  manifest  violation  of  a  plain  duty,  and  a  weak  and 
wicked  desertion  of  the  true  intei  ests  of  this  province, 
which  ever  have  been  and  must  be  bound  up  in  the 
prosperity  of  our  Mother  Country .  Our  union,  founded 
on  mutual  compacts  and  mutual  benefits,  will  be  indis- 
soluble, at  least  more  firm,  than  an  union  perpetually 
disturbed  by  disputed  rights,  and  retortedinjuries. 

SECONntT.  If  all  the  terms  above-mentioned  cantipt 
be  obtained,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  Congress  for  our  relief  should  ncver.he  reUhquisli- 
ed  or  intermitted,  until  //iose  relating  to  the  troops, — in- 
ternallegislation, — imposition  of  taxes  or  duties  hereaf- 
ter,— the  35th  of  Henry  the  8th.  Chapter  the  2d.— the 
extension  of  Admiralty  Courts — the  port  of  Boston  s.\\A 
the  province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  are  obtained.  Every 
modification  or  qualification  of  iliese  points,  in  our  judg-- 
ment,  should  be  inadmissible.  To  obtain  them,  we  think 
it  may  be  prudent  to  settle  some  revenue  as  above-men- 
tioned, and  to  satisfy  the  East  India  Company. 

Thirdly.  If  neither  of  these  plans  should  be  ag-reed 
to,  in  Congress,  but  some  other  of  a  similar  nature  shall 
be  framed,  though  on  the  terms  of  a  revenue,  and  satis- 
faction to  the  East  India  Company,  and  though  it  shall 
be  agreed  by  the  Congress  to  admit  no  modification  or 
qualification  in  the  terms  they  shall  insist  on,  we  desire 
your  Deputies  may  be  instructed  to  concur  with  the  oth- 
er Deputies  in  it;  and  we  will  accede  to,  and  carry  it  in- 
to execution  as  far  as  we  can. 

VouBTHLT.  As  to  the  regulation  of  trade— we  are  of 
opinion,  that  by  making  some  few  amendments,  the  com- 
merce of  the  colonies  might  be  settled  on  a  firm  estab- 
lishment, advantageous  to  Great  Britain  and  thern,  re- 
quiring and  subject  to  no  future  alterations,  without  itiii: 
tual  consent.  We  desire  to  have  this  point  considered 
by  the  Congress;  and  such  measures  taken,  as  they  j-pay 
judge  proper. 

In  order  to  obtain  redress  of  our  common  .grievance^, 
wc  observe  a  general  inclination  among  the  Colo'niesTif 
entering  into  agreements  of  non-importation  and  non- 
exportation.  We  are  fully  convinced  that  such  agree- 
ments would  withhold  very  large  supplies  from  Great- 
Britain,  and  no  words  can  describe  our  contempt  and 
abhorrence  of  those  Colonists,  if  any  such  there  are, 
who,  from  a  sordid  and  ill-judged  attachment  to  their 
own  immediate  profit,  would  pursue  that,  to  the  injury 
of  their  country,  in  this  great  struggle  for  all  the  bles- 
sings of  liberty.  It  would  appear  to  us  a  most  wasteful 
frugality,  that  would  lose  every  important  possession  by 
too  strict  an  attention  to  small  things,  and  lose  also  even 
these  at  tire  last.  For  our  part,  we  will  cheerfully  make 
any  sacrifice,  when  necessary,  to  preserve  the  freedom 
of  our  country.  But  other  considerations  have  weight 
with  us.  We  wish  every  mark  of  respect  to  be  paid  to 
his  Majesty's  administration.  We  have  been  taught 
from  our  youth  to  entertain  tender  and  brotherly  affec- 


tions for  our  fellow  subjects  at  home.  The  interruption 
of  our  commerce  must  distress  great  numbers  of  them. 
This  we  earnestly  desire  to  avoid.-  We  therefore  re- 
quest, that  the  Deputies  you  shall  appoint  may  be  in- 
structed to  exert  themselves,  at  the  Congress,  to  induce 
the  mernbers  of  it,  to  consent  to  make  a  fall  and  \-ivt- 
cise  state  of  grievances  and  a  decent  yet  firm  claim  of 
redress,  and  to  wait  the  event,  before  any  other  step  is 
faken.  It  is  our  dpinion,  that  persons  should  be  ap- 
pointed and- sent  home  to  present  this  state  and  claim, 
at  the  court  of  Great  Britain. 

If  the  Congress  shall  choose  to  form  agreements  of 
non-importation  and  non-exportation  immediately,  we 
desire  the  Deputies  from  this  ])rovince  will  endeavor  to 
have  them  so  formed  as  to  be  binding  upon  all,  and  that 
they  may  be  pinotANEUT,  should  the  public  interest  re- 
quire it.  They  cannot  be  efficacious,  unless  they  can  be 
permanent;  and  it  appears  to  us  that  there  will  be. a  dan- 
ger of  tlieir  being  infringed,  if  they  are  not  formed  with 
great  caution  and  deliberation.  We  have  determined 
in  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs  to  consent  to  a 
stoppage  of  our  commerce  with  Great  Britain  on]y;hnt 
in  ca^e  an}"- proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  of  which  no- 
tice shall  be  received  on  this  continent,  before  or  at  the 
Congress,  shall  render  it  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Congress  to  take  further  steps,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  will  adopt  such  steps,  and  doall  in  their  pow- 
er to  carry  them  into  execution. 

This  extensive  power  we  comrhit  to  the  Congress,  for 
the  sake  of  preserving  that  unaj-iimlty  of  counsel  and 
conduct,  that' alone  can  work' out  the  salvation  of  these 
Colonies,  with  a  strong  hope  and  trust  that  they  will  not 
draw  this  province  into  any  measures  judged  by  us,  who 
must  be  better  acquainted  \yith  its  state  than  strangers, 
highly  Inexpedient.    Of  this  kind,  we  know  any  other 
stoppage  of  trade,  but  of  that  with  Great  Britain  will  be. 
Even  this  step  we  should  be  extremely  affiicted  to  see 
taken  by  the  Congress,  before  the  other  mode  above 
pointed  out  is  tried.    But  should  it  be  taken,  we  appre- 
hend, that  a  plan  of  restrictions  may  be  soframed,  agree- 
able to  the  respective  circumstances  of  the  several  col- 
onies, as  to.  rendei'' Gj-co^  2?n7«m  sensible  of  the  impru- 
dence, of  her  Counsels,  and  yet  leave  them  a  necessary 
commerce.    And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take 
notice,  that  if  redress  of  our  grievances  cannot  be  whol- 
ly obtained,  the  extent  or  continuance  of  our  restrictions 
may,  in  some  sort,  be  proporlioned  to  the  rights  we  are 
contending  for,  ar.d  the  degree  of  relief  afforded  us; 
This.mode  will  render  oiu-  opposition     perpetual  as  our 
6pyB?-cs5io?2,  and  will  be  A  contij!ual  cxaIm  and  assee- 
TioN  OF  oT!B.  niGHTS.    We  Cannot  express  the  anxiet)', 
with  which  we  wish  the  consideration  of  these  points  to 
be  recommended  to  you.    We  are  persuaded,  that  if 
these  colonies  fail  of  unanimity  or  prudence  in  forming 
their  resolutions,  or  of  fidelity  in  observing  them,  the 
opposition  by  non-importation  and  non-exportation  a- 
grcements  will  be  ineff'ectual;  and  then  we  shall  have 
only  the  alternative  of  a  more  dangerous  contention,  or 
of  a  tame  submission. 

l3p.on  the  whole,  we  shall  repose  the  highest  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  ensuing  Con- 
gress: And  though  -\ve  have,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
good  people  of  this  province,  who  have  chosen  us  for 
this  express  purpose,  offered  to  you  such  instructions,  as 
have  appeared  expedient  to  us,  yet  it  is  not  our  mean- 
ing, that  by  these  or  b}'  any  j'ou  may  think  proper  to 
give  them,  the  Deputies  appointed  by  you  should  be  re- 
strained from  agreeing  to  any  measui-es,  that  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Congress.  \Ve  should  be  glad  the  Dep- 
uties chosen  by  you  could,  by  their  influence,  procure 
our  opinions  hereby  communicated  to  you  to  be  as  near- 
ly adhered  to,  as  may  be  possible:  But  to  avoid  difficul- 
ties, we  desire  that  they  may  be  instructed  by  you,  to 
agree  to.  any  measures  that  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Congress;  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  having  resol- 
ved to  adopt  and  csrry  them  into  execution.  Lastly — 
AVe  desire  the  deputies  from  this  province,  jnay  endea- 
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vor  to  procure  an  adjournment  of  the  Congress,  to  such 
a  day  as  they  shall  judg-e  proper,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  standing  Committee. 

Agreed,  that  John  Dickinson,  Joseph  Read,  and 
Charles  Thomson,  be  a  Committee  to  write  to  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  and  communicate  to  them  the 
resolves  and  instructions. 

Agreed,  that  the  Committee  for  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  or  any  fifteen  of  them,  be  a  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  the  general  Committee  of  this 
province. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  C/A.  of  the  Com. 

[Pern.  Packet. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  dated  JuBj  10, 
1775,  from  a  gentleman  of ' consideration  and  for- 
tune. _ 

"Travel  through  whatever  part  of  this  country  you 
will,  you  see  the  inhabitants  training,  making  fire-locks, 
casting  mortars,  shells  and  shot,  and  making  salt  petre, 
in  order  to  keep  the  gunpowder  mills  at  work  during  the 
«ext  autumn  and  summer.  Nothing  indeed,  is  attend- 
ed to  but  preparine:  to  make,  a  defence  that  will  aston- 
ish the  whole  world,  and  hurl  destruction  on  those  who 
to  preserve  themselves  in  office,  have  advised  mea- 
sures so  fatal  both  to  Britain  and  America.  At  least 
tu-o  hundred  thousand  men  are  now  inarms,  and  well 
trained,  and  ready  to  march,  whenever  wanted,  to  the 
support  of  American  freedom  and  property.  In  short, 
a  snirit  of  enthusiasm  for  war  is  gone  forth,  that  has  driv- 
en away  the  fear  of  death;  and  magazines  of  provisions 
and  ammunition  by  order  of  the  States  general  of  Amer- 
ica, {or  the  twelve  United  Colonies,)  are  directed  to  be 
tnade  in  all  proper  places  against  the  next  campaign." 

Penns.  Mercury. 
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tltmosp.  Variations 
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Cloudy 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Rain 
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Rain 
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Sunshine 
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Cloudy 

Sunshine 
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Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 
Clear  ' 


P.  M. 


Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Rain 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Sunshn. 

Rain 

Cloudy 

Sunshn. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 
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FEBRUARY  1829. 


t  Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Days  of  the  Month. 

Wind. 

.  Bays  of  the  Month. 

Weather. 

Max.  8th  40° 
Min.  12th  16.2-3 
Diff.  ex.   23  ^ 
Mean  ex.  28.1-6 
Mean  temper 
daily  observatioi 

Max.  3d  29. 67* 
Min.  26th  28. 70 
Diff.  ex.    .97  ^ 
Mean  ex  29.18^ 
iture  from  three 

IS. 

25 

1  2  8  10  24 
345913  1415171819 
611  12  16  2728  [20  21 
7                  [22  23  26 

1  d.  NE 

5  E 
15  W 

6  NW 
I  S 

1  15 

3  7  9  13  17  23  27  28 

4  5 

2  20  24 

6  10  11  12  14  16  19  2122 
8  25  26 

2  ds.  cl'y  no  rn. 

8  clearno  clouds 

2  foggy  very  eld 

3  cl'y  heavy  siio. 

9  pt  clear  pt  cly. 
3  rain. 

On  the  morning  ofthe  5th  the  lowest  state  of  the  Thermometer  4°  above  Zero.  The  noon  of  the  8th  the  high- 
est in  the  month.  Thermometer  at  43°  above  Zero.  Range  in  the  month,  39°.  The  12th,  the  coldest  day,  mean 
temperature  16°j.    The  difference  of  temperature,  between  the  mornings  and  noons,  varied  from  7°  to  24°. 

There  have  been  but  3  days,  meantemperature,  in  the  month,  above  the  freezing  point. 

The  highest  state  ofthe  Barometer  in  the  month  29.77    The  lowest,  28.70.           Range  in  the  month,  1.05. 
The  wind  has  been  21  days,  out  of  28  in  the  montli,  west  of  tlie  meridian. 

The  highest  winds  were  on  the  12,  13,  14,  and  26th.    The  13th  and  14th,  stormy.         .  .j--'.. 
There  has  been  snow  on  2,  5,  20  and  24th.    The  greatest  fall  on  the  20th. 
There  was  rain  on  the  8,  25  and  26th.    The  heaviest  rain  on  tlie  25th.  ' 

The  general  aspect  of  the  month,  has  been  cold  and  stormy,  with  more  cloud)'," than,  clear  'days. 
This  month  has  been  14°  colder,  mean  temperature,  than  February  1828,  and  nearly  2°  colder,  than  last  January. 

MARCH. 

Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Days  of  the  Month. 

Wind,  j         Bays  of  the  Month. 

M'eather. 

Max.  31st  54  1 
Min.  19th  29. 
Diff.of  ex.  25  i 
Mean  ex.  41  i 

Mean  tempera 
daily  observation 

M;ix.  3d  29.70J 
Min.  12th28.80f 
Diff.  of  ex  .90i 
Mean  ex.  29.25 

ture  from  three 
s. 

7  9 

5  12  16  19  - 

4  8       ...  .. 
10  29  "■ 
23  6  13  14  15  17  18 
I  20  21  22  23  24  25  26 
27  28  30  31 

2  ds.  N 
4  E 

1  SE 

2  S 
2  SW 
8  W 

12  NW] 

3  9  10  14  1518  24  25  26  27  28 
126711  13  21  23  29  [31 
4 

8  19  20  22  30* 

5  16  17 

12 

*    Martin  Swallow  has  ap- 
peared 

12  days  clear. 
9  pt  clear  pt  cly 
1  cloudy  no  rain 
5p  Gl*y,p  r.or  s. 
3  rain  &  snow 
1  heavy  rn.with 
thunder  &  1  gin.- 
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The  morning-  of  the  14th,  the  lowest  state  of  the 
Thermometer  in  the  montli  18°  above  Zero.  The  noon 
of  the  29th  the  hig-hest  'I  hermometer  65°  above  Zero. 
Rang^e  of  the  month,  47.°  The  19th,  was  the  coldest 
day,  mean  temperature  29.°  The  warmest  was  the  31, 
M.  T.  54°j.  The  differer.ce  between  ihe  morning's  and 
noons,  varied  from  5°  to  15°. 

Tliere  have  been  but  6  days  in  the  month,  M.T.  below 
the  freezing' point. 

The  highest  state  of  the  Barometer  during-  the  month 
■was  on  the  7th  29  75.  The  lowest  was  on  the  12th,  28.75. 
Range  in  the  month,  1.00.  , 

The  vvii>d  has  been  24  days  out  of  the  31,  west  of  the 
meridian.  The  highest  winds  were  on  1,  6,  13,  14, 
17,  18,  24,  25th,  the  14,  15,  and  18th,  stormy.  It  is  to 
be  noted,  that  all  those  high  stormy  winds  were  from 
the  west  side  of  the  Meridian. 

There  was  snow  on  the  6,  8,  17,  19,  20,  22;  greatest 
fall  on  22d.  There  was  rain  (m  5,  12,  16,  30;  heaviest 
on  12th,  with  thunder  and  lightning. 

Recapituiation. — There  have  been  12  days  in  this 
month  clear,  not  a  cloud  to  be  seen;  9  days  part  clear 
and  part  cloudy;  1  day  cloudy,  no  rain;  5  d.iys  part 
cloud)',  part  rain  and  snow;  3  rain  and  snow;  1  heavy 
rain  with  lightning  and  thunder.  This  montli  was  cold- 
er 8°  than  March,  1828,  and  13°  warmer  than  last  Feb- 
ruary. .  .  -  . 
River  open  on  6th,  after  being- closed  since  21st  ult. 


THE  CASE  or  JOHN  NICHOLSON. 


John  Nicholson  was  comptroller  of  {he  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  1782  to  1794,  during  which  period  more 
than  twenty  seven  millions  of  dollars  of  public  money 
passed  through  his  hands,  under  circumstances  ofpecu- 
liar  complication  and  difficulty,  arising  from  the  then 
state  of  paper  money  and  government  credit. 

He  became  the  object  of  political  persecution,  and  re- 
signed his  office.  His  private  transactions  were  very  ex- 
tensive. At  this  period  he  was.the_o,wxieE-of  abouttlM-ee 
millions  seTen  IVundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Penn- 
sylvania, besides  large  possessions,  real  and  personal, 
elsewhere.  To  meet  his  various  pecuniary  engagements 
for  these  lands,  he  formed  joint  stock  companies,  to 
which  he  conveyed  a  large  portion  of  them.  'I  he  af- 
fairs of  John  Nicholson  became  embarrassed; — he  was 
committed  to  prison,  and  died  in  confinement  and  in- 
sane, during  the  year  1800.  So  early  as  the  17th  and 
18th  of  March,  1797,  deeds  had  been  made  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Land  Company;  and  individual  creditors  had 
obtained  judgments  against  him. 

The  commonwealth  had  commenced  a  suit  for  the 
balance  of  a  particular  stock  account,  which  action  was 
pending  and  proceeded  upon,  until  the  21sl  March, 
-1797,  when  a  judg-ment  was  obtained  for  §110,390  89, 
,  payable  in  certain  certificates  of  depreciated  value,  and 
'  subject  to  an  agreenient  for  future  adjustment.  This 
•  judgment  was  subsequent  to  the  above  mentioned  con- 
^."'veyances,  and  to  judgments  held  by  individuals  to  a 
'  large  amount.    After  the  judgment  thus  obtained  in  her 
.    favour,  the  commonwealth,  in  order  to  supersede  the 
prior  deeds,  both  to  the  companies  and  to  individuals, 
had  recourse  to  an  alleged  lien,  then  for  the  first  time 
stated  to  exist,  and  to  have  bound  the  real  estate  of 
John  Nicholson  throughout  the  state,  since  March, 1796. 

This  lien,  in  itself  wholly  unsupported  either  by  fact 
orlaw — the  settlement  neverhavlng  been  entered  on  the 
books  of  the  proper  officers — purporting-  to  be  only  for 
one  out  ofsevcral  different  accounts,  on  which  large  bar 
lances  appear  in  favour  of  Nicholson,  not  having  been 
laid  before  the  Governor,  by  which  means  alone  the 
party  could  appeal  and  obtain  a  trial  by  jury — existing 
only  on  loose  papers  found  In  the  office — this  lien  they 
enforced  by  laws  which  empowered  commissioners  to 
seize  the  lands  of  John  Nicholson — to  take  possession  of 
his  papers— to  dispose  of  the  property  at  their  pleasure 
— to  delegate  that  power  to  others,  and  to  exercise  eve- 
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ry  act  of  ownership  over  it.  In  pursuance  of  these  acts, 
which  were  in  effect  a  conjiscation  of  his  property,  the 
commissioners  proceeded,  without  any  judicial  process 
whatever,  first,  to  take  possession  of  all  the  private  pa' 
pcrs  of  John  Nicholson,  which  are  still  in  the  public  of- 
fice; and  then  to  dispose  of  his  lands  by  sale  and  com- 
promise, to  Xhe  amount  of  near  two  millions  of  acres, 
which  produced  only  S105,000  to  the  state:  all  which 
acts  are  evidently  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  no  good 
title  can  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  purchasers  under 
them.  The  heirs  or  vendees  of  Nicholson  must  succeed 
In  the  Suits  they  have  Instituted  in  the  coiu-ts  of  the 
United  Slates  for  their  recovery;  and  the  state  must 
make  good  to  their  vendees  the  enhanced  value  of  the 
lands,  now  amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars;  to 
avoid  which  It  is  proposed  by  an  amicable  arrangement, 
for  a  comparatively  small  sum,  to  confirm  all  the  sales 
and  releases  made  by  the  .state,  and  thus  quiet  the  titles 
of  thousands,  who  have  purchased  375,000  acres  in  the 
western  counties,  1,175,000  acres  in  the  upper  coun- 
ties, and  500,000  acres  in  the  lower  counties  of  the 
state. 

To  leave  the  titles  of  this  immense  quantity  of  lands 
unsettled,  must  lead  to  consequences  the  most  injurious 
to  the  state, — consequences  not  confined  even  to  this 
extent  of  land,  great  as  it  is;  because  the  existence  of 
this  claim  will  naturally  create  distrust  in  purchasers,and 
uncertainty  in  possessors  of  other  lands;  will  discourage 
improvements,  render  the  collection  of  taxes  difficult, 
subject  individuals  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  long- 
litigation,  and  the  state  to  the  accumulated  demands  it 
will  occasion  for  a  number  of  years. 

All  this,  the  undei-signed,  counsel  for  the  claimantSj 
earnestly  wish,  and  have  thought  it  a  duty  to  place  with- 
in (he  power  of  the  state,  to  avoid.  Should  it  be  deem- 
ed inexpedient  however  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
at  this  time,  they  hold  it  a  duty  also  candidly  to  declare, 
that  if  those  whom  they  represent  are  obliged  to  prose- 
cute the  suits  they  have  now  ready  for  trial,  and  the  re- 
sult should  be  (as  the  undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in 
giving  their  professional  opinion*  it  must  be,)  in  their 
favor,  it  will  no  longer  remain  in  their  power  to  make  or 
accept  any  propositions  for  a  compromise. 

EDW.  LIVINGSTONj 
.  ;  .  C.  J.  liSfGERSOLL, 

BENJ.  TILGHMAN. 


y  *To- show  that  this  opinion,  thus  decidedly  expres- 
sed, is  neither  produced  by  any  professional  bias  in  fa- 
vor of  clients,  nor  is  of  a  modern  date,  the  consultation 
made  twenty-two  years  ago,  by  two  of  the  most  emi- 
nent counsel  of  the  state,  is  submitted.  One  of  these 
gentlemen  is  now  alive,  venerable  for  his  years,  and 
respected  for  his  character;  the  other  has  long  been  lost 
to  a  profession  of  which  he  was  the  ornament  while  he 
lived,  and  whose  opinions  are  now  received  with  a  rev- 
erence approaching  the  force  of  law.  This  consultation 
is  decisive  on  the  Irregularity  of  the  proceedings  to 
create  the  lien,  and  the  unconstitutionahty  of  those  for 
disposing  of  the  lands. 

T'fie  following  are  ihe  Counties  in  which  ihe  lands  are 
situated —  •  •- 

Allegheny,  Berks,  Chester, 

Butler,  Schuylkillj^  J  Montgomery,  . 

Crawford,  ■pCtrttTSTbia,  Lancaster,  " 

Mercer,  Lycoming,  Dauphin, 

M'Kean,  Centre,  Lebanon, 

Potter,  Clearfield,  Luzerne, 

Tioga,  Jefferson,  York, 

Bradford,  Venango,  Cumberland, 

Susquehanna,         Armstrong,  Franklin, 

Wayne,  Westmoreland,  Perry, 

Pike,  Northumberla'd  Huntingdon,. 

Northampton,        Bedford,  Cambria, 

Lehigh,  Philadelphia,  Indiana. 

Many  of  the  purchasers  were  in  Philadelphia,  Lancas- 
ter and  Pittsburg.  Fenn.  Rep. 
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C  ORRESPONDI  NCE — HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 

My  Dear  Sir — The  House  of  Kefug-e  could  not  fail  to 
j'eceive  ample  contiibutions  from  the  public,  were  it 
possible  to  extend  generally  the  same  strong  conviction 
of  its  great  utility  and  importance  which  is  hourly  con- 
firmed in  those  who  are  practically  engaged  in  adminis- 
tering the  criminal  law. 

Vicious  propensities  are  imbibed  at  a  very  early  age 
bj' children,  in  the  crowded  population  of  a  city.  Pa- 
rents, whose  extreme  poverty,  casual  calamity,  or  mo- 
ral turpitude,  induces  a  neglect  of  their  offsprhig,  ex- 
pose them  at  once  to  be  caught  up  by  the  profligate  and 
knavish,  to  be  made  unsuspected  agents  in  the  commis- 
sion of  offences,  and  to  be  trained  into  habits  of  idleness, 
cunning,  and  predatory  vagrancy.  A  boy,  nine,  ten  or 
twelve  years  old,  cannot  range  uncontrolled  through 
the  streets  for  a  week,  without  forming  dangerous  as- 
sociations, or  without  being  entrapped  b}'  some  vete- 
ran rogue,  who  conscious  of  his  own  notoriety,  eagerly 
enlists,  with  affected  kindness  or  exaggeiated  menace, 
an  unknown  insliument  for  his  purposes.  Children, 
too,  accomplish  petty  thefts  with  ease, and  with  frequent 
impunity:  they  pass  unnoticed  by  the  busy,  or,  if  de- 
tected, are  treated  with  indulgence.  Success  gradually 
emboldens;  they  become  proud  of  their  skill,  form  com- 
binations among-  themselves,  and  grow  ambitious  to 
surpass  each  other  in  their  dailj'  contributions  to  the 
hoard  of  a  common  guide  and  pretended  pi  otcctor. 

When  such  delinquents  are  liable  to  be  ti  eated,  when 
punishcd,^  in  the  same  manner  as  older  and  hardened 
ones,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  arrest  their  progress  in 
depravity  and  mischief.  Most  men  shrink,  with  repug- 
?iance,  from  harshness  to  youth.  The  prospect  of  ma- 
king them  convicted  felons  is  repulsive;  and  thousands 
have  been  permitted  to  continue  \inmolested,  in  prefer- 
ence to  hurrying  them  to  the  fatal  Penitentiary,  whence 
they  cannot  emerge  without  being  essentially  v.  orse  in 
principle  and  feeling,  and  utterly  infamous  in  character. 
1  hus  our  most  natural  sensibilities  become  panders  to 
public  wrong,  and  contribute  to  keep  up  the  juvenile 
gangs  so  necessary  to  the  schemes  of  old  culprits. 

The  House  of  Kefuge  is  tlie  most  efficacious  remedy 
as  yet  devised  for  these  disorders.  It  rescues  children 
from  the  otherwise  inevitable  results  of  early  abandon- 
ment and  their  own  inherent  weakness;  and  by  the  sariie 
process,  it  deprives  the  veteran  in  iniquity  of  the  tools 
of  his  trade.  Our  citizens  no  longer  hesitate  in  seizing 
the  juvenile  offender,  knowing  and  feeling  that  by  so 
doing,  they  in  effect  snatch  the  brand  from  the  burning, 
to  place  it  where  it  must  be  safely  tempei  ed  and  reii- 
ned.  The  magistracy,  too,  experience  inconceivable 
relief,  by  being  empowered  to  reconcile  the  necessities 
of  social  order  and  the  precautions  of  the  understand- 
ing, with  the  best  impulses  of  the  heart.  ~ 

Your  institution  is  as  yet  so  newly  established,  that  it 
woidd  be  unsafe  positively  to  assert  great  benefit  to 
have  been  already  attained.  I  cannot,  liowever,  avoid 
expressing  the  opinion  that  mucli  good  is  even  now  dis- 
cernable.  The  Courts  of  ciiminal  jurisdiction  which 
convene  in  this  city — the  Oyer  and  Terminer,  the  Quar- 
ter Sessions,  and  the  Mayor's  Court — have,  within  the 
liast  five  month?,  fallen  far  short  in  the  number  of  offen- 
ders usually  arraigned  before  them;  and  it  could  not  but 
gratify  as  well  the  officers  of  justice  as  the  public,  to 
observe  that  no  white  children,  and  but  few  of  any  co- 
lors, appeared  at  the  bars.  A  portion  of  these  effects 
may  be  accidental  and  temporary;  but  I  know  also  a 
large  portion  of  them  to  be  caused  dlrectl}'  bytheJHouse 
of  Refuge,  and  they  are  undoubtedly  its  just  and  legit- 
imate consequences.  When  aware,  indeed,  from  re- 
peated observation,  how  essential  in  the  perpetration  of 
crime  ai  e  the  juvenile  agents-how  dependent  the  brand- 
ed veterans  are  upon  their  unscathed  pupils  and  pup- 
pets— I  cannot  easily  exaggerate  the  remedial  operation 
of  your  society. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  managers  have  not 


been  able  to  receive  coloured  delinquents:  an  inability, 
I  trust,  a  liberal  public  will  not  allow  to  continue  long. 
The  proportion  of  blacks  over  tlte  whites,  in  the  courts 
during  the  period  to  w  hich  I  have  adverted,  was  unusu- 
ally large.    Could  your  accommodations  be  extended  J 
as  far  as  is  designed,  many  most  fit  objects  from  this  un-  j 
fortunate  class  would  be  sent  to  you,  and  the  acknowl-  , 
edged  improvement  in  our  nioral  condition  proceed 
w  Ith  additional  rapidity. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  your  friend  and  servant,  _ 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 
James  J.  Bahclat,  Esq,  I 
Sea-etary  of  the  Board  of  Directors'?  | 
of  the  House  of  Refuge.  5 

Philadelphia,  March  29,  1829,  ; 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  and  as 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  Mayor's  Court  of  this 
city,  I  cheerfully  communicate  to  you  the  fact  of  the 
diminution  in  that  Court  of  prosecutions  against  chil- 
dren since  the  establishment  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

All  men  whose  business  has  led  them  often  to  our  ! 
criminal  courts,  have  too  long  seen  there  the  frequent 
spectacle  of  children  brought  from  prison  and  arraigned  I 
for  offences,  which,  though  sure  to  be  proved,  the  ; 
court,  from  the  infant  size  and  infant  years  of  the  cul-  | 
pi-it,  forbore  to  convict  them  of.    The  law  forgave  and 
released  them,  and  humanity  led  them  to  some  home  iu  j 
the  ch.iritable  hope  of  their  reformation.    Yet,  some- 
times, even  by  the  sitting  of  the  next  court,  these  young- 
offenders  were  seen  again  arraigned  for  similar  and  re-  i 
peated  crimes.    For  two  years  since  the  last  autumn, 
to  which  the  present  observation  refers,  the  i '  stances  [; 
exhibited  in  the  Mayor's  Court  of  such  prosecutions  I 
were  frequent  and  almost  sui-prising.    During  each  re- 
cess of  the  coiu't,  several  of  these  pitiable  childrera 
were  discharged;  and  at  each  of  its  sessions  they  were 
seen  in  groupes,  or  along  witfi  men,  jointly  charged 
with  crime.    When  recognised  and  deemed  incorrigi- 
ble, they -were  convicted  and  sent  to  the  common  jail, 
there  of  course  to  be  schooled  and  matured  in  vice — 
whilst  the  wish  for  some  other  and  better  place  to  send 
them  was  al  ways  felt  and  publickly  expressed- 

I  am  happy,  however,  to  state,  that  at  the  last  De-  ; 
cembcr  session  of  the  court,  this  evil  was  perceptibly  ; 
abated.    There  was  then  but  one  instance  of  such 
criminality  among  the  prisoners;  and  his  youth  suggest-^ 
ing  for  him  the  interposition  of  the  court,  he  was  sent 
by  its  judgment  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  then  recently  i 
established.    During  the  late  (March)  session  of  the  , 
Court,  7U)t  one  occasion  was  presented  for  a  similar  in-  ; 
terposltion.    It  is  not  asserted  that  children  have  cea-  |. 
sed  to  commit  crimes,  but  from  what  1  have  stated,  \%  ] 
may  fairly  be  infc  rred  that  the  power  lately  give  n  to,, 
and  exci  cised  by  njaglstrates,  to  send  youthful  delin- 
quents in  early  states  of  prosecution  to  the  House  of 
Refuge,  has  caused  their  manifest  decrease  in  our  pri-. 
sons  !ind  our  courts. 

Jn  the  opportunity  which  your  politeness  lately  af- 
forded me  of  seelnj-  the  House  of  Refuge  and  its  in- 
mates, 1  observed  there  individual  instances  previously! 
known  to  nie  in  official  business,  of  j  outliful  viciousness, 
arrested  in  its  career,  and  now  subdued  to  decency,  or-- 
der  and  industry.  In  every  department  of  the  institu- 
tion, the  same  improvement  In  the  condition  of  these 
rescued  children  was  manifested,  anel  individual  ac- 
quaintance with  any  one  of  their  previous  lives  could 
not  fail  to  mark  with  satisfaction  its  present  ameliora- i 
tion.  No  visiter  to  the  House  of  Refuge  can  help  feel- 
ing the  sincere  wish,  that  its  benefits  may  be  as  perma- 
nent as  they  are  immediately  striking;  and  with  a  well- 
founded  hope  that  facts  similar  to  the  preceding  may 
continue  to  attest  the  useful  charity  of  the  institution,  I 
am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

S.  RUSH. 

James  J.  Bahclat,  Esq. 

Secretary  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 


1829.] 


PHILADELPHIA  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


251 


Rlport  of  the 
PHILADELPHIA  7.IEDICAL  SOCiETl', 

On  r£moval  of  the  Alms-house  Injinnwy . 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  acommunica- 
tion,  addressed  to  the  Philadelphia  medical  society,  by 
Dr.  Burden,  a  representative  of  the  county  of  Pliiladel- 
phia,  in  the  Senate  of  this  state,  in  which  is  requested 
information  on  certain  points,  report  the  following-  an- 
swers to  the  queries  proposed,  in  the  order  of  their 
arrang-ement. 

1.  Q.  What  is  the  number  of  Medical  students,  who  at- 
tend lectures  in  Philadelphia,  and  what  is  the  number 
of  medical  schools,  public  arid  private,  hospitals,  dis- 
pensaries, infirmaries,  &c.  &c. 

A.  The  number  of  students  that  annually  attend  the 
courses  of  medical  instruction,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  an  average  is  five  hundred.  Of  this  number, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  remain  in  the  city  during' 
the  period  of  their  education;  the  residue  on  an  average, 
reside  in  the  city  five  months. 

Medical  instruction  is  imparted  to  the  students,  by 
two  public  or  chartered  schools;  and  in  addition,  from 
three  to  five  private  institutions,  are  engaged  in  courses 
of  lectures. 

,  There  are  two  hospitals,  the  Pennsylvania  hospital 
and  the  alms  house  infirmarv;  and  three  dispensaries, 
which  provide  attendance  for  the  sick  at  their  own 
dwellings,  fui  nlsh  them  with  medicines,  &c.  The  two 
hospitals  are  alone  capable  of  being  useful  to  the  stu- 
dents, by  making  them  familiar  with  diseases  from  di- 
rect inspection  and  examination  of  the  sick;  and  by  ena- 
bling them  to  acquire  in  witnessing  the  practice  of  ex- 
perienced physicians,  and  hearing  their  remarks  at  the 
bed  side,  the  knowledge  of  the  best  means  of  treating 
their  patients.  They  thus  derive  experience  from  the 
experienced,  and  not  from  their  own  unskilful  attempts 
commenced  without  the  advantages  of  previous  practi- 
cal instruction. 

The  alms  house  infirmary  is  the  most  resorted  to  by 
the  students;  the  number  of  the  class  attending  there, 
rises  generally  two  hundred.  From  the  number  of  pa- 
tients it  contains,  the  variety  of  diseases  in  its  wards,  and 
especially,  of  chronic  diseases,  the  most  difficult  to  treat, 
its  loss  will  be  most  seriously  felt. 

2.  Q.  AVhat  is  the  number  of  medical  students, 
schools,  hospitals,  &c.  &c.  in  the  other  cities  of  the  U. 
Slates,  respectively? 

A.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  precise  information  as  to 
the  number  of  medical  students,attending  on  the  schools  i 
in  other  cities  of  the  Union.    The  following  is  a  list,  ( 
which  has  been  made  out  on  authority,  that  is  consider- 
ed as  entitled  to  credit. 


timate  of  their  average  expenses.  This  gives  an  ag- 
greg-ate  expenditure  per  annum  of  ^225,000.  To  tliis 
sum  is  to  be  added  the  expenses  of  those  who  remain 
permanently  in  the  city,  and  are  not  natives,  for  the  re- 
maining seven  months  of  the  year;  say  70,  at  §500  each 
is  S35,000,  or  a  total  sum  of  g260, 000  per  annum. 

That  this  sum  is  within  the  actual  expenditure,  the 
committee  feel  well  assured;  and  that  an  error  would 
not  be  committed  in  making  the  estimate  at  ;$300,000per 
annum. 

The  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  city  is  not  limited  to 
the  sum  expended  by  the  students  actually  in  the  city. 
Most  of  them  open  a  correspondence  with  some  of  the 
ti-adesmen,  booksellers  and  apothecaries,  and  contrive 
to  receive  from  them  tlieir  various  articles  of  clothing, 
their  medical  journals,  books,  medicines,  instruments. 
Sec.  &c. 

To  give  aa  idea  of  the  value  attached  by  persons  in 
those  branches,  the  following  estimate  obtained  from 
some  of  the  most  respectable  in  them,  is  subjoined. 
Messrs.  Rob b  &  AVinebrenner,  merchant  tai- 
lors in  Cliesiiut  street,  estimate  that  the 
medical  schools  bring  dirrctly  and  indirect- 
1}'  to  their  branch,  and  which  is  distribu- 
ted amongst  those  engaged  in  it,  aimually 
the  sum  of  ^25,000 
H.  Schivcly,  surgeon's  instrumentmaker,  es- 
timates the  advantages  to  his  branch  at  6,000 
Johnson,  bootmaker,  in  6th  st.  estimates  his 

branch  of  business,  to  derive  from  8  to  10,000 

Shehnerdiiie  make^  the  estimate  for  the  hat- 
ting business,  at  3,500 
H.  Troth  and  Chailes  Marshall,  estimate  the 
value  to  the  apothecaries. 


The  booksellers  estimate  from 


40,000 
30  to  50,000 


1828-9. 


Boston, 
Pittsfield, 
Dartmouth, 

V^ermont  academy  of  medicine^, 
University  of  Vermont,  y 
Yale  college,  •        .  - 

Bowdoin, 

Fairfield,  N.  Y'".  , 
New  York  College,  -  / 
Rutijer's  college,  N.  Y,  : 
Baltimore,  - 

Washington  college,  Baltimore,^ 
Columbia,  D.  C. 
Ohio  medical  college, 
Transylvania,  about 

Charleston,  S.  C.  — 
■  In  Boston  there  is  one  hospital,  at  which  clinical  lec- 
tures are  given  by  Doctors  Warren  and  Jackson. 

At  New  York  there  is  a  large  hospital,  in  Baltimore 
two;  in  Charleston  one.and  another  is  about  being  built. 

3.  Q.  What  is  the  probable  amount  of  money  annual- 
ly paid  in  Philadelphia,  by  the  medical  students  for 
tickets,  books,  &c. 

A.  The  committee  believe  from  the  inquiries  made, 
that  the  sum  of  §500,  for  each  student,  is  a  moderate  es- 


1827-  8. 

1828-  9. 


1827-8. 
.1828-9. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


83 
100 
91 
95 
40 
71 
92 
92 
160 
115 
145 
30 
23 
112 
20j0 


S134,500 

There  are  4,000  numbers  of  medical  journals,  pub- 
lished at  §5  each,  per  annum,  which  for  that  item  alone 
is  §20,000.- 

It  would  be  useless  to  point  out  the  numbers  of  wir 
dows,  who  are  enabled,  by  keeping  boarding  houses  for 
the  students,  to  derive  a  reputable  support  for  them- 
selves and  families. 

4.  Q.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  locating  the  alms 
house  hospital,  west  of  the  Schuylkill  river,  on  South 
street?  AVhat  inconvenience  to  the  students,  attending 
physicians,  and  what  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the 
profession?  on  this  point,  detail  and  minuteness  are  re- 
quested. 

-  A.  The  removal  of  the  infirmary  to  the  west  side  of 
the  Schuylkill,  must  of  necessity  put  an  end  to  the  at- 
tendance of  the  students,  on  the  practice  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  course  of  medical  instruction  are  so  copious, 
that  at  this  period,  for  want  of  sufiScient  time,  several  ve- 
ry important  branches  are  necessarily  omitted;  and  it  is 
with  difficulty  the  lectures  on  clinical  or  bedside  prac- 
tice, can  be  admitted  into  the  course. 

To  expect  that  students,  hurried  as  they  are  for  time, 
would  walk  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles,  and  that  they 
would  do  so,  in  the  inclement  season  of  winter,  exposed 
to  rain,  to  snow,  and  often  intense  cold,  is  truly  absurd. 
Even  now  when  the  weather  is  very  unfavourable,  the 
number  who  attend  at  the  alms  house  and  hospital  is  al- 
wa}'s  small;  how  much  less  then,  could  it  be  expected, 
they  would  brave  the  weather  when  this  infirmary  is  lo- 
cated beyond  the  Schuylkill.  The  removal  of  the  in- 
firmary out  of  the  city,  must  destroy  the  clinical  class, 
&this  source  of  revenue  to  the  institution  itself  be  dimin- 
ished. The  students  who  enter  the  house  as  resident 
students  and  pay  their  board,  are  tempted  to  do  so  in  a 
great  measure,by  the  eclat  derived  from  the  reputation  of 
the  alms-house,  asaclinical  school;  but,if  this  be  dtstroy- 
ed,  it  will  soon  be  found  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  pay 
students,to  induce  them  to  enteythe  house  Sc  execute  the 
duties  for  which  they  are  required.  This  has  been  the 
case  with  the  Baltimore  infirmary,  since  its  removal  from 
the  city. 
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The  remo\al  of  the  Infirmary  beyond  the  Schuylkill,  ' 
will  subject  the  prescribing  surgeons  and  physicians  to 
serious  inconvenience.  Few,  who  are  engaged  in  bu- 
siness, can  devote  the  time  that  will  be  requisite,  when 
so  remote  from  the  scene  of  their  pvirsuits.  The  Phila- 
delphia alms  house  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in 
the  country,  it  is  believed,  that  receives  the  services  of 
its  medical  attendants  gratuitously.  It  is  not  improba- 
ble, that  no  long  period  would  ensue  after  a  change  in 
its  location,  before  it  would  be  necessary  to  command 
those  services  by  a  salarj',  now  offered  without  a  fee.  | 

The  location  was  fixed  upon  without  consulting  any 
medical  gentlemen,  wlio  miglvt,  in  such  case,  be  presu- 
med competent  from  their  experience  to  communicate 
information  in  respect  to  its  general  healthiness.  The 
banks  of  the  river,  throughout  all  the  alluvion  extend- 
ing from  its  mouth,  and  the  counti-y  immediately  adja- 
cent, have  been  long  noted  for  their  insalubrity.  This 
has  increased  within  a  few  years,  and  by  placing  the 
subjects  of  disease  in  this  situation,  which  will  be  done 
by  settling  on  it  adense  population,  itrs  not  tobe doubt- 
ed, that  fevers  will  prevail  among  them.    The  effect  of 
locating  an  infirmary  in  a  situation  of  that  kind,  will'  be 
to  increase  the  number  of  patients;  for  those  who  are 
taken  to  it  for  light  affections,  will  be  attacked  by 
those  that  are  more  formidable;  the  diseases  of  the  pa- 
tients will  be  aggravated,  frequent  relapses  will  occur; 
the  patients  instead  of  being  discharged  as  rapidly  as  at 
present,  will  accumulate  in  the  wards,  and  the  mortali- 
ty be  increased.    The  most  expensive  paupers  are  those 
that  are  diseased,  and  the_  increased  number  of  patients 
will  enhance  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  poor. 

There  is  one  point  the  committee  beg  leave  to  no- 
tice; it  is  the  necessarily  increased  suffering  and  mise- 
ry, that  must  be  endured  by  the  poor,  in  the  e\'ent  of 
removing  the  infirmary  beyond  tile  preeincls  of  the 
city.  Patients  suffering  under  every  form  and  variety 
of  disease,  and  most  generally  of  dise;ises  advanced  to  a 
critical  condition,  are  transported  to  the  Infirmary  in 
carts  and  carriages.  The  distance  that  many  are  now 
brought  is  from  one  to  three  miles,  and  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon, in  sickly  periods,  to  find  patients  dying  on  the 
road.  To  increase  the  distance  to  which  the  sick  pau- 
pers are  to  be  transported,  is  to  add  to  the  pain  and  dis- 
tress of  all,  to  augment  the  danger  and  retard  the  re- 
covery of  numbei-s,  and  to  prove  certainly  fatal  to  some. 

The  committee  will  terminate  their  report  by  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions,  of  the  correctness  of  which  they 
have  a  deliberate  conviction. 

First.    That  the  location  of  the  Alms  House  Infirma- 
ry beyond  the  Schuylkill  will  put  an  end:  to  the  clinical 
or  bed-side  instruction  now  successfully  carried  on  in 
—  that  institution. 

Second.    That  the  income  to  that  institution  derived 
~  from  that  source,  say  3000  dollars  per  annum,  will  be 
cut  oflF. 

Third.  That  the  loss  of  the  clinical  instruction  of  that 
extensive  estabhsbment  will  materially  detract  fi  om  the 
advantages  Philadelphia  possesses  as  a  seat  of  medical 
instruction,  and  deprive  her  of  one  of 'the  causes  to 
which  she  is  indebted  for-her  present  superiority. 

Fourth.  That  the  deprivation  of  clinical  instruction 
to  the  students,  is  a  serious  evil  to  the  communit)',  as 
they  will  be  compelled  to  enter  on  their  profession  de- 
void of  the  valuable  information  derived  from  this  spe- 
-  cies  of  instruction,  and  which  will  be  obtained  in  too  ma- 
ny instances,  at  the  risk  of  their  patients. 

Fifth.  That  the  interests  of  nuinerous  classes  of  in- 
dustrious citizens,  may  be  seriously  affected,  by'Tiimin- 
ishing  the  high  characterPhiladelphia  sustains  asa  school 
of  medical  instruction,  through  her  medical  institutions, 
amongst  which  the  Alms  House  Infirmary  occupies  a 
conspicuous  and  esteemed  rank. 

Sixth.  That  the  location  of  an  Infirmary  in  a  situa- 
tion which,  if  not  known  positively  to  be  insalubrious,  is 
almost  generally  looked  on  as  very  questionable,  is  an 
injudicious  measure,  for  should  it  prove  unhealthy, 


while  it  will  aggravate  the  sufferings  and  distress  it  is  in- 
tended to  alleviate,  the  expense  in  money,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  the  grand  and  single  principle  by  which  this 
question  has  been  decided  will  undoubtedly  be  en- 
hanced. 

In  concluding  their  report  the  committee  take  the 
liberty  to  express  as  their  opinion,  that  the  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  city  regarded  on  an  enlarged  scale;  its 
interests  and  its  reputation  as  a  seat  of  science  and  leara-- 
ing,  considered  in  an  enlightened  view,  and  cherished 
with  a  just  and  becoming'  pride;  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity consulted  in  a  liberal  spirit;  the  alleviation  of 
human  misery,  whether  regarded  as  a  social,  moral  ori-e- 
liglous  obligation,  all  combine  to  condemn  the  contem- 
plated removal  of  the  Infirmary  attached  to  the  Alms 
House  without  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  indicate  the 
scite  within  its  bounds,  as  the  only  proper  location  of 
that  institution.  - 
SAMUEL  JACKSON,  M.  D. 
WM.  E.  HORNER,  M.  D. 
CHAS.  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D. 
,.  r-:  .  '  JOHTV  BELE,  M.  D. 

D.  FRANCIS  CONDIE,  M.  D. 
Mdkal  Hall,  Feb.  9, 1S29. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society, 
held  this  evening,  the  above  report  was  on  motion  ac- 
cepted bj' the  society. 

PHILIP  S.  PHYSiCK,  M.  D.  President. 
Geo.  Halbeiistadt,  Jtec.  Sec'ry. 


\     ■       -    :  -  THE  riNE  ARTS. 

'   BUST  OF  DR.  JOHNSON. 

_  (Communicated  for  llie  "Register  of  Pennsj  ivama.") 
The  Philadelphia  AtheBcCum  is  in  possession  of  a  fine 
and  very-rare  bust  of  the  great  Lexicographer,  and  lite- 
rary Colossus,  SAilUEL  JOHNSON— which  was  pre^ 
sented  to  the  insitution  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mercromhie.— 
Having  heard  him  detail  the  particulars  respecting  it,  I 
thought  them  worthy  of  record,  and  requestedhim  tofar 
vor  me  with  them  in  writing.  He  did  so.  And  I  now 
send  his  comrnunication  to  you,  not  doubting  that 
many  of  your  readers  will  be  entertained  with  it. 

l  am,  respectfully, 
.  .,  JAMES  MEASE. 

-  rhilaielpMa,Jpril6,  1829. 

Dear  Siii — In  compliance  v.ith  your  request,  that  i 
would  give  a  particidar  account  of  the  Bust  of  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Johnson,  which  I  lately  presented  to  the  Philadel- 
phia Athenaeum,  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform youj 
that  it-was  sent  to  me  from  England  by  a  friend.  'Ti'so 
-real  i\Wi/ifi"s,obtained by  him  fioni  Mr.Nolikens  himself, 
though  with  much  reluctance;  as  will  appear  from  the 
follow  ing  anecdote  : 

My  friend  having  promised  to  send  me  a  Bust  of  piy 
Magnus  .\poll(),  on  his  ariival  in  England,  applied  to 
Mr.  Nolikcns  for  one,  who  replied,  that  he  had  not  one 
cast  left  for  himself;  but,  for  one  of  which  he  would  give 
t^n  guineas;  that  the  original  marble  Bust  was  some 
wheie  on  the  continent,  he  could  not  tell  where;  and, 
that  not  a  single  cast  of  it  which  he  had  made,  was  to  be 
found  in  his  warehouse. — The  next  day  my  friend  di- 
ning in  company,  and  the  conversation  turning  upon 
Dr.  Johnson,  he  expressed  his  regret  that  a  friend  in 
America  would  experience  great  disappointment 
through  his  inability  to  comply  with  his  promise,  as  Mr, 
Nolikens  had  assured  him  he  had  not  one  cast  left. — 
"Well,"  said  a  gentleman  who  was  present,  "if  you  will 
previously  obtain  Mr.  'tioWken's promise  to  let  you  have 
it,  if  you  can  find  one  in  his  warehouse,  I  can  tell  you 
where,  in  an  obscure  corner  of  it,  I  saw  one  a  few  days 
ago.  while  looking  for  a  Bust  of  one  of  the  poets.  I 
brushed  off  the  dust  of  many  years  from  its  covering, 
and  read — "The  Bust  of  Br.  Samuel  Johnson."  My 
li-iend  acted  accordingly;  and,  having  obtained  Mr.  Nol- 
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'iken's pramise  ivpon  the  honour  of  a  gentleman,  that  if 
he  found  oiie  he  should  have  it,  led  him  to  the  dark  cor- 
ner, and  there  found  it.  Mr.  Nolikens  wanted  to  retract, 
declarin.!^  his  wish  to  possess  it  himself;  but  an  appeal 
was  made  to  his  promise  upon  honour,a.ni  he  let  it  g'o. 
When  it  arrived  here,  knowi'ns^  its  fragility,  I  prociired 
two  stout  porters  to  bring  it  on  their  shoulders  to  my 
hoiise.  Upon  opening  the  box  which  contained  it,  I 
found  the  head  dissevered  from  the  body,  and  thai  bro- 
ken into  small  pieces.  'I  he  face,  however,  was  not  in 
any  degree  injured.  After  mourning  for  some  time  over 
the  "disjecta  wembra  poetcE,"  I  determined  to  throw 
it  all  into  the  street:  but,  meeting  with  my  friend  Mi'. 
John  Dorsey,  and  stating  to  him  my  grievous  disap- 
pointment, he  told  me,  that,  as  the  features  were  not  in- 
jured, he  could  restore  it  to  its  proper  form;  which  he 
did,  after  devoting  two  whole  days  to  its  restoration. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  truly  valuable  Bust  of  the 
illustrious  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson;  and,  knowing  the  in- 
trinsic value,  and  great  scarcity  of  it,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  deposit  it  in  sorne  public  Institution,  where  it 
would  be  properly  appreciated  and  preserved.  With 
this  view  I  presented  it  to  the  Philadelphia  Athen;cum, 
in  testimony  of  my  respect  for  that  Institution,  and  of 
gratitude  for  the  indulgence  extended  to  me,  as  a  Cler- 
gyman, of  visiting  it  gratuitously. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  ,  dear  sir, 
-  Your  most  obcd't  servant, 

JAS..  ABERCROMBIE. 

Dr.  James  Mease. 

THE  GRACES. 
The  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  have  just 
received  from  Rome  CaJiowa's  celebrated  group  of  the 
Graces.  This  beautiful  and  costly  specimen  of  the  ge- 
nius and  skill  of  the  great  statuary,  was  procured  at 
Rome  by  our  fellow  citizen  Dr.  J.  Y.  Clark,  during  his 
Jate  visit  to  that  city,  and  has  been  presented  by  him  to 
the  Academy,  witli  all  the  expenses  of  transportation, 
which  alone  exceeded  two  hundred  dollars. 

Such  acts  of  liberality  cannot  be  too  highly  appre- 
ciated; they  afford  an  elegant  and  useful  mean's  of  im- 
provement to  our  own  artists,  and  a  refined  and  rational 
pleasure  to  our  citizens.  If  American  gentlemen  who 
travel  would  follow  the  example  of  Dr.  Clark,  we  should 
soon  accumulate  a  rich  collection  of  works  of  art,  hon- 
ourable and  useful  to  our  city. 

The  uses  of  this  Academy  are  too  much  overlooked 
by  the  wealth  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  not  only  a  constant 
School  of  improvement  to  the  skill  oF  our  artists  and  the 
taste  of  the  community,  but  it  brings  here  students 
from  every  part  of  the  Union,  who  are  -admitted  to  the 
establishment  and  the  use  of  all  that  is  within,  without 
any  charge. — !Nat.  gasi  , 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  WATER  POWER. 

To  CoRHtSPONDENTS. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  board  of  managers,  of  the  Frank- 
lin Institute  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  mechanic  arts,  held  March  12,  1829,  the 
following  resolutions  were  proposed  and  adopted,  viz. 

Whereas,  the  value  of  water,  as  a  moving  power,  and 
the  relative  effects  produced  by  it  upon  wheels  of  dif- 
ferent constructions;  have  never  been  fixed  by  actual 
experiments,  on  a  scale  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  set- 
tle the  principles  upon  which  it  is  to  be  calculated;  and 
whereas,  a  course  of  experiments  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude, to  fix  the  data  from  which  such  calculations  may 
be  made  with  accuracy,  would  be  of  great  valjue  to  eve- 
ry one  interested  in  mill  work,  therefore, 

Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute to  undertake  a  series  of  experiments,  for  the  pur- 
poses set  forth  in  the  above  preamble,  provided  suffi- 
cient funds  can  be  obtained  for  the  purpose. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  inquiry  be  appointed, 
with  instructions  to  apply  to  the  select  and  common 
councils  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  part  of  the  city 


water  works,  and  water  from  the  dam  at  Fair  Mount, 
for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  such  experiments. 

Resolved,  that  said  committee  be  authorizsd  to  soli- 
cit funds  from  such  as  maybe  interested  in  these  exper- 
iments, to  aid  in  carrying  them  into  effect: — Whereupon, 
Messrs.  S.  V.  Merrick,  Benj.  Reeves,  Isaiah  Lukens, 
Rufus  Tyler,  and  Andrew  Young,  were  appointed  on 
said  committee.    Extract  from  the  minutes. — 

WiiLiAM  Hamilton,  Actuary. 
By  the  annexed  preamble  and  resolutions,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  Franklin  Institute  have  it  in  contempla- 
tion to  conduct  a  course  of  experiments  on  the  value  of 
water  power,  and  a  comparison  between  the  different 
constructions  of  the  viater  wheel,  with  a  view  of  estab- 
lishing principles  sufficiently  accurate  for  the  basis  of 
the  mill-wright's  calculations.  So  soon  as  the  necessa- 
ry preliminary  steps  are  taken,  and  the  funds  are  ob- 
tained (the  estimated  expense  to  be  obtained  by  sub- 
scription is  §2000)  a  commission  will  be  appointed  of 
gentlemen  conversant  with  the  subject. 

The  want  of  such  a  course  of  experiments  has  long 
been  felt,  and  the  great  expense  attending  them,  has 
debarred  individuals  from  making  the  attempt.  The 
funds  of  the  Institute  are  not  adequate  to  it  from  their 
usual  resources,  and  they  are  reluctantly  compelled  to 
call  upon  those  interested  for  assistance,  which  they 
are  confident  will  not  be  withheld.  Through  the  liber- 
ality of  the  city  councils,  they  are  enabled  to  conduct 
them  in  a  situation  liighly  favourable,  the  Fair  Mount 
water  works,  under  an  8  feet  head  and  fall,  where  the 
water  expended  and  efFecfproduced,  can  be  accurately 
estimated.  - 

To  enable  the  committee  to  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  under  every  advantage,  correspondents 
are  requested  to  furnisii  the  editor  of  this  journal  with 
such  infoi-mation  as  their  ingenuity  or  practice  may 
suggest,  and  whicli  may  aid  them  in  deciding  on  the 
best  manner  of  conducting  the  experiments. 

The  experience  of  practical  men  on  the  best  modes  of 
applying  water  to  awheel,  form  of  buckets,  manner  of 
ascertaining  its  effects,  with  proper  diagrams,  will  be 
particularly  acceptable. 

A  report  of  all  the  experiments  made  by  the  commit- 
tee, with  their  results,  will  be  published  in  this  Journal, 
when  completed,  and  the  Institute  is  desirous  that  the 
grounds  of  their  proceeding  may  be  as  public  as  their 
report,  to  enable  practical  men  to  detect  any  defects  in 
operation.  Communications  may  be  sent  by  mail  to  the 
editor;  donations  of  those  who  feel  disposed  to  aid  the 
Institution  in  their  exertions,  to  the  actuary,  or  either  of 
the  undersigned. 

Samuel  V.  Merrick," 
Benjamin  Reeves, 
Isaiah  Lukens, 
Rufus  Tyler, 
Andrew  Young, 


Committee, 
of  Inquiry. 


J 


Journ.  FranJc.  InsW 


■  '■  PATENTING  OF  LANDS.  . 
An  Act  relative  to  the  Patenting  of  Lands,  which  has 
passed  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 
-  Sect-  1.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  general  Assembly  niet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  when  any  person  or  persons,  shall  apply 
for  a  patent  or  patents,  for  any  unpatented  lands  in  this 
commonwealth,  and  it  shall  appear  that  by  the  provis- 
ions of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  approved  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  A.  I),  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  entitled  an  Act  concerning  the  pa- 
tenting of  lands,  the  interest  of  the  purchase  money  due 
the  commonwealth  for  such  lands,  is  to  be  added  to  the 
principal,  and  the  interest  from  that  time,  calculated  on 
the  aggregate  sum  in  the  manner  therein  directed,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  land  office,  after 
having  settled  and  ascertained  the  amount  due  the  com- 
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mon wealth  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  to  deduct  from  such 
amount,  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  interest  which 
may  have  accrued  upon  the  interest  added  as  aforesaid: 
Provided^  That  in  no  case,  either  of  warrant  improve- 
ment, or  any  other  rig-ht,  shall  any  interest  be  charg'ed 
on  the  purchase  money  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands, 
for  the  time  which  elapsed  between  the  second  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 
venty-six, and  the  second  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eig'hty-three:  Jlnd provided  also. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  taken  and 
construed  to  affect  or  interfere  with  any  suit  or  suits 
which  ma3^>  or  have  been  brought  under  the  provisions 
of  the  several  acts  "directing' the  recovery  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  due  to  the  commonwealth,  from  per- 
sons holding  lands  by  virtue  of  locations,  other  office  ti- 
tjes  issued  from,  or  under  the  proprietary  government, 
and  for  otlier  purposes,"  so  far  as  regards  the  collec- 
-    tion  for  the  principal  and  interest  due  upon  the  same, 
ascertained  as  is  herein  before  directed,  the  deduction 
aforesaid  being  made. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  where  the  amount  found  due  as  afore- 
said, shall  not  be  paid  and  discliarged,  the  person  or 
persons,  applying  for  the  patent,  shall,  before  the  issu- 
ing of  the  same,  execute  a  mortgage  to  the  Governor. of 
the  commonwealth,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  arrears  of  purchase  money,  and  interest  due, 
in  six  equal  annual  instalments,  which  said  aggregate 
sum  and  payments  shall  be  distinctly  endorsed,  or  cer- 
tified, upon  tiie  back  of  the  patent;  and  the  said  pa)'- 
mcnts  shall  be  recoverable  at  the  suit  of  the  common- 
wealth, by  scire  facias,  as  the  same  become  due:  Provi- 
ded, That  tlie  provisions  of  this  section,  and  of  the  first 
section,  and  all  the  other  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  ex- 
tend as  fully  to  the  seventeen  townships  in  the  county 
ofEuzerne,  now  in  the  counties  of  Luzerne  and  Brad- 
ford, as  to  any  other  part  or  portion  of  the  state. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  such  patents  and  certificates  thereon, 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  recorder's  office,  in  the  coun- 
ty, or  counties,  in  which  the  lands  described  in  said  pa- 
tent are  situate,  in  books  to  be  provided  by  the  record- 
ers of  deeds  in  the  several  counties,  at  the  expense  of 
the  proper  county,  at  the  same  rate  of  fees  allowed  for 
recording  deeds,  and  exemplifications  of  the  same  shall 
be  evidence,  as  well  in  courts  of  justice,  as  elsewhere: 
And  if  such  patents,  with  the  certificates  thereon,  shall 
not  be  delivered  at  the  proper  office,  that  the  same 
may  be  recorded  within  six  months  from  the  date  there- 
of, the  said  patents  shall  be  void:  Provided,  That  in 
such  cases,  new  patents  may  afterwards  be  issued  upon 
payment  of  the  money  due  thereon,  and  interest  at  the 
date  of  the  new  patent. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the  proper 
county,  in  whose  office  patents  and  certificates  thereon 
shall  have  been  recorded,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  tliird  section  of  this  act,  shall  upon  application  to 
liim,  for  that  purpose  made,  record  or  certify  on  the 
margin  of  the  record,  previously  made  of  such  patent 
and  certificates  thereon,  the  receipt  or  endorsement  of 
partial  or  total  payments,  given  or  made  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  land  office,  which  record  and  exemplifica- 
tions of  the  same,  shall  be  prima  facia  evidence  of  such 
payment. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  patents  may  issue  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  to  any  trustee  or  trustees,  or  guardian 
or  guardians  of  minors,  duly  appointed  by  any  court  in 
this  commonwealth,  or  by  any  last  will  and  testament,  or 
to  any  executor  or  executors,  administrator  or  adminis- 
trators, in  whom  the  power  of  selling  and  disposing  of 
the  lands  so  to  be  patented,  is  or  shall  be  vested,  in 
trust,  nevertheless  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  person  or 
persons  legally  entitled  to  the  same. 

Sect.  6,    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 


aforesaid.  That  in  all  cases  where  the  moneys  due  for 
the  patenting  of  lands,  have  been  secured  by  mortgage, 
or  otherwise,  to  the  commonwealth,  and  the  whole,  or 
any  part  thereof,  is  unpaid,  the  secretary  of  the  land  of- 
fice shall  upon  the  request  of  any  patentee,  or  other 
person  interested,  and  on  tender  of  the  money,  deduct 
from  the  amount  due  to  the  commonwealth,  a  sum 
equal  to  one  half  of  the  additional  or  increased  amount 
of  interest,  caused  by  the  operation  of  the  provision  in 
relation  to  interest,  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of 
the  aforesaid  act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  pa- 
tenting of  lanjds."  *. 

Sect.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  Con)iecticut  settler,  within  any 
of  the  seventeen  townships  formerly  in  the  cotmty  of 
Luzerne,  now.  in  the  counties  of  Luzerne  and  Brad- 
ford, his,  her,  or  their  legal  representatives,  by  neglect, 
or  otherwise,  shall  have  omitted  to  get  so  much  of  his, 
her  or  their  patent  or  patents,  recorded  in  the  proper 
county,  as  was  required  where  patents  issued,  without 
the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  but  shall  within 
six  montlis  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  pay  the  whole 
of  the  principle  and  interests  due  on  the  land,  for  which 
such  patent  issued,  or  shall  within  the  said  six  months 
have  the  said  patent  recorded  in  the  proper  county, 
then,  and  in  such  cases,  the  said  patents  shall  be  good 
and  valid,  but  not  otherwise. 

Sect.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  only  extend  to  such  persons  as  comply  with  the 
said  provisions,  within  two  years  from  its  passage: 
Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  act  shall 
not  be  considered  to  extend  to  any  lands  situate  north 
and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio,  Alleghany  and  Conawango 
creek,  or  to  effect  any  laws  relative  thereto. 

Sect.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
afoi  esaid.  That  so  much  of  any  former  act  or  acts  of  as- 
sembly as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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We  find  in  the  last  number  of  the  Lancaster  Gazette, 
the  foUovving'  intimation  of  business.  We  rejoice  at  the 
prosperity  of  the  city  and  county  of  Lancaster,  and  on- 
ly regret  the  Concstogo,  which  appears  to  be  destined 
to  create  and  preserve  so  much  trade,  did  not  find  its 
way  into  the  Schuylkill,  instead  of  a  more  southern  em- 
houchment.      ...        .  , 

"^NavigatioJi  of  ihe  Conesfogo.-^Capt.  Charles  Odel, 
took  on  board  an  ark,  90  hogsheads  of  whiskey,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  John  Lintner,  on  Wednesday  the  17th  of 
?.rarch,  and  left  lock  No.  4,  at  5  o'clock  on  the  evening 
of  that  day;  and  arrived  next  day  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  at  Port  Deposite.  The  charge  for  delivering 
in  Baltimore,  all  expenses  included,  one  cent  per 
gallon. 

On  the  19th,  Capt.  Omit  loaded  two  arks,  at  lock  No. 
8,  with  whiskey  and  flour,  and  proceeded  to  Port.  De- 
posite— destination  Baltimore^ 

Two  other  arks  are  loading  with  whiskey,  90  hogs- 
heads each,  and  will  proceed  this  day. 

The  navigation  is  in  fine  order,  and  we  expect  to  be 
benefitted  as  well  as  gratified  with  an  active  spring 
as  soon  as  the  regular  rise  takes  place  in  the  north  and 
west  branches.  From  the  port  of  Lancaster,  let  it  be 
understood,  we  can  always  proceed  to  the  Baltimore 
market,  two  or  three  weeks  earlier  than  the  trade  ofthe 
north  or  west  Branch,  owing  to  the  more  southern-situ- 
ation, and  the  river,  in  consequence  of  the  late  improve- 
ments  will  be  navigable  at  least  five  months  in  the  year. 

U.  S.  Gaz. 


So  great  is  the  increase  of  travelling  on  the  western 
route  through  this  place  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg, 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  dally  line  of  Stages  have 
been  induced  to  run  an  accommodation  Stage  every 
other  day  Carlisle  Herald. 


1829.] 


nEPORT  OF  DISEASES. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  DISEASES  AND  DEATHS  IN  ARCH-STREET  PRISON,  PHILAD'A. 


Diseases. 


Jcm'y\Feb''i/\  Mar. 


27m 


Fever  Remitleiit  -  ^    .-  • 
Do.  Inflammalory 
Do.  Intermittent 
Do.    Typluis      -  .  ' 
Catarrh        -  '*•>,;.':-.: 
Rheumatism    -     -•  „  - 
Pneiimonea         -  -.z'' 
Phthisis  Puhnonaris 
Psora  -       -       -  - 
Dysenteria  - 
Gonorrhoea  - 
Sypliihs      -       -    ;..  - 
Hacmorrhag'e       -  •  -  ■>. 
False)' 
Dyspepsia  - 
Pleuritis      -       -  ■■ 
Scrofula    • .^-.T  >  • 
Eruptions  ,-   ■" 'i  ~  .-  ' 
Odontalgia,-      ;Hr-N  • 
Ulcers        -     •  -  .  f,?!-' 
Quinsey      .-  . .  •/ 
Mania-a-potu     .  -  . 
Convulsions  ..' 
Otitis  -  .    -  - 

Strictures  - 
Wounds      -      -Tj'.  .  '.-i  • 
Oplhalmia  - 
Constipation     -fi  >:  i-i;; 
Contusions  -    ,  V  r-.  V-:' 
Diarrhoea     -     •  -    ;  ,i  ' 
Inflammation 
Caries         -       -  ■'•^ 
Small  Pox     :      - V  ■ 
Fracture     -,•  <  i 
Cholic        -       -■  "  . 
Cholera  Morbus  .     '  -.; 
Hernia  Mumeralis 
Hematimisis     . .  . 
Debility  . 
.  Fistula        -     -  .i 
Dolor  Pectoris    .i- '  ' 
Jaundice     -  •-.  "i 

Hosmoptysis     ,     -  --■^'i. 
HeiTipirhoids 
Parturition  -     '  .    -  '. 
Gesta,tion     -       .  . 
Hysteria 
Hepatetis  - 
Vertigo       -      ■  --  ■    >  • 
Asthma       r     ,  -  ' 
Gout   -       .  -.^v 
Palpitation  -    '  V  -'i-^ 
Lumbago    -  !.  .■ 

.Tumora       -     .  - 
Worms       -   ,    -  .  . 
Strains 

Burns-       >;•;■:>;  j-;  v." 
Stupor       .  jj.    •  -  : 
Abortion     -       -    '  - 

'  Monthlynuniber  of  sick 

Monthly  totals 


Jlpnl 


27 


612 

6 
12 

1 
16 

3 

1 


66  46 


112 


27  28 


49:57 


106 


14 


10 


Aluy 


27.28 


June 


27  28 


27  28 


1  — 
1 


54'52 


106 


1 

i 

i_ 

14 1  7 

— i  1 


27128 


2:-^  1 


44J47 


91 


71  40 


111 


45i22 


67 


July 


Aug.  \k>e'pi. 
28 


27 


413 
6 
11 


14 


55  60 


115 


27 


28 
12 

I5I 
1I2I 


1  1 
1  — 

2 

1  — 
6  7 
1 


78  61 


139 


Oct. 

27  28 

I 

3|  9 
4  — 
7|10 


1_ 

—I  1 
— 1  1 
612 


.2 


JSO'C. 


Dec. 


27 


281827 


1  — 
1  1 


-  1 


52  57 145  42 


109  I  87 


1  33 


64 


21  49 
62 
105 
1 

2  60 
2 


25  35 


60 


615 


-     Deaths.  1826. 

White  5  ^'^'^^ 

i,  ,  J  C  Males  0 
Coloured  ^P^^^j^^  0 

Total  6 


1827. 
7 
0 
6 
1 

14 


1828. 
3 
1 
1 
1 


Total. 

14 

3 
7 
2 

26 


Total  diseases  in  1827-28- 
deatlis 


-1167 

26  or  2  22-100  p.  cent. 


NB.  All  these  prisoners  were  not  confined  to  th<  irbeds 
in  the  hospital,  but  received  such  medical  treatment  as 
their  respective  cases  required . 

Published  by  order  of  the  Acting  Committee  of  the 
Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Pri- 
sons. JAMES  J.  BARCLAY,  Sec'ry  A. C. 
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nates  at  the  extreme  points  of  the  county,  viz.  the  Alle- 
gheny liver,  flowing'  southwest  to  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi, falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  Pine  Creek,  flow 
ing  southwardly  to  the  Susquehanna,  falls  into  the  Che- 
sapeake Bay;  Genesee  River,  flowing  northward  to 
Lake  Ontario,  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 


Remarks  on  the  precedins;  Table. 

The  greatest  number  of  diseases  occurred  in  August. 

The  smallest  number  in  December. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Mania-a-potu  were  164  in  the 
two  years,  being  rather  more  than  14  per  cent,  of  the 
Vvhole  number  of  diseases.  There  were  36  cases  in  the 
Spring  months,  58  in  Summer,  48  in  Autumn,  and  29 
during-  the  Winter  months. 

Fevers  compose  nearly  one-third  of  all  the  diseases, 
there  being  431  cases.  The  next  most  prevalent  dis- 
ease was  catarrh,  of  wliich  there  were  110  cases.  These 
three  make  up  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole. 


At  a  meeting  of  Councils  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Benjamin  TV.  Bichards  was  unanimously  elected  Mayor 
of  the  City,  in  place  of  Geo.  M.  Dallas,  appointed  At- 
torney General  U.  S. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  duties  paid  by  the  un- 


dersigned  Auctioneers, 

for  the  last  quarter. 

R.  F.  Allen  &  Co. 

6927 

43 

Gillingham,  Mitchell  &  Co.       \  ''■  ' "  . 

6030 

97 

Gill,  Ford  &  Co. 

4464 

07 

Jennings  &.  Thomas,  ' 

3714 

79 

Lippincott  &  Richards, 

•3695 

56 

Graham  8c  Mandeville, 

■  1238 

47 

Bowen  &  Richards, 

•  1037 

76 

Si.  Thomas, 

649 

72 

T.  B.  Freeman  &,  Son, 

354 

28 

J.  B.  Grant, 

231 

01 

S.  D.  Snger  &  Co. 

135 

7-4 

518,729  60 

Bituminous  Coal. — P.  A.  Karthaus,  Esq.  arrived  at 
this  place  a  few  days  since,  with  six  arks,  laden  with  bi- 
tuminous coal,  from  his  extensive  mines  on  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  in  (;learfield  county,  near 
the  Lycoming- line.  Specimens  of  this  coal  were  exhibi- 
ted on  the  public  ground,  in  front  of  the  capitol  on 
Wednesday  last,  for  the  examination  of  the  public,  and 
we  learn  that  it  has  been  pronounced  by  those  compe- 
tent to  judge,  to  be  of  a  superior  quality.  The  vein  or 
stratum, which  forms  thelbed,is  about  five  feet  thick.and 
it  is  said  to  cover  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  acres. 

Ilarrisliurg  Rep. 

-    '  Pittsburg,  April  10. 

Travelling,  provisions,  &c. — The  amount  of  travelling 
through  our  city,  and  the  number  of  strangers  visiting  it 
on  business,  have  been  unusually  great  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  spring.  The  Registers  of  our  hotels,  although 
imperfectly  kept,  clearly  prove  this.  1  hose  of  the  Man- 
sion House  Hotel,  and  the  Pitt.sburg  Hotel,  for  the  last 
17  days,  exhibit  an  aggregate  of  considerably  above  600 
names — the  arrivals  only  being  entered. 

PiTTSBCBG,  Pa.  in  the  application  of  capital  to  the 
production  of  manufactures  of  various  kinds,  bids  fair  to 
rival  any  city  in  the  union.  It  was  but  tlie  other  day  we 
noticed  the  fact,  that  excellent  linen  diaper  was  pro- 
duced not  inferior  to  the  best  imported,  and  we  now  see 
it  stated,  that  queensware  of  good  quality,  is  made 
there,  and  though  not  so  white  as  that  of  foreign  potte- 
ries, it  is  represented  as  stronger,  standing  tlie  fire  bet- 
ter, and  as  low  in  price  as  the  imported. 

A  steamboat  recently  launched  at  Pittsburg,  called 
"Uncle  Sam,"  is  calculated  to  carry  500  passengers, 
and  350  tons  if  cargo;  her  engine  is  of  200  horse  pow- 
er, and  she  is  said  to  be  the  largest  boat  afloat  on  the 
western  waters. 

The  Pittsburg  Mercury  says,  we  learn  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  ox'dereda  set  of  glass  for  his  table, from^Messrs. 
Bakewell,  Page,  and  Bakewell,  of  this  city. 

Summit  Level. — In  the  county  of  Potter  on  the  north 
line  of  Pennsylvania, three  small  streamsbegin  the  world 
within  a  few  miles  of  each  other,  whose  course  termi- 


We  learn  that  it  has  been  ascertained  that  "there  is  a 
route  by  which  a  rail  road  can  be  made  from  the  Tioga  ' 
river  and  Bloomsburg,  wholly  within  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania,to  connect  with  the  Susquehanna  between  Tio- 
ga  point  and  Towanda,  and  that  a  petition  by  those  in- 
terested in  the  coal  and  iron,  on  lands  in  and  about  ( 
Blossburg,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  authorising  the  \ 
incorporation  of  the  company  for  making  a  canal  or  rail-  |: 
way  down  tlie  river  to  the  state  line,  so  as  to  authorize  ll 
the  said  company  to  make  a  rail  road  within^ the  State 
to  the  Susquehanna,  for  the  transportation  of  coal,  &c.  ; 

Tioga  Phcenix.  | 

On  Saturday  morning  last,  we  were  shown  on  board  j 

the  Waverly,  by  Captain  M'Knight  with  that  politeness  || 

which  characterises  him,  Damask  Table  Cloths,  manu-  f 

factured  at  Pittsburg,  for  the  use  of  the  VVaverly,  of  the  ! 

most  beautiful  patterns  and  large  size,  which  among  ' 

other  ornaments  contained  a  perfect  likeness  of  the  [ 
Boat,  and  the  name  Waverly  in  large  handsome  and  dis- 

tinct  letters  under  it,  the  whole  raised  in  bold  relief  up-  !j 

on  the"  cloth.  Cincinnati  Adv .  || 

•  The  DelawaTe,neai^Easton, was  last  week  18  ft.  above  j 
low  water  mark.  -    '  — 

Shad. — We  understand  the  run  of  Shad  the  present 
season,  lias  been  more  plentiful  in  the  Egg  Haibour 
bay,  than  in  the  Delaware;  and  that  they  are  carted  ' 
through  the  country  from  the  shore,  and  sold  cheaper, 
than  "in  the  Philadelphia  market.  This  phenomenon,, 
if  it  may  be  termed  such,  is  attributed  to  the  unusual 
backwardness  of  the  season,  and  the  late  freshets  in  the 
Delaware.-- Corntf«2  iSVcfr. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  three  young  men,  viz: — Dan- 
iel Trislcr,  son  of  Mr.  George  Trisler,  of  Lancaster,  

Hess,  of  Paradise,  near  Lancaster,  and  Doctor  Smith, 

of  ,  were  sailing  in  a  boat  on  the  Schuylkill,  above  ; 

the  dam.    Being  unacquainted  with  the  management  I 
of  a  boat,  and  venturing  too  near,  it  was  carried  by  the  j 
current  over  the  dam. — Mr.   Hess  jumped  out  oa  the  ( 
dam,  and  was  saved  unhurt.    The  other  two  were  car- 
ried over  in  the  boat.    Mr.  Smith  was  taken  up  by 
some  fishermen  in  a  boat,  much  bruised  and  almost 
exhausted.    Mr.  Trisler  was  drowned;  much  pains  has 
been  taken  to  recover  the  body,  but  without  success.  I 
A  reward  of  $20  has  been  offered  fur  it.  j 

The  Susquehanna  rose,  last  week,  to  an  unusual  ' 
height,  and  inundated  a  portion  of  the  Kingston  an4  f 
Plymouth  fiats,  inthis  vicinity.  We  have  been  inform- 
ed that  the  river  also  overflowed  its  "banks  near  Ber- 
wick, and  filled  several  sections  of  the  canal,  which 
(being  in  an  unfinished  state)  had  little  or  no  embank- 
ment to  protect  them  fiom  this  sudden  rise  of  the  wa- 
ter.—  Wyoming  Herald.  } 

■  "  ■{  •     ■-  -  HAnnrsBCRG,  April  13. 

The  Susquehanna  is  now  8  feet  above  low  water  mark 
&  is  still  rising.  Great  numbers  of  arks  loaded  with  stone 
coal,  whiskey,  flour,  wheat,  &c.  aie  daily  passing.  Lum- 
ber of  every  kind  is  plenty  &  the  prices  reasonably  low. 

PiintKl  SATURDAY   MORNING         WILLIAM  F. 

GEDDES,  No.  59  Lucust  Stiett.  Philailflpliia;  wliere,  and  at 
Ihe  PUBLICATION  OFFICE,  IN  FRANKLIN  PLACE,  secoTid 
Joor  tuck  of  Ihe  Post  Office,  (Ijacli  room)  subsciiptions  will  be 
ihankfuMy  reci-ivtd.  Price  FIVE  DOLLARS  pel  nDniiln,  pay.iblei 
nrinuaily  by  subscribers  residing  in  or  near  Ihe  cviy,  or  where 
ihcrc  is  on  fgent.    Oiher  substribirs  pay  in  advaim. 
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CANAIi  DOCUMENTS.-"    -  ■■ 

DOCUMENTS-  RELATING  TO  THE  WESTERN  DIVISION 

No.  1.  ■ 

Report  of  Abner  Lacock,  acting  cdrnmksioncrvf  the  Wes- 
tern Division. 

To  the  Board  of  Canal  eommissloners. 

Gentlemett — The  supevintendance  of  the  line  of  ca- 
nal from  Pittsburg  to  Johnstown,  a  distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  and  the  exploration  of  the 
country  and  location  of  a  rail  road,  from  the  lalter 
point  to  Frankstown,  on  the  Junjata,  a  distance  of  about 
fifty  miles,  has  been  committed  to  my  care.  It  would 
swell  a  report  beyond  the  necessary  limits,  to  go  into  a 
detail  of  the  operations  upon  a  line  of  such  magnitude 
and  extent:  for  that  information,  the  boai^d  is  referred  to 
the  reports  of  Messrs.  Roberts,  Harris  and  Livermore, 
engineers  on  the  respective  branches  of  the  wort. 

The  whole  sum  expended  by  me,  in  the  progress  and 
construction  of  those  works,  has  amounted  to  §1,401,-/ 
391  97.  And  the  amount  of  money  received  from  the 
treasurer  of  the  canal  fund,  has  been  §1,324,609  40 — 
leaving  a  balance  in  my  favor  of  §76,782  57.  Since  my , 
last  report,  I  have  received"out  of  the  treasury  §814,- 
109  40;  and  of  tliat  sum  I  have  paid,  for  vi'ork  done"  un- 
der contracts  on  the  aqueduct,  over  the- Allegheny  Hv- 
er  at  Pittsburg,  the  tuimel  through  Grant's  Hill,  the 
lock,  embankments  and  other  works,  connected  with 
that  branch  of  the  canal,  the  sum  of  §80,868  35. 

The  e!xpenditure  upon  the  line  from  the,  Allegheny 
river,  including  the  river  lock  and  harbor,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Kiskeminetas,  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles,  is 
equal  to  §206,818  59. 

-  From  the  Allegheny  line,  including  the  aqueduct 
aeross  that  river,  and  proceeding-  up  the  Isnskeminetas, 
to  the  head  of  the  saltworks;  a  distance  of  about  twenty ' 
miles,  there  has  been  expended  §228,571  66.- 

From  the  salt  works  to  the  out-let  above  Blairsville, 
about  twenty-seven  miles,  the  sum  ofgooS, 420  17. 
The  foregoing  expenditures  do'not  include  the  seve- 
I  fal  sums  paid  for  damages;  incidental  expenses  «nd  sh- 
perintendance.    The  line  of  canal  from  the  out-let  lock 
to  Johnstown,  was  put  under  contract  on  the  20th  of 
October  last,  so  far  as  regards  the  construction  of  the  ca- 
nal, excepting  the  locks-  and  culverts.    Agreeably  to 
the  instructions  of  the  board,  proposals'vvere  invited  for 
constructing  locks  of  wood  and  stone,  on  two  plans 
pointed  out  by  the  engineer;  and,  likewise  of  stone 
locks  of  the  usual  construction.    Upon  an-  examination 
of  the  bids,  and  a  comparison  of  the  prices  proposed  for 
the  erection  of  the  different  kinds  of  locks,  it  appeared 
that  the  difference  between  the  wooden  and  stone  locks 
■Was  much  less  than  was  anticipated:  it  was  therefore 
thought  advisable  to  defer  entering  into  contracts  until 
<he  board  could  be  consulted  on  the  propriety  of  the 
Ij    course  to  be  adopted,  in  relation  to  this  subject.    As  no 
ij   estimate  has  been  made,  or  mone)'  paid  to  contractors  on 
^    this  line  of  canal,  the  amount  of  work  done  cannot  be 
stated  with  precision.    Several  contractors,  however, 
have  commenced  their  work,  and  many  hands  are  ac- 
j   tively  employed  on  the  line . 

,  The  continuation  of  high  water  until  the  season  had 
far  advanced,  retarded  the  progress  of  the  contractors 
Vol.  III.  33 


employed  in  consti'ucting  aqueducts,  dams  and  river 
locks;  nevertheless,  watei'has  been  let  into  the  canal  at 
the  salt  works,  on  the  Kiskeminetas,  fifty-five  miles 
above  ^Pittsburg,  and  carried  over  the  large  aqueduct 
across  the  Allegheny  river;  and  in  a  short  time  it  is  ex- 
pected tlie  navigation  will  be  open  to  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg. With  tlie  opening  of  this  n.ivigation,  great  and 
unceasing  exertions  have  been  made  to  extend  it  this 
fall  to- the  northern  turnpike  at  Blairsville.  The  first  es- 
timate on  this  line  of  near  thirty  miles,  was  paid  in 
March  last;  and  since  that  time  the  excavation  of  the 
entii'e  line  has  been  nearly  completed.  Three  dams 
across  the  rivej  have  been  ferected;  sixteen  stone  locks; 
an  aqueduct  of  five  arches  of  fifty-four  feet  span,  of  en- 
tii-e  stone  built,  besides  several  over  lateral  streams; 
about  crghthundredTect  of  atunnelhavebeenexcavated 
tbrpugh'a  mountain-  The  river  aqueduct  and  tunnel, 
however,  are  not  completed,  but  are  in  such  a  state  of 
forwardness,  that  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  that 
the  navigation  will  be  opened  early  in  the  spring. 

Agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  board,  Messrs. 
Roberts,  Livermore,  and  Harris,  were  directed  to  make 
an  examination-,  under  my  direction,  of  the  highest  con- 
venleat  and  practicable  point,  to  which  the  canal  should 
be  extended  up  the  Conemaugh.  To  th.at  report  you 
are  referred  in  relation  to  the  facts  connected  with  this 
subject.  Before  closing  this  report,  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
serve that  beside  the  enhancement  in  the  price  of  labor 
and  supplies,  the  contractors  have  suffered  to  some  ex- 
tent from  my  inabilit)-  in  many  instances  to  make  pay- 
ment at  the  time,  and  in  a  currency  that  would  pass 
without  Rediscount.  This  state  of  affairs  arose  from  the 
following  causes:  from  being  limited  by  law  in  drawing 
more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  covered 
by  the  responsibility  of  my  securities,  until  my  accounts 
Were  settled  at  the  treasury;  and  thus  kept  within  that 
limit;  beside  the  engineer  corps  on  a  line  of  about  160 
miles,  1  w-as  obliged  to  pay  four  or  five  estimates  every 
month,  some  of  which  amounted  to  more  than  $60,000. 
Thus  circumstanced]  and  placed  at  a  distance  from  the 
seat  of  government,  it  was  impossible  for  me  at  many 
times  to  transmit  vouchers,  and  have  my  accounts  set- 
tled at -the  treastn-y,  in  time  to  meet  my  engagements 
wljh  the  contractors; and  consequently,^!  was  frequent- 
ly obliged  to  overdraw  my  credits  in  the  banks  of  Pitts- 
burg and  M'estmoreland,  to  the  amount  of  set  enty  or 
eig-hty.  thousand.dollars,  and  make  myself  personally  li-- 
able  fur  the  same.  '  This  measure  was  cheerfully  acqui- 
esced in  by  the  officers  of  those  monied  institutions,from 
what  appe'ared  to  me  a  sincere  desire  to  lend  their  aid 
to  promote  the  impor'ant  objects  contemplated  by  the 
government.  At  length,  however,  my  drafts  were  not 
paid  at  the  treasury,  to?  the  best  reason  in  the  world, 
iaecaUse  there  was  no  money  legally  applicable  to  th& 
canal  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  Thus  situa- 
ted,  no  alternative  presented  itself  to  me,  but  either  to 
stop  the  work,  ruin  contractors  and  labourers,  and  de- 
stroy public  confidence,  or  issue  eertificates  of  debt  ta 
the  contractors:  this  I  did  without  hesitation,  to  the 
amount  of  about  150,000  dollars.  These  certificates- 
were  received  at  par  by  the  contractors,  and  redeemed 
by  the  banks  at  not  more  than  one  per  centum.  It  is 
but  fair  to  state,  that  those  embarrassments  have  arisen, 
not  from  any  neglect  or  omission  on  the  part  of  the  cou' 
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stituted  authoi'ities  of  the  state,  nor  from  their  inability 
to  meet  their  legal  engagements,  but  to  the  impossibili- 
ty of  ascertaining  with  any  thing  like  precision,  the 
amount  of  labor  to  be  done  from  month  to  month,  and 
consequently,  the  sums  that  would  be  required  to  carry 
on  the  extensive  works  now  in  operation.  But  from 
whatever  cause  those  enibarrassments  may  have  arisen, 
Jt  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  for  the  contractors  tore- 
.  ceive  a  complete  indemnity  from  the  government;  and 
1  respectfully  suggest  tlie  propriety  of  recommending 
their  case  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

A.  LACOCK,  .Icting  Cominissioner. 

No.  2.       .        .  ■ 
Report  of  Ihe.  Allegheny  and  Pine  Creek  lines,,  ht/ James 

I).  Harris,  Engineer.  , 
Estimate  of  work  remaining  to  be  done  on  the  Alleghe- 
ny line.  Western  Division,  Pennsylvania  canal. 
At  Hill-slips,  S3, 000  00 

Conveying  water  around  locks,  2,000  00 
Koads  contiguous  to  canal,  "  200  00 
Bridges,  -     '  ■  .   '     .  600  00 

Fences,         _  •  .  '    t  '  ■      "  '     ,   15,0  00  ,  ■ 
Slope  wall  adjoining  aqueducts,      100  00  - 
Painting,  -  160  00  , 

Caulking  and  pitcliing,  ,   40  00 

Puddling  and  repairs,  1,800  00 

'   , — _$8,050  00 

Estimate  of  vvoik,  remaining  to  be  done  on  the  Pine 
Creek  Line,  Westein  Division,  Pennsylvania  canal. 
This  line  includes  the  lower  aqueduct  across  the  Al- 
legheny, and  all  the  work  on  the  Pittsburg  side. 


At  Slips, 
Roads, 
Aqueducts, 
Embankments,     ■  .' 
Bridges, 

Conveying  water  around  loc 
Fences, 

Draining  inundated  land, 
•  Puddling, 
'    Wall  to  pi  otect  E..  abutment 
of  aqueduct  at  Washington 
street, 
Tunneljob, 
Lock  houses,     ,      '  . 


9, 


$5,274  50 
-1,083  50 
46,500  00 
3,200  00 
500  00 
450  00 
150  00  . 
1,500  00 
"300.  00 

•    1,200  00  . 

32,000  00 
900  00 


-g91,058  00 


$99,108  00 

The  foregoing  is  a  statement  of  work  remaining  to  be 
done  on  the  Allegheny  and  Pine  creek  lines  of  the  wes- 
tern division  of  the  Pennsylvania,  canal,  ■with  an  estimate 
of'the  cost  of  the  same. 

JAMES  D.  nAURI&i' Engineer. 

FiitsJjurg,  24f h  Nov.  i  828.  ,  _  .X 

To  the  Board of|Canal  Commission-?  -•  . 

.      ers  of  Pennsylvania.  S         -  ,    ■      -  , 

To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  (o  report  to  you  the  situation  of  the  Avork 
on  the  Allegheny  and  Pine  Creek  lines  of  the  western 
division  of  the  canal. 

The  accompanying  statement  shows  that  but-Ilttle 
remains  to  be  done  to  complete  the  Allegheny  li«e  en- 
tirely, and  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  expense  yet 
to  be  incurred  on  that  line,  is  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  water  around  the  locks.  This  is  doing  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  water  pow^er  may  be  used  to  the  best 
advantage.  1'hls,  with  the  lock  houses  was  not  estima- 
ted in  the  last  s-eport. 

The  hill-slips  have  been  removed  entirely  on  both 
lines,  where  not  too  extensive.  Where  it  was  found  too 
expensive  to  remove  the  vi'hole  mass,  the  canal  has 
been  made  much  v/ider  than  usual,  that  there  may 
be  ahvaya  srifficient  rcom  for  the  boats  to  pass.    But  as 


an  additional  security,  and  to  prevent  trouble  from  the 
earth  slipping  in  future,  which  would  be  a  serious  in- 
convenience after  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  it  will 
be  advisable  to  continue  a  force  through  the  winter  at 
the  points  where  there  are  any  indications  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  slip.  The  doing  this  however,  need  not  Intei-- 
fere  with  the  passage  of  ))oats,  should  the  season  be  suf- 
ficiently open.  An  estimate  is" made  for  puddling  and 
repairs,  under  the  expectation  that  in  "the  progress  of 
letting  in  the  water,  some  woik  of  this  description  v.-il's 
be  required.  :  _ 

The  necessity  of  moving  tlie  line  of  the  canal  into  the 
hill,  renders  it  difficult  to  make  the  road  which  runs  par- 
allel and  close  to  the  canal  for  a  considerable  distaiice, 
A'great  part  of  the  excavation  on  the  Pine  creek  line, 
was  occasioned  by  this  necessity.  The  great  breadth- 
of  base  required  for  both  canal  and  turnpike  road,  and 
the  hill  being  steep,  the  depth  of  cutting  was  increased 
in  a  great  ratio.  This,  together  with  the  slipping  cha- 
racter of  the  ground,  makes  it  troublesome  and  expen- 
sive to  constriict  both  canal  and  road  between  the  hiH 
and  the  river,  and  has  tended  much  to  swell  the  cost  of 
the  Pine  creek  Hue.  ■ 

In  laying  the  formation  of  the  out-iet  lock  and  pier 
head  in  Allegheny-town,  great  difficulty  was  experien- 
ced from  the  influx  of  the  water  through  a  loose  bed  of 
gravel,  of  which  the  bottom  consisted.  The  length  of 
masonry  was  220  feet,.which  was  sunk  7  feet  below  low 
water  of  the  riverj  and  the  harbor  fifty  feet  in  breadth, 
and  in  length  120feeti  was  excavated  to  the  depth  of  4 
feet  below  low  water.  Much  of  the  labour  of  men  and 
horses  had  to  be  expended  in  pumping,  which  forms  a 
large  item  of  the  cost  of  this  work. 

-i'bat  part  of  the  canal  extending  across  the  Allegheny 
through  Grant's  hill  to  the  Moivongahela,  is  in  a  state  of 
forwardness  proportioned  to  tlie  magnitude  of  the  work. 
The  abutments  and  three  of  the  piers  of  the  aqueduct 
over,  the  rlvei- are  raised  nearly  to  the  full  height;  the 
remaining  three  piers  are  raised  so  high^  as  to  be  out  of 
dan^-er  of  inj.ury.  A  great  part  of  the  superstructure  is 
prepared;  read}  to  set  up,  and  the  securing  the  foun- 
dations of  the  abutments  and  piers  is  going  forward.— 
The  work  done  at  the  tunnel  and  lock  contract  during 
the  summer,has  been  chiefly  confined  to  the  locks.  The 
out-let  lock-at  the  mouth  of  Suke's  run  is  built  to  the 
height  of  the  lift;  the  stone  work  of  the  three  remaining 
ii  nearlv  finished,  and  the  gates  framed.  The  tunnel 
for  the  length  of  85  feet  at  each  end  has  been  cut  down 
to  bottom.  The  arching  of  this  distance  and  filling  above 
the  arch  is  going  on,  and  the  tunnelling  about  to  be  re- 
commenced. ,  •  I 

The  tunnelling  proves  to  be  difficult.  The  material 
of  which  the  hill  consists  being  so  hard  as  to  require 
blasting,  but  not  sufficiently  firm  to  stand  without  arch- 
ing, 'i  he  main  exertion  of  the  contractors  will  now  be 
directed  to  the  completing  the  tunnel,  and  it  may  be 
expected  that  a  correspondent  progress  will  be  made. 
\  .  ,  Kespectfullv  submitted, 

JAS.  T>./RKKRIS,  Engineer. 

Prttsbiirg,  24th  Nov.  1828. 

:    .      No.  3. 

Report  on  the  Kiskeminetas  and  Conemaugh  lines,  by 

Jllomo  Livcrmore.,  engineer,  including  estimates,  &c. 
To  the  Board  of  Canal  Comifiissionei-s  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen,  • 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  Gen.  Lacock,  the 
acting  commissioner,  I  herewith  give  a  statement  of  the  ^ 
present  state  and  progress  of  the  work,  upon  the  Kiske-  I 
minetas  and  Conemaugh  line  of  canal  under  my  super-  [ 
intendance,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  work  to  be  I 
done  before  completion.-  | 

The  amount  of  work  yet  remainmg  is  calculated_by  i 
the  several  assistant  engineers,  upon  their  respective 
lines,  and  comprehends  all  items  contracted  for,  with  a  I 
liberal  allowance  for  hill-slips,  and  other  contingencies,  j 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  amount  which  this  cana!  I 


CANAL  DOCUMENTS. 


250 


will  have  cost  when  compTeted,wiIl  exceed  the  estimate 
of  last  season  the  sum  of  §117,000. 

Many  causes  have  combined  to  produce  this  increase 
of  expenditure.  In  the  first  place  enormous  slips  have 
come  into  tlie  canal  and  lock  pits;  in  one  instance  at 
guard  lock  No  3,  lift  No.  4,  and  canal  adjoining,  the  in- 
crease of  the  excavation  by  this  cause,  will  not  cost  less 
than  g20,000.  It  is  worthy-of  remark,  that  should  a  ca- 
nal have  been  adopted  instead  of  slack-water  navig-ation 
for  the  first  three  miles  of  this  line,  the  slips  which 
would  have  occurred,  added  to  the  natural  jexpense, 
v/ould  increase  the  cost'to  not  less  than  $40,000  per 
mile,  thereby  saving  in  this  instance  by  slackwater  to 
the  amount  of  75,000  dollars.  Indeed  it  would  be  found, 
whenever  this  kind  of  navigation  is  adopted,  either  on 
this  or  the  Kiskeminetas  line,  that  prodigious  expen- 
ses have  been  saved  by  avoiding"the  foregoing- difficul- 
ties. 

It  was  my  opinion  last  season, as  well  as  of  others  better 
acquainted  with  the  country,  that  the  incidents  attend- 
ant upon  the  above  will  be  triflings  both  upon  this  and 
the  Kiskeminetas  line.  Sly  calculations  have  come  fal- 
si) ort  of  the  amount  of  actual  cost  in  these  cases.  -When- 
ever the  base  of  the  hill  has  been  disturbed  by  the  for- 
mation of  the  canal,  without  exception  the  whole  body 
of  loose  rock  and  earth  has  come  in  from  the  front  of 
the  hill,  and  in  many  cases  swelled"  the  amount  of  the 
excavation  to  more  thanxlouble  what  v/as  calculated.— 
The  principal  sections  where  these  difficulties  have  oc- 
curred are  Nos.  87,  92,  93;  94,  97,  98,  111  and  112.  In 
some  instances  the  towing  path  has  slid  from  its  base, 
and  a  further  excavation  into  the  solid  rocklo  secure  a 
permanent  foundationTbr  the  banks. 

The  expense  upon  sections" Nos.  Ill,  112,  118  and 
119,  will  be  increased  by  a  removal  farther,  into  the  sol- 
id rock,  owing  to  the  confined  situation  in  which  the 
river  flows,  which  would  endanger  the  banks,  if  made 
higher  and  of  clay  embankment. 

There  is  an  additional  expense  upon  the  aqueducts  of 
§27,000.  The  original  contract  for  the  aqueduct  ac- 
cross  Bleckley's  creek,  was  forfeited  and  a  higher  price 
given.  The  foundation  of  this  and  Stony  run  was  also 
more  expensive  than  estimated.  An  aqueduct  over 
Mill  creek  has  been  built  where  a  culvert  was  intended. 
The  great  increase  is  upon  the  stone  aqiieduct  over  the 
•Conemaugh.  This  was  originally  estimated  at  g28,000, 
the  amount  of  the  stone  work  was  expected  to  be  about 
4,750  perches,  and  was  soon  after  eontracted  for  at  $5  75 
per  perch,  which  would  have  come  to  more  than  the 
estimate.  It  was  found  in  laying  out  the- work  that  the 
intended  length  would  not  be  sufficient  to  secure  tlie 
abutments,  from  ice  and  driftwood;  an  additional  length 
was  added,  consequently  an-  increase  of  the  number  of 
perches.  It  was  found  that  the  contractor  wlia- first 
took  this  job,  had  not  a  sufficient  price  for  the  work  to 
can-yon  with  that  vigor  that  was  necessary.  They  had 
already  expended  their  private  funds,  (as  I  understand 
to  the  amount  of  §2,000,)  and  involved  the;i)selves  con* 
siderably  in  debt,  which  made  it  necessary -for -them  t6 
give  up  the  contract.  '  v 

A  much  greater  price  was  requisite  to  carry  on  the 
work,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season,  than  would 
have  done  in  the  first  instance. 

1  he  cost  of  this  work  will  nearly  ^eqiial-the  sum  of 
$50,000. 

Additional  expenses  have  been-put  upon  the  -dams, 
by  substituting  iron  instead  of  wooden  pins,  increasing 
the  thickness  of  the  plank,- adding  more  stone  and  wood 
work  to  the  abutments,  and  facing  the  breast  with  two 
inch  plank. 

The  expense  of  waste  wiers  is  included  in  this  estimate 
and  was  before  not  calculated. 

The  foregoing  items  make  up  the  most  of  the  increas- 
ed cost  of  the  canal  in  comparison  v/ith  the  last  year's 
estimate. 

The  following  work,  or  extension  has  been  added 
since  last  season,  sections  No.  124  and  125  a  piece  of 


canal  adjoining  of  six  chains  an  out  let  lock  No.  17  of 
10  feet  lift,  a  towing  path,  bridge  and  culvert,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  $19,000.  .  . 

A  few  general  remarks  remain  to  be  made.  This  line 
of  25  miles  in  extent,  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  forward 
state.  Many  difficulties  have  been  encountered  which 
materially  retarded  the  work;  scarcity  of  hands  exis'ted 
in  the  best  part  of  the  last  season.  The  weather  has 
been  unusually  wet,  not  a  month  has  passed  without  a. 
considerable  i-ise  in  the  river.  This  has  been  particu^ 
lai'ly  unfortunate  for  the  contractors  of  dams.  They 
are  now,  however,  nearly  secured;  a  small  rise  of  about 
3  feet  in  the  river  took  place  a  few  days  since,  the  dams 
were  filled,  and  the  w.ater  passed  over  without  doing 
any  injury.  If  three  weeks  of  good  weather  continue, 
they  can  be  secured  from  danger. 

7'he  arches  of  the  stone  aqueduct,  will  be  closed  in 
about  fifteen  days;  the  upper  works  can  be  done  by  the 
time  wanted. 

The  tunnel  is  excavated  upwards  of  700  feet,  and  can 
be  easily  finished  during  the  winter. 

I  feel  confident,  if  no  material  accident  happens  to 
any  of  the  works,  that  the  canal  will  be  ready  for  the 
Water  by  the  opening  of  the  spring. 

A  g-reat  proportion  of  the  section  and  locks,  will  be 
finished  by  the  next  estimate. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuljy  submitted, 

-  ALONZO  LIVERMOORE,  Engineer. 

Canal  line,  Nov.  27th,  1828. 

Total  amount  of  work  to  be. done  at  the  estimate  of 
November  10th,  1828.    gl20,415  97. 

-,  ^-      ■     A;  LIVERMOORE,  I^n^/?J«r. 


No.  4. 

''  JESTUtATE  OF  THE  COST  OF  tlGONIEB  lIlfF.. 

Report  and  Estimate  on  the  Ligonier  line  from  Blairsville 

to  Johnstown:  by- James  D.  Harris,  Engineer. 

Excense  of -sections', ,     •     '.                 §171,150  95 

142,067  25 
52,800  00 

■  -      6,815  00 

39,288  00 

•  •     1,500  00 

,  -   '  11,000  00 

6,700  00 

-  .■  7,650  00 

■■    8,700  00 

■  •■      6,000  00 

1,260  00 


do. 

Locks,         -    '•■  . 

do. 

Aqueducts,     •  ' 

do. 

Culverts,         • .' . 

do. 

Dams, 

do. 

Guard  gate. 

do. 

Waste  wiers. 

do. 

Tow-path  bridges, 

do. 

Bridge  over  canal,  • 

do. 

Lock  houses,  • 

do. 

Fence,           '  '  > 

do. 

Road, 

Cost  of  28  miles,  52  chains,  ' 

Add  10  per  centum  for  contingencies, 


$454,921  21 
45,292  42 

?500,413  33' 


The  foregoing  is  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of 
28  miles  and  52  chains  of  canal,  ending  at  Johnstown, 
and  including  a  basin  and  harbour  at  that  place. 

From  inspecting  the  proposals  for  locks  given  at  the 
letting,  it  appears  that  no  material  saving  in  the  first 
cost,  will  eventuate  in  the  construction  of  wooden  locks 
instead  of  stone;  and  in  consequence  no  lock  contracts 
have  been  entered  into,  the  estimates  are  made  for  stone 
locks. 

The  plans  and  specifications  exhibited  were:  First, 
for  the  immersed  or  crib  lock.  This  lock  was  to  be 
built  of  square  timber,  in  the  manner  of  crib-work,  and 
planked  next  the  chamber;  the  crib-work  to  extend 
from  the  head  of  the  lock  to  the  lower  gates,  and  to  be 
filled  in  with  stone,  but  left  open  enough  to  allow  the 
water  to  pass  around  the  head  of  the  lock,  tl^irough  and 
among  the  stone  and  timber,  as  far  as  the  crib-work  ex- 
tends. These  to  be  secured  by  sh«etpiling,  and  pud- 
dled to  the  end  of  the  wings,  to  prevent  the  water  pas- 
sing outside  of  the  lock  farther  than  the  end  of  the  crib- 
woik.  From  the  lower  gates  to  the  end  of  the  wings, 
the  walls  to  be  built  of  stone,  as  in  stone  locks. 
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2d.  For  locks  built  of  rough  stane  laid  in  moftar.  To 
be  planked  next  the  chamber,  on  timbers  built  into  and 
bolted  to  the  wall;  the  walls  to  be  of  the  usual  size  of 
stone  locks.  This  kind  of  work  to  extend  from  the  head 
of  the  lock  to  the  lower  gates.  Below  tliat  to  be  built 
of  stone  in  the  usual  way :  upon  those  two  plans,  both 
mitre  sills  and  the  upper  hollow  quoins  to  be  of  wood. 

3d.  For  stone  locks  entire,  as  they  haye  been  usually 
built  on  the  western  division. 

It  is  thought  best  to  build  the  part  of  the  lock  below 
the  lower  gates  of  stone  in  all  cases,  as  the  water  could 
never  be  more  than  four  feet  in  that  part.  It  would 
therefore  be  subject  to  decay ^o  iapidly,that  the  interest 
of  the  difference  in  the  cost  betw  een  wood  and  stone, 
would  not  compensate  for  the  inconvenience  of  frequent 
repairs. 

The  foundation  and  the  lock, culvert  and  paddlegates, 
are  the  same  on  the  three  plans,  except  that  fewer  foun- 
dation timbers  are  required  for  the  crib  lock  than  for 
cither  of  the  others. 
_  Tiie  expediency  of  adopting  the  fi-ame  lock  was  con- 
sidered of,  but  it  was  thought  odjectionablo,  particularly 
for  heavy  lifts,  and  in  all  cases  'where  tlie  wall  must  be 
high  as  the  timbers  must  either  be  -exposed  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  weather  for  most  part  of  the  heigh  t,  or  be 
surrounded  by  a  bank  of  earth  which  this  kind  of  lock, 
from  the  nature  of  its  construction,  is  illy,  calculated  to 
sustain.  In  either  case,  the  timbers  would  be  liable  to 
decay  quickly.  Filling  in  the  frame  with  stone,  and 
surrounding  the  timbers  with  water  as  in  the  crib  lock, 
might  ansv.-erthe  purpose,  but.it  would  be  more  expen- 
sive than  the  crib  lock  without  possessing  any  advantage. 

I  would  observe  that  the  materials  for  stone  locks-are 
abundant  and  very  convenient  almost  the  whok  length 
of  the  line,  timber  in  the  neighbourhood  is  g;enerally  of 
an  inferior  kind.  ~  . 

The  estimates  of  the  sections,  aqueducts  and  dams, 
are  made  out  at  the  contract  prices,  except  where  mark- 
ed "no  contract."  Iso  contracts  having  been  made  for 
any  otlier  part  of  the  work,  the  estimates  have  been 
made  out  at  such  prices  as  it  is  supposed  it  might  be 
done  for. 

Preparations  are  making  generally  on  the  line  as  far 
as  let,  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work.  Many 
sections  are  already  commenced.  ^ 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  D.  HARRIS,  Engineer. 
To  the  Board  of  canal  Commissioners 
;    ■         -  (f  Pennsylvania.    <        ,.  ' 

-    November  '25th  3  828. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THR  FHILAEEL- 
PHIA  ORPHAN  SOCIETY. 

The  fourteenth  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Orphan 
Society  was  held  at  the  Masonic  H;dl,  in  Chesnut  street, 
on  the  6th  Jan.  1829.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Livingston  gave  an 
appropriate  Address,  and  read  the  following  Report: 

The  duty  of  presenting  this  hapjiy  family  of  protected 
Orphans  to  their  generous  patrons,  is  anniially  a  source 
of  grateful  pleasure  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  who  have 
ever  had  occasion  to  proclaim  the  beneficent -care of 
Him  who  ruleth  over  the  whole  universe,  and  hath  visi- 
ted this  little  household  with  unceasing  mercy.  Noton- 
)y  in  seasons  of  unclouded  prosperity  have  they  been 
permitted  to  make  this  acknowledg-meni,  but  atthe 
close  of  a  year  of  unusual  trials,  are  more  deeply  im- 
pressed by  its  manifestation.  During  the  summer-and 
autumn  of  the  past  year,  when  the  prevalence  of  inter- 
mittent fever  was  experienced  in  all  the  western  dis- 
tricts of  our  city,  the  Orphan  Asylum  was  the  scene  of 
much  suffering.  Of  its  inmates,  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  persons,  scarcely  an  individual  escaped 
the  disease,  yet  was  it  mitigated  by  unremitting  care,  by 
skilful  medical  attendance,  and  by  those  little  domestic 
comforts  which  assuage  the  severity  of  pain,  and  keep 
off  the  sterner  evils  of  life.  Those  who  visited  the  Asy- 
|i|ril  during  this  period,  can  testify  l.o>v  faithfully  aaid 


affectionately  each  membei^  of  the  family  perfonned 
their  duty.  The  Matron  and  Teacher  were  themselves 
invalids,  but  sought  no  exemption  from  the  charge  of 
the  nursery  and  school-room  on  that  account.  The 
watchfulness  of  a  mother  could  not  be  more  alert,  nor 
kindness  more  equally  divided -among  the  numerous 
claimants.  The  blessing  of  Provid.erice  has  crowned  ! 
these  labours,  and  liealth  is  again  restored  throughout 
the  family.  The,  order  and  neatness,  which  have  been 
a  theme  of  praise  to  its  admiring  visiters,  still  distinguish: 
the  regulation  of  the  house.  . 

Eighteen  cliildren  have  been  admitted  during  the 
year;  one, died  on  the  1st  inst. — the  only  death  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  Asylum  since  February  1825,  and 
eight  have  been  bound  out.  The  number  now  within 
the  Asylum  is  one  hundred  and  five.  The  Board  are 
frequently  interested  by  the  sensibility  of  those  who 
bring  tliese  helpless  infants  to  the  Institution.  They 
have  perhaps  just  witnessed  the  death-bed  of  a  widow- 
ed mother,  whose  wretchedness  and  poverty  had  no 
other  refuge  tlian  the  grave,  and  whose  only  consola- 
tion in  leaving  hertender  offspring  in  this  hard  world, 
friendless  and  unprotected,  was  the  hope  that  they 
might  be  rescued  fi-om  penury  and  vice  within  the  walls 
of  this  Asylum.  Blessings  and,  tears  of  gratitude  often 
flow  together  from  their  full  hearts,  as  they  express  the 
wish,  that  should  they  too  be  called  away,  some  kind 
friend  may  be  near  to  cluim  the  same  shelter  for  theip 
children.  - 

'Ihe-Board  consider  the  duties  of  the  Binding  Conv 
mittee  the  most  arduous,  and  most  liable  to  disappoint- 
ment.  Though  they  have  generally  been  more  fortu- 
nate in  procuring  good  places,  and  finding  their  cares- 
rewarded  by  the  conduct  of  both  masters  and  children, 
in  some  instances  they  have  been  obliged  to  interfere, 
and  have  indentures  transferred,  on  account  of  the  non- 
performance of  these  duties.  -The  waywardness  of 
children  may  fi-equeiitly^  require  discipline  and  habitual 
strictness,  but  can  afford  no  apology  for  cruelty  or  tola5 
neglect;  nor  should  those  who  assume  'the  responsibili- 
ty of  masters  and  protectors  to  orphan  children,  use 
them  otherwise  than  mercifully  and  justly. 

The  girls  retained  in  the  Asylum  have  invariably  an- 
^swered  the- expectations  of  the  Board.  They  live  in 
the  interchange  of  those  affections  which  grow  up  and 
are  cherished  in  a  parental  home;  many  have  comple- 
ted their  apprenticeship,  who  fi-equently  visit  the  Asy- 
lum from  attachment  4o  the  companions  of  their  child- 
hood and  gratitude  to  their  protectors. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the'Treasurer's  report,  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  Annual  Subscription  is  |456;  expended  by 
the  Purchasing  Committee  for  maintaining  the  family, 
53290;  balance  in.  the  Treasury,  S37  83.  The  amount 
of  expenditure  this  year  is  greater  than  on  several  pre- 
ceding ones,  but  only  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  family;  and  the  Board  regret  to  say,  their  funds 
have  been  inadequate  to  meet  all  their  expenses,  not- 
withstanding the  most  vigilant  economy  in  the  purchase 
and  use  of  every  article  provided  for  the  Institution. 
Bills  to  the  amount  of  329  dollars  remain  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  receipts  of  the  next  year.  Again  they  call  on  their 
friends  to  ''be  not  weary  in  well-donig,"  to  observe  how 
small  a  sum  is  derived  from  Annual  Subscribers,and  how 
great  a  charity  depends  on  their  support. 

With  th.is  representation,  the  Board  confidently  trust 
that  not  one  houseless  orphan  will  be  denied  a  home, 
nor  one  patron  withdraw  their  succour  from  those  who 
have  none  else  to  help  them. 

The  Orphan  Society  of  Philadelphia  in  Account  with  the 
Treasurer,  froni  January  1st,  1828,  to  December  31st, 
1828. 

1828.  ^  DR. 

To  cash  paid  Purchasing  Committee,  and  ex- 
pended by  them  in  support  of  the  Asylum,  §3,290  00 
To  cash,  premium  of  Insurance,  25  00 

To  ca.sh,  rejjairs  of  real  estate,  289  55 

To  cash,  water  rents  and  taxes,  132  ^0 
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To  casli,  purclwse  of  stocks,  6,208  00 

To  cash,  freedom  fees,  40  00 

To  cash,  incidental  expenses,  24  00 

To  Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Sr  83 


-  iS10,04r  08 
1828.  CR. 

By  balance  from  182/,  .  5!81  17 

By  cash,  annual  subscriptions,  .  456  00 

By  cash,  life  subscriptions  and  donations,  240  00 

By  cash,  dividends  on  stocks,  -     2,109  78 

By  cash,  rent  of  Willis' house,     ,  , ,  ■  635  56 

By  casli,  g-round  rents,     "         .   '  •  '  '      24  87 

By  cash,  charity-box  and  collections,  '     '  '  .       34  97 

By  cash,  binding  fees  from  Mr.  Chribtian,  .            7  00 

■By  cash,  legacies,  5,765  00 

By  cash.  United  States'  stock  paid  off,  500  00 
By  cash,  nett  proceeds  of  sale  of  children's 

work,  .       ,157  93 

By  cash,  fines  on  the  managers,  ,  ■         15  00 

By  cash,  sale  of  articles  af  Asylum,    '.-   •  "*      19  80 


>         •  §10,047  08 

y^.  'E.— PliiladdpJila,  Dec.  3i, -1828. 

Examined  hj  the  Committee  and  found  to  be  correct. 
-piSHOF  WI-IITE. 

The  beautiful  and  just  paneg'yric  on  Archbislrop  Ch-e- 
verus,  copied  from  the  Christian  Examiner,  has  awa- 
kened our  attention  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  ven- 
erable age  of  another  eminent  prelate,  a  native  and  res- 
ident of  Philadelphia,  whom  all  hearts  and  mouths  equal- 
ly conspire  to  honour.  We  allude  to  the  truly  pious, 
learned  and  benign.  Dr.  TFhite,  first  Bishop  of  the  A- 
merican  Episcopal  Church,now  in  his  82d  year,  to  which 
he  attained  on  Tuesday  se'nnight.  He  was  born  on  the 
24th  March,  1747,  (O.  S.);  educated  in  the  College.the 
present  University  of  Pennsylvania.;  and  graduated  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  with  the  credit  due  to  sound  tal- 
ents and  conscientious  diligence.  Towards  the  end  of 
1770,  being  then  in  his  22d  year,  he  repaired  to  Eng- 
land for  holy  orders,  and  was'therg  ordained  a  Deacon, 
in  December,  of  the  same  year,  and  Priest,  in  April, 
1772.  _  In  the  following  autumn,  be  retul-ned  to  Phila- 
delphia, where,  in  a  few  months,  he  was  chosen  an  as- 
sistant minister  in  the  churehes  with"  which  he  hasbeen 
ever  since  parochially  connected.  - 

It  is  stated  in  a  reepeetable  publication,  that  he  was 
chaplam  to  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  in  1776.  This,  we  believe,  is  a  mis- 
take. He  was  indeed  appointed  to  that  office,  and  ac- 
cepted it,  at  a  very  critical  period,  after  the  British  for- 
ces entered  Philadelphia,  and  before  intelligence  vvas^ 
received  of  Burgoyne's  defeat  and  surrender,  by  which, 
when  known,  hope  was  revived  in  the  public  mind.  Qn 
the  removal  of  the  Federal  Congress,  under  our  pre- 
sent Constitution,  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  he 
became  one  of  the  two  Chaplains  of  that  body,  and  con- 
tinued to  oflSclate  for  it  until  the  translation  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  Washington;  from  1790  to  1801. 

In  April,  1779,  he  was  elected  Rector"  of  Christ's 
Church  and  St.  Peter's,  in  whicli  station,  and  that  of 
St.  James's,  grown  out  of  the  other  two,  he  still  flour- 
ishes, and  will,  we  trust,  long  remain  for  the  edification 
and  reverence  of  the  faithful.  After  the  severance  of 
the  Episcopal  congregation  from  the  English  hierarchy, 
circumstances  indicated  or  specially  called  him  to  give 
a  beginning  to  the  organization  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
as  an  independent  communion.  With  the  favor  of  Pro- 
vidence and  the  aid  of  a  few  of  his  reverend  brethren, 
and  some  estimable  lay-members  of  the  church,  he  was 
phiefly  instrumental  in  producing  the  convention  of  cler- 
ical and  lay  deputies  from  the  greater  number  of  the 
Slates,  which  met  in  September  1785,  and  of  which  he 
acted  as  President.  The  consequent  correspondence 
with  the  prelates  of  the  English  Church  having  been 


successful,  he  was  elected,  in  September,  1786,  Bishop 
of  the  church  in  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after,  he  procee- 
ded to-  England  for  consecration,  being  accompanied  by 
his  friend  Dr.  Provost,  who  went  under  a  similar  com- 
mission froin  New  York.  On  the  4ih  of  February,  1787, 
the  two  American  divines  were-consecrated  in  the  cha- 
pel of  the  palace  of  Lambeth,  by  Dr.  John  Moore,  then 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  assisted  by  Dr.  William 
Markham,  Archbishop  of  York,  Dr.  Charles  Moss,  Bish- 
op of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  Dr.  John  llinchliff.  Bishop 
of  Peterborough.  They  speedily  returned  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  exercise  their  hallowed-  and  efficacious 
ministry.    Dr.  Provost  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature. 

Bishop  White  has  been  a  member  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  ever  since  its  formation  by  a 
union  of  two  societies,  into  one  of  which  he  had  been 
chosen  in  his  youth.  For  some  years,  he  held  the  office 
of  one  of  its  Vice  Presidents;  of  the  College,  now  the 
University,  he  has  served  in  the  [capacity  of  Trustee 
since  May  1784,  having  in  some  sort  succeeded  his  res- 
pectable father,  who  resigned  his  seat  at  the  Board  of 
Trustees  from  indisposition,  when  the  distinguished|son 
was  in  England.  Dr.  White's  presidency  of  the  Dis- 
pensary dates  from  the  foundation  of  that  charity,  in 
1786.  He  has,  likewise,  constantly  occupied  the  post 
of  President  of  tlie  Prison  Society,  the  Magdalen  So- 
ciety, the  old  Sunday  School  Society,  the  Philadelphia 
.Bible  Soclet}',  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Society  for  the 
Advaiicement  of  Christianity  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Gen- 
eral, Theological  Seminary  located  in  New  York,  the 
General  Missionary  Society,  the  Education  Society  for 
the  aid  of  pious  youths  aspiring  to  the  Ministry,  &c.  He 
had  an  important  shaVe  in  organizing  all  the  institutions, 
which  we  have  thus  mentioned,  exceptthe  College,  and 
in  the  concern  of  this,  he  has  exerted  himself  with  zeal 
for  more  than  the  half  of  a  century.  We  have  designa- 
ted the  many  institutions,  learned,  charitable,  or  reli- 
gious, with  which  he  has,  been  so  long-  and  prominent- 
ly connected,  in  order  to  illustrate  the'  force  and  stead-  , 
fastness  of  his  public  and  benevolent  spirit,  and  the  esti-. 
mation  in  which  his  fellow  citizens  have  invariably  held 
his  name,  dignity,  and  services.  ' 

,Dr.  White  is  a  voluminous  and  successful  author.  It 
is  not  in  our  power  to  furnish  a  list  of  his  many  able  ad- 
dresses to  ecclesiastical  conventions,  recorded  on  their 
journals,  and  his  various  anonymous  essays  in  periodical 
publications,  intended  principally  for  students  in  theolo- 
gy. But  we  may  cite  the  principal  works  which  he  is- 
sued in  his  name,  or  which  were  received  at  first  as  from 
his  pen.  His  first  publication  of  the  kind,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  sermon,  was  a  pamplilet  entitled  "The  case 
of -the  Episcopal  Churches  Considered,"  which  appear- 
ed in  the  summer  of  1782,  a  few  days  before  the  pros- 
pect opened  of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  Revolutiona- 
ry War.  Its  design  was  the  adoption  of  measures  f»r 
the  continuance  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Worship,  to 
b£  considered  as  provisional  until  Episcopacy  could  be 
obtained.  The  others  we  shall  mention  in  the  follow- 
ing-order! 

"Lectures  on  the  Catechism  of  the  Protestant  Episcp- 
pal  Church,  with  supplementary  Lectures;  one  on  the 
Ministry  and  the  other  on  the  Public  Service;  and  Dis- 
sertations on  select  subjects  in  the  Lectures;  published 
in  1812,  in  1  vol.  8vo. 

"Comparative  View  of  the  Controversy  between  the 
Calvanists  and  the  Armenians"— published  in  1817,  in  2 
vs.  8vo. 

"An  Essay  containing  Objections  against  the  Position 
of  a  personal  Assurance  of  the  Pardon  of  Sin;-— publish- 
ed first  anonymously,  and  afterwards  under  the  name  of 
the  author,  with  Notes  occasioned  by  a  Reply— in  1817. 

"Memoirs  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
U.  States— -published  in  1820,  in  1  vol.  8vo." 

Besides  two  episcopal  charges.  Bishop  White  has 
published  ten  valuable  sermons,  which  were  delivered 
on  special  occasions.  With  some  of  them,  as  well  as 
two  of  his  greater  works,  we  are  ourselves  acquainted; 
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and  we  know  the  impressions  vvhicli  have  been  made  up- 
on the  minds  of  competent  jadg-es  who  have  read  them 
all.  Strong',  sag-acious  sense,  extensive  and  exact  eru- 
dition, lucid  order,'  terse  diction,  orthodox  yet  hberal 
principles.and  feeling-Sja  ruling' desire  to  serve  tlie  cause 
of  truth  and  salvation,  are  the  chief  traits  of  his  writings, 
and  have  uniformly  characterised  his  labors  for  the  pul- 
pit. Asa  pre:icher  his  delivery  has  been  grave  without 
dismalness,  and  impressive  without  ostentation  :  as  a  pas- 
tor he  has  set  that  example  of  vigilance  and  ze.al,  tem- 
pered by  kindiiess,  courtesy,  and  consideration  .for  hu- 
man infirmity,  which  rarely  fails  to  conciliate  general 
love  and  deference,  and  to  prove  mor^  cogent  than  aus- 
tere, inquisitorial  and  importunate  activity. 

In  the  administration  of  his  diocese,  he  has  never 
shrunk  from  any  fatigue  or  sacrifice  expedient  for  Its 
welfare;  and  it  is  not  unknown  how  much  a  diocesan, 
in  our  country,  must  undergo  beyofSd  the  toils  and  vex- 
ations of  European  prelateship.  Nor  has  he  been  less 
remarkable  for  tender  and  enlightened  solicitude  and 
wholesome  counsel  and  concurrence,  with  regard  to  the 
main  government  and  interests  of  the  excellent  Church 
which  acknowledges  him  as  its  patriarch. 

The  person  of  Bishop  White  bears  the  traces  of  years, 
but  his  mind  and  heart  retain  theirpeculiar  qualities  and 
treasures.  He  pursues  and  enjo3's  the  studies  and  duties 
of  his  meridian  manhood;  he  has  not  lost  his  relish  for 
social  intercourse  and  elegant  pleasures;  domestic  sym- 
pathies he  cherishes  and  reciprocates  with  a  genial  and 
bland  paternity,  which,  even  in  the  stranger  who  wit- 
nesses this  mellowness  of  the  pure  affections,-  excites 
sentiments  towards  him  only  less  vivid  than  Ihose  by 
■which  his  many  near  and  most  worthy  kindred  and 
friends  are  habitually  animated.  AVe  have  perliaps  al- 
ready gone  too  far  for  the  modesty  of  a  living  model, 
who  has  probably  been  as  severe  to  himself  as  indulg-ent 
to  the  imperfections  and  generous  to  tlie  merits  of  oth- 
ers; who  deems  this  earthly  career  a  devious  course  tit 
best, — merely  a  state  of  discipline  preparatory  to  a 
sphere  of  much  nobler,  higher  and  happier  agency. 
Our  apology  is,  that  we  were  unable  to  resist  the  temp- 
tation of  using  the  authentic  biographical  memoranda  in 
our  hands,  for  a  tribute  which  appeared  alike  oppor- 
tune and  just,  though  certainly  inadequate.  It  is  said 
that  praise  to  the  deserving-  dead  cannot  be  withholden 
without  unthankfulness;  nor  without  farther  culpabihty 
when  it  may  serve  as  exhortation  and  encouragement  to 
survivors  and  future  generations.  If  the  mere  cursoiy 
notice  of  rectitude  and  usefulness,  which  fortunately  are 
not  yet  consigned  to  the  tomb,  can  be  supposed  likely 
to  have  the  same  effects,  the  same  doctrine  is  applica- 
ble to  this  case,  and  we  should  sin  against  gratitude  and 
patriotism  by  remaining  silent..  .  >    .  ^  j.    Nat.  Gaz. 

Mr.  PouEsoN, — In  your  pubfication  of  this  morning 
(taken  from  the  National  Gazette,)  concerning  Bishop 
White,  there  is  a  gross  error  respecting-  his  age.  It  is 
there  stated  that  "he  was  born  March  24th,  1747',  O.  S. 
It  is  afterwards  said,  that  toward  the  end  of  1770,  being 
then  in  his  22d  year,  he  repaired  to  England  for  Holy 
Orders,  Sec."  From  the  above  it  would  follow,  that  he 
was  23  years  old  March  24th  1770,  of  course  towards 
the  end  of  1770,  he  must  have  been  in  his  24th,  instead 
of  his  22d  year. 

I  would  correct  the  error  thus — The  style  was  alter- 
ed in  1752,  and  It  had  been  a  custom  (which  was  long- 
continued)  to  designate  the  year  from  .Jan.  1st,  to  March 
25th,  by  two  figures,  thus  1747-8.  If  Bishop  White  was 
born  March  24th;  1747,  O.  S.  this  answers  according  to 
the  mode  in  practice  of  those  days,  to  M^irch  24th 
1747.-8,  or  to  our  April  4th  1748,  of  course  in  the  latter 
end  of  1770,  he  must  have  been  in  his  23d  year. 

It  is  of  some  consequence  to  have  this  error  corrected 
at  present,  as  the  publication  will  doubtless  be  copied 
into  many  other  papers,  and  may  lead,  by  comparison 
with  other  circumstances,  to  some  confusion  in  future 
dates.  J.  S. 

April  10th,  1829. 


REPORT  OF    COMMITTEE  ON  VICE  AND 
IMMORALITY. 

House  of  Representatives  ^pirl  Wth. 
Mr.  Duncan,  from  the  committee  on  vice  and  immor- 
ality, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  many  in- 
habitants of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing for  legislative  aid  to  check  the  progress  of  intempe- 
rance, made 

REPORT. 

That  the  committee  have  attentively  examined  the 
subject,  and  sincerely  sympathise  with  the  memorialists, 
in  their  anxiety  to  remedy  an  evil  which  is  becoming 
daily  more  appalling-  in  its  consequences;  has  already 
affixed  a  .stain  on  our  national  char.acter,  and  may  if  not 
arrested,  hereafter  jeopardise  our  free  institutions. 

It  is  is  unnecessary  for  your  committee  to  particular- 
ize the  evils,  which  are  painfully  evident  to  the  senses 
of  every  thinking  man,  or  draw  your  attention  to  the 
mass  of  publicxrime  and^  domestic  wretchedness,  which 
have  resvilted  from  intempe,ranc~e.  All  these  have  al- 
ready been  conspicuously  portrayed  by  the  active  phi- 
lanthropist and  the  zealous  divine.  Our  presses  are  fil- 
led with  awful  warnings,  and,  our  prisons  bear  sad  testi- 
mony to  the  truth  of  their  statements.  It  is  enough 
that  we  are  aware  of  the  facts,  and  would  not  feel  ac- 
quitted to  our  consciences,  did  we  not  make  some  ex- 
ertion to  lessen  the  dreadful  curse  which  the  thought- 
less many  are  entaillng  on  tlieir  posterity. 

Your  committee  do  not  expect  to  acomplish  this  by 
legislation.  Frequent  enactments,  wise  and  salutary  in 
their  provisions,  .evince  the  deep  interest  which  our 
predecessors. have  taken  in  this  important  subject.  Yet 
these  laws 7;«j)e  done  little  towards  the  diminution  of  in- 
temperance, and  can  do  but  little,  while  the  faculties  to 
it  are  constantly  increasing. 

The  laws  have  vested  in  our  courts  of  quarter  sessions, 
a  power  which,  W(se/y  used,  would  tend  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  society:  hvA  ahused,  becomes  the 
founiain-head  of  strife  and  disorder.    We  allude  to  the 
power  of  granting  licences — and  express  our  regret  that 
they  are  so  easily  obtained.    The  cheapness  of  ardent 
spirits,  and  the  immense  profit  which  the  vender  may 
reahse  by  retailing  it  at  a  price  within  the  reach  of  the 
poorest  labourer,  induces  many  persons  of  good  charac- 
/e?-,to  desert  their  employments,  for  one  which  they  con- 
sider less  laborious  and  more  profitable.    Many,  perhaps 
most,  of  these  persons  are  merely  governed  by  a  desire 
to  increase  their  means,  thoughtless  that  the)'  are  adding 
to  the  sum  of  human  misery !    The  applicants  have  no 
difficulty  in  finding  respectable  persons,  who  testify  to 
their  general  character;  and  a  license  is  too  often  grant- 
ed as  a  matter  of  course.    The  very  fact,  which  tended 
to  further  the  application,  also  furthers  the  cause  of  in- 
temperance.   Though  a  tavern  established  by  a  man  of 
good  character,  is  not  likely  immediately  to  attract  the 
common  sot,  it  induces  others,  who  are  not  habitually  in- 
temperate, to  encourage  the  establishment.    Some  wish 
to  iiatronise  itthrough  friendship  to  tbe"new  landlord:" 
others  visit  it  through  curiosity,  love  of  company,  or  a 
residence  too  near  the  attraction.    They  first  drop  in  oc- 
casionally, then  frequently^  and,  at  last,  make  it  the  scene 
of  their  regular  debauch.    By  degrees  they  enlist  their 
move  sober  companions  in  the  same  course.   True,  their 
intoxication  is  not  always  exposed  in  the  public  streets, 
where  its  grossness  would  rather  excite  disgust  than  im- 
itation; but  it  is  far  from  injurious  in  a  thronged  bar-room, 
where  the  merriment  it  creates, '  serves  to  disguise  its 
more  repulsive  features,  and  leads  the  young  and  un- 
thinking to  seek  a  similar  excitement  in  the  exhilarating 
poison. 

The  committee  would  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
citizens  who  urge,  and  the  courts  which  grant  these  li- 
censes, the  Importance  of  weighing  the  matter  well,  ere 
they  act.  Let  them  distinctly  ascertain  whether  those 
taverns  already  established  are  insufficient  for  useful 
purposes;  whether  they  are  within  the  strict  letter  of 
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the  law,  and  whether  the  one  about  to  be  licensed  is 
intended  as  a  house  of 'entertainment  for  travellers,'&c. 
By  a  late  estimate,  it  appears  that  there  are,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelpliia  alone,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty  drinking-  houses,  attended  by  at  least  six  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  regular  drunkards,  and 
probably  twenty  thousand  occasional  topers.  Tliis  may 
be  an  extravagant  calculation — it  is  certainly  an  appal- 
ing  one.  <  .  ' '. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  responsible  authorities  to 
ascertain  how  many  of  these  establishments  areregular- 
'  ly  licensed,  and  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  Let 
the  number  of  licensed  houses,  which  are  not  calcula- 
ted or  intended  to  provide  "entertainment  for  man  and, 
horse,"  but  are  merely  the  haunts  of  vice,  be  struck 
from  the  list,  and  the  statute  respecting'tippHng-  houses 
be  strictly  enforced  against  those  who  thus  act  in  defi- 
ance of  the  laws.  - 

If  this  be  done, — if  the  orderly  citizens  by  word  and 
countenance,  support  the  civil  authorities  iii  such  lauda- 
ble effects;  if  they  frown  indignantly  on  the  first  symp- 
toms of  intemperance  in  those  within  their  influence;  if 
they  avoid  the  habitual  drunkard,  (however  respectable 
his  connexions  or  former  standing,)  as  they  would  shun 
the  pestilence;  if  they  refuse  their  confidence  in  public 
and  in  private  business  to  those,  whose  reason  is  at  the 
mercy  of  the  poisonous  bowl,  and  scorn  to  bestow  their 
suffrages  on  men  who  sacrifice  their  respectability  for  a 
grog  shop  reputation,  a  change  will  be  effected  worthy 
of  our  country. — worthy  of  a  people  who  have  no  enemy 
to  fear,  but  such  asmay  ;a.ri,se  fi'om  their  own  criminal  in- 
dulgence. " 

Your  committee  view,  with  much  gratification,  the 
strenuous  efforts  which  are  making  by  public  spirited 
individuals  and  societies,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  intem- 
perance. These  exertions  have  not  been  without  their 
blessing.  We  are  authorised  in  stating  that,  In  some' 
towns  of  New  England,  the  influence,of  these  societies 
has,  in  a  single  year,  reduced  the  consumption  of  spiri- 
tuous liquors  one  fourth,  und  in  other  .places  o)!(r/i«/f. 

Pennsylvania,  has  not  been  inattentive  to  this  noble 
example.  A  number  of  philanthropic  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia have  associated  under  the  name  of  the  "Penn- 
sylvania Temperance  Society,"  and  have  estublished, 
through  their  agents,  branches  in  most  of  our  principal 
towns;  and  are  now  engaged  in  a  glorious  rivalry-  with 
their  eastern  brethren  struggling  who  shall.do  the  most 
good  to  their  fellow  creatures.  .        .  . 

To  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  generall)^,  we  recom- 
mend a  union  '-heart  and  hand,"  with  these  pioneers  in 
the  work  of  reformation.  The  result  v/Wl  he  gradual  but 
certain.  Public  opinion,  (when  the  weapon  of  truth,  the 
strongest  and  the  best,)  will  change  audacity  to  shame — 
indifference  to  energy;  strip  vice  of  its  false  alhu'ements, 
and  save  the  young  and  innocent  from  destruction. — 
Pennsylvania  has  been  truly  styled  "the  key  stone  of  the 
Union."  Let  us  endeavor. to  preserve  it  from  aught 
that  would  endanger  the  "national  arch,"  that  virtue 
may  rejoice  over  the  fabric  she  has  reared,  and  count- 
less generations  raise  their  song  of  gratitude  in  the  "land 
of  the  free." 


MECHANICS'  MEETING. 

At  an  adjourned-  meeting  Of  the  mechanics  of  the 
borough  of  Harrisburg,  held  at  the  public  house  of 
David  Deobler,  on  Friday,  the  10th  of  April,  inst.  JolnV 
Zearlng,  President,  John  Cameron  and  Aaron  Boin- 
baugh,  Secretaries.  The  President  having  stated  the 
business  which  would  be  laid  before  the  meeting  for 
consideration,  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
constitution  reported  one^  which  was  adopted;  and  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address,  made  the 
following  report: 

To  the  mechanics  and  citizens  of  Harrisburg. 

Admitting  that  trade  demands  reciprocal  intercourse 
between  one  section  of  the  state  and  another  to  a  veiy 


great  extent,  still,  your  committee  think  it  becomes  a 
duty  mechanics  owe  to  one  another,  and  to  the  inter- 
ests  of  the  place  in  which  they  may  locate  tliemselves., 
to  protect  and  encourage  the  particular  fabric  manu- 
factured by  them,  and  in  their  immediate  vicinity, 
above  all  others.  .  ■ 

,For  some  years  last  past,  and  we  are  aware  that  the 
fact  has  been  Observed  by  almost  eveiy  person-  in  the 
commtinit}',  our  markets  have  been  glutted,  (to  the  ma- 
nifest injury  of  a  class  of  citizens  who  are  indispensable 
in  society,)  with  importations  of  worse  than  spurious  ar- 
ticles of  manufacture,  which  have  but  one  recommenda- 
tion— that  they  are  cheap!  Time  was,  when  the  busi- 
ness of  a  mechanic %vas  a  sure  means  of  competence,  if 
not  of  independence,  to  himself  and  to  his  family;  but, 
at  the  present  day,  a  species  of  false  economy  pervades 
the  public  miiid,  and  the  question  now  with  the  buyer 
is  not  whether  the  article  is  of  a  good  quality  ,but  whether 
it  can  be  obtained  cheap.  Employers,  consequently, 
cannot  afford  to  pay  their  hands  an  equivalent  for  their 
labor,  and  the  workmen  cannot  find  employment — or 
subsist  with  it,  but,  in  a  state  of  penury.  The  eflect  of 
thisstate  of  things  upon  the  public  at  large,  must  be  ob- 
vious. Business  becomes  stagnant,  improvements  which 
would  progress  by  the  encouragement  of  tlie  mechanic 
ai-ts,  are  cliecked  or  put  an  entire  stop  to;  and  the  pub- 
lic (unconsciously  it  is  true)  enlists  itself  to  enrich 
some  wholesale  manufactur.er  of  worthless  articles, 
and  oppress  many  of  its  most  useful  members.  Good 
■work  is  always  the-  cheapest.'.'  and  it  is  an  important 
thing  that  tliis  truth  should  be  impressed  upon  the 
minds  of  the  community.  Until  it  is,  and  the  , public 
becomes  satisfied  of  this  fact,  there  can  b,e  Httle 
hope  of  refoi-m.  But  let  us  not  despair  of  making  this 
impression; -and,  as  example  is  better  than  jn-ecept,  let 
us  commence  the  work  ourselves;  let  us  mark  out  for 
ourselves  rules  which  we:  will  rigidly  adhere  to,  for  the 
advancement  of  this  object.  Let  us  purchase  no  arti- 
•cles,  that  ..can  be  obtained  among  the  naechunics  of  our 
own  borough,  that  have  been  manufactured  in  distant 
places  and  brought  here  with  the  stamp  of  "For  tale" 
upon  them.'  By  these  means,  wG  shall,  at  least,  be  mu- 
tually benefitting  each  other,  as  far  as  our  means  exr 
tend,  and,  perhaps,  obtain  the  co-operation  of  many 
who  may  become  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  such  a 
measure. 

•  The  manner  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish 
this  object,  is  to  iuvm  ourselves  into  a  society,  to  be 
called  "The  Mechanics',  Society  of  the  borough  of  Har- 
risburg for  the  encouragement  of  Domestic  Manufac- 
tures," and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  unite  us  in 
harmony  and  in  interest.  In  behalf  of  this  object  we 
might  appeal  to  the  pride  of  those  we  address,  and  we 
are  conscious  that  our  appeal  woidd  not  be  in  vaiii. 
Why  should  not  the  mechanic  hold  his  proper  standing 
in  society^  Shall  that  class  of  society  from  which  have 
emanated  some  of  the  brig-htest  stars  in  the  political 
and  scientific  world,  sufl'er  themselves  to  be  opposed 
from  a  want  of  energy  to  redress  their  wrongs!  at  least 
among  themselves.'— Would  they  sink  into  degiadation 
without  an  effort  to  redeem  or  retrieve  their  condi- 
tion' But  for  the  mechanic  arts,  what  would  have 
been.theaspectof  the  world,  and  the  condition  of  socie- 
ty, even  at  this  late  day.'  Mankind  would  have  remain- 
ed in  a  state  worse  than  bai'barisra — 

"Joint  tenant  with  the  beasts." 
Beneath  them,. perhaps,  in  mortal  worth,  and  (if  it  may 
'be  so  expressed)  in  intellectual  faculties.  In  the  early 
pages  of  histor.y,  we  find  that  the  "Great  Architect" 
tui-ned  the  attention  of  his  creatures  to  the  building  of 
an  aik!  And  since  that  divine  vessel  traversed  the  un- 
limited ocean,  what  sea  has  not  been  traversed;  _  what 
country  unexplored  by  the  means  of  the  mechanism  of 
man^  What  results  have  not  followed?  From  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  to  brave  the  tempests  and  the  sea,  to 
the  construction  of  articles  of  taste,  luxury  and  utiUty— 
to  adorn  the  persons  or  promote  the  pleasures  or  ihe 
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happiness  of  mankind.  These  are  facts  that  the  me- 
chanic can  dwell  upon  with  pride, — and  why  should 
the  humble,  but  industrious  promoters  of  these  fjreat 
and  g-lorious  objects  fail  in  an  effort  to  retrieve  their 
condition'  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  own  acts  will  for- 
bid it — that  public  sentiment  will  forbid  It. 
-  Society  is  fomied  by  a  number  of  individuals  for  the 
purpose  of  g-aining  some  particular  object  which  can 
only  be  attained  by  association.  ■  Individual  enterprise 
is  limited — but  reciprocal '  agreement  extends  and  en- 
hances the  field  of  labor.  The  merchant  looks  in  some 
degree  upon  the  mechanic  for  support,  -  but  what  does 
he  give  in  return?  He  bruigsto  the  door  of  the  mechan- 
ic, from  some  distant  and  cheaper  market,  articles,  from- 
the  manufacture  of  which  the  mechanic  expects  his  live- 
lihood, and  ex]>oses  them  for  sale  at  a  less  price  than 
the  mechanic  can  afford  them- — thus  shutting  up  the 
avenues  through  which  his  subsistence  flowed.  This 
reverse  meets  him  in  almost  every  article  of  manufac- 
ture. In  the  two  articles  of  hats  and  shoes  alone,  were 
the  practice  discontinued,  at  least  one  hundred avcl fifty 
additional  journeymen  might  be  employed  in  this  bo- 
rough, and  so  on  of  other  occupations  ad  infiniium.— 
By  giving  encouragement  to  the  manufacturers  of  these 
articles  and  of  others,  the  whole  community  would  rea- 
lize its  benefit,  inasmuch  as  where  there  isindustry.and 
business,  prosperity  inust  follow  and  population  in- 
crease; and  with  population  property  must  increase  in 
value. 

These  are  some  of  the  objects  we  have  in  view,  and 
we  earnestly  call  on  the  mechanics  and  others,  to  co-op- 
erate with  us  in  carrying  them  into  effect. 

AVILLIAM  MATT, 
CHAULKS  SCHAFFIRT, 
'   •   •  E.  ZOLLINGER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piatt,  it  was  agreed  that  the  officers 
of  this  meeting  have  power  to  call  meetings  when  they 
may  deem  it  e.spedient. 

iiesolved.  That  ihis  meeting  will  meet  again  on  the 
20th  day  of  April,  instant. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedi'ngs  of  this  meeting,  to- 
^■ether  with  the  address,  be  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretaries,  and  published  iu  the  papei  s  of  the  bo- 
rough.    .  ■ 

•■  '       '    '  JOHN  ZEARING,  President. 
.  John  Camekon,  7 
a.  boiibaduh,  5 


Secretaries.. 


THE  CHAKTER  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
-  ..  ^  .      "  CHESTER.  -  -  , 

Preamble,  Wit-t.iam  Pentt,  true  and  absolute  Pro- 
prietary and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Territories  thereunto  belonging:  To  all 
to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  sends  Greeting-.— 
WHEREAS  in  my  first  Regulation  and  Division'of  the 
Counties  of  this  Province,  I  thought  fit  to  order.  That 
the  Townsted  or  Village  then  having  the  J\ame  of  CJ?- 
/a(7c?  .should  be  called  Chester,  whicli  I  thereupon  con- 
stituted the  Shire-tovi-n  of  the  County  o?-C]iester,&n(X  or- 
dained and  appointed  all  my  Courts  of  Judicature  for 
the  Affairs  of  that  County  to  be  there'held  and  kept, 
and  the  County  Goal  or  Prison-  to-be  and  remain  there 
for  ever.  AND  whereas  about  the  same  Time,  or  soon 
after,  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  said  Town,  1  was 
pleased  to  grant  unlo  my  ancient- Friend  John  SimcocJc, 
in  Behalf  of  himself  and  others  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  Place,  the  Privilege  of  a  Market  to  be  there  week- 
ly held  and  kept.  After  which  the  said  Inhabitants,  up- 
on their  special  Instance,  did  also  obtain  from  my  late 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  a  Grant  for  two  Fairs 
to  be  held  in  the  said  Town  yearl}'.  All  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  Town,  and  of  the  adjacent  Parts 
of  the  saidCIounty  of  Chester,  having  humbly  besouglit 
me  to  confirm  unto  them,  together  with  such  addi- 
tional Privileges  and  Franchises  as  1  might  think  fit  or 
requisite  for  the  better  Encouragement  of  the  Settler?, 
and  Regulation  of  Trade  therein. 


NOW  KNOW  YE,  That  I,  favouring  the  just  and 
reasonable  Request  of  said  Inhabitants,  have  of  my  own 
free  Will  erected,  and  do  by  these  Presents  for  me,  my 
Heirs  and  Successors,  erect  the  said  Town  into  a  Bo- 
rough; which  Town  and  Borough  shall  extend  from  the 
River  Delaivare  two  Miles  backwards  into  the  Woods; 
and  shall  be  bounded  East-ward  with  the  West  Side 

Ridley  Crff/f  and  Westward' with  the  East  side  of 
Chester  Crech  to  the  said  Extent  of  two  Miles  back- 
wards from  the  River,  and  shall  ever  hereafter  be 
ed  CHESTER.  And  I  furthet  will,  that  the  Streets^ 
Landings  and  Market-place  in  the  said  Town  shall  for 
ever  hereafter  be,  continue  and  remain,  as  they  are 
already  and  have  lately  been  laid  out  and  modelled, 
and  approved  of  by  me  and  my  Council,  then  sitting  at' 
IVew  easile: 

-  AND  I  do  hereby  name  and  coi-stitute  Jasper  Yeats, 
Ralph  Fishiourn:,  Paul  Saunders  and  Robert  Barber,  to 
be  present  Burgesses,  and  James  Loivnes  High-consta- 
ble of  the  saidTiorougli,  who  shall  so  continue  until  the 
tenth  Day  of  the  first  Month  next.  On  which  Day,  as 
also  on  the  same  Day  in  the  same  month  yearly  after- 
wards for  ever,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
Freeholders  and  Hovise -keepers  of  the  said  Town  and 
Borough  pubhckly  to  meet  in  some  convenient  Place 
within  the  said  Town,  to  be  by  them  appointed  for  that 
Purpose,  and  then  and  there,  nominated,  elect  and 
choose,  by  the  Ballot  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Town,  fit  and  able  jnen  to  be  Burgesses,  andHigh-con- 
stable;  with  such  other  Officers  as  by  the  Burgesses  and 
Freemen  shall  bejudged  needful  for  assisting  and  serv- 
ing the  Burgesses  in  managing  the  Affairs  of  the  said 
Borough,  andkeeping  of  the  Peace  therein  from  time  to 
time:  And  the  Burgess  first  chosen  in  the  said  Elections 
shall  be  called  Chief  Burgess  of  the  said  Town. 

And  I  "will  and  ordain.  That  all  the  said  Burgesses  for 
the  Time  being  shall  be,  and  are  hereli)'  impowered  and 
authorized  to  be  Conservators  of  the  Peace  within  the 
said  Borough;  and  shall  have  Power  by  themselves  and 
upon  their  own  view,  without  any  Law-proceeding,  to 
remove-all  Nuisances  and  liicroachments  out  of  the  said 
Streets  as  they  shall  see  Occasion:  With  Power  also  tct 
arrest,  imprison  and  punish  Rioters  and  Breakers  of  the 
Peace,  and  to  bind  them  and  all  other  OfPenders  and 
Persons  of  evil  Fame  to  the  Peace  or  good  Behaviour, 
as  fully  and  efl'ectually  _  as  any  of  the  Justices  of 
the  P-eace  in  the  said  County  can  do,  and  return  or 
bring  the  Recog'nizances  by  them  to  be  taken  to  the 
Cturt  of  Quarter-sessions  for  the  said  County.  And  that 
the  said  Chief  Burgess  from  time  to  time  shall,  b}'  Vir 
tue  of  these  Presents,  without  any  further  or  other 
Commission,  be  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  County-court  and  Quarter- 
sessions,  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Goal-delivery,  in 
and. for  the  said  Count}'  of  Chester.  And  shall  have  full- 
Power  and  Authority  with  the  restoftlie  said  County 
.fustices,  or  a  Quorum  of  them,  or  by  himself,  where  the 
Laws  of  this  Province,  &c.  directs  one  Justice  to  award' 
Process,  and  hold  Pleas  cognizable,  by  and  before  the 
Justices  of  the  said  County  of  Chester  irom  time  to  time. 

And  I  do  hereby  grant  and  appoint.  That  the  Sheriff 
and  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  the  said  County  of  Chester  for 
the  Time  being,  if  not  Residents  in  the  said  Borough, 
shall  appoint  and  constitute  sufficient  Deputies,  who 
shall  from  time  to  time  reside  or  constantly  attend  in  the 
said  Town  of  Chester,  to  perform  the  Duties  of  their  res- 
pective Offices.  But  before  any  of  the  said  Burgesses, 
Constables,  or  other  Officers,  shall  take  upon  them  the 
Execution  of  their  respective  Offices,  they  shall  sub- 
scribe the  Declaration  and  Profession  of  their  Christian 
Belief,  according  to  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  made 
in  the  first  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  WILLIAM  and 
the  late  Queen  MARY,  intitled  "Jin  .Set  for  exempt- 
ing  iheir  Majesiie's  Protestcmt  Subjects,  dissenting  from 
the  Church  of  England,  from  the  Penalties  of  certain 
Laws."  And  they  that  are'to  be  newly  elected  for  Burges- 
ses, Constables  and  other  Officers,  from  time  to  time 


1829.] 


CAVE  AND  SPRING    NEAR  CARLISLE. 


265 


shall  be  attested  for  the  due  Execution  of  their  respec- 
tive Offices;  and  shall  subscribe  the  said  Declarations 
and  Profession  of  Belief  before  the  old  Burg-esses,  or 
such  of  them  as  g-o  off  and  are  not  again  chosen  in  the 
new  Elections:  But  in  case  the  old  Burgesses  are  all 
chosen  by  the  new  Elections,  then  they  shall  have  Pow- 
er, and  are  hereby  impowered  and  qualified  to  act  up- 
on their  former  Attests  and  Qualifications.  And  I  do 
further  grant  and  ordain,  that  the  High-constable  of  the 
said  Borough  for  the  Time  being  shall  be  Clerk  of  the 
Market,  who  shall  and  may  have  Assize  of  Bread,  Wine, 
Beer,  Wood  and  other  Things;  and  to  do,  execute  and 
perform,  all  Things  belonging  to  the-Office  of  Clerk  of 
the  Market  within  the  said  Town  and  Borough  of 
Chester,  -  .       ■  : 

And  I  do  for  me,  my  Heirs  and  Assigns,  grant  unto 
the  s.iid  Burg-esses  and  their  Successors,  That  if  any  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  and  Borough  shall  be 
hereafter  elected  to  the  Office  of  Burg-ess  or  Constable 
as  aforesaid,  and,  having  notice  of  his  or  their  Election, 
shall  refuse  to  undertake  and  execute  that  Office  to 
which  he  is  so  chosen,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Burg-ess 
or  Burgesses  then  acting  to  impose  moderate  Fines  up- 
on the  Refusers,  so  as  the  Burgess's  Fine  exceed  not 
Ten  Pounds,  and  the  Constable's  Five  Pounds;  to  be 
levied  by  Distress  and  Sale,by  Warrant  under  tlie  Hand 
&  Seal  of  one  or  more  of  the  Burgesses,  or  by  other  law- 
ful Ways,to  the  Use  of  the  said  Town.  And  in  such  Ca- 
ses, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Inhabitants  forthwith 
to  chuse  others  to  supply  the  Defects  of  such  Refusers. 
^  And  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Burges- 
ses and  Constable  for  the  Time  being  to  summon  and 
assemble  Town-meetings,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as 
they  shall  find  Occasion:  At  which  Meetings  thej'  ma}', 
make  such  Ordinances  and  Rules  (not  repugnant  to, 
or  inconsistent  with  the  Laws  of  this  Province)  as  to 
the  greatest  Part  of  tlie  Town-meeting  shall  seem  ne- 
cessary and  convenient  for  the  good  Government  of  the 
said  Town.  And  the  same  Rules  and  Ordinances  to  put 
in  Execution;  and  the  same  to  revoke,  alter  and  make 
.anew,  as  Occasion  shall  require.  And  also  impose  such 
Mulcts  and  Amerciaments  upon  Breakers  of  the  said 
Ordinances  as  to  the  Makers  thereof  shall  be  thotight 
reasonable;  to  be  levied  as  Is  above  directed  in  Case  of 
Fines,  to  the  Use  of  the  Town,  without  rendering  any 
Account  thereof  to  me,  my  Heirs  or  Assigns:  With 
Power  also  to  the  said  Meetings  to  mitigate  or  release 
the  said  Fines  and  Mulcts,  upon  the  Submission  of  the 
Parties.  _ : 

And  I  do  further  grant  to  the  said  Burgesses  and  In- 
habitants of  the  aforesaid  Town  and  Borough  of  Ches- 
ter, That  they  and  their  Successors  shall  and  may,  for 
ever  hereafter,  hold  and  keep  within  the  said-Town  in 
every  Week  of  the  Year  one  Market  on  the  fifth  Day  of 
the  Week  called  Thursday:  And  also  two  Fairs  there 
in  every  Year,  the  first  of  them  to  begin  the  fifth 
Day  of  tlie  third  Month,  called  May,  and  to  contin- 
ue that  Day  and  two  Days  after;  and  the  other  of  the 
said  Fairs  to  begin  the  fifth  Day  of  October,  and  to  con- 
tinue till  the  seventh  Day  of  the  same  Month  in  such 
Place  and  Places  in  the  said  Town  as  the  Burgesses  from 
time  to  time  shall  order  and  appoint. 

And  I  do  further  grant,  That  neither  I,  nor  my  Heirs 
or  Assigns,  shall  or  will  seize  any  of  the  Liberties  or 
Franchizes  hereby  granted,  nor  take  any  Advantage 
against  the  said  Borough  for  the  non-using  or  waving 
the  present  Execution  of  any  of  the  Powers  or  Privile- 
ges hereby  gi-anted. 

IN  WITNESS  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand, 
and  caused  my  Great  Seal  to  be  affixed.  Dated  the 
One-and-thirtieth  Day  of  October,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  One.  1701. 

AVILLIAM  PENN. 
Recorded  Pat.  Book, Vol.  2.  p.  138. 
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CAVE  AND  SPRING  NEAR  C.-UIMSLE. 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  published  in  the 
"Port  Folio"  in  1811.  In  the  remaining  part  of  the  letter 
a  cursory  view  is  given  of  the  Town  of  Carlisle  and  the 
surrounding  country — but  as  so  many  alterations  and  im- 
provements have  taken  place  since,  we  hope  some 
gentleman  will  furnish  us  with  a  more  accurate  and  de- 
tailed description  of  Carlisle,  its  College  8ic.  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  We  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with  an  ac- 
count of  Cumberland  County — our  wish  has  been  fre- 
quently expressed  to  be  furnished  with  information  re- 
.specting  each  county  and  town  in  the  state  and  we  have 
already  published  accounts  of  several — but  many  more 
are  still  wanting. 

The  next  morning,  notwithstanding  the  fatigues  of 
the  preceding  day,  we  quitted  our  beds  at  an  early  hour, 
for  the  purpose, of  examining  the  cave.  We  left  the 
town  nearly  in  a  north-west  direction,  and  took  the  bar- 
racks in  our  course.  These  buildings  are  of  brick,  and 
sufficiently  large  to  lodge  a  considerable  force — They 
are  old,  and,  at  present,  very  much  dilapidated,  particu- 
larly sueh  as  are  not  inhabited:  two  are,  however,  ten- 
anted, and  these  had  some  indicia  of  comfort  in  their  ap- 
pearance. 

Leaving  the  barracks,  we  crossed  two  or  three  fields, 
and  at  length  reached  the  banks  of  the  Canadoguinnet. 
This  creek  is  distant  from  Carlisle,  one  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter. There  is  a  house  at  the  place  where  the  road  ter- 
minates, at  which  we  procured  fire  for  our  candles,  and 
then,  torch  in  hand,  marched  towards  the  cave. 

After  clambering  over  a  rock,  which  juts  from  the 
steep  bank  into  the  creek,  with  some  inconvenience 
and  danger  to  our  shins,  we  reached  the  object  of  our 
excursion.  As  a  necessary  precaution,  we  then  sat 
down  to  rest  and  cool  ourselves,  before  we  ventured  in- 
to its  damp  and  chilly  atmosphere.  The  opening  of  the 
cavern  is  in  a  perpendicidar  limestone  rock, of  about  20 
feet  in  height,  and  has,  itself,  seven  feet  of  elevation. 
It  is  nearly  semi-circular,  and  this,  joined  to  the  smooth 
surface  of  the  rock,  gives  it  a  singular  and  striking  ap- 
pearance. From  the  turn  of  the  arch-  we  were  led,  on 
first  looking  at  it,  to  think  that  art  had  contributed  some- 
what to  its  i-egularity.  It  approached,  so  closely,  to  a 
cucular  arc,  that  although  no  vestiges  of  chisselling 
were  perceivable,  except  some  trifling  ones  of  a  late 
date,  we  were  strongly  impressed  with  this  Idea.  And, 
indeed,  it  is,  in  some  measure,  corroborated,  by  the 
smoothness  of  the  roof,  which,  for  some  little  extent, 
though  irregular,  is  notjagged;  but  wherever  there  is  a 
projection  or  a  chasm,  its  edges  are  generally  even. 

The  shores  of  the  creek  and.  the  surrounding  scenery 
.ire  romantic,,  and  a  foot-bridge,  thrown  over  the  water, 
a  little  above  the  place  were  we  sat,  with  some  build- 
ings, prettily  situated,  made  the  view,  though  confined, 
very  interesting.  Something,  also,  of  sublimity  is  con- 
tributed by  the  mountains  which  bound  the  prospect  

These  are  high,  and  the  day  being  heavy  and  cloudy, 
they  had  a  sombre  and  almost  grand  eflfect.  After  tak- 
ing, to  guard  against  the  disagreeable  consequences  of 
the  damp,  a  draught  of  aqua  vitae,  diluted  with  a  reason- 
able portion  of  aj^Ka  we  commenced  our  search. 
Some  sensations  of  awe  were  pretty  generally  felt  by 
the  party  on  entering  the  cave.  Our  footsteps  were 
echoed  with  a  heavy  dead  reciprocation  of  sound,  and 
the -gleam  of  the  candies  through  the  thick,  moist  air, 
gave  a  pallid  and  melancholy  hue  to  the  countenances 
of  each,  that,  for  a  few  moments,  prevented  us  from  in- 
dulging in  any  thing  hke  merriment.  Feelings  of  this 
kind  were,  however,  soon  dissipated;  mirth  and  jollity 
quickly  succeeded,  and  our  scrutiny  was  enlivened  by 
the  livehest  sallies  of  humour,  and  the  brightest  effusions 
of  gayety  and  wit. 

The  larger  part  of  the  cave  extends  ninety  yards,  and 
then  branches  off  in  thre«  directions.    The  passage  to 
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tlie  rig-ht  is  broad,  but  low,  and,  from  the  moisture  of 
the  stones,,  was  very  difficult  of  access.  After  passing' 
this  opening,  tlic  cave  is  enlarg-ed  to  the  dimensions  of 
•  its  fii  st  division,  and  we  were,  in  some  places,  able  to 
'  stand  uprig-ht.  A  very  minute  searcli  was  made  to  see 
if  there  were  any  oilier  passages  from  this  part,  but  our 
scrutiny  was  unsuccessful.  We  were  incited  to  use  con- 
siderable pains  in  this  examination,  from  learning  that 
some  time  before  a  stranger  liad  visited  tliis  curiosi- 
ty, and,  in  one  of  the  compartnients,discovcred  a  chasm 
■  sufficiently  large  to  admit  the  body  of  a  child,  and,  to  all 
.  appearance,  of  considerable  extent.  From  the  descrip- 
tion g'wen  of  this  gentleman,  we  were  led  to  think  it 
liad  been  Mr.  Wilson,  the  oi-nithologist — Should  we 
liave  found  the  opening,  we  were  told  he  had  discover- 
ed, we  would  have  spared  no  labor  lo  render  it  accessi- 
ble, but  we  were  disappointed.  One  difficult)'  in  our 
way  was,  the  ignorance  we  were  under  as  to  the  divi- 
sion where  Mr.  W.  had  noticed  the  opening-.  Had  this 
been  known  we  mig-ht  have  recognised  it— but  our 
searches  were  directed  at  random,  and  on  that  account, 
alone,  perhaps  were  unfortunate.  All  we  could  per- 
ceive, was  a  small  round  hole,  near  the  ground,  not 
quite  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  two  and  a  half  feet  deep, 
in  the  solid  stone.  i 

After  a  very  attentive  and  anxious  investigation,  we 
quitted  this  compartment,  which  is  called,  very  ele- 
gantly, "the  Devil's  Dining  Hoom,"  and  proceeded  to 
the  centre  passag-e.  This  is  very  narrow,  and,  in  direc- 
tion, somewhat  similar  to  a  winding  stair.  The  ascent 
is  steep  and  irregular,  and,  after  a  tedious  and  ineffec- 
tual endeavor  to  ascertain  its  precise  extent,  we  desist- 
ed from  pursuing  it.  It  is  inaccessible  after  proceeding 
little  better  than  nine  yai-ds,  and  ends  in  a  perpendicu- 
lar excavation,  the  lieight  of  which  we  were  without 
the  means  of  determining. 

The  left  hand  passage  next  claimed  our  attention. — 
At  first  view,  it  seems  to  extend  not  fai  ther  than  three 
or  four  feet,  but  it  takes  a  sudden  turn  to  the  right,  and 
vvould  measure,  in  length,  near  thirty  yards,  with  suffi- 
cient breadth  and  height  to  enable  a  boy  to  creep  along 
it;  but  after  this,  it  becomes  so  narrow  as  not  to  be  pen- 
etrable, except  by  very  diminutive  animals.  The  floor 
of  this  passage,  owing  to  the  rain  which  had  fallen  for 
two  or  three  days  before,  was  entirely  coveted  with 
mud  and  water,  to  the  depth  of  from  one  to  five  inches, 
so  that  we  had,  by  no  means,  a  cleanly  a])pcarance  on 
issuing  fi-om  it.  About  seven  feet  from  the  entrance  of 
this  minor  excavation,  there  are  five  or  six  little  pools  of 
water  in  the  rock,  formed  by  drippings  from  its  roof 
and  sides,  and  which  are  sufficiently  large  to  contain  a 
quart,  and  a  little  better,  each.  I  had  the  curiosity  to. 
taste  this  water,  and  found  it  not  unpleasant;  filtration 
seemed  to  have  depi-ived  it  of  any  bad  taste  it  may  ha\e 
originally  had.  Many  in  Carlisle,  are  ignorant  enough 
to  thiids:  that  there  are  seven  springs  here,  and  a  num- 
ber of  curious  tales  were  told  me  of  the  water  tln?y  con- 
tained. 'I'lie  slightest  observation  is  sufficient  to  show, 
that  they  are  but  stagnant  pools  of  water;  only  full  du- 
ring wet  weather,  and,  when  not  replenished  with  Vain, 
sinking  through  the  small  fissures  of  the  stone,  and  re- 
maining dry.  As  it  would  require  a  long  ofdry 
weather  to  cfl^ect  this  dessication,  the  vulgar  find  some 
countenance  to  their  conjectures  in  the  holes  being 
almost  always  full. 

At  the  farthest  extremity  of  this  branch,  I  found,  on.  a 
small  projection,  three  bones.  One  seemed  to  be  a 
piece  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  the  others  of  the  vertebrae, 
but  whether  of  a  brute  or  human  being,  my  knowledge 
of  anatomy  was  insuflicient  to  the  determination.  The 
ledge,  on  which  these  bones  were  lying,  was  ten  inches 
from  the  floor,  and  extended  in  length  about  four  feet. 
There  appeared  to  be  a  cavity  between  the  ledge  and 
the  ceiling,  six  inches  in  width;  but  I  was  unable  to 
thrust  iTiy  arm  farther  in  than  to  the  elbow,  though  it 
seemed  to  be  rather  deeper. 

Having  now  given  a  very  close  examination  to  every 


accessible  compartment  of  the  cave,  and  fully  satisfied 
ourselves,  that  no  penetrable  outlet  would  have  been 
discovered  had  our  search  continued  for  years — we 
made  our  exit,  after  having-  been  deprived  of  the  light 
of  the  sun  for  two  hours  and  more.  The  change  of  tem- 
pei-ature  was  so  sudden  and  so  great,  that  most  of  us 
dreaded  the  effects  of  our  excursion  would  terminate  irs 
troublesome  colds — but  fortunately  all  escaped. 

In  company  the  next  day,  our  conversation,  at  ofte 
time,  took  a  turn  toward  the  place  we  had  visited  in  the 
morning.  One  gentleman  told  us,  an  opinion  very  ge- 
nerally pi-evailed,  that  formerly,  the  Indians  had  made 
it  a  place  of  temporary  deposit  for  their  spoils  of  war, 
and,  sometimes,  a  kind  of  sanctuary  for  personal  con- 
cealment. Many  too,  he  observed,  thought  it  miglit 
once  havt  been  used  for  the  sepulture  of  warriors  who 
had  died  in  battle — This  idea,  he  remarked,  was 
strengthened  by  the  discovery,  some  years  back,  of 
skeletons  and  scattered  bones  of  human  beings,  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  cavern.  He  did  not,  however,  re- 
member ever  having  seen  any  weapons,  or  remains  of 
mihtary  habiliments,  to  indicate  that  there  had  been 
any  thing  either  sacred  or  honorary  attached  to  burials 
there— And,  intlependcntly  of  tins  want  of  essential 
circumstance  to  corroborate  the  supposition,  the  ap- 
pearance and  structure  of  the  cave  militates  against  it. 
The  Indians  would  not  be  likely  to  turn  a  place  of  the 
kind  into  a  receptacle  for  the  deceased  warriors  of  their 
tribes,  (whose  funerals  were  always  accompanied  with 
considerable,  though  rude  pageantiy)  without  attempt- 
ing to  bestow  on  it,  an  air  of  artificial  grandeur,  by 
sculptures,  or  similar  ornaments.  But  no  appearance 
of  therehavingeverexisted  magnificence  of  this  kind,  is 
at  present  to  be  perceived,  so  that  tlie  notion  seems  en- 
tirely unfounded.  The  most  l  ational  idea  is,  that  an- 
c'ently,  it  was  used  as  a  habitation,  when  either  the 
weather  or  season,  or  perhaps  ratuial  indolence  inter- 
fered to  prevent  the  construction  of  more  commodious 
dwellings;  and,  that  such  members  of  f.amllles  as  died, 
were  carried  to  the  inner  apartments,  and  consigned, 
without  any  other  ceremonies  than  those  which  natural 
aflectlon  dictated,  to  some  nook  or  ledge,  and  slightly 
covered  with  earth.  When  one  family  became  tired  of 
theli-  place  of  residence,  they  resigned  the  possession  to 
the  next  who  was  willing  to  accept  it,and,from  this  causS, 
it  is  likely, it  was  constantly  occupied. 

Before  the  company  separated,  we  agreed  to  meet-> 
in  the  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  ano- 
ther natural  curiositA',  called  the  "Hogshead  Hole,"  or 
"Hogshead  Spring."  This  is  situated  a  mile  and  a 
half  north  of  the  town,  in  the  middle  of  a  large  field, 
and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  road.  It  is  aa 
excavation  in  the  ground,  nearly  conical,  and  presents 
to  the  eye,  on  one  side,  a  face  of  limestone  rock,  luxuri- 
antly fringed  with  flowering  vines,  where 

 "  creeping  shrubs  of  iliousand  dyes, 

_  «  Wflv'd  in  the  west-wind's  summer  sijjhs;" 

On  the  othei-,  a  regular,  beautiful  descent,  covered 
with  long,  soft  grass.  At  the  top  it  is  circidar,  and,  as 
near  as  we  could  determine,  by  stepping  round,  fifty- 
four  feet  in  circumference,  tn  the  rock,  and  six  or 
eight  feet  from  the  summit,  there  is  an  opening,  hand- 
somely arched,  with  a  descent  of  near  forty  degress, 
sufficiently  lai-ge  to  admit  a  man  stooping,  and  ten  feet 
in  depth.  With  some  danger,  fi-om  the  slippery 
gi-ound,  we  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  cavity,  whei-e  we 
found  a  pool  of  delicious  water,  to  all  appearance  stag- 
nant, yet  sweet,  cool,  and  refreshing.  For  these  quali- 
ties I  was  told  the  water  is  always  remarkable,  though 
there  are  no  visible  apertures  by  which  it  either  enters 
or  nms  off.  When  this  wonderful  account  was  fii-st  gi- 
ven us,  we  felt  disposed  to  laugh,  and  to  satisfy  ourselves 
that  there  was  deception  of  some  kind — with  a  little 
ti-ouble  we  cleared  out  the  spring  from  the  leaves  and 
dirt  which  had  collected  in  it,  and  subjected  every 
part  to  a  rigid  scrutiny.  We  were  unable  to  discover 
any  outlet. 


1829.] 


PROGRESS  OF  LITERATURE, 


261 


I  was  much  better  pleased  with  my  visit  to  this  re- 
mai-kable  spring',  than  with  the  search  in  the  cave. 
Here,  after  w.alkiiig-  half  an  hour,  under  a  scorching 
sun,  we  were  gTatified  by  finding-  a  spot, ,  attractive 
both  for  its  shade  and  its  intrinsic  beauty,  and  refreshed 
by  a  draught  of  water,  more  preferable  to  us,  at  that 
time,  than  the  purest  chrystal  of  Helicon.  We  enjoy- 
ed the  vohiptuoMS  breezes  which  played  around  us  at 
this  delightful  place,  for  almost  two  hours,  and  were 
only  drawn  from  it  by  the  approach  of  the  dinner  hour. 

'     H.C.  O. 


'   PROGRESS  OF  LITERATURE  IN  PEWNSYL- 
VANIA. 

Prior  to  the  revolution  an  American  version  oi"  the 
entire  Ivric  works  of  Horace  was  in  progress,  which  ap- 
peared in  an  octavo  volume  in  1786,  fiom  Oswald's 
press,  in  Philadelphia.    This  volume,  which  on  the  ti- 
tle page  is  said  to  be  by  a  native  American,  contains  a 
number  of  original  poems.    The  iiame  of  the  author 
was  John  Parke,  who  says,  in  his  dedication  to  General 
Wasliington,  "many  of  these  translations  which  I  have 
the  honor  of  addressing  to  you,  were  the  work  of  my 
youthful  days,  when  I  scarce  numbered  fifteen  years 
in  the  scale  of  my  existence:  others  were  written  at  a 
more  advanced  period  of  life;  some  in  the  retirement  of 
a  winter  cantonment,    and  others  in  the  accidental 
quietude  of  a  camp."    Concerning  Mr.  Parke,  we 
have  been  able  to  learn  but  very  little.    It  is  supposed 
that  he  was  born  in  the  state  of  Vii-g-inia,  and  that  soon 
after  the  publication  of  his  poems,  he  left  Philadelphia, 
and  returned  to  Arundel,  in  Virginia.    That  he  was  a 
student  at  the  Philadelphia  college,  in  1769  and  1770, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  of  several  of  his  odes  be- 
ing-addressed to  different  professors  in  that  institution, 
and  dated  college.    Presuming  his  age  to  have  been 
nineteen  at  tliistime,  he  was  born  about  the  year  1750. 
He  was  an  officer  in  the  army,  but  of  what  grade  we 
have  not  learnt.    Many  of  his  odes  are  addressed  to  his 
fellow  soldiers.    He  apjiears  to  have  served  in  various 
quarters,  one  of  his  odes  being  dated,  camp  before  Bos- 
ton, 1775,  some  from  other  head  quarters,  but  from  the 
dates  of  others,  we  conclude  that  he  was  with  Wash- 
ington's division  fi'om  1775  to  1779. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  poeins,  translations  and 
original,  which  compose  part  of  this  volume,  are  seve- 
ral from  the  Greek  and  .  Latin,  which,  Mr.  Parke  in- 
forms us,  were  "  written  between  the  years  1720  and 
1730,  by  the  learned  and  facetious  David  French,  Esq., 
late  of  the  state  of  Delaware." 

These  manuscripts  were  found  in  un  old  trunk.  AVho 
David  French  was  we  have  been  unable  to  discover; 
but  he  was  unquestionably  a  scholar,  of  correct  taste, 
and  possibly  might  have  been  a  better  poet  than  many 
who  at  this  day  are  better  known.  "A  Mr.  Prior,  a 
young  gentleman  of  Dover,"  also  contributed  several 
copies  of  verses;  but  he  belonged  to  that  class  of  versi- 
fiers who  aim  at  immoi  tality  by  writing  "sonnets  to 
their  mistresses'  eyebrows. " 

Prefixed  to  this  volume  there  is  an  odd  looking  em- 
bellishment, by  way  of  frontispiece,  which  was  design- 
ed by  Peter  Markoe,  and  drawn  and  engraved  by  James 
Peller  Malcolm.  It  is  a  very  unfavorable  specimen  of 
the  state  of  the  fine  arts  in  Philadelphia,  at  that  time, 
and  is  now  noticed  only  on  account  of  the  engraver. 
Malcolm  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  David  Terr.  For  about  two  years 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  exercised  his  trade 
in  his  native  city,  and  removed  to  London  in  1788, 
where  he  acquired  some  celebrity  as  an  antiquarian  and 
engraver.  He  published  several  volumes  of  antiquities 
and  other  subjects,  and  died  in  tlie  year  1815.  In  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  for  June  of  that  year,  is  a  sketch 
of  his  life,  written  by  himself^  in  which  he  states,  with 
an  air  of  great  self-satisfaction,  that  he  no  sooner  became 
his  own  master,  and  was  at  liberty  freely  to  exercise  his 
own  judgment,  than  he  cro.ssed  the  Atlantic  to  pay 


that  allegiance  which  he  owed  at  the  time  of  his  birth. 
Fi'om  this  it  would  appear  that  the  amor  patriae  with  Mr. . 
Malcolm,  consisted  more  in  the  love  of  political  institu- 
tions than  of  the  natale  solum.  Many  were  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking;  but  the  year  1788  was  rather  too  late  a 
period  to  put  such  a  determination  into  execution. 
Malcolm  was  of  diminutive  stature,  had  a  remarkably 
squeaking  voice,  and  was  effeminate  in  his  mannei  s. 

That  "honest  chronicler,"  Robert  Proud,  was  born 
in  England,  in  1738,  which  country  he  left  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1758,  and  in  the  beg-inning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  landed  in  America,  where  he  was  kindly 
received,  but  having  no  employment,  spent  several 
months  in  travelling,  principally  among  friends,  in  the 
eastern  provinces.  Returning,  towards  the  close  of 
that  year,  he  commenced  teaching  Greek  and  Latin,  in 
the  Friend's  School  in  Philadelphia,  and  continued  in 
that  employment  until  1-770,  when  he  entered  into  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  younger  brother,  John,  which 
was  continued,  until  interrupted  by  the  revolution, 
when,  reduced  in  his  circurnstances,  b}'  the  stoppag'e  of 
trade  and  depreciation  of  continental  money,  he  under- 
took to  write  a  history  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  year  1780  his  necessities  compelled  hirn  to  re-  ■ 
sume  the  duties  of  a  teacher,  which  he  continued  to 
perform  with  undiminished  reputation,  until  1790,  when 
increased  3'ears  induced  him  to  relinquish  his  arduous 
occupation,  and  he  now  devoted  his  time  to  the  com- 
pletion of  his  history,  which  was  published  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1797.  He  continued  to  reside  in  that  city  until 
his  decease,  on  the.  4th  or  5th  of  Jul}',  1813,  in  the  85lh 
3'ear  of  his  age.  He  retained  his  mental  faculties  un- 
impaired until  his  last  illness,  and  suffered  less  from  bo- 
dily infii'mity  than  is  usual  witli  those  who  arrive  at  so 
great  an  age.  He  was  never  married.  His  figure  was 
tall,  erect  and  slender;  his  countenance  strongly  marked 
and  expressive;  his  dress  neat,  and  though  not  remark- 
able for  its  plainness,  conformable  to  that  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Ills  general 
appearance  was  venerable  and  commanding;  his  man- 
ners were  polished,  mild  and  conciliatory;  his  moral 
conduct  through  life  was  pure  and  irreproachable;  and 
his  classical  attainments  Vfere  unusually  various,  accu-': 
rate  and  extensive. 

There  is  no  American  poet  so  purely  national  as 
Philip  Freneau.    His  writings  are  characterized  by  ro- 
bustenergy,  suited  to  the  times  in  v\hich  they  were  pub- 
lished.   Devoid  of  the  ornament  of  language,  and  the  ' 
f}owers  of  imagination,  they  depend  upon  g-enuine  wit  ' 
and  g'ood  sense,  clearly  expressed,  to  secure  the  favoir 
of  the  reader.    Freneau  was  almost  destitute  of  pathos, 
not  very  nice  in  the  selection  of  his  rhymes,  and  he 
wrote  principally  upon  occasional  subjects;  yet  the  sub-  ' 
jects  chosen  were  of  such  a  nature,  that  his  poems  have  ' 
lost  but  little  of  their  original  interest,  by  the  lapse  of  . 
time.    He  commenced  writing  during  the  revolution, 
and  his  songs  weie  popular  among  the  sokheiy.    He  ': 
contributed  liberally  to  the  newspaper  press,  both  in 
prose  and  verse,  and  his  communications  were  eagerly 
and  beneficially  circulated  throughout  the  dlft'erent  .: 
states.    The  name  of  Freneau  was  generally  known,  • 
and  we  frequently  meet  with  complimentary  reference  ■ 
to  his  writings. 

Freneau  published  a  volume  of  miscellaneous  wri-  ■ 
tings  in  1786,  anothertwo  years  afterwards,  and  a  third 
in  1795.    In  1809  he  psblished  two  volumes  of  poems,  ■ 
selected  from  the  foregoing,  to  which  original  poems 
were  added.    In  1815  he  gave  to  the  public  two  small 
volumes  more,  which  were  published  in  New  York,  all  ^ 
the  others  having  been  printed  in  Philadelphia.  Ou 
author  was  at  one  time  a  captain  of  a  vessel  'n  the  coast- 
ing trade,  and  for  two  years  the  editor  of  a  newspaper. 
He  commenced  the  National  Gazette  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1791,  and  it  was  continued, 
twice  a  week,  until  the  26th  of  October,  1793.    lie  dis- 
pkayed  considerable  talent  in  this  arduous  and  responsi- 
ble station,  and  in  his  latter  years  did  not  escape  the  in- 
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variable  fate  of  the  votaries  of  the  Muses,  poverty.   We  1 
have  been  unable  to  learn  the  events  of  his  protracted  ' 
life,  and  trust  that  those  who  may  be  familiar  with  his  I 
career,  will  not  withhold  an  account  of  it  from  the  pub- 
lic.   He  was  born  in  TSfew  .lersey. 

Hugh  Henry  Breckenridge,  the  facetious  and  satiric- 
al author  of  Modern  Chivalry,  maintains  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  literature  of  Pennsylvania.    His  public  sta- 
tion, eccentricity  of  character,  and  literary  productions 
render  him  a  subject  for  the  pen  of  the  biogi'apher,  and 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  preparing  such  a  publication, 
for  if  a  few  )'ears  more  are  permitted  to  elapse,  without 
collecting  the  materials,  instead  of  the  vivid  and  g-rapli- 
ic  picture  of  the  man,  nothing  more  than  a  rude  and 
imperfect  outline  will  be  presented.    There  is  still  an 
abundance  of  anecdote,  illustrative  of  his  character,  and 
he  possessed  so  many  striking  features,  that  the  artist 
must  be  unskilful  indeed,  who  could  not  endue  his 
sketch  almost  with  vitality.    Our  author  was  by  birth  a 
Scotchman;  educated  to  the  bar,  and  appointed  to  a 
seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  1799.    He  resided  at  Carlisle,  in  the  interior  of 
that  state,  and  died  in  the  year  1816.    The  romance  of 
Modern  Chivalry  is  his  masterpiece;  and  the  pungency 
of  its  satire  reminds  us  not  unfrequently  of  both  the 
strength  and  coarseness  of  Rabelais  and  Swift.  Tlic 
second  part  of  this  work  appeared  in  1792.    A  small 
volume,  entitled  Gazette  Publications,  -which  appeared 
at  Carlisle  in  1806,  contains  much  sportive  wit.  This 
volume  is  simply  what  its  title  promises;  a  number  of 
essays,  which  he  had  given  to  the  public,  in  the  ephe- 
meral columns  of  newspapers,  collected  into  a  more 
permanent  form.    His  Law  Miscellanies  contains  more 
speculative  entertainment  than  solid  instruction;  and 
his  Epistle  to  Walter  Scott  will  not  place  him,  as  a  ver- 
sifier, above  mediocrit)".    AVe  are  not  familiar  with  any 
other  of  Ills  productions,  except  the  opinions  delivered 
in  his  judicial  capacity.  These  develope  great  resources 
of  mind,  if  not  much  profundity  of  legal  acquirement. 
He  appears  to  have  been  fond  of  dissenting  from  the 
decision  of  his  fellow  judges,  which  collision  of  opinion 
elicited  much  ingenious  argument,  and  affords  the 
practitioner  of  law  an  opportunity  of  viewing  many  im- 
portant points  of  his  profession  in  various  aspects. 
Breckenridge   was  entirely  too  speculative  for  the 
thorough-paced  lawyer,  who.  if  he  take  a  step  without 
precedent,  is  immechately  lost  in  a  labyrinth  of  confu- 
sion.   There  are  many  in  the  profession  who  exclaim 
ita  lex  scripta  est,  and  there  is  no  departing  from  this 
maxim;  who,  on  every  occasion,  confidently  cite  a  case 
in  point,  without  dreaming  that  every  case  has  its  shade 
of  distinction.    Breckenridge  was  unwilling  to  travel  in 
the  beaten  track,  merely  because  it  had  been  travelled 
before;  andif,  after  investigation,  he  discovered  another 
to  be  the  right  path,  though  from  long  disuse  over- 
grown with  briers  and  brambles,  he  would  endeavour 
to  force  his  way  through  it,  regardless  of  the  difficulties 
which  he  might  encounter  in  the  undertaking. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
several  writers  of  a  superior  order  of  intellect  appeared 
in  Philadelphia.  It  strikes  us  that  at  no  period,  before 
or  since,  has  that  city  contained  so  many,  qualified  to 
shine  in  the  department  of  polite  literature.  The  Port 
Folio  called  into  action  talent,  which  otherwise  would 
ha\  e  lain  dormant;  but  the  literature  of  that  paper  was 
tainted  with  the  asperity  of  the  times.  The  muses 
were  made  subservient  to  politics,  and  rnore  so  in  Phila- 
delphia than  in  any  other  city  in  the  union;  for,  being 
the  seat  of  government,  it  appears  to  have  been  ini- 
^  practicable  even  to  breathe  the  atmosphere  that  sur- 
rounded it,  during  that  turbulent  period,  without  par- 
taking of  the  contagion. 

John  E.  Hall,  Esq.  has  published  a  sketch  of  the  life 
of  Joseph  Dennie,  from  which  we  learn  that  he  was  born 
in  Boston,  on  the  30th  of  August,  1768.  His  father  was 
a  respectable  merchant  of  that  city.  In  1784,  our  au- 
thor was  placed  in  a  compting-house,  which  he  soon 


left,  resumed  his  studies,  and  finally  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1790.    He  left  the  Alma  Mater  with  no  very 
kindly  feelings.  &.  we  presume  that  there  was  but  little 
congeniality  between  the  austere  discipline  of  a  college, 
and  the  convivial  propensities  of  Dennie .    He  commen- 
ced the  study  of  the  law  at  Ciiarlestown,  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  same  year,  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar, 
but  appears  to  have  been  disgusted  at  the  outset,  by  a 
plain  matter  of  fact  judge,  who  could  not  discover  the 
object  of  a  speech  which  the  young  advocate  pronoun-  . 
ced  before  him,  so  profusely  were  the  flowers  of  rheto- 
ric scattered.    This  discomfiture, — and  it  is  such  as  is 
encountered  by  most  beginners,  who  attempt  to  soar 
beyond  the  regions  of  common  sense — had  an  evident 
effect  upon  the  delicate  mind  of  Dennie,  and  he  decla- 
red th.at  it  would  be  the  last  time  that  he  would  attempt 
to  batter  down  a  stone  Wall  with  roses.  How  long  he  re- 
mained at  Charlestown  is  not  known.     He  remo\ed  to 
Walpole,  where  he  opened  an  office  for  a  short  time, 
.and  in  the  Spring  of  1795  he  went  to  Boston,  and  en- 
deavored to  establish  a  weekly  paper,  under  the  title  of 
the  TahJet.    This  paper  w.as  first  published  on  the  19th 
ofMay,  and  terminated  on  the  11th  of  August.  Disapr 
pointed  in  this  project, he  returned  toWalpole,&  became 
the  editor  of  the  Farmer's  Museum,  in  which  he  commen- 
ced hisessays.entitlcd  The  Lay  Preacher .  Hebecame  dis- 
satisfied with  the  conduct  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Muse- 
um towards  him,  &  in  1799  he  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
in  consequence  of  being  appointed  private  secretary  tp 
Mr.  Pickering,  then  Secretary  of  State.    This  station 
he  held  until  the  memorable  dispute  between  the  Pres- 
ident and  his  secretaries  in  ti>e  following  year.  His  first 
care  was  now  to  liquidate  the  debts  which  he  owed, 
when  he  left  New  Hampshire.    On  the  3d  of  Januarj"^, 
1801,  he  issue*l  the  first  number  of  the  Port  Folio, 
which,  under  his  auspices,  tended  more  to  the  dissemi' 
nation  of  a  correct  taste  in  literature,  than  any  periodi- 
cal published  on  the  continent  of  America  at  that  peri- 
od.   He  died  January  7,  1812,  and  "owed  to  friendship 
the  last  repose  of  his  mortal  remains,"  a  striking  illus- 
tration of  his  own  humorous  remark; — "To  study  with  a 
view  of  becoming  an  author  by  profession  in  America,  is 
a  prospect  of  no  less  flattering  promise  than  to  publish 
among  the  Esc[uimaux  an  essay  on  delicacy  of  taste,  or 
tofoundan  academy  of  sciences  in  I.apland,"    He  was 
buried  in  the  burial  ground  of  St.  Peter's  Church  in 
Philadelphia,  and  John  Quincy  Adams  wrote  the  in- 
scription for  the  monument  over  his  grave.    Few  au- 
thors have  been  as  fortunate  in  the  acqiii.sition  of  fame 
as  Dennie;  for  when  we  examine  upon  how  slight  a  se- 
curity it  depends,  the  wonder  arises  how  it  was  acqui- 
red.   His  literary  labors  may  be  briefly  enumerated. — 
They  consist  of  the  Lay  Preacher,  about  twelve  num- 
bers of  a  papei-.entitlcd  the  Farrago,and  his  editorial  par* 
,   ag-raphs  in  the  Port  Folio,  for  he  confined  himself  to 
paragraphs,  and  depended,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the 
contributions  of  correspondents,  and  foreign  journals, 
to  fill  his  pages.    His  reading  was  various  but  not  pro- 
foufid,  and,  blest  with  a  retentive  memory,  he  did  not 
soon  forget  what  he  read.     He  was  a  convivialist, 
possessed  of  a  fine  flow  of  animal  spirits,  and  great  col- 
1   loquial  powers,  by  which  means,  all  that  he  knew  ap- 
;   peared  to  the  best  advantage. 

Among  the  contributors  to  the  Port  Folio  was  Alex- 
I  ander  Graydon,  author  of  a  delightful  book,  entitled 
I  "Memoirs  of  a  Life,  chiefly  passed  in  Pennsylvania." — 
.  He  was  an  officer  for  a  short  time  in  the  revolutionary 
;  army,  and  his  book  contains  many  graphic  sketches  of 
■  occurrences  of  that  eventful  period.  He  wrote  with 
.  much  pleasantry,  and  seldom  fails  to  impress,  in  vivid 
.  colors,  his  pictures  on  the  imagination  of  the  reader. — 
Graydon  was  born  on  the  10th  of  April,  1752,  in  the  vil- 
;  lag-e  of  Bristol.  His  father,  who  had  been  designed  for 
I  the  pulpit,  left  Ireland  in  1730,  and  on  his  arrival  in 
;  America,  directed  his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits, 
.  and  afterwards  to  the  law.  In  1761  the  subject  of  our 
I  notice  lost  his  father,  whose  property  being  inadec^uatQ 


1829.] 


PENNSYLVANIA  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


269 


to  the  support  of  his  widow,  she  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  established  a  boarding  house.  Mr.  Giaydon 
received  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  language  from  Mr. 
Beveridge,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  the  stu- 
dy of  the  law.  During  this  probation  he  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  the  French  language.  In  January  1776, 
he  received  a  captain's  commission  in  the  battalion  un- 
der the  command  ot'Col.  Cadwalader.  In  tlie  Spring  of 
the  same  year,  his  regiment  was  ordei-ed  to  New  York, 
and  in  November  surrendered  to  the  British,  at  Fort 
Washington. 

It  was  not  until  the  early  part  of  1778,  that  he  was 
exchanged,  and  he  did  not  alterwards  resume  his  sta- 
tion in  the  army.  He  now  man-  '  d;  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,andin  1785  was  appointed  prothonotary  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Dauphin,  which  office  he  held  until  the  election  of 
Governor  M'Kean,  when  he  was  removed,  on  account 
of  his  political  opinions.  He  makes  use  uf  unbecoming 
asperity  of  language,  in  his  commentson  certain  gentle- 
men, at  that  time  distinguished  in  the  democratic  partjf. 
His  remarks  are  otherwise  liberal,  and  indicative  of  a 
cultivated  mind.  His  reading  must  have  been  exten- 
sive, and  his  desire  to  display  it  has  sometimes  the  ap- 
peai-ance  of  pedantry.  He  wrote  politiral  essays  in  Fen- 
no's  Gazette,  in  1797,  and  at  different  periods  contribu- 
ted to  the  Port  Folio.  He  died  in  1818,  in  Philadelphia, 
aged  about  sixty -five.  In  stature  he  was  beneath  the 
common  size,  and  in  liis  youth  remarkably  active;  pos- 
sessing an  intelligent  countenance,  which  became  ani- 
mated in  conversation.  He  has  been  thus  described: 
"He  was  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  that  old  school  of 
accomplished  gentlemen,  which  flourished  before  our 
revolution;  at  a  period  when  the  courtesy  of  society 
was  not  disturbed  by  insubordination  in  systems,  nor  vi- 
olated by  laxity  in  sentiments.  In  his  youth  Mr.  Gray- 
don  was  remarkable  for  the  elegance  of  his  person,  and 
he  retained  that  advantage  in  an  uncommon  degree,  un- 
til his  latest  hour."  He  had  projected  a  revised  and  an 
enlarged  edition  of  his  Memoirs,  but  died  before  he  had 
■made  much  progress. 

Samuel  Ewing  was  one  of  the  intimates  of  Dennie. — 
He  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Ewing;  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
August  16,  1776,  and  educated  under  his  father,  while 
provost  of  the  college.  He  was  placed  in  the  compting- 
house  of  John  Swanwick,  already  mentioned,  and  made 
one  voyage  as  supercargo,  but  to  what  port  we  know 
not.  ^  On  his  return  he  abandoned  commercial  pursuits, 
studied  law  with  William  Lewis,  and  was  called  to  the 
bar  in  the  year  1800.  In  the  early  volumes  of  the  Port 
Folio,  he  published  some  poetical  pieces,  entitled  "Re- 
flections in  Solitude,"  besides  other  writings,  both  in 
prose  and  verse.  In  1809  he  commenced  the  "Select 
Reviev.'s,  and  Spirit  of  the  Foreign  Magazines,"  which 
he  continued  to  edit  about  three  3-ears,  when  he  sold  his 
interest.  He  now  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his 
profession,  and  died  February  8,  1825.  R.  p.  S. 

Phil  MmtJdy  Mag. 


REPORT  ON  WIIXS'  LEGACY. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1825. 
The  Subscribers,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Town  Meeting  of  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  31st  ult.  "to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  fund  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Wills,  to  estab- 
lish an  Asylum  for  the  Lame  and  Blind  Poor,  and  wheth- 
er any,  and  if  any,  what  measures  are  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued to  secure  a  compliance  with  the  views  of  the  Tes- 
tator," beg  leave  to  report— That  upon  application  to 
the  Executors  of  the  will,  and  the  counsel  employed  by 
tho  public  authorities  of  the  city,  they  find  that  the 
amount  of  the  bequest  is  about  ninety  thousand  dollars 
— That  owing  to  an  informality  or  misnomer  in  the  title 
of  the  city,  the  authorities  of  which  were  left  Trustees 
of  the  fund,  a  suit  has  been  commenced  by  the  heirs  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  to  determine  whether 
the  error  vitiates  the  bequest;  that  a  trial  of  the  merits 


of  the  case  may  be  expected  this  year  in  the  regular 
course  of  business — that  the  amount  of  the  bequest  was 
in  due  time  invested  in  productive  stocks — that  the  in- 
terest thereon,  amounting  to  about  a  thousand  dollars 
per  quarter;  is  regularly  invested  in  the  same  way  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Orphan's  Court — that  the  com- 
mittee can  devise  no  means  whereby  the  appropriation 
of  the  money  pursuant  to  the  will  of  the  Testator  can 
be  acelerated,  and  therefore,  that  the  decision  of  the 
court  must  be  awaited. 

,         >'         MATHEW  CAREY,    1  " 
J.  R.  COATES,  I  g 

-       ^  ISAAC  LEA,  \  3 

■  JOS.  G.  NANCREDE.J  a 

TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Athenae- 
um of  Philadelphia,  the  following  resolutions  were  unan- 
imously adopted  : 

Mhenxum,  March  ZUt,ld,'29. 

The  Board  having  learned  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence of  the  decease  of  Wm.  Lehman,  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, at  Ilarrisburg,  on  the  29th  inst.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  while  we  deplore  the  event  of  his 
death  as  a  public  loss,  we  deem  it  due  to  his  memory,  to 
record  our  testimony  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  w^e 
held  his  character  as  a  member  of  this  Board. 

That  this  board  feel  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  great  utility  of  his  services  to  this  state,  by  a  steady 
and  untiring  perseverance,  for  a  series  of  years,  in  de- 
veloping her  resources,  and  in  directing  their  efficient 
application  to  tlie  perfection  of  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, eminently  calculated  to  elevate  the  charac- 
ter, and  promote  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  the  commonwealth. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  held  on  the  20th  April, 

the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Whereas,  the  directors  have  received  information 
that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  has  been  bequeath- 
ed to  the  Athenseum  by  their  lamented  associate  the 
late  William  Lehman,  Esq.  for  the  erection  of  a  buil- 
ding: 

Resolved,  That  the  very  liberal  bequest  of  Mr.  Leh- 
man to  this  institution,  merits  the  warmest  feelings  of 
gratitude  of  the  Board,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  that  no 
effort  on  our  part  shall  be  wanting  to  carry  into  effect 
the  intention  of  the  donoi-,  at  a  suitable  period,  and  to 
demonstrate  to  the  public  how  highly  we  appreciate  so 
laudable  an  example. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolution  be  published. 

,       _WM.  MTLHENNEY.Sec'y. 

PENNSYLVANIA  HORTICULTURAI.  f 
SOCIETY. 

At  the  stated  meeting  held  on  Monday,  the  6th  April, 
various  interesting  products  were  brought  forward,  a- 
mong  which  the  following  deserve  particular  notice: 

Mr.  D' Arras  exhibited — 1.  A  Meapilus  Japon{ca,w\l\\ 
its  beautiful  yellow  plums  perfectly  ripe.  The  plant, 
when  in  flower,  was  shown  last  autumn.  2.  A  shad- 
dock grown  by  himself,  17  inches  in  circumference. 

Mr.  M'Arran  brought  Cassia  Suaveolens,  in  flower. 
This  plant  is  a  native  of  New  South  Wales,  and  was  in- 
troduced by  the  late  eminent  botanist,  Fred.  Pursh,  in 
the  year  1803,  and  was  first  cultivated  by  the  late  W. 
Hamilton  Esq.  at  the  Woodlands. 

Mr.  A.  Parker  exhibited  several  beautiful  daisies  in 
flower. 

Messrs.  Landreth — 1.  Several  magnificent  plants  of 
Camellia  Japonica,  white,  rose  colored  and  white  and 
red.  2.  Heads  of  a  very  large  and  improved  variety  of 
early  lettuce,  the  result  of  their  own  experiments  and 
skill.  3.  Two  bottles  of  white  currant  wine,  sent  them 
by  John  Prince,  Esq.  Jamaica  Plains,  near  Boston, 
for^the  society  in  order  to  show  that  the  opinion  of  the 
report  of  the  society's  meetings  held  in  November  lastg 
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viz.  that  currant  luineclocs  not  improve  hy  age,  is  not  cor- 
rect. Tlie  impression  that  this  description  of  wine  does 
not  improve  beyond  the  third  or  fourtli  j'ear,  very  gen- 
erally obtains.  "Mr.  P.  cultivates  the  white  currant  ex- 
tensively for  wine,  and  uses  no  other  wine.  This  spe- 
cies of  currant,  as  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  is  so 
far  preferable,  that  it  oug-ht  to  be  substituted  for  the  red, 
which  is  commonly  used  for  making-  wine  in  the  United 
States.  The  Society  are  duly  sensible  of  Mr.  Prince's 
attention,  but  candor  requires  it  to  be  said,  that  his  wine 
was  thought  to  be  slightly  acid,  and  not  equal  to  some 
specimens  exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  society  in  No- 
vember last. 

The  Chairman,  Dr.  Mease,  called  the  attention  of  the 
society  to  the  delicious  vegetable  Sea-Kale,  and  urg'ed 
the  cultivation  of  it  to  the  practical  gardeners  present. 
Although  a  standing  dish,  in  season,  at  all  tables  in 
England,  it  is  not  known  as  an  esculent  in  Pennsylvania. 
It  has,  however,  been  partially  cultivated  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut,  and  Is  highly  deserving  univer- 
sal culture.  By  many,  it  is  preferi'ed  to  asparagus. — 
The  late  Mr.  Curtis,  of  London,  well  known  as  an  ex- 
cellent botanist  and  gardener,  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the 
Sea-Kale,  which  m:iy  be  had  at  Mrs.  M'Mahon's  seed 
store,  South  Second  street.  Directions  for  its  culture 
are  also  given  in  M'Mahon's  Gardener,  in  the  Philadel- 
phia edition  of  Brewster's  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia, 
article  Horticulture,  and  in  the  5th  volume  of  Memoirs 
of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture. 
This  last  paper  is  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  of  Princeton, 
New  Jersey.  No  more  difficulty  attends  the  cultivation 
of  this  plant  thanof  asparagus;  and  It  lasts  many  more 
years  than  this  last  named  plant.  Messrs.  Landreth 
and   Mrs.  M'Mahon  cultivate  Sea-Kale  for  the  seed. - 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

That  a  premium  of  ten  dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of 
that  value,  be  awarded  to  the  person  who  shall  bring  to 
the  Philadelphia  Market  in  the  year  1831,  the  greatest 
quantity  (not  less  than  12  bunches  of  one  pound  each) 
and  best  quality  of  Sea-Kale,  properly  bleached.  The 
secretary  of  the  Society  to  be  informed  when  the  first 
parcel  is  offered  for  sale.  Application  for  the  pi-emlum 
to  be  made  not  later  than  the  first  Monday  in  July, 1831. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  first  exhibition  oif  horticultur.al  products. 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE  ON  CANAL  BILL, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of, Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

GEjfTiEMEs- — The  bill,  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Hail  Road,  has,  since  it  was  pre- 
sented to  me,  engaged  my  serious  attention  and  deliber- 
ation. The  result  is  that  I  feel  an  imperative  obligation 
upon  me  to  return  it  with  objections  to  the  house  of 
representatives,  where  it  originated. 

This  commonwealth  may  be  considered  as  pledged 
to  prosecute  with  energy  the  scheme  of  internal  im- 
provement. She  has  commenced  with  a  laudable  spirit 
of  enterprise,  and  a  wise  conception  of  her  policy  and 
interest;  but  while  she  is  liberal  In  appropriating  to  its 
execution  her  resources,  she  looks  to  u.s,  her  servants, 
for  a  judicious  and  economical  application  of  them.  - 
And  she  is  right  in  thus  holding  us  responsible.  Acting 
upon  this  recognised  right  on  the  one  hand,  and  respon- 
sibility on  the  other,  should  we  not,  in  authorising  loans 
upon  her  credit,  and  for  her  use,  have  a  watchful  care, 
that  we  do  not  exceed  the  amount  which,  calculating 
from  the  largest  expenditure  of  former  years,  will  be 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  present, 
and  by  that  means  avoid  the  payment  of  unnecessary  in- 
terest upon  an  unnecessarily  large  principal.  The  last 
season  was  particularly  favourable  for  constructing  pub- 
lic works,  and  the  sum  required  did  not  far  exceed  two 
millions,  it  is  therefore  not  probable,  that  a  sum  much 
exceeding  the  loan  of  last  year  will  be  necessary  the 
present  season,  for  all  the  purposes  of  spirited  and  vlg- 
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orous  operations.  If  in  your  wisdom,  you  should  deem 
it  proper.  In  considering  this  bill,  so  to  modify  it  as  to 
make  the  loan  the  present  year  two  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  it  will,  be  assured  gentlemen,  afford 
me  srreat  pleasure  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  you. 
"  -  J.  AND  HEW  SHULZE. 

Harrislurg,  Jlpril  20i!/i  1 829 . 

ANNALS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

FKOJt  THE  nECOVERED  JIINLTES. 

The  Water  street  draw-bridge  fell  in — the 
foundation  giving  way  to  the  great  danger 
and  Inconvenience  of  the  inhabitants — who 
presented  a  petition  praying  relief  Agreed 
that  the  Mayor  call  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates, 
and  assessors  of  the  city,  to  ])i'opose  laying  a 
tax  for  erecting  a  substantial  stone  bridge 
across  the  Dock  in  Water  street. 
May  28.  Recorder  reported  to  the  Board  that  the  ma- 
gistrates and  assessors  had  a  conference,  and 
the  latter  refused  to  lay  a  tax,  unless  from  an 
inspection  Into  the  state  of  the  funds  it  should 
appear  thej' were  not  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  bridge.  The  board  "were 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  they  were  under  no  ob- 
ligations to  apply  the  funds  of  the  Corporation 
to  erecting  the  said  bridge.  The  act  of  As- 
sembly expressly  directing  that  the  Magis- 
trates of  the  City,  should,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Assessors.from  time  to  time  lay  a  tax  on  the 
inhabitants  for  such  like  public  purposes. — 
That  therefore  the  claim  of  the  said  Assessors 
to  inspect  the  state  of  our  funds  was  new  and 
without  any  foundation  in  right."  Agreed  to 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  subject  at  a 
future  time;and-a  committee  appointed  to  have 
a  fence  put  up  to  prevent  personal  danger. 

T  he  above  subject  resumed.  Agreed  to  re- 
pair, build  up,  and  put  in  good  order,  the  stone 
walls  at  the  place  where  the  wooden  bridge 
.stood.  But  on  taking  the  question  whether  a 
bridge  should  also  be  built  at  the  expense  of 
the  board,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  A 
committee  appointed  to  have  the  walls  erect- 
ed, and  draw  on  Treasurer  for  expense  of  it. 

Samuel  Shoemaker  elected  Mayor,  &  James 
Allen,  Joshua  Howell,  and    Fisher,  Al- 

dermen. 

The  following  Rents  were  paid  for  last  year: 
Middle  ferry  on  Schuylkill,  £200;  old  ferry  on 
Delaware  at  £30;  a  stand  under  the  Court- 
house, £25;  blue  anchor  landing,  £30;  new 
ferry,  £30;  Potter's  field,  £10;  26  stalls  in  Jer- 
sey Market  .at  80^. ;  20  at  60.?.;  66  at  west  end 
of  Court-house,  6O5. 
\77\  An  address  voted  to  Gov.  Penn,  on  occasion 
April  27.  of  his  golngto  England,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  his  father,  Richard  Penn,  in  which 
they  assure  his  honor  that  "they  consider  it 
not  the  least  unfortunate  circumstance  atten- 
ding-that  event,  that  it  will  deprive  us  of  a 
Governor.whose  strict  probity,mlld  administra- 
tion, and  love  of  justice,  have  given  him  the 
universal  esteem  of  the  people  over  whom 
he  has  presided,  and  healed  those  unhappy  di- 
visions which  have  too  often  disturbed  our 
public  councils." 

Sundry  fines  collected  from  persons  in- 
dicted andconvlcted  of  a  riot  and  breaking  di- 
vers public  lamps.amountingto  £105 — agreed 
to  "be  generously  given  to  the  wardens,  to  be 
laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  said;city  in  lighting 
the  public  lamps,  and  supporting  the  nightly 
watch." 

Oct.    1.      John  Gibson,  elected  Mayor. 
Oct.  28,      Address  and  entertainment  voted  to  the  new 
Governoi-,  Richard  Penn. 


July  31. 


Oct.  2. 
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17T2       "The  Commissioners  for  clearing- the  river 
April  3.  Delaware  and  removing-  obstructions  to  its  nav- 
ig-ation,"  apply  for  a  sum  of  money  to  assist  in 
carrying-  it  on — £300  voted  for  the  purpose. 

£500  voted  towards  opening-,  clearing-,  and 
mating'  "the  new  Ttoad  lately  laid  out  and  or- 
dered to  be  opened  by  the  Governor  and 
Council,  leading-  from  tlie  middle  ferry  on 
Schuylkill  to  the  town  of  Strasburg-,  in  Lan- 
caster count}',  provided  £1000  be  voted  by 
the  Assembly. 

The  Recorder  and  other  gentlemen  of  the 
Law,  (members  of  the  board,)  desired  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  making-  some  ordinance 
to  prevent  the  practice  of  buying-  and  selling- 
])rovisions,  coming-  to  the  mai-ket,  before  the 
times  of  holding  the  said  markets,  whereby 
the  price  of  provisions  brought  to  market  have 
been  much  increased. 
Oct.  6.  "The  new  market  at  the  south' end-of  the 
city  having  not  been  regularly  under  the  care 
of  the  Clei-k  of  the  market — it  is  now  ordered, 
that  for  the  future,  tlie  said  Clerk  take  tiie 
proper  care  of  that  market,  and  receive  the 
rents  of  the  stalls. 
1773  J.  Gibson,  re-elected  Mayor.  '  -  '  "L '• 
Jan'y  26.  A  Committee  of  Assembly  confer  with  the 
Board,  stating  the  necessity  of  another  Market- 
I)ouse.  The  Board  agree  to  erect  one  at  their 
own  expense.  The  place  to  be  hereafter  de- 
cided. 

Jan'y  29.        The  new  Market  agreed  to  be  built  in 
Market  street,  between  3d  and  4th  streets — 
Joseph  Wood,  Joseph  Shippen,  jr.  and  Ste- 
'phen  Carmick  appointed  a  Committee  to  agree 
with  workmen  and  superintend  it. 

A  number  of  stalls  to  be  also  added  to  the 
Market  in  2d  near  South. 

Ma}'  1.  A  remonstrance  presented  bv  some  of  the  in- 
habitants in  the  neighborhood,  complaining 
that  a  Market  in  that  place,  (between  3d  and 
4th,)  would  be  an  additional  incumbrance  to 
the  street,  and  would  greatly  incommode 
them.  A  counter  memorial  was  also  present- 
ed, from  inhabitants  chiefly  residing  in  the  up- 
per end  of  Mai-ket  street,  urging  the  Board  to 
proceed.  "Tlie  wliole  matter  being  taken  in- 
to serious  consideration,  and  the  Board,  altho' 
very  averse  to  do  any  act  which  may  incom- 
mode any  number  of  the  respectable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city,  yet  having  pledged  their 
faith  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Province,  that  tlie 
market  should  be  built,  and  being  themselves 
convinced  of  the  necessity  thereof,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  inhabitants,  both  of  the 
country  and  city,  and  not  being  able  to  discov- 
er any  other  place  so  convenient  for  this  pur- 
pose, came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

On  the  1st  question.  Whether  this  Board  is 
satisfied  of  their  right  to  build  the  said  Market 
in  tlie  middle  of  the  street  called  High  street, 
leaving  a  proper  space  on  each  side  for  the 
passage  of  carriages'  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

On  the  2d  question  whether  the  building  the 
additional  market  resolved  on  at  last  meeting 
be  immediately  carried  into  execution — decid- 
ed in  affirmative. 
June  14.  The  Mayor  laid  before  the  board  an  applis- 
cation  in  writing  from  some  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  city  residing  or  owning  houses  in  Mar- 
ket street  requesting  the  board  would  decline 
the  immediate  carrying  into  execution  their 
resolution  to  erect  market  stalls  in  said  street 
between  3d  and  4th  streets  and  that  they  would 
consent  to  (he  entering  an  amicable  suit  at  law 
to  ti-y  the  right  of  this  corporation  to  erect 


those  stalls.  The  Board  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

June  22.  It  being  represented  that  the  stones  and 
lime  prepared  for  building  the  addition  to  the 
market  in  Hlg-h  street  have  been  violently 
taken  and  carried  away  from  the  ground  where 
they  were  deposited  and  the  lime  house  pull- 
ed down  and  destroyed.  The  Board  taking 
the  same  into  consideration — and  the  question 
being  put  whether  this  Board  shall  proceed  to 
bring  such  actions  to  recover  damages  for  the 
injury  they  have  sustained,  as  the  Law  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  shall  think  necessary  and 
proper.  Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

And  tjiose  Law  members  to  be  a  committee 
to  draw  orders  to  defray  the  expenses  of  car- 
r}'ing  on  the  suits. 

The  Board  then  took  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  proceeding  in  the  work  after  the 
the  suits  shall  be  brought — and  the  question 
being  put  whether  tlie  committee  shall  be  di- 
rected to  desist  for  the  present  from  prosecut- 
ing the  work  until  this  Board  shall  give  furth- 
er directions  therein. 
•,  Carried  by  a  majority  in  the  affirmative. 
June  24.  The  Board  having  at  their  last  meeting  di- 
rected the  committee  for  erecting  the  market 
to  desist  from  prosecuting  the  work  till  they 
should  receive  the  further  directions  of  the 
Board:  But  many  of  the  members  having  at 
that  time  expressed  their  desire  that  a  meeting 
of  the  Corporation  might  soon  be  called  to  de- 
termine finally  concerning  that  measure.  It 
was  therefore  now  proposed  that  as  the  last 
resolution  was  only  temporary  and  the  work- 
men were  not  ordered  to  be  discharged,  the 
Board  should  now  give  their  final  directions 
there-upon.  On  resuming  the  consideration 
of  that  matter  and'the  question  being  put 
whether  the  Committee  sliall  be  directed  to 
proceed  in  their  work.  Carried  by  a  great 
•  xnajority  in  the  affirmative.  ; 

"It  being  repi-esented  that  the  Meal  Market 
is  become  an  offensive  place,  and  that  it  is 
chiefly  made  use  of  by  the  Hucksters  of  Meal, 
_  arid  not  by  the  Country  people,  for  whose  use 
it  was  originally  intended — an  alteration  was 
proposed  and  adopted,  viz:  to  carry  up  piers 
"in  a  line  with  the  other  piers  of4he  market,  to 
support  the  roof,  and  to  take  down  the  stand-  - 
'    Ing  walls  so  as  to  control  the  maiket  and  leave 
more  space  for  the  passage  of  carriages  on  the 
north,  south,  and  west — and  that  being  so  les- 
sened it  might  still  be  kept  as  a  meal  market 
for  the  use  of  the  Country  people. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  public  scales  for 
vt'eighing  of  Hay,  which  tlie  Board  formerly  re- 
solved on,  be  now  immediately  provided;  and 
a  Committee  appointed  to  determine  upon  the 
proper  plan,  and  to  have  one  erected  at  the 
slip  on  Vine  street,  and  another  at  the  Blue 
Anchor. 

It  being  complained  of  as  very  inconvenient 
in  the  market  place,  that  horses  should  be 
suffered  to  stand  in  the  carts  which  bring  pro- 
visions, during  the  time  these  provisions  are 
selling — the  Clerk  of  the  market  is  to  prevent 
a  continuance  of  the  practice. 

Agreed  to  erect  a  number  of  additional  stalls 
in  the  new  market  near  South  street,  so  as  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy  between  those  already 
built,leavingout  Lombard  street.together  with 
such  a  proper  space  of  ground  on  each  side 
that  street,  as  the  committee  shall  think  conve- 
nient; and  also  so  many  single  stalls  to  the 
southward  and  northward  of  those,  now  stand. 
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ing-,  as  shall  make  in  the  whole  number  now 
standinp:,  not  exceeding'  twenty. 

The  Board  being-  met  agtceabic  to  the  re- 
quest of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  tliis 
city,  of  the  Society  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers; an  address  was  read  and  presented  to 
the  Board  earnestly  requesting-  they  would  for 
the  present  suspend  the  carrying-  into  execu-- 
tion  their  resolution  of  building  an  additional 
number  of  stalls  to  the  market  in  High  street, 
representing  that  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
rnucli  agitated  and  that  such  a  suspension 
would  be  the  means  of  restoring  peace  to  the 
City.  After  many  debates  and  a  full  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  it  was  agreed  by  a  mnjority 
to  suspend  the  work,  and  to  bring  actions  for 
the  trespasses  already  committed — also  resolv- 
ed to  desist  fi  om  building  the  stalls  in  the  new 
market  andthat  the  meal  market  remain  as  it  is. 


.■'      liARLY  HISTORY  OF  PENNSyLVANIA. 

Commission  io  the  Council. 
William  Penn  absolute  proprietary  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsilvania  and  Countys  annexed  to  his  Trusty  be- 
loved Friends  the  Provinciall  Councill  for  ye  Province 
of  Pennsilvania  &c.  Greeting  since  the  Providence  of 
God  hath  disappoynted  my  reall  Intentions  and  Ernest 
Inclinations  of  Coming  to  you  for  some  Time  longer, 
and  to  ye  End  ye  Inhabitants  thei'eof  may  be  assured  I 
have  and  seek  no  other  Interest  then  what  is  agreable 
with  theirs  I  doe  Consent  that  you  please  yourselves  h 
therefore  doe  hereby  Impower  you  to  Cliuse  Three 
persons  within  ye  said  Province  or  County  s  annexed  to 
present  to  me  by  ye  very  first  opportunity  out  of  which 
I  shall  chuse  one  for  my  deputy  or  Leiftenant  Governor, 
and  till  my  mind  therein  is  knowne  I  doe  hereby  order 
th;it  he  that  has  ye  most  votes,  or  is  first  chosen  by  you 
shall  from  ye  time  of  ye  Choice  act  as  my  Depvity  or 
Lieften:int  Governor  everye  said  Province  &.  Territorys 
according  to  ye  Power  and  Limitation  of  former  Com- 
missions you  takeing  care  to  Support  him  in  ye  Capaci- 
ty Revoaking  all  former  Commissions  to  any  Else  grant- 
ed and  Requiring  all  persons  concerned  to  g-Ive  him 
that  Res))ect  due  to  his  high  Station  given  at  Lofidon 
ye  25th  day  of  ye  7th  mo  1689.    WILLIAM  PENN. 

William  Penn  Absolute  Proprietary  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsilvania  and  Counties  Annexed  to  his  Trusty 
and  Beloved  Friends  the  Provincial  Councill  for  ye 
Province  of  Pennsilvania  &c.  Greeting  Since  ye  Pro- 
vidence of  God  hath  disappointed  my  reall  Intentions 
and  Earnest  inclinations  of  Coming  to  you  for  some 
Time  Longer  and  to  the  End  ye  Inhabitants  thereof 
may  be  assured  I  have  and  seek  no  other  Interest  than 
what  is  agreable  to  theirs,  I  have  thought  fitt  to  appoynt 
you  my  Deputy  and  Lieftenant  in  Government  and  do 
accordingly  hereby  Constitute  you  my  Deputy  to  act 
and  doe  in  all  things  in  my  name  and  Stead,  according 
to  ye  Power  and  Limitations  of  former  Commissions.  I 
Doe  also  Impower  you' to  Elect  ye  President  from  time 
to  time  as  you  se,  Cause  so  as  he  and  you  exactly  an- 
swer ye  Charter  and  Laws  of  ye  Country  Requiring  all 
persons  Concerned  to  give  you  ye  Respect  due  to  your 
high  station  which  Commission  shall  Continue  so  long 
as  I  shall  see  Convenient  Given  at  London  this  25th  of 
ye  7th  month  1689. — Ibid. 

PENNSYI^VANIA  CANAI,. 
The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 

Treasury  Office  of  Pennsi/lvania, 
'April  21,  1829. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentleimen — In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  res- 
olution of  the  senate,  passed  this  day,  requiring  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  to  in- 
form the  senate  of  the  amount  of  money  paid  for  canal 


and  rail  road  purposes,  between  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1828,  and  the  1st  day  of  April  1829;  also  how  much  has 
been  drawn  within  the  present  month,  and  what  the 
probable  demand  will  be  within  the  next  month,  1  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  which  exhib- 
its the  amount  paid  for  canal  and  rail  road  purposes,  be- 
tween the  1st  of  April  1828,  and  the  1st  of  April  1829; 
as  also  the  amount  paid  for  said  purposes  during  the 
present  month. 

As  it  regai  ds  the  "probable  demand  witliin  the  next 
month,"  I  have  to  stale  to  your  honourable  body,  that  I 
have  no  means  whereby  to  form  an  estimate  save  that  of 
comparison  with  the  disbursements  of  the  correspond- 
ing month  of  the  last  year,  which  will  be  found  by  the 
statement  herewith  transmitted,  to  be  ^201,784  13. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  A.  MAHON, 

Treas.  Board  Canal  Commissioners. 
A  STATEMENT  exhibiting  the  amount  of  payments 
made  by  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Board  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners for  Canal  and  Rail  Road  purposes  per  month, 
between  the  1st  April  1828,  and  1st  April  1829,  as  also 
the  aggregate  amount  of  payments  made  within  the 
present  month. 


1828~April, 
May, 

June,  "  '-. 
July,  '-'1^ 
August, 
September", 
Ottober,  '- 
November, 
Decembei7 
1829— January  - 
Febi-uary,  '  . 
March, 

-■.     .  '  /,.  7 
April,     :  - 


170,105  82 
201,784  13 
235,362  28 
250,838  01 
211,867  64 
270,721  67 
209,466  52 
229,872  11 
363,175 
340,085 
342,166 
273,576 


67 
40 
57 
67 


$2,999,022  59 
94,256  66 

..$3,093,279  25 


CHRIST  CHUKCH  COM3IUNION  PLATE. 

Christ  Church,  in  this  city,  furnishes  many  interest- 
ing associations  to  the  mind  of  the  Antiquarian.  The 
original  budding  was  a  small  one,  standing  in  about  the 
centre  of  the  present  scite — one  story  high;  and  it  was 
left  standing,  while  the  present  church  was  erected  over 
it.  The  bell  of  the  first  church  was  hung  near  it,  in  the 
crotch  of  a  tree.  The  present  chime  of  bells  was  pur- 
chased in  England,  at  a  cost  of  £900,  and  were  brought 
out  by  Ca])lain  Budden,  of  the  good  ship  Matilda,  and 
iio  freight  charged.  As  often  as  he  arrived  from  subse-' 
quent  voyages,  the  bells  rang  a  merry  peal  of  gratitude 
for  the.  favor.  The  whole  weight  of  the  bells  is  about 
80001b, that  of  the  tenor  bell  ISOOlb.  One  of  the  first  ring- 
ers was  killed,  from  unskilful  management  of  the  rope. 
We  called  the  other  day  on  a  gentleman  who  has  the 
comniunion  plate  in  charge  for  safe  keeping,  and  never 
having  seen  a  description  of  it,  or  of  its  inscriptions  pub- 
lished, we  copied  the  latter.  It  consists  of  three  silver 
plates,  with  the  following  inscription:  "The  Gift  of 
Colin.  Rhart  Quarry,  to  Christ  Church  in  Philadelphia, 
this  29th  8  br.  1712;"  a  Goblet  the  Gift  of  Queen  Anne: 
"Anns  Anglicans  apud  Philadelphiam,  A.  D.  1708;" 
two  tankards  with  same  inscription;  a  goblet  sun  ounded 
on  the  outside  with  figures  of  the  Apostles, neatly  engra- 
ved;another  ancient  goblet,with  a  veryantique  look,"th3 
Gift  of  Margaret  Tresse  Spinster,  to  Christ  Church  in 
Philadelphia."  and  an  elegant  urn  of  large  size,  with 
the  following  marks:  "Mrs.  Sarah  Redman,  to  Christ 
Chui-ch  Communion  Table,  1825."  The  whole  is  in  ex- 
cellent preservation,  and  is  kept  very  clean  and  neatj 
we  trust  it  may  reach  posterity  through  several  coming 
centuries — its  value  will  increase  in  proportion  to  its  an- 
tiquity,— Saturday  Evening  Bulletin. 
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HISTORY  OF  BYiSERRY. 

Extracted  from  '  ISketches,"  by  Isaac  Coiiily,  in  the  memoirs  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  reniiS3'lvanla,  vol.  2,  p.  i6i,  1827. 

B3'berry  Township  lies  in  the  north-east  end  of- the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  distant  from  the  city  between 
thirteen  and  sixteen  miles.  It  is  bounded  by  the  Manor 
of  Mooreland,  and  the  Townships  of  Lower  Dublin, 
Bensalem,  and  Southampton.  Its  length  is  about  five 
miles,  its  breadth  variable,  at  most  about  three  miles. 
It  contains  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ."-ixty-slx 
acres,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  d welling'-houses,  and 
in  1820,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eiglit  inhabitants.  In 
the  census  of  1810,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  sta- 
ted to  be  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  of  whom  three 
hundred  and  sixty  were  mates,  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-four females,  and  thirty-tliree  blacks. 

We  are  told  that  the  family  of  the  Waltons,  who 
were  among  the  first  settlers,  gave  it  the  name  of  B3'- 
berry,  in  reference  to  a  place  of  that  name  where  they 
dwelt  in  England. 

The  face  of  the  cotintry  possesses  an  agreeable  dis- 
tribution of  inequalities,  and  tliere  are  some  fine  ri- 
sing grounds,  particularly  in  the  upper  section  of  the 
Township.  Edge  hill  crosses  the  northern  corner,  near 
-to  which  is  the'source  of  Poquesink  creek:  this  stream 
forms  the  line  between  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and 
Bucks,  and  empties  into  the  Delaware  half  a  mile  be- 
low White  sheet  bay.  Poquesink  and  its  western 
branches,  water  most  of  tlie  farms  in  Byberry. 

The  geological  features  of  the  township  are  not  stri- 
king. Dr.  Troost  in  his  survey  observes,  "we  are  still 
here  in  the  gneiss  formation  containing  a  subsoil  of  blue 
loam.  The  amphibolic  rocks  project  above  the  ground 
to  the  west  of  Smithfield,  and  going  more  north  we 
meet  in  the  northern  part  of  Byberry  Township  near 
the  commencement  of  the  Poquesink  creek,  the  mica 
slate."  .  . 

The  soil  for  cultivation  is  a  sandy  loam  from  six  to 
eight  inches  deep,  l3"ing  on  a  stiff  loamy  subsoil,  of  from 
four  to  six  feet  deep. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Townsend's  mill,  -where  the 
Poquesink  winds  between  two  stony  ridges,  there  is 
■  the  singular  appearance  of  two  natural  abutments  of 
rock  opposite  each  other,  as  if  Nature  had  intended  to 
lend  her  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the 
stream.  Whether  these  rocks,  so  similar  in  all  respects, 
and  the  apparent  bi-oken  ends  so  nearly  corresponding 
with  each  other,  have  ever  been  one  solid  body,  and 
separated  by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  or  the  effect 
been  gradually  produced  by  the  constant  attrition  of 
the  water,  we  must  leave  others  to  conjecture. 

About  three  quarters  of  a  mile  further  down  the  creek 
near  the  road  to  Dunk's  ferry,  a  point  six  or  eight 
perches  in  breadth  appears  to  have  once  projected 
from  the  western  bank,  twelve  or  fifteen  perches  into 
the  valley.  It  is  supposed  that  the  Poquesink  formerly 
passed  round  it;  but  that  the  current  striking  directly 
against  its  base,  the  forcible  attacks  of  large  freshets  at 
length  undermined  the  hill,  and  a  passage  from  the 
creek  was  opened  through  it.  This  aperture  is  three  or 
four  perches  in  width,  and  the  point  of  the  hill  near 
twenty  feet  in  height,  and  of  the  dimensions  of  half  an 
acre,  detached  from  the  adjacent  promontory,  is  left 
standing  in  the  valley  alone. 
Vol.  hi.  35 


In  a  rock  on  Aaron  Walton's  land  is  a  representation 
of  the  print  of  a  man's  foot.  This  and  a  similar  appear.-- 
ance  in  a  rock  near  the  mouth  of  Poquesink,  have  long 
been  considered  as  natural  curiosities. 

It  is  observable  that  the  water-courses  in  Byberry  are 
much  inclined  to  the  western  side  of  the  vallies — that  the 
grounds  on  this  side  are  most  prominent — and  generally 
found  to  contain  the  best  stone  for  building.  It  is  rare 
to  find  a  good  quarry  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  vallies, 
orin  any  of  the  level  lands. 

The  timber  tiiost  natural  to  the  soil,  is — hickory, 
black,  white,  red,  and  Spanish  oak;  poplar,  chestnut, 
maplcr  sassafras,  beech,  dog-wood,  red  cedar,  gum, 
persimmon,  wild  cherry,  and  in  one  place,  pine. 

There  are  three  grist-mills  in  the  township,  two  saw- 
mills, several  retail  stores,  and  shops  for  mechanics  of 
different  kinds;  but  no  factory,  nor  tavern.  The  inhab- 
itants generally  are  farmers,  and  a  majority  are  members 
or  professors  with  t!ie  Society  of  Friends.  There  are 
a  few  Episeo])alians,  Baptists,  and  Presbyterians,  and 
some  that  make  little  profession  with  any  religious  de- 
nomination. The  Friends'  meeting  house  is  near  the 
centre  of  the  township. 

Byberry  was  settled  early  after  the  arrival  of  William 
Penn,  in  1682.  M  hen  the  white  people  fir.st  came  here, 
we  are  informed  the)'  found  but  few  large  trees  stand- 
ing, tJiough  plenty  of  saplings  and  underbrush;  and  in 
some  places,  particularly  in  Mooreland,  the  ground  was 
covered  with  coarse  grass  that  grew  as  high  as  a  man's 
head.  Indian  darts  made  of  flint,  have  often  been 
foimd,  and  sometimes  stone  axes  and  other  curious  im- 
plements  of  Indian  manufacture. 

A  tradition  says,  that  the  first  persons  who  settled 
here  were  Giles  Knight  and  Josiah  Ellis.  By  the  ancient 
records  of  the  meeting  and  other  documents,  it  appear.s, 
the  following  named  persons^settled  in  and  near  Byber- 
ry, in  1683-84,  and  85:  Giles  Knight,  John  Hart,  John 
Carver,  Nathaniel  Walton,  Walter  Forrest,  Daniel  Wal- 
ton, William  Walton,  Wilham  Hibbs,  Henry  English, 
John  Gilbert,  Thomas  Knight,  AVilliam  Nichols,  Wil- 
liam Hush,  Samuel  f^llis,  Thomas  Walton;  Richard  Col- 
lett,  and  Joseph  Eng-lish.  Nearly  all  of  them  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  the  5th  mo.  1683,  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting  of 
Friends  in  Philadelphia,  "it  was  then  and  there  agreed 
and  concluded,  that  there  be  established  a  first  day  mee- 
ting of  Friends  at  Tookany  and  Poetquesink,  and  that 
these  two  make  one  monthly  meeting,  men  and  women, 
for  the  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the  church."  1  he 
monthly  meeting  was  accordingly  held  first  at  Oxford, 
then  at  John  Hart's  house,  and  so  alternately. 

In  temporal  concerns,  the  first  settlers  had  much  dif- 
ficulty to  encounter,  particularly  in  regard  to  a  supply 
of  provisions.  The  Indians  near  them  treated  them  with 
kindness;  they  occasionally  furnished  such  eatables  as 
they  could  spare,  and  instructed  the  new  comers  to 
raise,  corn,  beans,  and  pumpkins.  Giles  Knight  and 
Josiah  Ellis,  once  went  five  miles  to  procure  beans  of 
the  Indians,  and  obtained  half  a  bushel.  Bread  and 
meat  were  very  scarce.  Some  horses,  cows,  sheep,  and 
hogs  had  been  brought  into  the  province,  but  the  set- 
tlers were  not  generally  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  stock 
for  several  years.  When  they  travelled,  they  had  to  go 
on  foot;  and  as  to  meat,  very  little  could  be  had,  ez-  : 
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cept  a  precarious  supply  of  venison  or  bear  meat,\vhich 
with  wild  pig-eons,  fisli,  and  beans,  pumpkins  or  boiled 
corn,  were  thought  good  enough  for  a  feast.  The  first 
wheat  sowed  in  these  parts,  was  brought  from  near  Old 
Chester  by  two  men  on  their  shoulders — each  carried 
about  half  a  bushel.  It  is  said  one  of  these  persons  was 
Jolin  Carver:  his  wife,  child,  and  a  small  boy  were  left 
at  home,  upon  what  he  tliought  a  sufficient  supply  of 
provision  for  their  support  till  his  return;  but  some  un- 
foreseen liindrances  kept  him  longer  on  the  journey  than 
was  expected,  and  unfortunately  the  ojily  cow  they  had, 
and  upon  whose  milk  they  had  made  much  calculation 
for  sustenance,  got  into  the  swamp  and  died.  The  poor 
woman  by  this  accident  was  reduced  to  great  difficulty, 
and  concluded  she  must  apply  to  some  Indians  not  far 
distant,  for  assistance;  she  accordingly  took  the  children, 
and  went  to  their  settlement.  The  Indians  treated  her 
with  much  kindness,  furnished  her  and  th«  children 
%vith  victuals,  and  taking  off  the  little  boy's  ti  owsers, 
they  filled  Ihcm  with  corn  for  her  to  carry  homefortheir 
further  supply. 

The  dwelling  houses  first  erected  were  small,  rough, 
log  buildings,  and  generally  situated  convenient  to  a 
spring  of  water.  Giles  Knight  dwelt  about  six  weeks  by 
the  side  of  an  old  log,  near  t!ie  banks  of  Poquesink.  The 
Indians  then  instructed  him  in  the  erection  of  a  wig- 
wam, in  which  he  resirled  till  he  raised  a  small  log 
house,  about  half  a  mile  south-east  of  the  present  meet- 
ing house.  William  Nichols  was  so  poor,  that  in  1684 
the  meeting  at  Poetquesink  "allowed  him  four  shillings 
per  week,"  on  account  of  his ''being  in  penury." 

Great  hardships  were  endured  by  the  first  settlersfor 
several  years;  but  they  were  industrious  and  economi- 
cal, and  kind  and  obliging  one  to  another.  Their  situ- 
ation gradually  improved,  and  brighter  prospects  were 
continually  opening.  Harmony  prevailed  among  them, 
and  religious  unit)' was  maintained  in  general;  till  1691, 
when  the  disturbances  raised  by  Georgd  Keith  reached 
them.  The  controvers_v  was  carried  on  -so  sharply 
amongst  the  members  of  the 'u.ceting  of  Poetquesink, 
that  a  division  took  place.  John  Hart,  Nathaniel  Wal- 
ton, and  divers  others  in  the  southern  part  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, adopted  the  Keithian  profession  and  creed, 
and  kept  possession  of  the  meeting.*  John  Carver, 
Giles  Knight,  Daniel  Walton,  ilenry  English,  and  some 
others,  whose  residence  was  near  the  centre  of  Byber- 
r)-,  withdrew  from  the  Keithians,  and  held  their  meet- 
ingsat  Henry  English's  house,  whichstoodin  Walmsley 
old  orchard,  near  half  a  mile  south-east  of  the  present 
meeting-  house. 

The  meeting  of  the  Keithians  soon  vanished.  Some 
of  them  turned  Episcopalians,  and  are  said  to  have  been 
concerned  in  founding  All  Saints  church  in  Lower  Dub- 
•  lin.  Others  attached  themselves  to  a  Keithian  meeting 
in  Southampton.  Most  of  these  afterwards  turned  Bap- 
tists.   John  Hart  was  one  of  them.. 

Giles  Knight,  the  patriarch  of  the  Knight  family  in 
this  neighborhood,  was  from  Gloucestershire,  and  came 
with  his  wife  Mary  and  son  Joseph,  in  company  with 
AVilliam  Penn,  in  1682.    On  the  passage,  Mary  was  ex- 
tremely sick,  so  that  her  survival  to  the  end  of  the  voy- 
age was  very  doubtful.    On  their  arrival  up  the  Dela- 
ware, she  was  carried  ashore  in  a  blanket  and  laid  on 
the  bank:  she  then  observed  that  she  had  been  fully 
-  persuaded  in  her  mind  she  should  not  die  till  she  saw 
America;  but  now  she  had  landed  here,  she  could  not 
"    tell  liow  it  would  go  with  her.    Slie  recovered,  and  af- 
terwards had  twelve  children.  Giles  was  one  of  the  heads 
of  Byberry  meeting.    He  died  in  1726,  in  liis  seventy- 
■  fourth  year,  and  Wary  in  1732,  in  her  seventy-seventh 
year. 

John  Carver,  from  Hertfordshire,  malster,  and  Mary 
his  wife,  came  over  with  William  Penn,  in  1682.  Their 
daughter  Mary,  who  married  Isaac  Knight,  of  Abington, 


*It  is  said  the  Friends  had  a  meeting  house  near  John 
Hart's;  but  of  this  the  records  give  no  account. 


is  stated  to  have  been  "one  of  the  first  children  born  o 
English  parents  in  Pennsylvania."     Her  birth  is  dated 
28  of  8  mo.  1682,  which  is  four  days  after  Penn's  land- 
ing at  Chester.    In  a  printed  memorial  concerning  her, 
it  is  said,  ''she  was  born  in  or  near  Philadelphia." 

The  children  of  the  first  settlers  were  generally  on  the 
stage  of  active  life  by  the  year  1720.    They  had  been 
educated  in  habits  of  industry  and  rigid  economy.  But 
many  of  them  had  very  Utile  school  learning,  and  some 
of  them  did  not  even  know  how  to  read,  or  write  theip 
own  names.    They  were  however  possessed  of  health, 
strength,  activity  and  vigor,  and  delighted  in  the  exer- 
cises of  chopping,  grubbing,  fencing,  and  farming — 
shooting  wHd  turkies,  and  hunting  bears  and  raccoons. 
The  land  was  productive,  and  large  crops  of  wheat 
were  raised.  It  was  gathered  with  sickles,  and  common- 
ly put  up  in  stalks  till  threshed.    Barns  were  not  then 
projected  upon   the   commodious   scale  of  modem 
times.     Such  as  they  had  were  of  simple  construction 
—two  log  pens  of  about  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  with  a 
threshing  floor  between  them  and  thatched  roof  overthe 
whole.    Wagons  for  hauling  were  difficult  to  obtain. — 
Sleds  were  first  used  to  gather  the  grain  from  the  fields, 
and  when  it  was  ready  for  the  market,  it  was  carried  to 
Periuepac  mills  on  horses.    A  tongue  cart  was  after 
wards  brought  into  use,  and  was  considered  a  great  con-* 
venience  and  improvement  among  the  utensils  of  a 
farm.    Harness  for  ploughing,  hauling,  &c.  was  gene- 
rally of  home  manufacture.  Collars  were  made  of  straw,, 
or  the  tops  of  calamus  ingeniously  plaited,  and  traces 
were  tow  or  hemp  ropes  made  sufficiently  strong. 

The  timber  by  this  time  was  grown  to  a  good  size, 
straight  and  handsome.  We  are  told  that  Job  Walton 
split  3600  rails  in  oiie  week,  the  logs  being  cut  off  for 
him ,  and  the  wood  of  the  best  kind  for  working  eas}'. — 
With  stich  expedition  and  plenty  of  timber,  the  ground 
that  was  cleared  might  soon  be  sufficiently  fenced.  It 
nevertheless  was  customary  to  ditch  and  plant  privet 
hedges  for  enclosures.  These  hedges  were  probably 
introduced  early  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  rail  tim-- 
ber.  When  -well  g-rown  they  made  a  good  barrier 
against  "the  encroacliments  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and 
wild  beasts.  They  made  a  pleasing  appearance  to  the 
eye  when  in  blossom,  and  the  berries  served  through 
the  dreary  part  of  the  winter  for  sustenance  to  multi- 
tudes of  wild  pigeons;  These  hedges  nearly  all  died 
a  few  years  before  the  revolution. 

Old  people  used  to  tell  us  that  the  winters  formerly 
were  more  remarkable  for  cold  weather,  and  that  there 
wasmore  snow  than  of  latter  time.  In  the  hard  winter 
of  1740,  the  siiow  covered  the  fences;  and  the  crust  oa 
the  top  of  it  was  so  firm  that  it  would  bear  sleds  and 
horses,  so  that  people  could  travel  In  any  direction, 
without  reference  to  roads.  W^e  are  told  also  of  a  very 
moderate  winter,  the  ground  being  so  little  frozen  that 
they  ccmkl  plough  all  ivinier  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
tliree  days. 

The  extraordinary  wet  harvest  in  1719  was  long  re- 
membered. A  small  quantity  of  wheat  was  secured  be- 
fore the  rains  commenced — much  of  it  was  in  shock, 
and  was  so  damaged  by  the  grain  growing,  that  the 
shocks  were  all  green  with  it.  Even  the  heads  of  the 
standing  wheat  grew  in  like  manner. 

Joseph  Knight  was  two  years  Old  when  his  parents, 
Giles  and  Mary  Knight,  brought  him  to  this  country. 
He  married  in  1717  and  settled  in  Jersey,  but  return- 
ed to  Byberry  in  1729.  He  had  two  children,  Giles  and 
Mary.  He  and  his  wife  Abigail  were  remarkable  for 
their  economical  habits.  We  have  frequentlj'  heard  of 
a  coat  the  old  man  wore,  which  had  been  so  abundantly 
darned  that  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  its  original  tex- 
ture. We  have  heard  of  the  pound  of  candles  purcha- 
sed by  the  old  woman  for  her  winter's  stock,  and  hav- 
ing one  thrown  into  the  bargain  by  a  g-enei'ous  neigh- 
bor, the  overplus  candle  was  used  all  winter,  and  the 
pound  complete  was  sold  in  the  spring.  Abigail,  in  tlie 
summer  time,  made  cheese  for  sale,  Joseph  took  them 
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to  Philadelphia:  his  practice  was  to  go  afoot,  and  carry 
his  shoes  till  he  came  near  the  tovn;  he  putthem  on  to 
go  into  it,  but  dispensed  with  them  when  he  ^ot  out 
again — he  thus  saved  his  shoe  leather  on  the  road,  and 
supported  his  credit  in  the  city.  He  owned  a  valuable 
farm,  but  does  not  appear  to  h:ive  accumulated^a  great 
deal  of  money.  At  the  time  of  his  decease.  It  is  said, 
there  was  scarcely  a  whole  rail  in  his  fences;  they  were 
composed  chiefly  of  broken  pieces  of  old  rails,  assort- 
ed into  pannels  according  to  their  length.  -  He  cut  but 
little  live  timber;  dead  trees,  broken  branches,  and  old 
stuff  picked  up  in  the  woods  furnislied  his  fire-wood. — 
Joseph  died  in  1762,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Abiguil 
died  two  years  after,  at  about  the  same  age. 

It  is  hoped  the  reader  will  have  the  chaiity  to  believe 
that  Joseph  Knight  was  not  a  miser.  His  uncommon 
disposition  to  suffer  nothing  to  be  wasted  or  lost,  was 
probably  the  result  of  his  situation  in  early  life,  and  the 
circumstances  of  liis  education.  For  he  was  brought  up 
under  all  the  privations  of  a  new  settled  country,  and 
very  likeh'  was  often  pinched  for  the  necessary  provi- 
sions and  clothing,  and  when  mure  prosperous  times  ar- 
rived, his  habits  had  become  settled,  so  that  he  was  con- 
tent with  a  little,  and  travelled  comfortably  through 
time  in  his  old  way,  w  ithout  hankering  after  expensive 
accommodations,  or  a  style  of.  living  for  which  liis  re-: 
■sources  were  inadequate.  His  neighbors  respected  him 
as  an  honest,  inoffensive  man,  and  his  pilgrimjige  was 
closed  in  peace. 

Joseph  Gilbert  endeavoured  to  maintain  a  strict  moral 
disciphne  in  his  family;  he  was, rigidly  temperate^  and 
bore  such  a  faithful  testimon}'  agakist  the  slaverj-  of  the 
negroes,  that  Benjamin  Lay  could  consider  hirh  as  his 
intimate  friend,  and  put  up  at  his  house  when  he  came 
to  this  neighborhood.*  He  also  protested  against  the 
use  of  spirituous  liquors,  especially  by  abstaining  alto- 
gether from  them  himself.  He  diligently  attended  reli- 
gious meetings,  and  encouraged  his  family  to  a  regular 
observance  of  the  same  practice.  Even  the  workmen 
he  occasionally  employed,  were  left  at  liberty  to  go  to 
meeting  with  him  in  the  middle  of  the  week:  but  in 
-case  they  did  not  incline  to  do  so,  he  enjoined  them  to 
suspend  their  labours  till  he  returned.  His  bodily  and 
mental  powers  retained  their  strength  and  vigor  to  old 
age.  He  generally  led  his  reapers  in  the  harvest:  he 
drank  nothing  but  water,  and  that  from  the  running 
brook,  kept  in  a  jug  in  the  sunshine;  but  he  pro\ided 
beer  for  his  workmen.  He  was  one  of  the  elders  of  By- 
berry  meeting. 

Notwithstanding  there  were  some  individuals  of  the 
second  generation,  who  were  men  of  tolerable  informa- 
tion, there  was  much  ignorance  among  the  common 
people,  and  many  superstitious  notions  were  prevalent. 
Marvellous  accounts  of  witchcraft,  apparitions,  ominous 
sights,  and  strange  occurrences,  were  afloiit;  and  often 
■were  made  the  subjects  of  conversation  at  the  fire  side 
in  long  winter  evenings.  At  these  and  other  times  of 
leisure,  when  neighbors  met  to  amuse  themselves  by  so- 
cial conference,  the  cider  mug  went  round  freely;  many 
a  romantic  adventure  in  pursuit  of  bears,  raccoons,  tui'- 
kies,  and  wild  pigeons,  was  related;  and  many  an  inter- 
esting detail  given  of  prodigious  performances  achieved 
at  manual  labour. 

The  people  in  those  times  were  hearty  in  the  cause  of 
civil  liberty,  and  ready  to  repel  what  they  considered 
encroachments  on  their  rights  as  citizens,  by  such  means 
as  were  consistent  with  their  peaceable  principles.  Tliey 
generally  attended  the  elections,  which  were  then  held 
in  Philadelphia,  for  this  part  of  the  county.  Most  of  the 
Byberry  people  belonged  to  the  assembly  party  in  op- 
position to  the  proprietors.  At  the  time  of  the  mob  on 
the  election  ground,  in  1742,  some  persons  from  this 
neighbourhood  were  driven  off,  with  many  others.  As 
they  passed  along  the  street,  a  cooper  who  had  plenty 

•Benjamin  Lay  would  not  shake  hands  with  a  person 
who  kept  slaves.  '  .  . 


of  hoop  poles,  chopped  them  into  convenient  lengths  : 
for  clubs,  with  which  they  armed  themselves,  and  turn-  ■ 
ing  upon  the  mob,  beat  and  bruised  them  without  much 
mercy.  Several  of  them  were  knocked  down,  and  some 
supposed  to  be  kil'ed.  One  person  from  Byberry,  re- 
linquished his  quaker  principles  on  the  occasion,  and 
played  his  cudgel  with  the  utmost  dexterity  upon  the 
enemy. 

The  attempt  of  the  mob  to  di^turb  the  election,  and 
deter  the  citizens  from  appearing  at  the  poll,  was  con- 
sidered such  a  flagrant  outrage,  thit  the  party  to  whose 
interest  the  mob  was  attached,  was  unable,  for  many 
years  afterwards,  to  raise  itself  so  as  to  elect  its  own  men 
to  the  assembly.  At  one  election,  an  old  man  from  By- 
beriy  was  unable,  owing  to  the  crowd  th:it  was  pressing  . 
to  the  poll,  to  throw  in  his  vote — he  came  home,  and 
went  on  purpose  next  day. 

The  township  elections  were  uniformly  held  at  the 
Friends'  school-house,  except  once,  about  'the  year 
1760,  when  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  officers  who 
had  the  charg-e  of  advertising  it,  to  hold  it  at  a  sort  of 
tavern,  called  "The  three  tuns,"  at  the  cross  roads  a 
rhile  above.  The  people  were  opposed  to  the  contem- 
plated change,  not  only  because  it  was  deviating  from 
their  usual  custom,  and  relinquishing  a  central  situation; 
but  principal!}"  from  a  belief  that  the  said  tavern  was  a 
disadvantage  to  the  neighborhood,  and  an  apprehension 
that  holding  the  township  election  there,  might  intro- 
duce some  into  habits  of  intemperance.  Accordingly, 
nobody  attended,  except  two  or  three  individuals,  and 
the  attempt  was  never  repeated  while  the  tavern  was 
con-tinued. 

.  From  about  1720,  we  find  divers  of  the  most  opulent 
persons  in  and  near  Byberry,  and  some  of  tliem  distin- 
guished members  of  the  meeting,  were  concerned  in  the 
purchase  of  negroes  brought  to  Philadelphia -from  the 
coast  of  Africa.  The  number  of  slaves  appears  to  have 
Increased  till  about  1758,  .when  Friends  issued  a  formi- 
dable protest  agairist  slavery  From  that  time  the  num- 
ber rapidly  decreased.  It  does  not  appear  that 
more  than  two  or  three  members  of  Byberry  meet- 
ing persisted  in  holding  slaves,  so  far  as  to  suffer  dis- 
ownment.  The  negroes  were  generally  liberated. 
Care  was  taken  to  provide  for  those  set  free,  to  assist 
them  In  procuring  a  livelihood,  aivd  to  educate  their 
children..  By  an  assessment  made  in  1781,  we  find  there 
were  but  three  slaves  In  Byberry.  At  present  not  only 
has  slavery  entirely  vanished;  but  the  whole  race  of 
those  formerly  held  as  slaves  in  this  neighbourhood  have 
vanished  also. 

During  the  revolutionary  war,  the  inhabitants  of  By- 
berry were  often  harrassed  by  unprincipled  collectors 
and  lawless  parties.  Being  generally  Friends,  and  re- 
strained by  their  religious  principles  from  active  agen- 
cy in  carrying  on  the  sanguinary  contest,  they  suffered 
I  the  lo::s  of  much  valuable  property:  their  horses  were 
taken,  sometlm.es  even  from  the  plough;  their  cattle  and 
hogs  were  driven  off;  their  corn,  wheat,  and  provender, 
carried  away  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  sometimes 
their  persons  seized  and  conducted  to  head  quarters. — 
The  6th  of  March,  1778,  a  company  called  "Lacey's 
men,"  set  fire  to  some  stacks  of  wheat  near  the  river; 
burnt  a  barn  at  AVhite  Sheet  Bay,  and  two  others  in  the 
lower  end  of  Byberry.  They  pretended  to  do  it  "by  the 
orders  of  his  excellency,"  to  prevent  the  grain  falling  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  company  appeared 
disposed  to  extend  their  destructive  measures  further, 
but  they  were  prevailed  on  to  desist,  by  a  spirited  re- 
monstrance made  by  James  Thornton,  who  threat- 
ened to  represent  their  misconduct  to  General  Wash- 
ington. 

Jsotwithstanding  the  great  losses  sustained  by  many 
in  the  time  of  the  war,  we  are  told  that  only  one  instance 
of  failure  occurred  amongst  those  that  suffered.  But 
several  persons  who  acted  in  the  capacity  of  military 
collectors,  and  took  advantage  of  the  times  in  distress 
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sing  their  neighbours  unnecessarily,  became  extremely 
poor  afterwards. 

The  captivity  of  Benjamin  Gilbert  and  his  family  by 
the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  in  1780,  produced  mHch  ex- 
citement in  Byberry.  lie  was  born  here  in  1711 — and 
this  was  the  principal  place  of  his  residence  till  1773, 
when  he  settled  on  Mahoning  creek  in  NorUiampton 
county,  within  a  few  miles  of  Maucli  ('hunk.  In  Byber- 
ry several  of  his  children  were  comfortably  settled,  and 
in  this  place  he  had  many  connexions  and  friends. — 
These  were  no  strangers  to  the  doleful  details  of  Indian 
cruelty;  and  the  consideration  that  their  near  relatives 
and  intimate  friends  were  in  all  probability  doomed  to 
the  utmost  extremity  of  human  suffering,  involved  a 
gloomy  and  pensiv  e  melancholy.  After  the  return  of 
the  family  in  1782,  an  account  of  their  many  sufferings 
and  difficulties  was  verbally  given  by  them,  which  being 
reduced  to  writing  by  William  Walton,  was  published 
by  Jos.  Cruikshank  in  1784. 

Benjamin  Gilbert  was  an  author.  He  published  a 
treatise  against  war,  in  answer  to  Gilbert  Tennent,  in 
1748.  He  published  two  other  volumes  in  1769  and 
1770,containing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pages,duo- 
decimo.  The  first,  entitled  "A  discourse  showing  that 
there  can  be  no  salvation  to  that  soul  who  doth  not  know 
a  being  made  perfect  in  this  life — Also  a  discourse  on 
universal  redemption,  wherein  it  is  proved,  (by  scrip- 
ture and  reason,)  that  it  is  impossible."  The  second 
is — "A  further  discourse  upon  perfection  and  universal 
redemption.  Also  a  discourse  upon  what  is  called  ori- 
ginal sin,  showing  where  original  sin  is;  and  a  discourse 
upon  election  and  reprobation,  showing  wherein  they 
each  stand." 

We  have  no  account  of  any  person  in  Byberr)'  holding 
a  commission  as  justice  of  the  peace  till  Alexander-Ed- 
wards: he  was  a  man  of  good  understanding,  and  acted 
well  in  his  official  capacity.  He  was  an  elder  of  the 
Baptist  society  of  Pennepac,  and  died  in  1777.  His  son, 
Doctor  Enoch  Edwards,  was  designated  by  his  father 
for  a  minister,  and  was  accordingly  placed  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  Jones  of  Pennepac;  but  having  little  rel- 
ish for  the  profession,  he  quit  the  study  of  divinity,  &nd 
applied  himself  to  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr. 
Rush.  After  finishing  his  studies  he  set  up  as  a  practi- 
tioner of  physic  in  Byberry.  In  1776  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  famous  provincial  conference  of  commit- 
tees held  at  Carpenter's  hall,  whose  resokitions  paved 
the  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  afterwards  aid  to 
Gen.  Stirling:  he  was  accidentally  taken  by  a  parly  of 
British  near  Bustleton  in  1777,  and  conducted  to  Phila- 
delphia, but  was  soon  after  released  on  parole.  After 
the  war  he  was  several  years  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace;  in  which  capacity  the  acuteness  of  his  judginent 
and  the  correctness  of  his  decisions  gained  universal 
respect,  and  his  endeavours  to  preserve  order  amongst 
the  lower  class  of  people  made  him  a  terror  to  evil  do- 
ers. He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  formed 
the  .constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after- 
wards presiding  judge  of  the  court  of  Quarter  sessions 
and  Common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  In 
1792  he  sold  his  farm  in  Byberry  and  removed  to  Frank- 
ford.  He  died  there  in  1802,  aged  52  years.  Dr.  Ed- 
wards wrote  some  valuable  observations  relating  to  ag- 
riculture, which  were  published  in  the  American  Mu- 
seum. One  of  bis  charges  to  the  grand  jury  was  pub- 
lished in  the  same  work.  Both  these  productions  show 
that  he  treated  his  subjects  with  the  dexterity  of  a  skil- 
ful master. 

Giles  Knight,  son  of  Joseph  Knight  before  mention- 
ed, was  several  years  a  member  of  the  provincial  assem- 
bly. He  was  an  able  politician  of  the  old  school;  mucli 
respected  for  the  depth  and  soundness  of  his  judgment; 
and  for  the  dignified  character  which  he  sustained.  He 
died  in  1799,  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years. 

In  1788  the  Hessian  fly  was  first  noticed  in  the  wheat 
at  Byberry.    The  crop  being  much  injured;  many  far- 


mers afterwards  sowed  rye;  and  r3'e  bread,  which  was 
little  used  here  before  that  time,  bex3ame  customary  on 
the  tables  of  some  that  were  considered  wealthy.  It 
was  not  long  before  a  discovery  was  made  that  manure 
was  one  of  the  most  effectual  remedies  against  the  fly: 
much  pains  were  taken  to  increase  the  quantity  of  it, 
and  it  was  found  advantageous  to  sow  wheat  later  in  the 
season  than  had  been  customaiy. 

Previous  to  this  time,  the  chief  dependance  for  hay 
was  on  "bottom  meadows,"  the  borders  of  which  in 
some  instances  were  rendered  very  productive  by  irri- 
gation. About  1781,  plaster  of  Paris  was  used  on  Indi- 
an corn  and  found  advantageous.  .  It  was  also  tried  on 
the  meadows;  but  had  little  effect,  excepton  the  upland 
part  of  them.  Red  clover  was  next  introduced  into  the 
fields,  and  the  plaster  was  Ibund  to  have  an  astonishing 
effect  by  increasing  the  quantity  at  leastdouble,  and  in 
some  instances  four-fold.  The  practice  of  mowing  the 
uplands  became  customary — and  the  old  meadow.s,  ex- 
cepting those  that  were  watered,  were  pretty  much 
abandoned,  or  used  onlj'for  pasture. 

The  benefits  derived  from  the  increase  of  manure.the 
use  of  plaister,  the  introduction  of  red  clover,  timothy, 
and  herd  grass,  together  with  various  improved  meth- 
ods of  farming,  and  the  increasing  demand  for  surplus 
produce,  had  a  stimulating  effisct.  The  quality  of  the 
soil  Improved,  wealth  seemed  accumulating,  new  hou- 
ses and  barns  were  erected,  and  the  coiintry  assumed 
the  appearance  of  rapid  prosperity. 

The  cullivatiun  of  potatoes  as  an  article  of  profit,  had 
been  little  attended  to  previous  to  1790.  By  manuring 
the  ground  well,  and  paying  proper  attention  to  the 
crop,  200  bushels  and  often  more  were  produced  to  the 
acre.  Broom  coin  began  to  be  cultivated  near  the 
same  time,  the  manufacturing  of  which  as  a  business 
was  first  attempted  by  Benjamin  Atkinson,  whose  suc- 
cess was  so  encouraging,  that  many  other  persons  af- 
terwards adopted  the  same  business,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  past  it  is  computed  that  fifty  or  sixty  thousand 
brooms  have  been  turned  into  the  market  from  Byberry 
annually. 

Until  about  the  year  1791,  it  had  for  a  nuinber  of 
years  been  the_  custom  for  a  part  of  a  tribe  of  Indians 
from  Edgepeleck  in  New"  Jersey,  to  the  number  of  12 
or  15,  to  visit  Byberry  every  spring-,  where  they  were 
allowed  by  Thomas  Walmsley  to  occupy  one  of  his  or- 
chards. On  their  arriv.al  they  immediately  employed 
themselves  in  erecting  new  wigwams,  or  repairing  the 
old  ones,  and  settled  thernselves  comfortably  for  the 
summer.  Their  habits,  although  they  nearly  all  spoke 
broken  English,  were  far  from  those  of  civilized  life; 
and  they  retained  much  of  the  indolence  for  wliich  they 
are  noticed,  when  settled  on  the  borders  of  the  white 
population  in  times  of  peace.  They  nevertheless  occu- 
pied a  part  of  their  lime  in  making  wooden  trays,  barn 
shovels,  bowls,  ladles,  &c.  of  white  poplar,  and  in  fab- 
ricating baskets  of  different  descriptions  and  sizes.  The 
smaller  ones  were  made  with  great  skill  and  neatness, 
and  the  splits  of  maple  or  black  ash,  of  which  they  were 
constructed,  were  dyed  with  brilliant  and  lasting  colors 
— purple,  red,  yellow,  &c.  were  the  prevailing  colours. 
These  dyes  were  entirely  prepared  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  Their  natural  taste  for  hunting  had  not  been 
much  diminished  by  their  intercourse  with  the  whites, 
and  much  of  the  time  of  the  men  was  passed  in  roaming 
through  the  woods,  fields,  and  about  the  hedges,  with 
their  guns,  or  bows  and  arrows,  in  search  of  game;  the 
latter  instrument  they  used  with  great  dexterity.  They 
were  also  fond  of  angling;  but  not  contented  with  the 
usual  sports  of  the  field  and  brook,  they  furthermore 
made  a  most  destructive  and  unsportsman-like  attack 
upon  the  unoffending  land-tortoises  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, which,  after  capture,  were,  without  mercy,  uni- 
formly condemned  to  be  burnt  alive:  their  mode  of 
cooking  them  being'  to  cover  them  with  hot  coals  and 
embers;  and  when  sufficiently  roasted,  they  were  eaten 
I  with  a  small  portion  of  salt,  and  were  equally  delicioq* 
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to  their  unsnphisticated  taste,  and  as  hig'hly  valued  as  a 
luxury  by  tliem  as  tlie  ten-apin  is  by  the  more  refined 
epicure  of  civiiizetl  hfe.  It  is  not  many  years  since  the 
remains  of  the  shells  of  these  tortoises  disappeared  in 
the  orchard. 

This  little  colony,  althoug-h  without  recognised  laws 
or  regulations,  were  not  wiilinut  an  implied  leader.  The 
elde:,!  appeared  to  be  the  palriai-ch,  and  old  Indian  Ca- 
leb, as  lie  was  famiHarly  called,  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
little  community,  and  exercised  his  influence  over  it 
with  apparent  mildness,  but  at  the  same  time  with  mucli 
of  that  dignity,  so  uniformly  observed  in  the  aboriginal 
sons  of  ova-  forests. 

This  company  consisted  of  men, women,  and  children, 
and  were  for  several  seasons  remarkable  for  their  gene- 
ral sobriety  and  inoffensive  demeanor.  But  the  last  sum- 
mer they  quartered  here,  several  of  them  were  intein- 
peratc,  and  when  intoxicated  were  quarrebome  with 
one  another.  They  frequently  cut  timber  without  li- 
cence from  the  owner,  under  a  plea  which  prevailed 
amongst  them,  that  when  the  country  was  sold  to  Wil- 
liam Penn,  the  Indians  reserved  the  privilege  of  cutting 
basket  stuff  where  they  chose. 

The  township  records  relating  topaupers,  commence 
in  1753.  From  that  time  to  1810,  about  twenty  indi- 
viduals appear  to  have  been  supported  chiefly  at  the 
public  expense,  viz^ 

A  man  and  his  wife  in  advanced  life,  nearly  15  years. 

Two  old  men  for  a  short  time. 

One  idiot  from  a  child  to  the  age  of  26. 

Seven  aged  widows — one  thirteen,  and  another  twen- 
five  years — the  others  a  sliort  time. 

Five  uninarried  women,  most  of  them  unfortunate 
characters — one  of  them  has  been  on  the  township  from 
1784,  another  from  1797. 

The  annual  average  of  poor  tax  has  been  as  follows: 

From  1761  to  1779       -       -       -  -  .  -    $123  00 
1782  to  1799      -      ...  •    .       -•     142  25 
.    1803  to  1809       -,  ■  .       >    164  96 

Some  of  the  children  of  the  first  settlers  at  Byberiy, 
as  we  have  already  observed,  had  little  opportunity  of 
learning  to  read,  write,  or  cypher.  But  it  is  probable 
that  endeavors  were  used,  as  early. as  circumstances  ad- 
mitted, to  support  a  school.  A  log  building  was  erect- 
ed for  the  purpose,  near  the  meeting-house,  and  a  school 
was  generally  kept  in  it  till  about  1772,  when  it  was  pul- 
led down.  The  school  was  continued  in  one  end  of  the 
meeting-house' till  1789.  At  this  time  a  stone -building 
w  as  erected  for  its  accommodation. 

Since  the  year  1750,  this  school  has  been  regularly 
continued,  except  one  summer  when  re-building  the 
school-house.  Its  regularity  and  permanency  may  be 
principally  attributed  to  the  circimi stance  of  its  having 
been  under  the  care  of  directors  appointed  by  Byberry 
preparative  meeting,  who  devoted  certain  stated  periods 
to  its  superintendance.  . 

"Until  the  year  1794,  an  F.ngllsh  education  only,  had 
been  given  to  the  scholars  of  Byberry  school:  tlie  lower 
branches  of  mathematics,  English  grammar,  and  geo- 
graphy had  been  taught  by  few  of  the  previous  masters. 
But  in  1794  John  Comly  took  charge  of  the  school,  when 
the  Latin  and  Greek  langirages,  and  the  higher  branch- 
es of  the  mathematics  were  taught  b)'  him.  This  gen- 
tleman has  since  been  advantageously  known  as  the  au- 
thor of  a  concise  and  excellent  treatise  on  English  gram- 
niar,  which  has  in  very  rnany  seminaries  supplanted  the 
more  voUiminons  work  of  Murray,  and  has  passed  to 
the  fifteenth  edition." — IValmsley. 

About  the  year  1792,  some  young  men  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood formed  an  association  for  mutual  benefit  in  the 
acquisition  of  useful  knowledge.  In  their  investigations 
and  iiiquiries,  the  want  of  a  more  extensive  supply  of 
books  than  they  possessed  individually  appears  to  have 
been  felt.  After  the  association  closed,  divers  individu- 
als, whose  thirst  for  an  increase  of  information  vv'as  live- 
ly, exerted  their  influence  to  establish  a  public  library, 
in  which  they  succeeded,  near  the  close  of  1794.  The 


principal  promoters  of  this  institution  were  Ezra  Town- 
send,  John  Comly,  Benjamin  Walmsley,  Asa  \Vah11sIe3r, 
James  Walton,  antl  Thomas  Townsend.  Especial  care 
was  taken  by  a  cons]3icuous  article  of  their  constltuticju 
to  guard  against  the  introduction  of  works  liavingan  ir- 
religious or  immoral  character:  all  atheistical  and  delsti- 
cal  books,  all  novels,  plays  and  romances  were  furever 
excluded;  and  every  other  that  had  a  manifest  tenden- 
cy to  cori'upt  the  morals  of  mankind,  or  that  might  be 
prejudicial  to  the  Christian  religion.  The  company  at 
first  consisted  of  twenly-two  members;  each  paid  fom- 
dollfirs,  and  the  library  was  opened  with  sixty-three  vol- 
umns,  exclusive  of  books  loaned  b}'  divers  of  the  mem- 
bers. It  now  contains  about  seven  hundred  volumns, 
and  the  company  consists  of  thirty-five  members. 

In  1797  a  scliool-house  was  built  in  the  upper  part  of 
Byberry,  near  Smithfield — another  about  the  year  1800, 
on  a  lot  of  ground  given  for  that  piirpose  by  Edward 
Duffield  and  Silas  Walton,  on  the  Mooreland  line.  In 
1811  a  school  was  established  near  the  meeting  house, 
for  girls,  and  taught  by  a  mistress.  In  1816  a  school- 
house  was  erected  by  Friends  near  James  Walton's.  

Most  of  these  schools  are  regularly  kept  up,  and  reputa- 
bly conducted. 


CANAL  DOCUMENTS. 

Report  on  the  survey  of  various  routes  for  a  partaire  across 
the  JlUegheny  Mountain  by  N.  S.  Roberts,  Engineer, 
To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlet.ien, 

The  exploration  and  location  of  the  route  of  a  rail  road 
across  the  Allegheny  mountain,  to  connect  the  canal  on 
the  Juniata,  with  the  western  division  of  said  canal  on 
the  Conemaugh,  has  avnong  other  duties,  been  assigned 
to  my  superintendance,  the  present  season.  Upon  the 
progress  made  therein,  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  fol- 
lowing report. 

That  on  the  14th  of  June,  the  party  for  that  service 
left  Pittsburg  and  proceeded  by  way  of  Johnstown,  to 
Bob's  creek  Gap,  which  had  been  previously  examined 
and  reported  to  be  the  most  favourable  plan,  for  the  in- 
tended rail  road  to  pass  the  Allegheny  mountain.  As 
my  instructionsWere  very  general,  and  no  preference 
to  any  route,  nor  plan  of  termination  of  the  rail  road, 
having  been  given,  it  became  necessary  after  arriving 
at  the  summit  or  gap,  above  mentioned,  and  fully  exam- 
ining the  same,  to  take  such  a  topographical  view  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  principal  ranges  of  hills  leading  there- 
from, in  the  required  direction  as  would  be  most  likely 
to  admit  a  continual  descending  graduation,  to  extend 
from  said  summit,  eastwards  towards  the  Juniata,  and 
westward  clown  the  valley  of  the  Conemaug-h.  '  For 
this  purpose  several  ridges  were  examined  from  the 
mountain  east,  down  each  side  of  the  valley  of  Poplar- 
run  (which  has  its  source  within  two  miles  of  said  sum- 
mit,) viewing  the  different  elevations  and  slopes,  and  the 
exposures  of  the  hills,  the  ravines  and  depres.sions  to  be 
met,  in  each  route  from  the  summit  to  the  Juniata. 

From  these  views  three  ranges  of  hills  seemed  to  pre- 
sent routes,  which  might  be  pursued  with  success,  viz: 
the  ridge  on  the  north  side  of  Poplar  run,  the  ridge  on 
the  north  side  of  the  south  branch  of  the  same  run  and 
also  the  ridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  same. 

As  writers  on  the  subject  of  locating  rail  roads  have 
recommended  a  southern  exposure  for  obvious  reasons, 
other  advantages  being  equal,  for  the  same  reasons  I 
have  preferred  the  two  first  mentioned  routes;  both  of 
which  have  been  graded,  and  upon  examination,  the 
ridge  first  mentioned,  has  decidedly  the  preference;  as 
the  second  route  will  not  admit  a  grade  of  less  than  two 
degrees.  The  distance  between  Bob's  creek  summit- 
bench,  and  the  Juniata  basin,  as  laid  down  in  the  report 
of  Messrs  White  and  01mstead,Is  13  miles  72  chalns,and 
the  decent  1591.39  feet.  Calculations  were  made  and 
grades  run,  for  an  extension  of  the  line  by  rounding 
points  and  ravines;  the  line  run  being  the  hypothenus? 
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of  a  triangle  whose  whole  length  would  be  equal  to  the 
length  of  the  road,  and  the  wliole  descent,  equal  to  the 
perpendicular  of  such  triang'le,  taking  proportionate 
parts  of  each,  at  each  station.  The  perpendicular  de- 
scent being  determined  as  above,  it  is  evident  that  the 
hypothenuse  or  the  line  of  the  road  will  be  extended  in 
proportion  to  the  declivity  of  the  graduation  permitted 
to  be  run.  During  these  operations  a  lower  place  in  the 
mountain  situated  at  the  head  of  Sugar  i-un,  which  is 
about  two  miles  north  of  the  turnpike  road  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  was  e.\plored  by  the 
Hon.  John  Blair,  and  strenuously  recommended  by 
him,  as  deserving  a  particular  examination.-  Another 
company  was  formed  for  the  purpose,  and  the  fact  as- 
certained, that  the  Sugar  run  summit  is  214  feet  lower 
than  that  of  Bob's  creek;  and  the  same  w  as  reported  by 
letter  to  the  acting  canal  commissioner  who  recommend- 
ed that  the  practicability  of  a  route  for' the  rail  road  by 
the  Sugar  run  summit  should  be  ascertained;  to  which 
due  attention  has  been  paid.  Having  two  summits  to 
examine  from,  it  became  necessary  on  the  25th  of  July, 
to  organize  two  locating  parties.  Mr.  Thcophilus  Wil- 
liams, my  principal  assibtant  engineer,  was  to  pursue  the 
locations  and  levels  on  the  Bob's  creek  routes,  and  Mr. 
Levi  Williams  as  surveyor. 

The  party  on  the  Sugar  run  gap  location  was  compos- 
ed of  Mr.  James  Callan  as  surveyor,  and  Mr.  George  R. 
Eichbaum  as  sub  assistant  engineer,  and  the  levels  thus 
taken  by  each  locating  party  have  been  compared  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  end  of  long  lines,  and  found  to  be 
very  correct. 

While  these  examinations  were  in  progress,  another 
route  was  recommended.  A  petition  was  handed  me 
accompanied  by  several  respectable  gentlemen,  request- 
ing that  a  route  might  be  exploied  from  Bob's  creek 
summit  by  the  south  side  of  the  Blue  Knob  mountain,  to 
connect  with  a  basin  near  the  mouth  of  M'Kee's  gap.^ 
This  was  also  approved  by  the  acting  canal  commission- 
er, and  the  location  and  survey  has  been  made,  and  the 
route  found  practicable. 

But  as  a  more  detailed  account  of  all  the  graded  lines 
which  have  been  run,  and  of  the  number  ot  h;inds  em- 
ployed from  time  to  time,  during  the  operations,  has 
been  communicated  from  time  to  time,  by  letters  to  Gen. 
Lacock,  the  acting  canal  commissioner  on  this  division, 
it  may  not  be  necessary  here  to  recapitulate  them. 

As  the  difi'erent  routes  fiom  the  two  summits  ap- 
proached the  Juniata,  it  became  necessary  to  examine 
such  situations  as  appeared  most  favourable  for  a  suita- 
ble termination  of  the  rail  road.  And  after  spending 
some  time  in  viewing  different  scites  for  a  basin  on  the 
Juniata;  I  came  to  the  following  conclusion,  that  the 
site  as  recommended  by  Messrs.  White  and  0!mstead, 
being  situated  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the 
turnpike  road,  and  having  no  particular  public  advant- 
ages; and  is  about  the  same  distance  above  the  junction 
of  the  Blair's  gap,  or  Beaver  dam  branch,  and  Bedford 
branch  of  the  Juniata;  and  as  both  these  bi  anclies  are  to 
be  brought  as  feeders  thiough  the  basin  into  the  canal, 
two  dams,  two  guard  gates,  two  waste  wiers,  and  two 
feeders  of  considerable  length  will  be  required  for  that 
purpose. 

With  due  respect,  however,  to  the  opinion  of  others, 
I  would  recommend  a  location  for  a  basin  which  is  situ- 
ated one  mile  down  the  Juniata  from  the  above  mentioai- 
ed,  and  adjoining  Frankstown.  This  location  presents 
ground  very  favourable  for  a  spacious  basin,  which  may 
be  extended  up  from  Frankstown,  about  half  a  mile  at 
a  moderate  expense,  and  as  the  turnpike  road  is  per- 
fectly straight  for  that  distance,  the  basin  proposed  is 
laid  parallel  there  to,  and  100  feet  fi  om  it,  and  100  feet 
wide  at  the  water  surface.  The  ground  adjoining  the 
basin  and  turnpike  road,  will  afford  space  sufficient  for 
a  convenient  and  extensive  town;  and  besides  the  more 
local  advantages  to  be  derived  by  a  respectable  neigh- 
boring population;  its  being  situated  on  one  of  the  most 
public  turnpike  roads  in  the,  state,  and  likewise  at  a 
point  where  several  other  leading  roads  diverge  in  dif- 


ferent directions,  will  afford  extensive  commercial  ac- 
commodations to  a  very  considerable  distance  in  the  sur- 
rounding country;  all  which,  together  with  the  beauty 
of  the  situation  would  tend  to  increase  the  prosperity  of 
the  flourishing  town.  To  bring  the  water  into  the  head 
of  this  proposed  basin, to  supply  the  canal.but  one  short 
feeder  one  guard  gate,&.  one  dam, (.5  ft  high)8<.  one  waste 
weir  to  be  situated  just  below  the  junction  of  the  two 
branches,  which  will  discharge  the  floods  into  the  nat- 
ural channel  of  the  liver,  will  be  necessary.  This  loca- 
tion woukl  save  one  mile  of  canal,  on  which  will  be  ne- 
cessary at  least  one  lock,  one  aqueduct  to  convey  the 
canal  across  the  Beaver  dam  branch,  and  half  a  mile  oi 
considerable  embankment  to  reach  the  site  of  the  upper 
basin.  The  rail  road  for  the  same  distance  can  be  made 
for  less  money.  All  the  routes  from  the  Sugar  run  gap, 
and  from  Bob's  creek  gap  by  way  of  Newry,  terminate 
veiy  conveniently  at  the  Frankstown  basin. 

if  the  route  for  a  rail  road  by  tlje  south  side  of  the 
Blue  Knob  should  be  preferred,  the  site  of  the  proposed 
basin  as  located  opposite  the  mouth  of  Makce's  Gap, 
presents  as  manj'  advantages  in  point  of  natural  beauty 
and  a  central  position,  as  almost  any  other  situation 
which  has  come  within  the  limits  of  the  contemplated 
improvement;  being  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  a  number 
of  extensive  iron  works  and  other  manufactories,  and  in 
the  midst  of  a  rich  agricultural  district,  well  accommo- 
dated with  good  roads  conveying  to  the  point  where  the 
basin  and  rail  road  are  proposed  to  unite. 

In  this  arrangement  a  town  might  be  laid  out  as  ex- 
tensive as  should  ever  be  necessaiy,  the  basin  being  lo- 
cated in  a  wide  bottom,  near  the  margin  of  a  hill  gently 
rising  to  the  northwest. 

And  although  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  that  a 
sufficient  supply  of  M'ater  might  at  all  times  be  furnish- 
ed.for  all  the  purposes  of  the  canal, fi  om  the  Bedford  and 
Cove  branches  united;  yet  in  order  to  obtain  the  Cove 
branch,  considerable  expense  would  be  incurred,  be- 
sides the  private  damages  to  mill  owners,  to  the  amount 
of  four  or  five  thousand  dollars,  and  perliaps  more,  by 
diverting  the  course  of  that  stream.  About  seven  miles 
ot  canal  and  twenty  six  feet  of  lockage,  would  also  be 
necessaiy  between  the  proposed  basin  at  I'lankstown 
and  the  Cove  basin. 

A  very  convenient  location  for  a  basin  and  feeder  has 
been  made  on  the  Juniata,  at  the  mouth  of  poplar  run, 
and  handsomley  connected  with  the  rail  road  fine  which 
passes  through  Newry.  1  his  would  require  an  exten- 
sion of  the  canal  of  four  miles,  and  about  40  feet  of  lock- 
age, between  Frankstown  and  the  basin  at  the  mouth  of 
Poplar  run- 

The  Cove  and  Bedford  branches  unite  about  half  a 
mile  above  this  proposed  basin,  where  the  water  can  be 
taken  by  a  dam  about  four  feet  high,  and  conveyed  to 
the  head  of  the  basin  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  the 
distance  being  but  25  chains,  and  without  doing  the  least 
injury  to  private  property.  With  respect  to  expense, 
the  basin  at  the  mouth  of  Poplar  run  lias  decidedly  the 
advantage  over  that  at  the  Cove;  and  in  all  other  res- 
pects, may  be  considered  as  equally  well  situated  for 
commercial  intercourse,  and  for  a  populous  town. 

Such  are  the  different  locations  for  the  union  of  the 
rail  road  and  canal,  on  the  Juniata,  which  I  have 
thought  proper  to  recommend  for  the  consideration  of 
the  board. 

On  the  west  of  the  mountain,  no  point  or  place  for 
terminating-  the  rail  road  or  canal,  has  been  agreed  upon 
with  as  much  certainty  as  the  public  interest  requires. 
Agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  to  extend 
the  canal  on  the  Juniata  and  Conemaugh,  as  high  as  the 
supply  of  water  is  sufficient,  the  acting  canal  commis- 
sioner required  the  engineers  of  the  western  division  of 
the  canal,  to  ascertain  and  recommend  such  place  of 
terminating  the  canal  on  the  Conemaugh;  which  has 
been  attended  to,  and  a  report  made  thereon,  agreeably 
to  the  saidrequirments,  and  the  views  of  the  legislature. 

But  after  duly  considering  the  embarrassing  and  un- 
certain nature  of  the  circumstances  and  evidences,  un- 
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der  which  that  estimate  of  water  was  made,  my  duty  re- 
quires me  to  explain  my  views  on  that  subject  more  ful- 
ly at  this  time,  to  the  hoard.    According  to  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  acting  canal  commissioner,  an  estimate  was 
made  of  the  waters  running  in  the  Conemaugh  at  John- 
stown, on  the  16th  of  October,  1828,  and  found  to  be 
more  than  40  cubic  ft  per  second;  and  from  the  bestin- 
. formation  received  at  the  time,  it  had  not  been  much 
lower  through  the  season,  except  for  a  few  days.  But 
from  the  uncertainty  of  the  case,  allow'  a  Severe  drought 
to  reduce  the  quantity  to  20  or  25  cubic  feet  per  sec- 
ond, and  that  one  third  of  this  last  quantity  is  from  the 
south  fork,  (which  is  about  the  quantity  found  in  it  by 
Gen.  Lacock  by  actual  ineasurement,  during  a  very  dry 
time)  there  would  thei^e  running  where  the  Ebens- 
burgand  Munster  branches  commonljr  called  the  North 
Branch,  unites  with  the  Conemaugli  5i  miles  above  the 
south  fork,  at  the  rate  of  15  cubic  feet  per  second, 
witliout  any  preconcerted  reservoirs,  more  than  the  nat- 
ural bed  of  the  stream.    In  order  to  make  the  most  eco- 
nomical use  of  water,  admit  locks  of  five  feet  lift  to  be 
constructed,  and  allow  the  greatest  press  of  business  to 
require  six  boats  to  pass  up  and  down,  requiring  four 
locks  of  water  every  hour,  at  this  rate  144  boats  requir- 
ing 96  locks  of  water,  would  pass  every  24  hours,  which 
being  computed  thus;  5  X  15  X  90  X  96  gives  648,000 . 
cubic  feet,  the  quantity  contained  in  96  locks,  which 
being  divided  by  the  number  of  seconds  in  24  hours, 
viz:  24  1^  60     60  =  86,400,  the  quotient  is  7J  cubic  ft-of 
water  per  second  which  would  be  necessary  to  pass  144 
boats  per  da}',  which  during  the  drought  of  summer, 
would  probably  never  happen  as  at  that  season,  a  recess 
in  canal  navigation  commonly  occurs.    The  remaining 
7|  cubic  feet,  and  allow  7 1  cubic  feet  per  second  from 
the  same  fork,  making  15  cubic  feet  per  second,  which 
would  supply  a  loss  by  soakage  and  evaporation,  at  the 
rate  of  50cubicft.  per  minute  per  rnile, on  18ms  of  canal. 
This  supply  would  be  the  more  ample,  as  the  loss  by 
leakage  would  be  returned  to  the  canal  by  means  of  sev- 
eral dams,composinga  part  of  the  canal  itself  in  the  above 
distance,  which  extends  some  distance  below  the  junc- 
tion of  Stony  creek,  and  where  a  feeder'would  be  taken 
to  supply  the  canal  below  Jolmstown. 

Considering  the  great  extent  of  surface  drained  by 
these  three  branches  of  the  Conemaugh,  it  is  reasonable 
to  state,  that  a  very  considerable  supply,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  might  be  obtained,  if  necessary,  from  suitable 
reservoirs  formed  on  each  of  those  branches  to  be  drawn 
in  seasons  of  drought,  and  which  would  form  valuable 
sites  for  manufacturing  purposes.  From  these  views  of 
the  subject,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  until  facts  can  be 
better  ascertained,  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  for 
all  the  purposes  of  a  canal,  may  at  all  seasons  be  relied 
upon  as  far  up  as  the  junction  of  the  North  Branch. 

The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy,  and  for  several 
miles  above  and  below,  the  hills  have  considerably  sub- 
sided, and  are  partially  cultivated,  as  well  as  a  fine  wide 
bottom  of  alluvial  land,  which  extends  about  three  miles 
above  and  below  the  mouth  of  the  North  Branch,  and  is 
principally  along  the  west  side  of  the  river,  which,  for 
the  above  distance,  flows  in  a  gentle  current  of  less 
than  ten  feet  to  the  mile. 

A  spacious  basin  might  be  conveniently  located  at  a 
suitable  distance  below  the  North  Branch,  and  by  a  low 
dam  across  the  river  just  below  the  junction,  the  waters 
of  the  united  branches  might  be  brought  by  a  short  feed- 
er through  the  basin  into  the  canal. 

The  ground  adjoining  is  suitable  for  a  convenient  and 
extensive  town,  and  roads  lead  off  to  Ebensburg  and 
Munster,  and  in  other  directions. 

Such  a  situation  for  the  junction  of  the  rail  road  and 
canal,  would  in  all  probability,  soon  become  very  inter- 
esting to  the  adjacent  country. 

Should  this  place  as  a  termination  be  adopted,  about 
16  miles  of  canal,  and  380ft.  of  lockage,  would  be  neces- 
sary, to  continue  the  navigation  from  Johnstown  to  the 
North  Branch. 


The  location  of  the  rail  road  extends  lo  Johnstown, 
where  a  suitable  basin  can  be  made  to  coimect  to  the 
canal.  The  site  of  the  town  is  perfectly  healthy,  and  is 
in  every  respect,  well  situated  to  accommodate  the 
country,  as  roads  lead  from  it  in  different  directions,  yet 
the  reasons  above  stated  have  been  considered  of  suf- 
ficient importance,  both  in  public  and  private  point  of 
view,  to  require  a  great  degree  of  prudence  in  deter- 
mining upon  a  final  location.  And  that  this  subject, 
together  with  an  account  of  all  the  graduations,  surveys, 
locations,  estimates  aud  relative  opinions  which  have 
been  made  on  the  various  routes,  at  the  present  critical 
stage  of  business,  should  be  as  fully  communicated  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit,  and  submitted  to 
the  board,  to  enable  them  to  report  thereon,  as  the 
merit  ofthe  different  routes  and  the  public  good  may 
requ'u'e. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  distances,  grades 
and  decents  of  the  several  routes,  for  a  rail  road,  which 
have  been  explored  and  located  from  Bob's  creek  sum- 
mit, and  from  Sugar  run  summit  east  to  the  Juniata. 

First  route,  from  Bob's  creek  summit  along  the  north- 
erly side  of  Poplar  run,  to  the  proposed  basin  above 
Frankstown,  beginning  at  the  Cucumber  bench  on 
the  summit. 

Thence  to  No.  400,  distance  15  miles  at  1°  or 

92  feet  per  mile,  descent  1380 
Then<;e  to  No.  433,  distance  1  mile  20ch  at  64 

feet  per  mile  to  Newry  80 
Thence  to  No.  524,  distance  14  miles  58  ch  at 
■    24  feet  per  mile  old  basin  113.40 
Thence  to  No. 554  distance  1  mile  Ich  at  17  6-10 

feet  per  mile  to  proposed  basin  17.90 


Length  of  this  route  21m.  79cb.  Total  dect.1591. 30 
The  summit  on  this  route  is  favourable  ground,  which 
continues  for  some  distance  along  the  east  side  of  the 
mountain;  the  line  passes  some  steep  ground  and  seve- 
ral cultivated  farms,and  in  about  five  miles  the  line  turns 
more  east,  and  follows  the  southerly  side  and  near  the 
top  of  the  ridge  which  in  some  parts  is  quite  steep,  in 
others  move  broad  and  cultivattd,  and  extends  to  New- 
ry in  llj  miles,  where  a  lighter  grade  is  pursued  along 
the  southerly  side  of  Cliinney  ridge  2  miles  to  the  Ju- 
niata, and  Ihence  along  the  margin  of  the  river  and  bot- 
tom land,  mostly  cleared,  4  miles  to  the  proposed  basin, 
near  Frankstown.  This  line  has  a  favourable  exposure 
facing  to  the  south  and  east.  It  is  moderately  stony, 
and  the  mountainous  part  has  some  rock.  A  branch  of 
this  route  leads  from  Newr}'  to  the  mouth  of  Poplar  run, 
where  a  convenient  location  for  a  basin  and  feeder  is 
made  near  the  Juniata. 

Distance  to  Newry  on  the  above  route  16  ms. 

20  chs,  descent  to  Newry  1,460 
Distance  to  proposed  basin  at  Poplar  run  1  m. 

76  chains  grade  48  feet  per  mile  92 

Length  of  this  route  to  basin  18  m.  16  chs.   

Descent  to  basin,  ft.  1,552 

Second  route,  from  Bob's  creek  summit,  by  the  south 
side  of  Blue  Knob,  beginning-  at  the  Cucumber  bench 
on  the  summit. 

Thence  to  No.  438,  distance  16  miles  34  ch,  at 

1°  or  92  ft  per  mile,  descent  1,511.10 

Thence  to  the  head  of  the 

proposed  basin  12  ch.  dect.  4.07 


Length  of  this  route  16  miles  46  ch.  dect.  1515.17 
On  this  route  in  about  2^  miles  the  line  crosses  the 
summit  between  the  waters  of  the  North  and  South 
Poplar  runs,  and  in  two  miles  further  crossing  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Ivory,  reaches  the  side  of  Blue  Knob.  Thus  far 
the  ground  is  very  favourable,  then  turning  more  to  the 
right,  the  line  follows  the  side  of  the  mountain  which  in 
some  parts  is  very  steep  and  rocky.  Passing  round  the 
mountain,  the  ground  becomes  more  favourable,  though 
a  very  crooked  line  is  traced  by  running  a  regular  grade. 
In  about  11  miles  the  grade  follows  a  ridge  which 
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leads  in  a  direction  towards  the  Juniata.  The  line  is 
very  crooked  and  the  cross  section  of  the  ground  pret- 
t}^  steep  to  within  about  2  miles  of  the  termination, 
when  it  becoiries  more  favourable,  and  has  less  ravines. 
This  line  terminates  at  a  proposed  basin  located  on  a 
handsome  situation  for  a  town,  adjoining'  the  road  from 
Nevvry  to  the  iion  works  on  the  Cove-branch.  This  is 
as  shoi-t  a  line  as  a  grade  of  one  degree  will  admit,  as 
the  graduation  of  one  degree  terniniates  only  12  chains 
from  the  head  of  the  proposed  basin.  Although  this 
line  has  a  great  share  of  rocky  sleep  gTound,  and  has 
many  short  turnings,  it  might  be  made  a  firm  dry  road, 
as  it  lias,  through  its  whole  distance,  a  favourable  south- 
ern and  eastern  exposure. 

These  two  routes  fi-om  the  Juniata  to  Bob's  creek  gap, 
lead  through  a  part  of  the  country  at  present  quite  re- 
mote from  the  great  western  turnpikes,  being  situated 
nearly  between  them,  and  on  this  account  the  rail'road 
would  add  immensely  to  the  interests  and  accommoda- 
tions, of  a  respectable  population,  andprobably  the  road 
itself  would  receive  a  greater  amount  of  business,  and, 
be  thereby  more  beneficial  to  the  state,  by  being  thus 
remotely  situated  fi-om  other  great  roads. 
.  ■      ,  ■  [To  be  concluded  next  week.]       •  •  •  -J-  - 


NEW  PENAL,  CODE. 

AVe  have  received,  and  now  publish,  the  law  lately 
passed,  regulating  the  punishment  of  criminals  in  the 
new  penitentiary,  upon  the  plan  of  solitary  confinement 
and  labour.  Thus  an  opportunity  will  be  aflFcirded  of 
testiiig  the  efficacy  of  the  proposed  system— the  result 
of  which,  may  prove  of  immense  importance  to  the  state 
and  to  the  world. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  re- 
form the  ])enal  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 
Section  1.  Be  it.  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
ftepresentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  I'ennsi/lvaina  in 
General  JJsiembli/  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  every  person  who  shall  be  con- 
victed ii\  any  court  in  the  westei'n  district,  of  any  of  the 
crimes  hereafter  mentioned,  committed  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  shall  instead  of  the  penitentiary  ynui- 
ishments  lieretofoie  prescribed,  be  sentenced  by  tiie 
proper  court  to  suffer  punishment  by  separate  or  solitary 
confinement  at  labor,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  times 
hereinafter  prescribed,  in  the  state  penitentiary  for  the 
western  di.'^trict  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  be  removed  to  the  state  penitentiary  at  the 
expense  of  the  state. 

Skct  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
every  person  who  shall  be  convicted  in  any  court  in  the 
eastern  district,  of  any  of  the  following  crimes,  viz:  mur- 
der in  the  second  degree,  manslaughter,  high  treason, 
arson,  rape,  sodomy  or  buggery,  burglaiy,  forgery,  pas- 
sing counterfeit  money,  robbery,  kidnapping",  mayhem, 
horse  stealing,  and  perjury,  committed  after  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  shall,  instead  of  the  penitentiary  punish- 
ment heretofore  prescribed,  be  sentenced  by  the  pro- 
per court  to  suffer  punishment  by  separate  or  solitary 
confinement  at  labour,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  time 
and  times  hereinafter  prescribed,  in  the  state  peniteniia- 
ry  for  the  eastern  district  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia; 
and  for  that  purpose  to  be  removed  to  the  said  peniten- 
tiary at  the  expense  of  the  state. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
all  and  every  person  adjudged  to  suffer  separate  or  sol- 
itary confinement  at  labour  in  the  eastern  or  western 
penitentiaries,  shall  be  kept  singly  and  separately  at  la- 
bour, in  the  cells  or  work  yards  of  said  prisons;  and  be 
sustained  upon  wholesome  food,  of  a  coarse  quality,  suf- 
ficient for  the  healthful  support  of  life;  and  be  furnish- 
ed with  clothing  suited  to  their  situation,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  inspectors  of  said  prisons.    That  during  the 


confinement  of  such  prisoners,  no  access  shall  be  had  to 
them  by  any  person  or  persons,  except  the  inspectors 
and  officers  of  the  institution  hereinafter  mentioned,  the 
grand  juries  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg', 
and  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Philadelphia,  and  the 
oflScial  visiters  hereinafter  named,  and  such  other  per- 
sons as  may  be  permitted  for  highly  urgent  reasons  by 
any  rule  or  regulation  of  the  board  of  inspectors. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  instead  of  the  penitentiary  punishment 
heretofore  prescribed,  the  punishment  by  solitary  con- 
finement at  labour  shall  be  inflicted  upon  the  several  of- 
fenders who  shall  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  commit, 
and  be  legally  convicted  of,  any  of  the  off  ences  herein- 
after enumeiated  and  specifielF,  that  is  to  say 
MURDER. 

Every  person  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  de- 
gree, shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  imprisonment  iti 
one  of  the  state  penitentiaries,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
to  be  kept  in  separate  or  solitary  confinement  at  labors 
for  the  first  offence,  for  a  period  not  less  than  four  nor 
more  than  twelve  years;  and  for  the  second  offence,  for 
the  period  of  his  natural  life;  and  be  fed,  clothed,  and 
treated,  as  is  provided  In  this  act. 

MANSLAUGHTER. 
Evei-y  person  duly  convicted  of  voluntary  manslaugh- 
ter, shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  similar  confinement 
at  labour;  for  the  first  off~ence,  for  a  period  not  less  thar> 
two  nor  more  than  six  years;  for  the  second  offence,  for 
a  period  of  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  yearsf 
under  the  same  conditions  as  are  expressed  in  the  fij-st 
clause  of  this  section,  and  to  give  security  on  conviction, 
either  for  the  first  or  second  olfence,  for  good  behaviour 
during  life,  or  for  any  less  time  according  to  the  nature 
and  enormity  of  the  offence. 

HIGH  TREASON. 
Every  person  duly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  high 
treason,  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  similar  confine- 
ment at  labour;  for  the  first  offence,  for  a  period  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  years;  for  the  second 
offence,  for  a  period  of  not  exceeding  ten  years — imder 
the  same  conditions  as  are  expressed  in  the  first  clause 
of  this  section. 

ARSON. 

Every  person  duly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  mali- 
ciously and  voluntarily  burning  the  dwelling  house,  ov 
any  other  house,  barn,  or  stable  adjoinliig|'  thereto,  or 
any  barn  or  out-house  having  hay  or  grain  therein,  aJ- 
though  the  same  shall  not  be  adjoining  to  such  dwel- 
ling house,  or  of  having  wilfully  and  maliciously  set 
fire  to  any  barrack  rick  or  stack  of  hay,  grain,  or  bark, 
with  intent  to  destroy  the  same,  belonging  to  any  other 
persons,  or  of  maliciously  and  voluntaril}'  burning  any 
of  ihe  public  buildings  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  the 
public  buildings  at  Harrisburg,  or  of  any  of  the  cities  or 
counties  In  the  state,  or  any  church  meeting  house  or 
other  building  for  public  worship,  or  any  college,  aca- 
demy, school-house,  or  library,  or  as  being  accessary 
thereto,  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  similar  con- 
finement at  labour,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  nor 
more  than  ten  ye.irs  for  the  first  offence,  and  not  more 
than  fifteen  years  for  the  second  offence — under  the 
same  conditions  as  are  herein  expressed  in  the  first 
clause  of  this  section. 

RAPE. 

Every  person  duly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  rape,  or 
as  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  undergo  a  similar  confinement  at  labour;  for 
the  first  offence,  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
than  twelve  years,  and  for  the  second  offence,  for  and 
during  the  period  of  his  natural  life — under  the  same 
conditions  as  are  herein  before  expressed. 

BURGLARY. 

Every  person  duly  convicted  of  burgl.iry,  or  as  acces- 
sary thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  sentenced  to  un- 
dergo a  similar  confinement  at  labour,  and  under  the 
conditions  herein  before  stated;  for  the  first  ofTencej  for 
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a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
for  the  second  offence  a  period  not  exceeding  15  years. 
SODOMY. 

Every  person  duly  convicted  of  sodomy  or  bugg'erj', 
or  as  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  senten- 
ced to  undergo  a  similar  confinement  at  labour;  for  the 
first  offence,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  five  years,  and  for  the  second  offence,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  years — under  the  same  conditions  as  at-e  herein 
before  expressed. 

FORGERY. 

Evei-y  person  duly  convicted  of  having  falsel}-  forged 
and  counterfeited  any  gold  or  silver  coin  which  now  isj 
or  hereafter  shall  b*-,  passing  or  in  circulation  within  this 
state,  or  having  falsely  uttered,  paid,  or  tendered  in 
payment,  any  such  counterfeit  and  forged  coin,  know- 
ihj^  the  same  to  be  forg'ed  and  counterfeit;  or  having'aid- 
ea,  abetted,  or  commanded  the  perpetration  of  either 
of  the  siid  crimes,  or  of  having  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be  falsely  made, 
forged  or  counterfeited,or  of  having  willingly  aided  oras- 
sisted  in  falsely  making,forging,or  counterfeiting  any  bill 
br  note  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be  a  bill  or  note 
issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors,  and  compa- 
ny, of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  or  of  any  of  the  banks 
within  this  commonwealth,  incorporated  in  pursuance  of 
any  act  or  acts  of  the  general  assembly,  or  by  any  or  ei- 
,  Iher  of  the  said  banks,  or  any  order  or  check  on  any  of 
"the  said  banks  or  corporations,  or  any  cashier  of  either 
of  the  said  banks,  or  of  having  falsely  altered,  or  caused 
or  procured  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aided  or 
assisted  in  falsely  altering  any  bill  or  note  issued  by  any 
or  either  of  tlie  said  banks,  or  by  order  of  the  president, 
directors,  and  company  of  either  of  the  said  banks,  or 
^ny  order  or  check  on  any  of  the  said  banks  or  corpora- 
tions, or  cashiers  of  either  or  any  of  the'said  banks,  or  of 
having  passed, uttered, or  published,orattempted  to  pass, 
utter,  or  publish  as  tme;  any  false  forged  or  counterfeit 
<  bill  or  note,  purporting  to  be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  any 
or  either  of  the  said  banks,  or  by  order  of  the  president, 
directors  and  company  of  any  or  either  of  the  said  banksj 
tor  any  falsely  altered  order  or  check  on  any  of  the  said 
banks  or  corporations  or  any  cashier  or  either  of  them, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered  with  intent  to 
defraud  any  of  the  said  banks,  or  any  other  body  politic 
or  person;  'or  of  having  sold,  uttered  or  delivered,  or 
caused  to  be  sold,  uttered  or  delivered,  any  forged  or  i 
counterfeit  note  or  bill,  in  imitation  or  purporting  to  ! 
be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  any  or  either  of  the  said  banksj 
or  by  order  of  the  president  and  directors  of  any  or  ei- 
ther of  the  said  bahks,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false, 
forged,  and  counterfeited;  or  of  liaving  made  or  engra- 
ved, or  caused  or  procured  to  be  made  or  engraved,  or 
of  having  in  his  custody  or  possession  any  metallic  plate 
engraved  after  the  similitude  of  any  plate  from  which 
any  notes  or  bills  issued  by  any  bank  incorporated  in 
jjursuanee  of  any  act  or  acts  of  assembl}'  of  this  common- 
wealth, shall  have  been  printed  with  intent  to  use  such 
plate  or  to  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used  in  forging 
or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  issued  by  the 
Said  banks,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  or  of  having  in 
nis  custody  or  possession  any  blank  note  or  notes,  bill 
or  bills,  engraved  and  printed  after  the  similitude  of  any 
notes  or  bills  issued  by  either  of  the  said  banks,  with 
intent  to  use  such  blanks,  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to 
be  Used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or 
bills  issued  by  the  said  banks,  or  h«ving  in  his  custody 
or  possession  any  paper  adapted  to  the  making  of  bank 
notes  or  bills,  and  similar  to  the  pajjer  upon  which  any 
notes  or  bills  of  either  of  the  said  banks  shall  have  been 
issued  with  intent  to  use  such  paper,  or  cause  or  suffer 
the  same  to  be  used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of 
the  notes  or  bills  issued  by  either  of  the  said  banks  or  of 
having  forged,  defaced,  coiTupted,  or  emijezzled  any 
charters,  gifts,  grants,  bonds,  bills,  wills,  conveyances 
or  contracts,  or  of  having  defaced  or  falsified  any  enrol- 
ment, registry  or  record,  within  this  state:  or  of  having 
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forged  any  entry  of  the  acknowledgment,  certificate,  or 
endorsement,  whereby  the  freehold  or  inheritance  of 
any  person  or  persons  may  be  changed;  or  of  counter- 
feiting the  hand  or  seal  of  another,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud; or  the  privy  or  great  seal  of  the  state;  or  the  seal 
of  any  county  in  the  state — shall  be  sentenced  to  be 
imprisoned  in  solitary  confinement  at  labour;  for  the  first 
offence,  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more 
than  seven  years;  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a  peri- 
od not  exceeding  ten  years.  Under  the  same  conditions 
as  are  expressed  in  the  first  clause  of  this  section. 
ROBBERY. 

Every  person  convicted  of  robbery,  or  as  being  ac- 
cessary thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  sentenced  to 
undergo  a  similar  confinement;  for  the  first  offence,  for 
a  period  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years; 
and  for  the  second  offence,  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
twelve  yea' s — under  the  same  conditions  as  are  herein 
before  expressed. 

MAYHEM. 

Every  person  convicted  of  mayhem,  his  or  heraidersj 
abettors  or  counsellors,  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a 
similar  confinement  at  labour;  for  the  first  offence,  for 
a  ])eriod  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years; 
and  for  the  second  offence,  not  exceeding  fourteen  years 
— under  the  same  conditions  as  above  expressed. 
KIDNAPPING. 
Every  person  con^  icted  of  kidnappihg.under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  undergo  a  similar  confinernent  at  labour;  for 
the  first  offence,  for  a  period  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
than  twelve  years;  and  for  the  second  offence,  for  a  pe 
riod  of  twenty-one  years — under  the  same  conditions  as 
herein  before  expressed. 

HORSE  STEALING. 
Every  person  convicted  of  horse  stealing,  or  as  ac- 
cessary thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  sentenced  to  un- 
dergo a  similar  confinement  at  labour;  for  the  first  of- 
fence, for  a  period  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  four 
years;  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a  period  of  not 
more  than  seven  years— under  the  same  conditions  as 
herein  before  expi-essed. 

PERJURY. 

Every  person  convicted  of  perjury  or  subornation  of 
perjury,  or  of  wilfully  and  corruptly  making  a  false  oath 
at  any  general  or  special  election  under  the  provisions  of 
the  several  acts  reg'ulating  the  general  elections  within 
this  commonwealth,  or  of  suborning  any  other  person  to 
make  such  false  oath  Or  affirmation,  or  of  having  know- 
ingly published,  uttered,  or  made  use  of  any  forged  or 
false  receipt  or  certifica;te,  with  intent  to  impose  the 
same  upon  or  deceive  any  judge  or  inspector^  at  any 
election,  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  similar  con- 
finement; for  the  first  offence,  for  a  period  not  less  than  ' 
one  year  nor  more  than  five  years;  and  for  the  second 
offence,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  eight  years — and  be 
treated  as  is  herein  before  provided  in  the  first  clause  of 
this  section. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  ' 
aforesaid.  That  every  other  felony  or  misdemeanor,  or 
offence  whatsoever,  not  specially  provided  for  by  this 
act,  may  and  shall  be  punished  as  heretofore. 

Sect.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  Th.it  all  definitions  and  descriptions  of  crimes^, 
all  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  incapacities,  theres^ 
titution  of  property,  or  the  payment  of  the  Value  there- 
of, and  every  other  matter  not  particularly  mentioned  in 
this  act,  be  and  the  same  shall  remain  as  heretofore. 

Sect.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  penitentiaries  aforesaid,  shall  be  res- 
pectively managed  by  a  board  of  inspectors  consisting 
of  five  taxable  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  who  shall  be  ap-^ 
pointed  as  follows:  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  state,  shall  at  the  first  term  of  any  supreme  court, 
which  shall  be  held  in  any  of  the  districts  of  the  state,  af- 
ter the  passage  of  this  act,  appoint  five  taxable  citizens' 
residing  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  or  countj'  of  Allegheny, 
who  shall  be  inspectors  of  the  western  state  penitenU*' 
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ly,  to  servo  for  two  years;  and  five  taxable  citizens  re- 
siding in  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall 
be  inspectors  of  the  eastern  state  penitentiarj ,  to  serve 
for  two  years,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  appoin- 
ted; and  in  case  of  an)^  vacancy  occasioned  by  death, 
resig-nation,  refusal  to  serve,  or  otherwise,  the  same 
shall  be  supplied  by  the  said  judges  as  soon  as  conve- 
niently may  be. 

Sect.  8.  And  be  it  farfher  enacted  hy  the  mdhority 
aforesaid.  That  the  following-  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  better  ordering  and  government  of  said  penitentia- 
ries, shall  be  and  continue  in  force  until  altered  by  the 
legislature  or  in  the  manner  hereinaftei'  stated. 

ARTICLE  L 
Of  the  Inspectors  and  their  Duties. 
They  shall  at  their  first  meeting,  and  annually  there- 
after, appoint  out  of  their  number  a  president,  secreta- 
ry, and  treasurer,  and  keep  regidar  minutes  of  their 
proceedings.  Tliey  shall  hold  stated  meetings  once  a 
month,  and  adjourned  and  special  meetings  whenever 
necessary.  The  treasurer  shall  give  bond  with  suffi- 
cient surety  in  such  amount  as  the  inspectors  may  fix 
and  determine,  and  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  moneys 
belonging  to  the  prison  .according  to  the  order  of  the 
board.  They  shall  semi-annually  appoint  a  warden, 
a  physician,  and  clerk,  for  the  institution,  and  shall 
fix  their  salaries,  as  well  as  those  of  the  under  keepers 
or  overseers,  and  the  persons  employed  about  the  pris- 
on. They  shall  serve  without  any  pecuniary  compen- 
sation, and  shall  be  exempted  from  military  duty,  from 
serving  on  juries  and  arbitr.ations,  or  as  guardians  of  the 
poor.  They  shall  visit  the  penitentiary  at  least  twice  in 
every  week,  to  see  that  the  duties  of  the  several  officers 
and  attendants  are  performed;  to  prevent  all  oppression, 
peculation,  or  other  abuse  or  mism.angement  of  the  said 
institutions.  They  shall  have  power  if  they  on  confer- 
ence find  it  necessary,to  make  such  rules  for  the  internal 
government  of  said  prison  as  may  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  solitary  confinement,  as  set  forth 
and  declared  by  this  act. 

They  shall  attend  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
prisoners,  and  procure  suitable  persons  for  this  object, 
who,  shall  be  the  religious  instructors  of  the  prisoners 
I'7-vvidcd'lhe\v  services  shall  be  gratuituous. 

'I  hey  sliall  direct  the  miinner  in  which  all  raw  mate- 
rials to  be  manufactured  by  tiie  convicts  in  said  pi'isons 
and  the  provisions  and  other  supplies  for  tlie  prisons 
shall  be  purchased,  and  also  the  s.ale  of  all  articles  man- 
ufactured in  said  prisons. 

They  shall  cause  accurate  accounts  to  be  kept  by  the 
clerk  of  all  expcnditui  es  and  receipts  in  the  penitenti- 
aries, which  accounts  respectively  shall  be  annually 
examrned  and  settled  by  the  auditors  of  the  couiily  of 
Allegheny  and  of  the  county  of  rhiladclphia. 

They  shall  on  or  before  the  fii-st  day  of  Jaiuiary  in  ev- 
ery year  make  a  report  in  writing  to  the  legislature,  of 
the  state  of  the  penitentiaries. 

The  rc])oi  t  shall  contain  the  number  of  prisoners  in 
confinement,  their  age,  sex,  place  of  nativity,  time  of 
commitment,  term  of  imprisonment  during  the  preced- 
iiig  year;  noticing  also  those  who  may  have  escaped  or 
died  or  who  were  pardoned  or  discharged — designating 
the  offence  for  which  the  commitment  was  made  and 
whether  for  a  first  or  a  repeated  offence  and  when  and 
in  what  court  or  by  M'hosc  order,  and  in  such  return  the 
inspectors  shall  m.ake  such  observations  as  to  the  effici- 
ency of  the  system  of  solitary  confinement  as  may  be 
the  result  of  their  experience  and  give  such  information 
as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  making  the  said  insti- 
, :  tution  eflcctual  in  the  punishjnent  and  reformation  of 
oflenders. 

They  shall  have  power  to  examine  any  person  upon 
oath  or  affirmation  relative  to  any  abuse  in  said  pl.aces 
of  confinement,  or  matter  within  'the  purview  of  their 
duties,  they  shall  direct  in  what  manner  tlie  r.ations  for 
■    sub  sistence  of  the  prisoners  shall  be  composed  in  con 


formiiy  with  the  general  directions  on  that  subject  here- 
inafter continued. 

The  inspectors  in  their  weekly  visits  to  the  several 
places  of  confinement  shall  speak  to  each  person  con- 
fined therein,  out  of  the  presence  of  any  of  the  persons 
employed  therein,  shall  listen  to  any  complaints  that 
ma)'  be  made  of  oppression,  or  ill  conduct  of  the  per- 
sons so  emjjloyed,  examine  into  the  truth  thereof,  and 
proceed  therein  when  the  complaint  is  well  founded, 
and  on  such  visits  they  shall  have  the  calender  of  the 
prisoners  furnished  to  them  by  the  warden,  and  see  by 
actual  inspection  whether  all  the  prisoners  named  in  the 
said  calender  are  found  in  the  said  prison,  in  the  situa 
tion  in  which,  by  the  said  calendsj-  they  are  declared 
to  be. 

.V  majority  of  the  said  inspectors  shaB  constitute  a 
board,  and  may  do  any  of  the  acts  required  of  the  said 
inspectors;  two  of  the  inspectors  shall  be  a  quorum  for 
the  weekly  visitations  hereby  directed  to  be  made. 

The  warden  shall  not,  nor  shall  any  inspector  with- 
out the  direction  of  a  majority  of  the  inspectors,  sell  any 
article  for  the  use  of  the  said  penitentiaries,  or  eith- 
er of  them,  or  of  the  persons  confined  therein,  during 
their  confinement,  nor  derive  any  emolument  from  such 
purchase  or  sale,  nor  shall  he, or  they,or  either  of  them 
receive  under  any  pretence  whatever  (iom  either  of  th« 
said  prisoners,  or  any  one  in  his  behalf  any  sum  of  mo- 
nej',  emolument,  or  rewaid  whatever,  or  any  article  of 
value  as  a  gratuity  or  gift  under  the  penalty  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  fine  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the 
commonwealth  by  an  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  re- 
cord thereof,  having  jurisdiction  of  sums  of  that  amount. 
ATtTICLE  U. 
Of  the  Duties  of  the  IVarden. 
.    The  warden  shall  reside  in  the  penitentiary,  he  shall 
visit  every  cell  and  apartment,  and  see  every  prisoner 
under  his  care  at  least  once  in  every  daj',  he  shall  keep  | 
a  journal  in  which  shall  be  regularly  entered  the  recep- 
tion, discharge,  death,  pardon  or  escape  of  any  prisoner 
and  also  the  compl.aints  that  are  made,  and  the  punish- 
ments that  are  inflicted  for  the  breach  of  prison  dici- 
pline  as  they  occur;  the  visits  of  the  inspectors  and  the 
physician  and  all  other  occurrences  of  note  that  con- 
cern the  state  of  the  prison  except  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, the  accounts  of  which  are  to  be  kept  in  the 
manner  hercin.after  directed. 

'I  he  wai'den  shall  appoint  the  under  keepers  who 
shall  be  called  overseers,  and  all  necessary  servants  and 
dismiss  them  whenever  he  thinks  proper  or  the  board  of 
inspectors  direct  him  so  to  do. 

Jle  shall  report  all  infractions  of  the  rules  to  the  in- 
spectors, and  with  the  approbation  of  one  of  them  may 
punish  the  ofl'eiider  in  such  manner  as  shall  he  direct- 
ed in  the  rules  to  be  enacted  by  the  inspectors  concern- 
ing the  treatment  of  prisoners. 

He  shall  not  absent  himself  from  the  penitentiary  for 
a  night  without  permission  in  writing  from  two  of  the 
ins|3ector3. 

He  shall  not  be  present  when  the  inspectors  make 
their  stated  visits  to  the  prisoners  under  his  care,  unless 
thereto  required  by  the  inspectors. 
■  -    ■  ARTICLE  III. 

Of  the  Duty  of  the  Overseers. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  to  inspect  the 
condition  of  each  prisorjer  at  least  three  times  every 
day — to  see  that  his  meals  are  regularly  delivered  ac- 
cording to  the  prison  allowance,  and  to  superintend  the 
work  of  the  prisoners. 

They  shall  give  immediate  notice  to  the  warden  op 
physician  whenever  any  convict  shall  complain  of  such 
illness  as  to  require  medical  aid. 

Each  overseer  shall  have  a  certain  number  of  prison- 
ers assigned  to  his  care. 

He  sliall  make  a  daily  report  to  the  warden  of  the 
health  and  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  and  a  like  repM't 
to  the  inspectors  when  required. 
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No  overseer  shall  be  present  when  the  warden  or 
the  Inspectors  visit  the  prisoners  under  his  particular 
care,  unless  thereto  required  by  the  warden  or  inspec- 
tors. 

The  overseer  shall  obey  all  legal  orders  given  by  tlie 
warden,  and  all  rules  established  by  the  board  of  inspec- 
tors for  the  government  of  the  prison. 

All  orders  to  the  overseers  must  be  g'iven  through  or 
by  the  warden. 

The  overseers  shall  not  he  absent  themselves  from 
the  prison  without  permission  from  the  warden. 

No  overseer  shall  receive  from  any  one  confined  in 
the  penitentiary,  or  from  any  one  in  behalf  of  such  pris- 
oner, any  emolument  or  reward  whatever  or  the  pro- 
mise of  any,elther  for  services  or  supplies,or  as  a  gratuity 
under  the  penalty  of  100  dollars  and  imprisonment  for 
30  days  in  the  county  jail,  and  when  any  breach  of  this 
article  shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  warden  or 
inspectors,  the  overseer  or  overseers  so  offending  shall 
be  immediately  discharged  from  his  office  and  prosecut- 
ed for  tlie  said  offence  according  to  law. 

No  overseer  who  shall  have  been  discharged,  for  any 
offence  whatever  shall  again  be  employed. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Of  the  Duties  of  the  Physician. 

Tlie  physician  shaVl  visit  every  prisoner  in  the  prison 
twice  in  every  week  and  oftener  if  the  state  of  their  health 
require  it,  and  shall  report  once  in  every  month  to  the 
inspectors. 

He  shall  attend  immediately  on  notice  from  the  war- 
den that  any  person  is  sick. 

He  shall  examine  every  prisoner  that  shall  be  brought 
into  the  penitentiary  before  he  shall  be  confined  in  his 
cell. 

Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the-.physician,  any  con- 
vict in  the  penitentiary  is  so  ill  as  to  require  removal  the 
warden  shall  direct  such  removal  to  the  infirmary  of  the 
instituticn;  and  the  prisoner  shall  be  kept  in  the  infirma- 
ry until  the  physician  shall  certify  that  lie  may  be  re- 
moved without  injury  to  his  health,  and  he  shall  then 
be  removed  to  his  cell. 

He  shall  visit  the  patients  in  the  Infirmarj',  at  least 
once  in  every  day  and  he  shall  give  such  directions  for 
the  health  and  cleanhness  of  the  prisoners,  and  when 
necessary,  as  to  the  alteration  of  their  diet,  as  he  may 
<leem  expedient,  which  the  warfen  shall  have  execut- 
ed, Provided  they  shall  not  be  contrary  to  the  pro\isions 
of  the  law,  or  inconsistent  with  the  safe  custody  of  the 
said  prisoners,  and  the  directions  he  may  give,  whether 
complied  with  or  not  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of 
the  warden  and  on  his  own. 

The  physician  shall  inquire  into  the  mental,  as  well 
as  the  bodily,  state  of  every  prisoner,  and  when  we  shall 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  mind  or  body  is  materially 
affected  by  the  dicipline,  treatment,  or  diet,  he  shall  in- 
form the  warden  thereof,  and  sliall  enter  his  observa- 
tion on  the  journal  hereinafter  directed  to  be  kept,which 
shall  be  an  authority  for  the  warden  for  altering  the  dis- 
cipline^  treatment,  or  diet,  of  any  prisoner  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  inspectors  who  shall  inquire  into  the  case 
and  make  orders  accordingly. 

The  physician  shall  keep  a  journal  in  which,  opposite 
to  the  name  of  each  pi  isonei',  shall  be  entered  the  state 
of  his  health;  and  if  sick,  whether  in  the  infirmary  or 
not,  together  with  such  remarks  as  he  may  deem  im- 
portant, which  journal  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection 
of  the  warden,  and  the  inspectors,  and  the  same  togeth- 
er with  the  return,  provided  for  in  the  first  article  of 
this  section,  shall  be  laid  before  the  inspectors  once  in 
every  month,  or  oftener  if  called  for. 

The  prisoners  under  the  care  of  the  physician,  shall 
i)e  allowed  such  diet  as  he  shall  direct. 

No  prisoner  shall  be  discharged  while  labouring  un- 
der a  dangerous  disease,  although  entitled  to  his  dis- 
charge, unless  by  his  own  desire. 

The  infirmary  shall  have  a  suitable  partition  between 
every  bed,  and  no  two  patients  shall  occupy  the  same 


bed,  and  the  pliysician  andjhis  attendants  shall  take  ev- 
ery precaution,  in  their  power,  to  prevent  all  inter- 
course between  the  convicts  while  in  tiie  infirmary.  ^ 
ARTICLE  V. 

Of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Penitentiary. 

Of  the  reception  of  the  Convicts. — Every  convict  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  shall  imme- 
diately after  the  sentence  shall  have  been  finally  pro- 
nounced, be  conveyed  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in 
which  he  was  condemned,  to  the  penitentiary. 

On  the  arrival  of  a  convict,  immediate  notice  shall  be 
given  to  the  physician,  who  shall  examine  the  state  of 
his  or  her  healtli,  he  orshc  shall  then  be  stri])ped  of  his  or 
her  clothes,  und  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  the  prison,  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  being  first  bathed  and 
cleansed. 

He  or  she  shall  then  be  examined  by  the  clerk  and 
the  warden,  in  the  presence  of  as  many  of  the  overseers 
as  can  conveniently  attend,  in  order  to  their  becoming 
acquainted  with  his  or  her  person,  and  countenance, 
and  his  or  her  name,  height,  apparent  and  alleged  age, 
place  of  nativity,  trade,  complexion,  colour  of  hair  and 
eyes,  and  length  of  his  or  her  feet,  to  be  acurately  meas- 
ured; shall  be  entered  in  a  book  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, together  with  such  other  natural,  or  accidental 
marks,  or  peculiarity  of  feature,  or  appearance  as  may 
serve  to  indentify  him  or  her;  and  if  the  convict  can 
write,  his  or  her  signature  shall  be  written  under  the 
said  "description  of  his  or  her  person. 

All  the  effects  of  the  person  of  the  convict,  as  well 
as  his  or  her  clothes  shall  be  taken  from  him  or  her,and 
specially  mentioned,  and  preserved  under  the  care  of 
the  warden,  to  be  restored  to  him  or  her  on  his  or  her 
discharge. 

If  the  convict  is  not  in  such  ill  health,'  as  to  require 
being  sent  to  the  infirmary  he  or  she  shall  then  be  con- 
ducted to  the  cell  asigned  to  him  or  her,  numerically 
designated,bywhich  he  orshe  shall  thereafter  be  known, 
during  his  or  her  confinement. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
Of  the  Clothing  and  Diet  of  the  Convicts. 

The  uniform  of  the  prison  for  males,  shall  be  a  jack- 
et and  trowsers  of  cloth,  or  other  warm  stuff  for  the 
winter,  and  lighter  materials  for  the  summer;  the  form 
and  colour  shall  be  determined  by  the  inspectors,  and 
two  changes  of  linen  shall  be  furnished  to  each  prison- 
er every  week. 

No  prisoner  is  to  receive  any  thing  but  t)ic  prison  al- 
lowance. 

No  tobacco,  in  any  form  shall  be  used  by  the  convicts, 
and  any  one  who  shall  supply  them  with  it,  or  with  wine, 
or  spirituous,  or  intoxicating  fermented  liquor,  unless 
by  order  of  the  physician,  shall  be  fined  ten  dollars — 
and  if  an  officer  be  dismissed. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
Of  Visitors. 

No  person  who  is  not  an  official  visitor  of  the  prisons, 
or  who  has  not  a  written  permission,  according  to  such 
rules  as  the  inspector  may  adopt,  as  aforesaid,  sh;dl  be 
allowed  to  visit  the  same;  the  official  visitors  are  the 
Governor,  speaker  and  members  of  the  Senate,  the 
speaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  attorney  general  .ind  his  deputies, 
the  president  and  associate  judges  of  all  the  courts  in 
the  state,  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  cities  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Lancaster  and  rhtsburg,  commisMoners  and 
sheriffs  of  the  several  co^itics.and  the  acting  comn^ittee 
of  the  I'hiladelphia  S^"=ty  fo''  the  alleviation   of  the 
miseries  of  public  p'isons. 

None  but  the  official  visitors  can  have  any  commi^m- 
cation  with  the  convicts,  nor  shall  «ny  visitor  whatever 
be  permitted  to  dellverto,  or  to  receive  from  any  of  tl  e 
convicts  anv  letter,  or  message  whatever,  or  to  supply- 
them  with  anv  article  of  any  kind,  ""d^''  '"e  pc-  y 
of  one  hundred  dolla's  fine.  t.  be  --ccovered^a^^^  ^'cin- 
before  provided  for^thcr  fines  imposed  by 
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Any  visitor  who  shall  discover  any  abuse,  infraction 
of  law,  or  oppression  shall  immediately  make  the  same 
known  to  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  common  wealth, 
a  the  inspectors  or  either  of  them  are  implicated. 

_     .  ARTICLE  VIII. 

Of  the  discharge  of  the  coiivicis. 
When  any  convict  shall  be  discharged  by  the  expi- 
ration of  tlie  term  for  which  he  or  she  was  condemned, 
or  by  pardon,  he  or  she  shall  take  off  the  prison  uni- 
form, and  have  the  clothes  which  he  or  she  broug-ht  to 
the  prison,  restored  to  him  or  her,  tog'ether  with  the 
other  property,  if  any,  tliat  was  taken  from  him  or  her  on 
his  or  her  commitment,  that  has  not  been  otliervvise  dis- 
posed of. 

W  hen  a  prisoner  is  to  be  discharged,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  warden  to  obtain  from  him  or  lier  as  far  as 
is  practicable,  his  or  her  former  history,  what  means  of 
literary,  moral,  or  religious  instruction  he  or  she  enjoy- 
ed, what  early  temptations  to  crime  by  wicked  associa- 
tions, or  otherwise  he  or  she  was  exposed  to,  his  or  her 
general  habits,  predominant  passions,  and  prevailing 
vices,  and  in  what  part  of  the  country  he  or  she  purpo- 
ses to  fix  his  or  her  residence,  all  which  shall  be  enter- 
ed by  the  c'erk  ill  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
together  with  his  or  her  name  age  and  time  of  dis- 
charge. 

If  the  inspectors  and  wardens  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  morality,  industry,  and  order,  of  his  orlier  con- 
duct they  shall  give  him  or  her  a  certificate  to  that  ef- 
fect, and  shall  furnish  the  discharged  convict  with  four 
dollars,  tq  be  paid  by  the  state,  whereby  the  temptation 
immediately  to  commit  offences  against  society  before 
employment  can  be  obtained,  may  be  obviated. 

'       '"■      ARTICLE  IX.  .  -■; 

,  ■  Duties  of  the  religious  instructor. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  instructor  to  attend  to  the 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts,  in  such 
manner  as  to  make  their  confinement  as  far  as  possible 
the  means  of  their  reformation,  so  that  when  restored  to 
their  liberty,  they  may  prove  honest,  industrious  and 
useful,  members  of  society,  and  the  inspectors  and  offi- 
cers are  enjoined  to  give  every  facility  to  the  instructor 
in  such  measures  as  he  may  think  necessary  to  produce 
so  desirable  a  result,  not  inconsistent  with  the  rules  and 
discipline  of  the  prison. 

Sect.  9.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  hi/  the'  autliority 
aforesaid.  That  the  expenses  of  maintaining  and  keep- 
ing the  convicts  in  the  said  eastern  and  western  peni- 
tentiaries shall  be  borne  by  the  respective  counties  in 
which  they  shall  be  convicted,  and  the  said  expenses 
shall  be  paid  to  the  said  inspectors,  by  orders  to  be 
drawn  by  them  on  tlie  treasurers  of  the  said  counties, 
wbo  shall  accept  and  pay  the  same.  Provided,  That  the 
said  orders  shall  not  be  presented  to  the  said  treasurers 
before  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  and  every  vear. 
And  provided  also ,  That  the  said  inspectors  sliall  annual- 
ly on  or  before  the  fii-st  Monda}'  of  February,  transmit 
ty  the  public  mall  to  the  commissioners  of  such  of  the 
counties  as  rnay  have  become  indebted  for  convicts  con- 
fii\ed  in  said  penitentiaries;  an  account  of  the  expense 
of  keeping  and  maintaining  said  convicts,  which  account 
shall  be  aigned  by  the  aald  inspectors,  and  be  sworn  or 
affirmed  to  by  ihem  and  attested  by  tlie  clerk,  and  it 
shall  he  the  duty  of  the  -.aid  commissioners  immediately 
on  receipt  of  said  accounts     give  notice  to  the  trea- 
surers oi  t>,eir  respective  counf,,^  of  the  amount  of  said 
accounts,  with  instructions  to  collect  and  retain  monies 
for  the  payniem  of  said  orders  when  presented;  and 
all  salaries  of  the  ofF.cera  of  the  said  penitentiaries  shall 
be  paid  by  the  state,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  in- 
^^ectors  to  transmit  to  the  auditor  general  the  names  of 
ttit  nersons  by  them  appointed,  »nd  the  salaries  agreed 
to  oe        to  each  of  tX.-xn  undei  the  provisions  of  this 


fict,  whio.  gj^j^u  -i,^ 
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warrants  drawn  by  the  governor  upon  the  treaaurel"  of 
the  commonwealth. 

Sect.  10,  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  several  aets  of  assembly  of  thrs 
commouvveahh,  and  such  parts  thereof,  so  far  as  the 
same  are  altered  or  supplied  by  this  act,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
July  next.  Provided:  That  the  repeal  thereof  shall  in 
no  wise  affect  any  indictment,  trial,  sentence  or  pufi- 
ishment  of  any  of  the  said  herein  mentioned  crimes  or 
offences  which  have  been,  or  shall  be  committed  before 
this  act  shall  come  into  operation. 

Sfxt.  11.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriii/ 
aforesaid.  That  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  av»- 
thorised  and  required  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  state 
treasurer  in  favour  of  the  inspectors  of  the  western  pen^' 
itentlary  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,to  be  ap"-» 
plied  by  said  inspectors  to  such  alteration  of  the  interior 
of  said  penitentiary  as  in  their  opinion  will  best  adapt 
the  same  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  easterrj 
penitentiary,  introducing  a  supply  of  water  from  Fair 
Mt.  water  works,procuringthe  necessary  furniture  8c  fix- 
tures for  the  accommodation  and  reception  of  the  prison- 
ers, the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be  and  it  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  said  purposes,  and  the  commission- 
ers appointed  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  stat% 
penitentiary  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania  are 
directed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  and  to  dra;W  the 
sum  hereby  authorised  from  the  state  treasury  its  the 
same  manner  as  is  by  law  provided. 

Sect.  13.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  eastern 
penitential'}',  who  shall  be  appointed  as  is  herein  before 
provided,  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorised  to  drav? 
from  the  state  treasury,  upon  warrants  drawn  in  the  usisi- 
al  manner,  any  sums  of  money  which  shall  not  together 
amount  to  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
said  inspectors  to  support  and  employ  the  prisoners 
who  may  be  committed  to  said  penitentiary,  until  so 
much  of  such  sums  of  money  as  may  become  payable  by 
the  several  counties,  from  which  convicts  may  be  re- 
moved to  said  prisons,  shall  be  received  by  said  board, 
as  will  enable  them  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  prisons 
without  such  aid;  which  sums  so  advanced  by  *he  state 
shall  be  re-paid  to  the  state  treasurer  by  the  said  board, 
as  soon  as  the  funds  of  said  prisons  will  enable  saii^ 
board  to  make  such  re-payment. 
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IN  ERROR. 
Supreme  Court, 


Cope  and  others,  trading  nndeir'' 
the  firm  of  Thomas  P.  Cope  &  ■ 
Sons,  v.  Raphael  de  Cordova. 

Philadetphia,  March  27,  1829. 

This  was  a  writ  of  error  to  the  Court  of  Commora 
Pleas  of  Philadelphia  county,  where  the  defendant  ira 
error,  who  w;is  plaintiff  below,  had  obtained  judgment 
for  fifty-nine  dollars  and  forty-four  cents  upon  the  foll- 
lowing  case  stated: 

"The  ship  Lancaster,  from  Liverpool,  owned  by  the 
defendants,  was  entered  at  the  Custom  House  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  27th  June,  1824,  and  commenced  un- 
loading on  the  21st  of  the  same  month.  The  plaintiff 
was  consignee  of  ten  crates  of  Liverpool  ware,  part  of 
the  cargo  of  said  vessel,  (pro  ut  bill  of  lading. )  All 
these  crates  were  received  by  the  plaintiff  except  one, 
which  was  known  and  designated  as  No.  28.  For  the 
value  of  this  crate,  which  the  plaintiff  never  received, 
this  action  is  brought. 

The  ten  crates,  consigned  as  above  to  the  plaintiff, 
were  entered  by  him  at  the  Custom  House.  As  soon  as 
the  vessel  was  ready  to  unload,  the  plaintiff  sent  a  por- 
ter to  receive  them,  with  a  permit,  and  a  list  of  the  arti- 
cles as  specified  in  his  invoice,  and  an  authority  to  re- 
ceive them  and  carry  them  to  his  store.    The  porter 
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delivered  the  permit  to  the  inspector  on  board  the  ship, 
and  asked  for  plaintifl"'s  crates.  On  the  22d  June,  one 
or  more  crates  mentioned  in  his  list  were  received  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  one  or  more  on  the  two  following;  days. 
The  porter  did  not  attend  on  the  wharf  during;  the 
whole  of  those  days,  but  called  repeatedly  each  day, 
and  removed  them  away  as  received.  No.  28  was  land- 
ed on  inquiry  of  the  inspector  for  these  crates,  and  took 
the  wharf  on  the  2od  of  June,  but  was  not  received  by 
the  plaintiff  or  his  porter,  and  it  is  unknown  to  the  par- 
ties what  became  of  it. 

In  unloading'  a  vessel,  it  is  usual,  as  soon  as  articles  of 
bulk,  such  as  crates^  are  brought  upon  deck,  to  pass 
them  over  the  side  of  the  vessel  and  land  them  on  the 
Wharf.  It  is  also  the  practice  of  the  owners  to  station  a 
clerk  upon  the  wharf,  who  takes  a  memorandum  of  the 
goods  which  leave  the  wharf,  and  the  day  on  which 
they  are  taken  away,  for  the  information  of  his  employ- 
ei's,  in  a  book  called  the.cargo  book.  The  cargo  of  the 
Lancaster  was,  on  this  occasion,  unloaded  in  the  usual 
manner,  but  the  cargo  book  contains  no  entry  in  regard 
to  No.  28,  except  a  memorandum  from  the  bill  of  land- 
ang,  made  in  the  margin,  as  is  usual  before  beginning  to 
<mload,  but  which  has  no  reference  to  the  actual  re- 
ceipt of  the  same  by  the  consignee,  or  on  his  behalf. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  value  of  the  crate,  No.  28,  be  as- 
•sesseql  at  fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents,  which 
includes  its  proportion  of  duties  and  other  Custom 
House  expenses,  (prout  statement  and  invoice,)  and  the 
^;argo  book,  plaintiff's  invoice,  and  bill  of  lading,  shall 
be  in  evidence-. 

Upon  these  facts,  if  the  Court  be  of  opinion  that  the 
duty  of  the  defendants  required  them  to  see  that  the 
said  crate.  No.  28,  after  being  landed  as  aforesaid,  was 
received  by  the  plaintiff,  their  judgment  is  to  be  enter- 
,ed  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  fifty-one  dollars  and  fif- 
three  cents;  but,  if  the  Court  be  of  opinion  that  the  duty 
of  the  defendants  did  not  so  require,  their  judgment  is 
i.0  be  entered  for  the  defendants,  and  the  costs  are  to 
abide  the  event  of  the  suit.  It  is  further  agreed  tiiat  the 
case  thus  stated  be  considered  as  a  special  verdict  and 
subject  to  a  writ  of  error,  and  that  all  questions  of  law 
•be  decided  under  the  issue  on  the  present  Narr:  wheth- 
icr  the  evidence  shows  a  case  of  negligence  or  conver- 
sion." 

The  cause  was  argued  by  J.  Cadwalader  for  the  plain- 
tiffs in  error,  who  were  defendants  below,  and  by  H. 
M'llvaine  for  the  defendant  in  error. 

For  the  plaintiffs  in  error  it  was  said^  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Court  below  could  not  be  supported  without 
requiring  of  the  owners  of  vessels,  whose  cargoes  are 
subject  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  the 
performance  of  duties  such  as  these  laws  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  perform.  This  would  appear  by  consider- 
ing the  effect  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  March, 
1799,  sect.  53,  54,  55,  and  56.  (1  Story's  TJ.  U.S.  619, 
et.  seq.) 

The  special  verdict  expressly  states  that  the  missing 
crate  of  hardware  was  landed  on  the  wharf.  It  also  states 
that  the  cargo  of  this  vessel  was  unloaded  according  to  the 
usual  manner,  and  it  likewise  describes  the  usual  mode 
of  unloading.  The  usage  so  defined  appears  to  be  iden- 
tical with  tliat  of  the  port  of  Marseilles,  as  recognized  in 
a  decision  of  the  Admiralty  in  1748.  (ITalin,  530.)  Sim- 
ilar usages  have  been  sustained  in  London,  in  the  Tur- 
icey  trade,  (Drumage  v.  Jolliffe,  Abbott  on  Ship:  250, 
Story's  ed.  1829,)  and  at  New  York,  in  our  own  coast- 
ing trade,  (Warren  V.  Crocheron,  N.  Y.  Com.  plaintiffs, 
Oct.  26th,  1827,  published  the  following  day  in  the 
Statesman.) 

But,  independently  of  usage,  and  without  reference 
to  the  law  concerning  land  carriers  or  coasting  traders, 
who  are  presumed  to  be  conversant  with  persons  and 
localities  at  each  end  of  their  transit,  the  question  here 
presented  depends  upon  principles  exclusively  applica- 
ble to  the  case  of  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  parts.  In 
this  point  of  view  the  question  is  one  of  general  law. 


and  must  be  decided  by  some  rule  which  we  would  be 
content  to  see  reciprocated  in  its  application  to  the  ships 
of  our  own  countrymen  when  abroad.  At  the  season 
of  Unlading  the  master  has  a  variety  of  duties  to  perform, 
which  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  hunt  out  each  indi- 
vidual consignee  on  shore.  It  is  not  his  business  to  be 
conversant  with  the  requisites  of  such  a  pui  suit.  The 
vessel  may  perhaps  be  owned  and  manned  by  foreign- 
ers, of  wliom  not  one  is  acquainted  with  so  much  as 
the  language  of  the  place  of  arrival.  Even  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  where  the  ship  reaches  her  home,  the 
master  and  owner  ought  not  to  continue  subject  to  res- 
ponsibility after  they  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
deprived  of  their  controul  over  the  cargo  by  the  ope- 
ra'tion  of  the  revenue  laws.  The  consignee,  on  the 
other  hand,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  familiar  with  the 
means  proper  to  be  used  in  order  to  obtain  posseS' 
sion  of  his  own  particular  consignment.  He  knows 
of  the  shipment  through  his  letter  of  advice.  He  also 
knoM's  when  the  vessel  arrives,  or  (what  is  the  same 
thing)  he  is  bound  to  know  it.  According  to  the  rules 
of  the  law-merchant  he  is  not  excusable  for  ignorance  of 
her  arrival  in  port,  (Harman  v.  Clarke,  4  Camp.  159. — ' 
Holt  on  ship.  395,  ed.  1824.)  Upon  the  ship's  arrival, 
either  he  takes  out  a  permit  or  he  does  not.  If  he  does 
take  one  out,  he  is  necessaril}'  reminded  to  send  to  the 
vessel  for  the  articles  upon  which  he  pays  the  duty.  If 
he  does  not  pay  the  duties,  the  goods  cannot  be  touch- 
ed, either  by  himself  or  by  the  ship  owner.  Both  must 
submit  to  the  act  of  Congress  which  provides  that  the 
goods  shall  be  carried  from  the  vessel  to  the  Custom 
House.  All  this  time  they  remain  in  the  custody  of  the 
law.  Now  it  is  a  fundamental  maxim  that  the  act  of  law 
shall  work  no  wrong.  It  would  be  a  very  great  wrong 
to  continue  a  man's  liability  after  compulsorily  divesting 
him  of  all  controul  over  the  subject  of  that  liability.  Up- 
on the  strictest  rule,  a  carrier's  liability  is  of  necessity  at 
an  end  when  nothing  remains  to  be  done  by  him  in  his 
capacity  of  carrier.  The  extent  of  his  duties  in  this  res- 
pect must  vary  according  to  the  description  of  carriage 
undertaken.  Consequently,  this  case  is  not  to  be  gov- 
erned by  authorities  bearing  upon  the  duties  of  carriers 
by  land,  or  by  inland  navigation,  or  river  craft.  Among 
vessels  which  make  sea  voyages,  some  distinction  should 
also  be  made  between  those  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade,  whose  cargoes  are  not  subject  to  the  Custom 
House  regulations,  and  ships  from  foreign  countries.  As 
to  such  ships,  thus  arriving  from  sea,  it  is  a  settled  law 
that  the  liability  of  their  owner  or  master,  as  a  carrier,  is 
at  an  end  as  soon  as  the  thing  carried  is  safely  deposited  in 
the  usual  manner,  on  the  usual  wharf  .  (Hyde  v.  Trent, 
5,T.R.889.  Chickening  V.  Fowler,  4  Pick.  371.  Ab- 
bott, [Story's  ed.  of  1829J  249.    1  Valin,  636,  637.] 

If  the  general  doctrine  were  not  so  clear,  the  same 
result  might,  in  the  present  case,  be  fairly  contended 
for  upon  a  narrower  ground.  For,  inasmuch  as  the 
consignee  chose  to  send  his  own  servant  to  the  wharf 
to  receive  the  goods  in  question,  and  thus  designated 
the  wharf  as  the  place  of  delivery,  he  must  be  under- 
stood to  have  taken  *he  goods  into  his  own  custody,  and 
to  have  dispensed  with  any  duty  of  the  carrier  in  this 
respect,  which  he  might  otherwise  have  claimed  to  as- 
sert (Sparrow  v.  Caruthers  Str.  1236  Strong  v.  Natally 
4  Bos.  and  Pul.  16.,  5  T.  R.  396.  per  Ashurst,  J.) 

For  the  defendant  in  error  the  question  was  stated  by 
his  counsel  to  be,  not  whether  the  wharf  was  the  pro- 
per place  of  delivery  as  had  been  contended  on  the 
other  side,  but,  whether  there  had  in  fact  been  any  de- 
livery at  all  of  the  crate  in  question,  to  any  body,  either 
at  the  wharf  or  elsewhere,  (Ostrander  v.  Brown,  15 
Johns.  39.)  To  deliver  the  goods  he  carries  is  the 
most  important  part  of  the  carrier's  contract.  That  the 
defendants  below  understood  their  own  duties  in  this 
respect  appears  from  the  fact  found  in  the  special  ver- 
dict, that  they  stationed  their  clerk  upon  the  wharf,  as 
was  their  practice,  to  take  an  account  of  the  delivery  of 
the  cargo  in  a  book  specially  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
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pose  and  no  other.  This  constituted  of  itself  an  under- 
taking', independently  of  their  genei"il  duty  to  manag-e 
and  superintend  the  discharge  and  I'-livery  of  the  cargo 
in  all  its  details.  Now  the  question  occurs.  TVkat  is  a 
deliver^/?  The  answer  may  be  found  in  the  definition  of 
a  bill  of  landing,  an  engagement,  which,  in  substance 
as  well  as  in  form,  includes  a  duty  to  keep  the  goods 
until  they  are  received  into  the  actual  possession  of  the 
consignee  or  his  assigns.  A  constructive  or  imaginary 
transfer  of  the  possession  is  no  delivery.  To  hold  it  to 
be  so  would  be  repugnant  to  principles  which  He  at  the 
veiy  foundation  of  the  law  of  carriers.  (Garnett  v. 
AVillan  5,  Barnew.  and  Aid.  53,  Duff  v.  Budd  3  Brod. 
and  Bing.  177.)  It  would  be  in  effect  to  hold  that  a 
carrier  would  comply  with  his  engagement  safely  to  fle- 
liver  the  merchandize  carried  by  merely  putting  it 
down  unprotected  upon  a  wharf,  open  to  the  weather 
and  exposed  to  the  pilferer,  to  remain  there  over  night 
unless  called  for,  without  even  the  safeguard  of  a  single 
watchman.  Many  actions  have  been  sustained  against 
carriers  for  delivering  goods  to  the  wrong  persons.  A 
single  such  instance  would  suffice  to  prove  that  the  ear- 
ner is  bound  either  to  find  the  proper  person,  or  at 
least  to  keep  the  goods  safely  till  the  proper  person 
comes  to  take  them.  As  to  the  authorities  cited;  to 
that  of  Valin  and  the  case  in  4  Picliering  371,  we  op- 
pose the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New-Yoik, 
in  Ostrander  v.  Brown,  already  cited,  and  the  obvious 
Seaning  of  chancellor  Kent,  twice  manifested  ia  his 
commentaries,  (2  K.  Comm.  469,  3  do.  170.)  In  the 
case  in  5,  T.  R.  389,  so  much  pressed  upon  us,  the  re- 
marks of  the  three  judges  which  are  relied  on  by  the 
other  side  were  entirely  extra-judicial.  These  I'emarks 
were  adapted  to  a  state  of  things  which  does  not  here 
exist.  In  England  the  intervention  of  wharfingers  who 
are  distinct  bailees  interposed  between  the  ship  owner 
and  the  freighter  Ibr  the  accommodation  and  security  of 
both,  may  have  introduced  there  an  appropriate  princi- 
ple of  decision  which  would  be  utteily  inajsplicable  to 
tSie  case  of  vessels  dischaiging  their  cargoes  at  the  port 
of  Philadelphia. 

As  to  the  custom  of  our  port,  the  special  verdict  finds 
that  the  wharf  is  the  usual  place  of  landing  goods  as  ta- 
ken from  the  vessel.  Where  else  could  they  be  landed? 
How  does  this  prove  a  custom  that  when  the  goods  are 
thus  landed,  their  delivery  is  complete,  or  tTic  duties  of 
the  carrier  in  this  respect  ended?  Even  though  such 
an  inference  were  deducible,  the  argument  would  not 
avail  the  can-ier.  In  Ostrander  v.  Brown,  (15  Johns, 
39,)  the  court  rejected  the  evidence  offered  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  that  precisely  such  a  usage  prevailed 
at  Albany.  'I'he  custom  of  the  river  Thames  has  been 
found  and  decided  upon  directly  to  the  point,  that  the 
carrier  to  London  is  not  discharged  of  his  engagement 
to  deliver  the  goods  carried,  by  landing  them  upon  the 
usual  wharf.  (Wardell  v.  Mowrlllyan  2  Esp.  603.) 
Such  a  custom  would  be  a  violent  encroachment  on  the 
common  law;  and,  moreover,  it  would  be  both  unrea- 
sonable and  inconvenient.  The  discharging  of  a  cargo 
occupies  several  days.  Each  consignee  would,  upon 
the  doctrine  contended  for  on  the  other  side,  be  sepa- 
rately put  to  the  same  expence  and  trouble  to  secure 
the  leceipt  of  his  own  particular  consignment,  whicluf, 
on  the  contrary,  the  duty  were  devolved  upon  the  car- 
rier, as  we  contend  it  ought  to  be,  might  at  a  compara- 
tively trifling  inconvenience  be  borne  by  him  for  the 
common  benefit  of  all. 

The  revenue  laws  do  not  operate  so  as  to  vary  the 
case.  When  the  consignee  pays  or  secures  the  duties 
he  receives  his  pernilt,  and  thenceforth  deals  altogether 
with  the  master  or  owner  of  the  vessel,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  officers  of  the  customs.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress was  never  Intended  to  interfere  with  the  regular 
course  of  dealing  between  the  owner  of  the  ship  and 
the  owners  of  her  cargo.  The  policy  of  all  such  enact- 
ments is  to  leave  the  respective  rights  of  the  parties 
unimpaired,  and  their  duties  unaltered.  (Wilson  v.  Ky- 


mer  1,  Maule  and  Sehv.  167.  Holt  on  ship.  395—6. 
Northey  v.  Field  2,  Esp.  613.  Nijc  v.  Ohve,  A.bbott  on 
ship.  393.)  The  duties  once  secured,  the  goods  on 
board  are  no  longer  in  the  custody  of  the  law.  Where 
the  consignee  does  not  take  out  his  permit,  the  goods 
may  indeed  be  said  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  law. 
But,  even  then,  the  possession  of  the  law  is  the  posse.s- 
sion  of  the  ship  owner  for  all  purposes,  except  the 
mere  collection  of  the  duties,  until  the  actual  receipt  of 
the  goods  by  the  consignee  or  on  his  behalf.  The  Hen 
for  the  freight  continues  even  after  the  goods  are  ware- 
lioused  In  the  Custom  House;  so  the  consignermay  stop 
them  in  transitu.  This  is  quite  irreconcileable  with  the 
idea  of  their  having-  been  delivered. 

In  reply  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error  said 
that  the  question,  what  constitutes  the  performance  f)f 
a  carrier's  contract,  must  dej)end  upon  principles  very 
diflerent  from  those  which  govern  tlie  doctrine  of  stop- 
page In  transitu.  The  analo.gy  contended  for  on  the 
other  side  would  not  help  their  case  if  pursued  in  all 
Its  consequences.  For  instance,  a  delivery  of  part  of 
the  goods  carried  is  for  all  piuposes  of  the  law  of 
stoppage  in  transitu,  equivalent  to  a  delivery  of  the 
whole.  Now  while  we  do  not  claim  the  benefit  of 
such  an  absurdity  as  the  extension  of  this  rule  to  the 
case  of  a  carrier,  we  also  protest  against  the  aigiunent 
that  the  termination  of  the  transltus  for  the  purposes  of 
stoppage  is  in  all  cases  to  determine  the  question,  whe- 
ther a  carrier's  duty  Is  ended.  Suppose  the  goods 
burnt  in  the  Custom  House,  is  it  contended  that  the 
ship  owner  woukl  be  answerable?  If  not,  where  shall 
we  draw  the  line?  The  argument  proves  too  much, 
since,  if  goo<l  for  any  thing,  It  must  needs  result  in 
these  conclusions. 

So  It  Is  said,  that  after  the  g'oods  are  landed  the  car- 
rier has  a  right  to  retain  (or  more  properly  resume) 
the  possession  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  his  freight. 
He  undoubtedly  has  the  right,  but  like  every  otiier 
right.  It  may  be  waived  by  the  ))arty  for  whose  benefit 
it  is  exerciseable.  Now  suppose  he  does  waive  it,  is 
he  to  continue  nolens  volens  in  possession  by  construc- 
tion of  law?  Suiely"  not!  But  on  the  other  hand,  sup- 
pose he  chooses  to  exercise  the  right,  does  it  follow  that 
the  g'oods  are  therefore  to  remain  at  all  events  in  his 
custody  as  carrier?  If,  afterthe  carrlei-'s  duties  are  com- 
plied with,  the  thing  carried  remains  In  his  possession, 
he  does  not  continue  to  hold  it  as  carrier,  but  becomesa 
bailee  of  another  description,.  As  such,  he  Is  not  lia- 
ble for  accidental  loss,  as  a  carrier  would  be,  and  as 
here  contended  on  the  other  side  (Garside  v.  Trent  4, 
T.  K.581.  In  re.  Webb  and  al:  8  Taunt.  443.) 

If  the  object  of  the  cargo  hook  be,  as  in  tlie  case  stated, 
the  information  only  of  the  ship  owners,  it  cannot  op- 
erate-so  as  to  superluduce  or  create  a  liberality  on  his 
part,  which  the  law  would  not  otherwise  recognize. 
This  Is  a  necessary  check  in  his  hands  upon  the  the  of- 
ficers of  the  customs,  as  Well  as  ujjon  those  of  the  ves- 
sel. It  is  a  memorandum  made  to  correspond  in  sub- 
stance with  a  part  of  the  entry  in  the  book  of  the  inspec- 
tor on  board  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  With- 
out it  the  ship  owner  could  not  ascertain  whether  the 
bills  of  lading  were  true  or  false;  whether  the  goods 
mentioned  In  the  manifest  were,  or  were  not,  on  board 
the  vessel  when  she  arrived,  what  progress  was  making 
towadrs  completing  the  unlading,  nor  could  he  take 
proper  me-'sures  to  collect  the  freight.  It  would  seem 
that  the  cargo  book  in  this  case  contains  no  entry  about 
the  crate  in  question.  But  this  is  Immaterial  to  the  de- 
cision, because  it  is  expressly  found  that  In  this  crate 
was  actually  landed  on  the  wharfi  which  is  all  that  the 
law  requires. 

The  definition  of  the  bill  of  lading  should  be  some- 
thing more  than  a  bare  repetition  of  the  words  it  con- 
tains. Every  contract  expressed  in  formal  terms  must 
include  a  designation  of  the  parly  to  whom  its  perform- 
ance is  promised  and  of  the  party  to  whose  benefit  such 
perfornianoe  Is  to  Inure.    By  the  bill  of  lading  the  car- 


1829.] 


IMPORTANT  LEGAL  DECISIOi^. 


rier  promises  to  deliver  safely  to  the  Consignee  or  liis  1 
Assigns.    Then  wliat  is  the  dalivery  to  him  or  his  As-  t 
signs'"    The  answer  is,  Ihe  deposii'mg  ihe  goods  carried  ' 
at  their  dedined port  at  the  usualplace  of  landing  them.  • 
As  lotlie  case  in  15 /oAns,  39,  the   report  is  not  very  ■ 
clear  upon  the  fact  whether  the  consignee  had  had  no-  i 
tice  of  the  sloop's  arrival  at  Albany,  but  tlie  Counsel  and  • 
the  Court  appear  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  he 
had  not  had  sucli  notice.    Now  as  tliis  was  the  case  of  a 
coasting  vessel,  the  consignee  was  entitled  to  expect  no- 
tice of  her  arrival  (4  Pick.  371)  although  we  have  seen 
that  it  is  otherwise  with  ships  from  foreign  countries. — 
Uuless  this  were  the  ground  of  decision  the  case  may  be 
denied  to  b'e  law.    The;most  authorative  definitions  of 
the  contract'of  aflreightment  do  not  by  any  means  in- 
clude the  alleged  essential  of  an  actual  manuel  tradition 
to  the  freighter  or  his  agent.    The  bill  of  lading  has 
been  described  as  "merelv  an  undertaking  to  carry 
from  port  to  port"(5  T.  P.  397  per  Butler,  J.  Jeremy, 
66.)    In  Beawes  114,  there  is  an  appropriate  definition. 
He  there  says  of  charter  parly,  "Jt  settles  the  agrfee- 
ment  as  tl>e  bills  of  lading  do  the  contents  of  the  cargo, 
and  binds  the  Master  to  'deliver  them  well  conditioned, 
AT  THE  PLACE  OF  BiscuAiiGt  according  to  the  agree- 
ment." ^ 
The  opinion  ofthe  Court  was  delivered  as  follows,  by 
■RoGEiis,  June:!.— The  substance  of  a  bill  of  lading 
is  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  a  receipt  of  goods  and 
an  engagement  to  deliver  them  to  the  consignee  or  his 
assigns.    And  this  suit  is  brought  on  an  alleged  breach 
of  such  a  contract  in  the  non-delivery  of  a  crate  of  mer- 
chandize shipped  on  board  the  ship  Lancaster  from 
Liverpool,  and  consigned  to  Raphael  Cordova  in  the  us- 
ual form.    The  goods  were  landed  on  the  wharf  of  the 
Liverpool  Packets,  and  whether  this  amounts  to  a  de- 
livery to  the  Consignee  is  the  principal  question.  It 
must  be  conceded  that  by  the  general  custom,  the  lia- 
bdityofship  owners  is  at  an  end  when  the  goods  are 
landed  at  the  usual  wharf,  and  this  seSteis  to  be  taken 
by  the  whole  court  as  a  position  not  open  to  dispute  in 
the  strongly  contested'case  of  Hvde  vs.  The  Trent  and 
Mersey  Navigation  Company.    5  T.  R.  394.   3  Wilson 
429.  15  Johnr  41.  2  VVm.  Black.  916.  4  T.  R.  581. 

The  usage  in  France,  aUhough  not  uniform  in  every 
particular,  goes  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  English  doc- 
trme.  At  Rochelle,  when  the  vessel  is  moored  at  the 
wharf,the  merchant  freighters  at  their  own  expense  and 
risk,  have  their  merchandize  deposited  u])on  the  deck 
ofthe  vessel.  From  the  time  when  they  reach  the 
deck.  It  is  the  business  of  the  hands  on  board  to  receive 
and  place  tliem  iu  their  proper  situation.  In  unlading, 
the  freighters  have  them  taken  in  like  manner  from  the 
deck  by  their  porters,  to  lowerthem  to  th^whaif,  from 
which  time  they  are  at  the  Merchant's  risk,  without  any 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  if  they 
happen  to  sustain  damage  as  they  are  lowered  from  the 
vessel.  At  iMarseilles  it  is  the  business  of  the  master  to 
put  the  merchandize  on  the  wharf,  after  which  he  is 
discharged.  l.Valin510. 

And  this  rule  ofthe  French  commercial  code  is  cited 
w-^th  approbation  by  the  learned  commentator,  in  page 
636  of  his  treaties  on  the  Marine  Ordonnance.  As  the 
master,  in  conformity  with  the  prevailing  usage  in  this 
respect,  upon  his  arrival  deposits  in  the  Custom  House 
a  manifest  or  genenil  list  of  his  cargo,  with  a  designation 
of  all  the  individuals  to  whom  each  parcel  of  the  mer- 
chandize should  be  respectively  delivered,  and  as  there 
are  always  officers  ofthe  custoins  who  attend  to  the  un- 
lading, to  superintend  and  make  a  list  of  all  the  merch- 
andize which  leaves  the  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  manifest  ofthe  cargo  which  has  been 
furnished  is  accurate  and  faithful,  and  by  this  means  the 
list  of  these  officers  constitute  a  proof  of  the  landing  of 
the  merchandize,  it  is  the  end  ofthe  engagement  which 
the  master  has  contracted  by  the  bill  of  lading.  If  then 
disputes  arise,  it  is  only  when  in  the  bustle  of  a  hasty  dis- 
charge mistakes  occur  on  the  part  of  those  who  convey 


the  merchandize  to  the  warehouses,  by  introducing  ar- 
ticles into  one  which  ought  to  have  gone  to  another. — 
The  error  is  almost  always  discovered  by  ascertaining' 
what  parts  of  the  cargo  of  the  vessel  have  been  convey- 
ed to  the  different  warehouses.  But  if  it  happens, 
says  the  commentator,  that  the  error  cannot  be  dis- 
covered, the  master  is  alvvaj's  discharged  when  it  ap- 
pears by  the  list  ofthe  officers  of  the  Royal  customs 
that  he  has  caused  all  the  merchandize  in  his  bills  of  . 
landing  to  be  placed  on  the  wharf.  The  Ordinances  of 
Rochelle  and  Marseilles  are  the  text  from  which,  in  the 
manner  of  our  own  commentators, he  proceeds  to  deduce 
the  general  custom.  I  understand  fromthe  observations 
ofthe  commentator,that  the  usage  is  not  confined  to  Ro- 
chelle and  Marseilles,  but  that  in  France,  as  in  Great 
Britain,  it  is  co-extei.sive  with  the  limits  of  the  King, 
dom;  and  in  this  country  we  are  not  without  authority 
to  the  same  purpose.  The  usage  has  bsen  found  to  pre- 
vail in  a  sistercit_y,  as  appears  from  a  case  the  name  of 
which  is  not  now  recollected,  lately  determined  by 
Judge  Irving,  in  New  York.  'I'he  same  point  has  also 
been  ruled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  ir?  . 
Chickerings  vs.  Fowler,  4.  Pick.  371.  A  protnis  by  a 
master  of  a  vessel  to  deliver  goods  to  a  consignee  does 
not  require  that  he  should  deliver  them  to  the  consignee 
personally,  or  at  any  particular  wharf.  It  is  suflficien? 
if  he  leaves  them  at  some  usual  place  of  unlading,  giv- 
ing- notice  to  the  consignee  that  they  are  so  left. 

There  is  an  obvious  policy  in  commercial  nations  con- 
forming  to  the  usag-e  of  each  other,  and  it  is  also  import- 
ant that  there  be  a  uniformity  of  decisions  in  our  do- 
mestic tribunals  on  mercantile  questions.  As  there  will 
be  great  convenience  in  the  local  usage  conforming  to 
the  general  custom,  is  will  be  incumbent  on  those  who 
maintain  the  contrary,  to  make  the  exception  from  the 
rule  plainly  appear. 

In  unloading  a  vessel  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  it  is 
usual  as  soon  as  articles  of  bulk,  such  as  crates,  are 
brought  upon  deck,  to  pass  them  over  the  side  of  the 
ship,  and  land  them  on  the  wharf.  The  owners  station 
a  clerk  on  the  wharf,  who  takes  a  memorandum  of  the 
goods,  and  the  day  they  are  taken  away,  and  this  for 
the  information  of  his  employers.  A  manifest  or  report 
ofthe  cat-go  is  made  by  the-master,  and  deposited  at  the 
Custom  House,  and  the  collector,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Vessel  withiu  his  district,  puts  and  keeps  on  board  one 
or  more  inspectors  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  the  con- 
tents of  the  cargo  and  superintend  its  delivery.  And  no 
goods  from  a  foi  eign  port  can  be  unladen  or  delivered 
from  the  ship  in  the  United  States  but  in  open  day,  be- 
tween the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  except  by  spe- 
cial license;  nor  at  any  time  without  a  permit  from  the 
the  Collector,  which  is  granted  to  the  consignee  upon 
payment  of  duties  or  securing  them  to  be  paid.  The 
holders  of  a  bill  of  lading  are  presumed  to  be  well  in- 
formed of  the  probable  period  of  the  vessel's  arrival, 
and  at  any  rate  such  arrival  is  matter  of  notoriety  in  all 
maritime  places.  The  consignee  is  previously  informed 
ofthe  shipment,  as  it  is  usual  for  one  ofthe  bills  of  la- 
ding to  be  kept  by  the  merchant,  a  second  is  transmit- 
ted to  the  consignee  by  the  post  or  packet,  whilst  the 
third  is  sent  by  the  master  ofthe  ship  together  with  the 
goods.  With  the  benefit  of  all  these  safeguai-ds,  if  the 
consignee  uses  ordinar}^  diligence,  there  is  as  little  dan- 
ger in  this  country  as  in  England  and  France,  of  incon- 
venience or  loss,  whereas  the  risk  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased if  it  should  be  the  duty  ofthe  ship  owner  to  see 
to  the  actual  receipt  of  the  goods,  and  particularly  in  the 
case  of  a  general  ship  with  numerous  consignments  on 
board,  manned  altogether  by  foreigners  unacquainted 
with  the  language  at  the  port  of  delivery.  I  have  ta- 
ken some  pains  to  ascertain  the  opinion  and  practice  of 
merchants  of  the  city  on  this  question,  which  is  one  of 
general  concern.  My  inquiries  have  resulted  in  this, 
that  the  goods,  when  landed,  Ilivc  heretofore  been  con- 
sidered at  the  risk  ofthe  consignee,  and  that  the  geii- 
ral  uiiderslaildiiig  has  been  that  the  liability  of  tiie  ship 
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owner  ceases  upon  the  landing' of  the  goods  at  the  usu- 
al wharf.  I  see  no  reason  to  depart  from  a  rule  which 
has  received  such  repeated  sanctions,  from  which  no  in- 
convenience has  heretofore  resulted,  and  which  it  is  be- 
lieved in  practice  lias  conduced  to  the  general  welfare. 

If  the  special  verdict  had  found  a  uniform  usage  in  the 
one  way  or  the  other,  we  should  have  held  ourselves 
bound  by  the  custom,  for  1  fully  accede  to  the  princi- 
ple that  the  mode  of  delivery  is  regulated  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  place.  The  contract  is  supposed  to  be  made 
in  reference  to  the  usage  at  the  port  of  delivery.  But 
if  no  usage  had  been  found,  we  hold  it  to  be  equally 
clear,  that  we  should  be  governed  by  the  general  cus- 
tom. 

The  case  finds  that  the  consignee  obtained  a  permit 
for  the  landing  of  the  goods,  that  they  were  landed  on 
the  wharf,  that  he  was  aware  the  master  was  employed 
in  discharging  his  cargo,  and  that  the  consignee  sent  his 
own  porter  to  receive  and  take  them  away;  that  he  in- 
quired for  them,  but  did  not  receive  them.  If  under 
such  circumstances  the  goods  were  lost,  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  his  own  negligence  or  his  servant's.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  porter,  instead  of  merely  inquiring,  to 
have  staid  until  he  actually  received  the  goods. 

It  is  beside  the  question  to  say  that  perishable  arti- 
cles may  be  landed,  at  improper  times,  to  the  great 
damage  of  the  consignee.  When  such  special  cases 
arise,  they  will  be  decided  on  their  own  circumstances. 
This  goes  on  the  ground  that  the  master  has  acted  with 
good  faith,  and  in  the  usual  manner,  and  in  such  case  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  ship  owners  are  dis- 
charged. ■ 

We  would  wish  to  be  understood  as  giving  no  opin- 
ion on  the  law  which  regulates  the  internal  or  coasting 
trade,  to  which  I  understand  the  case  of  Ostrander  v. 
Brown  and  Staffords  15  Johns.  39,  to  apply.  We  do 
hot  consider  tliis  decision  as  interfering  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  case. 

Judgment  reversed,  and  judgment  for  defendants  be- 
low upon  the  case  stated.  Daily  Chron. 

SECOND  PRESBYTEIHAN  CHURCH. 

SOUTHWAHK. 

This  Church  was  regularly  organized,  and  takes  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  in  April 
182/.  The  number  of  communicants  was  at  that  time 
14.  138  have  been  added  since,  making  in  all  152:  on 
account  of  deaths,  removals  &c.  deduct  14,  which  still 
leaves  138  at  the  present  tiine  in  the  full  communion 
of  the  church.  Since  the  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
Presbytery  in  April  1828,  62  on  examination  and  9  on 
certificate,  in  all  71,  have  been  received.  The  propor- 
tion of  female  to  male  communicants  is  about  3  to  1  or 
196  females,  44  males.  Single  persons  94,  Heads  of 
families  45.  The  congregation,  as  soon  as  organized, 
resolved,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  erect  a  place  of 
worship  as  soon  as  possible.  Accordingly  a  lot  of ground 
was  purchased  in  Second  street  below  Christian;  and  in 
May  1828  the  corner  stone  of  a  building  50  by  65  was 
laid.  In  December,  the  congregation,  for  the  first 
time,  worshipped  in  the  basement  story;  and  in  January 
last,  having  borrowed  some  benches,  and  having  made 
a  few  more  pro  /m-the  house  was  dedicated,  and  has 
since  then  been  occupied  by  the  Congregation,  the 
poor  accommodations  notwithstanding.  The  treasurer 
has  paid  towards  the  erection  of  the  building  -  §2376 
Received  in  various  ways     ....  2284 


Which  leaves  a  balance  in  his  favour  of  92 
The  debt  on  the  Church  is  now  about  $3500 
There  is,  however,  nearly  §800  subscribed,  yet  to  be 
collected.  Fluhiddphian. 

Grecnshurgh,  Jlprll  24. 
The  Storm. — On  ilonday  last  we  had  a  sevei  e  storm 
of  wind  and  rain  accompanied  by  thunder  and  light- 
ning, which  has  done  considerable  damage  in  this 


neighbourhood,  and  perhaps,  throughout  the  country. 
We  are  informed  that  several  barns  and  dwellings 
were  unroofed,  a  great  many  trees  and  a  large  quantity 
of  fencing  thrown  down.  We  have  not  heard  of  anjT 
lives  being  lost,  or  any  further  particulars. — Gaz. 

The  Governor  has  appointed  Elihu  Chauncey,  Esq. 
to  be  Commissioner  of  Loans,  under  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, passed  22d  April. 

A  disease  similar  to  the  dengue,  has  recently  made  its 
appearance  in  Harrisburg.  Itis  confined  to  femalesalonsV 
It  attacks  the  little  finger,  extends  up  one  arm  and  de- 
scends the  other,  causing  pain  and  inflammation. 

The  Brownsville  Galaxy,  contains  the  following  ac- 
count of  glass  blown  and  flattened  by  the  certain  individ- 
uals, in  a  glass  house  in  that  place,  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember last: 

Wm.  R.  Campbell,  78  boxes,  or  7,800  feet 

J.  H.  Brown,  76      do.  7,600 

D.  Evans,  73      do.  7,300 

Edw-  Campbleil,  71      do.  7,100 

298  29,800 
Philadelphia  receives,  we  presume,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  glass  from  the  New  England  states;  but  in  a 
short  time,  the  western  counties  will  claim  to  supply 
our  whole  demand.  This  they  will  be  abundantly  able 
to  do.  Pittsburg,  for  instance,  has  extensive  glass 
works;  and  as  fuel,  a  most  important  article  in  that  man- 
ufactory, my  be  had  at  a  price  scarcely  worth  naming, 
this  circumstance  must,  as  soon  as  the  means  of  commu- 
nication between  the  eastern  and  western  portions  of 
the  state  are  completed,  place  all  the  manufactures  of 
the  west,  in  which  fuel  is  of  consequence,  in  an  advan- 
tag-eous  situation  in  our  market. —  U.  S.  Gazette. 

Dilapidation .-^Ahowi  two  weeks  since  the  Market- 
house  in  Bfoad-street  was  taken  down  by  order  of  Coun- 
cils. 

The  Medical  College  attached  to  the  University  has 
also  beeh  demolished — and  a  new  building  for  the  same 
purpos-e,  is  now  rising  on  the  same  spotj 

And  the  building  formerly  designed  for  the  use  of  the 
Piesident  of  the  U.  States,  and  since  occupied  as  the 
University,  is  about  to  give  place  to  one  much  betteir 
adapted  to  the  accommodatioA  of  flie  departments  of 
that  institution.' 

In  Various  other  parts  of  the  city  changes  are  taking 
place,  by  the  alteration  of  old  buildings  into  stores,  and 
the  erection  of  new  stores  and  dwelling-  houses;  and  the 
numerous  preparations  making  for  new  buildings,  indi- 
cate that  the  city  is  rapidly  increasing  in  population  and 
in  business. 

Tfeatker  Guage. — Mr.  T.ukens  hrs  lately  constructed 
a  weather  guage  for  the  Merchant's  Coffee  House.  Ic 
is  inclosed  in  a  case  resembliiig  a  clock  case,  with  a  dial 
and  hand — which  being  connected  by  machinery  withf 
a  vane  on  the  top  of  the  building — apprises  those  with-  . 
in  the  house  of  the  various  changes  of  the  wiiid. 

Ice  was  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city  early  in 
the  morning  of  25.  26.  27th.  ult.  


Piintcd  every  SATURDAY  MORNING  Iiy  WILLIAM  F 
GEDDKS,  No.  59  Locust  Sliett.  Pliilaik-I|)liia;  wliere,  ami  at 
llie  I'LlliLICATION  OFFICE,  IN  FRANKLIN  PLACE,  sccoiuf 
duor  (jacli  "f  llic  Post  OIKec,  (liack  l  ooui)  sulisclipllons  ivill  ht- 
lliaiikfully  rtctived.  Piiee  FIVE  DOLLARS  pli-  aiinnin,  payable 
annually  by  subsci'iliers  residing  in  or  near  llie  city,  or  wlitrc 
there  is  an  agent.    Other  subscribers  pay  in  .advance. 
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LAW  CASE. 

UNITED  STATES.  Circuit  Couit  U.  S. 

vs.  C    April  20th  to  25th,  1829. 

Jacob  K.  Boteh,  J  COUNTERFEITING. 

Jacob  K.  Boyer,  for  many  years  a  respectable  Mer- 
chant of  Reading',  and  the  father  of  a  larg'e  family,  was 
indicted  for  forging',  uttering  and  delivering  a  false  and 
counterfeited  note  of  SlOO,  on  the  United  States  Bank. 
The  prosecution  was  based  upon  this  single  note,  but, 
as  the  District  Attorney  remarked,  "if  he  was  guilty  at 
all,  he  was  guilty  of  the  most  exper/,  extensive  and  whole- 
sale plan  of  counterfeiting  ever  known  in  the  United 
States." 

The  evidence  consisted  chiefly  of  details  given  by 
accomplices.  It  seemed  that  In  the  fall  of  1827,  John 
McClintock  and  David  Seltzer,  two  wretclies,  of  miser- 
able character,  were  arrested  at  Reading,  with  a  quan- 
tity of  counterfeit  money  in  their  possession.  As  a 
measure  ot  self-defence  they  blowed,  as  the  technical 
phrase  goes,  and  gave  a  detail  of  facts,  implicating  the 
defendant  deeply,  in  fact  shewing  him  to  be  the  chief 
of  the  gang.  McClintock  took  the  police  officers  to 
the  top  of  a  mountain  near  Reading,  covered  with 
stones,  removed  one  and  discovered  a  tin  box,  contain- 
ing several  plates  and  tools  used  for  counterfeiting,  and 
nearly  15,000  dollars  of  counterfeit  money  already  sign- 
ed, and  ready  for  passing.  He  afterwards  went  to  his 
own  house,  which  had  been  previously  searched  with- 
out success,  and  brought  back  to  the  officers  a  bundle 
of  about  $1700  in  spurious  paper  money.  The  note  on 
which  the  indictment  was  founded  was  not  found  at  the 
mountain,  but  was  among  the  bundle  brougiit  by 
McClintock  from  his  own  house.  He  was  entirely  out 
of  custody  when  he  went  there,  and  did  not  return  until 
the  next  morning. 

John  McClintock  swore,  that  he  gave  the  tin  box, 
plates,  and  money,  up  to  the  Marshal;  there  was  but  one 
Si 00  U.  S.  Bank  note  in  the  bundle.  He  then  went  on 
as  follows;  he  got  it  from  Jacob  K.  Boyer,  and  gave 
him  nothing  for  it;  he  gave  it  to  me  to  pass  and  give 
him  $25  or  $30  for  it;  and  gave  me  ether  notes  at  the 
same  time;  I  had  dealings  with  Boyerin  1826;  I  got  sev- 
eral notes  from  him;  one  $100  of  the  Commercial  Bank; 
I  gave  him  $25  for  it;  I  got  several  times  afterwards;  no 
time  more  then  §100;  I  always  paid  him  in  good  money. 
He  gave  me  an  order  on  Seltzer  for  1200  or  $1400;  I 
presented  the  order  and  got  the  bills. 

The  witness  in  his  cross-examination  said  he  had  been 
confined  crazy  in  the  Hospital  since;  he  went  also  into 
a  full  detail  of  circumstances. 

David  Seltzer  sworn,  to  the  same  effect  except  that 
I'is  dealings  were  more  extensive i  he  got  bad  money  at 
different  limes;  he  received  $480, for  which  he  gave  his 
note  for  one-third  of  that  sum;  also  $1450;  the  bills  were 
called  lottery  tickets;  McClintock  presented  an  order 
which  was  burnt,  because  the  defendant  told  them  al- 
ways to  burn  such  papers  with  his  name  to  them,  he 
swore  to  Boyer's  connection  with  Bradshaw,  Sanders, 
Craig,  Dager,  &c.  notorious  counterfeiters.  This  wit- 
ness went  into  an  elaboi;ate  detail  of  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  above  facts. 

John  Sales  sworn,  that  he  had  received  a  $100  U.S. 
Bank  note  from  the  defendant,  In  July,  1827,  and  sent 
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it  by  a  man  to  Harrlsburgh,  four  or  five  months  after- 
wards. It  was  returned  as  counterfeit.  Witness  took 
it  to  defendant  and  got  good  money  fur  it.  He  a:9ked 
witness  if  he  was  sure  he  had  got  it  from  him. 

Mr.  Dallas  here  offered  to  read  a  letter  from  the  de- 
fendant, ar!dressed  to  Benjamin  Thompson,  and  prov- 
ed his  hand  writing  by  Richard  Porter,  and  proved  by 
Jolin  McLean,  that  Benjamin  Thompson  was  called 
Benj,  Moses,  also;  and  was  convicted  of  foiging  and 
counterfeiting  at  this  court  within  a  year.  The  letter 
was  then  read.  It  contains  no  express  mention  of  coun- 
terfeit money,  but  made  use  of  phrases  and  terms,  am- 
biguous and  double  in  their  signification,  from  which 
the  defendant's  counsel  argued  innocence,  and  the  U.  S. 
Attorney  guilt 

William  P.  On  lch  stated,  that  in  1820,  while  in  Phil- 
adelpliia,  he  received  from  his  clerk  a  $50  counterfeit 
note  on  the  U.  S.  Bank.  AVltness  sent  it  back  to  Read- 
ing. They  aleged  that  It  had  been  got  from  defendant; 
a  suit  was  brought  against  him,  and  judgement  entered 
for  the  plaintiff  for  $50,  and  paid. 

Frederick  Rodenburger  stated,  that  he  knew  Craig's 
house,  f  the  place  where  the  counterfeiters  resided,  and  a 
receptacle  for  stolen  goods.  J  He  rented  it  once.  Defen- 
dant had  the  renting  it;  he  was  agent  for  the  owner. 

John  Auranld,  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Berks  county,  knew 
Craig's  house;  he  searched  it,  and  found  a  press  for 
counterfeiting  there. 

D.avid  Fisher  received  a  counterfeit  note  from  defend- 
ant five  years  ago;  don't  remember  the  amount;  John 
Keim  said  it  was  counterfeit;  it  was  returned  to  the  de- 
fendant; he  made  some  excuse  and  puid  the  money. 

Jacob  Eargood  borrowed  three  notes  of  five  dollars 
from  the  defendant,  four  years  ago,  and  gave  him  a 
judgement  for  them.  They  were  counterfeit,  and  wit- 
ness took  them  back  to  him.  Boyer  said  he  did  not 
think  the  witness  was  going  to  pass  them  in  Reading. — 
The  notes  were  bad.  One  Wells  allowed  he  would  not 
give  me  a  plug  of  tobacco  for  them. 

The  testimony  for  the  United  States  closed,  and  C.J. 
Jack,  Esq.  opened  for  the  defence. 

George  K.  Bishop,  William  P'ricker,  and  Henry  Betta, 
sworn,  that  they  knew  Jacob  Eargood,  and  his  charact- 
er was  bad;  they  would  not  believe  him  on  his  oath. 

Four  witnesses  sworn,  that  Seltzer's  character  was 
infamous,  and  they  would  not  believe  him  on  his  oath. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  witnesses  sworn  to  defendant's 
standing  in  Reading;  that  he  was  an  excellent  father 
and  husband;  a  good  citizen,  upright  in  his  business; 
doing  large  transactions  as  a  merchant,  and  as  largely 
concerned  as  any  western  merchant  In  Pennsylvania.— 
On  cross  examination,  the  witnesses  said  they  had  heard 
reports  of  his  counteifeiting  in  Reading;  people  called 
his  store  the  Callowhilt  sired  Bank,  &c. ;  but  other  re«» 
pectab'e  people  were  also  talked  of;  and  they  also  said 
Boyer  had  been  tried  in  Reading  for  a  conspiracy  and 
acquitted. 

Drs.  Otto  and  Wilbank,  swore  to  McClintock  having 
been  previously  crazy  in  the  Hospital:  the  effect  of 
whichdisease  was  to  impair  the  memory;  the  disease 
was  seated  in  his  brain. 

Dr.  H.  Klapp  and  William  Ruff  proved,  that  he  wat 
crazy  in  the  cell  of  Arch  street  prison,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Hospital  from  there. 
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Wm.  P.  Orrich  saiJ,  that  the  young-  man  in  his  store, 
David  Morris,  who  said  Beyer  had  passed  the  §50  note 
to  him,  was  a  bad  youth;  he  eloped  with  ?1038,  money 
of  the  witnesses;  thinks  he  is  dead. 

Daniel  Hayne  said  that  Morris  had  the  note  some 
time  in  his  pos<;ession.  It  was  torn  in  two  pieces.  Wit- 
ness could  not  say  it  was  the  same  note  that  was  got 
from  Beyer.  Morris  swore  it  was,  and  no  one  else  was 
a  witness  to  it.  AVhen  it  was  returned,  it  looked  like 
an  old  note;  Boyer's  was  a  new  note.  Boyer  said  he 
would  give  the  tnoney  if  he  had  passed  it. 

The  defendant  having  closed  his  testimony,  Mr.  Dal- 
las called  a  few  witnesses  to  prove  McClintock'syjrese?)^ 
sanity,  and  that  he  had  to  the  mayor  and  otiiers,  just 
after  his  arrest,  repeated  the  same  story  which  he  had 
sworn  in  court. 

J.  R.  IngersoH,  Esq.  made  a  beautiful  appeal  and 
sound  argument  to  the  jury,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant. 
G.  M.  Dallas,  Esqr.  replied  in  a  lucid  and  powerful 
manner.  Judge  Washington's  charge  was  impartial. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  Guiliy  on  the  fourth 
count.viz:  of '^uttering  and  delivering  the  forged, note." 
When  the  verdict  was  pronounced,  the  prisoner's  face 
assumed  an  ashy  paleness,  and  he  fainted  away:  He  was 
carried,  cried  down  into  the  open  air.  A  powerful  de- 
gree of  interest  was  excited  in  his  favor. 

The  Reading  Chronicle  of  Tuesday,  has  the  following 
remarks,  to  sho\y  how  great  was  the  fall  of  the  erring 
man. 

"Thus  has  a  man,  who  hitherto  moved  in  the  first 
circles  of,  and  was  an  ornament  to,society,  been  hurled 
into  ignominy  by  the  iron  hand  of  the  law — by  stern 
justice.  He  was  born  in  this  county,  and  was  long  one 
of  the  most  extensive,  respectable  and  wealthy  merch- 
ants of  this  town;  but  misfortune  overtook  him,  and  the 
penury  of  human  nature  could  not  resist  the  lurements 
of  vice.  The  deepest  interest  was  felt  by  his  friends  here 
— for  he  has  friends,  notwithstanding  his  guilt — as  to 
the  result  of  the  trial;  and  there  were  none  who  did  not 
wish  him  acquitted — more,  perhaps,  on  account  of  his 
very  respectable  family  and  numerous  respectable  con- 
nexions, than  otherwise.  We  understand  that  an  effort 
jvill  be  made  to  obtain  for  him  a  pardon." 
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' '     N.  S.  Boberls'  Report — concluded  from  page  280 
-  Rail  road  routes  from  Sugar  Run  Oap,  summit  east. 

Distances,  grades  and  descents,  of  three  routes, 
which  have  been  explored  and  located  from  the  summit 
of  Sugar  run  gap,  east,  to  the  proposed  basin  near 
Frankstown . 

First  route,  by  the  north  side  of  Sugar  run,  having  a  fine 
southern  exposure. 

Beginning  at  the  white  oak  bench  on  the  summit, 
and  running  at  lA  degrees  or  138  feet  per  mile  to 
No.  238,  distance  8  m.  "4  chs.  at  138  ft 

per  mile  descent  to  foot  of  mountain  1213.8 
Thence  to  No.  253,  45  79 

along  bottom  :  .  •.  .-  44.736 

Thence  to  No.  257,  1?  74 

to  Old  Gap  branch  '  -  r  H-.617 
Thence  to  No.  280,       :  -  ■  ,  /jgS'  40 

along  bottom  -  ;  ■  34.202 

Thence  to  No.  343,  2  m.  29  20  - 

Hollldavsburg,  47.25 
Thence  to  No.  382,  1  m.  37  20        29  25 

Thence  to  No.  400,  54  level  to  head 

.    of  proposed  basin  -  .  .8 

Length  of  this  route  15  m.  Descent,  1381.655 
Second  route,  by  the  north  side  of  the  turnpike  road. 
This  route  also,  after  passing  the  co;d  banks,  has  a  fa- 
vourable southern  exposure,  till  tlie  line  swings  round 
more  northerly  with  the  mountain,  where  the  road  will 
face  the  east  and  north-east  till  It  reaches  the  valley  of 
Spencer's  run,  from  thence  to  Frankstown,  the  ground 


is  very  favorable.    Beginning  at  a  point  No.  18,  which 

is  tile  suuth  of  the  white  oak  bench,  and  36.746  feet 

above  it,  in  order  to  cross  a  ridge  near  Burgeon's  coal 

bank,  and  running  at  one  degree. 

Thence  to  No.  353,  dibtance  12  miles  42  chains, 
at  92  feet  per  mile,  1152.3 

Thence  to  No.  409,  distance  2  miles  11  chains, 

at  93.30  ft.  per  mile,  199.431 

At  this  station  this  line  unites  with  the  line  by 
the  north  side  of  Sugnv  run,  at  No.  293, 
which  stands  on  the  east  bank  of  the  old  gap 
branch  of  the  Juniata,  thence  to  No.  382, 
distance  3  miles  27  chains,  20  feet  per  mile, 
(to  point  of  hill,)  66.75 

Thence  to  No.  400,  54  chains — level  to  head 

of  basin  (nearly,)  .8 

Descent  1419.281 
Length  of  this  route  18  miles  54  chains. 
Between  these  two  routes  there  is  much  similarity, 
each  having  a  share  of  steep  rocky  ground.    The  first 
would  be  decidedly  the  most  favorable,  except  the  first 
5^  miles  must  be  graduated  at  1^  degrees. 

Third  route,  hij  the  south  side  of  the  turnpike  road. 
Beginning  at  the  same  point  and  pursuing  the  same 
course  as  the  second  route,  till  it  reaches  the  dividing 
ridge  near  the  coal  banks,  and  then  turning  to  the  right 
tlie  line  crosses  the  turnpike  road  about  half  a  mile  east 
of  Lemon's  tavern.    This  route  has  much  of  a  moun- 
tainous character,  and  a  great  share  of  unfavourable 
northern  exposure,  as  the  line  runs  for  several  miles  on 
steep  northern  slopes  of  the  mountain,  and  traverses  up 
and  down  the  steep  rocky  sides  of  several  deep  narrow 
ravines,  which  penetrate  far  into  the  northern  side  of  the 
Alleghenj'  ridg-e,  which  for  several  miles  places  the 
road  in  a  remote  and  unfavorable  situation  to  be  of  much 
use  to  the  adjoining  counti-y,  and  might  be  considered 
a  dreary  route  for  a  public  highway. 
From  18  to  No.  393,  distance  14  miles  5  chains 
at  1  degree  or  92  feet  per  mile,  to  bridge 
above  Duncan's,  1293.75 
Thence  to  No.  463,  2  miles  50  chains,  34.46 

feet  per  mile,  along  turnpike  road,  93.66f 
To  the  bridge  which  it  crosses  and  joins  the 
Sugar  run  line  at  No.  343,  south  of  Holli- 
daysburg — thence  to  No.  382,  1  mile  37 
chains,  grade  20  feet  per  mile,  to  point  of 
hill,)  29.25 
Thence  to  No.  400,  54  chains,  level  to  head 

of  basin,  (nearly,)  .8 


Length  of  this,  route  18  m.  66  chs.  Descent,  1417.466 
These  three  routes  commence  at  a  point  very  much 
to  the  north  of  a  illrect  line,  and  as  much  out  of  the  de- 
sired direction.  Then  turning  from  the  beginning,  (ex- 
cept the  Sugar  run  route,)  to  the  south-west  and  south- 
east, crosses  the  turnpike  road  within  the  first  4  miles  in 
both  directions.  And  the  eastern  routes,  more  especial- 
ly the  southerly  one,  occupies  the  same  neighborhood 
liow  accomrnodated  with  a  turnpike  road,  and  more  to- 
wards the  eastern  end,  these  lines  run  along  the  turn- 
pike, and  within  a  few  chains  of  it  for  about  four  miles 
to  the  termination. 

From  each  of  those  summits  one  entire  route  has  been 
explored,  and  located  on  each  side  of  the  Conemauj,"}! 
to  Johnstown. 

The  route  from  Bcb's  creek  summit  is  continued  on 
the  south  cast  side,  and  the  route  from  Sugar  run  sum- 
mit runs  on  the  same  side  to  the  14^  mile  bench,  when 
both  lines  unite,  and  the  line  from  the  Sugar  run  surn- 
mit  crosses  to  the  west  side  of  the  Conemaugh,  which  it 
pursues  to  Johnstown.  The  route  from  Bob's  creek 
west,  commences  at  the  Cucumber  bench  and  is  contin- 
ued 10  miles  at  a  grjiclnatlon  of  one  degree.  A  part  of 
the  route  Is  winding,  and  some  parts  stony  and  rocky; 
the  slope  of  the  cross  section  Is  generally  less  than  30 
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degrees.  The  line  faces  the  nortli-west  and  west,  and 
is  on  very  good  ground  for  a  road.  Beginning  at  the 
summit  bench. 

Thence  10  miles  at  si  g'lade  of  92  feet  per  mJle 

descent  920  feet 

Thence   20  chains  at  a  grade  of  60     do.    do.  15 


distant  10  m.  20  chs.  to  the  junction,  descent  965  feet 
The  route  from  Sugar  run  summit  west,  commences 
at  No.  18,  as  slated  in  the  second  and  third  routes  east 
from  said  summit.  The  first  S  A  miles  of  this  line  are  very 
crooked,  by  passing  in  succession  the  ridges  and  ravine 
on  the  north  side  of  the  mountain,  whicli  give  rise  to  the 
head  waters  of  Cleurfield  river;  at  tlie  4  mile  tree,  the 
line  crosses  the  turnpike  road,  and  from  thence  the  di- 
rection of  the  line  is  more  favourable  to  tlie  14^  mile 
tree,  where  it  unites  with  the  east  line.  Though  some 
parts  are  very  winding  and  other  parts  stony,  the  sec- 
tion slope  is  generally  less  than  20  degrees.  The  line 
faces  the  north  and  north-west,  and  west,  and  is  a  tole- 
rable route. 

From  N6-.18  to  60  dist.  2  m.  20  c,  grade  12  ft. 

per  m.  descent  27  ft. 
1  92  93.15 

24  level  crosssing  a  ridge 
3i  92  join 

[first  line  188.25 
50  450 


Thence  to87 
95 

14754  m.  ch. 


483  cl'ains  descent 

feet  758.175 


Thence  to  the  junct'n  9 

Dist.  to  the  junction  14 
to  the  1  44mile  bench. 

As  all  the  routes  from  the  proposed  basins  on  the  Ju- 
niata will  meet  at  the  above  junction,  tlie  distance  from 
each  of  those  basins  to  tliat  junction  will  stand  us  fol- 
lows : 

Routes  by  Bob's  Creek  Gap. 

First  route,  from  the  proposed  basin  at 
Frankstown,  by  Newry  and  the  north 
side  of  Poplar  run,  to  Bob's  creek  summit 
bench,  21  m.  79  c. 

Distance  from  Bob's  creek  suminit  bench  to 

the  junction,  10  m.  20  c. 

Total  dist.  by  Newry  to'  the  ConSm'augh     32  nr.  19  c. 

Second  route,  from  the  proposed  basin  at 
Poplar  run  by  Newry,  and  the  north  side 
of  Poplar  run  to  Bob's  creek  summit 
bench,  18  m.  16  c. 

Distance  from  Bob's  creek  summit  to  the 
junction,  10  m.  20  c. 

Total  dist.  by  Newry  to  the  Conemaugh,-  28  m.  36  c. 
third  route  from  the  proposed  basin  oppo- . 
site  M'Kee's  or  the  Cove  gup,  by  the  south 
side  of  the  Blue  Knob,  to  the  bench  on 
Bob's  creek  summit,  .  16  m.  46  c. 

Distance  from  Bob's  cree£  gap  bench  to 
the  junction,.  10  ra.  20  c. 

Total  distance  from  the  Blue  Knob  to  the 

Conemaugh,  26  m.  66  c. 

Routes  by  Sugar  Run  summit. 
First  route,  from  the  proposed  basin  near 
Frankstown,  by  the  north  side  of  Sugar 
run,  to  SugaV  run  summit^  15  m. 

Distance  from  Sugar  run  summit  bench- to 
{he  junction,  14  m,  40  c. 


Total  distance  by  tlie  north  side  of  the 
turjipike  road  to  the  Conemaugh,  38  m.  22^  c- 

Third  route,  from  the  proposed  basin  near 
Frankstown,  by  the  south  side  of  the  turn- 
pike road,  to  No.  18,  near  the  Sugar  run 
summit,  18  m.  66  c. 

Distance  from  No.  18,  near  Sugarrun sum- 
mit to  the  junction  bench,  14  m.  48^  c- 

Total  distance  by  the  south  side  of  the  —  

turnpike,  by  Sugar  run  surrtmit  to  the 

junction,  33  m.  o4J  6. 

From  the  junction  of  the  lines  to  the  proposed  basin, 
at  the  north  branch,  the  distance  common  to  any  route 
is  i  mile  62  chains.  Continuing  from  the  14^  mile 
bench,  at  thejunction  of  the  lines,  the  following  grades 
and  distances  are  ascertained  between  it  and  Johnstown. 
From  the  junct'n  to  the  N.  Branch  1  m.  62  e. 

grade  10  feet  per  mile. 
Thence  from  the  North  Branch, 

grade  10  feet  per  mile, 
Thence 

grade  24  feet  per  mile 
Thence,  (across  tlie  neck) 

grade  60  feet  per  mile, 
Thence 

grade  24  feet  per  mile,  209.4 


24.85 

3 

is 

25.15 

3 

72. 

i 

22 

76,5  .-■ 

8 

58 

Dist.  to  Johnstown  on  W.  side,  18  miles,  dec.  407.9 
From  the  10:^  mile  bench,  on  the  south-east  side,  the 

grades  and  distances  are  as  follow,  viz. 
Thence  to  No.  307,  dist.  1  m.  20c.  gra.  46  ft.p.m.  57.50'' 


427,  4 

40 

10 

45 

"         720,  11 

0 

24 

264 

773,  2 

0 

40 

80 

Thence  to  the  brldi^e  in  _ 

Johnstown 

33 

45 

18.64 

Distance  to  Johnstown 

on  the  east  side,  19 

13 

des.  465.14 

Total  distance  by  the  north*  side  of  Sugar 
run  to  the  Conemaugh,  29  m. 

Second  route,  from  the  proposed  basin  near 
Frankstown,  by  the  north  side  of  the  turn- 
pike to  Sugar  run  summit,  18  ra. 
Distance  from  the  Sugar  run  summit  No. 
18,,  to  the  junction  bench,.  14  m.  484  c. 


40 


34  c. 


Although  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  survey  and 
grade  a  route  on  each  side  of  the  Conemaugh  to  Johns- 
town, as  a  basis  to  work  from,  but  one  route  will  be  ne- 
cessary on  a  final  location.  From  the  junction  of  the 
routes,  the  west  side  of  the  river  is  the  most  favourable 
fol"  a,  road,  for  sonie  distance  below  the  south  fork. — 
But  in  oMcr  to  keep  the  road  in  the  straightest  direc- 
tion, and  on  the  best  ground,-  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
pal'ts  of  each  line;  for  by  cutting  ofl"  several  peninsulas' 
and  by  crossing  the  Conemaug-h  two  or  three  times  ort 
bridges,  the  road  will  be  much  shortened  and  improved/ 
and  great  expense  will  be  saved  by  thus  avoiding  tli^: 
vertical  rocky  precipices,  which  g-eneral!y  form  the' 
boundaries  of  the  river,  on  the  outside  of  all  those  deep' 
curves.  The  distance  from  tlie  janctiort  of  the  lines'' 
down  the  Conemaugh  to  Johnstown^  on  afinal  location, 
will  not  exceed  se\enteen  and  a  half  mites,  and  the  exy 
pense  will  probably  be  about  equal  to  the  average  cost 
per  mile  gencrslly. 

With  this  report  ra-e  presented,  a  set  of  maps  accu- 
rately drawn  from  the  surveys,  on  which  are  delineated! 
the  routes  herein  recommended;  and  the  mile  benches? 
numbered  east  and  west,  from  each  summit,  to  the  pro-- 
posed  basin,  or  termination  of  each  route,  as  referred  to" 
in  the  following  estimates. 

In  the  following  estimates  of  the  expense  of  constriici-^  ■ 
ing  a  rail  road,  the  great  additional  convenience  it  WoulcP  - 
be  to  the  public,  to  have  a  M'Adamized  turnpike  road' 
by  the  side  of  the  rail  road,  which  should  have  the  same' 
grade,  and  viihich  in  no  place  should  exceed  ont  degree,- 
has  been  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  give  the 
road  an  additional  width  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  and' 
the  present  surveys  and  estimates  offer  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  practicability  and  economy,  and  for  re- 
commending this  opportunity  for  making  such  a  road 
across  the  Allegheny  mountains  as  has  never  been  mjidie: 
in  the  U.  States, 
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The  width  sufficient  for  this  purpose  is  computed  at    1  ton  of  spikes 
40  feet  between  the  side  drains,  and  36  feet  of  which  is 
to  be  paved.    As  all  these  routes  are  mostly  through 
thick  forests,  the  following  preparations  previous  to  ex- 
cavation, will  be  necessary. 
Grubbing  and  clearing  the  width  of  the  road 

foundation  40  feet 

Chopping  and  clearing  10  feet  on  each  side  of 

the  foundation  20 
Chopping  down  the  timber  for  100  feet  on  each 
.side  of  the  road  to  prevent  accidents  200 
The  quantity  of  excavation  and  embankment  is  com- 
puted from  the  angle  of  a  cross  section  of  the  road 
which  has  been  taken  at  every  station.    Where  the  sec- 
tion slope  is  less  than  twenty  degrees,  the  black  slope 
of  the  excavation  is  computed  at  sixty  degrees.  But 
where  the  section  slope  exceeds  twenty  degrees,  and 
the  ground  is  firm  and  rocky,  the  back  cutting  slope  is 
supposed  to  stand  nearly  perpendicular;  and  in  all  ca- 
ses an  excavation  of  thirty  feet  wide  is  computed  to  be 
sufficient  to  make  the  road  forty  feet  wide,  besides  a 
drain  or  ditch  of  four  feet  wide  on  the  upper  side  to  con- 
vey the  water  to  the  culverts  and  stone  drains,  which 
arc  to  be  placed  under  the  foundation  of  the  road  at 
convenient  and  proper  distances,  to  keep  it  firm  and 
dry;  and  where  necessary,  a  drain  is  to  be  excavated  on 
each  side  for  the  ^ame  purpose.     Embankments  are 
computed  to  have  a  slope  of  eighteen  inches  base  to  one 
foot  perpendicular,  and  are  allowed  in  all  cases,  except 
where  the  excavation  in  the  road  will  fill  an  embank- 
ment within  one  hundred  feet  of  it. 

The  bed  of  the  road  being  properly  shaped  and  pre- 
pared, is  to  be  paved  with  broken  stone  16  inches  deep 
and  36  feet  wide,  the  whole  to  be  done  on  the  M'Ad- 
amized  plan. 

Of  this  width  a  rail  road  with  double  tracks  will  occu- 
py, viz:  3  feet  for  an  outside  walk,  4  feet  for  each  set 
of  tracks,  and  5  feet  between,  then  16  feet  and  a  M'- 
Adamized  turnpike  by  the  side  of  it  the  remaining  20 
feet. 

Among  the  various  plans  for  a  rail  road,  that  at  the 
Mauch  chunk  coal  mines  is  perhaps  the  cheapest,  and 
at  the  same  time  answers  for  a  very  extensive  business. 
It  is  constnicted  as  follows:  The  road  being  prepared, 
oak  sleepers,  7  feet  long,  are  laid  across  the  road,  bed- 
ded on  stone,and  level  with  its  surface,  and  4  feet  apart, 
into  which  are  keyed  the  side  rails  of  white  pine,  4  by  6 
inches,  and  16  feet  long,  and  placed  parallel,  3^  feet 
apart,  (which  is  the  width  between  the  wheels  of  the 
carriages);  on  the  inner  edge  of  these  are  plates  of  rol- 
led iron,  ]|  inches  wide  by  f  inch  thick, for  the  wheels 
to  run  upon.  A  single  track  thus  made  cost  3,050  dol- 
lars per  mile. 

But  a  more  substantial  and  durable  railway  is  recom- 
mended. Prepare  stone  supports  (or  sleepers)  about 
twenty  inches  square,  and  about  two  and  a  half  feet 
long,  with  the  upper  end  of  each  properly  cut,  and  dril- 
led eight  inches  deep  to  receive  a  wooden  plug.  Place 
these  stones  in  four  ])arallel  lines,  and  five  feet  apart,  in 
a  direction  of  the  road,  the  upper  or  cut  end  of  each  to 
be  level  with  the  pavement  of  the  road.  On  these, 
place  the  side  rails  of  locust  timber  6  by  10  inches 
square,  and  15  feet  long,  to  be  secured  to  the  stone 
supports  by  inch  bolts,  driven  through  into  the  wooden 
plugs  into  the  stones.  Upon  the  inner  edge  of  these 
side  rails,  of  each  set  of  tracks,  plates  of  rolled  iron  two 
inches  by  half  an  inch,  are  secured  by  spikes  or  screws 
(countersunk)  once  in  about  three  feet — the  whole  to 
be  done  in  the  best  manner. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  one  mile  of  this  de- 
scription of  double  tracks,  viz: 
4224  stone  supports,  cut,  drilled  and  set,  at  70 

cents  each,  $2,956 
1418  pieces  of  locust  timber  prepared  and  de- 
livered at  75  cents  each,  1,063 
30  tons  of  iron  plates  drilled  and  delivered  at 
$W0,  3,000 


do 


do 


200  00 


302,655  56 


283,58446 


Amounting  (inclusive  of  workmanship)  to     $7,820  30 
The  following  estimate  shews  the  distances,  average 
cost  per  mile  and  cost  of  each  route  from  the  junctioft 
of  the  lines  near  the  Conemaugh,  across  the  mountain  by 
way  of  each  summit  to  each  of  the  proposed  basins. 
ON  THE  JUNIATA. 
Routes  by  Rohh's  creek  summit. 

1.  Route  by  way  of  Newry  to  the  basin 
near  Frankstown,  32  miles  19  chs.  at  $10,- 
543  48  perm.  $339,895  34 

2.  Route  by  Newry  to  the  basin  near 
Poplar  run,  28  miles  33  chains,  at  $10,652 
05  per  m. 

3.  Route  by  the  south  side  of  the  Blue 
Knob  to  the  Cove  basin,  26  miles  66  chains, 
at  $10,571  65  per  mile, 

Route  by  the  iSugar  run  summit.      ;  ;  ■<■:' 
1.  Route  by  the  north  side  of  Sugar  run 
to  the  basin  near  Frankstown,  29  miles  48^ 
chains  at  $8,391  19  per  mile,  $248,431  80 

3.  Route  by  the  north  side  of  turnpike 
to  the  basin  near  Frankstown,  33  miles  22^ 
chains  at  $9,559  59  per  mile, 

3.  Route  by  the  south  side  of  turnpike 
to  the  basin  near  Frankstown,  33  miles  34^ 
chains  at  $10,225  24  per  mile. 

From  the  junction  of  the  lines  down  the 
Conem.augh  to  Johnstown,  17  miles  40  chs. 
at  $9,500  per  mile. 

To  the  average  cost  per  mile  add  the  estimate  cost  of 
one  mile  of  rail  way,  viz.  $7,820  30,  and  the  amount 
will  be  the  average  cost  per  mile  on  either  of  the  above 
routes. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  S.  ROBERTS,  Chief  Engineer, 


318,155  25 


345,185  74 


166,250  00 


80 


50 


00 

4  tons  of  bolts  made  and  delivered  at  $150,        600  00 


[The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  25th  ult.  having- 
passed  223  Laws  and  Resolutions,  of  which  80  were  pri- 
vate interests,  viz  -.  29  for  relief  of  revolutionary  soldiers 
or  their  families;  28  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate; 
9  divorces;  4  legitimatizing  children;  1  changing  a  name; 
and  9  for  individual  relief.  The  143  public  acts  we  have 
arranged  under  different  heads  as  follows:. 

TITLES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS, 

Passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  during  the 
■  ■  Session  of  1S2S-9.  • 

Internal  Improvements. 
An  act  anthorising  a  Loan  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Rail  Road  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  to 
enable  the  governor  to  incorporate  a  company  for  ma- 
king an  artificial  road,  beginning  at  the  west  end  of  the 
T.,ancaster  and  Middletown  turnpike  road,  at  or  near 
Middletown,  from  thence  to  the  line  of  William  M'Clay's 
land,  adjoining  the  upper  boundary  of  the  borough  of 
Harrisburg,  in  Dauphin  county. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act  authorising  the  gov- 
ernor to  incorporate  the  Schuylkill  Valley  Navigation 
Company. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  in- 
corporating the  Hanover  and  Carlisle  Turnpike  Road 
Company. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  Shamokin  Dam. 
An  act  authorising  a  state  road  to  be  laid  out  from  the 
town  of  Butler,  in  Butler  county,  to  the  town  of  Beaver, 
Beaver  county. 

An  act  relative  to  the  expenditure  of  certain  money 
already  appropriated  to  the   improvement  of  Penn'al 
Creek  in  Centre  and  Union  counties  and  making  further  I' 
appropriations. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  contractors  on  Pennsylvania 
Canal  through  Grant's  Hill. 


1829.] 
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Itesolution  relative  to  the  surplus  water  of  Dam,  No. 
1,  on  the  Kiskiminetas  river. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to 
enable  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  Company  for  making  an  artificial  road  from  Lan- 
caster, throug-h  Elizabethtown  to  Middletown. 

A  supplement  to  an  act  authorising  a  loan  for  the 
continuance  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Kail  Road, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  the  18th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1828. 

An  act  authorising  the  laying  out  of  certain  state  roads 
in  Green,  York,  Cumberland  and  Schuylkill  counties. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  AVashington  and  Bedford  turn- 
pike road  companies,  and  the  Washington  and  Pittsburg 
turnpike  Companies,  and  for  changing  the  time  of  hold- 
ing their  elections. 

An  act  authorising  Daniel  Cameron  to  erect  a  wing 
dam  in  the  river  Susquehanna. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  authorising 
the  governor  to  incorporate  the  Mahoney  navigation 
company. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  authorising  the 
governor  to  incorporate  the  Susquehanna  and  Lehigh 
canal  company. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  for 
laying  out,  making,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  public 
roads  and  highways  within  the  commonwealth,  and  for 
laying  out  private  roads. 

An  act  authorising  the  laying  out  of  a  state  road  from 
Kiskiminetas  salt  works,  by  way  of  Greensburg  and 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  Connels- 
ville  and  Uniontown,  to  the  Virginia  state  line  in  Fay- 
ette county. 

An  act  to  authorise  William  Henry  and  John  Jordan, 
jr.  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Analomink  river,  also  called 
Broadhead's  creek  In  Northampton  county. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  governor  to  incorporate  the 
Wilsoiiville  and  Lackawaxen  turnpike  road  and  bridge 
company. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  act  authorising  a  road  to  be  laid 
out  from  New  Castle,  in  Mercer  county,  to  Bassenheim 
Furnace,  in  Beaver  county. 

_  An  act  relative  to  the  appointment  of  canal  commis- 
sioners. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  ^luthortsing 
tlie  governor  to  incorporate  the  Allegheny  and  Conewa- 
go  canal  company,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  autliorising  the  laying  out  a  state  road  from 
DiUsburg,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin, in  Adams  county. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  governor  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect 
abridge  over  the  river  Allegheny,  at  the  place  where 
the  Susquehanna  and  Waterford  turnpike  road  crosses 
the  said  river  in  the  county  of  Venango,  and  to  revive 
an  act  to  authorise  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth 
to  incorporate  a  company  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Delaware  near  the  town  of  Milford,  in  the  county 
of  Wayne,  passed  the  29th  day  of  March,  1823,  and  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  same,  so  far  as  regards 
the  said  bridge  over  the  Alleghen}' river. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  governor  to  incorporate  the 
Salem  and  Dyberry  turnpike  road  company;  the  Athens 
and  Troy  turnpike  vomI  company;  the  Spring  House 
and  Sumneytown  turnpike  road  company,-  the  Pittsburg 
Farmer's  and  Mechanic's  turnpike  road  company;  and 
to  revive  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Pitts- 
burg and  Beaver  turnpike  road  company. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  governor  to  incorporate  the 
president,  manag-crs,  and  company,  of  the  Reading, 
Reamstown,  and  Ephrata  turnpike  road.and  of  the  Union 
and  Pittsburg  turnpike  road. 

An  act  authorising  the  laying  out  of  certain  state  roads. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  governor  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  erect  a  bridge  over  the  Juniata  river  at  the  town 
of  Perrysville  in  the  county  of  Mifflin. 


An  act  relative  to  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Rail 
Road.  [Returned  by  the  governor  with  uhjcctions.'\ 

Resolution  relative  to  the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road. 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
an  act  to  authorise  Samuel  Bell,  of  Berks  county,to  erect 
a  toll  bridge  over  the  river,  at  or  near  his  present  ford- 
ing place,  and  opposite  a  road  by  the  name  of  Lardner's 
Lane. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Mount  Carbon  Rail  Road 

Company. 

An  act  extending  the  time  allowed  Henry  H.  Burr  for 
erecting  a  dam  in  the  Juniata  river,  opposite  to  Mifflin- 
town. 

An  act  authorising  a  state  road  to  be  laid  out  from 
Landisburg,  in  Perry  county,  to  Mifflintown,  in  Mifflin 
county. 

An  act  authorising  the  governor  to  incorporate  the 
Lick  Run  Rail  Road  and  Coal  Company  in  Lycoming 
county. 

An  act  relative  to  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Rail 
Road. 

A  supplement  to  an  act  granting  a  sum  of  money  to 
open  and  make  a  state  road  from  David  Hunter's  mill  in 
the  county  of  Bedford,  to  intersect  the  Waynesburg, 
Greencastle  and  Mercersburg  turnpike  road  on  the 
North  Mountain,  at  or  near  Samuel  Tom's,in  the  county 
of  Franklin,  passed  the  2d  day  of  February,  1828,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  relative  to  the  state  road  between  Landisburg 
and  Carlisle. 

An  act  authorising  the  laying  out  of  a  state  road  from 
Path  Valley  in  Franklin  county,  to  intersect  the  Road 
from  the  Burnt  Cabins  to  Drake's  Ferry  in  HuntingdoB 
county. 

Resolution  relative  to  contractors  on  the  Canal  and 
Tunnel  through  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 

An  act  relative  to  the  state  road  between  the  west 
end  of  the  Harrisburg  bridge  and  Petersburg  in  Perry 
county. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  governor  to  incorporate  a  company  to  make 
a  lock  navigation  on  the  east  branch  of  the  liver  Schuyl- 
kill, called  Little  Schuylkill,  passed  on  the  20th  day  of 
March,  1826. 

A  supplement  to  an  act  authorising  the  governor  to 
incorporate  the  Mill  Creek  and  Mine  Hili  Navigation 
and  Kail  Road  Company,  approved  the  7th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1828. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  fop 
erecting  the  town  of  York,  in  the  county  of  York,  into 
a  borough,  for  regulating  the  buildings,  preventing  nui- 
sances and  encroachments  on  the  commons,  squares, 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  same,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

Resolution  relative  to  a  road  adjoining  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal  In  Hemlock  township,  Columbia  county. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  erection  of  batteries  in  the  riv- 
er Susquehanna. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  pre- 
servation of  wooden  bridges  within  this  commonwealth, 
passed  the  19th  of  March,  1824,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  authorise  Stephen  Duncan  and  John  D. 
Mahon  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  over  Shearman's  creek  in 
Perry  county,  .it  the  mouth  of  said  creek. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  governor  to  incorporate  the 
Lycoming  and  Tioga  Turnpike  Road  Company. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  laying  out  a  state  road  from 
Gettysburg  in  Adams  county,  to  a  point  at  or  near  the 
summit  of  the  Conococheague  Hill,  in  Perry  county. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  au- 
thorising the  governor  to  incorporate  two  companies  for 
making  an  artificial  road  from  the  city  of  P.ttsburg,  thro' 
Butler  and  Mercer,  to  Meadville. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Le- 
high, near  the  town  of  Northampton. 
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A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  protect  the 
public  in  the  fiill  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  works 
constructed  for  the  purposes  of  inland  navig-ation. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  supplemeTita- 
ly  to  the  several  acts  to  incorporate  the  Union  Canal 
Company  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1826. 

An  act  appointing- commissioners  for  effecting  an  ar- 
rangement between  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  for  the  mutual  use  of  the  waters  of  the  river  Del- 
aware for  canal  and  other  purposes. 

An  act  authorising  the  commissioners  of  Berks  coun- 
ty to  build  a  toll  bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill,  near 
the  borough  of  Reading-,  in  tlie  county  of  Berks,  at  or 
near  the  place  where  the  road  leading  from  Reading-  to 
the  city  of  Lancaster  crosses  said  river. 

An  act  relative  to  the  road  tax  in  the  townships  of 
East  and  West  Findley,  in  Washington  county. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the 
governor  to  incorporate  a  company  to  make  a  turnpike 
road  from  the  northern  termination  of  the  York  and 
Conewago  turnpike  road  to  the  west  end  of  the  Harris- 
burg-  bridge. 

City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorporate  and 
endow  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb. 

An  act  for  erecting  Christ  Church  and  St.  Peter's 
Church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  St.  James' 
Church  in  the  same  city,  into  two  separate  corporations. 

An  act,  entitled  a  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an 
act  to  protect  the  property  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  at  Fair  Mount,  and  the  purity  of 
the  Schuylkill  water. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  in 
corporate  the  district  of  Spring  Garden. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  for 
the  better  employment,  rehef  and  support  of  the  poor 
of  the  township  of  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
porate  the  district  of  Soutliwark,  passed  the  18th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1794,  and  for  otlier  purposes. 

An  act  providing  for  the  election  of  an  additional  con- 
stable in  the  district  of  Spring  Garden,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  relative  to  the  opening  of  roads  in  the  county 
of  Pliiladelphia. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  en:ible  the 
governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorporate  a  compa- 
ny for  opening  a  canal  and  lock  navigation  between  the 
rivers  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  through  the  southern 
section  of  Ph-iladelphia  county,  passed  12th  day  of  April 
1828. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  mcorpo- 
rate  the  Pennsylvania  company  for  insurance  on  lives 
and  granting  annuities. 

An  act  declaring  Cohockslnk  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  a  public  highway. 

An  act  vesting  in  the  commissioners  of  the  Kensington 
district  of  the  Northern  Liberties  all  and  every  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  markets  in  said  district  to  be  hold&ji 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  commonly  called  Sunday. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  erecting  abridge 
over  the  river  Schuylkill  at  or  near  the  falls  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Franklin  fire  insurance  com- 
pany of  Philadelphia. 

An  act  relative  to  insurance  companies  and  agencies 
of  insurance  companies  not  chartered  by  this  state. 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  paving  of  private  streets, 
courts  and  alleys  in  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  anthorise 
the  regulation  of  tlie  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  within  a 
part  of  Penn  township  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  make  a  rail  road 
through  th«  northern  section  of  the  county  of  Pliiladel- 


phia from  the  river  Delaware  to  the  Schuylkill,  or  to 
terminate  at  a  junction  with  the  Columbia  and  Philadel' 
phia  Rail  Road,  to  be  called  the  "Northern  Liberties  and 
Penn  Township  Rail  Road." 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  marine  rail- 
way company. 

Courts  and  Judicial  Proceedings. 

An  act  annexing  part  of  the  fom-th  district  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ridgberry  Town- 
ship, Bradford  county  to  the  2d  district  in  said  county.- 

An  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitl- 
ed a  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  holding  special 
court  of  common  pleas,  passed  11th  April  1825,  and  to 
revive  the  2d  section  of  the  act  passed  27th  March  1823-. 

An  act  to  authorise  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Chester,  Montgomery,  Berks  and  Schuylkill,  ta 
depute  persons  to  serve  process  in  certain  cases  of  tress- 
pass and  malicious  mischief. 

A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,-  an  actjlmiting  the 
time  during  which  judgments  shall  be  a  lien  on  real  es- 
tates, and  suits  may  be  brought  against  the  sureties  of 
public  officers. 

An  act  relative  to  the  appointment  and  payment  of 
the  criers  of  the  courts  in  this  'commonwealth. 

A  fui-ther  suplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  a-' 
mend  and  consolidate,  with  its  seveial  supplements,  the 
act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  recovery  of  debts  and  de- 
mands not  exceeding  SlOO,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,, 
and  for  the  election  of  constables  and  for  other  purpos- 
es. 

An  act  relative  to  the  state  penitentiary  in  the  county 
of  Allegheny. 

An  act  concerning  executors. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  a  supple- 
ment to  the  act  entitled  a  further  supplement  to  the  act, 
enfited  an  act  to  alter  the  judiciary  system  of  this  com- 
monwealth, passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  1826._ 

An  act  to  valid:ite  the  proceedings  in  a  certain  amica- 
ble action  of  partition  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Lancaster  county,  and  to  authorise  the  commissioners' 
of  Lancaster  county  to  ])urchase  certain  real  estate. 

An  act  author-ising  tha  discharge  of  trustees  under  a 
domestic  attachment,  on  the  settlement  and  confir-- 
mation  of  their  accounts,  and  to  compel  such  tmstees  to 
settle  their  accounts. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  to 
reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  commonwealth." 

A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  assign- 
ing of  bonds,  specialities  and  promissory  notes. 

A  resolution  relative  to  Purdon's  Digest. 

An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  certain  dockets  and  rec-- 
ords  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Dauphin  county. 

An  act  authorising  the  depute  surveyors  of  Fayette 
and  Allegheny  counties  to  transcribe  certain  records  o£ 
their  respt" ctive  officers. 

An  act  to  enable  the  prothonotary  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Eastern  District  to  copy  certain  records. 

An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  in  the 
counties  of  Franklin,  Bedford  and  Somerset. 
Incorporation  of  Towns. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  erect  the 
town  of  Milton,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and 
the  town  of  Butlei-,  in  the  county  of  Butler  into  bo- 
roughs. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  art  act  to  erect  the 
town  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  into 

a  borough. 

An  act  erectingthe  village  of  Fallston,  in  the  county 
of  Beaver,  into  a  borough. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  approved  the  l-Sth- 
day  of  March,  1811,  entitled  an  act  to  erect  the  town  of 
Noi-thampton,  in  the  county  of  Noi-thampton,  into  a  bo- 
rough, and  also  to  an  act  erectingthe  towns  of  Alleghe- 
ny, Birmingham,-  Franklin  and  Northumberland,  into- 
boi-oughs,  and  to  give  effect  to  the  act  incorporating  the 
borough  of  Elizabeth-town,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,, 
passed  April  14th  1828,  and  for  other  pnrposes. 
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An  act  authorising  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  fix  upon  a  proper  scite  for  the  seat  of  justice  in  Jef- 
ferson county. 

An  act  providing- for  the  inspection  of  spirituous  li- 
quors in  the  boroug-h  of  Marietta,  and  for  the  inspection 
of  spirituous  liquors  and  wood  at  the  landing-  place  of  the 
Conestoga  Navigation  Company,  near  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  annex  part 
of  Centre  county  to  the  county  6j  Lycoming,  passed 
■the  2rth  day  of  April,  1819. 

A  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the  borough  of 
Mercer,  in  the  county  of  Mercer,  passed  the  28th  day 

March  1824. 

An  act  erecting  the  town  of  the  Northern  Liberties . 
of  Pittsburg  into  a  borough. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act,  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Athens,  in  Bcd- 
•ford  count}",  and  to  incorporate  the  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran congregation  of  St.  Matthews,  in  the  city  and  vici- 
nity of  Philadelphia. 

An  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  incorporating  the 
the  town  of  Birmingham,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon 
into  a  borough  ;  to  incorporate  the  Lancaster  water  com- 
pany, and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to 
erect  the  town  of  Harrisburg,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin, 
into  a  borough. 

Au  act  incorporating  certain  religious  societies. 
_  H.is,hways  and  County  lines,  lands  &c. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  law  declaring  Shearman's  Creek 
jn  the  cou"ty  of  Perry,  a  public  highway. 

An  act  declaring  Beaver  Run,  in  Lycoming  county 
and  Blacklick  Creek  in  Indiana  and  Cambria  counties 
public  highwa3's. 

'    An  act  declaring  Pine  Greek,  Big  Bushkill  Creek, 
.and  Broadhead's  Creek  public  highways. 

An  act  declaring  Little  Brokenstraw  crsek  a  public 
highway. 

An  act  declaring  Conneautcreek  in  Crawford  county, 
from  its  junction  \Vith  French  creek  to  John  Marvin's 
Mill,  a  public  highway. 

An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  run  and  mark 
.certain  lines  dlvidmg  the  counties  of  Lebanon  and  Dau- 
phin. 

An  act  authorising  the  division  of  certain  lands  in  the  ' 
township  of  Sprii;gfield,  in- the  county  of  Bedford. 

An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  run  the  line  of  i, 
the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Bradford  and  Tioga.  ' 

An  act  granting  compensations  to  Josiah  Lewis  and 
to  the    executors   of  Thomas  Livezey,  for   certain  ' 
Jands  certified  to  Connecticut  claimants  in  Bedford,  one 
jofthe  17  townships  in  the  count}'  of  Luzerne.  , 

An  act  relative  to  the  patenting  of  lands.  i 

An  act  to  provide  for  additional  clerk  hire  in  the  of-  , 
fice  of  the  secretary,  of  the  land  office,  and  the  auditor  , 
general's  office  and  for  otiier  purposes.  \ 

Resolution  relative  to  preventing  damages  to  the  pub-  , 
-lie  lands  in  the  county  of  Erie.  .  . 

Elections.  ] 

Supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  direct  the 
manner,  time  and  place  of  holding  elections  for  electors  : 
of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States.  j 

An  act  to  authorise  the  election  of  an  additional  con-  - 
stable  in  Connoquenessing  township,  Butler  county.  j 

An  act  authorising  tlie  election  of  a  constable  in  the  i 
borough  of  Pottsville,  in  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  and  j 
for  other  purposes.  \ 

An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  Constables  in  cer-  ] 
tain  townships.  ( 

An  act  to  repeal  part  of  the  act  authorising  the  elec-  ■ 
tion  of  additional  constables  in  certain  townships  there- 
in mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed  the  28th  ( 
day  of  Feb.  1826.  ] 

An  act  regulating  election  districts,and  for  other  pur-  ; 
poses.  ) 


A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  regulate 
the  general  elections  within  this  commonwealth. 
£an7is. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Wyoming  Bank  at  Wilks- 
bai-re. 

An  act  to  compel  the  agent  or  trustees  of  the  Nor- 
thumberland, Union  and  Columbia  Bank  at  Milton  to 
account. 

An  act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Lancaster  Bank. 

A  supplement  to  an  act  to  re-charter  certain  banks. 
Education  and  Poor. 

An  act  establishing  an  academy  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
port,  in  the  county  of  M'Kean. 

A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  establishing 
an  academ}-  in  the  town  of  Clearfield. 

An  act  For  the  establishment  of  a  classical  and  agricul- 
tural school  in  Susquehanna  county. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  election  of  schoolmen  in  the 
township  of  Litterkenny,  in  the  county  of  Franlilin. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  house  for  the 
emplo3'ment  and  support  of  the  poor  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland. 

Miscellaneous. 

An  act  relative  to  the  county  rates  and  levies  of  the 
county  of  Union. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
district  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  encourage  the  destruction  of  foxes  and  wild 
cats. 

An  act  to  fix  the  number  of  senators  and  representa- 
tives, and  form  the  state  into  districts,  in  pursuance  of 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  actfor  the 
regulation  of  the  militia  of  this  commonwealth.     -.  -i 


REVOLUTIONARY  BETTERS  AND  PAPERS. 

We  have  been  favoured  by  a  friend,  with  tlie  corres- 
pondence of  Brig.  Gen.  Lacey,  diu'ing  a  trying  period  of 
the  Revolution.  Gen.  Lacey  commanded  the  militia 
posted  on  the  Svest  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  to  watch  the 
enemy  and  to  prevent  his  receiving  provisions  in  the 
city,  which  he  at  that  time  occupied.  The  gentle- 
man who  furnished  us  with  this  correspondence,  has 
given  a  short  sketch  of  Gen.  Lacey,  introductory  to  the 
papers  which  follow;  and  has  also  connected  the  differ- 
ent parts  by  suitable  explanations. 

{John  Lacey,  Esq.  having  served  out  the  campaign 
to  tlie  northward,  in  the  year  Vi7&,  with  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  Col.  Wayne's  regiment,  returned  to  Bucks 
coanty,  Penn.  in  the  month  of  December  of  that  year; 
and  shortly  afterwards  sent  in  his  resignation.  About 
this  time  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  under  the  new 
Constitution,  were  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  pro- 
gressing in  acts  to  organize  the  government.  Among 
others  they  passed  a  militia  law  on  the  17th  day  of 
March,  1777,  by  which  they  established  a  sort  of  civil 
and  military  tribunal  in  each  county,  composed  of 
five  officers,- — a  Lieutenant,  and  four  sub-Lieutenants, 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  Lieutenant  Colonels,  res- 
pectively. These  officers  were  to  hold  Couits,  to  class 
and  district  the  militia,  to  organize  them  into  re- 
giments and  companies,  hold  the  elections  for  officers, 
to  call  out  the  classes,  find  substitutes  in  the  place  of  de- 
linquents, and  to  assess,  and  cause  the  assessments  on 
delinquents  to  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  state  Trea- 
sury, with  other  extensive  duties  enumerated  in  the  law. 
Mr.  Lacey  was  appointed  one  of  the  sub-Lieutenants, 
on  the  22d  of  March,  1777 \  and  having  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  military  affairs  during  the  campaign  of 
1776,  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  zealous  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  business.    Having  succeeded  in  or- 
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ganizlng  the  miUtia  of  Bucks,  Mr.  L.  carried  in  the  re- 
turns of  the  officers;  when  he  was  complimented  by 
the  Executive  Council,  as  being  the  first  who  had  com- 
plied with  the  requisitions  of  the  law.  The  militia  of 
the  district  in  which  Mr.  Lacey  lived,  chose  him  for 
their  Lieutenant  Colonel;  and  as  this  appointment  did 
not  interfere  with  his  duties  as  sub-Lieutenant,  he  was 
commissioned  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1777,  and  continued  to  act  in  both  capacities. 

In  the  spring  of  1777,  it  was  expected  that  the  Bri- 
tish would  make  a  serious  attempt  upon  Pennsylvania; 
whereiipon  the  President  of  Council  addressed  an  ur- 
gent letter  to  the  sub-Lieutenants,  calling  upon  them  to 
be  prepared.  The  following  was  received  by  Mr.  La- 
cey:— 

Sir — The  opinion  which  Gen.  Washington,  and  all 
the  general  officers  of  our  army,  entertain  of  the  designs 
of  Gen.  Howe,  against  this  state,  induce  them  to  be  ve- 
ry pressing  in  their  request  to  have  a  part  of  our  militia 
to  take  the  field  as  soon  as  possible.  And  it  appears  to 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  our  preservation,  that  every 
means  in  our  power  should  be  used,  to  have  them  rea- 
dy to  act  on  the  shortest  notice.  . 

The  continental  troops,  now  in  this  neighborhood,  are 
ordered  to  march  to  Bristol,  z.nA  Gen.  TVashington  has 
*         requested  the  militia  of  this  city  to  be  immediately  em- 
bodied,  from  an  apprehension  of  the  enemy  making  a 
very  sudden  march  this  way. 

Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  are  attending 
to  the  duty  pointed  out  to  you  by  the  militia  law,  yet  I 
conceive  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  most  earnest  and  pres- 
sing manner,  to  entreat  you  to  exert  yourself  to  the  very 
utmost,  that  the  miUtia  may  be  ready  to  oppose  the  en- 
emy whenever  they  shall  advance  against  us. 

The  times  call  for  vigilance  and  activity,  and  I  hope 
no  friend  to  his  country,  will,  in  our  present  situation, 
hesitate  one  moment,  but  cheerfully  and  Instantly  ren- 
der it  every  service  which  may  be  in  his  power.  There 
is  at  present  no  other  service  so  Important  and  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  this  State,  and  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  that  of  putting  the  people  in  a  posture  of 
defence,  and  animating  them  with  a  spirit  of  Patriotism, 
which  will  Induce  them  to  regard  the  welfare  of  their 
country  as  their  true  and  most  valuable  interest.  For  of 
wliat  value  is  life,  or  any  thing  which  this  world  can  af- 
ford, if  we  are  deprived  of  Liberty? 

1  beg  leave  to  repeat,  in  the  most  pressing  terms, 
that,  I  beseech  you  not  to  lose  a  moment's  time  in  pre- 
paring the  mUltlato  obey  the  call,  which  will  probably 
soon  be  issued  for  them,  to  defend  themselves,  and  to 
oppose  their  enemies. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 
,  -  Your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jr.  President. 
To  John  Lacet,  Esq.  sub-Lieutenant  > 

of  the  County  of  Bucks.  5      .  ■ 

•  Philadelphia,  April  16,  1777.  ■         '  ' 

The  apprehensions  of  the  approach  of  the  British  be- 
ing increased,  the  President  wrote  to  the  Lieutenants  of 
the  Counties  as  follows: 

(cincuiAU.)  -  •   :  - 

June  IS,  \777. 

Sir — The  Council  have  received  undoubted  intelli- 
gence that  the  enemy  are  on  their  march  with  a  numer- 
ous army,  to  Invade  this  state.  In  my  lettter  of  the  13th 
inst.  I  have  ordered  that  the  first  class  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  camp;  and  that  the  second  be  In  perfect  readi- 
ness to  march  when  called  upon.  Since  the  express 
set  off  with  that  letter,  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
makes  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  second  class  be 
also  ordered  instantly  to  camp;  and  as  you  value  your 
Freedom,  we  intreat  you  to  exert  yourself  to  have  the 
third  class  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning;  for 
next  to  the  blessing  of  Providence,  our  Liberty  and  safe- 
ty depend  upon  the  virtuous ^fi'orts  of  the  people. 


A  letter  has  been  written  by  the  general  officers  to 
you  and  the  other  Lieutenants  of  the  counties,  to  order 
out  the  whole  militia.  Although  this  has  been  done 
with  a  good  intention,  as  they  are  zealously  attached  to 
our  cause,  yet  the  Council  are  of  opinion  it  may  tend  to 
confusion;  and  that  those  gentlemen  did  not  properly 
consider  the  em.barrassment  which  would  ensue  upon 
such  a  step. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  march  the  first  and  second  class  to  Bristol;  and 
to  put  in  readiness  the  third  class  also,  as  theie  Is  too 
much  reason  to  suppose  they  will  be  ordered  out  as 
soon  as  they  can  possibly  be  equipped.  A  compliance 
with  the  militia  law  is  the  only  means  whereby  the  fines 
and  forfeitures  of  delinquents  can  be  recovered:  It  is 
therefore  recommended  by  the  Council,  that  a  strict  at- 
tention be  paid  to  the  directions  of  that  law;  and  partic- 
ularly that  the  gi-eatest  regard  be  had  to  that  part  of  it, 
which  directs  the  procuring  of  substitutes — which  you 
are  to  exert  yourself  to  obtain  by  every  means  which  the 
law  will  justify. 

As  there  are  many  worthy  persons  who  may  not  fall 
into  either  of  the  classes  mentioned,  whose  warm  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  Freedom  may  Induce  them  to 
turn  out  as  volunteers;  the  service  of  those  gentlemen 
at  this  important  and  critical  time  will  be  most  thank- 
fully received  by  the  Council;  which  I  beg  you  to  make 
known  as  opportunity  may  offer. 
.   I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servent 

THOS.  WHAKTON,  Junr.  Pres't. 
To  Jos.  KinKBninu  Esa-  ? 

Lieut.  Buck  County.        5  .  '  •'  .  ■'"    '  " 

Mr.  Lacey  appears  to  have  had  the  same  apprehen- 
sions with  the  Council,  relative  to  the  call,  by  the  gen- 
eral officers,  for  the  militia  en  masse.  He  thus  writes  to 
Col.  Klrkbrlde,  the  day  following  the  date  of  Mr.  Whar- 
ton's Letter.  ... 

'■    Buckingham,  June  \&1h,  1777  • 
Dear  Sir,  I  send  you  enclosed  a  copy  of  orders  from 
General  Arnold,  In  which  he  calls  on  the  whole  militia 
of  Pennsylvania  to  turn  out.    Those  orders  were  sent 
by  the  way  of  Colonel  Tomb's,  whose  commands  1  also  ^ 
send  you.    I  understand  that  upon  the  strength  of  these 
orders,  the  different  Colonels  have  called  upon  their 
Battallions,  which  march  to-morrow,  or  next  day,  for  j 
Coryell's  Ferry.    Colonel  Roberts  have  called  on  me  i 
for  my  asssitance  in  hurrying  them  out:  But  as  I  think  \ 
the  orders  come  from  a  wrong  quarter,  I  don't  think  It  j 
my  duty  to  comply  with  them ;  neither  do  1  find  by  our 
militia  law  that  more  than  one  half  is  to  be  called  at  one  i 
time,  and  that  call  to  come  from  the  President. 

I  think  I  can  plainly  see,  if  this  order  from  General 
Arnold  Is  complied  with,  it  will  make  such  a  confusion 
in  our  mode  of  business,  that  It  will  lake  us  some  time  I 
before  we  will  be  able  to  form  things  in  their  regular  i 
channel  again.    But  if  It  is  your  advice  and  opinion  that  | 
we  should  at  this  time  of  approaching  danger  break  ] 
over  all  law  and  custom  to  defend  our  Country  from  ^ 
those  British  savages,  I  will  heartily  join  and  exert  my 
very  utmost  in  collecting  what  troops  I  can,  and  freely  ' 
oppose  them  in  person.    I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  send  me 
word  by  the  bearer,  my  Brother,  in  what  manner  I  shall  ■ 
act  in  this  matter.        -     I  am,  &c. 

■,  .  ,     JOHN  LACEY. 

To  Col.  KlHKBRIDEj  ■'  - 

[Exiract  from  an  order  of  Council  to  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  Counties.]  ■  . 

IN  COUNCIL. 

Philadelphia,  28th  July,  1777. 
Sir,  The  following  lines  come  to  you  from  Council  in 
the  most  pressing  exigency  of  public  affairs,  In  which 
I  the  very  existence  of  this  state  is  threatened. 
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The  enemy,  baffled  in  New  Jersey,  are,  by  every  ac- 
count, at  this  moment  exerting  themselves  to  invade 
Pennsylvania;  in  short,  we  hourly  expcpt  to  hear  of 
their  arrival  in  the  Delaware.  On  Tuesday  last  250  ves- 
sels sailed  out  of  the  bay  of  New  York,  with  a  fair  wind. 
This  fleet,  without  doubt,  transports  a  large  army,  and 
is  composed  in  part  of  ships  of  war.  Seventy  of  them 
were  seen  on  Friday  within  eight  or  ten  leagues  of  Cape 
May,  the  north  eastern  Cape  of  Delaware,  and  by  their 
dispositions  seemed  desirous  to  effect  an  entrance  into 
the  bay,  laboring  against  a  contrary  wind.  Some  ac- 
counts arrived  since,  say  that  190  sail  at  different  times 
had  passed  by  Egg-harbour,  before  ten  oclock  in  the 
morning  yesterday.  Their-destination,  after  this,  ad- 
mits of  no  doubt. 

General  Washington,  fully  assured  that  the  enemy 
have  this  state  for  their  object,  is  on  a  hastened  march 
for  this  place,  with  such  part  of  his  army  as  can  be  spar- 
ed for  this  service;  for  ha  must  provide  also  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  country  he  leaves  against  the  alarming  ap- 
proach of  General  Burgoyne.  But  General  Washington 
is  yet  distant;  and  it  is  therefore  absolutely  necessary 
that  a  considerable  part  of  the  natural  force  of  the  coun- 
try be  assembled  without  loss  of  time,  and  sent  to  Ches- 
ter, to  join  stich  continental  troops  and  militia  as  are 
here,  in  opposing  as  far  as  is  prudent  and  delaying  the 
progress  of  the  enemy,  till  the  army  can  arrive. 

In  this  circumstance  we  are  desirous  of  procuring  real 
aid  with  all  pos.sible  dispatch.  We  would  solicit  and 
authorise  you  to  do  it  by  all  the  lawful  and  effectual' 
means  in  your  po^ver;  but  we  wish  to  leave  much  to 
your  prudence.  It  seems  to  us  very  desirable  that  all 
the  hearty  and  able  bodied  men  should  be,  if  possible, 
drawn  out.  They  might  appear  either  personally  in 
the  classes  now  called  out,  or  as  substitutes  for  those 
who  side  with  the  foe,  or  are  hindred  by  principle  from 
bearing  arms.  In  this  view  we  direct  &c.  i*  ■  " 
*  *         , »  * 

As  we  can  depend  on-the  aid  of  the-  militia  of  New 
Jersey,  whose  active  and  valorous  example .  nuist  pro- 
voke every  honest  breast  to  emulate  the  advantages, 
honor  and  success,  which  their  prowess  and  spirit  has 
obtained  to  their  state  and  to  themselves;  as  we 
shall  be  assisted  by  the  Delaware  State,  aridwe  doubt 
not{  by  Maryland,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  that 
the  foes  of  freedom  may  be  easily  resisted  and  suppress: 
ed,  and  the  numerous  evils,  which  would  ensue  on 
their  success,  may  be  prevented,  if  we  be  not  wanting 
in  this  day  of  trial  to  ourselves  and  to  posterhy.  You 
are  to  order  down  with  each  company  six  pitching  axes 
and  ten  shovels,  which  the  Coiuicil  will  either  pay  for 
or  return  in  good  orderjj  and  you  will  be  under  a  neces- 
sity of  sending  down  blankets  for  the  whole,  and  all  th-e 
arms  that  can  be  come  at. 

The  authority  given  you  to  disarm  the  refusers  of  the- 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  state,  is,  in  this  respect,  wor- 
thy your  attention.  ' 
1  am  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  Serv,t. 
THOS.  WHARTON  Jun.  Pres't. 
.  To  Jos.  KiBKuniDE,  Esa. 
Lieut,  of  the  County  of  Bucks. 


Sir, 


m  COITNOIL. 

Philadelphia,  July  31.  1777. 


I  wrote  to  you  on  the  28th  Instant,  and  ordered  

class  of  the  militia  of  the  County  to  be  immediately 
marched  to  Chester.  This  morning  I  have  certain  intel- 
ligence of  the  arrival  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  eight 
sail  of  the  Enemy's  fleet,  at  our  Capes  yesterday  morn- 
ing; they  were  then  standing  in  for  the  Bay — this  ren- 
ders it  absolutely  necessary  that  every  exertion  be 
used  to  have  the  Militia  at  Chester  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  urge  to  you  any  other  motive  than  a 
regard  to  the  salvation  of  our  country,  to  induce  you  to 
take  pvery  measure  for  this  purpose,  which  is  in  your 
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power,  without  a  moment's  delay.  Volunteers,  anima- 
ted by  the  love  of  Liberty  and  of  their  Country,  who 
may  step  forward  on  this  great  and  important  occasion, 
before  it  may  be  in  their  turn  to  go  into  the  Field  in  the 
class  to  which  tliey  belong,  and  thei'eby  render  the 
most  important  service  at  this  critical  time,  will  be  enti- 
tled to  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  and  will  most 
certainly  meet  with  every  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment which  the  Council  can  give.  They  will  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  pay,  and  rations  with  the  militia. 

Yo'ir  most  obedient  humble  servant,^ 

Thos  WHAETosjr'  Prest. 
To  Jos.  Kirkbridc  Esq.  Lieut,  of  the     '    ■  ■  - 

County  of  Bucks.  '-' 
The  foregoing  papers  afiord  some  idea  of  the  zealous 
exertions  made  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  resist  the  Enemj',  in  the  contemplated  inva- 
sion of  that  state.  They  were,  however,  unavailing; 
and  the  British,  as  is  well  known,  entered  the  city  "of 
Philadelphia  shortly  after  the  battle  of  Brandyw'ine. 
Gen.  Washington  made  several  attempts  to  reti  ieve  the 
disasters  of  that  day,  and  had  his  troops  actively  em- 
ployed in  harrassing  the  British  lines. 


Si;i, 


Letter  ft«m  Gen.  •  Armstrong  to  Col.  Lacey. 


In  pursuance  of  orders  I'have  received  this  morning 
from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  you  are  to 
march  your  Battalion  to-morrow  morning  at"  5  o'clock 
to  the  lower  end  of  Germantown,  wheie  you  will  be 
joined  by  other  Troops,  and  receive  further  orders. 

One  axe  is  to  be  taken  along  by  each  company,  and 
all  the  provision  that  they  have  dressed.  No  waggons 
or  baggage.  Each  man  takes  his  Blanket.  Y'ou  are  to 
leave  a  small  guard  at  your  C'ump  to  take  care  of  any 
Prisoners  you  may  have,  and  your  Bnggage.  If  )oa 
overtake  any  persons  going,  or  rnieet  any  coming  from 
town,  send  them  back  with  a  few  nien  to  your  present 
camp. 

I  received  your  letter*  thls-daj-,  and  approve  of  what 
you  have  done.  You  will  have  the  salt  forwarded  here 
as  soon  as  possible;  reserving  only  what  may  be  necessa^ 
ry  for  j'ourown  men. 

r  am  Sir,'your  most  obedient  and  very  Humble 

Servant, 

JOUN  AKMSTllOJfG. 

To  Col.  Lacey-.  ' 
Camp  near  Bartholomew's,  • 
Decem.  22d,  1777.  "  j   '  V''  '  . 

*  This  letter  does  not  appear.     *  '*■'■'.  It'  "' 


SiK/ 


IN  COUNCIL. 

Lancaster  Jonuury,9i\\.  1778. 


You  are  this  day  appointed  to  be  a  Brigadier  General 
of  this  State,*  and  the  Secretary  will,  by  Colonel  Hart, 
forward  to  you  a  Commission  empowering  you  to  act  as 
such. 

Brigadier  General  Potter  has  obtained  leave  to  visit 
his-familyj  and  you  are  to  take  the  command  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

Two  classes  of  militia  from  the  County  of  York,  two 
from  the  County  of  Cumberland,  two  from  the  County 
of  Northampton,  and  one  from  the  County  of  Northum- 
berland, are  now  ordered  into  the  field;  and  the  I^ieute- 
nants  of  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia  and  of  Bucks  are 
directed  to  supply  you  with  twenty  Lighthorse  each, 
without  officers;  as  they  must  be  necessarily  divided 
into  small  parties,  where  officers  will  be  useless. 
1  am  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  Servant. 
Tiios'  Wsahton  Jun.  Pres't. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Lacey, 

at  Camp .  ,  " 


*  Gen.  Lacey  was  not  twenty  three  years  of  age  un- 
til the  4th  day  of  February,  ensuing  this  appointment,' 
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Lancaster,  Jan  9.  1778. 

Sm, 

Enclosed  is  a  Commission  authorising'  you  to  act  as 
a  Bi-igadier  General  of  ihc  Militia  of  this  State. 

I  cong'ratulate  you  on  this  appointment,  which,  at  the 
same  time  it  does  you  honour  in  acknowledg-ing-  your 
merit  as  an  officer,  aflords  a  reasonable  g-round  of  hope 
for  benefit  to  tlie  publick,  by  calling  you  into  the  field 
in  an  important  station.  I  sincerely  wish  you  success — 
and  ain  with  great  respect 

Your  very  Humble  servant, 
i".  Matlack  Secy. 

To  Brigadier  General  Lacey, 

at  Gamp.  —  .  ' 

Col.  Kirkbride  to  Gen  Laccy.    -       •    '  ' 

•  Bellevue,  13ih  Jany.  1778. 

Dear  Sin, 

I  am  this  moment  informed,  by  a  letter  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, of  your  appointment  to  the  office  of  a  Briga- 
dier General;  and  nitho'  1  am  exceedingly  sorry  for  the 
loss  I  shall  meet  with,  in  being  deprived  of  so  valuable 
an  assistant  in  m\  department — yet  I  make  no  doubt 
but  it  will  be  am]2ly  made  up  to  me,  and  the  public,  in 
the  execution  of  your  duty  in  the  department  to  which 
you  are  preferred,— and  on  which  1  do  most  heartily 
eongratvilate  3'ou. 

I  liave  just  received  an  order  from  his  Excellency  to 
raise  a  Troop  of  twenty  Light  Horse  to  patrole  the 
roads,  and  attend  the  militia..  The  plan  proposed  is 
not  such  as  1  could  wish;  but  I  am  in  hopes  of  imjjrovlng 
it  in  time.  There  is  no  Bounty  proposed;  but  the  hor- 
ses and  accoutrements  to.  be  valU|ed,  and  paid  for,  if 
lost,  —  and  the  parties  to  be  excused  from  other  duty; 
To  be  no  regular  officer,  but,  nevertheless,  some  per- 
son, who  m.ay  be  the  choice  of  the  Troop,  may  have- 
the  command. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  give  eveiy  encourage- 
ment to  this  matter. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  down  here  with 
Gol.  Gill,  before  you  get  too  far  engaged  in  business — - 

And  am  Sir,  &c. 
To  Brig'.  General  Laccy.        —  Jos.  KiRicnnrDE  . 

General  IVashington  in  General  Lacey. 
Head  Quarters,  Yalle}'  Forge,  Jany.  23,  1778. 

Sir,  I  received  your  favour  dated  the  21st  inst  * — 
I  must  request  that  you  will  exert  yousself  to  fulfill 
the  intention  of  keeping  a  bod}'  of  Troops  in  the  coun' 
try  where  you  are  posted.  Protecting  the  Inhabitants  is. 
one  of  the  ends  designed,  and  preventing  supplies  and 
intercourse  with  tiie  enemy  and  city  is  the  other.  This," 
perhaps  with  the  utmost  vigilance  cannot  be  totally  ef- 
fected; but  I  must  entreat  you  to  take  every  step  that 
may  render  it  possible*  As  to  the  reduction  of  your 
numbers,  I  wish  you  to  make  timelj'  application  to  the 
President  of  the  State,  to  keep  up  the  necessary  force 
under  3'our  command. 

I  am  well  informed  that  many  persons,  under  pre- 
tence of  furnishing  the  inhabitants  of  Gcrmantown,  and. 
near  the  enemy's  lines,  afford  immense  supplies  to  the 
Philadel|diia  markets — a  conduct  highly  prejudicial 
to  us,  ami  contrary  to  every  order.  It  is  therefore  be- 
come proper  to  make  an  exanvple  of  some  g-uilty  one, 
that  the  rest  may  expect  a  like  fate,  should  they  per- 
sist. This  I  am  determined  to  put  into  execution;  and 
request  you,  when  a  suitable  object  falls  into  your 
hands,  that  j  ou  will  send  him  liere  with  a  witness;  or 
let  me  know  his  name,  when  you  shall  have  power  to 
tiy,  and  (if  proved  guilty)  to  execute.  This  you  will 
be  pleased  to  make  known  to  the  people,  that  they  may 
again  have  warning.  Your  want  of  whiskey  I  cannot 
remedy — we  are  in  the  same  situation  here,  and  nothing 
effectual  can  be  done  until  the  an  ival  of  the  committee 
of  Congress,  whom  we  expect  every  day. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servent. 

  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

*  This  Letter  is  missing.     ^     .  , 


P.S.  You  will  strive  to  suffer  no  more  pro\ision  to 
go  into  Germantovvn  than  what  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  its  Inhabitants. 

B.  G.  Lacey. 

Gen.  Lacey  to  Gen  IVaskingion. 
Camp,  G.  Bodtuan's,  Warwick,  Jany.  26,  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
23d  inst.  My  immbers  are  reduced  so  low,  that  I 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  move  my  Camp  a  few  miles 
back  into  the  country,  till  I  received  a  fresh  supply  of 
men. 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  President  and  Councils,, 
dated  the  9th  inst.  advising,  me  of  seven  classes  being- 
called  out,  and  forty  Light  horse  from  Philadelphia  and 
Bucks  counties,  to  be  sent  me  by  the  Lieutenant.— 
none  of  them  have  yet  joined  mc;  nor  have  I  received 
any  account  of  them. 

I  have  taken  eyery  measure  in  my  power  to  stop  the 
intercourse  between  the  country  and  city.  No  person- 
has  yet  fallen  into  my  hands,  against  whom  sufficient 
proof  can  be  had.  The  intercourse  is  chiefly  carried 
on  by  women.  An  accident  liappened  in  camp  the  24, 
inst.  A  number  of  cartridges  were  consumed  in  conse-- 
quence  of  a  spark  blowing  from  tlie  fire  into  an  open 
box,  where  the  armorer  was  engaged  in  assorting  some 
that  were  damaged.  About  six  thousand  cartridges, 
(chiefly  damaged  ones)  w  ei'e  destroyed — some  tents 
and  cartridge  boxes  consumed,  and  five  men  badly 
burnt. 

The  enemy's  Horse  were  as  far  as  Germantown  this, 
day.  They  have  advanced  their  sentries  to  the  3d  mile- 
stone, on  the  Germantown  road- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

J.  1,ACEY. 

Flis  Excellency        >  •    •  :•:'<'•:>,■  J'ty,  ' 

Gen.  Wasiiingtok.  $  ' —  ' 

Gen.  Laecy  ta  Councils 
Camp,  Graham,  I'arlt,  Jany.  24,  1778. 
Sir,  None  of  the  classes  lately  ordered  have  yet  ar- 
rived, and  the  times  of  those  here  are  almost  expired. — 
The  numbers  1  have  are  by  no  means  sufficient  for  the- 
necessary  duty,  for  their-own  safety,  and  stopping  the 
intercourse  betw-een  thd  coimtry  and  city. 
-  My  numbers  at  Ibis  place,  are  about  seventy  rank 
andfile;at  Smithfield,  eighty,  and  at  the  Spring-housCj. 
and  Plymouth  meeting,  both  included,  about  three  hun- 
dred. These  are  all  my  strength,  and  the  times  of  the 
whole  will  be  up  by  the  first  of  February.  As  for  the 
Light  Horse,-  ordered  fi-om  Philadelphia  and  Bucks- 
counties,  not  one  of  them  have  yet  appeared.  Some  of 
the  Lieutenants  of  Philadelphia  county  assure  me  Ihey 
have  not  received  any  orders  to  raise  or  send  any;  and- 
I  believe  are  doing  nothing  in  that  way.  My  numbers 
are  reduced  so  low,  and  the  detached  parties  on  the 
dlHcrent  roads  so  distant,  that  w-e.can  by  no  means  act 
together,  either  by  patrolcs,  or  in  case  of  an  alarm:  Some 
of  the  roads  leading  to  my  camp  are  consequently  left 
unguarded,  and  opcn  to  surprize  by  the  enemy.  I  there- 
fore think  it  advisable,  and  most  prudent,  to  move  my 
quarters  three  or  four  miles  further  back  into  the  coun- 
try, and  waita  reinforcement. 

-     .  Im  &c. 

J.  LACEY. 

To  the  President  of  Council. 


-ANNALS  OF  FHILADELFIIIA— 1773. 
October  5.  — William  Fisher  elected  Mayor. _ 

The  Mayor  elect  having-  signified  his  inclination 
to  take  the  recommendation  of  this  board  as  to  the 
proper  person  to  be  appointed  hy  him  as  clerk  of 
the  market  of  this  City.  The  sense  of  the  Board  was 
thereupon  taken  by  ballot,  and  it  was  carried  by  a  great 
majority— that  Judah  J'oulke  be  recommended  to  the 
Mayor  for  that  office. 

The  Recorder  informed  the  Board  that  some  com- 
plaint had  been  made  in  the  province  of  Maryland  that 
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the  sealed  half  Bushel  made  in  this  city,  by  which 
great  quantities  of  wheat  had  been  boug-ht  and  sold 
there,  contained  considerably  more  than  the  leg'al  mea- 
sure; and  that  unless  some  examination  was  speedily 
m;tde  into  this  matter,  it  migvht  be  attended  with  conse- 
quences g-reatly  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  this  City. 
The  Board  accordingly  took  it  into  consideration,  and 
baving  sent  for  Nathaniel  Allen  tlie  officer  appointed  to 
size  and  seal  the  measures,  and  having  before  them  the 
copper  half  bushel  which  has  been  long  used  as  the 
standard  in  this  province  came  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tion, That  a  Committee  be -appointed  to  examine  with 
great  accuracy  whether  the  said  standard  copper  half 
bushel  be  a  just  and  legal  measure  or  not,  taking  Mr. 
Kittenhouse  or  any  other  persons  they  rnay  think  pro- 
per, to  their  assistance — And  as  tlie  Iialf  Bushel  appears 
to  have  i-eceived  some  injur}',  not  being  now  circular 
and  bulging  out  at  the  bottom — the  board  requested 
that  the  Committee  would  procure  a  new  one  to  be 
made  of  cast  brass,  to  contain  the  exact  and  legal  mea- 
sure according  to  the  act  of  parliament. 

177'4  June  25.  Benj.  Chew  having  been  appointed 
Chief  Justice,  resigned  and  his  office  as  Recorder,  and 
Andrew  Allen  was  elected  in  his  place. 

Aug,  27^  Tiie  committee  reported  that  they  had 
proctu'ed  scales  for  weig'liing  Hay  and  had  erected  tliem 
at  the  Drawbridge — price  of  weighing-  2s  per  each, 
load. 

Oct  4.  Samuel  Rhoads  elected  Mayor. — Samuel 
Powel  and  George  Clymer  aldermen. 

Nov  28.  The  Committee  appointed  to  get  a  brass 
half  bushel  Jnade  as  a  standard  for  sizing  and  sealing 
measures,  reported  that  the  same  was  completed,  and  it 
was  lodged  for  the  present  with  N.  Allen. 

1775  Eeb  1.  It  being  proposed- that ,  as  the  I'airs 
held  in  this  City  under  the  Charter  to  this  Corporation 
wei-e  now  become  not  only  useless  but  very  inconveni- 
ent to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  City,  a  committee  was, 
appointed  to  consider,  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  putting  down  Fairs,  and  on 

Feb  8.    The  committee  presented  a  petition  to  the 
assembly  on  the  subject. 

It  was  proposed  that  this  board  take  into  considera- 
tion, the  great  necessity  there  is  of  erecting  a  City  Hall ' 
and  Court  house  for  the  use  of  this  Corporation  and  the 
Mayors  Court,  a  lot  of  groimd  having  been  long  since 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  in  the  Stateliouse  square — 
a.  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  a  plan,  make  an 
estimate;  and  likewise  in-pect  the  state  of  the  funds, 
and  to  consider  whether  this  board  can  apply  the  mo- 
neys formerly  given  by  several  of  the  Mayors  of  this 
city  in  lieu  of  the  accustomed  entertainments  on  going 
out  of  their  offices,  to  the  pu-rpose  of  a  City  hall  and 
Court  house,  of  whether  ihey  are  restricted  by  tlie 
terms  of  those  donations  to  apply  that  money  witji  tiie 
accumulated  interest  thereon,  solely  to  the  purpose  of 
huWd'mg  a.n  JExchange. 

Aprils.  The  committee  reported  that  as  the  dona- 
tions of  several  of  the  former  Mayors  were  to  .be  applied 
to  the  building  an  Excha'nge  or  such  other  public  Edi- 
fice in  this  city  as  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  shoidd  see 
fit  to  order  and  direct;  the  board  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  apply  the  same  towards  building  a  City 
hall. 

October  3.  The  weighmaster  at  the  Hay  scales  exhi- 
bited his  account  of  Hay  weighed,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared there  were  weighed  from  29  aug.  1774: — to  29 
aug.  1775.— 17'14  loads — which  produced  for  weigliing 
£171.  8,  0. 

1776  Feb  17.  To  prevent  delays  in  relieving  priso- 
prisoners  confined  for  their  fines  it  is  agreed  that  the 
Mayor  calling  two  Aldermen  to  his  assistance  may  consi- 
der petitions  from  prisoners  to  this  board  for  remission 
of  their  fines;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  grant  or 
reject  such  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  pro- 
per, i 


DESCRIPTION  OF  MARKET  STREET,  IN  1729. 

Which  the  writer  observes  "is  a  plain  description  of 
one  single  Street  in  this  City:  the  whole  Town  being 
too  great  a  task  for  his  leisure."  Extracted  from  the 
American  Weekly  Mercury,  June  19,  1729 — being  a 
part  of  one  number  of  "The  Busy  Bod}-,"  a  series  of  es- 
saj's  published  in  that  paper  under- that  name. 

At  Delaware's  broad  stream,  the  view  begin. 

Where  jutting  Wharfs,  Food-freighted  boats  take  in._ 

Then,  with  the  advancing  sun,  direct  j'our  e)-e; 

Wide  opes  the  Street,  with  firm  Brick  Buildings  high; 

Step,  gently  rising,  over  the  Pebbly  wu_v. 

And  seethe  Shops  their  tempting  Ware's  display; 

(Chief  on  the  Right,  screened  from  riide  Winds  &.  blest, 

In  Frost  with  sunshine.)     Here,  if  ails  molest. 

Plain  surfac'd  Flags,  and  smooUi  laid  Bricks  invite. 

Your  tender  Feet  to  Travel  with  Deliglit, 

And  Yeu--Bow,  distance,  from  the  Key  built  Strand 

Our  Court-liouse  fronts  Coesarea's  Pine  tree  Land, 

Thro'  the  arched  Lome,  and  on  each  side,  the  Street 

Divided  runs,  remote  again  to  meet; 

Here  Eastward  stand  the  Traps  to  Obloquy,  ■.  "  ^,  '  " 

And  Petty  Crimes,  stocks.  Post  and  Pillor}';  T 

And  (twice  a  week)  beyond,  right  s'alls  are  set 

Loaded  with  Fruits  and  Fowls  and  Jersey'' s  meat, 

Westv.-ard,  conjoin,  the  Shambles  grace  the  Court. 

Brick  Piles  their  long  extended  Roof  support. - 

Oft,  AV'cst  from  these,  the  Country  Wains  are  seen 

To  crowd  each  Hand,  and  leave  a  Breadth  between : 

Yet  wider  still  (sucli  is  the  city's  care)  " 

To  Right  and  Left,  strong  Bars  a  passage  spare-. 

South  of  the  mart  a  meeting-house  is  rear'd. 

Where  by  the  Friend  (so  called)  is  Christ  rever'd; 

With  Stone  and  Brick  th.e  lasting  walls  are  made. 

High  raised  the  Roof,,  and  wide  the  Rafter's  spread.    ,  • 

Within  a  voice  of  this,  the  Presbyters 

Of  like  materials  have  erected  theirs; 

Thence,  half  a  Fiu'long  AVest,  declining  pace,        ,..  ;  . 

And  see  .the  Rock-built  Prison's  dreadful  Face. 

'Twixt  and  beyond  all  those,  near  twice  a.s  far        ■ ,  i. 

As  from  a  sling  a  stone  might  pass  in  air,  '    , : 

The  forging  shops  of  sooty  smiths  are  set, 

.An.d  V/heelwright's  Frames — with  vacant  Lots  to  let; 

A  neig-hborhood  of  smoke,  and  piercing-  Dins, 

From  trades,  from  Prison-Grates,  and  Pidilic  Inns. 

But' even  among  this  Noise  and  Dirt,  are  plac'd        '    '  , 

Some  Buildings  Fair,  with  peaceful  Tenants  grac'd. 

Distant,  more  West,  with  unbuilt  Grounds  between, 

The  Furnace  House  and  Woods  clo^e  up  llie  scene. 

On  th'  other  side  (left  in  my  verse  disjoin'd. 

But  all  one  Picture  in  the  Poets  mind,) 

A  comely.  Row  of  Tenements  unite. 

And  set  their  various  goods  and  works  to  Light;  ..  ■ 

Salesmen  and  Trades  of  decent  sort  are  mixt, 

(A  lively  place)  some  Tavern  signs  betwixt: 

Along  their  Doors,  the  clean  hard  Paving  tends. 

Till  at  a  plashy  crossing  Street  it  ends,  - 

.\nd  thence,  a  short  arm's  Throw,  renewed  tends. 

Mechanics,  here,  in  Iron,  Bi-ass,  Wood  and  Horn,  .-. 

Their  narrow  shutters,  with  their  wares  afloi-n.  ; 

'Mongst  these,  a  few  tall  Structiu-es  proudly  rise;  -  • 

Th' adjacent  Hutts  look  lessened  at  their  size. 

Beyond,  the  Street  is  thinly  wall'd,  but  fair, 

With  Gardens  paled,  and  orchards  here  and  there 

On  either  side,  where  beauteous  Prospects  lie :        ,  . 

And  some  enclos'd  with  Hedges  please  the  Eye, 


A  new  line  of  Stages  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore 
has  been  established,  to  run  through  West  Chester, 
Unionville,  Cochranville,  Oxford,  Conewingo  Bridge, 
&c,  three  times  a  week.  The  local  and  general  accorr- 
modation  will  be  great. 

An  immense  loss  hasbeen  sustained  by  those  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade  onthc  Allegheny.bytlie  late  freshet. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER,  FOR  APKIL,  1829. 
Taken  at  the  Stale  Capitol  at  Hatrisburg,  /)?/ /Willitaim  Musgiiate,  Librarian. 


^I^hcrmoiHcftr, 

Harorneter. 

Days  of  the  ''Alonih . 

yy  ina. 

JJays  oj^  tlit  Moiith. 

JLllllLlt  UIH:!  c. 

Max.  20,  68° 
Min.    6,  41  1-3 
Dif.ofex.  26  2-3 
Mean  ex.  54  2-3 

Mean  temper: 
daily  obBervatior 

Max.  26,  29.76 
Min.  2d,  28.79 
Dif.  of  ex.  00.97 
Mean  ex.  29.27^ 

iture  from  three 

IS. 

24,  25,  26, 

1, 

9, 

5,  23, 

8,19,20,  28,  [30, 
2,3,4,6,7,10,11,22,29, 
12, 13,14,15,16,17,18. 

[21,  27, 

3  ds.  N. 
1  E. 

1  S.  E. 

2  S. 

4  S.AV. 
10  W. 
9  N.  W. 

7,  14,  16,17,18,21,26,27,28, 
3,  4,  6,  11,  13, 15,  22s 
2  29,               ■;"  •:. 

19,  25,-  - 
1,  9,  20,  23, 
5, 10,  24,  30, 

9  days  clear. 
7  p.  clear  pt.  clo. 
2  cloudy  no  rain. 
4  pt.  cl'y  pt.  rain. 
4  he'y  r.w.th&lig-. 
41ight  Y.  or  show's 

The  lowest  state  of  the  Thermometer,  34°  on  the 
26th;  the  highest  in  the  month  78°,  on  the  20th — range 
41°.  The  difference  of  temperature,  between  the 
mornings  and  noons  varied  from  8°  to  20°,  and  upwards. 
On  the  26th5  the  greatest  height  of  the  mercury  in  the 
Barometer  was 29.76.  Lowest.on  2d,  28.79— range  00. 
97.  The  wind  has  been  23  days  out  of  30,  Weft  of  the 
Meridian.  There  was  white  frost  on  the  13th,  14tb,  and 
18th,  and  on  the  26lh  and  27th,  frost  with  ice.  There 
were  thunder  gusts  on  the  1st,  9th,  20th,  and  23d;  that 
on  the  20th,  was  attended  with  violent  wind  and  very 
heavy  rain  mixed  with  hail. 

Recapitulation.  There  Imve  been  in  the  month,  9 

days  clear,  7  part  clear,  part  cloudy,  2  cloudy  no  rain,  4 
part  cloudy,  part  rair.,~-4  heavy  rain,  wjth  thunder  and 
lightning,  4  lig-ht  rain  or  showers.  This  month  was  13° 
warmer  than  last  March,  and  7°  warmerthan  April, 1828. 

Peach  trees  in  blossom  on  24th,  one  month  later  than 
last  year.  ■  -        •  •;-     •  •.  ,    .    ,  ; 

From  Obsejivithtst. 
In  Pennsylvania,  vegetation  generally  commences  at 
a  mean  temperature,  between  55°  and  65°,  if  .the  wind 
should  be  East  of  the  Meridian;  but  if  West,  ■  between 
55°  and  75° — in  either  case,-an  uninterrupted  continu- 
ance of  not  less  than  14  days,  will  be  requisite  to  pro 
duce  a  visible  effect.  If  the  wind  should  be  southerly, 
the  time  will  be  shorter.  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  above  temperature  often  takes  place  in  the  month  of 
March,  by  which  both  Gardeners  and  Farmers  are  decei- 
ved in  raising  early  vegetables;  for,  by  long  observatipn, 
it  is  known,  that  a  settled  state  of  the  atmosphere,  or 
weather  does  not  take  place  in  Pennsylvania  before  the 
middle  of  April,  and  it  is  found  that  sp.ch  seeds  and 
plants  as  have  been  put  in  the  ground  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod than  this,  and  have  assumed  a  prosperous  appear- 
ance, are  by  cold  piercing  winds  and  lute  frosts,  nipped 
in  the  bud,  and  checked  in  their  growth  for  a  week  or 
two,  and  sometimes  longer.  Experience,  therefore, 
teaches  us,  that  gardens  made  after  the  middle  of  April, 
,  are  most  productive.  When  the  wind  shifts  to  the  N. 
or  N.  W.  the  difference  of  temperature,  between  55° 
and  75°,  often  takes  place  in  the  same  day. 

This  note  may,  perhaps,  be  of  use  in  Horticultural 
and  Agricultural  pursuits;  The;  maximum  and  mini- 
mum are  thus  found:  The  morning-,  noon  and  night  ob- 
servations are  divided  b}'  3,  and  tlie  quotient  entered  in 
a  seperate  column,  called  mean  temperature;  this  is 
done  daily,  out  of  this  column  of  mean  temperature,  the 
hig-hest  in  the  month  is  called  the  maximum:  the  lowest, 
the  minimum — the  mean  of  these  two  extremes,  ap- 
proaches nearer  to  the  mean  temperature  cfthe  month, 
than  any  other  method  1  have  noticed. 

On  Friday,  1st  May  inst.  in  walking  through  a  field 
where  wheat  was  growing,  I  observed  the  suriace  of  the 
ground  full  of  chinks  or  cracks,  from  5  to  9  inches 
deep  and  scarcely  a  foot  apart,  the  appearance  like  that 
after  a  severe  drought,  I  afterwards  examined  other 
fields,  all  looked  alike.  Quere  the  cause  of  this  phe- 
nomenon? 

Indisposition  prevented  me  from  maldng  out  my 
monthly  report  sooner,  and  from  offering  mv  opinion 


upon  the  appearance  of  the  ground.  If  health  permits, 
you  shall  have  my  view  of  the  subject. 

Yours,  verv  respectfully, 
:.,     r      ■     ^       '  WILLIAM  MUSGRAVE, 


ALLEGHANY  COLLEGE  MILITARY 
SCHOOL, 

Address  to  the  •public  by  the  Trustees  of  Jllkghany  Col- 
les;e. 

The  Trustees  of  Alleghany  College  deeply  impressed 
with  the  excellence  of  the  system  of  education  adopted 
by  Captain  Alden  Patridge  formerly  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  at  his  Literary 
Scientific  and  Military  Academy  at  Middletown  in  Con- 
necticut, have  made  arrangements  with  a  gentleman 
from  that  Academy,  who  comes  highly  recommended 
by  Captain  Patridge  and  others,  to  establish  a  similar  In- 
stitution in  Alleghany  College. 

The  course  of  instruction  will  b?  full  and  thorough, 
embracing  the  following  branches  of  literature  and  sci: 
ence :  '  ■ -  . 

Penmanship, 

Aritlimetic  ■    .'  • 

Geography  ' 
•    English  Grammar 

Composition 

Riietoric 


.Logic  ■  .  .'^  •  • ' 
Metaphysics'  ■  .  '..  ' 
History  '  •'- 

Mathematics,  theoretical 
■  and  practical 
Latin  . 


■Greelc  ■  "  '  ■ ' 
Hebrew 
French 
Spanish 

N:itural  and  political  law 
Moral  philosophy 
Political  economy 
Natural  philosophy 
CiviLengineering 
Topography 
Chemistry 
Mineralogy. 


-  "1  hese  comprise  all  the  branches  usually  included  in  ^ 
full  course  of  collegiate  studies,  and  those  cadets  who^ 
shall  have  gone  through  this  course  of  instruction  and 
sustained  the  requisite  esaminatioHyWill  be  entitled  to  » 
diploma  from  the^college. 

-  The  Institution  will  be  imder  the  immediate  control 
of  the  Superintendant,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  College,  a  Committee  of  five  of  whom 
will  form  a  Board  of  Visiters  of  the  said  Academy. 

As  the  militjiry  organization  is  the  peculiar  trait  in 
this  system,  those  Institutions  in  which  the  proposed 
plan  has  been  adopted,  are  generally  distinguished  as 
military,  institutions^  and  thus  it  happens  that  those,  who 
are  not  particularly  acquainted  with  the  system  have 
imbibed  an  erroneous  impression  in  regard  to  their 
character — supposing  their  principal  object  to  be  the 
training  of  youth  in  the  art  of  %var;  but  such  is  far  from 
being  the  fact;  for,  although  we  may  believe  that  to 
know  how  to  defend  the  liberties  of  their  country  in  the 
field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet  is  essential  to  the  citizens 
of  our  government — still  the  more  immediate  and  prin- 
cipal benefit  of  this  system  is  found  in  the  order,  discip- 
line, energy,  and  promptitude,  which  is  thus  introduced 
into  our  seminaries  of  learning  together  with  the  manly 
and  noble  exercise  which  every  student  is  subject  to 
tending  to  form  "  a.  grind  mind  in  a  .".nitnd  body. " 

For  the  information  of  the  public  and  the  better  1<> 
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explain  to  them  in  detail  the  nature  of  this  seminary, 
ihe  rules  adopted  by  the  Superintendent  with  the  ap- 
,probation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  are  hereto  annex- 
>..ed.* 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  the  Library  belonging' to 
Alleghany  College,  the  fruit  of  munificent  benefactions 
from  Winthrop,  Bentley,  Thomas  and  many  other  indi- 

-■vidualsin  various  parts  pf  the  United  States,  consisting 
of  eight  thousand  volumes,  is  inferior  in  point  of  value 
to  a  very  few  collegiate  libraries  in  the  union.  A  chem- 
ical apparatus,  presented  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  is  ample  for  all  useful  purposes. 
The  seminary  will  go  into  operation  on  the  contem- 

"  plated  plan  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Jane.— Mead- 
ville,  27  April,  1829.  .  ■ 

HISTORY  OF  THE  DISCOVERY  AND  USE  OF 
ANTHRACITE  COAI.. 

It  may  at  some  future  period  be  satisfactory  to  know 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  anthracite  coal  trade 
which  has  already  assumed  so  much  importance  in  this 
state^we  have  therefore  collected  from  three  commu- 
nications on  the  subject  published  mthe  memoirs  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  such  facts  in  relation 
to  its  discovery,  and  use,  as  well  as  to  the  efforts  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  introduce  it  as  an  article  of  eommei'ce 
and  .of  comfort,  as  will  we  think  prove  interesting. — 
One  hundred  years  hence,  when  this  coal  shall  have 
.become  an  article  of  the  first  necessity  and  almost  uni- 
versally in  use,  it  will  appear  incredible  that  its  com- 
bustibility should  ever  have  been  doubted. 

The  first  extract  is  from  a  memoir  by  Dr.T .C.James. 

As  the  brief  account  of  the.  discovery  of  the  Anthra- 
.cite  Coal  on  the  summit  of  the  Mauch-Chunk  Mountain 
seemed  to  engage  the  attention  of  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Historical  Society  on  one  of  the  evenings  of  the 
meeting  of  their  council,  and  as  it  has  been  thought 
worthy  of  preservation,  the  writer  of  the  following  little 
narrative  leels  no  objection  to  commit  it,  notwithstand- 
ing its  imperfection,  to  paper,  although  the  circum- 
.Stances  detailed  occurred  at  such  a  distance  of  time  as" 
must  plead  an  excuse  for  imperfect  recollection. 

It  was  some  time  in  the  autumn  of  1804  that  the 
writer  and  a  friendf  started  on  an  excursion  to  visit  some 
small  tracts  of  land  that  were  joint  property  on  the  river 
Leliigh  in  Northampton  county,  AVe  went  by  th«  way 
of  Allentown,  and,  afterhaving  crossed  the  Blue  Moun- 
tain, found  ourselves  in  the  evening  unexpectedly  be- 
wildered in  a  secluded  part  of  the  Mahoning  Vallej'j  at 
a  distance,  as  we  feared,  from  any  habitation;  as  the  road 
became  more  narrow,  and  showed  fewer  marks  of  hav- 
ing been  used,  winding  among  scrubby  timber  and  un- 
derwood. Being  pretty  well  convinced  that  we  had 
missed  our  way,  but,  as  is  usual  with  those  who  are 
wrong,  unwilling  to  retrace  our  steps,  we  nevertheless 
checked  our  horses  about  sun-setting,  to  consider  what 
might  be  the  most  eligible  course.  At  this  precise  pe- 
riod, we  happily  saw  emerging  from  the  wood,  no  airy 
sprite,  but,  what  was  rhuch  more  to  our  purpose,  a  good 
substantial  German-looking  woman,  leading  a  cow  laden 
with  a  bag  of  meal,  by  a  rope  halter.  Considering  this 
as  a  probable  indication  of  our  being  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  mill,  We  ventured  to  fiddress  our  inquiries  to 
the  dame,  who  in  a  language  curiously  compounded  of 
what  might  be  called  high  and  low  dutch,  with  a  spice 
of  English,  made  us  ultimately  comprehend  that  we 
were  not  much  above  a  mile  distant  from  Philip  Ginter's 
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mill,  and  as  there  was  but  one  road  before  us,  we  could 
not  readily  miss  our  way.    We  accordingly  proceeded, 
and  soon  reached  the  desired  spot,  where  wc  met  with 
a  hospitable  reception,  but  received  the  uncomfortable 
intelligence  that  we  were  considerably  out  of  our  intend- 
ed course,  and  should  be  obliged  to  traverse  a  mountain- 
ous district,  seldom  trodden  by  the  traveller's  foot,  to 
reach  our  destined  port  on  the  Lehigh,  then  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Lnnding,  but  since  dignified  with  the 
more  ctesica/ appellation  of  Lausanne.    We  were  kind- 
ly furnished  by  our  host  with  lodgings  in  the  mill,  which 
was  kept  going  all  night;  and  as  the  structure  was  not 
of  the  most  firm  and  compact  character,  wc  might  almost 
literally  be  said  to  have  been  rocked  to  sleep.  Howev- 
er, after  having  been  refreshed  with  a  night's  rest,  such 
as  it  was,  and  taking  breakfast  with  our  hospitable  land- 
lord, we  started  on  the  journey  of  the  day,  preceded  by 
Philip,  with  his  axe  on  his  shoulder,  an  implement  ne- 
cessary to  remove  the  obstructing  saplings  that  might 
impede  the  passage  of  our  horses,  if  not  of  ourselves; 
and  these  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  dismounting 
and  leading  through  the  bushes  and  briars  of  the  grown 
up  pathway,  if  pathway'  had  ever  really  existed. 

In  the  course  of  our  pilgrimage  we  reached  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Mauch-Chunk  Mountain,  the  present  site  of 
the  mine  or  rather  quarry  of  Anthracite  Coal;  at  that 
time  there  were  only  to  be  seen  three  or  four  small  pits, 
which  had  much  the  appearance  of  the  commencement  of 
rude  wells,  into  one  of  which  our  guide  descended  with 
great  ease,  and  threw  up^  some  pieces  of  coal  for  our 
examination;  after  whicbj  whilst  we  lingered  on  the 
spot,  contemplating  the  wildness  of  the  scene,  honest 
Philip  amused  us  w  itli  the  following  narrative  of  the  ori- 
ginal discovery  of  this,  most  valuable  of  minerals,  now 
promising,  from  its  general  diffusion,  so  much  of  wealth 
andcomfort  to  a  great  portion  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  said,  when  he  first  took  up  his  residence  in  that 
district  of  country,  he  built  for  himself  a  rough  cabin  in 
the  forest,  and  supported  his  family  by  the  proceeds  of 
his  rifle,  being  literally  a  himter  of  the  back-woods. — 
The  game  he  shot,  including"  bear  and  deer,  he  carried 
to  the  nearest  store,  and  exchanged  for  the  other  neces- 
saries of  life.  But,  at  the  particular  time  to  which  he 
then  alluded,  he  was  without  a  supply  of  food  for  his 
familj',  and  after  being  out  all  day  with  his  gun  in  quest 
of  it,  he  was  returning  towards  evening  over  the  Mauch- 
Chunk  mountain,  entirely  unsuccessful  and  dispirited, 
having  shot  nothing;  a  drizzling  rain  beginning  to  fall, 
and  the  dusky  night  approaching,  he  bent  his  course 
homeward,  considering  himself  as  one  of  the  moit  forsa- 
ken of  human  beings.  As  he  trod  slowly  over  the 
ground,  his  foot  stumbled  against  something  which,  by 
the  stroke,  was  driven  before  him;  observing  it  to  be 
black,  to  distinguish  which  there  was  just  light  enough 
remaining,  he  took  it  up,  and  as  he  had  often  listened 
to  the  traditions  of  the  country  of  the  existence  of  coal 
in  the  vicinity,  it  occurred  to  him  that  this  perhaps 
might  be  a  portion  of  that  ^'stone-coal"  of  which  he  had 
heard.  He  accordingl)'  carefullj'  took  it  with  him  to  his 
cabin,  and  the  next  day  carried  it  to  Col.  Jacob  Weiss, 
residing  at  what  was  then  known  b>  the  name  of  Fort 
Allen.  The  Colonel,  who  vi'as  alive  to  the  subject, 
brought  the  specimen  with  him  to  Philadelphia,  and 
submitted  it  to  the  inspection  of  John  Nicholson  and 
Michael  Hillegas,  Esqs.  and  Charles  Cist,  an  intelligent 
printer,  y,ho  ascertained  its  nature  and  qualities,  and  au- 
thorized the  Colonel  to  satisfy  Ginter  for  his  discovery, 
upon  his  pointing  out  the  precise  spot  where  he  fouiid 
the  coal.  This  was  done  by  acceding  to  Ginter's  propo- 
sal of  getting  through  the  forms  of  the  patent-oflRce  the 
title  for  a  small  tract  of  land  which  he  supposed  had 
never  been  taken  up,  comprising  a  mill-seat,  on  which 
he  afterwards  built  the  mill  which  afforded  us  the  lodg- 
ing of  the  preceding  night,  and  which  he  afterwards 
was  unhappily  deprived  of  by  the  claim  of  a  prior  sur- 
vey. 

Hillegas,  Cist,  Weiss,  and  some  others,  immediately 
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after,  (about  the  beg-inning  of  the  year  1792,)  formed 
themselves  into  what  was  called  the  "Teliigli  Coal  Mine 
Company,"  but  without  a  charter  of  incoi'poiation,  and 
took  up  about  8  or  10,000  acres  of,  till  tlien,  unlocated 
land,  includinf;-  the  Mauch-Chunk  mountain,  but  proba- 
bly never  worked  the  mine. 

It  remained  in  this  neg-lected  state,  being  only  used, 
by  the  blacksmiths  and  people,  in  the  immediate  vicini- 
ty, until  soniewliere  a])out  the  year  1806,  wlien  \Vm. 
Turnbull,  Esq,  hud  an  ark  constructed  at  Lausanne, 
which  brought  down  two  or  three  hundred  bushels. — 
This  was  sold  to  the  manager  of  the  Water-works  for 
the  use  of  th-e  Centre-Square  sieam-engine.  It  was 
there  tried  as  an  experiment,  but  ultimately  rejected  as 
umnanageable,  and  its  character  for  the  time  being  ifos- 
ied,  the  further  attempts  at  introducing  it  to  public  no- 
tice, in  this  way,  seemed  suspended. 

During-  the  last  war,  J.  Cist,  (the  son  of  the  printer,) 
Charles  Miner,  and  J.  A.  Chapman,  tempted  by  the 
high  price  of  bituminous  coal;  made  an  attempt  to  work 
the  mine,  and  probably  would  have  succeeded, -liad  not 
the  peace  reduced  the  price -of  the  article  too  low  for 
competition.  '  ■   ,         ■  . 

The  operations  and  success  of  the  present  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  must-be  well  known  to 
the  society;  the  writer  will  therefore  close  this  commu- 
nication by  stating,  that  he  commenced  burning  the  An- 
thracite Coal  in  the  winter  of  1804,  andhas  continued  its 
use  ever  since,  believing,  from  his  own  experience  of 
its  utility,  that  it  would  ultimately  become  the  general 
fuel  of  this,  as  well  as  some  other  cities,. 


'  Extract  from  a  communication  hy  ErsMne  Hazard. 

The  coal  on  the  Lehigli  was  accidentally  discovered 
in  the  year  \79\  by  a  luiuter,  who  obseiyed  it  adhering 
to  the  roots  of  a  tree  which- had  been  blown  down. 

Jn  1792  a  company  was  formed,  called  the  Lehigh 
Coal  Mine  Company,  who  took  up  a  large  body  ofiar.d 
contiguous  to  that-on  wliich  the  coal  had  been  found. — 
They  opened  the  mine  where  it  is  at  present  worked, 
made  a  very  rough  road  from  the  river  to  the  mine,  and 
attempted  to  bring  the  coal  in  aiks  to  the  citj-,  in  wliirh 
they  but  partially  succeeded  in  consequence  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  navig-atlon.  A  small  quantity  of  coal,  how- 
ever, reached  the  city;  but  the  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
proper  fixtures  for  its  use,  together  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  navigation,  caused  the  company  to  abandon  their 
undertaking.  Some  of  the  coal,  it  is  said,  w.as  tried  un- 
der the  boiler  of  the  engine  at  the  Centre  Square,  but 
only  served /o  put  the.  fire  o!/^,  and  the  remainder  was 
broken  up  and  spread  on  the  walks  in  place  of  gravel! 

The  legislature  were  early  aware  of  the  importance 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,  and  in  1771,  passed  a 
law  for  its  improvement.  Subsequent  laws  for  the  same 
object  were  enacted  in  1791 ,  1794,  1798, -1510,  1814, 
and  1816.  A  company  was  formed  under  one  of  them, 
which  expended  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dallars  in 
clearing  out  channels;  one  of  which  they  attempted  to 
make  throug-h  the  ledges  of  slate  which  extend  across 
the  river,  about  seven  miles  above  Allentown;  but  they 
fotind  tlie  slate  too  hard  to  pick,  and  too-shelly  to  blow; 
and  at  length  considered  it  an  Insuperable  obstacle  to  the 
completion  of  the  work,  and  relinquished  it. 

The  Coal  Mine  Company  in  the  meanwhile,  anxious 
to  have  their  property  brought  into  notice,  g-ave  leases 
of  their  mines  to  different  individuals  in  succession,  for 
periods  of  twenty-one,  fourteen,  and  ten  years,  adding 
to  the  last  the  privilege  of  taking  timber  from  their  lands' 
for  the  purpose  of  floating  the  coal  to  market.  Messrs. 
Cist,  Miner  and  Robinson,  who  had  the  last  lease,  stait- 
ed  several  arks,  only  three  of  which  reached  the  city, 
and  they  abandoned  their  business  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  1815. 

In  1812,  Messrs.  White  and  Hazard,  who  were 
then  manufacturing  wire  at  the  Falls  of  Schuyl- 
killi  induced  a  number  of  individuals  to  associate 


and  apply  to  the  legislature  for  a-Iaw  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river  Schu}  lkill,  The  coal  which  was  said 
to  be  on  the  head  waters  of  that  river,  was  held  up  as 
an  inducement  to  the  legishiture  to  make  the  grant, 
when  the  senator  from  Schuj  Ikill  county  asserted  that 
there  was  no  coal  there — that  there  was  a  kind  of 'black 
stone'  that  was  'called'  coal,  but  that  it 'would  not  burn! 

Tlieir  application  to  the  legislature  as  individuals  hav- 
ing-failed,  they  called  a  meeting-  of  those  interested  in 
that  navigatioji,  at  the  tavern,  corner  of  Fifth  and  Race 
streets,  where  Mr.  White  opened  the  business  of  the 
meeting  by  proposing  the  application  to  the  legislature 
for  a  charter  for  a  company  to  improve  the  Schuylkill 
for  a- slack-water  navig-ation  by  dams  and  locks.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  the  present  Schuylkill  Navi- 
gation Company,  which  was  incorporated  in  1815. 

During  the  war,  Vii-ginia  Coal  became  very  scarce, 
and  Messrs.  White  and  Hazard  having  been  told  by  Mr. 
Joshua  Malin,  that  he  had  succeeded  in  making  use  of 
Lehigh  coal  in  his  rolling- mill,  pjocured  a  cart-load  of  it, 
which  eostthefn  one  doUar  per  bushel.  'I'his  quantity 
was  entirely  "wasted  without  getting  up  the  requisite 
heat.  Another  cartload  was  however  obtained,  and  a 
whole  nig-ht  spent  in  endeavouring  to  make  a  fire  in  the 
furnace,  when  the  hands  shut  the  furnace  door  and  left 
the  inill  in  despair.-  Fortunately  one  of  them  left  his 
jacket  in  the  mill,-  and  returning  for  it  in  about  half  an 
hour,  noticed  that  the  door  was  red  hot,  and  upon  open- 
ing it,  was  surprised  at  finding-  the  whole  furnace  at  a 
glowing  white  heat.  The  other  hands  were  summoned, 
and  four  separate  parcels  of  iron  were  heated  and  roll- 
ed by  the  same  fire,  before  it  recjulred  renewiiig.  The 
furnace  was  then  replenished,  and  as  letting  it  alone  had 
succeeded  so  Well,  it  was  concluded  to  try  it  again,  and 
the  cxper'ment:  was  repeated  with  the  same  result. 

From  that  time  they  contiiuied  the  use  of  anthracite 
coal,  which  they  received  fi  om  Schuylkill  county  in 
waggons;  antl  occasionally  in  flats  by  the  freshets,  and 
fi'om  the  Lehigh,  in  one  of  Messrs.  Minel-  &  Co  's  arks. 
'  In  January,  1818,  Messrs.  White  and  Hazard,  joined 
by  Mr.  Hauto,  obtained  the  control  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
Mine  Company's  lands..  In  the  succeeding  March,  a 
law  was  obtained,  granting  to  them,  as  ivdividuals,  the 
power  and  privileges  on  the  Lehigh  usually  grant- 
ed to  navigation  companies,  with  only  the  additional 
privilege  of  trying  the  experiment  of  a  iiavigation  by 
means  of  artificial  freshets. 

In  Jul}'  following-,  the  Le]iigh.  Navigation  Company, 
and  in  October,  the-Leliigh  Coal  Company  were  form- 
ed, which  together  were-  the  foundation  of  the-  present 
Lehlg-h  Coal  Navigation  Company,  as  will  appear  by 
the  preamble  to  their  Charter,  passed  in  1822.  The 
improvement  of  the  Lehigh  was  cotpmenced  in  August, 
1818.  InT820,  onl}'  two  years  from  the  commence- 
ment; coal  was  sent  to  Philadelphia,  by  an  artificial  na, 
vigation,-  and  sold  at  $8  40  per  ton,  delivered. 

In  1821  and  1822,  the,  qtiantities  were  ,  so  much  in- 
creased, that  the  public  became  secure  of  a  supplj',  and 
its  own  good  qualities,  together  with  its  reasonable 
price,  gave  it  an  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing  de- 
mand.  At  this  period,  anthracite  coal  may  be  said  to  be 
permanently  introduced  into-use.  In  1824,  the  Lehigh 
Company  reduced  the  price  of  coal  to  $7,  at  which  it 
has  continued.  In  1825,  coal  first  came  to  Philadelphia 
by  the  improved  navigation  of  the  Schuylkill — (he  quan- 
tity was  5378  tons..  In  1826,  16,265  tons_  of  coal  were 
transported  on  the  Schuylkill,  and  31,280  tons  on  the 
Lehigh.  And  now,  Jariuary,  1827,  anthrncile  coal 
promises  to  become  the  largest  and  most  profitable 
staple- of  Pennsylvania. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jesse  Fell  dated 

Wiflisliarrc,  December  1st,  1826, 
The  late  Judg-e  Gore,  in  his  life  time,  informed  me, 
that  he  and  his  brother,  the  late  Captain  Daniel  Gore, 
(botli  being  blacksmiths,)  were  the  first  that  discovered 
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and  used  this  coal  in  their  blacksmith's  fires,  and  found 
it  to  answer  their  purpose  well.  Tlris  was  before  the 
revolutionary  war,  and.,  as  near  as  I  can  collect  informa- 
tion, about  the  year  IffO,  or  1771,  and^it  has  been  in 
use  fever  since,  hy  the  blacksmiths  of  the  place. 

In  the  year  1788,  I  used  it  in  nailery,  and  found  it  to 
be  profitable  in  that  business.  The  nails  made  with  it, 
~  would  neat  the  weight  of  the  rods,  and  frequently  a  bal- 
ance over.  But  it  was  the  opinion  of  t-hose  that  worked 
it  in  their  furnaces,  tli^t  it  woiiUl  not  do  for  fuel,  because 
when  a  small  parcel  wasleft  on  thelrfires  and  not  blowii, 
it  would  go  out.  Nothwitlistanding  this  opinion  prevail- 
ed, 1  had,  foi-  some  tlraCi  entertained  tlie  idea  that  if  a 
-sufficient  body  of  it  was  ig-nited,  it  would  burn.  Accor- 
ding-ly,  in  the  month  of  l^'ebriiary,  18Q8,  I  procured  a 
grate,  made  of  small  iron  rods,  ten  inches  in  depth  and 
ten  inches  in  height,  and  set  it  up  in  my  common-room 
fire-place,  and  on  first  ligliting  If  found  it  to  burn  excel- 
lently well.  Tin's  was  the  first  successful  attempt  to 
burn  owr  stone-coal  in  a  grate,  so, far  as  my  knowledg'e 
extends.  On  its  being  put  in  o])era(ion,  my  neighbors 
flocked  to  see  the  novelty;  but  many  would  not  believe 
the  fact  until  convinced  by  ocular  demonstration.  SuCh 
was  the  effect  of  this  pleasing  discover}',  that  in  a  few 
days  there  were  a  number  of  grates- put  in  operation, 

'      '  ItEPOET  m  THE 
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OF  THE  B-Oll-firEB^r  XIBSIITIE3  AjrD  KEXSI^TGTOWr 

In  May  1S28,  a  building  was  purchased  from  the 
Kensington  So.ciety  in  Rose  street,  W-est  Kensing- 
ton, for  60  dollars,  with  a  lease  on  the-lot  for  five 
years,  payino-  25  cents  per  year,  fr6m  our  benevo- 
lent friend  Roberts  Vaux — -a  class-room  and  slied 
were  built,  and  a  school  established -on  the  18th  day 
of  the  same  month.  In  June'a  building  was  pur-- 
chased  for  75  dollars  and  removed  to  a  lot  near,  in 
Marlborough  street.  East  Kensington,  with  a  lease 
of  five  years,  pajnng  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  -fifty 
cents  per  annum — a  class-room  and  shed  were  built 
and  a  school  commenced  6n  the  30th  day.'  In  Ap- 
ple St.  Northern  Libertres,  a  room  was  rented  for 
^15  per  annum  and  a  school  opened  on  the  same 
day.  On  the  16th  of  February  the  fourth  school 
was  established  in  Spring  Garden. jn  a  roo-m  rented 
for  ^40  a  year  near  Mr,  Sears'  church.  From  the 
small  beginning  of  twenty  one  scholars 'their  num- 
ber  has  rapidly  increased  to  six  h'un'dred  and'  f&r- 
ty  nine,  who  are  under  daily  instruction".  Rose 
St.  school  (No  l,)has  two  hundred,  Apple  st.  (No. 
2,)  one  hundred  and  twelve;  Marlborough  (No.  3) 
one  hundred  and  eighty  eight'and  Spring  Garden 
(No.  4)  one  hundrFd  and  forty  nine..  We  have  now 
in  employ  eigh.t  teachers,  four  principals  at  160 
dolls,  a  year,  and  four  assistants  at  75  dollars  per 
annum.  During  the -lapse  of  the  year  not .  a  single 
circumstar.ee  hasoccurred  to  discourage  their  most 
exalted  hopes  or  in  the  least  abate  the  ardour  of 
their  zeal.  Tlie  attendance  of  -the  children  has 
been  remarkable  and  only  prevented  by  sickness 
or  severity  of  weather:  the  increase  of  number  has 
been  rapid  and  the  prospects  highly  encoui-aging: 
many  of  the  opposers  of  this  society  are  now  its 
friends  and  supporters.  Our  number  of  subscri- 
bers, now  amounts  to  520.  ■ 

In  all  our  expenditures  the  greatest  economy  1ms 
been  observed;  as  maybe  seen  in  our  Treasurer's 
report,  that  our  expenses  have. not  exceeded  1092 
dollars  after  the  nece^ary  fixtures  of  four  rooms, 
salaries  of  eight  teachers,  purchase  of -two  build- 
ings, two  class  rooms,  two  sheds  and  three  fences 
put  up.  Enjoying  decidedly  the  patronage  of  God, 
this  society  has  peculiar  claims  to  the  countenance 
and  co-operation  of  men;  and  no  doubt  its  claims 


will  be  extensively  acknowledged.  Though  this 
board  claims  not  to  rank  the  highest  in  the  scale 
of  christian  charity  tliey  do  claim  that  it  holds  a 
place  distinct  among  the  interesting  institutions  of 
this  age.  Infant  schools  are  adm'~itted  to  an  honour- 
able rank,  their  cause  is  upheld  by  the  noble,  and 
the  great;  in  England  more  than  six  hundred  have 
been  established  the  pastycar  under  the  patronage 
of  the  King  and  subject's.,  of  all  classes.  If  from 
the  young  the  church  is  to  look  chiefly  for  its  in- 
crease, then  is  your  society  consulting  the  best  inte- 
rests  of  the  church  and  deserves  the  countenance 
of  all  who  can  say  to  Zion,  "Peace  be  within  thy 
walls  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces."  If  the 
experience  of  the.civilized  world  demonstrates  that 
the  character  of  the  man  -is  built  on  the  principles 
instilled  into  the  mind  of  the  child,  then  is  this  soci- 
ety, with  other  causes,  laying  the  foundation  of  onv 
nation's  prosperity. 

Though  the  importance  of  this  institution  is  u-n-- 
-  measureably  great,  the  advantages  of  the  infant- 
system  are  but  partially  considered  by  those  who- 
confine. their  views  to  the  benefit  which  it  imparts 
in  the  school  i-oom  alone;  in  many  instances  relig- 
•ious  truth  has  found  entrance  into  families  and 
hearts,  to  which  access.pould.be  gained  by  no  other 
means.  The  instruction  received  in  the  school  room 
has  been  carried  home;  many  of  the  parents  have 
acknowledged  the  reproofs  of  their.little  ones,  and 
expressed  astonishment  to  hear  their  infant  voices 
raised  in  tlfe  praises  of  their  Maker. 

Many  interesting  circumstances  have  occurred 
that  we  might  relate-.. 

The  Board,  in  div,esting  th.eipselves  as  far  as 
they  are  able,  of  any-iiHdue  partiality,  for- this  soci- 
ety, sefe  in- it  an  engine  which,  when  put  into  full 
operation,  will  work  with  great  and  unexampled, 
power.  We  cannot  believe  that  a  generous  and- 
christian  public  will  suffer  this  society  to  languish 
through  want  of  support.  We  trust  men,  who  love 
their  country;  and  christians,  to  whom  the  welfare 
of  souls  is  dear,  will  encourage  us  with  their  eontri- 
butiotvs.  And  though  this  shoot  was  planted  but 
last  year,  we  do  expect  to  see  It  spread  over  all  this, 
region,  its'operations  keep  pace  with  every  in-- 
crease  of  our  population,  and  l)e  the  means  of  train- 
ing np;  a  virtuous  people.  That  person  must  be 
blind  with,  the  love  of  error  -who  cannot  see  an  im- 
proi-ement  in  the  next  race  of  men,  and  that  chil- 
dren's children  shall  improve  on  their  example,  till' 
generation  after  generation,  rising  up  to  praise  the 
Lord,  the  earth  shall  at  length  be  full  of  his  glory. 
Wherefore  beloved  brethren,  let  us  be  steadfast, 
unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forasmuch  as  we  know  that  our  labour  is  not 
in'vain  in  the  Lord. 

TiiEAsuREH's  Repoht. 

Catharine  Singer,  in  account  with  the  Infant  School 
Society  of  the N'orthtrnLiberties  i3' Kensington.  ^ 
1828,  Dr, 
MaylS.  To  cash  received  atthe  aimual  meet- 
ing this  day,  from  Secretary      ^302  42 
Do.  subscriotions  and  donations 

during  the  past  year  613  15- 

Do.  from  the  Male  education  soci- 
etv  of  N,  Liberties  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  John  Lowry  10  00 
Do,  tuition  received,  during  the 

past  year  165  19  , 

Do.  fines  from  the  managers  1  25- 
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1828.  Cr. 

June  2.  By  cash  paid  for  the  school  house 

in  Rose  st.  ^60  00 
Do.  for  the  building  in  Marlboro' 

-    .".  ,'        street  75  00 
... ;    Do.  sundry  orders  to  the  teachers 

.  ,1-  during  the  past  year.  474  33 
■       Do.  sundry  orders  for  lumber,  car- 

'          penter's  work,  fuel  &c.  460  72 

■         Balance  21  96 


gl092  01 


1829.  ■  ■     ■•  • 

April  20.  To  balance  in  the  hands  o£  the 

Treasurer  this  day  g21  96 

Errors  excepted, 
Philadelphia.  Catharine  Singer. 


Mstrad  of  the  returns  made  to  the  Mudilor  General's  of- 
Jiee,  h;/  the  inspectors  of  hark,  Jhur,  salted  provisions, 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  butter  arid  lard,  for  the  year 
1828. 

Bark. — William  Fitler,  inspector. 
\  4183  hogsheads  - 

■  55  tierces  ■•    .  ■    .r  .  :_, 

227  barrels  '■'  '  ■  '  : 

2569'  tons,  lOcwt.  5  I'os:  '      "  _ 
Aitiount  of  fees,  §4913  48;  expenses  §1743  99;  nett 
proceeds,  ?3169  49. 

Flour. — John  Humes,  inspector.  . 
.    .  -    314,799  barrels  wlieat  flour        '    ."  ~"  ■ 
■"  ■  ;    ■  '        33,616  half  brls.  wheat  flour-       ■  ' 
.  29,390  brls.  rye  flour  _ 

^    ,.  ^;    '■"        8,832  hhds.  corn  meal       '  -  ' 
•  45,436  brls.  corn  meal  '  _ 

'   :  1,905  brls.  middlings 

Amount  of  fees,  $4428  00;  expenses,  $1675-97}  nett 
proceeds,  §2753  03. 

SALTiiD  PnovisioNs. — David  Glnther,  inspector. 
10,427  brls.  pork 
.     ■  28  half  brls.  pork  . 

-  '     ...  5,454  brls.  beef  ■■  Z 

.    •■  ■  ■     503  half  brls.  beef 

55  brls.  herrings  ' 
Amount  of  fees,  §1317  36;  expenses,  §549  04;  nett 
proceeds,  §768  32. 

Domestic  Distilled  Spihits. — Ch.Souders,  inspector. 
8866  hogsheads 
-  .  .      ,  ■    4079  barrels 

150  half  brls.  and  under 
Amount  of  fees,  §2022;  expenses,  $450;  nett  pro- 
ceed?, §1572. 

Do.  do.  Bela  Badger,  inspector.. 

2784  hogsheads  ,  .    .- - 

■    ■  :•,  197  tierces  ', 

,'         21,178  barrels 

184  half  barrels  and  under 
Amount  of  fees,  ^3042  87^;  expenses,  §974  09;  nett 
proceeds,  §2068  78J.  .         '  - 

Butter  Sc  Lard.— Joseph  Reynolds,  inspector. 
15,619  kegs  and  tubii  buUcr 
25,326  kegs  and  canisters  hogs  lard 
Amount  of  fees,  §1637  80;  expenses,  §831  10;  nett 
proceeds,  §806  70.  -  • 


DoTLESTowN,  (Bucks  county. )  April  27. 
The  past  winter  has  been  one  of  great  severity,  prob- 
ably more  intensely  cold  than  has  been  experienced  by 
sortie  of  our  oldest  inhabitants,  sufficiently  so  we  think 
to  explode  the  idea  that  our  seasons  were  undergoing  a 
chang-e,  and  that  our  clear  frosty  winters  would  give 
place  to  more  broken  and  rainy  weather.  The  month 
of  March  was  cold  and  cheerless,  and  more  like  weath- 
er we  were  accustomed  to  experience  in  February.  A- 


pril  is  nearly  spent  and  we  haye  had  but  few  mild  spring 
days.  Until  last  week  not  a  blossom  of  the  Apricot  or 
Peach,  and  but  very  few  flowers  were  visible.  Our 
fields  and  forests  are  just  beginning  to  assume  the  live- 
ry of  returnirig  vegetation  and  a  few  fine  (lays  will 
cause  spring  to  burst  upon  us  in  all  her  wonted  loveli- 
ness and  beauty. 

As  far  as  we  can  learn,  the  severe  weather  has  not 
proved  as  injurious  to  winter  grain  as  the  fears  of  many 
of  our  farmers  led  us  to  suppose.  The  Wheat  and  Rye 
generally  look  well  in  this  county,  so  far  as  our  knowl- 
edg'c  extends,  excepting  on  lands  of  a  spongy  nature, 
which  is  alwa3's  liable  to  seiious  injury  in  seasons  like 
the  past.  Our  Farmers  are  fondly  anticipating-  a  prolific 
seasgn,  and  we  hope  their  prospects  may  not  be  blast- 
ed by  any  untoward,  events. — Int. 


.  ■  LxwisTOWN,  Penh.  ■ 
Mai/  2. — -It  is  stated  that  shad  are  caught  in  much 
greater  abundance,  below  the  dam  at  North's  Island;  in 
the  Juniata,  than  hfis  ever  been  known  at  any  previous 
time.  It  is  supposed  that  the  dam  in  the  Susquehanna, 
immediately  above  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata,  has  the  ef- 
fect of  directing  their  course  up  the  .lunlata.  The  dam 
at  North's  Island  retards  their  further  passage,  and  the 
consequence  is,  that  the  people  further  up  the  Juniata, 
are  deprived  of  the  luxury  of  fresh  shad,  which  so  abun- 
dantly falls  to  the  lot  of  their  nclglibors,  a  few  miles 
lower  down.  But  we  must  be  content  with  these  little 
deprivations,  by  the  promise  of  the  immense  advanta- 
ges, which  are  to  accrue  to  the  country  from  the  canal. 
—Mifflin  Eagle. 


■  .    ''        '   Bloomfield,  Penk.       '  '       ~  , 
There  are  now  29  dwelling  house',  21  shops  and  of-' 
fices,  a  Court  House  and  Jail,  besides  other  out  houses, 
in  this  town.    There  are  4  stores,  5  taverns,  1  printing 
offlce,  2  shoemaker  shops.  2  taylor  sliops,  1  saddler,  4 
cabinet-makers,  1  hatter,  1  tinner,  2  blacksmith  shops, ' 
2  tanneries,  2  or  3  carpenters,  more  than  half  a  dozen  - 
lawyers, and  half  as  many  doctors.  The  population  of  the 
town  is  about  220.    Little  more  than  four  years  ago,  ' 
the  site  upon  which  the'  town  stands  was  an  inclosed 
cloverrfield  without  a  solitary  building  upon  it.  Perry 
Forrester.   

The  individual  who  so  kindly  exhibited  the  Commu- 
nion plate  of  Christ  Churcli,  called  on  us  the  other  day 
to  statfe  that  we  had  omitted,  in  ovu-  enumeration  of  the 
articles,  the  Baptismal  Basin,  which  has  seen  much  ser- . 
vice  in  the  last  century  and  which  also  was  the  gift  of 
Colonel  Robert  Quariy,    It  is  kept  at  the  church  l  eady 
for  ser\  ice;  the  next  generation  may  have  the  pleasure 
of  being  sprinkled  out  of  the   vessel  which  was  used 
for  the  same  purpose  for  their  greatgrandfathers.  Mr' 
Bringhurst,  and  his  coadjutors,  of  the  Vestry,  have  re-" 
cently  brought  into  order  and  catalogued  a  very  valua-' 
ble  hbrary  which  has  laid  almost  useless  for  many 
years.    A  neat  room  in  the  Church  has  been  fitted  up," 
and  the  members  will  probably  have  access  to  this  col- 
lection, which  consists  of  rare  old  books  of  standard 
merit;  many  of  them  curious  from  their  antiquity,  as 
well  as  their  conte  nts.    We  remarked  among  the  num- 
ber, Barclay's  Apology.    This  Church  seems  eai-Iy  to-, 
have  attracted  the   attention  of  the  well-wishers  of'- 
Christianity  in  England;  there  is  extant  a  warrant  from ' 
Queen  Anne  for  501,  to  her  agent,  to  be  paid  to  the! 
trustees  out  of  the  tobacco  duties  of  the  province.  It 
forms  a  curious  item  too;  in  its  history,  that  the  whole 
lot  extending  100  feet  on  Second  st.  was  purchased  of 
the  Jones  family,  tlirough  their  agent  Joshua  Carpenter,  ^ 
a  Friend,  for  the  sum  of  "1501,  current  money  of  the 
Province. — Saturday  Bulletin. 


The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  last  month  as  indicated 
by  the  rain  guage  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital^ 
was  4.99  inches.      ,  .    .-.  . 
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'^■"V  ^'     Gmf.  Lacey  TO  CouktciiiT 

Camp,  Warwick,  Fcb.  ''2,  1778. 
Sin — My  streng-th  is  reduced  so  low  that  I  am  under 
tJie  necessity  of  collecting  the  small  remains  into  one 
body,  as  it  is  impossible  to  do  any  service  in  the  weak 
and  scattered  condition  in  which  I  had  tliem  posted. — 
Two-thirds  of  their  time  was  taken  up  in  hunting-  provi- 
sions, which  the  detached  |5arties  had  always  to  procure 
for  themselves^  being-  at  too  g'reat  a  distance  to  be  sup- 
plied by  tlie  Commissary.  -  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  re- 
turn of  my  numbers;  showing-  also  svhen  their^times  ex- 
pire. None  of  the  classes,  either  from  Northam])ton, 
Cumberland,  York,  or  Northumberland,  have  yet  arri- 
ved at  camp;  and  I  am  assured  by  several  people  from 
Northampton,  that  tjie  Lieutenants  of  that  County  have 
i),o.t  received  their  instructions  for  calling- them  out — 
which  induces  me  to  believe  the  orders  from  your  Ex- 
cellency have  been  miscarried. 

Two  horsemen  only  have  joined  me  from  Philadei- 
phia  and  Bucks;  though  I  hear  more  are  making-  ready. 

The  enemy  have  made  several  mana:uvres  as  if  they 
were  coming  out  with  large  foraging  parties;  but, have 
advanced  no  further  than  Frankford.  ,  Seven  desei'ters 
from  them  came  to  me  last  week — two  Hessians,  and 
five  British  soldiers.  I  have  appointed  Lieut.  David 
Forst,,my  Brigade  Major,  and  beg  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  forward  him  a  commission  by  the  bearer.  • 
I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,,  .  ' 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  LACEY. 

To  the  President  of  Council.  .  .  .  :      \  .  . 

^  .IN  COUNCIL.-  /:         " , 

Lancxis/er,  Feb.  6,  1778. 

Sir — T  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  wliich 
enclosed  a  return  of  .the  militia  under  your  command, 
and  i  am  sorry  to  find  the  number  so  small.  I  however 
hope  you  will  shortly  be  reinforced  so  considerably  as 
to  make  your  corps  formidable;  and  enable  you  to  ren- 
der service  to  your  country  by  preventing-  the  enemy 
doing  injury  to  the  inhabitants,  unless  they  come  out  in 
force.  ' 

It  would  be  well  for  yoii  to  write  to  the  issuing  Com- 
missary to  furnish  you  with  provisions  regularly,  so  that 
your  men  may  be  employed  more  advantageously  than 
in  collecting  them;  for,  notwithstanding  the  trouble  or 
ijiconveniency,  of  furnishing  the  scouting  parties  there- 
with, 3'et  it  should  be  done  if  possible — for  if  it  is  left  to 
themselves  to  procure,  I  am  much  afraid  irregularities 
will  be  committed,  and  complaints  exhibited  by  the  in- 
habitants, that  may  employ  more,  of  your  time  to  recti- 
fy, than  you  will  find  leisure  for. 

Brigade  Majors  are  not  furnished  with  commissions. 
It  is  customary,  I  believe,  to  establish  their  rank  by  sig- 
nifying it  in  general  orders. 

The  paymasters  of  each  county  have  generally  paid 
the  men  for  their  rations  of  liquor,  as  it  is  not  possible 
for  us  to  furnish  it.  I  hope  the  Assembly  at  their  next 
sitting  will  put  a  stop  to  a  practice  so  expensive,  and  on 
many  accounts,  very  injurious. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,- 

VoL.  III.  39 


Yot,ir  very  humble  servant, 
.:  ;    THOS.  WHARTON,  jr.  President. 

Brig.  Gen.JoHN  LACEr,jr.  .  ,        .  .        .'   .  , 

Gi'.ir.  Washington" TO  GE>r.  Lacet.  •    -  . 
^         Head-Qua>-te>:%m.  Feb.  1778. 

Sin — The  communication  between  the  city  and  coun- 
try, in  spite  of  evei-y  thing  hitherto  done,  still  continu- 
ing, and  threatening  the  most  pernicious  consequences; 
I  am  induced  to  beg  you  will  exert  every  possible  expe- 
dient to  pitt  a  stop  to  it.  In  order  to  this,  to  excite  tlie 
zeal  of  the  militia  underyour  command,  and  make  them 
nioi-e  active  in  their  duty,  I  would  have  yon  let  every 
thing  actually  taken  from  persons  going  into  and  com- 
ing out  of  the  city,  redound  to.  the  benefit  of  the  parties 
who  take  them.  At  the  same  time  it  will  be  necessary 
to  use  great  precaution  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  this 
privilege;  since  it  may  otherwise  be  made  a  pre- 
text for  plundering  the  innocent  inhabitants.  One 
method  to  prevent  this  %yill  be,  to  let  no  fi)rfellures  take  ^. 
place,  but  under  the  eye,  and  with  the  concurrence  of 
some  commissioned  officer.  , 

Any  horses  captured  in  this  manner,  fit  for  the  public 
service,  either  as  lig'^t  or  draught  horses,  must  be  sejit 
to  camp,  to.  the  Quai-ter-m;>ster  General,  \yho  will 
be  directed  to  pay  the  value  of  them  to  the  captors. 
-I  cannot  but  think  your  present,  position  is  at  too 
great  a  distance  from  the  city,  and  puts  it  in  the  power 
of  the  disaffected  very  easily  to  elude  your  guards,  and 
carry  on  their  injurious  commerce  at  pleasure;  I  would 
recommend  to  you  to  remove  to  some  nearer  post,  and 
not  to  depend  upon  fixed  guards;  but  to  keep  out  con- 
tinual scouts  and  patroles,  as  near  the  city  as  possible — 
to  ramble  through  the  woods  and  bye-ways,  as  well  as 
the  great  roads.  The  strictest  orders  should  be  given 
to  the  parties;  even,  when  nccessai-y,  and  the  intention 
is  evident, to  fire  upon  those  gangs  of  mercenai-y  wretch- 
es vvho  make  a  practise  of  resorting  to  the  city  with 
marketing-. 

I  am  informed  a  considerable  re-inforcemcnt  is  com- 
ing-  to  your  aid. 

-,  .  ,-.  •  •  I  am,  sir, 

.  ..  :.■  •  Yotrrmo:  hum:  servt.  ' 

GEO.  AVASHINGTON.  0 
To  Brigadier  General  Lacet,        ^  '■  !  ' 

near  the  Cross-roads,  Bucks  CO.  5  '  -'T, 

Ges.  Lacet  to  CtjONCiL. 

WarwicJt,  Buchs,  Feb.  15,  1778. 

Sin — My  force  is  at  last  reduced  to  almost  a  cypher. 
Only  sixty  remain  fit  for  duty  in  camp.  With  this  num- 
ber, you  m^st  of  covn-se  suppose  we  are  in  no  wise  ca- 
pable of  guarding-  so  extensive  a  country  as  this;  nor 
even  safe  in  our  camp,  as  our  number  will  not  afford  a 
sufficient  picquet  and  scout  for  our  protection.  I  hear 
some  troops,  from  Cumberland  county,  are  on  their  way 
to  join  me.  Six  or  seven,  who  out-travelled  the  rest, 
arrived  in  camp  last  night. 

A  party  of  Light  Hoi-se  came  up  as  far  as  Butler's 
tavern,  on  the  old  York  road,  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  the  night  of  the  13th  inst.  took  Mr.  But- 
ler, and  thence  struck  across  the  country  to  Major 
Wright's  tavern,  near  White  Marsh — took  the  Major, 
with  some  others,  prisoners,  and  retired  to  the  city.- 
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Yesterday  another  party  of  Foot  and  Horse  advanced  up 
the  Newtown  road  as  far  as  Smitlifield,  and  took,  it  is 
repotted,  near  forty  prisoners — the.  Collectors  and  Mili- 
tia officers.    I  hear  they  are  yet  in  the  neighboi-liood. 
I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obd't  humble  servant, 

J.  LACEY. 

To  the  President  of  Gouncll. 

Extract  of  a  letteii  Fnoii  Gek.  Washikgton  to 
Gex.  Lacet, 

"Head-Quartern,  \Wi  Feb.  \77S. 
"Sill — I  have  yours  of  the  11th,  informing-  me  of  the 
reduced  state  of  your  militia.  I  have  wrote  to  the  Pres- 
ident on  the  subject,  and  have  let  him  know  that  unless 
the  number  of  men  (one  thousand)  which  Gen.  Arm- 
strong promised  should  be  kept  up,  are  regularly  and 
constantly  in  the  field,  it  will  be  impossible  to  cover 
the  country  on  the  other  side  of  Schuylkill."  ' 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Geit.  WASHurcfTosr. 

Camp,  Warwick,  Bucks,  Feb.  18,  1778. 
Sin — I  received  your  favor  of  the  Blh  inst.  I  am  well 
apprized  of  the  intercourse  kept  up  between  the  coun- 
try and  city;_  but  my  strengtlvhitherto  has  been  such  as 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  My 
numbers  beg-in  to  increase;  and  I  expect  in  a  few  days  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  encamp  nearer  the  city.  At  present 
I  have,  out  of  about  six  hundred  men,  but  one  liundred 
and  forty  that  are  armed.  I  expect  arms  to  arrive  to- 
morrow sufficient  to  complete  the  whole;  wheivl  assure 
your  Excellency  every  measure  shall  be  taken.  In  my 
power,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  intercoui-se  with  the  city. — 
The  enemy  comes  out  every  iiight,  and  returns  next 
morning.  A  large  party  of  their  horse  cjime  up  last 
night,  and  took  Major  Murray  prisoner.  They  also  took 
the  greatest  part  of  his  men,  with  all  the  cloth'in  his  pos- 
session, and  all  that  was  left  at  the  Fulling-mill.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  enemy  belngat  Newtown, 
I  marched  what  men  I  had  armed  toward  that  place;  birt 
soon  found  .they  had  left.  In  order  to  cover  that  party 
of  the  enemy  which  came  to  Newtown,  they  had  de- 
tached large  parties  up  the  old  York  road,  the  road  to 
Vancort'.s,  and  the  Smithfield  road.  They  have  seized 
and  taken  in  with  them  numbers  of  the  inhabitants.  1 
am  informed  they  have  repaired  Morris'  mill,  (one  which 
was  dismantled,)  and  are  now  using  it. 

I  remain,  &.c. 

J.  lacey: 

His  Excellency  Gen,  Washikotoit. 

Geli.  Washington  to  Gen.  Lacey, 
Head  Quarters  Valley  Forge,  Feb,.  2rst.l778. 
Sir,  I  received  your  favours  of  the  19  &.  20th  inst.*  With 
respect  to  the  three  men  yon  mentioned  to  have  tak^n, 
when  going  to  Philadelphia,  I  v.  isli  you  to  examine 
them  and  the  witnesses  on  the  subject,  and  to  punish 
them  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deserve.  If  there 
are  any  of  them  who  appear  to  be  great  offenders,  and 
to  be  proper  objects  for  capital  punisiiment,  you  will 
send  them  to  head  quarters,  with  tlie  witnesses,  that 
they  may  be  tried  by  a  general  court  martial  here.  I 
am  informed  there  still  remains  a  considerable'  quantity 
of  Hay  at  Potn/-wo-PMW,iiotwithstanding  the  large  sup- 
plies the  enemy  have  obtained  from  thence.  This,  it 
Is  more  than  probable  they  will  attempt  to  get-away  be- 
foi'e  it  be  long,  since  all  accounts  agree  that  the  foraire 
they  collected  heretofore  is  nearly  expended.  As  it  is 
of  infinite  importance  to  distress  them  in  this  article,  and 
prevent  them  [from]  obtaining  further  supplies,  I  must 
request  that  you, will  devise  some  method  immediately 
for  destroying  all  the  hay  at  the  place  1  have  mentioned. 
The  business  should  be  conducted  with  great  address 
and  secrecy,  and  suddenly  by  an  active  party,  under  ac- 


tive and  enterprising  officers — If  this  is  not  the  case,  or 
tire  design  should  be  previ(jusly  talked  of,  or  communi- 
cated, it  is  almost  certain  that  the  enemy  will  be  inform- 
ed of  it;  and  will  not  only  find  means  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  plan,  but  will  take  measures  to  cut  off 
the  party.  The  situation  of  the  place  is  some  what  pe- 
'culiar  and  difficult.  This  is  an  additional  motive  for  se- 
crecy, and  the  greatest  activity.  If  the  party  could  go 
on  one  way,  and  come  off  another,  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble; and  it  appears  to  me  if  they  could  return  *  * 
ChiaiusinM.S  J  *       «-     *       *       *  ■ 

their  retreat  would  be  the  move  secure.  Guides  in 
Avhom  jou  have  the  strictest  confidence  should  be  pro- 
vided, if  the  officers  appointed  to  command  the  party 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  routes  themselves:  But  in 
proc  uring  them,  if  they  are  necessary,  you  must  use 
much  caution  and  management. 

I  am  Sir, 

•  Your  most  obedt.  servant. 
Brig  Gen.  Lacet,  7  GEO.  WASHINGTON, 

iu  Bucks  County.    >  .  ^ 

P.  S.  If  there  is  any  hay  towards  Dunk's  Ferry,  or  any 
where  else,  which  you  suppose  will  be  in  the  reach  of 
the  enemy,  that  should  be  destroyed  also,  ifyou  cannot 
remove  ir. 

■  Gen.  Washinglonio  Gen  Lacey. 
Head  Quartef.%  Valley  Forge,  2d  March,  1778. 
Sir,  I  yesterday  recieved  yours  of  the  27th  Feby.  f— 
I  had  heard  of  the'  loss  of  the  cattle  before  it  came  to 
hand;  and  f  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  loss  is  imputed  to 
your  having  refused  to  let  the  drovers  have  a  guard, 
when  they'applied  for  one.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
whether  it  is  so;  and  if  true,  what  could  be  your  reason 
for  refusing. 

I  desh-e  you  to  send  a  party  of  150men^under  a  good  of- 
ficer, well  armed  and  completed  with  amunition,  to  Bar- 
tholomew's Thvern  on  Wednesday  next  at  11'  o'clock  in 
:  the  morning.  The  officer  will  ineet  a  party  there  at 
that  time  from  this  camp,  and  will  then  receive  his  or- 
ders. As  a  very  particular  piece  of  service  is  to  be  execut- 
ed,! beg  that  the  party  maybe  punctual  to  the  time,  and 
not  fail  upon  any  pretence  whatever. 

You  ai-e  constantly  to  make,  me  weekly  returns  of 
your  numbers,  and.  where  your  parties  are  posted,that  I 
may  know  how  to  dii-ect  the  route  of  any  parties  sent 
from  this  army. 

I  don't  well  know  what  to  do  with  the  great  numbers 
of  people  taken  going  into  Phlladelpliia.  I  have  pun- 
ished several  very  severely,  fined  others  heavily,  and 
some  are  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  during  the  war. — 
If  the  state  would  take  them  in  liand,  and  deal  properly 
with  them,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to 
inflict  military  punishment  upon  them.  The  evidences 
seldom  appear  against  those  guilty  of  small  crimes,  an(J 
then  they  escape.  If  you  think  that  the  state  will  re- 
ceive those  persons  that  you  have  taken,  I  am  willing 
that  they  should  be  given  up  to  them,  either  to  be  pun- 
ished as  criminals,  or  kept  to  be  exchanged  for  those  inr 
habitants  lately,  taken  away  from  their  families. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  serv't. 
To  B ng.  Gen.  Lacet,  .     >    GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
Ci-oss  roads,  Bucks  County  3 

P.S,~Jf  either  or  any  of  the  persons  now  in  your  cus- 
tody are  such  that  you  think  are  proper  to  m.ake  exam- 
ples of,  and  5  Gu  have  sufficient  evidence  to  convict' 
tliem,  send  them  over  to  me,  and  I  will  have  them  im- 
mediately tried  by  a  court  fnarlial. 

Ges.  Lacet  to  Gen.  'Washingtdn. 

Camp,  Crooked  Billet,  March  3d,  1778. ' 
Sir,  I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  2d  inst. 
at  seven  o'clock  this  evening.    It  is  true  I  refused  the 
drover  a  guard  for  the  cattle;  and  the  rcaspn  was  on  ac- 


*  Both  missing. 


--j-  Missing. 
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count  of  the  smallness  of  my  numbei's.  Although  four 
hundred  troops  were  nc  vvly  arrived  from  Cumberland 
and  York  counties,  only  100  of  them  at  that  time  had  re- 
ceived any  arms:  and  nearly  half  of  those  were  without 
flints.  About  fifty  of  the  Chester  county  militia  made 
up  my  whole  force?  and  the  times  of  those  fifty  expired 
the  evening  the  appMcation  was  made — and  next  morn- 
ing-the  arms  were  delivered  up.  I  advised  the  drover 
to  take  a  course  further-back  in  the  country,  where  I 
concluded  they  might  pass  without  danger.  In  the 
condition  I  was  in,  I  was  not  able  to  furnish  the  guards 
and  patroles  sufficient  for  the  safety  of  my  own'campr 
nevertheless  had  I  suspected  the  least  danger,  I  sliould 
have  sent  what  men  I  had  equipped  with  them. 

When  the  former  classes  were  discharged,  the^arms 
were  sent  to  Allentown  to  be  repaired.  Tliose  men  new- 
ly arrived  came  without  arms;  and  it  was  some  time  be- 
fore we  could  by  any  means  get  them  back,  for  the 
want  of  waggons.  I  have  near  forty  men  in  camp  un- 
armed at  this  time.  The  flints  did  not  arrive  until  last 
night. 

I  am  very  badly  off  for  provisions.  The  men  have 
been  many  days  without  any;  and  at  this  time  1  have  not 
two  day's  allowance  in  camp. 

Proof  is  very  hard  to  find  against  those  taken  on  the 
road  going  to  market,  sufficientfor  their  conviction,  un- 
less what  marketing  they  have  in  their  possession  will 
be  sufficient.  One  of  the  prisoners,  is  charged  with 
passing  counterfeit  money,  as  well  as  carrying  on  a 
trade  with  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  I  can  collect  the 
evidence,  1  will  send  him  over  for  trial. 

•  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 
'  J.  LACEY. 

His  Excellency  ') 

Gex.  Washington.  $       '  ■      ~       ■■  : 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Gen.  Armstrong^ 

Camp,  Crooked  Billet,  March  4th  1778. 
Dear  General,  Little  did  I  expect  to  take  the  field  so 
soon,  when  I  saw  you  last;  neither  did  !  expect  so  much 
trouble  was  allotted  to  me,  as  I  have  found  since  I  have 
had  the  command.  I  do  not  mean  hard  fatigues  of  body; 
for  thiit,  where  things  go  on  smoothly,  I  pride  in — but 
it  is  the  incessant  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  mind,  of 
which  I  complain.  I  have  been  tiu-ned  out  into  a  wide 
countr}^,  to  protect  its  inhabil ants,'  and  to  stop  au  mter- 
course  with  the  enemy,  (which  it  wou'd  require  two 
thousand  troops  to  effect,)  with  only  fifty  men,  whiclv- 
was  actually  my  strength  for  a  long  time;  and  when  a 
reinforcement  came,  tliey  were  helpless  and  without 
arms,  and  none  in  camp.  It  was  some  time  before  the 
arms,  (which  were  at  Col.  Antes's,  and  at  Allentown,) 

could  be  brought  to  camp,  for  the  want  of  waggons-  

.  While  in  this  awkward  situation,  a  drover  of  cattle  whicli 
was  passing  through  tlie  country,  was  taken  by  tlie  en- 
einy,  on  account  of  my  not  being  able  to  provide  them 
with  a  guard. 

We  are  sadly  off,  for  want  of  pi  ovisions.  What  we 
do  get  is  almost  carrion;  and  not  allowance  of  tliat. 

I  am.  Dear  General,  witli  respect. 

Your  most  obed't  hvimble  servt. 
Gen.  Armstrong.  J.  LACEY. 

Gsn.  LACEir  TO  Council. 
Camp,  CrooJfed  Silkt.  nA\.-cli4ih,177S.  ' 
Sir,  It  is  distressirg  to  learn  the  luimbcrs  of  people 
who  flock  to  the  enemy  with  marketing;  amongst  whom 
there  are  many  young  fellows  wlio  have  fled-  from 
their  homes  to  save  theii-  fines,  and  are  carrying  on  a  ped- 
dling trade  between  the  city  aiid  countl-y."  I  have  taken 
several  of  them  who  were  g-oingto  the  enemy  with  par- 
cels of  meal  on  their  backs.  Some  ofthem  I  am  acquainted 
with;  and  I  do  believe  they  were  going  to  join  the  en- 
emy. 

1  have  written  to  his  Excellency,  Gen.  Washington, 
concerning  them.  He  is  willing  that  they  shonld'be  de- 
livered up  to  the  state.either  to  be  punished  as  criminals, 


or  kept  to  exchange  for  those  inhabitants  who  liave 
lately  been  taken  from  their  families. 

I  wish  most  sincerely  the  state  would  adopt  some 
plan  of  this  sort;  and  designate  some  place  where  the 
villains  might  be  sent,  for  their  confinement,  or  punisli- 
ment.  Many  have  been  whipped,  their  horses,  market- 
ting,  and  every  thing  taken  from  them;  yet  they  will  not 
desist — and  I  am  well  convinced  that  nothing  will  stop 
them  but  confinement.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  your 
determination  as  speedily  as  possible. 

A  drove  of  cattle  which  was  passing  through  the  coun- 
trj',  was  takeii  the  beginning  of  last  week,  by  the  ene- 
my. The  times  of  the  Chester  county  militia  had  expi- 
red; and  those  newly  ari-ived  from  Cumberland  and 
York  counties,  were  without  arms.  I  was  not  able  to 
furnish  them  with  a  guard;  which,  it  is  supposed,  was 
the  principal  reason  of  their  being  taken. 

The  Major  has  setit  a  return  of  the  Brigade  to  Col. 
Matlack;  but  for  fear  it  should  miscarry,  1  have  enclosed 
a  copy.  ,    I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obdt  hble.  servt. 

J.  LACEY. 

-To  the  President  of  Couneil. 

P.  S.  Fifteen  Light  Horse  have  joined  me  from 
Philadelphia  and  Bucks  county.  1  found  it  necessai-y  to 
have  some  person  to  command  them;  as  I  could  have  no 
order  without  it.  I  have  directed  Mr.  Robert  Vanhorn 
to  take  the  command,  until  the  pleasui-e  of  the  Council 
should  be  known.  He  is  from  Bucks  county,  and  acts, 
tts  j'et,  vei-y  well.  He  is  willing,  I  believe,  to  engage 
during  the  campaign  in  that  way,  if  the  Council  should 
think  proper  to  keep  up  a  Troop.  1  have  likewise  ap- 
pointed Mr.  J^os. Hodman  to  act  as  Quarter-master  to  the 
Troop.  Thei-e  is  none  appointed  to  the  Philadelphia 
Horse.  They  all  act  together.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  the  Council's  pleasure,  respecting  these  regula- 
tions; and  also  what  further  steps  they  may  think  ne- 
cessary. 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Coct.ncil. 
Camp,  7iear  Whitemarsh,  March  11,  1778. 

SiR,~I  have  been  visiting  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
have  made  two  attempts  to  destroy  the  foi-age  on  the 
Po'ml;  but  both  proved  unsuccessful.  The  last  time  I 
should  have  effected  my  design,  had  not  my  pilot  de- 
ceived me.  'I'he  qu.antity  of  hay  on  the  Point  is  but 
small;  the  greater  part  liaving  been  removed.  I  have 
destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  foi-age  between  the  Red 
Lion  and  Dunk's  ferry,  on  the  Delawai-e. 

As  soon  as  I  approach  vv'ithin  eightor  ten  miles  of  the 
enemy's  lines,  the  inhabitants  hd;ving  their  horses  con- 
cealed in  bye-places,  mount  them,  and  taking  their  way 
thi-ough  fields  and  private  paths,  repair  directly  to  the 
city  with  the  intelligence  that  the  rebels  are  in  the 
neighborhood.  Not  one  word  of  intelligence  can  we 
procure  from  them — not  even  the  directions  of  the 
roads. 

There  are  large  sums  of  counterfeit  money  circula- 
ting  in  the  lower  part  of  Bucks  and  Philadelphia  coun- 
ties; which  are  brought  out  of  the  city  by  the  mai-ket 
people. 

I  moved  over  into  this  quai-ter  with  a  view  to  JoiiT 
Col.  Nngle;  but  find  he  has  returned  to  Head-Quartei-s. 

As  there  ai-e  a  number  of  mills  on  the  Neshaminy  em- 
ployed in  gl-inding  for  the  army,  some  of  which  have  a 
considerable  store  of  wheat  and  flour  in  them,  I  have 
thought  it  might  be  of  more  service  to  lay  somewhere  in 
reach  of  them,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  destroying, 
or  taking  off  the  flour;  for  which  purpose  I  mean  to 
move  further  in  that  neighborhood.  My  scouting  par- 
ties keep  pretty  low  down  lo\^  ards  the  enemy. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  my  Brigade.  'I'hey  are  situa- 
ted in  the  following  manner: 

Present  at  this  pUice,  rank  .and  file,  -  399 

On  command,  with  cattle,    do  -  -  50 

On       do       with  Capt.  Henderson  and  Capt. 

Humphiey,  ill  Bucks  county,       -       -  50 


LANU  OFFICE. 


At  Doyleslowii,  g-tiarding  the  stores, 

i^ick,         -  -      ,       .  ■ 

Oil  fltrloug'h,  -  -  :  .  ■:: 

Deserted,  -  -  -■  .'-".>•; 


I  Itave  the  lienor  to  be  will: 
•  To  ihe  Preaidc-iit  ol'Couiicil. 
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respect,  &.c. 
J.  \LA€EY. 


In  Council.  * 

!  •        Lcmcaster,  March  12,  1778. 

Sin — I  received  your  letter  of  tlie  4th  inst.,  which  1 
laid  before  Council.  It  is  gTeally  to  be  lamented  tllat 
there  are  any  amongst  us  so  lost  to  every  seiitiment  of 
virtue,  as  in  any  manner  to  aid  those  who  are  enemies  to 
the  just  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  Your  neighborhood 
seems  to  abound  with  such;  ami  therefoi  e  every  nerve 
should  be  exerted  to  bring  the  traitors  to  justice.  Those 
you  have  taken  should  be  safely  secured  in  order  for 
trial;  as  the  treason  law  of  this  state  will  reach  the 
Clime  you  mention,  if  proper  proof  be  exhibited;  which 
I  beg  you  to  attend  to.  However,  as  the  Chief  Justice 
is  in  this  borough,  I  will  consult  him  upon  it,  and  let  you 
know  his  opinion  by  the  next  opportunity.. 

The  militia  law  \yill  not  justify  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
County  to  permit  two  men  to  serve  as  one,  and  to  be 
discharged  at  the  expiration  of  one  monthjand  lam  not 
a  little  surprized  that  any  gentleman  in  that  line  would 
give  it  the  least  countenance. 

rSoth  Philadelphia  and  Kucks  counties  have  for  a 
Jong  time  been  greatly  exposed  to  the  insults  and  rava- 
ges of  the  enemy.  Council,  therefore,  relying  that  you 
will  do  your  utmost,  not  only  to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  to  annoy  the  enemy,  have  no  doubt  they  will 
soon  hear  that  a  total  stop  is  put  to  the  insults  of  tlie  To- 
ries by  your  alacrity  and  good  conduct. 

I  am  sir, 

'i  ^  Your  very  humble  servant, 

TITOS.  WHAKTON,  Jr.  Pres't. 
Brig.  €itn.  John  I,acey,  Jr.  Esq.^ 
at  Camp,  Philad'a  county.  3 

-  '  Gen.  Wayne  to  Gkn^.  Lacet. 

'  ■  Bensakm,  March  VS,  177S. 

Sir — His  Excellency  having  ordered  me  to  collect 
and  drive  in  all  the  cattle,  horses,  and  wagons  in  the 
counties  of  Rucks  and  Pliiladelphia,  likely  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  enemy — .espccialiy  the  properity  of 
the  Tories,— I  wlsti  you  to  order  your  Troops  to  make 
a  g-raiid  forage  between  Newtown  and  I'hlladclphia,  and 
ill  that  direction,  through  both  counties:  irriving  the 
property  so  taken  into  your  rear, — and  from  thence  to 
camp-— passing' certificates  to  the  owners  for  the  same, 
to  the  end  tViat  the  wcll-all'cctcd  may  at  one  day  re- 
ceive compensation. 

You  need  not  be  very  nice  with  regard  to  the  cattle 
being  fat,  but  order  all  to  be  taken  that  can  be  used — 
together  with  the  horses  fit  forca\  a!r}-,  or  draft;  and  alt 
sheep  and  bogs  fit  for  use,  together  with  wagons  and 
gears,  which  you  will  cause  lobe  loaded  with  forage. 

You  will  ph  ase  to  order  all  these  articles,  that  you 
may  collect  within  two  or  three  days,  to  be  delivered  to 
Col.  Butler,  who  will  escort  them  to  camp.       .  .  • 
Interim,  I  am  sir. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
'    \       ANTHONY  WAYNE,  B.  G. 

Gen.  Lackt.       '  '  : 

GeN.  T^acky's  Ouders  to  his.  Scouting  Party. 

Camp,  March  19//;,  1778. 
Sin — You  are  to  proceed  with  your  Tioo]!  towards 
the  enemy's  lines — to  keep  on  the  roads  leading  to 
Bristol,  to  Smlthfield,  the  York,  and  the  White  Marsh 
roads.  You  will  keep  constant  patroles  on  these  roads, 
by  night  and  by  day;  and  if  the  enemy  should  come  out. 


yoii  will  immediaitely  send  Ine  notice.  If  your  partie-s 
-should  meet  with  any  people  going  to  market,  or  any 
persons  whatever  going  to  the  city,  and  they  endeavor 
to  make  their  escape,  you  will  order  your  men  to  fire 
upon  the  villains.  You  will  leave  such  on  the  roads, 
their  bodies  and  their  marketing  lying  together.  ■  This 
I  wish  you  to  execute  on  the  first  oli'endei's  yoti  meetf 
that  they  may  be  a  warning  to  others.  You  are  to  let  no 
person  whatever  go  to  the  city.  You  are  to  stay  on  the 
lines  till  further  orders.  You  will  send  me  word  of  yom- 
movemenfs,  and  what  information  you  can  get  from  tli-e 
enemy,  every  day,  by  one  of  the  Troop. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obd't, 

J.  LACEY. 

To  Mr.  VANHoiiN,  com- ■>  _  , 

rtianding  Light  Horse.  5 


BUSINESS  or  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

T'o  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of.  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  As- 
semhltjniet. 

In  conformity  to  the  requisitions  of  the  several  acts  wf 
the  Assembly  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  I  respect- 
fully report  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,and 
also  the  business  done  in  the  office  during  the  year  endl- 
ing  with  the  30th  day  of  ,  November,  1828. 

Business  done  for  which  no  fees  are  received. 
749  Patents  written,  sealed,  &c. 
749  Patents  recorded. 

735  Returns  from  the  Surveyor  General  filed. 
647  Orders  to  the  Surveyor  General,  for  Returns. 

88  Warrants  to  accept  Surveys  issued. 
337  Warrants  to  Survey  issued.  .  ■  ; 

33  Applicants  for  Islands,  entered  and  filed. 
337  Applications  for  new  warrants  entered  and  filed, 

33  Warrants  to  Survey  Islands. 
1315  Calculations  of  amount  due. 

1315  Certificates  to  the  Treasurer  of  amounts  due  osi 
lands. 

1315  Treasurer's  receipts  entered  and  delivered  to  the 

Auditor  General,  accompanied  with  lists.  , 
521  Vouchers,  wi:ittcn.  and  filed. 
735  Tickets  from  the  Surveyor  General  filed. 
1315  Accounts  journalized,  and  the  accounts  posted  8c 
indexed. 

45  Morf  gag-es  and  Bonds  written  and  executed. 
509  Entries  in  the  Fee  book. 

Transcribing  the  same  quarterly,  and  settling  with 
the  Auditor  General. 
45  Minutes  of  the  board  of  property,  recorded' and  in- 
dexed. 

36  Transcripts  of  entries  of  warrants,  &.c.  for  the  use 
of  the  Surveyor  General's  office. 

30  Searches  for  the  use  of  Surveyor  General's  office. 
72  Mortgages  transcribed.  ,  . 

72  Bonds,  '•  ■ 

1458  Calculation  of  amounts  due «n  lands,  under  the 

,     act  of  1820.      -  . 
Business  done  in  the  office  from  the  1st  of  October,  1827, 
io  the  1st  October,  1 828,  for  which  fees  were  receivable. 
182  Searches. 

283  Calculations.  . 
80  Exemplifications  of  patents.  'V/''-. 
77  Office  copies  with  seals.    :       ;  ■  • 

18  Caveats  entered.  .  ,rr  -/ 

19  Citations  issued. 

31  Certificate  discharge  of  liens. 

22  Orders  for  re-survey.  ■  • 

45  Orders  for  valuing  islands,     -  v.-n  ; 
.    8  Judgments  of  board  of  properly. 

Of  the  balance  of  the  apjiropriation  for  clerk  hire,  fo*!" 
the  year  1827,  which  remained  unexpended  on  the  first 
day  of  October  of  that  year,  there  was  expended  in  com- 
pensating clerks  to  the  first  of  April,  1828,  the  sum  of 
1846  dollars  96  cents.  , 
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By  (he  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1827,  there  was  aa- 
nually  appropriated  for  clerk  hire,  in  this  office,  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  of  whicli 
sum  there  hath  been  expended  for  clerk  hire,  from  the 
first  day  of  April,  until  the  first  day  of  October,  1828, 
§1849  96,  leaving'  unexpended  to  compensate  clerks 
to  the  first  of  April,  1829,  SirOO  54.         '  • 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
this  office  for  the  year  1827,  there  was  expended  from 
the  first  of  October,  1827,  until  the  first  of  April,  1828, 
$335  89. 

Of  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  tlie  office,  from  the  first  of  April,  to  the  first  of 
October,  1828,  $699  42,  has  been  expended,  leaving  a 
balance  unexpended  of  §50  58. 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  office  from  the  Isi  of  October, 
1827,  to  the  Jirsi  of  October,  1828t 

Paid  for  paper,  parchment  and  printing,  S734  50 

Postage  on  letters  on  pubhc  business,  47  37 
Stationary,  .  37  96 

Messengers  wages,  .      132^  00 

Washing  office,  repairing  stoves  and 

windows,  .  17  35 

Binding  laws  and  record  books,-  -  15  00 
Fuel,  50  59 


S1.034  77 

As  respects  the  state  of  the  office,  I  can  only,  state 
that  the  books  are  posted  and  indexed,  and  the  vouch- 
ers regularly  filled  up  to  the  present  time,    -r:  .■  ;',  . 
Respectfully  submitted,  bv  - 

JOSHUA  DICKERSON, 
-  Secretary  Land  Ofpce.- 

BUSLNE-SS  OF  SFRVE-YOU  GEIS'ERAL'S 
OFFICE. 

Xst  Dtcemher,  1828, 
la  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  several  acts  of 
the  Assembl)'  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  1  have  the 
honor  to  make  report  to  the  Legislature,  of  the  busi- 
ness performed  in,  and  the  state  of  this  office  within  the 
last  year,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriation 
for  elerk  hire  has  been  applied,  and  of  the  contingent 
expenses,  including  those  of  the  board  of  property. 
Business  for  "which  no  fees  arc  receivahle,  viz. 
360  new  warrants  to  sm-vey,  entered,  numbered  and' 
filed,  copies  of  which  have  been  madeand  direc- 
ted to  the  deputy  surveyors  for  execution. 
88  warrants  of  acceptance,  entered,  numbered  and 
filed. 

1041  tickets  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  land  office, 
each  of  which  required  a  search  to  be  made. 
735  returns  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  land  office, 
for  patenting,  the  surveys  and  warrants  endorsed 
according]}',  and  corresponding  entries  made  in 
the  warrant  books. 

1553  searches  for  warrants  and  surveys,  of  which  copies 
or  connections  were  required. 

1553  warrants  and  surveys  re-filed,  of  all  which  copies 

or  connections  were  made. 
248  copies  made  and  furnished  to  deputy  surveyors 
and  other  contractors  with  the  board  of  pi-operty, 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  explanatory  and  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  recovery  of 
the  principal  &  interest  due  the  Commonwealth, 
from  persons  holding  lands  by  virtue  of  locations 
and  other  office  titles  issued  from  or  under  the 
proprietary  government,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," passed  the  llth  day  of  April,  1825,  besides 
a  great  number  of  searches  to  enable  them  to 
perform  the  duties  -  required  by  their  contracts, 
agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of  the  said  act. 
Returns  have  been  r-eceived  from  the  aforesaid  con- 
tractors for  five  counties. 
45  copies  of  warrants,  surveys  and  extracts  from  dep- 
uty surveyors'  lists  of  returns,  made  for  the  Sec- 


retary of  the  land  office,  for  the  use  of  the  pros- 
ecuting attornies  of  certain  counties  in  suits  to 
be  brought  for  the  recovery  of  the  principal  and 
interest  due  the  Commonwealth  on  lands,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act. 
919  new  surveys  received  from  deputy  surveyors,  ex- 
amined, compared  with  the  warrants,  entered  in 
the  deputy  surveyors'  lists  of  returns,  mai-ked  in 
the  warrant  books,  endorsed  with  the  time  of  ac- 
ceptance, numbered  and  filed. 
520  entries  made  in  the  fee  book. 

4  quarterly  accounts  made  out  and  settled  at  the 
Auditor  General's  Office. 
eBusiness  for  tvhichfees  have  been  received,  amounting  io 

-     $841  87i,  viz.- 
1088  copies,  extracts  and  certificates. 

61  connections  &  copies  of  general  drafts,  embracing 
465  surveys.  --  ■        '  '  .   ^ '  . 

699  searches.  . :   '/  '  '  ' 

During  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  considerable  fur- 
ther progress  has  been  made  in  the  revision  of  the  pat- 
ented files,  referred  to  in  former  reports,  and  many  er- 
rors and  omissions  corrected  and  supplied. 

On  the. first  day  of  April  last,  there  remained  ujrex- 
pended  of  the- appropriation  for  clerk  hire  for  the  year 
ending  on'that  day,  SlOO,  since  then  there  has  been  ap- 
plied in  the  payment  of  clerks  up  to  the  first  day  of  Oc-_ 
toher  last,  -91550,  leaving  a  balance  of  §1650  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  April 
next. 

TTie  contingerit  expenses  since  the  last  report  have  been  as 
.[■-,__  ■  follows,  viz; 

For  Stationary  and  printing,  §94  28^ 

Doorkeeper,  -  132  00 

Postage,-  102  81 1 

Fuel  -  -   .  -  35  50 

Sundry  repairs,  washing-and  cleaning  office  and 

boai-d  of  property  room,  &c.  29  93A 

Miscellaneous,  '         ;  2  73% 


-         .  -  §397  27J 

Of  which  §225  Sly  has  been  e.xpended  since  the  first 
day  of  April  last,  leaving  a  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  contingent  expenses  of  §224  18f  for  the  remainder 
of  th^  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

As  to  the  state  of  this  office  required  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act  in  pursuance  of  which,  this  report  is  made»  I 
can  only  remark  at  present,  that  due  care  and  attention 
has  been  ofiserved,  in  bringing  up  the  business  of  the 
office,  and  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  the 
books  and  papers  in  their  proper  order. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GABL.  HIESTER,  6'w)fe2/or  Genera/. 


STATE  ARSENAL  AT  ilARRISBURG. 

Report  ofJIilitari/  stores  deposited  in  the  State  Arsenal  at 

Harrisburg,  December  the  \5th,  1828. 
One  six  pounder,  iron  (mounted)  ■ 
One  field  carriage       ,  :  •t  -^^  ■  ^  .  .. 

Two  drag-ropes         '    ^  • 

Infantry:    '  '         --'  '     '    •.  - 
260  muskets  with  ramrods' (cleaned  and  racked) 
40      do;      with  bayonets  and  ramrods  do. 
171      do-      with  bayonets  or  ramrods  do. 
835      do-    ~ all  deficient. 
450  old  bayonet  scabbards 
361  old  cartridge  boxes  and  belts 
10,000  musket  flints,  said  to  be 
loo  old  muskets  unfinished  and  useless 

Rifle.  :  . 

53  old  rifles  deficient 
13  wipers  and  bullet  moulds  . 
3  chargers 

Camp  Equipdi^c. 
813  wall  and  common  tents,  in  good  order 
1851  tent  poles  i 
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7058  tent  pins  •  " 

1700  knapsacks 

.1074  canteens  •  ■  „  ■  ;  . 
746  camp  kettles  -  '        .  .,:r  ,.- 

41  stew-pans  •  .'  -         •     •  •'  • 

45  covers  ■  ■  ■■ -i.-  '    .•  ■ 

100  new  axes,  siid  to  be,  in  three  boxes  >■  ■. 
30  old  mattocks  wanting  repairs  ; 
32  spades  ■' .      -  ■     ...  ■ 

9  old  mallets  •       •  •  > 

70  old  axes  -  .  ;  .'j.^  ■■-.'.„ 

Fuhllc  Prmcriy.    "        .       "  .  - 
One  pair  Smith  bellows;  one  old  anvil;  one  vice;  one 
hammer;  one  larg'e  burnishing-  wheel;  seven  pair  of 
tongs;  eleven  bars  of  lead,  llOOlbs.  9  cases  grape  shot; 
200  musket  balls. 

JOEL  BAILEY,  Inspector  1st  Brigade, 
6th  Division  Fennsylvania  Militia,  and 
...         ,        keeper  State  Arsenal  at  Harrishurg. 


■>■  DICKINSON  COLLEGE.._     ^    :  '  . 

Communication  from  a  committee  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  Dickinson  College,  accompanied  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  institu- 
tion, for  the  year  ending  24th  SeptembePi  1828. 

Carlisle  SOth  December,  1828. 
.  To  his  excellency,  J.  Andrew  Shulze,  Esq. 

SIR:  •  - 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this 
commonwealth,  passed  the  13th  day  of  February,  1826, 
the  undersigned  a  committe  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Dickinson  College,  appointed  for  tl'at  purpose,  present 
the  enclosed  "statement  of  the  way  and  manner"  in 
which  the  state's  annuity  of  ?3,000  and  the  other  re- 
ceipts during  the  pas,t  year,  have  been  expended. 

We  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Your  excellency's  most  humble, 
■.   .  and  obedient  servants, 

GEO.  DUFFIKLD. 
_    .  JACOB  HENDEL. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  Dickinson  College,  duririg 
the  year  conmiencing  October  5th  1827,  and  ending  Stp- 
ttnibcr.  24,  1828.  '  ' 
Ueceipts, 

-     ■  '    -    '  ■ '    S5478  1  2 


1827 

Oct.  5    To  balance 
1828 

Jan.  8  To  state's  annuity, 
Apr.  7    Gr.immar  school, 

do.        College  session, 
Sep.  24       do.  do. 

do.       Grammar  school. 


5,000  00 
228  20 
'  3,965  78 
2,316  81 
160  89 


§10,149  80 

1827  Expenditures. 

Oct.  5    By  incidental  expenses,  including-  , 

fuel  aceount,janitor's  wages, treaS-.    .  ■' 
urer's  commission,  increase  ofli-  ' 
library,  repairs,  addition  to  appa-     .  ." 
ratus,  improvements  in  laboratorv,    '  ' 
.  ■  &c.  ■  SI, 198. 62 

Steward,  .  •  937  58 

Drawback,  .  25102 

Temporary  loan,  -  1,544  23 

lleductlon  of  permanent  loan,  leaving 

the  college  debt  now  $2,000,  821  62 

Professors' salaries,  ,4,948  39 

Balance  now  in  treasuary,  _  448  34 


,^10,149  80 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  Dickinson  College,  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
certify  that  the  above  statement  is  correct,  and  made  a- 
greeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  legislature, 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  lor  the  estab- 


lishment of  a  college,  at  the  borough  of  Carlisle,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania," 
passed  the  lotli  of  February,  1826,  rendering  "a  state- 
ment of  the  way. and  manner,  in  wliich  the  state's  annu- 
ity of  $3,000,  and  the  other  receipts  of  the  college,  du- 
ring the  year  commencing  October  5,  1827,  and  end- 
ing September  24,  1828,  have  been  expended. 

GEO.  DUFFIELD, 
JACOB  HENDEL. 

Carlisle  December  ZO, 
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The  following  humorous  account  of  a  custom  which 
prevailed  when  it  was  written  and  wliich  is  now  coming 
in  seascm,  \s,  from  the  pen  of  the  Hon.  Francis  Hopkin- 
son.  As  it  has  always  afforded  amusement,  whenever 
it  has  been  read,  we  insert  it  now,  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  enliven  our  readers-and  that,  at  the  same  time,  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the 
description. 

Letter  from  a  gentleman  in  America,  la  his  friend  in 
Europe. 

Dear  Sin — The  peculiar  customs  of  every  country 
appear  to  strangers  awkward  and  absurd,  but  the  inha- 
bitants consider  them  as  very  proper  and  even  necessa- 
ry. Long  hal)it  imposes  on  the  understanding,  and  re- 
conciles it  to  any  thing  th.at  is  not  manifestly  pernicious 
or  immediately  destructive. 

The  religion  of  a  country  is  scarce!)'  held  in  greater 
veneration  than  its  established  customs:  and  it  is  almost 
as  difficult  to  produce  an  alteration  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other.  Any  interference  of  g-overnment  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  natural  customs,  however  trivial  and  absurd  they 
may  be,  never  fails  to  produce  the  greatest  discontent, 
and  sometimes  dangerous  convulsions.  Of  this  there  are 
frequent  instances  in  history.  Bad  habits  are  most  safe- 
ly removed  by  the  same  means  that  established  them, 
viz:  by  imperceptible  gradations,  and  the  constant  ex- 
ample and  influence  of  the  hlght-r  class  of  the  people. 

We  are  .apt  to  conclude  that  the  fashions  and  manners 
of  our  own  country  are  most  rational  and  proper,  be- 
cause the  eye  and  the  undei'standlng  have  long  since 
been  reconciled  to  them,  and  we  ridicule  or  condemn 
those  of  other  nations  on  account  of  their  novelty :  yet 
the  foreigner  will  defend  his  n:itional  habits  with  at  least 
as  much  ])lauslbility  as  we  can  our  own.  The  truth  i.s, 
tint  reason  has  little  to  do  in  the  matter.  Customs  are 
for  the  most  part  arbitrary,  and  one  nation  has  as  good 
a  right  to  fix  its  peculiarities  as  another.  It  is  of  no  pur- 
pose to  talk  of  convenience  as  a  standard:  every  thing 
becomes  convenient  by  practice  and  liabit. 

I  have  read  somewhere  of  a  nation  (in  Africa  I  think) 
which  Is  governed  by  twelve  counsellors.  When  these 
counsellors  are  to  meet  on  public  business,  twelve  large 
earthen  jars  are  set  in  two  rows,  and  filled  with  water. 
'I'he  counsellors  enter  the  apartment  one  af\er  another, 
stfirk  naked,  and  each  leaps  into  ajar,  where  he  sits  up 
to  the  chin  in  water. — When  the  jars  are  all  filled  with 
counsellors,  they  proceed  to  deliberate  on  the  great 
concerns  of  the  nation.  This,  to  be  sure,  forms  a  very 
grotesque  scene;  but  the  object  is  to  transact  the  public 
business:  they  have  been  accustomed  todo  it  in  this  v  ay, 
and  therefore  it  appears  to  them  tlie  most  rational  and 
convenient  way.  Indeed,  if  we  consiiler  it  impartially, 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  a  counsellor  may  not 
be  as  wise  In  an  earthen  jar  as  in  an  elbow  chair;  or 
why  the  good  of  the  people  may  not  be  as  maturely 
considered  in  the  one  as  in  tlie  othei'. 

'I  he  established  manners  of  every  country  are  the 
standards  of  propriety  wltii  the  people  who  have  ado])t- 
ed  them;  and  every  nation  assumes  tlie  right  of  consid- 
ering all  deviations  therefrom  as  barbarisms  and  absur- 
dities. 

The  Chinese  have  detained  their  laws  and  customs 
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for  .iges  immemorial:  and  althoiigl)  tl  ey  have  long  had 
a  commercial  intercourse  with  Kuropeaii  nations,  and 
are  well  acquainted  with  their  improvements  in  the  arts, 
and  their  modes  of  civilization,  yet  they  are  so  far  from 
being  convinced  of  any  superiority  in  the  Piuropean 
manners,  that  their  government  takes  the  most  serious 
measures  to  prevent  the  customs  of  foreigners  taking- 
voot  amongst  tliem.  It  employs  their  utmost  vigilance 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  commerce,  and  at  the  same 
time  guard  against  innovations  that  might  affect  the 
characteristic  manners  of  the  people. 

Since  the  discovery  of  the  Sandwich  islands  in  the 
South  sea,  they  have  been  visited  by  ships  from  several 
nations;  yet  the  natives  have  shown  no  inclination  to 
prefer  the  dress  and  manners  of  the  visitors  to  their  own. 
It  is  even  probable  that  they  pity  the  ignorance  of  the 
Europeans  they  have  seen,  as  far  removed  from  civiliza- 
tion; and  value  themselves  on  the  propriety  and-advan- 
tage  of  their  own  customs. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  these  observations,  And  I  had 
sio  intention  of  making  them  when  I  sat  down  to  write, 
but  they  obtruded  themselves  upon  me.  My  intention 
was  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  people  of  these  new 
states;  but  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed  for  tlie  pur- 
pose, having,  as  yet,  seen  little  more  than  the  cities  of 
New-Yorka.nd  Philadelphia.  I  have:  discovered  but  few 
national  singularities  amongst  them.  Their  customs 
and  manners  are  nearly  the  same  with  those  of  England; 
whicii  they  have  long  been  used  to  copy.  For,  previous 
to  tlie  late  revolution,  tlie  Americans  were  (augiit  from 
their  infancy  to  look  up  to  the  English  ?s  the  patterns 
<of  perfection  in  all  things. 

I  have,  however,  observed  one  custom,  which,  for 
aught  1  know,  is  peculiar  to  this  country.  An  account 
of  it  will  serve  to  fill  up  the  remainder  of  this  sheet,  and 
may  afford  you  some  amusement. 

When  a  young  couple  are  about  to  enter  on  the  ma- 
trimonial state,  a  never  failing  article  in  the  marriage 
treaty  is,  that  the  lady  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  free  and 
unmolested  e.xercise  of  the  rights  of  wiute-washing, 
with  all  its  ceremonials,  privileges,  and  appurtenances. 
You  will  wonder  what  this  privilege  of  white-washing  is. 
I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  ceremony,  as 
I  have  seen  it  performed. 

There  is  no  season  of  the  year  in  which  the  lady  may 
not,if  she  pleases,claim  her  privilege;  but  the  latter  end 
of  May  is  generally  fi.xed  upon  for  tlie  purpose.  The 
attentive  husband  may  judge,  by  certain  prognostics, 
when  the  storm  is  nigh  at  hand.  Jf  the  lady  grows  un- 
commonly fretful,  finds  fault  with  the  servants,  is  discon- 
tented with  the  children,  and  complains  much  of  the 
nastiness  of  every  thing  about  her:  these  are  symptoms 
which  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  yet  they  sometimes  g-o 
off  without  any  further  effect.  But  if,  when  the  hus- 
band rises  in  the  morning,  he  should  observe  in  the 
5'ard,  a  wheel-barrow,  with  a  quantity  of  lime  in  it,  or 
should  see  certain  buckets  filled  with  a  solution  of  lime 
in  water,  there  is  no  time  for  hesitation.  He  immediate- 
ly locks  up  the  apartment  or  closet  where  his  p.ipers, 
and  private  property  arc  kept,  &  putting  the  key  in  his 
pocket,  betakes  himself  to  flight.  A  husband,  however 
beloved,  becomes  a  perfect  nuisance  during  this  season 
of  female  rage.  His  authority  is  superseded,  his  com- 
mission suspended,  and  the  very  scullion  who  cleans  the 
the  brasses  in  the  kitchen  becomes  of  more  importance 
than  him.  He  has  nothing  for  it  but  to  abdicate,  for  a 
time,  and  run  from  an  evil  which  he  can  neither  pre- 
vent nor  mollify.  -  -■ 

The  husband  gone,  the  ceremony  begins.  The  walls 
are  stripped  of  their  furniture— paintings,  prints,  and 
looking-glasses  lie  in  huddled  heaps  about  the  floors; 
the  curtains  are  torn  from  their  testers,  the  beds 
crammed  into  windows,  chairs  and  tables,  bedsteads 
and  cradles  crowd  the  yard;  and  the  garden  fence  bends 
beneath  the  weight  of  carpets,  blankets,  cloth  cloaks, 
old  coats,  under  petticoats,  and  ragged  breeches.  Here 
may  be  seen  the  lumber  of  the  kitchen,  forming  a  dark 


and  confused  mass  for  the  fore-ground  of  the  picture!' 
gridirons  and  frying-pans,  rusty  shovels  and  broken 
tongs,  joint  stools,  and  the  fractured  remains  of  rush 
bottomed  chairs.  TJiere  a  closet  has  disgorged  its  bow- 
els — rivetted  plates  and  dishes,  halves  of  china  bowls, 
cracked  tuniblers,  bi-oken  wine-glasses,  phials  of  foi got- 
ten physic,  papers  of  unknown  powders,  seeds  and  dry- 
ed  herbs,  tops  of  tea-pots,  and  stoppers  of  departed  de- 
canters—from the  rag  hole  in  the  garret,  to  the  rat  hole 
in  the  cellar,  no  place  escapes  nnrummaged.  It  would 
seem  as  if  the  day  of  general  doom  was  come,  and  the 
utensils  of  the  house  were  dragged  forth  to  judgment. 
In  this  ternpest,  the  words  of  king  Z,ear  unavoidably 
present,  and  might  with  little  alteration  be  made  strict- 
ly applicable. 


-Let  the  great  gods 


That  keep  this  dreadful  pudder  over  our  heads  ' 
Find  out  their  enemies  now.  Tremble  thou  wretch 
That  hast  within  thee  undivulged  crimes 

Unwhipt  of  justice  '- 

 —Close  pent  up  guilt. 

Rive  your  concealing  continents,  and  ask 
These  dreadful  summoners  grace." 

This  ceremony  completed,  and  the  house  thoroughly 
evacuated,  the  next  operation  is  to  smear  the  walls  ancJ 
ceilings  with  brushes,  dipped  in  a  solution  of  lime  called 
waiTf.-WASH;  to  pour  buckets  of  water  overevery  floor, 
and  scratch  all  the  partitions  and  wainscots  with  hard 
brushes,  charged  with  soft  soap  and  stone  cutter's  sand- 

The  windows  by  no  means  escape  the  gcnei  al  deluge- 
A  servant  scrambles  out  upon  the  pent-house,  at  the 
risk  of  her  neck,  and  with  a  mug  in  hep  hand,  and  a 
bucket  within  reach,  dashes  innumerable  gallons  of  wa- 
ter against  the  glass  panes,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
passengers  in  the  street. 

I  h,ave  been  told  that  an  action  at  law,  was  once 
brought  against  one  of  these  water  nymphs,  by  a  person 
who  had  a  new  suit  of  clothes  spoiled  by  this  operation: 
but  after  long  argument  it  was  determined  that  no  dam- 
ages could  be  awarded;  inasmuch  as  the  defendant  was 
in  the  exercise  of  a  legal  right,  and  not  answerable  for 
the  consequences.  And  so  the  poor  gentleman  was 
doubly  non-suited;  for  he  lost  both  his  suit  of  clothes 
and  his  suit  at  law. 

These  smearings  and  scratchings,  these  washings  and 
dashings,  being  duly  performed,  the  next  ceremonial  is 
to  cleanse  and  replace  the  distracted  furniture.  You 
may  have  seen  a  house-raising,  or  a  ship-launch — recol- 
lect, if  you  can,  the  hurry,  bustle,  confusion,  and  noise 
of  such  a  scene,  and  you  will  have  some  idea  of  this 
cleansing  match.  The  misfortune  is,  that  the  sole  ob- 
ject is  to  make  things  clean.  It  matters  not  how  many 
useful,  ornamental,  or  valuable  articles sufier  mutilation 
or  death  under  the  operation.  A  mahogany  chair  and 
a  carved  frame  undergo  the  same  discipline:  they  are 
to  be  made  clean  at  all  events;  but  their  preserv.alion  is 
not  woi  thy  of  attention.  For  instance:  a  fine  large  en- 
graving is  laid  flat  upon  the  floor;  a  number  of  smaller 
prints  are  piled  upon  it,  until  the  super-incumbent 
weight' cracks  the  lower  glass — but  this  is  of  no  impor- 
tance .  A  valuable  picture  is  placed  leaning  against  the 
sh.arp  corner  of  a  table;  others  are  made  to  lean  against 
that,  till  the  pressure  of  the  whole  forces  the  corner  of 
the  table  through  the  canvass  of  the  first.  The  frame 
and  glass  of  a  fine  print  are  to  be  cleansed;  the  spirit  and 
oil  used  on  this  occasion  are  suffered  to  leak  through 
and  deface  the  engraving— no  matter!  If  the  glass  is 
clean  and  the  frame  shines  it  is  sufficient— the  rest  is 
not  worthy  of  consideration.  An  able  arithmetician  hath 
made  a  calculation,  founded  on  long  experience,  and 
proved  that  the  losses  and  destruction  incident  on  two 
white-washings  are  equal  to  one  removal  and  three  re- 
movals equal  to  one  fire. 

This  cleansing  frolic  over,  matters  begin  to  resume 
their  pristine  appearance;  the  storm  abates,  and  all 
would  be  well  again,  but  it  is  impossible  that  so  great  a 
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convulsion  in  so  small  a  community  should  pass  over 
without  producing  some  consequences.  For  two  or 
three  weeks  atter  the  operation,  the  family  are  usually 
afflicted  with  sore  eyes,  sore  throats,  or  severe  colds, 
occasioned  by  exhalations  from  wet  floors  and  dump 
walls. 

I  know  a  gentleman  here  who  is  fond  of  accountmg 
for  every  thing  in  a  philosophical  way.  He  considers 
this,  which  I  call  a  custom,  as  a  real,  periodical  disease, 
peculiar  to  the  climate.  His  train  of  reasoning  is  whim- 
sical and  ingenious,  but  I  am  not  at  leisure  to  give  you 
'the  detail.  The  result  was  that  he  found  tlie  distemper 
to  be  incurable;  but  after  much  study,  he  thought  he 
had  discovered  a  method  to  divert  the  evil  he  could  not 
subdue.  For  this  purpose,  he  caused  a  small  building, 
about  twelve  feet  square,  to  be  erected  in  his  garden, 
and  furnished  with  some  ordinary  chairs  and  tables,  and 
a  few  pi  ints  of  the  cheapest  sort.  His  hope  was,  that 
when  the  white-washing  frenzy  seized  the  females  of  his 
family,  they  might  repair  to  this  apartment,  and  scrub, 
and  scour,  and  smear  to  their  hearts  content;  and  so 
spend  the  violence  of  the  disease  in  this  outpost,  whilst 
iie  enjoyed  himself  in  quiet  at  head-quarters.  Bat  the 
experiment  did  not  answer  his  expectation.  It  was  im- 
possible it  should,  since  a  principal  part  of  the  gratifica- 
tion consists  in  the  lady's  having  an  uncontrolled  right 
to  torment  her  husband,  at  least  once  in  every  year;  to 
turn  liim  out  of  doors,  and  take  the  reins  of  government 
into  her  own  hands.  ,  .     r  . 

T  here  is  a  much  better  contrivance  than  this  ot  the 
philosopher's:  which  is,  to  cover  the  walls  of  the  house 
with  paper.  This  is  generally  done.  And  though  it 
does  not  abollsli,  it  at  least  shortens  the  period  of  female 
dominion.  This  paper  is  decorated  with  various  foncies, 
and  made  so  ornamental  that  the  women  have  admitted 
the  fashion  without  perceiving  tiie  design. 

There  is  also  another  alleviation  of  the  husband's  dis- 
tress; He  generally  has  the  sole  use  of  a  small  room  or 
closet  for  his  books  and  papers,  the  key  of  which  he  is 
allowed  to  keep.  This  is  considered  as  a  privileged 
place,  even  in  the  white-wasliing  season,  and  stands 
like  the  land  oi  Gnshen  amidst  the  plagues  oi  Egypt.— 
But  then  he  must  be  extremely  cautious,  and  ever  upon 
his  guard:  for  should  he  inadvertently  go  abroad,  and 
leave  the  key  in  his  door,  the  house  maid,  who  is  always 
on  the  watch  for  such  an  opportunity,  immediately  en- 
ters in  triumph  with  buckets,  brooms,  and  brushes- 
takes  possession  of  the  premises,  ind  forthwith  puts  all 
his  books  and  papers  to  rights,  to  his  titter  confusion, 
and  sometimes  serious  detriment.  I  can  give  you  an  m- 
stuncG. 

A  gentleman  was  sued  at  law,  by  the  executors  of  a 
mechanic,  on  a  charge  found  against  him  in  the  decea- 
sed's books  to  the  amount  of  £30.  The  defendant  was 
strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  he  had  discharged 
the  d'ebt  and  taken  a  receipt;  but  as  the  transaction  was 
of  lono-  standing,  he  knew  not  where  to  find  the  receipt. 
The  suit  went  on  in  course,  and  the  time  approached 
when  judgment  should  be  obtained  against  him.  He 
then  sat  down  seriously  to  examine  a  large  biuidle  -of 
old  papers,  which  he  had  untied  and  displayed  on  a  ta- 
ble for  the  purpose.  In  the  midst  of  his  search  he  was 
suddenly  called  awav  on  business  of  importance.  He 
forgot  to  lock  the  door  of  his  room.  The  house  maid 
who  had  beenlong  lookhig  for  such  an  opportunity,  im- 
mediately entered  with  the  usual  implements,  and  with 
great  ahiciity  fall  to  cleaning  the  room  and  jmtttng 
tilings  to  rights.  One  of  the  first  objects  that  struck  her 
eye  was  the  confused  situation  of  the  papers  on  the  ta- 
ble. These,  without  delay,  she  huddled  together  like 
so  many  dirty  knives  and  forks;  but  in  tlie  action  a 
small  piece  of  paper  fell  unnoticed  on  the  floor,  which 
unfortunately  happened  to  be  the  very  receipt  in  ques- 
tion. As  it  had  no  very  respectable  appearance,  it  was 
soon  after  swept  out  with  the  common  dirt  of  the  room, 
and  carried  in  a  dust  pan  to  the  yard.  The  tradesman 
had  neglected  to  enter  the  credit  hi  his  book,    'i  he  de- 


fendant could  find  nothing  to  obviate  the  chai  ge,  and 
so  judgment  went  against  him  for  debt  and  costs.  A 
fortnight  after  the  whole  was  settled  and  the  money 
paid,  one  of  the  children  found  the  receipt  amongst  the 
dirt  in  the  yard.  . 

•  There  is  also  another  custom,  peculiar  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  nearly  allied  with  the  former.  I  mean 
that  of  washing- the  pavements  before  the  doors  e\ery 
Saturday  evening.  I  at  first  supposed  this  to  be  a  regu- 
lation of  the  police;  but,  on  further  inquiry,  I  find  it  is 
a  religious  rite  piep:u-atory  to  the  Sabbath;  and  it  is,  I 
believe,  the  only  religious  rite  in  which  the  numerous 
sectaries  of  tliis  large  city  perfectly  agree.  The  cere- 
mony begins  about  sunset  and  continues  till  ten  or  elev- 
en at  night.  It  is  very  difificult  for  a  stranger  to  walk 
the  streets  on  those  evenings.  He  runs  a  continual  risk 
of  having  a  bucket  of  dirty  water  dashed  against  his  legs; 
but  a  piiiladelphian  born  is  so  much  accustomed  to  the 
danger  that  he  avoids  it  with  surprising  dexterity.  It  is 
from  this  circumstance  that  a  Philadelphian  may  be 
known  any  where  by  a  certain  skip  in  his  gait.  Tlie 
streets  of  New  York  are  paved  with  rough  stones.  These, 
indeed,  are  not  washed,  but  the  dirt  is  so  thoroughly 
swept  froni  between  them  that  they  stand  up  sharp  and 
prominent,  to  the -great  annoyance  of  those  who  are  not 
accustomed  to  so  rough  a  path.  But  habit  reconciles  eve- 
ry thing.  It  is  diverting  enough  to  see  a  Philadelphian  at 
New  York.  He  walks  the  street  with  as  much  painful 
caution  as  if  his  toes  were  covered  w  ith  corns,  or  his 
feet  lamed  by  the  gout;  whilst  a  New  Yorker,  as  little 
approving  the  plain  masonry  of  Philadelphia,  shofflea 
along  the  pavement  like  a  parrot  upon,  a  mahogany 
table. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  ablutions  I  have 
mentioned  are  attended  with  no  small  inconvenience; 
yet  the  women  would  not  be  induced  by  consideration 
to  resign  their  privilege. 

Notwithstanding  this  singularity,  I  can  give  you  the 
Strongest  assurances  that  the  women  of  America  make 
the  most  faithful  wives,  and  the  most  attentive  mothers 
in  the  world.  And  I  don't  doubt  but  you  will  join  me 
in  opinion,  that  if  a  married  man  is  made  miserable  only 
for  one  week  in  a  whole  year,he  will  have  no  great  cause 
to  complain  of  the  m.ati-imonial  bond. 
'  This  letter  has  run  on  to  a  length  I  did  not  expect;  I 
therefore  hasten  to  assure  you  that  I  am  as  ever. 

Your,  Sec.  &c.  &:e. 

June,  1785.        i-  v-; 

TIIE  CHA.KTER  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
BRISTOL. 

Preamble.  GEORGE,  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  of 
Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of 
the  faith,  &.c.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Greetint^.  WHEREAS  our  loving  Subjects,  Anthony 
Burton^Jultn  Hall,  William  Wharton,  Joseph  Bond,  and 
many  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bristol,  in  the 
Province  of  Fennsi/lvania,  in  our  Dominions  in  din  erica, 
by  their  humble  Petition  presented  unto  William  Keith, 
Esq;  with  our  Royal  Approbation  Governor  of  the  said 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  on  Behalf  of  themselves,  and 
others  the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  the  said  Town 
of  Bristol,  have  set  forth.  That  divers  persons,  natural- 
born-subjects  of  our  Kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  who 
were  formerly  adventurers  into  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  owners  of  a  certain  Tract  or  Scite  of  Land 
formeriy  called  Buckingham,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in 
the  Province  aforesaid,  did,  by  the  approbation  of  the 
Honorable  WILLIMI  PENN,  Esq;  late  Proprietor 
and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  same  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, appropriate  several  lots  or  Parcels  of  then- 
Lands,  lying  or  bounding  on  the  River  Delaware,  for 
the  Accommodation  of  Tradesmen  and  others  to  build 
and  settle  upon;  and  that  many  People  since  have  there- 
by been  encouraged  to  erect  Buildings,  as  well  fur  the 
Convcr.iency  of  trade  and  cohabitation,  and  lay  out  pub- 
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lie  Streets  foi-  the  public  use  and  benefit;  as  also  to  ! 
erect  a  Church  arid  Meeting--house  for  the  public  Wor- 
sliip  of  God  in  the  said  Town;  and  that  the  Magistrates  i 
and  Freemen  of  the  said  county  of  Bucks,  by  the  Coun-  i 
tenance  and  approbation  of  the  Governor,  caused  a  i 
Court-House  and  Prison  to  be  erected  (here,  and  have  i 
for  long-  time  held  their  Courts  of  General  Quaiter  ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  and  ComiTion-p!eas  at  the  sa'd  town  • 
ofBrislol;  and  because  that  g-ood  order  and  rule  is  so 
very  necessary  to  the  well-being-  of  a  People  and  Place, 
though  their  Request  is  not  to  be  granted  of  Right,  but 
of  Grace,  have  humbly  besought  tlie  said  William  Keith, 
Esq;  with  our  Royal  approbation  Governor  of  said  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  for  our  Letters  Patents,  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  our  said  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
erect  the  said  town  into  a  Boroug-li,  and  to  incorporate 
the  freeholdeis  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  with  perpet- 
ual Succession  by  what  name  soever  the  said  WiUiam 
^ei7^.  Governor  of  our  said  Province,  shall  think  fit: — 
As  also,  to  grant  such  Immunities  and  Privileges  as  may 
be  thought  necessary  for  the  well-ordering  and  ruling 
tliereof.    And  we  being  willing  to  promote  Trade,  In- 
dustry, Rule  and  good  order,  amongst  all  our  loving 
Subjects,  by  granting  their  reasonable  Request  n  that 
behalf. 

THEREFORE  KNOW  YE,  That  we,  of  our  special 
Grace,  certain  Knowledge  and  meer  Motion,  have  erect- 
ed, and  do  by  these  presents  erect,  the  said  town  of 
i?nVo/ into  a  borough,  which  shall  be  called.  The  Bo-  ' 
rough  nf  Biistul,  for  ever.  The  extent  of  w  hich  town 
and  borough  is  and  shall  be  comprized  within  the  fol- 
lov.'ing  Boundaries,  to  wit.  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of 
Mill  creek  wliere  it  empties  itself  into  the  River  Del- 
aware; from  tlience,  extending-  by  thfi^Channel  of  the 
same  Creek,  upwards  by  the  several  Courses  thereof  to 
a  Bridge,  called  Otter's  Bridge,-  then  hy  Joseph  Bond's 
land.  North  fifty  two  degrees,  East  Ninety-six  Perches 
to  a  post;  then  Nortli  thii  ty-nine  degrees.  East  fifty-five 
Perches  to  a  Post;  tlien  by  the  TFest  and  the  Mill-dam 
South-east  fifty  eiglit  Perches;  then  from  the  end  of  the 
said  Dam  East  eight  degrees.  South  one  hundred  and 
forty  Perches  to  a  Post;  then  South-east  one  hundred 
and  five  Perches  to  a  Post  by  the  said  River  Delaware; 
thence  down  the  same  river  \Vest  twenty-seven  degrees. 
South  one  hundi-ed  and  ninety-two  Perches  to  the  place 
of  Beginning,  including  Fhineus  Penihertori's  Surve}'  of 
the  said  town,  with  additions,  according  to  the  Agree- 
ment of  the  said  Inhabitants. 

AND  we  do  hereby  giant  and  ordain,  That  the 
courses  and  distances  of  the  streets  already  laid  out  in 
the  said  town  and  borough  shall  be  and  continue  as  fol- 
loweth,  to  wit;  The  Mill-street,  containing  sixty-one  feet 
in  breadth,  which  begins  at  an  Asp  tree  now  standing 
at  the  North  east  side  of  the  said  Mill-street,  and  North 
west  side  of  Radcliff-street,  shall  extend  from  thence 
North-west  thirteen  Perches  and  a  half  to  Cedar-street, 
then  three  Pei-ches  for  the  said  Cedar-street,  and  twen- 
ty-one Perches  to  f-Food street :  Then  three  Perches  for 
that  street,  and  fifteen  Perches  to  Pond-streel :  Then 
three  Perches  for  that  street,  and  the  same  course  to  the 
Mill  -race.  The  said  Radchffcontainmg  sixty-six  feet  in 
breadth,  which  begins  at  the  said  Asp  tree,  shall  extend 
from  thence  East  twenty-seven  degrees,  North  fourteen 
perches  and  a  half  to  Murhet-street:  Then  thi-ee  Perches 
for  that  street,  and  27  perches  to  Mulberry-strec:  then 
three  peches  for  that  street,  and  23  perches  to  IVahiut- 
street:  Then  three  perches  for  that  street,  and  the  same 
course  to  the  extent  of  the  said  town.  The  sti-eets 
from  the  said  Mill-street  to  the  said  creek,  being  three 
in  number,  the  first  of  them  shall  contain  three  Perch- 
es in  Breadth, and  shall  extend  from  the  South-west  end 
of  Cedar-street  West  thirty  eight  degrees.  South  to  the 
said  creek,  the  course  of  beginning  at  the  South-west  of 
Mill-street.  The  second  shall  contain  three  perches  in 
Breadth,  and  shall  extend  from  the  South-west  end  of 
Wood-street,  begiiming  at  the  North  east  side  of  Mill- 
street  and  runing  South  west  to  the  creek.  The  third 
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shall  contain  the  same  breaelth,  and  shall  extend  from 
South-west  end  of  Pond  street;  the  couise  begins  at 
the  North  east  side  of  Mill  street,  and  run  South  west 
ninety-four  feet  from  the  South  west  side  of  Mill  street 
upon  the  South  east  side  of  the  said  Pond  street,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet  on  the  North  west 
thereof;  and  then  South  ten  degrees  East  to  the  said 
ci-eek.  And  the  streets  laid  out  opposite  to  the  end  of 
the  said  Mill-street,  Market  street,  Mulberi-y  and  Wal- 
nut street,  shall  contain  the  same  breadth  with  the  said 
street  respectively,  and  shall  extend  from  Raelclifl'sti-eet 
aforesaid  twenty-seven  degrees,  easteily  into  the  said 
river  Delaware, leaving  a  convenient  distance  for  public 
lanelings,  at  least  fifteen  feet  beyond  low  water  mark. — 
And  that  there  shall  be  another  street,  containing  in 
breadth  thirty-three  feet,  called  TVater-slrect,  whicli 
shall  begin  at  Mill  street  afoiesaid,  on  Delawaie,  sixty 
feet  from  Radcliff-street,  and  run  East  twenty-seven  de- 
giees.  North  under  the  bank  along  the  river  side  to  the 
extent  of  the  said  town  on  Delaware  aforesaid.  And 
we  further  make  and  ordain,  that  all  streets  and  l  and- 
iiig-places  which  now  are, and  hereafter  shall  be  laid  out, 
within  the  town  aforesaid,  shall  bealwaj  s  free,  and  kept 
open  for  all  the  liege  people  of  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, to  pass  and  repass,  without  any  Obstruction  or  im- 
pediment whatever. 

And  we  do  hereby  name  and  constitute  the  said  Jc 
scpli  Bond  andJohn  flail  io  he  present  Burgesses;  and 
TItomas  Clifford  constable  of  the  Borough;  who 

shall  so  continue  until  the  eiglith  Day  of  Septeniber  next 
ensuing  the  date  of  these  Presents.  On  which  da}',  as 
also  on  the  same  day  in  the  sanie  month  yearly  after- 
wards for  ever,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
freeholders  and  house-keepers  of  the  said  town  and  bo- 
rough publiekly  to  meet  in  some  convenient  place  with- 
in the  same  town,  to  be  by  them  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  then  and  there  to  nominate,  elc  ct  and  choose 
by  the  Ballot,  fit  and  able  men  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  tow  n  to  be  But  gesses  and  high  constables,  with  all 
such  officers,  within  the  same,  for  serving  and  assisting 
the  Burgesses  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  said  Do- 
rough,  in  keeping  of  the  peace  and  good  order  therein 
from  time  to  time  as  to  the  said  electors,  or  the  Major- 
ity of  them,  shall  seem  rcc[uisi',e  and  necessary:  And  the 
Burgess  first  chosen,  or  haying  the  Majority  of  the  votes 
in  the  said  elections,  shall  be  called  Chief  Bui  gess  of  the 
said  town. 

And  we  will  and  ordain,  that  all  the  said  Burgesses  for 
the  time  being  shall  be,  and  are  heieby  impowered  and 
authorised  to  be  conservators  of  the  peace  within  tl  e 
said  borough;  and  shall  have  power  by  themselves,  and 
upon  their  ow  n  View,  without  any  Law-proceedings,  to 
remove  all  nuisances  and  inci-oachments  out  of  the  said 
streets  and  public  landing-places,  as  they  shall  see  oc- 
casion. With  Power  also  to  arrest,  imprison  and  punish 
rioters  and  breakers  of  the  peace,  and  to  bind  them  and 
all  other  offenders,  and  persons  of  evil  fame,  to  the 
peace  and  good  behaviour,  as  fidly  and  eflcctually  as 
any  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  County  may 
or  can  do;  and  return  or  bring  the  Recognizances  by 
them  to  be  taken  to  tlie  Court  of  Quarter-Session  for 
the  said  Count}'.  And  we  do  hereby  grant  and  appoint, 
that  the  Sheriff  and  Clerk  of  the  Courts  for  the  said  coin~.- 
ty  of  Bucks  for  the  Tiine  being,  if  not  residents  in  the 
said  borough, shall  appoint  and  constitute  sufficient  dep- 
uties, who  shall  from  time  to  time  reside  or  constantly 
attend  in  the  said  town  of  Bi-istol,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  theii-  l  espective  offices.  But  before  any  of  the  said 
Burgesses,  Constables  or  other  officeis,  shall  take  upon 
them  the  execution  of  theirrespcctive offices,they  shall 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  enjoined  to  be  taken  and 
subscribed  by  the  several  acts  of  Parliament  in  that  case 
'  made  and  provided,  except  the  people  called  Quakers, 
who  shall  be  qualified  by  taking  and  subscribing  the 
'  several  Attestations  or  Engagements  allowed  to  the 
People  called  Quakers,  instead  of  the  Oath  of  Abjura- 
tion, according  to  the  Form  of  the  S'atutes  in  that 
Case  lately  made  and  provided.      And  shall  al^o  b« 
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sworn  or  attested  to  the  due  Execution  of  their  res- 
pective offices.  And  every  chief  Burgess  so  elected 
from  year  to  year  as  aforesaid,  shall  within  five  days  im- 
ediately  after  his  election  present  himself  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphiato  be  qualified,  by  taking  and  subscribing 
the  oaths  or  attestations  aforesaid  before  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being-,  or  before  such  other  Persons  as  the 
Governor  shall  think  fit  to  appoint  for  that  purpose. — 
And  the  said  chief  Burg-ess  being  so  qualinc-d  him- 
self, to  enter  upon  his  Office^  and  the  other  Burgesses, 
Constable  or  other  officers  newly  elected  for  that  year, 
shall  and  may  be  qualified  by  taking  and  subscribing 
the  said  oaths  or  Attestations  before  hira  the  said  Chief 
Burgess,  or  before  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the 
said  County  of  Bucks,  who  are  hereby  authorized' and 
impovvered  to  administer  the  same  respectively. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  grant  and  ordain,  that  the 
High  constable  of  the  said  borough  for  the  time  being 
shall  be  the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  who  shall  and  may 
have  assize  of  Bread,  Wine,  Beer,  Wood  and  other 
Things,  and  do,  execute  and  pei  form  all  things  belong- 
ing to  the  Clerk  of  the  Market  within  the  said  Town  and 
Borough  of  Bristol.  _ 

And  we  do  by  the  authority- aforesaid  grant  unto  the 
Burgess  and  their  Successors,  That  if  any  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  Town  and  Borough  shall  hereafter  be  elect- 
ed to  the  office  of  Burgess  or  constable  as  aforesaid,  and 
having  Notice  of  his  or  their  election,  shall  refuse  to  un- 
dertake &,  execute  that  office  to  which  he  is  so  chosen, 
it  shall  tmd  may  be  lawful  for  the  Bui'gess  and  burgesses 
then  acting  to  impose  such  moderate  fines  upon  the  Re- 
fusers, 'so  as  the  Burgesses  Fine"  exceed  not  Ttn 
Pounds,  and  the  constables  Five  Pounds;  to  be  levied 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  party  so  refus- 
ing, by  Warrant,  under  the  hand  of  one  or  fnore  of  the 
Burgesses,  or  by  other  lawful  ways,  to  the  Use  of  the 
said  town.  And  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Inhabitants  forthwith  to  choose  others  to  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  such  refusers.  And  thai  it  shall  Scmay 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Burgesses  &.  constable  for  the  time 
being  to  summon  and  assemble  town-meetings  from  time 
to  time,  as  often  as  they  shall  find  occasion:  At  which 
meeting  they  may  make  sucli  ordinances  and  rules  (not 
repugnant  to  or  inconsislant  with  the  Laws  of  GrcatBrit- 
ain  and  htis  Province)as  to  the  greatest  part  of  tlie  town- 
meeting  shall  seem  n'  cessary  and  convenient  for  the 
good  Government  of  the  said  town.  And  the  same 
rules  and  ordinances  to  put  in  Execution;  and  the  same 
to  revoke,  alter  and  make  anew  as  occasion  shall  re- 
quire. And  also  impose  such  Mulcts  and  Amerciaments 
upon  breakers  of  the  said  Ordinances  as  to  the  Makers 
thereof  shall  be  thought  reasonable;  to  be  levied  as  is  a- 
bove  directed  in  case  of  fines,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
town,  without  rendering  any  account  thereof  to  us,  &c. 
or  to  the  said  proprietary,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  with  pow- 
er also  to  the  said  Meetings  to  mitigate  or  release  the 
said  fines  and  Mulcts  upon  the  Submission  of  the  Parties. 

And  we  do  further  grant  to  the  said  Burgesses  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  town  and  Borough  of  Bristol, 
That  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  for  ever 
hereafter,  hold  and  keep  within  the  said  town  in  every 
week  of  the  year  one  market  on  the  5lh  day  of  the-w^ek 
called  Thursday;  and  also  two  fairstiiere  in  every  year; 
the  first  of  them  to  begin  the  eighth  Da}'  of  Ma}',  and  to 
continue  that  day  and  one  day  after;  and  the  other  of 
said  fairs  to  begin  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  October, 
and  to  continue  till  the  thirty-first  day  of  the  same 
month,  in  such  place  and  places  in  the  said  town  as  the 
Burgess  from  time  to  time  may  appoint. 

And  further  we  have,  and  by  these  presents  do,  for 
us  and  our  successors,  give,  grant,  ratify  and  confirm, 
unto  the  said  Burgesses,  Constable,  &  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  town  of  Bristol,  and  to  their  successors,  from  hence- 
forth, all  lawful  Privileges,  Immunities,  Franchises  Pow- 
ers and  Jurisdictions,  hereinbefore  granted,  or  that  are 
herein  or  hereby  intended  to  be  given  or  granted  unto 
the  said  Burgesses,  Constable,  and  Inhabitants  of  the 


town  of  Bristol  aforesaid,  as  if  the  said  Powers,  Author- 
ities, Liberties,  Immunities,  Privileges  and  Franchises 
were  herein  or  hereby  more  Cully  expressed,  according 
to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  these  Presents:  and  that  no 
officer  or  officers  of  us,  or  any  of  our  Successors,  or  any 
other  person,  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  said  Burgesses, 
High-constable,  and  inliabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Bris- 
tol in  the  quiet  enjoyment  ofanv  of  the  privileges  grant- 
ed or  intended  to  be  granted  as  alorestid:  TO  DAVE 
AND  TO  HOLD  all  and  singular  the  Privileges,  Ad- 
vantages, Liberties,  Immunities,  Franchises,  and  all  oth- 
er Premises  herein  and  hereby  given,  or  herein  or 
hereby  that  are  ineant,  intended  or  mentioned  to  be 
given  or  granted  unto  them  the  said  Jose  ph  Bond,  thief 
Bu}-gess,  John  Hall,  second  Burgess,  and  Thomas  Clif- 
ford, High-Conslable,  and  their  heirs,  to  and  for  the  sole 
and  only  properuse,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  said  Bur- 
gesses, High-constable,  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
of  Bristol,  and  their  successors  for  ever. 

IN  TESTIMONY  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our 
letters  t-o  be  made  patents,  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
said  province  to  be  tlicreunto  affixed.  Witness  WIL- 
LIAM KEITH,  Esq;  with  our  royal  approbation  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Counties 
of  New-castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  this  four- 
teenth d.ay  of  November,  in  the  seventh  year  of  our 
Reign,  Annoque  Domini  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Twenty.  <        WILLIAM  KEITH. 


CAPTIVITY  OF  BENJAMIN  GILB35RT  AND 
-  HIS  FAMILY. 

'  Fvom  the  account  published  a  few  years  after. 

Benjamin  Gilbert,  Son  of  Joseph  Gilbert,  was  born  at 
By  berry,  about  15  miles  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
in  the  year  1711,  and  received  his  Education  among  the 
people  called  Quakers. 

He  resided  at  or  near  the  place  of  his  nativity  for  sev- 
eral 3'ears;  during  which  time  of  residence  he  married, 
and  after  the  decease  of  his  first  wife, he  accomplished  a 
second  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Peart,  widow  of  Bryan 
Peart,  and  continued  in  this  neighbourhood  until  the 
3'ear  1775,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  a  farm 
situated  on  Mahoning-  Creek,  in  Penn  township,  North- 
ampton county,  being  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania, 
not  far  from  where  Fort  Allen  was  erected  The  im- 
provements he  carried  on  here  weie  according  to  the 
usual  manner  of  new  settlements,  convenience  being 
principally  attended  to;  his  house  and  barn  being  of 
logs,  to  this  he  added  a  saw-mlll  and  a  commodious  stone 
Grist-mill,  which,  as  it  commanded  the  Country  for  a 
considerable  distance,  conduced  in  some  measure  to 
render  his  situation  comfortable. 

This  short  account  may  not  be  improper,  in  order  to 
Interest  our  feelings  in  the  relation  of  the  many  scenes 
of  affliction  the  family  were  reduced  to,  when  snatched 
from  the  pleasing  enjoyment  of  the  necessaries  and  con- 
veniencies  of  life.  The  most  flattering  of  our  prospects 
are  often  marked  with  disappointment,  expressively  in- 
structing us  that  we  are  all  strangers  and  sojourners 
here,  as  were  our  forefathers. 

This  family  was  alarmed  on  the  25th  day  of  the  4th 
month,  1780,  about  sun-rise,  by  a  parly  of  eleven  In- 
dians, whose  appearance  struck  them  with  terror;  to 
attempt  an  escape  was  death,  and  a  portion  of  distress 
not  easy  to  be  supported,  the  certain  attendant  on  the 
most  patient  and  submissive  conduct.  The  Indians  who 
made  this  Incursion,  were  of  different  tribes  or  nations, 
who  had  abandoned  their  country  on  the  approach  of 
General  Sullivan's  Army,  and  fled  within  command  of 
the  British  Forts  in  Canada,  promiscuously  settling  with- 
in their  neighbourhood,  and,  according  to  Indian  cus- 
tom of  carrying  on  war,  frequently  invading  the  Fron- 
tier settlements,  taking  captive  the  weak  and  defence- 
less. 

The  names  of  these  Indians,  with  their  respective 
Tribes,  are  as  follow : 
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liowland  Monteur,  1st  Captain;  Jolin  Monteur,  sec- 
ond in  command,  who  was  :dso  stiled  Capta:n:  tliese 
two  were  Mohawks  descended  of  a  French  woman. — 
Samuel  Harras,  a  Caj'iiga  Indian,  John  Huston,  and  liis 
son  John  Huston,  Jun.  Cajug-as;  John  Fox  of  (he  Del- 
aware Nation.    'I'he  other  five  were  Senecas. 

At  this  place  they  made  captives  of  the  following- 
persons: 

Benjamin  Gilbert,  ag-ed  69  year;  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
.  55  years,  Joseph  Gilbert,  his  son,  41  years;  Jesse  Gil-, 
bert,  another  son,  ag-ed  19  yeaj-s;  Sarah  Gilbert,  wife  to 
Jesse,  ag-ed  19  years;  Keb'ecca  Gilbei-t,  a  daughter,  a- 
g-ed  16  years;  Abner  Gilbert  a  son,  aged  14  j  ears;  Eli- 
zabeth Gilbert,  a  dauglitei-,  aged  12  yeai-s:  Thomas 
Peart,  Son  to  Benjamin  Gilbert's  w-ife,  ag-ed  23  years- 
Benjamin  Gilbert,  a  .son  of  John  Gilbert  of  Philad'elphia, 
ag-ed  11  years:  Andrew  Hariig-ar,  of  German  descent, 
hired  by  Benjamin  Gilbert,  aged  26  years:  Abigail  Dod- 
son,  (tlaughter  of  Samuel  Dodson,  who  lived  on  a  farm 
near  one  mile  distant  fiom  the  mil!)  who  came  that 
morning-  with  grist,  aged  14  years. 

They  then  proceeded  to  Benjamin  Peart's  dwelling, 
about  half  a  mile  further,  and  brought  himself  and  fam- 
ily, viz.  -  " 
Benjamin  Peart.son  to  Benjamin  Gilbert's,  wife  aged  It 
years:  Elizabeth  Peart,  his  wife,  aged  20  years:  Their 
child,  about  nine  months  old.  ' 

_  Tiie  prisoners  were  bound  with  cords  which  the  In- 
dians brought  with  them,  and  in  this  melancholy  condi- 
tion left  under  a  guard  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour,  du- 
.  ring  which  time  the  rest  of  the  Captors  employed  them- 
selves in  plundering  the  house,  and  packing  up  such 
goods  as  they  chose  to  carry  off,  until  they  had  got  to- 
g-ether a  sufficient  loading- for  three  horses  wJiich  they. 
took,  besides  compelling  the  distressed  prisoners  to  car- 
rypart  of  their  plunder.  M'hen  they  had  finished  pluur 
deriiig-,  they  began  their  retreat,  two  of  their  number 
being  detached  to  fire  the  buildings,  which  they  did 
■without  any  exception  of  those  belonging  to  the  unhap- 
py sufferers;  thereby  agg-rayating  their  distresses,  as 
they  could  observe  the  flames,  and  the  fulling  of  the 
roofs,  from  an  adjoining  eminence  called  Summer  Hill. 
They  casta  mournful  look  towards  their  dwellings,  but 
were  not  permitted  to  stop,  until  they  had  reached  the 
further  side  of  the  hill,  where  tlie  party  sat  down  to 
make  a  short  rejjast;  but  grief  prevented  the  prisoners 
from  sharing  with  them. 

The  Indians  speedily  put  forwards  from  this  place; 
as  they  apprehended  they  were  not  so  far  removed  from 
settlements  as  to  be  secure  from  pursuit.  Not  much 
further  was  a  large  hill  called  Mochunk,  which  they 
fixed  upon  for  a  place  of  rendezvous:  here  they  halted 
near  an  hour,  and  prepared  shoes  and  sandals,  which 
they  called  Mockasons,  for  some  of  the  chlldi-en:  con- 
sidering themselves  in  some  degree  relieved  from  dan- 
ger, their  fears  abated  so  that  they  could  enjoy  their 
meal  at  leisure,  which  they  ate  very  heartily.  At  their 
removal  fi  "om  this  hill,  they  told  the  prisoners  that  Col. 
Butler  was  no  great  distance  from  them,  in  the  woods, 
ajid  that  they  were  going  to  him. 

Near  the  foot  of  the  hill  flows  a  stream  of  water  called 
Mochunk  creek,  which  was  crossed,  and  the  second 
mountain  passed;  the  steep  and  difKcult  ascent  of  which 
appeared  very  great  to  the  much  enfeebled  and  affright- 
ed captives:  they  were  permitted  to  rest  themselves  for 
some  minutes,  and  then  pressed  onwards  to  the  broad 
mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  runs  Nescaconnah  creek. 

Doubly  distressed  by  a  recollection  of  past  happiness, 
and  a  dread  of  the  miseries  they  had  now  to  undergo, 
they  began  the  ascent  of  this  mountain  with  great  an- 
guish both  of  mind  and  body.  Benjartiin  Gilbert's  wife, 
dispirited  with  the  Increasing  difficulties,  did  not  expect 
she  was  able  to  pass  this  mountain  on  foot;  but  being 
threatened  with  death  by  the  Indians  if  she  did  not  per- 
form it,  with  many  a  heavy  step  she  at  length  succeeded. 
The  broad  mountain  is  said  to  be  seven  miles  over  in 
this  place,  and  about  10  miles  distant  from  Benjamin 


Gilbert's  settlements.  Here  they  halted  an  hour,  and 
then  struck  into  the  Neskapeck  path;  the  uneavenness 
and  ruggedncss  of  which,  rendered  it  exceedingly  toil- 
some, and  obliged  them  to  move  forwards  slowly. — 
Quackac  creek  runs  across  the  Neskapeck  path,  which 
leads  over  Pisniii-e  hill.  At  this  last  place  they  stopped 
to  refresh  themselves,  and  then  pursued  their  march  a* 
long  the  same  path,  through  Moravian  Pine  Swamp,  to 
Mahoniah  mountain,  where  they  lodged,  being  the  first 
night  of  their  captivity. 

it  may  furnish  information  to  some,  to  mention  the 
method  the  Indians  generally  use  to  secure  their  prison- 
ers: they  cut  down  a  sapling  as  large  as  a  man's  thigh, 
and  therein  cut  notches,  in  which  they  fix  their  legs, 
and  over  this  they  place  a  pole,  crossing  the  pole  on 
each  side  wlth'stakes  drove  in  the  ground,  and  in  the 
crotchet  of  the  stakes  they  place  otherpoles  or  risers, ef- 
fectually confining  the  prisoners  on  their  backs;  Besides 
which,  they  put  a  strap  round  their  necks,  which  they, 
fasten  to  a  tree:  in  this  manner  the  night  passed.  Their 
beds  were  Hemlock  brandies  strewed  on  the  ground, 
and  blankets  for  a  covering,  which  was  an  indulgence 
scarcely  to  liave  been  expected  from  savages:  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  that  in  this  melancholy  situa- 
tion, sleep  was  a  stranger  to  their  eye-lids. 

Benjamin  Peart  having  fainted  in  the  evening,  occa- 
sioned by  the  sufferings  he  endured,  was  threatned  to 
be  tomahawked  by  Rowland  Monteur,  i 

'2.&th.  Early  this  Morning  they  continued  their  route, 
near  the  waters  of  Teropln  ponds.  The  Indians  thought 
it  most  elig'lble  to  separate  the  prisoners  in  companies 
of  two  by  two,  each  company  under  the  command  of  a 
particular  Indian,  spreading  them  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, in  order  to  render  a  pursuit  as  impracticable  as 
possible.  '  The  old  peopi/;,  overcome  with  fatigue, 
could  not  -make  as  much  expedition  as  their  severe  task- 
masters thought  proper,  but  failed  in  their  journey, and 
were  therefore -threatened  with  death,  by  the  Jjidian 
under -whose  direction  the}' were  placed:  thus  circum- 
stanced, they  resigned  themselves  to  their  uhhappy  lot, 
with  as  much  fortitude  as  possible.  Towards  evening 
the  parties  again  met  and  encamped,  having  killed  a 
deer,  they  krpdied  a  fire,  eacli  one  roasting  pieces  of 
the  flesh  upon  sharpened  switches.  The  confinement 
of  the  captives  was  the  same  with  the  first  night,  but, 
as  the}?  were  by  this  lime  more  resigned  to  the  event, 
they  were  not  alfog-ether  deprived  of  sleep. 

27/A.  After  breakfast  a  council  was  held  concerning 
tire  division  of  the  prisoners,  which  being  settled,  they 
delivered  each  other  those  prisoners  who  fell  within 
their  several  allotments, giving- them  directions  to  attend 
to  the  particular  Indians  whose  property  they  became. In 
the  day's  journey  they  passed  near  Fort  Wyoming,on  the 
eastei-n  branch  of  Susquehanna,  about  forty  miles  from 
their  late  habitation.  The  Indians,  naturally  timid,  were 
alarmed  as  they  approached  this  garrison,  and  observed 
great  caution,  not  suffering  any  noise,  but  stepped  on 
the  stones  that  lay  in  the  jiath,  lest  any  footstep  should 
lead  to  a  discove'ry.  Not  far  from  thence  is  a  considera- 
ble stream  of  water,  emptying  itself  into  Susquehanna, 
which  they  crossed  with  great  difficulty,  it  being  deep 
and  rapid,  and  continued  here  this  night.  Benjamin 
Gilbert  being  bound  fast  with  cords,  underwent  great 
suiFerings.- 

28/A.  This  morning  the  prisoners  were  all  painted 
according  to  the  custom  among  the  Indians,  some  of 
them  with  red  and  black,  some  all  red,  and  some  with 
black  only:  those  whom  they  smut  with  black,  without 
any  other  co!our,are  not  considered  of  any  value, andare 
by  this  mark  generally  devoted  to  death:  although  this  , 
cruel  purpose  may  not  be  executed  immediately,  they 
are  seldom  preserved  to  reach  the  Indian  Hamlets  alive. 
In  the  evening  they  came  to  Susquehanna,  having  had 
a  painful  and  wearisome  journey  through  a  very  stony  & 
hilly  path. Here  the  1  ndlans  sought  diligently  for  a  private 
lodging-place, that  they  might  be  as  secure  as  possible 
from  any  scouting-parties  of  the  white  people. It  is  unne- 
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cessary  to  make  further  mention  of  their  manner  of  lodg- 
ing', as  it  still  remained  the  same. 

29th.  They  went  in  search  of  the  horses  which  had 
strayed  from  them  in  the  night,  and  after  some  time 
found  them.  They  then  kept  the  course  of  the  river, 
walking  along  its  side  with  difficulty.  In  the  afternoon 
they  came  to  a  place  where  the  Indians  had  directed 
four  negroes  to  wait  their  return,  having  left  them  some 
corn  for  a  subsistance :  these  negroes  had  escaped  from 
confinement,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Niagara,  when 
first  discovered  by  the  Indians;  being  challenged  by 
them,  answered  *'they  were  for  the  King,"  upon  which 
they  immediately  received  them  into  protection. 

30th.  The  Negroes  who  were  added  to  the  Company 
the  day  before,  began  cruelly  to  domineer  and  tyrannize 
ever  tlie  Prisoners,  frequently  whipping  them  for  their 
sport,  and  treating  them  with  more  severity  than  even 
the  Inijfc\ns  themselves;  having  had  their  hearts  har- 
dened by  the  meanness  of  their  condition,  and  long 
subjection  to  Slavery.  In  this  Day's  journey  they  pas- 
sed the  remains  of  the  Indian  Town,  SVyaloosing.  The 
lands  round  theie  ruins  have  a  remarkable  appear- 
ance of  fertility.  In  the  Kvening  they  made  a  lodg- 
ment by  the  side  of  a  large  Creek. 

5th  Month  1st.  After  crossing  a  considerable  Hill  in 
the  Morning,  they  came  to  a  Place  where  two  Indians 
lay  dead.  A  Party  of  Indians  had  taken  some  white 
People,  whom  they  were  carrying  oft' Prisoners,  they 
rose  upon  the  Indians  in  the  night,  killed  four  of  them 
and  then  eff"ected  their  escape.  The  women  were  sent 
forwards,  and  the  men-prisoners  commanded  to  drav,' 
near  and  view  the  two  dead  bodies,  which  remnined, 
(the  other  two  being  removed);  they  staid  to  observe 
them  a  considerate  time,  and  were  then  ordered  to  a 
place  \yere  a  tree  was  blown  down.  Death  appeared  to 
be  their  doom;  but  after  remaining  in  a  state  of  sad  sus- 
pense for  some  time,  they  were  ordered  to  dig  a  grave; 
to  effect  whicli,  they  cut  a  sapling  with  their  tomahawks, 
and  sharpened  one  end,  with  which  wooden  instrument 
one  of  them  broke  the  ground,  and  the  others  cast 
the  earth  out  with  their  hands,  the  negroes  being 
permitted  to  beat  them  severely  whilst  they  were  thus 
employed.  After  interring  the  bodies,  they  went  for- 
wards to  the  rest,  and  overtook  them  as  they  were  pre- 
paring for  their  lodging.  They  were,  not  yet  released 
from  their  sapling  confinement. 

2rf.  Having  some  of  their  provisions  w  ith  them,  they 
made  an  early  meal,  and  travelled  the  whole  dav.  They 
crossed  the  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna  tow  ards  even- 
ing, in  canoes,  at  the  place  where  Gen.  Sullivan's  army 
had  passed  it  in  their  expedition.  Their  encampment 
was  on  the  western  side  of  this  branch  of  the  l  iver;  but 
two  Indians  who  did  not  cross  it,  sent  for  IJenjamin  Gil- 
bert, jun.  and  Jesse  Gilbert's  wife,  and  as  no  probable 
cause  could  be  assigned  why  it  was  so,  the  design  was 
considered  as  a  very  dark  one,  and  was  a  grievous  af- 
fliction to  the  others. 

5c?.  '1  he  morning  however  dispelled  their  fears,  when 
they  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  ngain,  and  un- 
derstood they  had  not  received  any  treatment  harder 
th.an  their  usual  fare.  'I'he  horses  swam  the  Susquehan- 
na, by  the  side  of  the  canoe.  This  day  the  Indians  in 
then-  march  found  a  scalp,  and  took  it  along  with  them, 
as  also  some  old  corn,  of  which  they  made  a  supper  — 
They  frequently  killed  deer,  and  bv  that  means  suppli- 
ed the  company  witli  meat,  being  almost  the  only  pro- 
vision they  ate,  as  the  Klour  they  took  with  them  was 
expended. 

4th.  The  path  they  travelled  this  morning  was  but 
little  trodden,  which  made  it  difficult  for  those  who 
were  not  acquamted  with  the  woods  to  keen  in  it.  They 
crossed  a  creek  made  up  a  large  fire  to  warm  them- 
,  selves  by,  and  then  separated  into  two  companies  the 
one  taking  the  westward  path,  with  whom  were  Tho- 
mas Peart,  Joseph  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Gilbert,  jun.  and 
Jesse  Gilbert's  wife  Sarah;  the  others  went  more  to  the 
north,  over  nch  level  land.  When  evening  came,  inqui- 


ry was  made  concerning  the  four  captives  who  were  ta^ 
ken  in  the  westw-ard  path,  and  th.ey  were  told,  that 
"These  were  killed  and  scalped,  and  you  may  expect 
the  same  fate  to-night."  '  Andrew  Harrigar  v\  as  so  ter- 
rified at  the  threat,  that  he  resolved  upon  leaving  them, 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  took  a  kettle  with  pretence 
of  bringing  some  water,  and  made  his  escape  under  fa- 
vour of  the  night.  He  was  sought  after  by  the  Indians 
as  soon  as  they  observed  him  to  be  missing. 

5th.  In  the  morning  the  Indians  returned;  their  search 
for  Andrew  Harrigar  being  happily  for  him  vmsuccess- 
ful.  The  prisoners  who  remained,  were  therefore  treat- 
ed with  great  severity  on  account  of  his  escape,  and 
were  often  accused  cf  being  privy  to  his  design.  Capt. 
Rowland  Monteur,  carried  his  resentment  so  far,  that  he 
threw  Jesse  Gilbert  down,  and  lifted  his  tomahawk  to 
strike  him,  which  the  mother  prevented,  by  putting  her 
head  on  his  forehead,  beseeching  him  to  spare  her  son: 
This  so  enraged  him,  that  he  turned  round,  kicked  her 
over,  and  tied  them  both  by  their  necks  to  a  tree,  where 
they  remained  until  his  fury  was  a  little  abated;  he  then 
loosed  them,and  not  loni;  after  bid  them  pack  up  and  go 
forwards.  They  passed  through  a  large  pine  swamp,  and 
about  noon  reached  one  of  the  Kittareen  towns,  whick 
was  desolated.    Not  far  from  this  town,  on  the  summit 
of  a  mountain,  there  issues  a  large  spring,  forming  a  ve- 
ry considerable  fall,  and  runs  very  rapidly  in  an  irregu-. 
lar  v\  indiTig  stream  down  the  mountain's  sides.    They  . 
left  this  place,  an  l  took  up  their  lodging  in  a  deserted 
wigwam  covered  with  bark,  which  had  formerly  been 
part  of  a  town  of  the  Shipquagas. 

6th,  7th,  and  &th.  Thej  continued  these  three  days 
in  the  neighborhood,  of  these  villages,  which  had  been 
deserted  upon  Gei..  Sullivan's  approach.  Here  they 
lived  well,  having  in  addition  to  their  usual  bill  of  fare, 
plenty  of  turnips  and  potatoes,  which  had  remained  in 
the  ground,  unnoticed  by  the  army.  This  place  wastlie 
hunting-ground  of  the  Shiquagas,  and  whenever  their 
industry  ])rompted  them  to  go  out  hunting,  they  had  no 
difficulty  to  procure  as  many  deer  as  they  desired. 

Roast  and  boiled  meat,  with  vegetables,  afforded  them 
plentiful  meals;  they  also  caught  a  wild  turkey,  and 
some  fish,  called  suckers.  Their  manner  of  catching 
fish,  was,  to  sharpen  a  stick,  and  watch  along  the  rivers 
until  a  fish  came  near  them,  when  they  suddenly  pier- 
ced him  with  the  stick,  and  brought  him  out  of  the 
water. 

Here  were  a  number  of  colts,  some  of  them  were  ta- 
ken, and  the  prisoners  ordered  to  manage  them,  which 
was  not  easily  done. 

9th.  When  they  renewed  their  march,  they  placed 
the  mother  upon  a  horse  that  seemed  dangerous  to  ride, 
but  she  was  preserved  from  any  injuiy.  In  this  day's 
journey  they  came  to  meadow  ground,  where  they  staid 
the  night,  the  men  being  confined  as  before  related,  and 
the  negroes  lay  near  them  for  a  guard. 

iOth.  A  wet  swamp,  that  was  veiy  troublesome,  lay 
in  their  roarl;  after  w  hich  they  had  to  pass  a  rugged 
mountain,  where  there  was  no  path.  The  underbrush 
made  it  hard  labour  for  the  w  omen  to  travel;  but  no  ex- 
cuse would  avail  with  their  severe  masters,  and  they 
were  compelled  to  keep  up  with  the  Indians,  however 
great  the  fatigue.  When  they  had  passed  it,  they  tar- 
ried awhile  for  the  negroes  who  had  lagged  behind,  hav- 
ing- sufficient  employ  to  attend  to  the  colts  that  carried 
the  Plunder.  When  all  the  company  met  together,tliey 
agreed  to  rendezvous  in  an  adjoining  swamp. 

1  llh.  A  long  reach  of  savannas  and  low  ground,  ren- 
dered this  day's  route  very  fatiguing  and  painful,  espe- 
cially to  the  w  omen.  Elizabeth  I'eart's  husband  not  be- 
ing allowed  to  relieve  her  by  carrying  the  child,  her 
spirits  and  strength  were  so  exhausted  that  she  was  rea- 
dy to  faint;  the  Indian  under  whose  care  she  was,  ob- 


*Andrew  Harrigar  endured  many  hardships  in  the 
woods,  and  at  length  returned  to  the  settlements,  and 
gave  the  fir,st  authentic  intelligence  of  Benjamin  Gilbert 
and  his  family,  to  their  friends. 
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serving  her  distress,  gave  her  a  violent  blow.  When 
we  compare  the  temper  and  customs  of  these  people, 
with  those  of  our  own  color,  how  much  cause  have  we  ! 
to  be  thankful  for  the  supevioritj'  we  derive  from  the 
blessings  of  civilization. 

It  might  truly  be  said,  days  of  bitter  sorrow,  and  wea- 
risome nights  were  appointed  the  unhappy  captives.  1 
\2th.  Their  Provisions  began  to  grow  scant,  having  j 
past  the  hunting  grounds:  The  want  cf  proper  food  to 
support  them,  which  render  them  more  capable  of  en- 
during tlieir  dally  fatigue,  was  a  heavy  trial,  and  was 
much  increased  by  their  confinement  at  night.  Eliza- 
beth Gilbert  was  reduced  so  low,  that  she  travelled  in 
great  pain  all  this  day,  riding  on  horse-back  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  towards  evening  she  was  ordered  to  alight,  and 
walk  up  a  hill  they  had  to  ascend;  the  pain  she  suffer- 
ed, together  with  want  of  food,  so  overcame  her,  that 
she  was  seized  with  a  chill:  The  Indians  administered 
some  flour  and  vva'er  boiled,  which  afforded  her  relief. 

12th.  Last  night's  medicine  being  repeated,  they 
continued  their  march,  and  after  a  long  walk,  were  so 
effectually  worn  down,  that  the}'  halted.  The  pilot, 
John  Huston,  the  Elder,  took  Abner  Gilbert  with  him, 
(as  they  could  make  more  expedition  than  the  rest)  to 
procure  a  supply  of  provisions  to  relieve  their  necessity. 

14<A.  The  mother  had  suffered  so  much,  that  two  of 
lier  children  were  obliged  to  lead  her.  Before  noon 
they  came  to  Canadosago,  where  they  met  with  Benja- 
min Gilbert,  jun.  and  .Jesse  Gilbert's  wife  Sarah,  two  of 
the  four  who  had  been  separated  from  them  ten  days 
past,  and  taken  along  the  western  path.  This  meeting 
afforded  them  great  satisfaction;  the  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty of  their  lives  being  spared,  often  distressing  their 
affectionate  relations. 

John  Huston,  jun.  the  Indian  under  vv'hose  care  Ben- 
jamin Gilbert  was  placed,  designing  to  dispatch  him, 
painted  him  black;  this  exceedingly  terrified  the  fami- 
])',  but  no  intreaties  of  theirs  being  likely  to  prevail, 
they  resigned  their  cause  to  him  whose  power  can  con- 
trol all  events.  AVearied  with  their  weakness  and  trav- 
elling, they  made  a  stop  to  recover  themselves,  when  the 
pilot  returning,  assured  them  they  should  soon  receive 
some  provisions.  The  negroes  were  reduced  so  low 
with  hunger,  that  th  elr  behaviour  was  different  from 
what  it  had  been  conductirg  with  more  moderation. — 
At  their  quarters  in  the  evening,  two  white  men  came 
to  them,  one  of  which  was  a  volunteer  amongst  the  Bri- 
tish, the  other  had  been  taken  prisoner  some  time  be- 
fore; these  two  men  brought  some  hommony,  and  sugar 
made  from  the  sweet  maple,  the  sap  being  boiled  to  a 
consistency,  and  is  but  little  inferior  to  the  sugar  impor- 
ted from  the  islands.  Of  this  provision,  and  an  hedge- 
hog which  they  found,  they  made  a  more  comfortable 
supper  than  they  had  enjoyed  for  many  days. 

\5th.  In  the  morning  the  volunteer  having  received 
information  of  the  rough  treatment  the  prisoners  met 
with  from  the  negroes,  relieved  them,  by  taking  the 
four  blacks  under  his  care.  It  was  not  without  much 
difficulty  they  crossed  a  large  creek  which  was  in  their 
way,  being  obliged  to  swim  their  horses  over  it.  Ben  • 
jamin  Gilbert  began  to  fail;  the  Indian,  whose  property 
he  v/as,  highly  irritated  at  his  want  ef  strength,  put  a 
rope  about  his  neck,  leading  him  along  with  U;  fatigue 
at  last  so  overcame  him,  that  he  fell  on  the  ground,  when 
the  Indian  pulled  the  rope  so  hard, that  he  almost  choak- 
ed  him.  His  wife  seeing  this,  resolutely  interceded  for 
-  him,  although  the  Indians  bid  her  go  forwards,  as  the 
others  had  gone  on  before  them;  this  she  refused  to 
comply  with,  unless  her  husband  might  be  permitted  to 
accompany  her;  they  replied  "That  they  were  deter- 
mined to  kill  the  old  man,"  having  before  this  set  him 
apart  as  a  victim.  But  at  length  her  entreaties  prevail- 
ed, and  their  hearts  were  turned  from  their  cruel  pur- 
pose. Had  not  an  overruling  Providence  preserved 
him  from  their  fury,  he  would  "inevitably  have  perished, 
as  the  Indians  seldom  shew  mercy  to  those  whom  they 
devote  to  death,  which,  as  has  been  before  observed, 


was  the  case  with  Benjamin  Gilbert,  whom  they  had 
smeared  vvith  black  paint  from  this  motive.  When  their 
anger  was  a  little  moderated,  they  set  forwards  to  over- 
take the  rest  of  the  company.  Their  relations,  who  had 
been  eye-witnesses  of  the  former  pai't  of  this  scene  of 
crueltj',  and  expected  they  would  both  have  been  mur- 
dered, rejoiced  gi'eatly  at  their  return,  considering  their 
safety  as  a  providential  deliverance. 

16//i.  Necessity  induced  two  of  the  Indians  to  setoff 
en  horse-back,  into  the  Seneca  country,  in  search  of 
provisions.  The  prisoners,  in  the  mean  time,  were  or- 
dered to  dig  up  a  root,  something  resembling  potatoes, 
which  the  Indians  called  whoppanies.  They  tarried  at  - 
this  place,  until  toward?  the  evening  of  the  succeeding- 
day,  and  made  a  soup  of  wild  onions  and  turnip  tops;  this 
they  eat  without  bread  or  salt,  it  could  not  therefore  af- 
ford sufficient  sustenance,  either  for  young  or  ojd;  their 
food  being  so  very  light,  their  strength  daily  wasted. 

17th.  They  left  this  place,  and  crossed  the  Genessee 
river,  (which  empties  its  waters  into  Lake  Ontario)  on  a 
raft  of  logs,  bound  together  by  hickory  withes;  this  ap- 
peared to  be  a  dangerous  method  of  ferryingthem  over 
such  a  river,  to  those  who  had  been  unaccustomed  to 
such  convey  ances.  They  fixed  their  station  near  the 
Gennessee  bunks,  and  procured  more  of  the  wild  pota-  , 
toe  roots  before  mentioned,  for  their  supper. 

3  8/A.  One  of  the  Indians  left  t4ie  company,  taking 
with  him  the  finest  horse  they  had,  and  In  some  hours  af- 
ter, returned  with  a  large  piece  of  meat,  ordering  the 
captives  to  boll  it;  this  command  the)  cheerfully  per- 
formed,  anxiously  watching  the  kettle,  fresh  meat  being 
a  rarity  which  they  had  not  eaten  for  a  long  time.  The  In- 
dians, when  it  was  sufficiently  boiled,  distributed  to 
each  otie  a  piece,  eating-^  sparingly  themselves.  The 
prisoners  made  their  repast  without  bread  or  salt,  and 
eat  with  a  good  relish,  what  they  supposed  to  be  fresh, 
beef,  but  afterwards  understood  it  was  horse-flesh. 

A  shrill  halloo  which  they  heard,  gave  the  prisoners, 
some  uneasiness;  one  of  the  Indians  immediately  rode 
to. examine  the  cause,  and  found  it  was  Capt.  Rowland 
Monteur,  and  hisbrother  John's  wife,  with  some  otliep 
Indians,  who  were  seeking  them  with  provision.  Tii© 
remainder  of  the  company  soon  reached  them,  and  they 
divided  some  bread,  which  they  had  brought,  into  small" 
pieces,  according  to  the  number  of  the  Company. 

Here  is  a  large  extent  of  rich  farming-  land,  remarka-' 
ble  for  itslevelness  and  beautiful  meadows.    The  coun-- 
tiy  is  s  )  flat,  that  there  are  no  falls  in  the  ri\  ers,  and  the 
waters  run  .slow  and  deep;  and  whenever  showers  de- 
scend, they  continue  a  long  time  muddled. 

The  captain  and  his  company  had  brought  with  them 
cakes  of  hommony  and  Indian  corn;  of  this  they  made  a 
good  meal.  He  appeared  pleased  to  see  the  prisoners, 
having  been  absent  from  them  several  days,  and  order- 
ed them  all  round  to  shake  hands  with  him.  Trom  him 
they  received  information  respecting  Joseph  Gilbert 
and  Thomas  Peart,  who  v/ere  separated  from  the  others 
on  the  4th  inst.  that  they  had  arrived  at  the  Indian  set- 
tlements, some  time,  in  safety. 

The  company  staid  the  night  at  this  place.  One  of 
the  Indians  refused  to  suft'er  any  of  them  to  come  near 
his  fire,  or  converse  with  the  prisoner,  who  in  the  dis- 
tribution had  fallen  to  him.  C'^'^     continued.  J 

:  EXPERIMENT.^  ON  WATER  POWER. 

Hall  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  7 
May  1829.  5 
The  undersig-ned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  under  the  forego- 
ing resolutions,  [see  Register,  page  253],  have  determi- 
ned after  due  consideration,  that" the  object  of  the  Insti- 
tute and  the  wishes  and  interest  of  the  public  will  be 
much  better  attairted  bj' having  at  their  command  a  head 
and  fall  of  22  feet.  1  hey  have  accordingly  applied  to 
tlie  City  Councils  for  liberty  to  use  water  from  ttie  con- 
duit pipes  from  which  such  a  head  can  easily  be  obtain- 
ed—this privilege  has  been  cheerfully  granted. 
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The  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  has  already  been 
subscribed;  and  it  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  the 
fiu-ther  sum  of  eigliteen  hundred  dollars  will  be  siiffi- 
cient  to  bring  the  experiments  to  a  satisfactory  and  suc- 
cessful issue. 

T-liHt  the  public  m;»y  be  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
mag'nitude  and  importance  of  the  undertaking-,  the  fol- 
,  lowing  brief  outline  of  the  views  of  tiie  committee  is  sub- 
mitted: 

It  is  intended  to  wse  wheels  of  various  sizes  from  2  feet 
in  diameter  up  to  20;  to  ascertain  the  maximum  effect  of 
each  wheel  separately,  as  it  i-elates  to  the  quantity  and 
head  of  water,  to  be  used,  and  the  place  of  its  dehvery 
on  the  wheel,  and  the  form  of  the  gate,  and  shape  and 
position  and  size  of  the  buckets  or  floats;  to  ascertain 
the  relative  powers  of  the  same  wheel  when  used  as  an 
undershot,  breast,  and  overshot;  and  also  to  compare 
tlie  powers  of  different  wheel3(when  used  in  these  three 
different  manners  with  each  other)  when  the  same  and 
different  heads  are  used,  and  when  the  same  and  differ- 
ent quantities  of  water  are  used:  and  thus  to  ascertain 
witii  what  head  and  fall  it  is  best  to  use  the  different 
kind  of  wheels — having  regard  also  to  the  quantity  of 
water  employed.  In  general,  to  ascertain  the  means  of 
employing  any  given  quantity  of  water  with  a  given 
head  and  fall  so  as  to  produce  a  maximum  effect. 

In  arriving  atthis  general  result,  many  particulars  be- 
sides those  enumerated,  will,  of  course,  be  established 
— such  as  the  relative  velocity  of  the- wheel  and  stream, 
in  the  case  of  undershot,  when  the  effect  is  a  maximum 
— whether  the  effect  increases  with  the  head  in  the  same 
ratio  for  under-shots  as  for  over-shots. 

In  conducting  these  experiments  the  Committee  will 
not  take  their  own  theories  or  those  of  others  for  grant- 
ed— but  they  will  endeavor  to  estabhsh  every  principle 
on  the  solid  basis  of  experiment. 

The  Committee  now  confidently  call  on  every  liberal 
minded  citizen  of  this  republic  to  aid  the  Institute  with 
77»>2(/and  monty,  to  carry  into  successful  operation'these 
highly  useful  and  interesting  exjjeriments. 

Any  sum  enclosed  to  either  of  the  luidersigned,  for 
the  purpose  named  above, will  be  thankfully  received — 
and  any  experiment  proposed  by  the  donor,  if  compati- 
ble with  the  views  of  the  Institute,  shall  be  performed; 
and  the  result  with  the  name  of  the  proposer  (unless 
otherwise  directed,)  shall  be  inseited  in  the  .lournal  of 
the  Institute,  with  the  general  report,  at  the  termination 
of  the  experim.ents. 

It  is  desired  that  contributors  will  send  in  their  con- 
tributions before  the  first  of  ,lune,  as  the  Institute  wish- 
es to  terminate  the  experiments  this  autumn. 

s.  y,.  muhrick, 
•       ^  ■  •       ■■  ^.  >     Benjamiit  Reeves, 

'  .      '       '    '  ■        ■  Isaiah  Lukens, 

■  • -."J ' 't'^'-' .■-■■■•V  jjnrus  Ttleu, 

■■'  ■■'     -  '       Andrew  Yoi'ks, 

■  *' "    ■  ■      "  _  M.  W.  BALTiwiJf, 

•'    ■-  •    .  •         ■    ■'    .'■  '/i.:'       Jons  LETEniNG, 
.  ■       ■  .    .loHN  AgNKW, 

'  ■  Samuel  IIaines", 

'       '  James  P.  Espy, 

"  .1;  .  ";■  ' '    "     .  ,  .  .  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  TIIE  FUEL  SAVINGS  SOCIETY. 

The  Board  of  Managers  report  to  the  Society,  That 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Board  was  duly  organized  shortly  after  its  election,  the 
usvial  standing-  committees  appointed,  and  suitable  offi- 
cers for  the  reception  of  deposits  within  the  city  and  li- 
berties established. 

The  Fuel  committee  were  directed  to  purchase  a 
supply  of  good  oak  wood,  at  the  most  favom-able  state 
of  the  market,  the  quantity  purchased  made  the  stock 
to  consist  of  upwards  of  200  cords. 

This  quantity,  although  small,  compared  with  what 


had  hitherto  been  laid  in,  proved  more  than  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demand  of  depositers. 

Several  circumstances  have  combined  within  the  last 
three  or  four  j  ears,  to  retard  the  opei  ations  of  the  So- 
ciety, among'st  which  were  the  unjjrecedented  mildness 
of  the  winters,  and  particularly  tluit  of  1827-8. 

The  plentiful  supply  and  consequent  low  price  of 
fuel,  affording  to  the  poorer  classes  comparatively  easy 
access  to  this  essential  article  of  comfort,  within  the 
above  named  period. 

Anxious  to  avoid  Ihe  inconvenience  and  loss  conse- 
quent on  keeping  wood  over  to  a  second  season,  sales 
were  effected  last  winter  at  an  earlier  period  than  usual 
of  the  estimated  surplus  at  a  fair  advance. 

The  severity  of  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  howev- 
er, occasioned  a  call  upon  the  Society  for  a  number  of 
balances  which  had  laid  for  years. 

To  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  Society  unimpaired, 
the  Board  was  obliged  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  wood 
in  the  market,  at  an  advance  of  one  hundred  per  cent, 
above  the  price  charged  to  depositers. 

Although  from  this  occurrence,  some  loss  has  been 
sustained  by  the  Society,  )'et,  we  apprehend,  the  effect 
will  tend  materially  to  promote  the  real  object  of  the 
Institution,  by  exemplifying  in  a  striking  manner,  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  participating  in  the  ben- 
efits which  it  affoj-ds. 

T  he  ])rice  charged  to  depositers  throughout  the 
season,  w  as  four  dollars  per  cord,  whilst  during  part  of 
the  winter,  oak  wood  commanded  at  the  whaif,  'I'eii 
dollars. 

There  is,  we  b'elieve,  at  the  present  time,  a  gene- 
ral disposition  abroad,  i-ather  to  promote  habits  of 
industry  and  economy  amongst  the  poor,  than  to  en- 
courage a  miserable  and  paralyzing  dependence  on  pub- 
lic churitj^ 

By  the  Treasurer's  account,  it  appears,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived within  the  last  year,  including  tlie  balance  from' 
the  last  settlement,  §1393  72  cents,  and  paid  drafts  of 
the  Board  to  the  amount  of  §540,  leaving  in  his  hands 
due  the  Society  on  the  20th  inst.  $853  72  cents. 

Before  closing  this  report,  the  Board  will  take  occa- 
sion to  remark.  That  although  the  operations  of  the 
Society,  for  the-  past  year  have  been  comparatively 
small,  yet  the  class  of  depositers  has  been  generally 
of  a  very  respectable  and  intelligent  order  of  persons, 
many  of  whom  have  expressed  their  gratitude  to  the 
Societ}  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  have  promised  to 
exert  their  influence  to  induce  their  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance to  a  participation  in  the  benefits  offered  to 
their  acceptance.  Much,  however,  will  still  depend 
upon  our  fellow  citizens,  who  give  employment  to  the 
industrious  operatives  in  Society,  to  encourage  in  this 
interesting  class,  a  spirit  of  independence  and  self-res- 
pect, of  the  highest  importance,  not  only  to  themselves,  . 
but  to  the  community  at  large. 


At  a  stated  meeting  of  (he  Society,  held  agreeably  to 
the  Constitution,  by  public  notice,  the  23d.  of  od. 
month,  (March,)  1829.  The  following  persons  were 
duly  elected  officers  and  managers  for  the  ensuing 
year: — 

llobert  Ralston,  Fresident. 

Vice  Presidents, 
i  "'"       Thomas Rodgers,  A.  A.Browne. 
I,.  Nicholson,  Treasurer. 
Edward  Needles,  Secretary. 

Managers. 


W.  M.  Walmsley, 
A.  M.  Buckley, 
Joseph  M.  Truman, 
William  Robinson, 
Jonathan  Uoberts, 
Daniel  Knight, 


Charles  Williams, 
J.  H.  Schreiner, 
Saml.  C.  Bunting, 
W.  C.  Hancock, 
F.  Erringer, 
E.  B.  Garrigucs. 


Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Society, 
Edward  Needles.  Sec'ry. 


1829.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  KEGISTER. 

APniL,  1829  K1.pt   in   CHILIsaiJAaUE,  BT   J.  p. 
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AW  ACT   RELATIVE  TO  INSURANCE  C03I- 
PANIES 

And  Agencies  of  Insurance  Companies  not  chartered 
by  this  state,  which  was  passed  at  the  late  session  of 
the  legislature. 

An  act  relative  to  Insurance  Companies  and  Agencies 
of  Insurance  Companies  not  chartered  by  this  State. 
Sect  ion  1.  Be  it  enacted  bj/  the  incite  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Communwealtli  of  Pennsyloania  in 
General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  any  person  or  persons  within 
the  state  who  shall  act  as  an  agent  or  agents  for  any  in- 
dividuals, or  association  of  individuals  not  incorporated 
and  authorised  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  to  effect  insu- 
rances, against  losses  by  sea,  in  the  nature  of  marine 
risks,  or  against  losses  by  fire,  or  Insurance  on  lives,  or 
granting  annuities,  or  against  any  other  loss  or  peril, 
such  as  by  rain,  flood,  ice,  theft,  or  any  other  cause, 
whether  on  land  or  water,  upon  all  and  every  kind  of 
property,  although  rsuch  individuals  or  associations  may 
be  incorporated  for  that  purpose  by  any  other  state, 
shall  pay  to  the  state  treasurer,  yearly  and  every  year, 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  upon  every  sum  of  onehun- 
dred  dollars  upon  the  amount  of  all  premiums  received 
by  such  agent  or  agents, or  any  other  person  or  persons 
for  him  or  them,  or  which  shall  have  been  agreed  to  be 
paid  for  any  insurances  effected  or  agreed  to'be  effected 
or  procured  by  liim  or  them,  as  such  agent  or  agents, 
against  lost  or  injury  sustained  by  sea,or  against  loss  or  in- 
jury sustained  by  fire,or  insurance  on  lives, or  granting  an- 
nuities.or  againstany  other  losses  or  peril,such  as  by  rain, 
flood,  ice,  theft,  or  any  other  cause,  whether  on  land  or 
water,  upon  all  and  every  kind  of  property,  and  the  said 
agent  or  agents  shall  yearly  and  every  year,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  of  July,  furnish  to  the  auditor  gen- 
eral of  this  commonwealth  a  true  account  of  all  such  pre- 
miums, verified  on  oath  or  affirmation,  before  a  magis- 


trate, and  also  a  correct  list  of  the  amount  of  all  such  in- 
surances, whether  on  marine,  fire,  or  other  risks  before 
mentioned,  verified  as  aforefaid,  and  pay  the  said  sum 
of  twent}'  dollars  in  every  one  hundred  dollars,  and  any 
agent  or  agents  offending-  ag-ainst  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall. forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
for  each  and  e\ery  such  Insuiance,  to  be  recovered  in 
the  manner  in  which  fines  and  forfeitures  of  that  amognt 
are  by  law  recoverable,  one  half  of  which  fine  to  be 
piiid  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  in  the  city,  .boi'ough,  district  or  countj', 
where  such  insurance  or  insurances  shall  have  been  ef- 
fected or  agreed  to  be  effected  or  procured  as  aforesaid: 
Provided  always  nevertheless,  That  notwithstanding  such 
forfeiture,  and  the  payment  thereof,  the  said  agent  or 
agents,  sliall  remain  ])ersonally  answerable  for  the  said 
payment  on  premiums  to  the  state  treasui'er,  and  shall 
in  default  be  immediately  prosecuted  therefor  in  the 
name  of  the  common  wea[tli :  Jlnd provided  also.  That  the 
principals  of  such  agent  or  agents  and  their  property 
^hall  be  responsible  for  the  said  payments,  and  shall  and 
may  be  proceeded  against  by  suit,' attachment,  or  other- 
wise, as  the  case  may  reqviire. 

WILLIAM  MACKENZIE. 

The  following  article  precedes  the  second  volume  of 
the  Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  Loganian  Li- 
brary, recently  published.' 

The  Books  described  in  the  following  Catalogue,  were 
part  of  the  Library  of  the  late  William  Mackenzie,  JUsq. 
of  Philadelphia,  the. city  of  his  birth  and  residence,  du- 
ring a  life  extended  beyond  seventy  years,  and  almost 
exclusively  devoted  to  literary  pui-suits. 

He  was  born  on  the  23d  of  Jul)',  1758,  received  his  ed- 
ucation at  the  College  and  Academy  of  Philadelphia, 
and  then  entered  the  counting  house  of  the  late  John 
Ross,  Esq.  one  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  of  that 
city;  where  he  acquired  an  accurate  and  extensive 
knovvledge  of  mercantile  affairs;  with  reputation  to  him- 
self and  the  esteem  of  that  highly  respectable  gentle- 
man; but  being  easy  in  his  circumstances,  and  fond  of 
reading  and  retirement,  he  indulged  himself  in  literary 
pursuits,  and  gradually  accumulated  the  collection  of 
rare  and  valuable  books,  now  bequeathed  to  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Loganian  Libraries,  wilh  many  others,  the 
greater  part  of  which  have  since  been  purchased  from 
his  Executors  for  those  Institutions. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  James  ABEi!cnoMBiE>  who  was  one  of 
his  few  intimate  friends,  in  speaking  of  him,  says — "He 
believes  he  never  had  an  enemy,  at  least,  from  the  puri- 
ty of  his  principles  and  correctness  of  his  conduct,  I  am 
sure  he  never  deserved  one." 

His  constitution,  though  vigorous,  was  not  robust,  his 
manners  plain  and  conciliatory;  his  hand  and  purse  were 
ever  open  and  ready  to  relieve  individual  and  domestic 
distress,  and  conti-ibute  to  public  requisitions;  in  short, 
in  every  relation  which  he  bore  to  society;  he  exhibited 
a  truly  estimable  and  exemplary  character;  as  a  son,  du- 
tiful, affectionate  and  attentive;  as  a  man,  benevolent, 
liberal  and  honest;  as  a  citizen,  patriotic,  generous  and 
amiable;  as  a  friend,  firm,  sincere  and  candid;  as  a  com- 
panion, intelligent,  entertaining  and  courteous.  He  was 
an  accomplished  Belles  Lettres  and  Classical  Scholar, 
and  the  tenor  of  his  life  was  an  uniform  illustration  of  his 
principles  and  the  benevolence  of  his  heart.  He  died 
on  the  30th  of  July;  1828,  having  by  his  last  will  and 
testament  made  the  following  bequests;  in  carrying 
which  into  effect  and  disposing  of  his  remaining  books, 
his  Executors,  Thomas  Mitchell,  George  S.  Savery,  and 
Judah  Dobson,  have  manifested  the  same  liberality  and 
regard  to  the  two  Institutions,  which  influenced  the  tes- 
tator in  making  those  bequests.  They  are  contained  in 
the  following  extract  from  his  will,  viz. 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  their  successors  and  assigns  forever,  five 
hundred  volumes  to  be  chosen  by  the  Directors  thereof 
from  my  English  books,  published  since  the  beginning 
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of  the  eig-hteenth  century;  and  I  g'ive  and  bequeath  to 
the  Library  Company  of  Pliiladelpliia  aforesaid,  tlieir 
successors  and  assig'ns  forever,  in  trust  for  the  increase 
of  the  Log-;inian  Librar}',  and  subject  to  tlie  direction  of 
the  Trustees  thereof,  all  my  books  pi-inted  before  tlie 
beginning  of  the  eig-hteenth  centur}',  and  eight  hundred 
volumes  more  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  trustees  from  my 
French  books,  and  Latin  books,  printed  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighteenth  cenlury." 

Introduction  of  tlie  Pertnnial  Cabbage  — At  a  meeting 
of  the  Pennsyl\ ania  Horticultural  Society,  April  4-th, 
a  quantity  of  Perennial  Cabbage-seed,  imported  fi cm 
France,  and  presented  to  tlie  Society  by  our  patriotic 
fctlow-cltizen  Elias  Durand,  was  received,  and  a  portion 
of  it  distributed.  T  lie  remaindei-  is  placed  with  Messrs. 
I,andretbs,  by  whom  it  will  be  dibti-ibutcd  to  ;ipp!icant!i. 
'fhe  seed  should  be  sown  tiiin,  and  the  plants  set  out 
in  October,  20  inches  apart,  to  remain  out  all  winter. — 
'I  his  is  the  practice  in  Maine  and  Dritlany,  but  iii  this 
country  a  cover  may  be  found  necessary'.  The  leaves 
are  to  be  used  the  follovving  sprii\g  as  wanted,  always 
observing  to  leave  five  or  six  leaves  on  the  top.  After 
November  no  more  leaves  are  to  be  pul!e<l,  but  the 
young  sprouts  used  which  appear  in  the  place  of  those 
detached.  The  Cabbage-stalks  last  four  years  in  France, 
and  the  leaves  are  extensively  used  for  feeding  c;>ttle. 

Small  tribute  to  Genius. —  ,V  short  time  since  I  called 
to  see  Jacob  Miessc,  Esq.  of  Bern  tow  nship,  Berks  co. 
Pa.  who  showed  me  a  number  of  engravings  executed 
by  his  son  Mr.  Gabriel  Miesse.  Thisyoung  gentleman 
has  an  undoubted  claim  to  talents.  The  first  piece  of 
work  of  the  kind  he  peiformed  is  surprisingly  well 
done,  when  it  is  recollected  that  he  had  never  seen  a 
copper-plate, — in  fact  not  even  a  graver,  for  this  instru- 
ment was  constructed  by  a  neighboring  black-smith  ac- 
cording to  a  pattern  furnished  by  the  young  man  him-- 
self  In  consequence  of  the  development  of  such  prom.- 
ising  talents,  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  liberality  of 
his  father,  to  resort  to  Philadelphia  and  put  himself  un- 
der the  care  of  an  expei-lenced  artist.  But  from  great 
constitutional  delicacy  of  frame,  he  did  not  remain  there 
more  than  ten  days  or  two  weeks  before  he  was  attack- 
ed by  a  severe  illness,  which  obliged  him  to  return  to 
the  country,  and  abandon  those  opportunities  so  conge- 
nial to  his  taste.  He  continued  however  to  amuse  him- 
self by  engraving  a  great  variety  of  pieces,  among 
which  are  plants,  flowers,  animals,  the  human  figure, 
&c.  &c.  executed  with  a  spirit  and  fidelity  truly  aston- 
ishing, and  turned  off  by  an  ajDparatus  wholly  construct- 
ed by  himself,  from  the^stde  to  the  press.  H. 

y-'j   \  -   ■  '  '  ,      -  X  '  Schuylkill  Joiirn . 

POTTSVILLE. 

Great  preparations  are  making  in  this  place' for  the 
purpose  of  putting  up  a  large  number  of  buildings  du- 
ring the  present  season.  The  ten  buildings  situated  on 
Coal  street,  and  ten  situated  on  Mahantango  street,  and 
styled  "Clinton  Bow,"  which  were  put  up  by  an  entcr- 
prlzing  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  will  be  ready  for  the  re- 
ception of  families  in  the  course  of  the  present  month. 
We  are  also  pleased  to  state  that  a  number  of  substanti- 
al brick  buildings  wdl  be  erected.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  as  they  will  greatly  add  to  the  beauty  and  appear- 
ance of  the  town. 

Rents  here  are  very  high;  a  two  story  building  on  the 
main-street  will  command  a  rent  of  between  2  "and  300 
dollars  per  annum.  Capitalists  could  not  lay  out  their 
money  to  better  advantage  than  by  purchasing  lots  and 
building  upon  them,  as  at  the  rate  of  rents  above  stated, 
they  would  realize  an  interest  of  from  12  to  15  per  cent 
on  the  capital  stock  invested,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  increase  in  value  the  property  undoubted- 
ly would  undergo. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  increasing  amount  of  business 
(done  in  this  town,  we  present  the  following  statement: 


Since  the  opening  of  the  navigation  this  spring  until  the 
30th  April,  there  had  been  despatched  from  Poltsville 
236  boats,  carrying  6472  tons.  From  April  24th  to  A- 
pril  SOth,  1829,  59  coal  boats  were  despatched,  carr}- 
ing  163f  tons;-.during  the  same  per'od  last  year,  32  coal 
boats,  carr)  ing915  tons  were  despatched.  Increase  for 
the  week  in  favour  of  1829,  27  boats  and  722  tons!  — 
Such  is  the  grand  eflect  of  opening  a  water  communi- 
cation from  a  seaport  to  a  coal  region. 

So  great  is  the  scarcity  of  teams  at  this  place  that  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  to  haul  coal  to 
the  landings  as  fast  as  it  is  transported.  Persons  at  a 
distance  owning  teams,  would  receive  very  good  wa- 
ges for  them  by  sending  them  here  for  that  purpose. 

—  Miners'  Juurn. 

Port  Carbon — This  village  lies  at  the  head  of  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation,  which  was  extended  up  to  the 
mouth  of  Mill  Creek  last  sunimer,  and  about  two  miles 
to  the  north-cast  of  Pottsville.  The  town  is  thriving  ve- 
ry rapidly — there  sre  already  3  stores,  3  taverns,  and 
about  20  dwelling-houses;  and  it  is  supposed  that  be- 
tween 20  and  30  more  will  be  ertcted  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  season.  This  place  is  vei-y  happily  located, 
surrounded  almost  by  lofty  mountains,  whose  bowels  are 
well  stored  with  the  mineral  wealth  of  ihis  region.  An- 
thracite Coal,  which  can  be  conveyed  to  the  landings 
with  great  facility. 

The  ground  plot  for  this  town  was  laid  out  by  several 
enterprisii'g  individuals — the  lots  adjoining  the  land- 
ings, by  Abraham  Pott  and  Jacob  W.  Seitzlnger;  and 
adjoining  this  to  the  westward  is  Laivtonville,  laid  out 
by  Wilfam  Lawton^  Esq.  and  on  the  continuation  of 
the  river  Schuylkill  is  RlwathviUc,  laid  out  by  Daniel  J. 
Tdioads,  V'scp— the  whole  of  which  constitutes  Por/ Car- 
ion,  and  possesses  advantages  of  no  ordinary  nature  to 
become  a  place  of  considerable  business. — Miner's  Jn. 

'■•     '  .  "  -    '  MjLTOir,  May  7. 

The  Contrast.— A  merchant  of  Middleburg,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  passed  through  this  town  last  week,  on 
his  way  to  the  city,  who  Informed  us  that  he  purchases 
the  principal  pait  of  his  goods  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
sends  them  by  water  up  the  North  Hiver  to  Albany, 
through  the  Ei-ie  canal  to  Buffalo,  up  the  lake  to  Cleave- 
land,  and  ihroug'h  the  Ohio  canal  to  his  store  in  Middle- 
burg, (a  distance  of  750  miles,)  and  that  the  freight 
amounts  to  only  Jil  37^  per  hundi-edi!  Now  look  at 
the  other  side; — The  merchants  of  this  town  wno  have 
their  goods-brought  fi-om  Philadelphia,  (a  distance  of 
140  miles)  in  wagons,  pay  $1  50  per  hundred! !  I  This 
simple  fact  speaks  volumes;  it  sets  scepticism  at  defi- 
ance. But  one  fact  more; — merchants  who  have  goods 
brought  from  Philadelphia  to  Pottsville  in  boats,  pay  for 
freight  and  storage  25  cents  per  cwt. ;  from  thence  to 
this  place  in  wagons,  62  cents;  making  an  aggregate  of- 
only  87  cents;  reducing  freight  nearly  one  Aa//"  by  hav- 
ing a  canal  part  of  the  way.  States'  Mv. 

The  supposition  of  the  editorofthe  MifBin  Eag'e,[see 
last  Register,]  that  the  dam  in  the  Susquehanna  has  had 
the  effect  of  directing  the  course  of  the  shad  up  the  Ju- 
niata, is  not  founded  in  truth.  Certain  are  we  that  shad 
have  not  been  caught  in  such  abundance  at  this  place 
and  neighborhood  for  several  years,  as  they  are  thlssea-_ 
son.  ■  ■'   -     Milton  Mv. 

Jacob  Sperry  has  been  appointed  by  the  Governor,  an 
Alderman  for  this  city. 

William  Duane  appointed  Prothonotary  of  the  Su- 
preme court, 

Piiiited  every  SATURDAY  MORNING  by  WILLIAM  F 
GEDDES,  No.  59  Luoiist  Slreit.  Philadelphia;  where,  and  at 
the  PUBLICATION  OFFICE,  IN  FRANKLIN  PLACE,  second 
door  tiucli  of  the  Post  OtHce,  (l;aclt  room)  subscriptions  will  be 
ilianlifully  received.  Price  FIVE  DOLLARS  pel-  annnin,  payable 
annnally  by  siibscriljers  residing  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
iheie  is  an  agent.    Other  subscribers  pay  in  .advance. 
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CAPTIVITY  OF  BENJAMIIV  GILBERT  AND 
HIS  PAMII.Y. 

Continued  from  page  317,  vol.  3d. 

\9th.  Pounding- hommony  was  this  day's  employment, 
,  the  weather  being-  warm,  ipade  it  a  hard  task;  they  boil- 
ed it  and  prepared  it  for  supper,  the  Indians  sitting- 
down  to  eat  first,  and  when  they  had  concluded  their 
meal,  they  wiped  the  spoon  on  the  soal  of  their  mocka- 
son,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  captives:  hung-er  alone 
could  prevail  on  any  one  to  eat  after  such  filth  and  nas- 
tiness. 

20th.  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  the  mother,  being- oblig-ed  to 
ride  alone,  missed  the  path,  for  which  the  Indians  re- 
peatedly struck  her.  Their  route  still  continued 
through  rich  meado%v.  After  wandering-  for  a  time  out 
of  the  direct  path,  they  came  to  an  Indian  town,  and  ob- 
tained the  necessary  information  to  pursue  their  journey: 
the  Indians  ra?i  out  of  their  huts  to  see  the  prisonei-s, 
and  to  partnke  ofthe  plunder;  but  no  part  oFit  suited 
them.  Beinjj  directed  to  travel  the  path  back  ag-ain,  for 
a  short  distance,  they  did  so,  and  then  struck  into  anoth- 
er, and  went  on  until  night,  by  wliich  time  they  were 
very  hungry,  not  having  eat  since  morning-;  the  kettle 
was  again  put  on  the  firej  for  hommony,  this  being- 
their  only  food. 

21si.  The  report  of  a  morning  gun  from  Niagara, 
which  they  heard,  contributed  to  raise  their  hopes,  they 
rejoiced  at  being  so  near.  An  Indian  was  dispatched 
on  horse-back,  to  procure  provisions  from  the  Fort. 

Elizabeth  Gilbert  could  not  walk  as  fast  as  the  rest, 
she  was  therefore  sent  forwards  on  foot,  but  was  soon 
overtaken,  and  left  behind,  the  rest  being  obliged  by 
the  Indians  to  go  on  without  regarding  her.  She 
would  have  been  greatly  perplexed,  when  she  came  to 
a  division-path,  had  not  her  husband  lain  a  branch  across 
the  path  which  would  have  led  her  wrong:  an  affecting 
instance  both  of  ingenuity  and  tenderness.  Shemet  sev- 
eral Indians^  who  passed  by  without  speaking  to  her. 

An  Indian  belonging  to  the  company,  who  was  on  the 
Ivorse  Elizabeth  Gilbert  had  rode,  overtook  her,  and,  as 
he  went  on  slowly,  conversing  with  her,  endeavoured 
to  alarm  her,  by  saying  that  she  would  be  left  behind, 
and  perish  in  the  woods;  yet,  notvvithstatiding  this,  his 
heart  was  so  softened  before  he  had  gone  any  great  dis- 
tance from  her,  that  he  alighted  from  the  horse  and  left 
him,  that  she  might  be  able  to  reach  the  rest  ofthe  com- 
pany. The  more  seriously  she  considered  this,  the 
more  it  appeared  to  her,  to  be  a  convincing  instance  of 
the  overruling  protection  of  Him,  who  can  "turn  the 
1  heart  of  man,  as  the  husbandman  turneth  the  water- 
course in  his  Field." 

22c?.  As  the  Indians  approached  nearer  their  habita- 
tions, they  frequently  repeated  their  halloos,  and  after 
some  time,  they  received  an  answer  in  the  sam.e  manner, 
which  alarmed  the  company  much;  but  they  soon  dis- 
covered it  to  proceed  from  a  party  of  whites  and  Indians, 
who  were  on  some  expedition,  though  their  pretence 
was,  that  they  were  for  New-York.  Not  long  after 
parting  with  these,  the  captain's  wife  came  to  them;  she 
was  daughter  to  Siangorochti,  king  of  the  Senecas,  but 
her  mother  being  a  Cayuga,  she  was  ranked  among  that 
nation,  the  children  generally  reckoningtheir  descent 
'  from  the  mother's  side.    This  Princess  was  attended  by 
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the  Captain's  brother  John,  one  other  Indian,  and  a 
white  prisoner-who  had  been  taken  at  \V3'oming,  by 
Rowland  Monteur;  she  was  dressed  altogether  in  the  In- 
dian manner,  shining  with  gold  lace  and  silver  baubles: 
they  brought  with  them  from  the  fort  a  supply  of  pro- 
vision.  'I  he  captain  being  at  a  distance  behind,  when 
his  wife  came,  the  company  wailed  for  him.  After  the 
customary  salutations,  he  addressed  himself  to  his  wife, 
telling  her  that  Rebecca  was  her  daughter,  and  that  she 
must  not  be  induced,  by  any  consideration  to  part  with 
her;  whereupon  she  took  a  silver  ring  offher  finger,  arid 
put  it  upon  Rebecca's,  by  which  she  was  adopted  as  her 
daughtei'. 

They  feasted  upon  the  provisions  that  were  brought, 
for  they  had  been  several  days  before  pinched  with  hun- 
ger, what  sustenance  they  could  procure  not  being  suf- 
ficient to  support  nature. 

23d.  Their  spirits  were  in  some  degree  revived,  by 
the  enjoyment  of  plenty,  added  to  the  pleasing  hope  of 
some  favourable  event  procuring  their  releasement,  as 
they  were  not  far  distant  from  Niagara. 

The  Indians  proceeded  on  their  journey, and  continu- 
ed whooping  in  the  most  frightful  manner.  In  this 
day's  route,  they  met  another  company  of  Indians,  who 
compelled  Benjamin  Gilbert,  the  elder,  to  sit  on  the 
ground,  and  put  several  questions  to  him,  to  which  he 
gave  them  the  best  answers  he  could;  they  then  took  his 
hat  from  him  and  went  off. 

Going  through  a  small  town  near  Niagara,  an  Indian 
woman  came  out  of  one  the  huts,  and  stru'  k  each  of  th« 
captives  a  blo-vv.  Not  long  after  their  departure  from 
this  place,  Jesse,  Rebecca,  and  their  mother,  were  de- 
tained until  the  others  had  got  out  of  their  sight,  when 
the  mother  was  ordered  to  push  on;  and  as  she  had  to 
go  by  herself,  she  was  mtich  perplexed  what  course 
to  take,  as  there  was  no  path  by  which  she  could  be  di- 
rected: in  this  dilemma,she  concluded  to  keep  as  straight 
forward  as  possible,and  after  some  space  of  time,  she  had 
the  satisfaction  of  overtaking  the  others.  '1  he  pilot  then 
made  a  short  stay, that  those  who  were  behind  might  come 
up,  and  the  captain  handed  some  rum  round,  giving 
each  a  dram,  except  the  two  old  folks,  whom  they  did 
not  consider  worthy  of  this  notice.  Here  the  captain, 
who  had  the  chief  direction,  painted  Abner,  Jesse,  Re- 
becca, and  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  jun.  and  presented  each 
with  a  belt  of  Wampum,  as  a  token  of  their  being  re- 
ceived into  favour,  although  they  took  frotn  them  all 
their  hats  and  bonnets,  except  Rebecca's. 

The  prisoners  were  released  from  the  heavy  loads 
they  had  heretofore  been  compelled  to  carry,  and  was 
it  not  for  the  treatment  they  expected  on  their  ap- 
proaching the  Indian  towns,  and  the  hardship  of  sepa-- 
ration,  their  situation  would  have  been  tolerable;  but 
the  horror  of  their  minds,  arising  frpni  the  dreadful  yells 
ofthe  Indians,  as  they  approached  the  hamlets,  is  easier 
conceived  than  described,  for  they  were  no  strangers  to 
the  customary  cruelty  exercised  upon  captives  on  enter- 
ing their  towns:  the  Indians,  men  women,  and  childi-en 
collect  together,  bringing  clubs  and  stones,  in  order  to 
beat  them,  which  they  usually  do  with  ^reat  severity, 
by  way  of  revenge  for  their  relations  who  have  been 
slain;  this  is  performed  immediately  upon  their  entering 
the  village  where  the  warriors  reside:  this  treatmen  can- 
not be  avoided,  and  the  blows,  however  crufel,  mijst  b§ 
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borne  without  complaint,  and  the  prisoners  are  soveh' 
beaten,  until  tlieir  Enemies  are  wearied  with  the  cruel 
sport.    Their  sufferings  were  in  tliis  case  %  ery  great, 
they  received  several  wounds,  and  two  of  the  women 
who  were  on  horse-back,  were  much  bruised  by  fall- 
ing from  their  horses,  which  were  frightened  by  the  In- 
dians.   Elizabeth,  the  mother,  took,  shelter  by  the  side 
of  one  of  them,  but  upon  his  observing  that  she  met 
with  some  favour  upon  his  account,  he  sent  her  away; 
she  then  received  several  violent  blows,  so  that  she  was 
almost  disabled.    The  blood  trickled  from  their  heads, 
in  a  stream,  their  hair  being  crept  clese,  and  the  cloths 
they  had  on,  in  rags,  made  their  situatiom  truly  piteous: 
whilst  they  were  inflicting  this  revenge  upon  the  cap- 
tives, the  King  came,  and  put  a  stop  to  any  further  cru- 
elty, by  telling  them,  "it  was  sufficient,"  which  they 
immediately  attended  to. 

Benjamin  Gilbert,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  Jesse  Gil- 
bert, and  his  wife,  were  ordered  to  Captain  Rowland 
Monteur's  house,  the  women  belonging  to  it,  were  kind 
to  them,  and  gave  them  something  to  eat:  Sarah  Gilbert, 
Jesse's  wife,  was  taken  from  them  by  three  women,  in 
order  to  be  placed  in  the  family  she  was  to  be  adopted 

by.  ... 

Two  officers  from  Niagara  Fort,  Captains  Dace,  and 
Powel,  came  to  see  the  prisoners,  and  prevent  (as  they 
were  informed)  any  abuse  that  might  be  given  them: — 
Benjamin  Gilbert  informed  those  officers,  that  he  was 
apprehensive  they  were  in  great  Danger  of  being  mur- 
dered, upon  which  they  promised  him  they  would  send 
a  boat,  the  next  day,  to  bring  them  to  Niagara. 

Notwithstanding  the  kind  intention  of  the  of- 
ficers, they  did  not  derive  the  expected  advantage  from 
it,  for  the  Indians  insisted  on  their  going  to  the  Fort  on 
foot,  although  the  bruises  they  had  received  the  day  be- 
fore,  from  the  many  severe  blows  given  tliem,  rendered 
their  journey  on  foot  very  distressing;  but  Cap.  Monteur 
obstinately  persisting,  they  dar€  not  longTemonstrate,  or 
refuse. 

When  they  left  the  Indian  town,  several  issued  from 
their  Imts  after  them,  with  sticks  in  their  hands,  yelling 
and  screeching  in  the  most  dismal  manner;  but  through 
the  interposition  of  four  Indian  women,  v/ho  h.ad  come 
with  the  captives,  to  prevent  any  further  abuse  they 
might  receive,  they  were  preserved:  one  of  them  walk- 
ing between  Benjamin  Gilbert  and  his  wife,  led  them, 
and  desired  Jesse  to  keep  as  near  them  as  he  could, 
the  other  three  walked  behind,  and  prevailed  with  the 
young  Indians  to  desist.  They  had  not  pursued  their 
route  long,  before  they  saw  Capt.  John  Powel,  who 
came  from  his  boat,  and  presuaded  (though  with  some 
difficulty)  the  Indians  to  get  into  it,  with  the  captives, 
which  relieved  them  from  the  apprehensions  of  further 
danger.  After  reaching  the  Fort,  Capt.  Powell  intro- 
duced them  to  Col.  Guy  Johnson,  and  CoL  Butler,  who 
asked  the  prisoners  many  questions,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Indians.  They  presented  the  Captain  with  a  belt  of 
Wampum,  which  is  a  constant  practice  amongst  them, 
when  they  intend  a  ratification  of  the  peace.  Before 
their  connexion  with  Europeans,  these  belts  were  made 
of  shells,  fovind  on  the  coasts  of  New  England  and  Vir- 
ginia, which  were  sawed  out  into  beads  of  an  oblong 
shape,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  which  when 
strung  together  on  leathern  strings,  and  these  strings 
fastened  with  fine  threads  made  of  sinews,  composed 
what  is  called,  a  belt  of  Wampum;  but  since  the  whites 
have  gained  footing  among  them,  they  make  use  of  the 
common  glass  beads  fortius  purpose. 

The  Indians,  according  to  their  usual  custom  and  cer- 
emony, at  three  separate  times,  ordered  the  prisoners  to 
shake  hands  with  Col.  Johnson. 

25/A.  Benjamin  Gilbert,  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  Jes- 
se Gilbert,  were  surrendered  to  Col.  Johnson.  This  de- 
liverance from  such  scenes  of  distress,  as  they  had  be- 
come acquainted  with,  gave  them  a  more  free  opportu- 
nity of  close  reflection  than  heretofore. 

The  many  sorrowful  days  and  nights  they  had  passed. 


the  painful  anxiety  attendant  on  their  frequent  separa- 
tion from  each  other,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  fate  of 
the  rest  of  their  family,  overwhelmed  them  with  grief. 

26/A.  Expression  is  too  weak  to  describe  their  dis- 
tress, on  leaving  their  children  with  these  hard  masters; 
they  were  not  unacquainted  with  many  of  the  difficulties, 
to  which  they  would  necessarily  be  exposed  in  a  resi- 
dence amongst  Indians,  and  the  loss  which  the  young 
people  would  sustain,  for  want  of  a  civilized  and  Chris- 
tian education. 

In  this  desponding  situation,  the  kindness  of 
sympathy  was  awakened  in  one  of  the  Indian  women, 
who  even  forgot  her  prejudices,  and  wiped  away  the 
tears  which  trickled  down  Elizabeth  Gilbert's  cheeks. 

The  particular  attention  of  Col.  Johnson's  housekeep- 
er to  them,  from  a  commiseration  of  their  distress,  claims 
their  remembrance.  Benjamin,  his  wife,  and  Jesse  Gil- 
bert, were  invited  to  herhous-!,  where  she  not  only  gave 
the  old  folks  her  best  room,  but  administered  to  their 
necessities,  and  endeavored  to  sooth  their  sorrows. 

Jesse  Gilbert  was  favored  to  get  employ,  which,  as  it 
was  some  alleviation  of  his  misfortunes,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  a  providential  kindness. 

nth.  A  few  days  after  they  came  to  the  fort,  they 
had  information  that  Benjamin  Peart  was  by  the  river 
side,  with  the  Indians;  upon  hearing  this  report,  his 
mother  went  to  see  him,  but  every  attempt  for  his  re- 
lease was  in  vain,  the  Indians  would  by  no  means  give 
him  up.  From  this  place  they  intended  to  march  with 
their  prisoner  to  the  Genesee  river,  about  an  hundred 
miles  distance.  As  the  affectionate  mother's  solicitations 
proved  fruitless,  her  son  not  only  felt  the  afflicting  loss 
of  his  wife  and  child,  from  whom  he  had  been  torn  some 
time  before,  but  a  renewal  of  his  grief,  on  this  short 
sight  of  his  parent.  She  procured  him  a  hat,  and  also 
some  salt,  which  was  an  acceptable  burden  for  the  jour- 
ney. 

Benjamin  Gilbert,  conversing  with  the  Indian  captain 
who  made  them  captives,  observed  that  he  might  say 
what  none  of  the  other  Indians  could,  "that  he  had 
brought  in  the  oldest  man,  and  the  youngest  child;"  his 
reply  to  this  was  expressive:  "It  was  not  I,  but  the 
great  God  who  brought  you  through,^  for  we  were  de- 
termined to  kill  you,  buf  were  prevented." 

The  British  Officei  s  being  acquainted  that  Jesse  Gil- 
bert's wife  was  among  the  Indians,  with  great  tender- 
ness agreed  to  seek  her  out,  and  after  a  diligent  inquiry, 
found  that  she  was  among  the  Delawares,  they  went  to 
them,  and  endeavored  to  agree  upon  terms  for  her  re- 
leasement;  tlie  Indians  brought  her  to  the  fort  the  next 
day,  but  would  not  give  her  up  to  her  relations. 

29//i.  As  the  cabins  of  the  Indians  were  but  two  miles 
from  the  fort,  they  went  thither,  and  Jesse  and  the  offi-  » 
cers  used  every  argument  in  their  power  to  prevail  up- 
on them,  representing-  how  hard  it  was  to  part  these  j 
two  young  people;  at  length  they  consented  to  bring  | 
her  in  next  daj',  with  their  whole  tribe,  for  a  final  re-  i 
lease.  j 
30//t.  They  accordingly  came,  but  started  so  many  ob-  I 
jections,  that  she  was  obliged  to  return  with  them.  | 
3\st.  Early  next  morning,  Capt.  Robeson  generous-  [ 
ly  undertook  to  procure  her  liberty,  which,  after  much 
attention  and  solicitude,  he,  together  with  Lieut.  Hill-  i 
yard,  happily  accomplished.     They  made  the  Indians 
several  small  presents,  and  gave  them  thirty  pounds  as 
a  ransom. 

When  Sarah  Gilbert  had  obtained  her  Liberty,  she  al 
tered  her  dress  more  in  character  for  her  sex,  than  she 
had  been  able  to  do  whilst  amongt  the  Indians,  and  went 
to  her  husband  and  parents  at  Col.  Johnson's,  where  she 
was  joyfully  received. 

Col.  Johnson's  housekeeper  continued  her  kind  at- 
tentions to  them,  during  their  stay  here,  and  procured 
clothing  for  them  from  the  King's  stores. 

6th  Month  Isi.  About  this  time,  the  Senecas,  among 
whom  Elizabeth  Peart  was  captive,  brought  In  r  with 
them  to  the  fort;  :is  snon  as  the  mother  heard  of  it,  she  j , 
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went  to  her,  and  had  some  conversation  with  her,  but 
could  not  learn  where  she  was  to  be  sent  to;  she  then 
inquired  of  the  Interpreter,  and  pressed  on  his  friend- 
ship, to  learn  what  was  to  become  of  her  daughter;  this 
request  he  complied  with,  and  informed  her  that  she 
was  to  be  g'iven  away  to  another  family  of  the  Senecas, 
and  adopted  among  them,  in  the  place  of  a  deceased  re- 
latlon.  Capt.  Powel  interested  himself  in  her  case  like- 
wise, and  offered  to  purchase  her  of  them,  but  the  Indi- 
ans refused  to  give  her  up;  and  as  tlie  mother  and  daugh- 
ter expected  they  should  see  each  other  no  more,  their 
parting  was  very  affecting. 

The  Indian  woman  who  had  adopted  Rebecca  as  her 
daughter,  came  also  to  the  fort,  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert 
made  use  of  this  opportunity  to  inquire  concerning  her 
daughter,  ihe  Interpreter  informed  her,  there  was  no 
probability  of  obtaining  the  enlargement  of  her  child,  as 
the  Indians  would  not  part  with  her.  All  she  could  do, 
was  to  recommend  her  to  their  notice,  as  very  weakly, 
and  of  consequence  not  able  to  endure  much  fatigue. 

'2d  and  od.  Not  many  days  after  their  arrival  at  Niag- 
ara, a  vessel  came  up  Lake  Ontario  to  the  fort,  with  or- 
ders for  the  prisoners  to  go  to  Montreal.  In  this  vessel 
came  one  Capt.  Brant,  an  Indian  Chief,  high  in  rank 
amongst  them.  Elizabeth  Gilbert  immediately  applied 
herself  to  solicit  and  interest  him  on  behalf  of  her  chil- 
dren who  yet  remained  in  captivity;  he  readily  promi- 
sed her  to  use  his  endeavors  to  procure  their  Liberty. 
A  short  time  before  they  sailed  for  Montreal,  they  re- 
ceived accounts  of  Abner  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert  the 
younger,  but  it  was  also  understood  that  their  posses- 
sors were  not  disposed  to  give  them  up.  As  the  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  the  release  of  their  children  was  so  ve- 
ry discouraging,  it  was  no  alleviation  to  their  distress,  to 
be  removed  to  Montreal,  where,  in  all  probability,  they 
would  seldom  be  able  to  gain  any  information  respect- 
ing them;  on  which  account,  tliey  were  very  solicitous 
to  stay  at  Niagara,  but  the  Colonel  said  they  could  not 
remain  there,  unless  the  son  would  enter  into  the  king's 
service;  this  could  not  be  consented  to,  therefore  they 
chose  to  submit  to  every  calamity  which  might  be  per- 
mitted to  befal  them,  and  confide  in  the  great  controller 
of  events. 

Here  they  became  acquainted  with  one  Jesse  Paw- 
ling, from  Pennsylvania,  who  was  an  officer  among  the 
British,  and  behaved  with  kindness  and  respect  to  the 
prisoners,  which  induced  them  to  request  his  attention 
also  to  that  part  of  the  family  remaining  in  captivity;  it 
appeared  to  them  of  some  consequence  to  gain  an  addi- 
tional friend.  The  Col.  also  gave  his  promise  to  exert 
himself  on  their  behalf. 

After  continuing  ten  days  at  Col.  Johnson's,  they  took 
boat  in  the  forenoon  of  the  2c?,  being  the  sixth  day  of 
the  week,  and  crossed  the  river  Niagara,  in  order  to  go 
on  board  the  vessel  (which  lay  in  Lake  Ontario)  for 
Montreal.  The  officers  procured  necessaries  for  their 
voyage  in  great  plenty,  and  they  were  also  furnished 
with  orders  to  draw  more  at  certiin  places,  as  they 
might  have  occasion.  These  civilities  may  appear  to 
many,  to  be  too  trivial  to  be  mentioned  in  this  narrative, 
but  those  who  have  been  in  equal  distress,  will  not  be 
insensible  of  their  value. 

Ath.  The  vessel  sailed  down  the  Lake,  on  the  6th  day 
of  the  week,  and  on  first-day  following,  being  the  fourth 
day  of  the  sixth  month,  1780,  came  to  Carlton  island, 
where  there  were  such  a  number  of  small  boats,  which 
brought  provisions,  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  fleet. 
Benjamin  Gilbert,  and  Jesse,  went  on  shore  to  obtain 
leave  from  the  commanding  officer,  to  go  to  Montreal 
in  the  small  boats,  as  the  vessel  they  came  in  could  pro- 
ceed no  further.  They  met  with  a  kind  reception  and 
their  request  was  granted. 

5th.  On  2d-day  following, they  left  Carlton  island,  which 
lies  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario.and  took  their  passage 
in  open  boats  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  passed 
a  number  of  small  islands.  There  is  a  rapid  descent  in 
the  waters  of  this  river,  which  appears  dangerous  to 


those  unacquainted  with  these  kind  of  falls.  The  French 
men  who  rowed  the  bo;its,  kept  them  near  the  shore, 
and  passed  without  much  difficulty  between  the  rocks. 

6th,  7thy  and  8tk.  Benjamin  Gilbert  had  been  much 
indisposed  before  they  left  the  fort,  and  his  disorder  was 
increased  by  a  rain  which  fell  on  their  passage,  as  they 
were  without  any  covering.  They  passed  Oswagatchy, 
an  English  garrison,  by  the  side  of  the  river,  but  they . 
were  not  permitted  to  stop  here;  they  proceeded  down 
the  St,  Lawrence,  and  tlie  rain  continuing,  went  on 
shore  on  an  island  in  order  to  secure  themselves  from 
the  weather.  Here  they  made  a  shelter  for  Benjamin 
Gilbert,  and  when  the  rain  ceased,  a  place  was  prepa- 
red for  him  in  the  bi  at,  that  he  might  lie  down  with 
more  ease.  His  bodily  weakness  made  such  rapid  pro- 
gress, that  it  rendered  all  the  care  and  attention  of  his 
wife  necessary,  and  likewise  called  forth  all  her  forti- 
tude; she  supported  him  in  her  arms,  affording  every 
possible  relief  to  mitigate  his  extreme  pains.  And  al' 
though  in  this  distressed  condition,  he,  notwithstand- 
ing, gave  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  virtue  and  pow« 
er  of  a  patient  and  lioly  resignation,  which  can  disarm 
the  King  of  Terrors,  and  receive  him  as  a  welcome  mes- 
senger. Thus  prepared,  he  passed  from  this  state  of 
probation,  the  eighth  day  of  the  sixth  month,  1780,in  the 
evening,  leaving  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  were 
with  him,  in  all  the  anxiety  of  deep  distress,  although 
they  had  no  doubt  but  that  their  loss  was  his  everlasting 
gain.  Being  without  a  light  in  the  boat,  the  darkness 
of  the  night  added  not  a  little  to  their  melancholy  situ» 
ation.  As  there  were  not  any  others  with  Elizabeth 
Gilbeit  blither  children,  and  the  four  French  men  who 
mana3;ed  the  boat,  and  her  apprehensions  alarmed  her, 
lest  they  s..ould  throw  the  corps  overboard  as  they  ap- 
peared to  be  an  unfeeling  company,  she  therefore  ap- 
plied to  some  British  officers  who  were  in  a  boat  be- 
hind them,  who  dispelled  her  fears,  and  received  her 
under  their  protection. 

9/A.  In  the  morning  they  passed  the  garrison  of 
Coetir  de  Lac,  and  waited  for  some  considerable  time,  a 
small  distance  below  it.  Squire  Campbell,  who  h.id  the 
charge  of  the  prisoners,  when  he  heard  of  Benjamin  Gil- 
bert's decease,  sent  .1  esse  to  the  commandant  of  this 
garrison  to  get  a  coffin,  in  which  they  put  the  corpse, 
and  very  hastily  interred  him  under  an  oak  not  far  from 
the  fort.  The  boat-men  would  not  allow  his  widow  to 
pay  the  last  tribute  to  his  memory,  but  regardless  of  her 
affliction,  refused  to  wait;  her  distress  on  this  occasion 
was  great  indeed,  but  being  sensible  that  it  was  her  du- 
ty to  submit  to  the  dispensations  of  an  over  ruling  Prov- 
idence, which  are  all  ordered  in  wisdom,  she  endeavor- 
ed to  support  herself  under  her  afflictions,  and  proceed- 
ed with  the  boat-men. 

Ne:u-  this  place  they  passed  by  a  grist-mill,  which  is 
maintained  by  a  stone  wing  extended  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  the  stream  being  very  rapid,  acquires  a  force 
sufficient  to  turn  the  wheel,  without  thefurther  expense 
of a  dam. 

The  current  carried  their  boat  forwards  with  amazing 
rapidity,  and  the  falls  became  so  dangerous  that  the 
Boats  could  proceed  no  further;  they  therefore  landed 
in  the  evening,  and  went  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
Fort  Lasheen  to  request  a  lodging,  but  the  houses  in 
the  garrison  were  so  crowded,  that  it  was  with  difficul- 
ty they  obtained  a  small  room  belonging  to  the  boat- 
builders  to  retire  to,  and  here  they  stowed  themselves 
with  ten  others. 

10//t.  The  garrison  of  T,asheen  is  on  the  isle  of  Jefu, 
on  which  the  town  of  Montreal  stands,  about  the  dis- 
tance of  nine  miles;  hither  our  travellers  had  to  go  by 
land,  and  as  they  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
road,  they  took  the  advantage  of  an  empty  cart  (which 
was  going  to  the  town)  for  the  women  to  rlde  jrt- 

The  land  in  this  neighborhood  is  very  stony^andthe 
soil  thin;  the  cattle  small,  and  ill-favored. 

Whenthey  arrived  at  Montreal,  they  were  introduced 
to  Brigadier  General  M' Clean,   who  after  examining 
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tliem,  sent  them  to  one  Diiquesne,  an  officer  amongst 
the  loyalists,  vvlio  being  from  home,  they  were  desired 
to  wait  in  the  yard  until  he  camej  this  want  of  polite- 
ness, gave  them  no  favorable  impressions  of  the  master 
of  tlie  house;  when  he  returned,  he  read  their  pass,  and 
gave  Jesse  an  order  for  three  days  provisions. 

Daniel  M'Ulphin  received  therainto  his  house;  by  him 
they  were  treated  with  great  kindness,  and  the  women 
continued  at  his  house  and  worked  five  weeks  for  him. 

Jesse  Gilbert  met  with  employ  at  Thomas  Busby's, 
where  he  lived  very  agreeably  for  the  space  of  nine 
months. 

Elizabeth  Gilbert  had  the  satisfaction  of  an  easy  em- 
ploy at  Adam  Scott's,  merchant,  having  the  superinten- 
dence of  his  kitchen,  but  about  sis  weeks  after  she  en- 
gaged in  his  service,  Jesse's  wife  Sarah,  was  taken  sick 
at  Thomas  Busby's,  which  made  it  necessary  for  her 
mother  to  disengage  herself  from  the  place  where  she 
was  so  agreeably  situated,  in  order  to  nurse  her.  These 
three  were  favored  to  be  considered  as  the  King's  Pris- 
oners, having  rations  allowed  them;  this  assistance  was 
■very  comfortable,  but  Elizabeth's  name  being  erased 
out  of  the  list  at  a  time  when  they  needed  an  additional 
supply,  they  were  much  straightened.  Upon  an  appli- 
cation to  one  Col.  Campbell,  he,  together  with  Esquire 
Campbell,  took  down  a  short  account  of  her  suffermgs 
and  situation,  and  after  preparing  a  concise  narrative, 
they  applied  to  the  Brigadier  General,  to  forward  it  to 
General  Haldimand  at  Quebec,  desiring  his  attention  to 
the  sufferers,  who  speedily  issued  his  orders, that  the  re- 
le.Tsement  of  the  family  should  be  procured,  with  parlic- 
idar  injunctions  for  every  garrison  to  furnish  them  with 
necessaries  as  they  came  down. 

As  soon  as  Sarah  Gilbert  recovered  from  her  indispo- 
sition, her  mother  returned  to  Adam  Scott's  family. 

Thomas  Gomersom  hearing  of  their  situation,  came  to 
see  them;  he  was  educated  a  Quaker,  and  had  been  a 
merchant  of  New-York,  and  travelled  with  Robert  Wal- 
ker in  his  religious  visits;  but  upon  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  had  deviated  from  his  former  principles,  and 
had  lost  all  the  appearance  of  aPrlend, wearing  a  sword. 
He  behaved  with  respect  to  the  prisoners,  and  made 
Elizabeth  a  present. 

The  particular  attention  of  Col.  Cioss,  and  the  care  he 
shewed  by  writing  to  Niagara,  on  behalf  ofthe  captives, 
as  he  was  entirely  a  stranger  to  her,  is  remembered  with 
gratitude. 

As  there  was  an  opportunity  of  hearing  from  Niagara, 
it  gave  them  great  pleasure  to  be  informed  that  Eliza- 
beth Gilbert  was  amongst  the  white  people,  she  hav- 
ing obtained  her  release  from  the  Indians  prior  to  the 
others. 

Sarah  Gilbert,  wife  of  Jesse,  becoming  a  mother, 
Elizabeth  left  the  service  she  was  engaged  in,  Jesse 
having  taken  a  house,  that  she  might  give  her  daughter 
every  necessary  attendance;  and  in  order  to  make  their 
situation  as  comfortable  as  possible,  they  took  a  child  to 
nurse,  which  added  a  little  to  their  income.    After  this, 
Elizabeth  Gilbert  hired  herself  to  iron  a  day  for  Adam 
Scott;  whilst  she  was  at  her  work,  a  little  girl  belonging 
to  the  house,  acquainted  he>  that  there  were  some  who 
wanted  to  see  her,  and  upon  entering  into  the  room,  she 
found  six  of  her  children;  the  joy  and  surprise  she  felt 
on  this  occasion  were  beyond  what  we  shall  attempt  to 
describe.    A  messenger  was  sent  to  inform  Jesse  and 
his  wife,  that  Joseph  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Peart,Elizabeth 
his  wife,  and  young  child,  Abnerand  Elizabeth  Gilbert, 
the  younger,  were  with  their  mother.    It  must  afford 
very  pleasing  reflections  to  any  affectionate  disposition,  ; 
to  dwell  awhile  on  this  scene, that  after  a  captivity  of  up-  i 
wards  of  14  months,  so  happy  a  meeting  should  take  ' 
place.  i 
^  Thomas  Peart  who  had  obtained  his  libert}',  and  tar-  1 
ried  at  Niag-ara,  that  he  might  be  of  service  to  the  two 
yet  remaining  in  captivity,  viz.  Benjamin  Gilbert,  jun.  1 
and  Rebecca  Gilbert.  " 
Abigail  Dodson,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbouring  far 


t  I  mer,  who  was  taken  with  them,  inadvertently  informed 
I  the  Indians  she  was  not  of  the  Gilbert  family,  all  at- 
-   tempts  for  her  liberty  were  fruitless. 

C To  be  continued.  J 
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Gen.  Lacey  to  Cottncii.. 

Cam-p,  March  20,  \77Z. 
Sin — I  wrote  to  you  from  from  the  Billet,  on  the  4th 
inst.  wherein  I  gave  you  an  account  of  some  things  on 
which  I  was  very  anxious  to  hear  your  advice;  but  as  no 
answer  has  come  to  me,  I  conclude  that  my  letter  has 
miscarried.  The  times  of  the  Cumberland  county  mili- 
tia have  expired;  and  those  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
York  county  militia  will  be  up  in  a  few  days — which  will 
leave  me  again  in  a  manner  almost  helpless.  I  shal3 
have  but  one  battalion,  from  Northampton,  to  depend 
upon.  Pray  consider  me;  and  if  thought  proper,  let  me 
have  soiTie  more  men,  or  it  will  be  out  of  iny  power  to 
hold  my  own  with  them.  These  three  weeks  past,  we 
have  been  such  a  terror  to  the  enemy's  Light  Horse,that 
they  have  not  dared  to  shew  their  heads  without  their 
lines.  My  party  was  so  small  that  I  could  not  divide 
them,  to  station  parties  on  the  different  roads;  but  fixed 
my  plan  to  move  every  two  or  three  days,  which  bafHed 
both  the  enemy  and  the  inhabitants.  One  night  I  would 
move  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
the  next  night  be  ten  miles  on  the  other  quarter.  I 
could  wish  the  Council  would  permit  me  to  raise  a 
troop  of  militia  Light  Horse  during  the  campaign,  which 
1  could  very  easily  do.  Calling  them  for  two  months  w  lU 
not  answer  so  good  a  purpose  as  to  have  them  engaged 
for  a  season. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &.c. 

J.  LACEY. 

To  thePresklent  of  Council. 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Councii^ 
Camp,  Bucks  county,  March  26,  1778. 
Sin — Your  favour  of  the  12th  inst.  has  just  come  to 
hand.  I  have  made  every  disposition  to  cover  the  couii- 
try  from  the  cruel  ravages  of  the  British  mercenaries, 
which  my  nimibers  would  admit  of;  and  1  have  to  flat- 
ter myself  that  my  efforts  have  been  attended  with  tol- 
erable success — especially  with  regard  to  stopping  theiF 
siTiall  parties  from  ransacking  the  country.  But  to  stop 
the  intercotn-se  and  marketing,  is  impossible,  with  the 
numbers  which  I  have. 

I  wish  Council  would  consider  those  infamous  wretcli- 
:  es  which  my  parties  take  going  to  the  enemy  with  mar- 
keting; and  appoint  some  way  for  their  trial. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  my  Brigade;  by  which  yoa 
will  perceive  that  my  scouts  cannot  be  very  strong.  I 
beg  Council  will  consider  me.  His  Excellency  Gen. 
Washington  informed  me  in  one  of  his  letters  that  Gen-, 
Armstrong  promised  him  one  thousand  militia  should 
be  kept  up  on  this  side  the  Schuylkill  by  the  state  of 
Penrsylvania. 

1  remain  with  respect,  &,c. 

J.  LACEY. 

To  the  President  of  Council. 

In  Councii.. 

Lancaster,  March  ^7th,  1778. 
Sin — Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote  to  you  on 
the  12th  inst.  The  difficulty  of  procuring  the  evidence 
against  such  persons  as  may  be  taken  going  with  provi- 
sions to  the  enemy,  necessary  to  convict  them,  at  a  dis- 
tance so  great  from  the  place  of  action  as  this  borough 
is,  and  many  other  weighty  reasons,  make  it  appear  to 
be  best  to  try  them  in  the  usual  military  way,  at  camp. 

Two  classes  are  ordered  from  the  militia  of  Cumber- 
land county,  one  from  Philadelphia  county  ,and  one  from 
York  county  is  more  forward. 

As  to  the  raising  of  a  troop  of  militia  horse  for  the 
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campaign,  they  are  not  i-equested  by  Congress;  but  on 
the  contrary,  measures  are  taking  for  recruiting  the 
horse  in  regular  service — and  Congress  have  expressed 
their  sentiments,  by  the  resolve  enclosed,  of  the  service 
of  militia  horse:  and  there  are  not  aims  in  the  power  of 
Council  fit  for  such  service.  We  therefore  cannot  think 
it  expedient  to  go  into  it  upon  any  other  principles  than 
those  recommended  by  Congress. 

It  will  be  wholly  fruitless  to  inquire  after  stolen  hor- 
ses, unless  they  are  described  veiy  particularly;  and 
then,  perhaps,  advertisementssent  timely  may  be  most 
successful. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  very  humble  servant, 
THOS.  WHARTON,  Jr.  Pres't. 
To  Brigadier  General 
John  Lacet,  Jr.  Esq. 

;  Gejt.  Lacey  to  Gew.  Wasuis-gtoit. 
•  -  BucJcs,  March  29th,  177 S. 

Sir — I  had  the  pleasure  to  be  with  Gen.  M'Jntosh  on 
"the  23d  inst.  at  the  Spring  House  tavern,  in  Philadel- 
phia county;  when  the  General,  several  Field  officers, 
and  myself,  were  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  inhabitants 
who  live  near  the  enemy's  lines,  or  between  ours  and 
them,  on  this  side  the  Schuylkill,  were  to  move  back  in- 
to the  country,  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  utility  to  the 
public  cause.  Gen  M'Intosh  was  on  his  return  to  camp, 
to  lay  the  proposal  before  your  Excellency.and  send  me 
word,  if  approved  of  Such  a  plan  would  not  only  stop 
all  communication  with  the  enemy,  but  woald  deprive 
them  of  every  kind  of  supply  from  the  coimtry;  which 
the  most  indefatigable  exertions  of  parties  cannot  pre- 
vent. Every  kind  of  villainy  is  carried  on  by  the  peo- 
ple near  the  enemy's  lines;  and  from  their  general  con- 
duct I  am  induced  to  believe  but  few  real  friends  to  A- 
merica  are  left  within  ten  miles  of  Philadelphia.  Those 
who  have  appeared  the  least  active,  have  either  been 
made  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  or  compelled  to  fly  to 
some  other  pait  of  the  country,  for  safety.  I  have  a 
number  of  notorious  offenders  now  confined,  who  were 
taken  by  my  parties,  going  to  market. 

I  have  written  to  the  President  and  Council  of  this 
state,  concerning-  those  people  who  are  found  trading 
■with  the  enemy,  and  that  your  Excellency  was  desirou  £ 
the  state  would  adopt  some  plan  to  bring  the  traitors  to 
justice.  The  President  advises  me  to  keep  them  safely 
.confined — that  the  Chief  Judge  was  then  in  Lancaster, 
with  whom  he  would  confer  on  the  subject,  and  let  me 
know  in  his  next  what  would  be  done. 
,  In  order  to  know  the  people's  minds  with  respect  to 
moving,  I  sent  down  word  by  my  parties,  (after  I  left 
General  M'Intosh,)  that  all  the  inhabitants  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Philadelphia  were  desired  to  move  back  into 
the  country  by  the  first  of  April.  Yesterday  R.  V.  and 
Mr.  P.,  said  to  be  deputed  by  a  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, waited  upon  me  to  know  my  reasons  for  ordering 
,  them  to  quit  their  habilations.  They  complained  heavi- 
ly— that  to  move  was  impracticable,  cruel  and  distres- 
sing, and  would  be  attended  by  every  evil.  Tliey  assu- 
red me  that  teams  and  carriages  could  not  be  procured 
in  all  that  country,  sufficient  to  remove  one  third  of  the 
inhabitants  and  their  effects.  They  were  very  desirous 
-they  might  be  indulged  to  remain  on  their  farms.  They 
say  they  are  willing  to  submit,  and  to  bear,  patiently, 
every  insult  they  may  meet  with  from  the  armies;  and 
all  they  ask  is  to  remain  on  their  possessions.  I  promi- 
sed them  I  would  write  to  your  Excellency,  and  as  soon 
as  I  received  an  answer  would  inform  them  what  was  de- 
termined on. 

Last  Thursday,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  two  of  my  militia  light  horse  went  within  the 
enemy's  picquets,  between  Frankford  and  Philadelphia, 
took  five  of  their  refugees  prisoners  and  brought  them 
off.  I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  &c. 

J.  LACEY. 

His  Ex.  Gen.  Washingtoit. 


Gew.  Washington  to  Gen.  Lacet. 

Head  Quarters,  3lsi  March,  \77S. 
Sin — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th,  and  in 
answer  to  your  plan  of  removing  all  the  inhabitants  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  enemy's  lines,  with  a  view  of  stopping 
the  communication  between  the  city  and  country,  have 
to  observe,  that  the  measure  is  rather  desirable  than 
practicable.  If  it  could  be  carried  into  execution,  it 
would  undoubtedly  put  an  end  to  the  pernicious  illicit 
commerce  which  at  present  subsists;  but  the  difficulties 
attending  the  removal  of  so  many  inhabitants  with  their 
elTects,  may  be  regarded  as  insurmountable:  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  hoiTor  of  depopulating  a  whole  district, 
however  little  consideration  the  majority  of  the  jjersons 
concerned  may  deserve  from  us,  would  forbid  the  mea- 
sure. 

With  respect  to  the  culprits  whom  you  have  in  con- 
finement, if  any  of  them  are  notorious  characters,  and 
have  capitally  offended,  you  will  have  them  tried  by  a 
Court  Martial,  and  transmit  the  sentences  to  me  for  con- 
firmation. I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obdt.  servt. 

GO:  WASHINGTON. 

Brigadier  General  Lacet. 

Gen.  Washington  to  Gen.  Lacet. 
Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forsre,  4th  April,  1778. 
Sir,  Commissioners  from  me  are  to  meet  others  from 
General  Howe  on  Monday  next,  at  Newtown,  to  settla; 
cartel  for  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners.    During  the 
sitting  of  the  commissioners,  none  of  our  parties  are  to 
enter  the  town;  and  you  are  therefore  to  give  immediate 
notice  to  all  the  officers  under  your  command,  to  pay 
strict  obedience  to  this  order.      The  Bi  itish  Commis- 
sioners will  probably  come  part  of  the  way  on  Sunday 
— they  will  be  attended  by  an  escort  of  horses;  and  care 
must  be  taken  not  to  offer  the  least  insult  to  their  Flag. 
I  am  Sij', 

Yr.  most  obed't  Serv't.  i" 
GO.  WASHINGTON. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Lacet," 
Bucks  Company 

P.S.  If  you  fall  in  with  any  of  the  continentlal  parties, 
communicate  the  above  to  them. 

Gen.  Lacey  to  Gen.  Washington. 

Z»o?/&/owjj,  April  9th  1778.. 
Sir,  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  inst. 
Captain  Humphreys,  with  a  small  party  of  continental 
troops,  was  surprised  at  Smitbfield,  by  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  supposed  to  be  300,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
were  refugees  and  new  levies.  Captain  Humphreys 
narrowly  escaped  out  of  a  house  where  he  was  lodging 
— got  part  of  his  men  out  of  another  house,  by  the  back 
way,  just  as  the  enemy  entered  at  the  f'roTit,  leaving 
their  arms  behind  them.  He  ran  to  another  little  party 
he  had  at  some  distance,;  had  them  paraded  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  twelve  men;  and  from  this  party  he  kept 
up  such  a  warm  fire  as  obliged  the  enemy  to  leave  the 
houses  and  retire.  The  Captain's  loss  was  one  man 
killed,  two  wounded,  and  one  officer  taken  prisoner. — 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  known;  but  from  the  blood 
found  in  the  road  next  morning,  it  must  have  been  con- 
siderable. 

The  same  morning,  about  10  o'clock,  a  scouting  par- 
ty of  militia  fell  in  with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  near  Doc- 
tor Benneville's,  on  the  York  road;  by  which  five  of  the 
militia  were  killed,  and  two  badly  wounded.  One  of 
the  latter  is  made  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  militia  under  my  com- 
mand, the  body  of  which  lays  at  the  Billet;  and  also  the 
proceedings  of  a  general  Court  Martial,  which  is  now 
sitting  at  this  place.  Two  of  the  persons  who  have  been 

tried,  J          M'  ,  and  J  W  ,  are  notorious 

offenders,  who  it  appears  have  made  a  constant  practice 
of  trading  to  Philadelphia.        I  am,  with  respect,&,c. 

J,  LACEY. 

His  Ex.  Gen.  Washington. 
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Gr.if.  AVashinoton  to  Gek.  1,acet. 
Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  JprilW,  1778. 
Sir — I  received  yotir's  oi  yebteiday  enclosing  the 
proceedings  of  a  Court  Martial  against  sundry  inhabi- 
tants for  supplying  the  enemy  with  provision;  and  a  re- 
turn of  your  Brigade.    When  you  have  gone  through 
the  trials  of  the  whole,  T  wovdd  recommend  it  to  you  to 
send  such  as  you  think,  dangerous,  and  who  would  join 
the  enemy,  if  released,  to  the  President,  with  a  desire 
to  confine  them,  or  put  them  to  labour  for  five  or  six 
months;  which  will  be  the  active  part  of  the  campaign. 
Those  whose  general  character  has  beeng'ood,  I  would 
have  released,  with  an  assurance  of  being  hanged  if  they 
are  taken  in  such  practices  again:  and  perhaps  it  would 
be  well  to  remit  the  corporal  punishment  of  all,  espe- 
cially if  they  are  people  who  have  any  reputable  friends 
irv  the  country.    You  will  obsei've  that  tlie  resolve  of 
Congress  for  trying  inhabitants  by  Law  Martial  expired 
yesterday;  and  therefore  it  will  be  needless  to  appre- 
hend any  more.    If  they  are  found  going  into  Philadel- 
phia with  provision,  you  may  take  that,  and  their  hor- 
ses, from  them. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  most  obdt.  servt. 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lacet. 

Gen.  Lacnt  to  Gejt.  Washutstok. 

JDoylestoum,  April  12th,  1778. 
Sir — I  received  your  Excellency 's  favor,  of  yester- 
day's date,  last  evening.  As  several  of  the  prisoners 
who  have  been  tried  live  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia, 
and  from  their  general  character  there  is  not  the  least 
hope  or  encouragement  to  believe  they  will  refrain  from 
their  evil  ways— and  as  I  cannot  learn  that  their  friends 
or  connections  are  more  reputable  than  themselves,  un- 
less they  are  vvith  the  enemy,  I  will  remit  their  corpo- 
ral punishment,  and  send  them  to  Lancaster,  to  labor. 

Enclosed  is  tlie  trial  of  one  J  B  ,  an  inhabi- 
tant ot  Smithfield,  Philadelphia  county,  whom  the  Court 
have  condemned  to  be  hanged.  This  man,  from  every 
thing  I  can  learn,  has  been  a  very  great  villain.  He 
joined  the  enemy  just  after  they  came  to  the  city;  and 
has  been  with  them  ever  since.  He  has  frequently  been 
out  with  their  parties;  and  I  am  told  is  universally  ha- 
ted by  the  inhabitants  where  he  used  to  live.  I  cannot 
learn  that  he  has  any  friends  of  reputation;  noreven  one 
man  to  speak  a  good  word  for  him.  I  sent  my  horse  all 
through  his  neighborhood,  to  let  his  friends,  or  any  oth- 
er pei'son  who  knew  any  thing  of  him,  know  that  his 
trial  was  coming  on,  and  that  if  they  had  any  thing  to 
offer  in  his  favor,  they  were  to  come  and  make  it  known 

.  to  the  Cotu  t — but  no  person  came  near  him  to  offer  the 
least  thing  in  his  favor.  I  also  sent  word  lower  down 
the  country  for  some  evidences  against  him,  who  were 
on  their  way  up,  when  a  party  of  the  enemy  came  out, 
took  one  of  my  horsemen,  and  deterred  the  evidences 
from  coming. 

I  am  fully  persuaded,  from  every  information  relative 
to  the  prisoner's  former  character,  and  his  present  trai- 
torous conduct,  that  he  is  a  very  proper  person  to  make 
an  example  of.  I  therefore  submit  him  to  your  Excel- 
lency's better  judgment,  and  remain  with  the  greatest 
respect,  Your  Excellency's 

•  most  obdt.  humble  servt. 

J.  LACEY. 

His  Ex.  Gen.  Washington.  •  '    :    '.  ■  " 


LAAV  CASE. 

A  novel  and  interesting  case,  explanatory  of  the  law  of 
of  Master  and  Apprentice;  reported  for  the  Journal  of 
the  Franklin  Institute. 

The  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  relation  of 
Henry  Taylor,  an  infant,  who  sued  by  Gaswa)^  Oram,  his 
guardian,  vs.  Gurdon  Leeds. 

Habeas  corpus  ad  subjiciendum,  awarded  by  the  Hon. 
J.  Huston,  returnable  before  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 


judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania.  Gurdon 
Leeds  returned,  that  he  held  the  relator  by  virtue  of  a 
certain  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  said  Henry  Taylor,  aged  15  years  on 
the  4th  day  of  Jul)',  1825,  with  the  consent  of  his  sister^ 
Margaret  Leeds,  [who  was  the  wife  of  Gurdon  Leeds,] 
acting  as  his  next  friend,  [his  parents  being  dead,]  had 
put  himsell  apprentice  to  the  said  Gurdon,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  cabinet  maker:  to  serve  5  years  6  months  and 
24  days;  during  which  time  the  master  was  to  find  him 
in  boarding,  lodging,  and  washing,  and  give  him  one 
quarter  night  schooling,  and  when  free,  one  new  suit  of 
clothes. 

P.  A.  Browne,  who  volunteered  his  services  for  the 
relator  on  account  of  his  being  an  orphan  and  poor,  con- 
tended that  he  was  entitled  to  his  discharge.     At  com- 
mon law,  said  Mr.  Browne,  the  deed  of  an  lnf:\nt  was 
absolutely  void.    Even  an  indenture  of  apprenticeship, 
entered  into  for  his  instruction  and  benefit,  was  not 
binding.  2nd. Inst.  379.  3  Leon.  637,  Mod.  15;  but  the 
act  of  assembly  of  the  29th  of  September,  1770,  de- 
clares, that  "all  and  every  person  and  persons  that  shall 
be  bound  by  indenture  to  serve  as  an  apprentice  in  any 
art,  mystery,  occupation,  or  labor,  with  the  afseni  of  his 
or  her  parent, guardian, or  next  friend,ox  with  the  assent 
of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  approbation  of  any  two 
justices,  although  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  were  or 
.shall  be  within  the  age  of  21  years  at  the  time  of  making 
their  several  indentures,  shall  be  bound  to  serve,"  Etc., 
and  the  first  question  then  was,  whether  it  had  been 
competent  for  the  sister,  being,  the  wife  of  the  master,  to 
assent  as  next  friend  of  the  infant.    He  did  not  object  to 
her  on  account  of  her  relationship  of  sister;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  admitted  that  where  the  parents  were  decea- 
sed, a  sister  might  act  as  next  friend.    Nor,  upon  this 
view  of  the  case,  did  he  found  his  objection  to  ihe  as- 
sent merely  upon  the  ground  of  her  being  a  married  wo- 
man, for,  according  to  the  case  of  Commonwealths.  Eg- 
lee,  6  Seigt.  and  l{awle,  350,  a  feme  covert  may,  in  some 
cases,  act  in  that  capacity;  but  he  contended  that  Mrs. 
Leeds  could  not.  as  next  friend  to  her  brother,  assent 
to  a  binding  to  her  husband     It  furnished,  he  said,  one 
of  those  glaring  cases  of  conflicting  interests,  where  the 
policy  of  the  law  obeyed  the  precept  of  religion,  "lead 
us  not  into  temptation."    The  obvious  duty  of  a  next 
friend  in  binding  an  sipprentice  is,  to  procure  the  best 
terms  for  the  infant;  but  how  could  the  wife  be  expec- 
ted to  execute  the  office  with  fidelity,  under  the  power- 
ful attractions  of  not  only  her  duty  to  her  husband,  but 
of  her  own  interest.    And  he  considered  it  not  unwor- 
tiiy  of  observation,  that  in  this  indenture  binding  Henry 
Taylor  to  serve  for  a  very  long  period,  he  was  to  receive 
only  one  quarter's  night  schooling. 

As  a  further  proof  that  the  situations  were  incompati- 
ble, he  urged  that  the  duty  of  a  next  friend  was  to  watch 
over  the  master,  and  even  over  the  mistress,  [for  much 
of  the  apprentice's  comfort  or  suffering  depends  upon 
the  female  part  of  the  family,]  and  see  that  they  per- 
formed their  covenants  to  the  apprentice  during  his 
servitude.  But,  said  Mr.  Browne,  how  can  this  lady  be 
called  upon  to  watch  over  her  husband?  How  can  she 
be  called  upon  to  watch  over  herself.'  Mr.  Browne 
contended  that  this  indenture  was  void,  not  only  upon 
principle,  but  upon  authority.  In  the  case  of  Common- 
wealth V.  Kending,  1  Sergeant  and  Rawie,  366,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  support  an  indenture  upon  the  as- 
sent of  one  of  these  nominal  next  friends,  but  the  court 
rejected  it.  There,  Cyrus  Pearcc,  who  held  the  infant 
under  an  indenture,  acted  as  next  friend  in  binding  her 
by  a  second  one  to  J.  H.  Baker:  and  C.  J.  Tilghman,  in 
delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  observed,  that  "he 
thought  it  would  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  admit, 
that  a  man  who  was  about  to  sell  his  apprentice,  should 
take  the  place  ofne.r;'/r7'en(/,because  he  must  be  suppo- 
sed to  be  actingybr  his  own  interest,  which  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  idea  of  guardian."  So  here,  Mrs.Leeds  was 
acting  for  her  own  interest  in  making  unfavorable  terms 
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for  the  infant;  for  the  interest  of  lier  husband  was,  by 
the  laws  of  God  and  man,  identified  with  her  own. 

He  wouldatso  remark,  that  the  chief  justice  considered 
the  acting  of  next  friend  tantamount  to  taking  upon 
herself  the  guardianship;  and  according  to  Osborne's 
case,  Piowden  293,  when  a  woman,  guardian,  marries, 
the  husband  partakes  in  the  prerogative,  so  that  the  as- 
sent here  given  was,  in  law,  that  of  Gurdon  Leeds  to 
a  binding  to  himself,  which  was  clearly  illegal  and  void. 

Secondly,  this  indenture  not  only  purported  to  be 
made  with  the  assent  of  his  sister  as  next  friend,  but 
she  had  entered  into  a  covenant  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ances of  the  infant's  covenants.  It  corresponds,  in  sub- 
stance, with  the  instrument  recited  in  the  case  of  Meade 
V.  Billings,  decided  in  10th  Johnson, 99,  where  the  guar- 
dian was  held  to  be  liable  upon  the  covenant.  But  how 
can  a  married  woman  enter  into  a  covenant?  Especially 
if  that  covenant  it  to  her  husband?  In  Commonwealth 
V.  Eglee,  there  were  no  covenants  on  behalf  of  the  feme 
covert,  but  only  an  assent  to  the  binding.  In  this  case, 
she  acted  in  campany  with  her  husband,  and  the  pre- 
sumption of  law  is,  that  she  acted  under  his  coercion. — 
A  feloniovis  taking  of  goods  under  such  circumstances, 
would  not  subject  her  to  an  indictment  for  larceny.  A 
transfer  of  her  estate  under  such  circumstances,  would 
be  void. 

F.  W.  Hubbell  argued  on  behalf  of  the  defendant, 
1st.  That  Mrs.  Leeds  answered  the  description  in  the 
act  of  assembly,  viz:  "next  friend;"  the  father  and  moth- 
er being  dead,  and  the  apprentice  having  no  brother 
who  had  attained  twenty-one,  the  duties  of  guardian- 
ship and  maternity  devolved  on  the  eldest  sister,  and  she 
was  emphatically  the  "next  friend."  The  act  mentions 
no  such  exception  as  coverture. 

2nd.  That  according  to  the  strict  technical  rule  of 
law,  the  disability  of  coverture  extends  to  acts  in  favor 
of  third  persons,  us  well  as  to  those  in  favour  of  the  hus- 
band; in  the  latter,  they  are  void  upon  the  SMtxe princi- 
ple as  in  the  former;  they  only  differ  in  degree;  and  that, 
therefore,  when  it  was  decided  in  CommorLwealth  v.  Eg- 
lee, the  nature  of  assent  is  thus  defined:  "it  is  a 
personal  confidence  reposed  in  her  by  act  of  assembly; 
she  parts  with  no  property,  divests  herself  of  no  inter- 
est." A  power  or  confidence  reposed  in  a  married  wo- 
man unaccompanied  vvitli  any  interest,  may  be  well  ex- 
ercised by  her  in  favour  of  her  husband,  although  the 
exercise  of  it  require  discretion,  as  a  power  of  sale,  &c. 
Coke  Lit.  112,  and  4th  Cruise,  181.  Tysee  v.  Williams,- 
3  Bibb's  Rep.  368. 

3d.  The  cases  of  purchases  by  executors,  trustees, 
&c.  at  their  own  sales,  have  no  analogy  to  the  present 
case,  although  we  should  admit  such  an  identity  be- 
tween husband  and  wife,  as  to  render  the  exercise  of  a 
power  in  favour  of  her  husband,  in  eifect  an  exercise  in 
favor  of  herself;  for  at  law,  such  a  purchase  by  an  exec- 
utor or  trustee,  when  made  in  the  name  of  a  third  per- 
son, is  good.  Equity  interferes  on  grounds  of  policy. — 
Such  a  case  as  this  has  never  been  agitated  in  courts  of 
equity,  and  technical  rules  of  equity,  which  preclude  in- 
quiry into  the  rea/ equity,  are  not  to  be  extended  be- 
yond their  letter.  Equity  avoids  such  a  sale,  by  puttiiig 
the  purchaser  in  statu  quo,  returning  him  the  purchase 
money  with  interest,  &c.  Sugden's  Venders,  433,^  and 
a  tender  of  this  is  essential  to  the  cestui  a  que  trust's 
claim  of  relief  But  here  no  offer  is  made  of  compen- 
sation to  the  master,  for  the  instruction  and  sustenance 
of  the  apprentice,  during  the  time  he  has  been  with  the 
master — as  yet  he  has  been  only  onerous;  his  services, 
after  he  acquired  the  trade,  wei-e  to  be  the  requital. 

4th.  That  heretofore  it  has  only  been  contended,  that 
the  fact  that  the  next  friend  in  the  indenture  was  the 
wife  of  the  master,  does  not  per  se  vitiate  the  indenture. 
-  If  there  were  actually  ».n  m\d\it  influence,  it  is  other- 
wise. Nay,  we  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  law  regards 
such  a  transaction  with  jealousy.  If  this  indenture  be 
subjected  to  scrutiny,  even  witii  such  a  disposition,  it 


undue  influence,  and  on  the  face  of  the  indenture  we 
find  all  the  usual  covenants.  It  has  been  objected  that 
the  schooling  covenanted  for,  is  not  sufficient;  but  it 
may  be  answered,  that  the  boy  was  considerably  beyond 
the  usual  age  of  binding,  and  so  advanced  in  education, 
(as  appears  from  his  signature  to  the  indenture,)  thathe 
did  not  need  that  msre  schoohng  should  be  stipulated 
for. 

Lastly,  that  the  act  of  assembly  does  not  require  the 
next  friend  to  enter  into  any  covenants,  but  merely  to 
^\\e.  assent.  Therefore,  the  covenants  by  the  next  fiiend 
in  this  indenture,  were  merely  surplusage,  and  could 
not  viti.ite  it,  utile  p>er  inutile  non  vetiatur.  That  the 
covenants  b}'  the  next  friend  being  entirely  in  favour  of 
the  master,  itwas  he  alone  who  could  object  it,  if  they 
were  void. 

Per  CuWam  Gibson,  chief  justice.  . -  -  -i-. 

There  must  undoubtedly  be  an  actual,  and  not  mere- 
ly a  formal  next  friend.    His  office,  however,  is  not  to 
bind  the  apprentice,  but  to  allow  the  apprentice  to  bind 
himself  The  covenants  of  the  apprentice,  although  ex- 
ecuted under  the  supervision  of  those  whom  the  law  has 
set  over  him,  are  exclusively  his  own.    Such  are  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  assembly,  and  such  was  the  con- 
struction of  it  in  the  Commonwealth  v.  Eglee.  The 
practice  has,  for  the  most  part,  been  for  the  prochein 
amy  to  express  his  assent  by  sealing  the  indenture,  but 
no  one  ever  thought  of  having  recourse  to  him  on  the 
contract,  at  least  no  instance  of  the  sort  has  fallen  under 
my  notice.    The  reason  is,  that  the  legislature  has  not 
said  that  he  shall  become  a  party.    The  assent  is  some- 
times expressed  by  subscribing  as  a  witness,  but  nei- 
ther in  the  one  case  nor  the  other  has  the  prochein  amy 
considered  that  he  was  binding  himself  for  the  appren- 
tice.  His  covenant,  if  any  existed,  would  be  joint.  But 
that  would  be  inconsistent  with  his  power,  which  is  not 
to  subject,  by  any  act  of  his,  the  person  of  the  appren- 
tice to  the  dominion  of  the  master;  that  can  be  done  on- 
ly  by  the  apprentice  himself.    The  prochein  amy  can 
join  in  the  act  only'sn  far  as  the  law  gives  him  authority; 
and  by  the  terms  of  the  act  of  assembly,  his  agency  is  not 
to  be  active,  but  passive.    The  point  was  expressly  ru- 
led in  the  Commonwealth  v.  Eglee,  where  the  cover- 
ture of  Xhe  prochein  amy  would  have  afforded  a  decisive 
objection,  if  she  had  been  considered  a  partj'  to  the 
deed.    That  case  establishes  also,  that  the  subjection  of 
a.  feme  covert  prochein  amy  to  her  husband's  will,  is  not, 
in  contemplation  of  law,  inconsistent  with  the  free  exer- 
cise of  her  will  in  the  execution  of  her  trust;  and  this, 
in  analogy  even  to  the  common  law,  which  permits  a 
wife  to  act  in  a  representative  capacity,  and  indepen- 
dent of  her  husband,  whereverthe  subject  matter  is  un- 
connected with  his  interest  or  marital  rights.  The  pinch 
of  the  case  here,is,that  the  binding  was  to  the  husljand . 
But  in  equity,and  even  in  some  instances  at  the  common 
law,  where  ever  a  feme  covert  has  power  to  act  as  if 
she  were  sole,  she  may  treat  directly  with  the  husband. 
As,  however,  the  matter  depends  on  construction,  it  is 
urged  that  expediency  requires  that  the  act  of  assembly 
be  so  interpreted  as  to  avoid  the  tendency  to  abuse  of 
power,  which  must  necessarily  exist  in  every  case  like, 
the  present.  That  would  be  a  grave  consideration, were 
abuses  of  the  sort  not  subject  to  redress.    But  an  effec- 
tual corrective  may  be  found  in  the  supervising  powers 
of  the  judges,  who  are  bound  to  discharge  wherever  the 
contract  is  shown  to  be  tainted  with  actual  fraud  or  col- 
lusion, and  in  a  case  like  the  present,  the  transaction 
would  be  more  strictly  scanned  than  if  the  binding  were 
to  a  stranger-     We  will  not,  however,  discharge,  of 
course,  where,  as  in  this  case,  the  covenants  appear  to 
be  reasonable  and  proper  on  the  face  of  the  indenture, 
especially  where  the  application  is  not  made  till  the  ap- 
prentice has  ceased  to  be  a  burthen.  It  is  objected  that 
the  quantum  of  schooling-  is  unreasonably  small.    It  ap- 
pears, however,  from  the  apprentice's  signature  to  the 
indenture,  that  he  wrote  a  fair  hand;  and  the  great  ob- 


must  be  sustained;  for  there  is  no  extraneous  proof  of  :  jpct  of  the  binding  being  to  learn  the  art  and  mystery  of 
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the  master,  I  would  hold  an  indenture  valid,  without 
any  covenant  for  schooling' at  all,  if  it  should  appear  that 
the  education  of  the  apprentice  had  been  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  beforci  It,  therefore,  appears  to  a  majority  of 
the  court,  that  no  reason  had  yet  been  shown  why  the 
apprentice  should  not  be  remanded. 
Tod,  justice,  dissented.  ■ 


,,    SOCIETY  FOR  THE  ENCOUIIAGEMENT 
OF  DOMESTICS. 
■  ■      ■■  Philadelphia,  May  IWi  1829. 

At  a  respectable  meeting-  of  the  citizens  convened 
this  evening'  by  pubhc  advertisement  at  the  National 
Hotel,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  town  meeting'  on  the  Slstof  March,  to  consid- 
er and  report  on  the  subject  of  forming  a  Society  for 
the  Encouragement  of  faitliful  Domestics,  Samuel  B. 
Davis,  Esq.  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Report,  embracing  the  recommendation  of  the 
formation  of  a  Society,  wi  111  a  constitution,  and  an  ad- 
dress to  the  public  on  the  subject,  was  presented,  read 
considered  by  paragraphs,  and  unanimously  adopted, 
in  the  form  hereto  annexed. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  Mathew  Carey,  Charles 
Bird,  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  William  Collins,  Edward 
Needles.Uobert  Earps,  Isaiah  Hacker,  Richard  Benson, 
George  Stewardson,  Paul  K.  Hubbs,  Isaac  Elliott,  John 
U.  Fraiey,  Samuel  B.  Davis,  and  John  Conrad,  Esqrs. 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  subscribers  to  the  proposed 
Society,  and  that  they  have  power  to  fill  vacancies, 
should  any  occur. 

Mesolved,  That  as  soon  as  two  hundred  subscribers 
are  procured,  this  committee  shall  call  a  meeting  of 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  public  papers  be  re- 
quested to  publish  the  proceeding's  of  this  meeting. 

SAMUEL  B.  DAVIS,  Chairman. 

M.  D.  Lewis,  Secretary. 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  a  town  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  on  the 
31st  of  March  last,  "to  take  into  consideration  the  sub- 
ject of  establishing  a  Society  for  the  encouragement  of 
Faithful  Domestics;  to  collect  and  methodise  the  facts 
and  results  of  the  experiments  made  by  such  Societies 
in  London  and  New  York;  and  to  make  report  of  their 
proceedii.gs  to  a  public  meeting  to  be  called  by  them  as 
soon  as  they  are  prepared  for  the  purpose,"  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  submit  the  following  constitution  and  address, 
as  the  result  of  their  labours. 

Whereas,  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  families,  and 
morals  &  manners  of  children, depend  in  no  small  degree, 
on  the  good  conduct  &  correct  deportment  ofdomestics: 

And  whereas  it  would  conduce  to  elevate  the  charac- 
ter and  respectability  of  domestics,  to  distinguish  by  re- 
rewards  and  premiums,  and  certificates  of  good  char- 
acter, those  who  have  for  a  length  of  time  conducted 
themselves  with  honesty  and  propriety  in  the  families 
in  which  they  have  been  located, — 

And  whereas  the  establishment  of  a  register  office, 
fairly  conducted,  where  housekeepers  and  domestics 
ma)'  apply,  with  a  rational  prospect  of  being  properly 
accommodated,  the  former  with  domestics  and  the  lat- 
ter with  employers,  has  been  found  highly  advanta- 
geous to  both  parties,  in  Great  Britain  and  in  New  York, 
and  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  produce  similar  re- 


sults here:  ,  _  _ 

Therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a   ceptive  character  of  a  domestic,  or  who  may  be  found 


2.  The  officers  shall  be:  a  President,a  Vice  President, 
Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer,  Jwho  shall  be  chosen  by 

ballot,  as  soon  as  two  hundred  subscribers  are  procured, 
on  the 

of  the  present  year,  and  on  the  same  day  annu- 
ally afterwards,  at  which  time  general  meetings  of  the 
Society  shall  be  held. 

3.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Managers,  fifteen  in 
number,  who  shall  bechosen  at  the  same  time  and  place, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  officers.  Of  this  board 
the  officers  shall  be  members  ex  officio.  Five  mem- 
bers shall  constitute  a  quorum.  The  Managers  shall  have 
power  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Board.  Tliey  shall  have 
charge  of  the  concerns  of  the  Society,  and  shall  at  each 
general  meeting  lay  before  it  a  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings. 

4;  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, or,  in  the  absence  of  both,  a  chairman  to  be  cho- 
sen pro  tempore,  shall  preside  over  the  meetings  of  the 
Society.  The  president  whenever  he  judges  proper, 
may,  and,  on  written  requisition  of  twelve  members  of 
the  Society,  shall,  call  extra  meetings  of  the  Society. 

5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society,  and  perform  all  other  duties 
that  may  pertain  to  his  office. 

6.  Tiie  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  the  monies  of  the 
Society,  and  pay  the  orders  of  the  President,  counter- 
signed by  the  Secretary.  He  shall  lodge  the  monies  of 
the  Society  in  bank  to  their  credit,  and  shall  give  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

7.  The  Managers  shall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  choose 
an  agent,  or  agents,  who  shall  keep  a  register  office  in 
some  convenient  part  of  the  city,  and  shall  conform  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  in  writing  by  the 
Managers,  who  sliall  fix  his  or  their  salary;  in  case  of 
misconduct  remove  him  or  them  from  office,  and  ap- 
point a  successor  or  successors.  Such  removal  shall 
not  take  place  but  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  . 
whole  number  of  members  of  the  board. 

8.  The  hours  of  attendance  at  the  office  shall  be  from ' 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  till  eight  o'clock,  P.M.  but 
may  be  otherwise  regulated  by  the  Managers. 

9.  No  fee  or  gratuity  shall  be  received  from  domes- 
tics on  any  pretence  whatever. 

10.  No  domestic's  name  shall  be  entered  on  the  books 
of  the  Society  without  satisfactory  evidence  of  good 
character  be  produced,  together  with  their  respective 
qualifications. 

11.  Any  domestic  who  shall  present  a  forged  recom- 
mendation, or  a  recommendation  given  to  another  do- 
mestic, shall  be  dealt  with  as  the  Managers  shall  deem 
proper. 

12.  Any  person  who  shall  pay  Five  Dollars  in  advance 
shall  be  a  member  of  this  Society  for  one  year,  and  may 
apply  for  servants  as  often  as  he  or  she  may  have  occa- 
sion for  them,  with  the  additional  privilege  of  nominat- 
ing one  servant  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  gratuities 
which  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 
But  the  name  of  such  servant  must  be  recorded  at  the 
office  one  year  before  any  premium  can  be  given.  A  cer- 
tificate o{\\\\s  record  is  requisite,  and  will  be  furnished 
by  the  agent.  Subscribers  who  nominate  more  than 
one  domestic  for  a  premium,  shall  pay  for  each  addition- 
al one,  five  dollars. 

13.  No  person  but  a  member  shall  have  access  to  the 
books  of  the  Society,  or  be  furnished  with  a  domestic 
from  the  office:  and  no  member  shall  apply  for  a  domes- 
tic for  a  person  not  a  member. 

14.  Any  member  who  shall  give  a  false  Or  grossly  de- 


Society,  under  the  title  of  "The  Philadelphia  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Faithful  Domestics,"  and  that 
the^ following  be  the 

CONSTITUTION. 
1.  This  Society  shall  consist  of  as  many  members, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  shall  sign  this  constitution, 
and  conform  to  its  regulations,  ,- ■  • 


guilty  of  enticing  or  inveigling  a  domestic,  from  any 
other  person,  whether  a  member  of  the  Society  or  not, 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  Society — but  not  unless  by 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  Managers. 

15.  As  soon  as  the  funds  of  the  Society  shall  warrant 
the  measure,  the  Managers  shall  be  authorized  to  award, 
annually,  premiums  to  faithful  domestics,  in  such  man- 
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er  and  proportions,  and  for  sucli  degrees  of  continuance 
witli  their  respective  emplo^vers,  members  of  the 
Societ}',  as  the  Managers  shall  determine  in  their  by- 
laws. Those  premiums  shall  all  be  prospective  as  an 
inducement  to  future  good  behaviour. 

16.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Managers  to  visit  the 
office  by  turns  at  least  twice  in  each  week,  during  the 
hours  of  business,  to  see  that  the  regulations  are  strict- 
)}•  complied  with.  -  ^ 

17.  A  visiting  Committee  of  Ladifes,  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, members  of  the  Society,  may  be  appoi-nted  by  the 
Managers,  if  they  judge  proper,  to  visit  the  office  v/eek- 
ly  by  turns,  and  make  report  of  the  management,  and 
suggest  such  improvements  as  they  may  judge  neces- 
sary. .  ,- 

IQ.  Nurses  of  the  sick  may  be  registered,  when  they 
,  are  recommended  from  their  last  places,  provided  such 
recommendations  are  not  dated  more  than  three  months 
previous  to  the  application. 

19.  If  any  subscription, is  not  renewed  and  paid  within 
three  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  year  for  which 
the  subscription  has  been  paid,  such  default  shall  be 
considered  as  an  intention  to  discontinue  the  subscrip- 
tion, and  the  servant  or  servants  of  such  subscriber,  al- 
though nominated,  shall  not  have  a  claim  to  any  gratuity 
from  this  Society. 

20.  The  Managers  shall  meet  for  the  distribution  of 
premiums,  and  other  business  of  the  Society,  on  th« 
first  Thursday  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  at 
their  office,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  shall  have 
the  power  to  call  general  meetings  of  the  subscribers, 
when  it  shall  appear  proper  to  do  so.  The  names  of  tlie 
servants  whareceive  premiums,  shall  be  printed  in  the 
next  succeeding  report. 

21.  Subscribers  who  may  wish  to  apply  for  any  of  the 
premiums  for  their  servants,  must  have  been  members 
of  the  Society  at  lea-it  six  months  previous  to  such  ap- 
plication. " 

22.  A  printed  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
shall  be  affixed  to  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  office,  and 
a  copy  shall  be  furnished  to  each  subscriber.  j 

So.  No  alteration  sliall  be  made  in  this  constitution, 
unless  proposed  at  one  general  meeting  and  decided  on  | 
iit  another.    Due  notice  of  the  proposed  alteration  shall  | 
be  given  to  the  members  in  the  notices  to  be  issued  for 
the  meeting  at  which  it  is  to  be xonsidered. 

Extract  from  the  "Address  to  the  JPuhlic." 

"If  viewed  aright,  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  privileges., 
we  enjoy,  to  be  permitted  to  do  good  to  oi  r  rEirb  w 
-CHEATCHES;  and  in  proportion  as  we  live  "not  to  our- 
selves," will  be  found  our  actual  happiness  in  this 
world,  and  our  approbation  by  Him  whose  loveliest  at- 
tribute we  thus  endeavor  to  imitate." 

The  proposed  Society,  of  which  the  constitution 
now  submitted  to  the  public,  makes  a  strong  appeal  to 
the  best  feelings  of  the  heart,  which,  among  a  humane 
and  enlightened  community,  cannot  fall  to  have  a  pow- 
-erful  effect.  -  Its  grand  object  is  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition— improve  the  morals — and  elevate  the  character 
of  from  18  to  20,000  human  beings,  which  is  probably 
the  least  number  of  domestics  in  the  city  and  liberties, 
male  and  female.  It  is  impossible  attentively  to  contem- 
plate such  an  object,  in  all  its  bearings  and  aspects,pub- 
lic  and  ])rivate,  without  an  intense  interest  being  exci- 
ted for  its  success,  among  the  friends  of  their  kind,  as 
well  as  a  conviction  that  its  attainment  is  worthy  of  great 
and  united  efforts  and  sacrifices. 

There  is  another  object  contemplated,  of  deep  and 
not  inferior  importance,  which  powerfully  addresses  it- 
self to  the  vital  interests  of  the  heads  of  families,  and 
which  cannot  fail  to  have  great  influence  in  deciding- 
the  fate  of  this  project.  In  its  result  not  merely  their 
peace  and  comfort,  but,  which  is  of  far  higher  concern, 
the  morals,  the  welfare,  and  the  permanent  characters 
and  conduct  of  their  children  are  more  or  less  involved. 
It  is  next  to  impossible  to  prevent  the  contamination  of 
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the  tender  minds  of  children,  fi'om  that  intercourse  with 
corrupt  and  depraved  domestics,  against  which  no  care 
or  caution  can  sufficiently  guard,  when  a  family  is  af- 
flicted with  thera.    Against  this  evil,  the  proposed  So- 
cietj'  affords  a  more  complete  saf%uard  than  any  other 
plan  that  can  be  devised.    A  further  object  of  the  So- 
ciety will  be  to  prevent  the  mistaken,  but  pernicious 
I  lenity,  by  v  hich  our  citizens  are  sometimes  induced  to 
]  give  recommendations  to  unworthy  domestics,  often 
\  subjecting  those  who  rely  on  them  to  serious  injury, 
j     But  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  a  mere  fanciful  experi- 
I  ment — that  it  may  fail  of  success — and  that  then  the  ex- 
i  pense  and  trouble  will  have  been  thrown  awaj\  True, 
j  it  is  an  experiment  here;  and,  had  it  not  been  fairly  tri- 
I  ed  elsewhere,  scepticism  might  perhaps  be  justified  in 
regarding  it  with  those  doubts  and  that  jealousy  which 
in  almost  every  instance  attend  the  promulgation  of  new 
projects.    But  forttmately  we  have  the  advantage  of  the 
experience  to  guide  us,  and  the  success  to  encourage 
us,  of  similar  societies  elsewhere.    There  is  in  London 
a  Socletv  on  the  plan  suggested,  which  was  formed  in 
the  }car  1813,  by  a  benevolent  individual,  of  which  the 
success  has  equalled  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
the  projector,  and  which  has  produced  the  most  saluta- 
ry J  esuits  in  improving  the  character  and  condition  of 
domestics.    There  are  others  in  Manchester,  York, 
Chester  and  Norwich,  in  England — and  there  is  one  es- 
tablished, or  about  to  be  established,  in  Paris.    One  has 
existed  for  above  four  years  in  New-York,  of  whose  op- 
erations and  their  results,  we  have  full  and  complete  ac- 
counts, which  prove  that  il  we  are  not  wanting  to  our- 
selves— if  the  plan  meet  with  encouragement  in  anyde- 
gree  proportioned  to  its  prospective  utility — it  cannot 
fail  to  be  eminently  beneficial. 

PRESEKTMENT  OF  GRAND  JURT. 

The  Grand  Inquest  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Petm- 
sylvLuiia  inquiring  for  the  Courts  of  Philadelphia  repre- 
sent the  numerous  tippling  houses,  billiard  tables  and 
other  games  as  great  nuisances,  which  would  unques- 
tionably be  very  much  reduced  in  number.  If  not  alto- 
gether suppressed  were  the  Constables  to  fulfil  their 
duty — they  are  awsre  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
these  officei's  laboui,  as  pointed  out  by  Judge  King  in 
his  full  and  able  charge,  and  would  be  pleased  to  see 
his  suggestions,  to  elect  them  for  a  term,  of  at  least  five 
years,  put  in  practice,  thereby  making  them  more  inde- 
pendent. A  law'  to  regulate  oyster  cellars,would  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Jury  have  a  very  beneficial  effect — many 
are  enticed  into  them,  not  so  much  for  the  puipose  of 
eating  as  of  tl])pllng  and  remaining  to  very  unseasona- 
ble hours  at  night — the  compelling  of  them  to  be  clos- 
ed earlier,  would  not  be  considered  an  improper  in-  , 
fringement  of  the  light  of  the  people,  and  would  be  re- 
ceived by  tlie  most  numerous  part  of  cociety  as  a  whole- 
some regulation,  in  which  they  would  cheerfull}  acqui- 
esce. The  ])ractice  of  horse  racing',  w  ithin  the  Courts  . 
of  Philadelphia  and  on  the  public  highway  is  still  con- 
tinued to  the  liazard  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants,  sev- 
eral serious  accidents  have  occurred,  and  citizens  have 
been  prevented  from  passing  in  their  lawful  business — 
here  again  the  Constables  are  neglectful  of  their  duty, 
or  a  stop  would  be  put  to  such  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings, leading,  in  addition  to  other  evils,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  morals  of  hundreds,  many  of  whom  improp- 
erly spend  their  bard  earnings,  which  should  be  applied 
to  the  use  of  their  farnllies  who  are  left  to  suffer  and  not 
unfrequently  become  a  charge  on  the  public. 

The  Jury  as  a  part  of  their  duty  visited  the  M'alnut 
street  and  Arch-street  piisons  and  were  pleased  to  ob- 
serve throughout  a  decree  of  cleanliness  and  general  at- 
tentioti, highly  commendable.  They  also  made  a  most  in- 
teresting visit  to  the  "House  of  Refuge"  and  have  great 
pleasure  in  expressing  the  high  gratification  they  ex- 
perienced— they  cannot  but  recommend  it,  as  an  insti- 
tution^deservir.g  of  every  suppoit,8;  they  hope  it  will  re- 
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ceive  from  time  to  time,  as  its  usefulness  becomes  devel- 
opecl,all  that  assistance, from  an  enlightened  Legislature 
and  intelligent  public,vvhich  its  exigencies  may  demand. 
The  adminble  system  throughout,  the  attention  to  per- 
sonal cleanliness,  the  moral  and  leligious  care  bestowed 
on  tlie  unfortunate  inmates, the  promoting  of  industrious 
and  studious  habits  and  the  teaching  of  those  branches 
of  education,  most  useful,  connot  but  lead  to  the  hap- 
piest results,  and  tliey  cherish  tlie  hope  that  many,  w)io 
but  for  this  establishment  would  be  lost,  will  not  only 
be  restored  to  society  and  become  useful  members 
thereof,  but,  what  is  of  much  more  importance  will  se- 
cure tlieir  eternal  welfare. 

.Fhibdelphla,  May  8/Ji,  1829. 


Jno.  R.  Neff 
Jona.  Babbinglon 
Joseph  Ilargesheimer 
John  Manson 
Michael  Frick 
Edward  Smith 
John  Orr 
William  Foster 


Josepli  Donaldson 
Solomon  Allen 
Ludvvick  Sharp 
Sam.  N.  Lewis 
Wm.  L.Norton 
John  J.  Kreider 
Jesse  Williamson 
Samuel  W.  Jones 
Edward  Evans. 


PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL  AND  RAIL  RO.AD. 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Rail 
Road. 

Skct.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  it  sliall  be  the  duty  oif  the  ca- 
nal commissioners  to  cause  as  much  of  the  contracts  al- 
ready made  upon  the  different  lines  of  canal  and  rail 
ways,  to  be  completed  within  the  present  year,  as  sliall 
be  practicable,  and  that  they  be  authorized  and  requi- 
red to  enter  into  contracts,  for  tlie  execution  of  those 
sections  of  the  Delaware  divisions  of  tlie  Pennsylvania 
canal,  between  Bristol  and  Easton,  and  those  sections 
on  the  North  Brancli  division  between  Northumberland 
and  Nanticoke  falls,  which  have  not  yet  been  commen- 
ced, and  to  complete  the  same  if  practicable  within  the 
present  year.  And  the  said  canal  commissioners  are 
hereby  fiuther  authorized  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  to  enter  into  such  other  contracts  for  the  ex- 


bursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time 
ter  the  expiration  of  twenty -five  years  from  the  first  day 
of  December  next. 

Skc.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
tliorizcd  and  required,  annually  to  appoint  a  suitable 
person  as  commissioner  of  loans,  who  shall  keep  his  of^ 
fice  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
advertise  for  all  future  loans  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
shall  receive  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  to  be 
performed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  annually  one  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  account  of  said  commissioner  shall  be 
settled  by  the  auditor  general,  and  paid  in  the  usual 
manner  out  of  the  state  treasurj';  and  that  so  much  of 
the  second  section*  of  the  act  passed  the  fourteenth  day 
of  April  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  eight  entitled 
"an  act  authorizing  a  temporary  loan,"  as  authorizes  the 
governor  to  appoint  a  commissioner  of  loans  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sr-CT.  6.   And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commis- 
sioner of  loans  to  advertise  for  the  contracting  of  loans, 
in  one  newspaper  printed  at  the  seat  of  government, 
and  two  daily  papers  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  and  Baltimore,  for  thirty  days  previous 
to  the  time  fixed  for  contracting  for  said  loans,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  said  time,  the  commissioner  afore- 
said sliall  open  the  proposals,  and  if  upon  examining 
the  proposals,  it  shall  appear  that  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  loan  has  been  agreed  to  be  taken  upon  favourable 
terms,  the  commissioner  shall  notify  the  party  offering, 
of  the  acceptance  of  the  same,  and  for  any  balance,  or 
for  the  whole  of  the  said  loan  or  loans  that  shall  not  be 
taken,  the  said  commissioner  shall  offer  for  sale  at  pub- 
lic auction  at  the  Merchant's  Cofiee  House,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  such  portion  or  portions  of  the  loan  air- 
thorized  by  this  act,  and  of  any  future  loan  authorized 
by  law,  as  the  governor  may  direct  and  authorize,  /'ro» 
vided.  That  the  said  loan  or  loans  shall  be  sold  in  lots  of 
not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  said  commissioner  of 
loans  shall  issue  certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  (he  said 
commissioner  to  the  pnrcliaser  or  purchasers  of  said 
loan,  setting  forth  that  they  pertain  to  the  canal,  and 
other  loan=,bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  which  stock  thus  created  shall  be 
transferable  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  same,  his, 
her,  or  their  attorney,  on  a  book  or  books  to  be  provi- 


tension  of  the  lines  of  canal  and  railways  which  have 
been  authorized  by  law,  or  shall  be  authorized  by  this 
act  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  most  conducive 

to  the  interest  of  the  state,  Provided,  that  the  amount  of  i  ded  and  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  commission 
such  contracts  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  money  I  er,  and  new  certificates  of  the  same  shall  be  issued  by 


appropriated  by  tiiis  act,  which  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  amount  of  work  which  shall  be  done  during 
the  present  year  on  contracts  already  made. 

Six.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  canal  commission- 
ers to  locate  the  route  of  a  suitable  iiavig-ation  either  by 
canal  or  by  canal  and  slack  water  between  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  or  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskeminetas  and  the  bo- 
rough of  Erie  within  tlie  present  year:  Provided,  that 
the  said  location  shall  not  be  made  befire  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next. 

Sec  .  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  canal  commissioners  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  NIonongahela  river  from  the  city  of  Pittsburg 
to  the  Virginia  state  line,  at  such  time  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  legislature  may  hereafter  direct. 

Sr.c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  and  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per 
cent,  per  annum;  and  the  sum  so  borrowed,  shall  be 
paid  to,  and  vested  in  the  commissioners  of  the  internal 
improvement  fund,  to  be  applied  by  them  in  the  manner 
and  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  directed.  Provided, 
That  no  engagement  or  contract  shall  be  entered  into, 
which  shall  preclude  the  commonwealth  from  re-im- 


the  said  commissioner  to  the  new  holder  or  holders,  and 
all  the  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  the  commission- 
er of  Inans  imder  this  act  for  stationary,  printing,  and  ad- 
vertising, shall  be  settled  by  the  auditor  general,  and 
paid  h}'  the  state  treasurer;  And  provided  further.  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  make  it  obligatory  on  the  said  commissioner  of  ' 
loans,  to  sell  at  auction  any  lot  or  lots  of  said  loan,  <mless 
such  sale  shall  in  the  opinion  of  said  commissioner  of 
loans,  be  to  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth,  nor  to 
prevent  said  commissioner  of  loans  from  receiving  other 
proposals  for  said  loan,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think 
proper  and  expedient. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority' 
aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner 
of  loans  to  transmit  to  the  auditor  general,  a  statement 
containing  the  amount  of  stock  created  by  this  law? 
with  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons,  or  corporations 


♦"Section  2d,"  of  the  act  referred  to  above — "And  de. 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  the 
president  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania  or  some  other  fit 
person  to  be  commissioner  of  loans,  with  authority  to  is- 
sue and  sign  certificates  of  such  stock,  pertaining  to  the 
loans  of  this  commonwealth  as  may  be  transferred  at 
said  bank  under  such  arrangements  with  said  bank  as 
may  be  satisfactory  to  the  Governor.'' 
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to  whom  cei-tificates  of  stock  may  be  issued,  with  tlie 
sum  loaned  by  each,  and  also  to  notify  the  auditor  gene- 
ral quarterly,  of  the  transfer  of  stock,  and  to  whom 
made;  and  the  auditor  general  shall  enter  in  the  books 
of  his  office  a  statement  of  the  money  so  loaned  to  the 
commonwealth,  in  pursuance  of  this  law,  the  names  of 
persons  or  corporations  to  whom  certificates  may  be  is- 
sued as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  names  of  persons  or 
corporations  to  whom  certificates  of  stoek  may  be 
transferred.  -  ^ 

Sec  "8.\3«c?  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  if  funds  shall  be  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  tlie  Pennsylvania  canal  and  rail  road,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  already  provided  for,  previous  to  the 
neg'ociation  and  receipt  of  the  permanent  loan  authoi  i- 
zed  by  this  act,  then  and  in  such  case  the  governor  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  negociate  a  temporary 
loan  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  in 
such  manner  as  he  may  deem  expedient  at  an  interest 
not  exceeding' five  per  cent,  per  annum,  with  any  bank, 
corporation,  or  individual  or  individuals,  as  in  his  opin- 
ion will  be  most  advantageous,  and  the  money  tluis  bor- 
rowed shall  be  paid  to,  and  vested  in  the  comirissioners  of 
the  internal  improvement  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  this  act  und  to  be  repaid  out  of 
the  permanent  loan  authorized  by  this  act,  to  the  lender 
or  lenders,  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authcriiy 
aforesaid.,  That  the  money  loaned  to  the  commonwealth 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  by  any  banking  company, 
shall  remain  in  the  bank  making  the  loan  to  the  credit 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  internal  improvement  fund, 
subject  to  their  draft  or  order,  and  all  monej'  loaned  as 
aforesaid  by  other  corporations  and  by  individuals  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  credit 
of  the  said  commissioners  as  aforesaid,  Provided:  That 
no  certificate  of  stock  shall  be  issued  to  any  person 
making  such  loan  and  deposit,  until  lie  or  she  produces 
to  the  commissioner  of  loans,  a  certificate  of  the  depo- 
sit signed  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  bank  in  which  the 
deposit  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  State  Treasurer  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  internal  improvement  fund,  any  sum  of  money  from  | 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  said  commissioners  can  be  done  without  em- 
barrassing the  ordinary  operations  thereof,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  interest  on  loans  heretofore  and 
hereafter  to  be  made  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  con- 
struction of  canals  and  rail  roads  and  the  expenses  inci- 
dent thereto. 

Sec  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  &c.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  internal  im- 
provement fund  to  cause  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies 
borrowed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  such  sum  or  sums, 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  several 
divisions  and  sections  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  rail 
road  already  located,  as  well  as  such  other  sum  or  sums 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  canal 
and  public  works  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
nfiresaid.  That  in  all  cases  where  a  contract  on  the  ca- 
nal or  rail  road  shall  be  abandoned,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  or  acting  canal  commissioner  to 
give  at  least  two  weeks  public  notice  of  reletting  the 
same. 

Neb  MtDDIESWAHTH, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Daniel  SxcnGEON, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved, — The  twenty  second  day  of  April  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

1.  AND'W.  SHULZE. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REFOKT   OF  THE  JICirSK 
OF  REFUGE. 

The  articles  of  association  of  the  House  of  Refuge, 
provide  that  the  Board  of  Managers  sliall  make  a 
written  report  of  its  proceedings,  at  every  annual 
meeting.  Agreeably  to  this  provision,  the  following 
communication  is  respectfully  submitted  at  the  earliest 
assembly  of  the  contributors  after  the  institution  has 
commenced  its  work  of  reformation. 

The  first  object  to  which  the  Managers  directed  their 
attention,  was  the  erection  of  a  suitable  builaing.  It 
would  have  aflbrded  but  an  imperfect  experiment  to 
exhibit  the  discipline  of  such  an  institution,  v\  itiiout  the 
peculiar  accommodations  which  the  whole  scheme  con- 
templates. Confinement  without  the  appearance  or  tlie 
reality  of  punishment — entire  separation  from  all  de- 
scriptions of  adult  ofl!"enders — the  union  of  labor,  educa- 
tion and  reasontible  amusement  within  the  sume  walls 
— entire  solitude  during  the  night,  and  cautions  super- 
intendence both  by  night  and  da}',  convenient  arrange- 
ments for  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  were  all  to 
be  combined.  Had  a  temporary  edifice  been  resorted 
to,  which  would  have  caused  the  omission  of  any  one  of 
these  requisites,  success  might  not  have  attended  the 
experiment;  and  the  result  would  perhaps  be  ascribed 
to  deficiencies  in  the  system,  and  not  in  the  manner  of 
its  execution.  Failure  in  the  outset  would  have  disap- 
pointed the  hopes,  and  arrested  the  exertions  of  the  san- 
guinej  would  have  confirmed  the  forebodings  of  the  un- 
friendly, and  forfeited  the  claims  to  favour  and  encour- 
agement from  the  community,  however  it  might  have 
been  oi  iglnally  disposed  to  afford  a  liberal  patronage. 
Great  exertions  were  therefore  made  to  meet  the  views, 
and  merit  the  generosity  of  the  Legislature,  by  comple- 
ting a  building  in  all  respects  adapted  to  the  object. — 
Frequent  and  earnest  appeals  were  made  to  the  public 
for  assistance,  and  as  was  expected,  the  bountiful  dis- 
position manifested  in  the  legislative  proceedings 
which  authorised  the  Institution,  lias  been  seconded  by 
a  corresponding  feeling  and  acting,  on  the  part  of  pri- 
vate individuals.  To  few  persons  has  the  appeal  been 
made  in  vain.  The  general  effect  has  been  such  as 
might  have  been  looked  for  in  a  commimity,  where 
kindness  is  not  generally  over  cautious  in  its  g-ifts,  and 
where  affluence  abounds.  It  was  necessary,  while  these 
happy  results  had  been  but  partially  realized,  that  the 
work  should  proceed.  A  pledge  had  been  given  which 
must  be  redeemed.  Embarrassments  presented  them- 
selves at  every  stage;  difficulties  without  number  were 
to  be  overcome.  After  a  succession  of  efTorts  which 
were  not  merely  strenuous  and  untiring,  but  hazardous 
and  bold,  the  leading  object  was  accomplished,  in  the 
completion  of  a  building,  extensive,  commodious  and 
well  adapted  to  all  its  purposes;  but  expensive  in  its 
progress,  and  still  requiring  liberal  aid  to  relieve  it  from 
debts  which  must  be  incurred.  The  building  commit- 
tee made  their  final  report  and  v/ere  discharged  on  the 
3d  of  April.  The  total  amount  of  their  expenditure, 
which  it  is  believed  was  conducted  with  scrupulous 
precision  and  economy,  is  £38,025  16.  That  nothing 
has  been  wasted  or  mismanaged  in  this  large  disburse- 
ment, will  be  apparent  from  the  structure  itself.  Ofain- 
ple  size  to  accommodate  172  inmates,  each  with  a  sepa- 
rate dormitory,  it  is  composed  of  unexceptionable  mate- 
rials, put  together  with  skill,  but  with  the  utmost  sim- 
plicity. The  main  edifice  is  92  feet  in  length.  Its  cen- 
tre contain  convenient  apartments  for  a  library,  and  for 
the  use  of  the  Managers  and  the  families  of  tlie  officers 
of  the  instllutioTi.  '1  he  wings,  which  are  of  consequenci; 
thus  entirely  separate  from  each  other,  comprise  the 
respective  dormitories  of  the  male  and  female  pupils, 
and  their  several  spacious  halls  for  schools.  Kach  lodg- 
ing room,  of  which  there  are  eighty-six  in  either  wing, 
is  calculated  for  entire  solitude,  being  7  feet  in  length, 
and  4  feet  in  breadth,  fvnnished  only  with  a  small  bed, 
stead  and  shelf:  but  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  an^UX'. 
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posed  at  all  times  to  abseliite  s\ipeiintenclence  and  in- 
spection. Workshops  are  constructed  in  the  extensive 
area,  wliich  is  surrounded  by  a  lofty  wall.  The  kitchen 
apartments  are  arranged  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  build- 
ing. Infirmaries  are  provided  with  a  view  to  such  loca- 
tion as  will  secure  quiet  to  the  sick,  and  remove  the 
healthy  from  the  d.ing-er  of  contagion.  A  cliapel  of 
moderate  dimensions  is  constructed  so  as  to  keep  the 
different  sexes  from  conversation  and  even  from  seeing 
each  other.  Large  intervals  between  the  several  build- 
ings afford  the  means  of  recreation,  exercise  and  ration- 
al  amusement  in  the  open  air:  and  every  thing  is  so  con- 
structed as  to  admit  of  enlarged  accommodation  on  the 
same  general  plans  whenever  the  good  effects  of  the  ex- 
periment shall  have  appealed  witli  success  to  public 
sympathy,  and  opportunity  shall  be  thus  attained  to  ex- 
tend the  sphere  of  practical  benevolence. 

Having  sufficiently  advanced  the  work  to  exhibit  it  to 
the  public  and  to  receive  pupils,  the  establishment  was 
formally  opened  on  the  29th  of  Nov.  1828,  by  an  address 
from  the  President  of  the  institution  delivered  to  a  larg"e 
assembly,*  The  numerous  and  respectable  individuals 
who  visited  the  house  on  this  occasion,  appeared  to  take 
the  liveliest  interest  in  an  establishment  which  to  most 
of  them  was  entirely  novel,  and  to  all,  an  object  of  anx- 
ious curioeity.  Great  satisfaction  was  expressed  with 
the  judicious  arrangements  of  the  place.  Three  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  address  were  published,  and  have 
been  widely  disseminated. 

On  the  8th  of  December  the  first  subject  was  intro- 
duced to  the  discipline  of  the  house.  This  was  a  boy  of 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  was  committed  by  the  May- 
or, and  thus  rescued,  it  is  confidently  hoped  from  the 
evils  of  a  common  prison,  to  which,  except  for  this  re- 
fuge, he  must  have  been  condemned. 

Believing  that  the  precise  character  of  the  Institution 
was  not  distinctly  understood,  the  Managers  took  occa- 
sion to  invite  the  different  magistrates  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelpliia,  to  a  meeting-  at  the  house.  They 
attended  to  a  considerable  number,  and  were  conducted 
through  every  part  of  the  establishment,  whlcii  was  by 
this  time  in  practical  operation,  with  a  number  of  chil- 
dren of  both  sexes,  engaged  in  their  different  occupa- 
tions. After  exhibiting  to  them  the  various  mechani- 
cal employments,  the  obvious  improvement  which  had 
been  already  attained,  the  course  and  method  of  in- 
struction both  in  handicraft  and  education,  the  arrange- 


sensibly  to  improve  their  undeistandings  and  their 
hearts. 

A  code  of  laws,  or  system  of  rules  and  regulations, 
has  been  prepared  and  printed,  and  together  with  the 
acts  of  assembly  relating  to  the  institution,  has  been 
widely  circulated  for  genei'al  and  accin-ate  information. 
It  is  believed  that  nothing  is  wanting-  to  its  libei  al  pat- 
ronage but  a  distinct  understanding  of  its  objects  and 
designs.  It  Is  to  be  regretted  that  many  yet  remain  un- 
informed of  tlie  peculiar  character  of  this  comparatively 
novel  establishment,  and  in  proportion  to  the  care  with 
which  it  is  examined,  will  be,  it  is  believed,  the  confi- 
dence in  its  efficacy  and  usefulness. 

If  the  theory  of  the  House  of  Refuge  be  perft  ctly 
understood,  there  is  little  danger  that  its  practical  ef- 
fects will  not  foi  ce  themselves  into  notice:  for  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  has  nicreased  with  a  rapidity  which 
threatens  to  be  greatly  dispro[)ovtioned  to  the  perma- 
nant  means  for  their  support  and  instruction.  There 
are  now  eiglity  in  the  Institution,  viz:  fifty-seven  boys 
and  twenty-three  girls.  Tlie  former  are  employed  in 
book-binding,  basket-making  and  wicker-works,  shoe- 
making,  tailoring,  and  carpenters'  work.  The  latter 
in  sewing,  washing,  ironing,  mending,  cooking,  and 
housework  generally.  A  description  of  the  course  of 
employment  for  a  single  day  will  serve  to  show  the  gen- 
eral habits  and  occupations  of  the  place. 

The  bell  rings  at  a  quarter  before  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

At  5  o'clock  the  dormitories  are  opened,  and  the 
boys  after  washing  and  combing  assemble  in  the  hall 
for  morning  worship.  Their  school  exercises  next 
commence,  and  contiinie  till  7  o'clock,  when  they 
breakfast.  At  half  past  7  they  go  to  work,  and  con- 
tinue at  work  until  12,  which  is  the  time  of  dining.  Af- 
ter finishing  their  dinner  they  hear  a  lesson  or  lecture 
on  some  useful,  moral  or  scientific  subject,  until  one 
o'clock.  From  one  until  five,  when  they  go  to  supper, 
they  are  engaged  at  their  respective  employments.  If 
the  woik  be  done  within  the  alloted  time — half  an  hour 
is  allowed  for  recreation  and  play.  School  begins  at 
half  past  five,  and  they  remain  there  until  a  quarter  be- 
fore eig-ht,  when  after  evening  prayers  they  retire  to 
rest,  and  the  dormitories  are  all  safely  locked.  With 
some  slight  \ai-iatinns  the  occupations  and  duties  of  the 
females  are  conducted  in  a  like  manner. 

The  very  nature  of  the  Institution  prevents  the  pos- 


ments  for  separate  lodgings,  and  the  manner  in  which  rsibility  of  conducting  it  without  considerable  expense. 


recreation  was  encouraged  and  controlled, — the  theory 
of  the  Institution  was  explained  from  the  statute  which 
authorised  its  establishment,  and  the  attention  of  the 
magistracy  was  drawn  towards  the  description  of  per- 
sons who  might  be  received  with  a  chance  of  reforma- 
tion when  inclined  to  vice,  and  with  the  hope  of  tise- 


The  object  is  to  prepare  the  children  to  earn  their  own 
livelihood,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  sufficiently  instruct 
ed  to  become  valuable  apprentices  to  any  particular 
trade,  to  bind  them  out,  and  let  their  labour  be  available 
at  first  to  their  masters,  and  afterwards  to  themselves. 
It  would  defeat  this  great  object,  were  they  to  be  de- 


ful  instruction,  when  they  might  be  merely  ignorant  but  )  tained,  after  they  have  given  satisfactory  proof  of  refor- 


not  habitually  depraved.  They  wei-econvinced  thatwhole 
some  restraint  did  not  necessarily  imply  that  there  had 
been  crime:;j  that  infamy  was  not  the  consequence  of  a 
residence  here;  that  the  leading  object  was  to  avoid  dis- 
grace, by  cherishing  a  laudable  pride  in  those  who 
might  become  inmates;  that  punishment  (except  for  of- 
fences committed  in  the  institution,  and  with  fi  view  ix> 
preserve  its  discipline)  was  not  mentioned  in  the  law  or 
contemplated  by  the  plan.  In  a  word  that  the  whole 
system  was  the  reverse  of  that  which  pi-evails  in  prisons 
—  the  object  being  to  avoid  contamination  and  infamy, 
to  prevent  crime,  to  inform  the  ignorant,  to  support  the 
friendless  and  forsaken,  and  to  qualify  all  to  maintain 
themselves  by  virtuous  Industry,  and  to  enter  the  world 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  is  right,  and  <t  capacity  to  pur- 
sue the  path  of  rectitude. 

A  most  successful  appeal  was  made  to  the  liberality 
of  the  Booksellers,  in  order  to  provide  a  suitable  library. 
An  hundred  maps  and  seventeen  hundred  volumes  were 
speedily  bestowed.  These  latter  consist  of  works  of 
various  descriptions.calculated  to  awaken  an  interest  in 
the  younf — to  lead  them  to  the  love  of  study,  and  in- 
*Sef  Heg{sUr,page  M^. 


mation,  and  have  become  habituated  to  labour,  and 
wlien  they  arrive  at  proficiency  in  any  art,  and  become 
capable  of  earning  wages.  The  mechanics  who  employ 
the  boys,  allow  for  their  daily  labour,  of  eight  working 
hours,  12^  cents  each;  a  sum  altogether  inadequate  to 
the  discharge  of  the  share  of  expense  which  would  fall 
to  each  individual. 

The  exhibits  annexed  to  the  Treasurer's  Report,  will 
show  the  actual  disbursements  and  the  sources  ofreve- 
nue,  and  will  plead  for  a  farther  extension  of  the  bounty 
of  the  public. 

In  the  estimate  of  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an 
establishment  of  this  nature,  its  little  cost  in  comparison 
with  an  ordinary  prison,  or  a  penitentiary,  is  not  to  be 
overlooked.  1  he  gi  eater  facility  with  which  the  young 
can  be  confined  and  kept  in  order,  than  those  who  are 
advanced  in  years,  in  cunning  and  in  crime,  diminishes 
the  precautions  against  escape,  and  makes  the  buildings 
proportionably  simple.  An  expenditui-e  only  to  be 
justified  by  necessity,  has  attended  the  construction 
of  prisons  and  penitentiaries  in  dlffei-ent  paits  of  the 
country;  yet  the  numbers  proposed  to  be  accommoda- 


1829,] 


RKPORT  OF  THK 


HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 


333 


ted  in  them,  beai*  a  proportion  to  the  expense,  alto- 
g'ether  different  from  the  corresponding  estimates  af- 
forded by  a  House  of  Refuge.  In  the  latter  institution 
besides,  the  shortness  of  tlie  period  contemplated  for 
confinement,  probably  not  averaging  more  than  12 
months,  authorises  the  belief,  that  b)' a.  constant  succes- 
s;on  of  pupils,  still  farther  increase  will  be  given  to 
the  numbers  to  be  benefited,  without  any  addition  of 
expense.  - 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  views  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  promoting  this  Institution,  were  not  confined  to 
any  particular  plac<;,  but  embraced  the  probable  wants 
of  the  whole  commonwealth.  As  the  population  is 
greatest  here,  the  danger  of  idleness  and  crime  is  the 
most  imminent. — But  the  house  is  open  for  the  recep- 
tion, not  only  of  the  idle  and  deserted  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, but  of  any  part  of  Pennsylvania.  The  only 
difference  consists  in  this — that  while  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Managers  are  at  liberty  to  reject  or 
receive  those  who  may  be  committed  to  their  care,  the 
proper  authorities  of  other  counties  need  entertain  no 
fears  that  their  orders  will  be  ineffectual,  as  the  certifi- 
cate which  they  give  is  compulsory,  and  the  individuals 
who  in  their  judgment  are  "proper  subjects"  cannot 
be  refused.  Advantage  has  already  been  taken  of  this 
provision,  in  the  county  of  Delaware. 

Among  the  provisions  made  for  religious  instruction, 
the  clergy  of  the  different  denominations  of  Christians 
will  be  invited  to  officiate  in  the  chapel,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  a-d  a  constant  succession  of  pious  and  edi- 
fying counsel  from  men  of  talents  and  virtue,  may  be 
Calculated  on,  and  will  be  productive,  it  is  hoped,  of 
the  happiest  effects. 

Experience  has  already  satisfied  all  those  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  cares  of  the  establishment,  of  the 
importance  of  commencing  the  work  of  reformation  and 
instruction  at  an  early  age.  The  nearer  the  approach  to 
manhood,  the  less  pliant  is  the  temper  of  the  wayward — 
the  more  reluctant  are  the  ignorant  to  receive  infoi  ma- 
lion,  and  the  less  willing  are  the  vicious  and  depraved 
to  relinquish  their  improper  habits.  While  the  law  au- 
thorises the  reception  of  all  males  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  and  of  females  not  exceeding  that  of  eigh- 
teen— it  is  not  desirable  that  the  effort  to  do  good  should 
be  withdrawn  from  those  with  whom  it  is  certain  to 
avail,  in  order  that  it  may  be  divided  with  others  on 
whom  exertions  are  much  less  likely  to  be  successful.— 
The  folly  of  infancy  is  easily  enlightened  by  instruc- 
tion; its  errors  are  not  difficult  of  correction  and  res- 
traint. And  when  the  mind  is  capable  of  reflection,  it 
is  kept  right  by  the  lessons  which  are  then  instilled. 
But  those  who  ha^  e  reached,  even  in  youth,  a  vigour  of 
intellect,  which  has  been  exercised,  and  displayed  only 
in  the  commission  of  crimes,  have  to  undergo  the  task 
of  forgetting  much  that  is  evil,  before  they  are  fitted  to 
acquire  what  is  good.  Experience  in  vice  too,  exposes 
to  a  relapse,  even  where  seeming  reformation  has  been 
produced;  and  companionships  which  have  at  one  time 
given  inducement  or  countenance  to  vicious  habits,  are 
always  liable  to  be  renewed. 

Could  a  selection  be  made,  it  is  believed  that  more 
substantial  benefit  would  arise,  from  receiving  those  on- 
ly, who  are  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  trusting  to 
the  hope  of  preventing  if  possible  hereafter,  by  in- 
structing the  young,  the  wickedness  and  vice  of  the 
more  mature. 

That  good  eflTects  have  already  flowed  from  the  exer- 
tions  that  have  been  made,  will  sufficiently  appear  by 
an  extract  from  the  communication  lately  received  from 
the  acting  superintendent. 

"The  state  of  the  subjects,  considering  the  shortness 
of  the  time  which  many,  and  even  all  have  been  in  the 
Institution,  is  of  the  most  encouraging  kind.  The  boys 
are  generally  attentive  to  their  studies  and  to  their 
y^ork;  and  their  general  deportment  is  such  as  would, 
in  any  situation,  procure  for  many  of  them,  the  appella- 
tion of  good  boys.    Some,  who  were  the  most  obstinate 


and  intractable  when  they  came  among  us,  are  now 
among  the  most  attentive  and  industrious.  Their  be- 
haviour, in  many  respects,  has  been  commendable,  and 
what  is  of  great  importance  in  any  community,  quar- 
relling, fighting,  and  most  kinds  of  vicious  con<luct, 
seem  to  be  quite  unpopular  among  them.  When  a  boy 
has  committed  a  fault,  there  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  gene- 
ral feeling,  that  he  deserves  and  ought  to  receive  pun- 
ishment. The  writer  has  never  found  a  smaller  degree 
of  obstinacy  than  among  those  who  are  here,  and  he  has 
become  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  care  and  at- 
tention, together  with  some  encouragement  to  do  well, 
will  save  many  who  would  otherwise  be  sooner  or  later 
imniured  in  some  of  our  prisons,  and  become  worse  than 
lost  to  society." 

THOMAS  ASTLEY, 
Chairman,  pro  tern. 

Attested 

JAMEa  J.  BARCLAY, 

Secretary 
April  28,  1829. 

Receipts. 

State  Treasury,  for   .1827. ..  .$5,000 

 1828..... 2,500 

 1829  2,500 

10,000  00 


County  Treasury,  1827. . . ;  .5,000 

 1828  5,000 

 1829  5,000 


Loans  from  13  Individuals  of  §500  each,. . . . 

Building  Committee,  Lumber  sold, .  .220  61 
Money  returned  by  them  at 
the  close  of  theirlabours,.  .617  14 


15,000  00 
6,500  00 


837  75 


Loan  from  Pennsylvania  Society,  for 

the  promotion  of  Public  Economy,  . . .  3,000 

Labour  of  Boys,    233.15 

For  sundry  articles  sold  at  tlie  house,  .67  24 


300  39 


Interest  on  money  loaned  previously 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Build-  - 

ings,  201  08 

Sale  of  fence  on  premises,. .......   11  75 

Subscriptions  alid  Donations  in  cash,.  19,944  79 


Expenditures. 
Site...........  

Building  Committee,.   

Paid  on  account  of  loans  from  13 

Individuals,.  

Interest  on  money  borrowed,  

Paid  Matron,  previous  to  opening 

the  House,  for  Clothing,  &c  

Paid  Miscellaneous  Expenses,  in- 
cluding Insurance,  loss  on  uncur- 
rent  notes,  printing  and  station- 
ary. Architect's  design  for  Build- 
ings, commission  on  collections, 

&c.  &c  

Executive  Committee  drafts,  for 
various  expenses,  viz: — Salaries, 
Printing  and  paper,. . .  i .  ... 

Clothing,  

Provisions,  

Furniture,  

Fuel,  

School  

Sundries,  including  cost  of 
Dearborn  and  cart,  and 
keeping  of  horse,  

Balance  in  Treasury,. 


$55,795  76 

$5,500  00 
39,281  29 

5,200  00 
356  71 

38  22 


672  55 


946  00 
316  60 
512  22 
574  54 
621  18 
318  28 
131  57 


472  00 


3,892  39 
854  60 

^55,795  76 
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TRIBUTE  OP  RESPECT. 


[Mat 


SUBSTANTIAL.  TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT.  1 

At  a  special  meeting'  of  the  Hoard  of  Managers  of  tlie 
Union  Canal  Companj',  held  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  | 
1829,  it  was  unanimimsly 

Resolved,  That  the  following'  letter  fi'om  AVilliam 
Boyd,  Esq.  announcing'  the  melancholy  intelligence  of 
the  decease  of  the  President  of  this  Company,  be  insert- 
ed on  the  minutes. 

[Here  follows  tlie  copy  of  a  letter  iiddressed  to  the 
Company,  from  AVilliam  Boyd,  Esq.  a  member  of  the 
Leg-islature  of  Pennsylvania,  dated  at  Harrisburg',  (where 
Mr.  Mifflin  died,)  g-iving- particulars  of  the  event.] 

The  Board  ofManag'ers  having  thus  recorded  upon 
their  minutes  tliis  raelanchol)'  event,  they  feel  it  their 
duty  to  express  the  sentiments  of  esteem  which  they 
entertain  for  tlie  character  of  their  late  President,  the 
sense  which  they  have  of  his  official  services,  and  the 
sincere  sorrow  which  is  felt  for  the  loss  sustained  by  his 
death. 

For  nearly  eight  years  did  Mr.  Mifflin  preside  over 
the  concerns  of  tlie  Company;  and  the  community  at 
large  are  the  witnesses  of  the  singular  ability  and  fideli- 
ty, with  which  the  duties  of  his  station  were  performed. 

Me  was  called  to  encounter  many  and  great  difficul- 
ties in  the  execution  of  the  important  work  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  but  he  was  endowed  with  peculiar  fitne.ss 
of  capacity  and  firmness  of  mind;  and  by  means  of  bis 
extraordinary  resources,  singular  constancy  of  purpose, 
and  untiring  perseverance,  be  happily  surmounted  them. 
His  heart  was  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  his  native 
Mate,  and  particularly  to  the  woi'k.  which  was  for 
so  long  a  time  the  object  of  his  care  and  labour,  and 
which,  in  his  view,  was  connected  especially  with  the 
public  interest. 

The  zeal  which  he  felt  was  Im.parted  to  others,  and  the 
happiest  eifects  necessarily  resulted  from  the  ardent 
devotion,  unceasing  industiy,  and  almost  enthusiastic  at- 
tachment which  he  at  all  times  manifested  in  the  service 
in  which  he  was  engaged. 

In  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Company  he 
was  conspicuous  for  his  sense  of  justice,  his  urbanity  of 
manner,  and  a  constant  desire  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
liis  office  with  a  due  regiird  to  the  rights  of  all  persons 
with  whom  he  was  brought  into  connection  or  collision. 
Under  the  Influence,  and  in  the  exercise  of  such  senti- 
ments and  feelings,  he  did  not  fail  to  secure  personal  es- 
teem to  himself,  and  greatly  to  advance  the  interest  of 
this  company. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  individually,  and  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Company,  he  was  endeared  as  an  associate: 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  stockholders  he  was  richly  enti- 
tled; and  by  his  death,  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  the 
great  public  work  in  which  he  was  engaged,  with  so 
much  devotion,  and  the  community  in  which  he  lived, 
have  indeed  sustained  a  sei-ious  loss. 

Under  a  strong  sense  of  the  merits  and  services  of 
their  late  President,  the  Board,  &.c. 

Resolved,  That  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  shall  be 
called,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to  their  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  expressing  their  sentiments  on  this 
aflTecting  occasion,  and  of  affording  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  some  suitable  testimonial  of  their  estimation  of 
the  faithful  and  valuable  services  of  an  excellent,  able, 
and  devoted  officer. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Union  Canal  Company,  at  a  special  meeting  held  on  the 
10th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1829,  at  the  office  of  the  Com- 
pany:— 

James  Taylor,  Escj.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  James 
Biddle  acted  as  Secretary. 

George  Vaux  opened  the  meeting  by  stating  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  called,  and  read  the  resolutions 
and  recommendations  of  the  Board  and  Managers. 

John  Sergeant,  Esq.  then  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  viz: — 

Whereas  the  lamented  death  of  the  late  President, 


SAMUEL  MIFFLIN,  Esq.  makes  it  proper  now  to 
consider  his  just  claims  upon  this  Company,  and  at  the 
same  time  that  we  acknowledge  the  value  of  his  unwea- 
ried labours  continued  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life,  and 
express  our  sense  of  the  loss  we  have  suffered,  to  pro- 
vide  a  remuner.-ttion  for  his  family  proportioned  to  their 
claims,  upon  a  just  and  liberal  estimate:  ^llnd  whereas,  it 
has  always  been  perceived  that  the  time  he  spent  fi'om 
home  and  the  promptness  with  which  he  repaired  with- 
out regard  to  personal  sacrifices,  to  any  point  where  his 
presence  appeared  to  be  important,  must  have  occasion- 
ed an  expenditure  which,  making  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  his  valuable  services,  was  not  adequately  cov- 
ered by  his  salary:  Jlml  whereas,  there  has  been  a  gene- 
ral understanding,  that  at  some  time  a  compensation 
would  be  made  to  him  to  reimburse  such  expenses,  as 
well  as  to  testify  a  just  sense  of  his  meiits  and  it  is  fit 
that  what  was  thus  intended  should  now  be  done — 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  pay  to  the  exec- 
utors of  the  late   Samuel  Mifflis,  Esq.  the  sum  of 

$  in  loan  of  the  Company,  to  be  invested  in  trust  so 

that  the  interest  thereof  may  be  enjoyed  by  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Mifflin,  widow  of  the  late  Samuel  Mifflin,  during 
her  life,  and  the  principal  divided  among  the  children  of 
the  said  Samuel  Mifflin  then  living,  and  the  issue  of  such 
as  may  have  died  leaving  issue. 

Resolved,  That  the  Managers  be  requested  to  express 
to  the  family  of  Mr.  Mifflin  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  the  stockholders  of  the  value  of  his  services  to  the 
Company,  and  of  their  sincere  reg-ret  for  his  loss. 

On  motion  of  John  Bohlen,  Esq.  seconded  by  Wil- 
liam Sansom,  Esq.  the  blank  in  the  first  resolution,  it 
was  unanimotisly^^agreed,  should  be  filled  with  f5,000,  . 
and  the  question  then  being  put  by  the  Chairman  the. 
resolutions  were  unanimously- adopted. 

(>n  motion  of  Th.omas  Biddle,  Esq.  seconded  by  Wil- 
liam Sansom,  Esq.  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  late  President  be 
continued  to  the  first  day  of  May  next,  to  be  paid  to  his 
representatives. 

Pliiladelphia,  April  11,  1829. 

Attest,  THOS.  P.  ROBERTS, 

Treasurer  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsyl's. 

FROCEEBINGS  OF  COUjVCII,S. 

Thursday  Evening,  May  14. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Paving  Committee. 

For  repaving  Raspberry  alley — for  a  new  regulation 
of  Vine  street  from  Fifth  to  Sixth — for  repaving  Walnut 
alley — and  against  an  alteration  in  the  wldih  of  the 
foot  pavements  in  Broad  street  south  of  Market. 

A  petition  for  the  erection  of  a  market  house  on  the 
Drawbridge  Lot,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
that  lot,  and  the  Committee  on  markets. 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  on  the  south  side  of 
Cedar  street,  between  Second  street  and  the  Delaware, 
praying  for  the  removal  of  the  market  carts  from  oppo- 
site their  doors,  was  referred  to  the  Market  Committee. 

A  petition  was  received  from  several  persons  who 
had  taken  up  City  lots  on  Lombard  street  between 
Eighth  and  Ninth,  praying  that  their  ground  rents  may 
,  be  reduced  to  the  amount  paid  by  those  who  have  rent- 
ed lots  during  the  present  year.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Lombard  street  lots. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, Aldermen,  and  City  Regulators,  recommending 
a  new  regulation  of  Cedar  street,  between  P'ourth  and 
Fifth  streets,  and  an  extension  of  the  sewer  beyond 
Fifth  street.  An  ordinance  was  passed,  in  conformitj'' 
with  this  recommendation. 

In  consequence  of  a  communication  from  the  City  , 
Commissioners,  a  resolution  was  passed  directing  them 
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to  retuvn  to  each  and  every  person,  the  amount  received 
from  them  for  the  stalls  in  the  Uroad  street  market  for 
the  present  year. 

ilfarc/i  13,  1829. 
The  Committee  charged  with  the  management  of 
John  Scott's  legacy,  offer  the  following  report  for  the 
year  1828. 

Since  the  la^^t  report,  they  have  awarded  the  follow- 
ing premiums. 

1.  'i"o  Francis  H.  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  for  a  great  im- 
provement in  the  Musical  Glasses,  which  not  only  facil- 
itates playing  on  them,  but  inci-eases  their  utility  and 
their  power,  and  permits  their  adaptation  to  Churches; 
one  of  the  sets  is  now  in  use,  at  Harrisburg — A  Medal 
and  twenty  dollars. 

2.  To  Owen  Carr,  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania, 
for  an  improvement  in  the  apparatus  for  Cutting  Shin- 
gles, and  which  also  cuts  tlie  edges  of  the  Shingles 
smooth  and  straight,  by  one  stroke  of  the  knife — A  Me- 
dal and  twenty  dollars. 

JAMES  MEASE, 
ROB'T  HARE, 
WILLIAM  HEMBEL, 
JAMES  RONALDSON, 
WILLIAM  PHILLIPS, 
To  the  Select  Council,  Philadelphia. — Phil.  Gazette. 

fFrom  the  JHarrisburg  Chronicle  May  11 -J 
IMPROVEMENTS  ON  THE  JUNIATA. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  one  of  the  editors,  dated 
Hamiltonsville,  .April  2S,  1829. 

"I  write  to  you  from  a  place  that  has  a  name  on  our 
State  map,  but  which,  at  the  time  it  received  it,  did  not 
deserve  it.  Last  winter,  J  have  been  informed,  there 
was  nothing  more  of  a  town  than  (our  old  huts— which 
are  yet  standing— at  present,  eight  or  ten  new  frame 
houses  are  built,  and  others  going  up,  some  of  them 
quite  respectable.  The  town  is  regularly  laid  off,  the 
streets  are  eighty  feet  wide,  it  has  a  Post  office,  four 
stores  and  a  tavern. 

"Clintonvllle  is  another  new  town.  It  was  laid  out 
this  spring,  twelve  mites  from  Huntingdon,  immediately 
below  tlie  two  river  aqueducts.  It  has  a  Post  office,  but 
improvements  have  not  yet  commenced' 

"If  you  have  ever  been  at  Aughwick  falls,  and  would 
see  them  now,  they  would  hardly  be  recognized,  for  in 
the  distance  ot  half  a  mile  tlie  shantees  stand  as  close  as 
they  do  at  Clark's  ferry. 

'•The  work  on  the  canal  is  progressing  rapidly.  It 
would  be  well  worth  any  one's  while,  who  has  been 
once  through  tliis  country,  to  visit  it  the  ensuing  sum- 
mer. 


Pennsylvania  Canal- — It  is  said  that  the  water  will  be 
let  into  the  canal  immediately,  and  probably  get  down 
to  Allegheny  town  this  day  week.  If  there  should  be 
no  accident,  there  will  then  be  about  Jifiy  miles  of  the 
western  division  navigable,  extending  from  Piltsburgli 
up  the  borders  of  tlie  Allegheny.  We  are  informed 
also,  that  during  the  month  of  June,  the  great  tunnel 
will  be  completed,  when  the  navigation  will  be  opened 
entirely  through  to  Blairsville. — Statesman. 

La>- CASTER,  Penn.  May  12. 
Conesiogo  Navigation. — Yesterday  morning,  as  the 
Ark  Adam  Reigart  was  clearing  lock  No.  9  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Conestogo,  part  of  the  South  wall  was  forced  in- 
to the  lock,  occasioning  a  rush  of  water  which  over- 
whelmed the  ark,  and  hurried  her  into  the  river  a  com- 
plete wreck.  Poitunately  no  lives  were  lost,  and  near- 
ly all  the  cargo  we  understand  has  been  saved. 

Active  measures,  we  vmderstand,  have  been  adopted 
by  the  company  to  repair  the  damages,  which  are  not  of 
much  consequence,  and  to  provide  against  the  occur- 
rence of  similar  accidents  in  future.  Should  the  water 
fall  in  a  few  days,  the  interruption  to  the  navigation  can- 
not exceed  two  weeks. 


Bloomftelt),  Penn.  May  14. 
The  71CW  Forge. — We  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  the 
new  forge  of  Messrs.  Stephen  Duncan  and  Jo/m  D.  Ma- 
hon,  at  the  mouth  of  Shearman's  Creek  in  this  county, 
is  now  in  full  operation.  This  is  another  evidence  of  the 
march  of  improvement  in  this  county,  and  It  will  doubt- 
less be  a  pleasure  to  all  to  know  that  the  enterprise  of 
the  proprietors  will  be  amply  rewarded.  We  perceive 
also  by  the  list  of  titles  of  acts  of  the  late  Legislature, 
that  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  toll  bridge  at  the  mouth  of 
Shearman's  creek  has  been  granted  to  these  gentlemen. 

Fish. — It  is  stated  as  a  fact,  that  on  some  day  last 
week,  a  race  attached  to  the  Forge  at  the  mouth  of 
Shearman's  creek,  was  drained  of  the  water,  when  there 
were  taken  out  of  it  forty  coal  baskets  full  (holding  a., 
bout  a  bushel  each)  of  very  large  white  and  black  suck- 
ers, catfish.  Eels,  Sec.!!! — Perry  Forrester. 

Wild  Pigeons. — We  have  never  before  witnessed  such 
multitudes  of  wild  pigeons  as  have  appeared  amongst 
us  the  present  season.  Flocks  extending  miles  in 
length,  have  many  days  been  seen  passing  over  the 
hills,  and  presenting  a  novel  and  interesting  appearance. 
Bat  what  is  most  extraordinary,  and  causes  us  now  to 
notice  them,  is  their  encampment,  about  ten  miles 
from  this  place,  in  a  S.W.  direction,  where  they  have 
built  their  nests  and  are  raising  their  young.  The  en- 
campment is  upwards  of  nine  miles  in  length  and  fotir 
in  breadth:' the  lines  regular  and  straight:  within  which, 
there  is  scarcely  a  tree,  large  or  small,  that  is  not  cov- 
ered with  nests.  They  cause  such  a  constant  roaring 
by  the  flapping  of  their  wings  that  persons  on  going  in- 
to the  encampment  have  great  difficulty  in  hearing  each 
other  speak.  Every  thing  throughout  their  camp  ap- 
pears to  be  conducted  in  the  most  perfect  order.  'I  hev 
take  their  turns  regularly  in  setting  and  in  feeding  their 
youngs  and  when  any  of  them  are  killed  upon  their 
nests  by  the  sportsmen,  others  immediately  supply  their 
places.  - 

The  Squabs,  (as  the  young  are  called,)  are  now  suf- 
ficiently large  to  be  considered  by  Epicures  better  for 
a  rich  dish  than  the  old  ones — and  they  are  "being" 
caught  and  carried  off  by  wagon  loads. — Montrose  {Sus- 
quelianna  County')  Register. 

Chesteh,  Penn.  May  19,  1829. 
Hail  Storm. — On  Saturday  night  last,  between  the 
hours  of  9  and  10  o'clock,  our  borough  was  visited  with 
a  heavy  rain  accompanied  by  a  high  wind,  sharp 
lightning,  thnuder,  and  considerable  hall,  which  last- 
ed about  twenty  minutes.  Some  of  the  gardens 
in  the  town  were  slightly  injured  by  the  hail.  In  Con- 
cord township  we  learn  that  the  barn  belonging  to 
Moses  Palmer  was  blown  down,  and  the  roof  of  a  house 
partly  blown  off. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  letter  published  in  to-day's  paper 
from  a  friend  on  Tinicum,  that  the  storm  was  very  se- 
vei"e  in  that  vicinity.  All  the  gardens  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  hail — the  public  and  private  buildings 
veiy  much  injured.  Mrs.  Hart,  at  Tinicum  Hotel,  lias 
suffered  very  considerable;  not  less  than  68  panes  of  glass 
were  broken  in  the  Hotel — the  vegetables  in  the  garden 
completely  demolished — the  Strawbei'ry  beds  destroy- 
ed— the  fruit  trees  stripped — in  fact  the  destruction  of 
property  by  the  storm  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  is  tre- 
mendous.—  Union. 



PoTTsviiLE,  May  16,  1829. 
The  weather  here  still  continues  cold,  and  we  have, 
with  the  exception  of  a  fevk'  days,  found  the  heat  of  a 
good  coal  fire  absolutely  necessary.  On  Wednesday 
morning  last  (loth)  we  had  a  very  severe  frost,  resem- 
bling a  slight  fall  of  snow,  which,  we  fear,  has  very 
much  injured,  if  not  completely  destroyed,  what  little 
fruit  and  vegetables  we  have.  On  the  same  morning, 
there  was  ice  frozen  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  in  a 
trough  at  our  office  door. 
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Milton,  May  14. 
On  Tuesday  night,  12thiiist.  there  was  a  severe  tVost; 
we  fear  that  fruit  is  very  much  injured,  if  not  complete- 
ly destroyed. 


Snow  in  Mai/. — We  are  credibly  informed,  (says  the 
Lehigli  Herald)  that  on  Sunday,  the  10th  instant,  snow 
to  the  depth  of  four  inches,  fell  on  the  otlier  side  of  the 
Blue  Mountain.  However,  it  lias  done  no  damage  to 
vegetation. 


The  Bellefonte  Patriot  of  the  lHh,  says:  "The  fall 
grain  in  this  region  of  country  looks  well,  and  bids  fair 
to  yield  an  abundant  harvest.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped 
that  prospects  so  cheering  may  not  be  blighted.  'I'he 
stagnation  of  all  kinds  of  business,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  crops  last  year,  creates  an  intense  anxiety 
as  to  the  result  of  the  present  yeav." 

Enii:,  April  23. 

Our  Harbor. — We  are  much  gratified  to  be  able  to 
state  that  notwithstanding  the  frequency  and  almost  un- 
paralleled severity  of  the  storms  during  the  past  winter, 
the  works  at  the  entrance  of  our  harbour  have  sustained 
no  injury  whatever.  The  water  on  the  bar  was  measu- 
red last  week  and  ascertained  to  be  seven  feet  in  the 
shoalest  part,  and  even  this  is  limited  to  a  very  short 
distance.  The  waters  of  the  Lake  are  now  two  feet 
lower  than  they  were  last  fall,  so  that  the  chaimel  has 
gained  in  depth  in  the  course  x)f  the  wmter  from  eigh- 
teen inches  to  two  feet.  ■  . 

The  heavy  gale  of  the  20th  Inst,  has  carried  th?'  ice 
out  of  sight,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  be  gone  so 
that  the  vessels  can  leave  Buffalo  before  the  10th  or 
12th  of  May.  '  Erie  Gaz. 


Samuel  Black,  to  be  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  dis- 
trict of  South  wark,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 


Jjppointments  hy  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania. 
Charles  S.  Coxe,  John  Swift,  Josiah  Randall,  Roberts 
Vaiix,  and  Daniel  H.  Miller,  to  be  the  inspectors  of 
the  new  state  prison  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsyl'a. 


PiTTSBunG,  (Penn.)  May  13. 
Penitentiarij, — On  the  first  Monday  of  Maj',  agreea- 
bly to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  the  following  g"en- 
tlemen  were  appointed  Inspectors  of  the  Western  Pen- 
itentiarv: — 


The  Doylestown  Intelligencer  informs  us  of  a  curious 
discovery  made  in  digging  on  the  Delaware  canal,  in 
Durham  township,  Bucks  county.  Three  feet  below 
the  surface,  a  pile  of  18  cannon  ball  was  found,  and  di- 
rectly underneath,  the  bones  of  a  human  being.  They 
were  principally  eighteen  pounders.  It  would  be  worth 
the  trouble  of  some  inquiry  to  ascertain  why  cannon 
balls  were  so  freely  used  in  the  burial  of  this  unknown 
person,  and  whether  he  was  a  soldier  or  an  officer  of  the 
revolutionary  army.  Tiie  canal  at  the  place  of  the  dis- 
covery, runs  very  near  the  old  Durham  Furnace — the 
first  forge  ever  erected  in  Pennsylvania  out  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  probably  the  very  first.  We  believe  this  forge 
wa's  in  operation  during  the  whole  of  the  revolution. — 
Most  likely  it  furnished  cannon  balls  for  the  army,  and 
that  the  pile  now  discovered,  was  secretly  placed  under 
the  grave  of  one  of  the  workmen  by  some  of  his  fellow 
laborers.       '  Saturday  Bulletin, 

Mr.  Henry  Morris,  has  caused  the  ground  to  be  clear- 
ed and  levelled,  and  the  sleepers,  rails,  &c.  prepared,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  a  Hail  Road,  two  miles  in  extent, 
from  the  landings  at  Port  Carbon,  up  Mill  Creek,  to  his 
coal  land,  which,  we  understand,  will  be  completed  in 
the  course  of  6  or  8  weeks.  Miner's  Journ. 


Robert  Christ}', 
.Tames  S.  Craft,* 
Robert  Stewart, 
James  Adams, 
John  Irwin, 
Richard  Gray, 
Nevlllle  B  Craig,* 
John  Snyder,* 
William  Woods, 


By  the  Court  of  Cornmoh 
'  Pleas  of  this  County. 

By  the  CommissioTiers bftbe 
'  County;      ■    ,  ■. 

-    By  the  City  CounciJ^^/;',^,' 


*Were  re-elected. 


Wednesday,  May  20.  - 
On  Monday  afternoon,  the  Select  and  Common  Coun- 
cils elected  Messrs.  Matthew  L.  Bevan  and  Thomas 
Earp,  Guardians  of  the  Poor  for  3  years.       .  v.  vj  .  :  "-   ■  , 


Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  a  great  gj-andson  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Logan,  was,  on  Thursday  week,  unanimously  elect- 
ed Librarian  of  the  Philadelphia  Library,  in  the  place  of 
George  Campbell,  Esq.  resigned:  who  has  occupied  that 
station  for  nearly  twenty-three  years. 


We  feel  pleased  in  being  enabled  to  state  that  the 
coal  taken  from  the  vein  opened  on  the  Sharp  Moun- 
tain, on  the  North  side  of  the  landings  at  Mount  Carbon, 
and  owned  by  jLippencott  IS  Richards,  has  turned  out  to 
be  equal  in  quality  to  any  other  at  present  sent  to  mar- 
ket.   Heretofore  the  coal  taken  out  of  this  vein  did  not 
possess  that  degree  of  solidity  which  is  requisite  to  con- 
stitute good  coal,  and  of  course  was  worked  to  consider- 
able disadvantage.  But  this  difficulty  has  vanished,  and 
they  have,  after  piercing  the  mountain  to  the  extent  of 
about  100  yards,  come  to  a  fine  stratum  of  coal,  14  feet 
wide,  and  is  worked  to  the  depth  of  about  11  feet.  The 
vein  runs  perpendicular,  audit  is  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  depth;  but  persons  may  form  some  idea  of  the  inv 
mense  body  of  coal  contained  in  this  vein,   when  we 
state,  that  two  drifts  have  already  been  run  in  about  50 
feet  above  the  water  level,  which  are  both  worked,  and 
it  is  intended  to  run  another  drift  some  distance  imme- 
diately under  the  two  above  mentioned,  and  also  anoth- 
er a  short  distance  further  up  the  hill  immediately  above 
them.     The  extent  of  the  vein  we  are  also  at  a  loss  to 
define,  but  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  mines,  is, 
that  the  vein  runs  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
mountain.  Ibid. 


There  are  now  about  1000  persons  in  the  Alms-honsc. 
Seven  hundred  of  this  number,  have,  it  is  believed, 
been  reduced  to  pauperism  by  Intemperance. 


The  name  of  the  Post-office,  f  ormerly  Salem,  Wayne 
CO.  Pa.  has  been  changed  to  Hamlinton,  Oliver  Hamlin, 
Postmaster. 


Appointments  by  the  Governor. 

Maj.  William  S.  Ross,  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  of  the 
Coiu'ts  of  Luzerne  county,  in  the  room  of  Mathias  Hol- 
lenback,  Esq.  deceased. 

Edward  Hutchinson,  to  be  Inspector  of  Spirituous 
Liquors  at  the  Conestogo  landing,  near  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster. 


In  the  early  settlement  of  Susquehanna  county,  P,i. 
Mr.  Daniel  Spencer,  of  Springville  township,  killed 
with  one  pound  of  powder,  60  deer,  9  bear,  3  foxes,  1 
wolf,  3  owls,  and  a  number  of  partridges  and  quails. — 
Mr.  Spencer  has  killed  upwards  of  1500  deer  since  he 
first  settled  in  that  county.  Susque.  pap. 


Printed  eve>-y  SATURDAY  MORNING  by  WILLIAM  F 
GEDDES,  No.  59  Locust  Street.  Philadelphia;  where,  and  at 
the  PUBLICATION  OFFICE,  IN  FRANKLIN  PLACE,  second 
door  back  of  the  Post  Office,  (back  room)  subscriptions  will  be 
thankfully  received.  Price  FIVE  DOLLARS  per  anntnn,  payable 
annually  by  subscribers  residing;  in  or  near  the  city,  or  where 
there  is  an  agent.    Other  subscribers  pay  in  advance. 
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EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

[From  tlie  Episcopal  Magazine.] 
Some  Particulars  relating  to  the  Commencement  and  Pro- 
gress of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

First  of  the  Churches  in  Philadelphia. 
The  province  of  Pennsylvania  was  granted  by  King 
Charles  II.  to  William  Penn,  Esq.,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1681.  A  short  time  after  ti>is  ijrant,  the  proprie- 
tor, accompanied  by  above  two  thousand  persons,  left 
Great  Britain,  and  settled  in  and  near  that  part  of  the 
province  where  Philadelpliia  was  afterwards  built.  This 
noble  city  was  laid  but  by  the  original  grantee,  and  in 
the  short  space  of  twenty  years  contained  two  thousand 
houses,  and  as  many  families  inhabiting  them.  Among 
the  number  of  those  who  had  emigrated  from  England, 
and  become  engaged  in  the  concerns  of  this  flourishing 
city,  there  were  several  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  In  common  with  their  brethren  of  other  cj)m- 
munions,  they  had  exchanged  the  privileges  of  their 
native  land,  for  the  wilderness,  which  had  lately  begun 
to  assume  the  face  of  civilization,  and  where  the  glad  ti- 
dings of  the  Gospel  were  seldom  or  ever  proclaimed. — 
We  are  unable  to  determine  their  number,  owing  to  the 
imperfect  accounts  which  have  been  preserved— -in  all 
probability  it  was  snaall;  and  in  anew  country,  among 
other  denominations  of  Christians,  differing  widely  from 
them  in  opinion,  there  was  but  little  room  to  hope  for 
any  speedy  accession  to  their  numbers. 

Thus  situated,  far  from  their  native  country,  having 
many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  by  reason  of  the 
peculiar  institutions  of  that  Church  to  which  they  were 
attached;  but  little  prospect  of  being  able  to  worship 
God  in  the  way  they  had  been  accustomed,or  to  receive 
the  ordinances  of  His  House  from  a  ministry  which  they 
approved,  there  was  much  to  discourage  immediate  ex- 
ertion.   These  remarks  are  not  intended,  as  might  per- 
haps be  anticipated,  to  introduce  an  apology  for  their 
want  of  zeal,  but  to  set  their  laudable  and  pious  exer- 
tion in  its  true  light.    Not  content  to  meet  together  in 
some  place  where  their  small  company  might  be  accom- 
modated and  liold  religious  services,  waiting  for  a  favor- 
able opportunity  when  their  strength  would  be  increa- 
sed, and  a  clergyman  should  come  among  them;  they 
resolutely  commenced,  and  before  the  year  1696  com- 
pleted a  church,  which  they  called  Christ  Church,  on 
the  very  site  now  occupied  by  the  building  of  the  same 
name.    'I'his  instance' of  religious  enterprise  was  very 
creditable  to  the  first  Episcopalians  of  Philadelphia, 
and  we  regret  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  record  tlieir 
names.    By  their  means,  the  foundation  of  a  large  and 
respectable  society  of  Christians  was  laid  at  a  very  ear- 
ly period,  and  by  their  example,  the  scattered  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  neighboring  counties 
and  provinces  were  excited  to  a  simultaneous  effort. — 
It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  find  such  a  zeal  for  religion 
associated  with  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  led  these 
settlers  from  their  native  coimtry,  and  in  this  respect 
their  conduct  is  worthy  of  imitation  by  all,  who  in  the 
search  of  wealth,  leave  behind  them  the  privileges  of 
the  Sanctuary. 

We  have  no  information  of  any  circumstances  which 
took  place  in  this  infant  Church,  from  the  time  that 
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Christ  Church  was  built,  until  tlie  year  1700,  when  the 
Kev.  Evan  Evans  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  by  Bishop 
Compton,  then  Bishop  of  London.  It  does  not  appear 
that  Mr.  Evans  was  assisted  by  the  Society  for  propaga- 
ting the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts,  er  that  the  Church  in 
Philadelphia  ever  received  any  pecuniary  aid  from  that 
useful  institution.  The  only  help  which  they  derived 
from  the  mother  country,  either  in  building  their 
Church  or  supporting  their  Minister,  was  a  stipend  of 
£50,  given  by  King  William,  who  also  made  an  allow- 
ance of  £30  for  a  schoolmaster,  to  be  settled  in  Phila- 
delpliia.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Evans  continued  labouring  with 
great  success  in  Philadelphia  and  the  places  adjacent. 
That  zeal  for  religion  which  had  manifested  itself  in  the 
city,  spread  among  the  neighboring  towns,  and  he 
found  the  harvest  more  abundantthan  he  was  able  alone 
to  reap.  The  account  of  this  gentleman's  labors  happi- 
ly has  been  preserved,  and  as  it  affords  the  only  infor- 
mation which  we  have  upon  the  subject  at  that  early 
day,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  publish  his  letter  entire. 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Evans,  in 
London,  as  appears  from  its  date  in  the  year  1707, 
whither  he  had  gone  to  transact  some  private  concerns: 

The  state  of  the  Church  in  Pennsylvania,  most  humbly  of- 
fered to  the  venerable  Society  fur  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

As  it  was  my  zeal  for  God's  glory,  and  the  earnest  de- 
sire  I  had  of  propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts, 
that  were  the  great  motives  that  engaged  me  in  this 
mission;  so  God  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  bless 
my  honest  endeavours  and  labours,  this  way,  with  a 
suitable  success  in  the  Church  of  Philadelphia,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. As  if  this  had  been  the  Philadelphia  mention- 
ed in  the  Revelations,  God  has,  out  of  the  abundance  of 
his  goodness  hitherto  verified  that  promise  made  to  it. 
Bev.o.  viii.  "Behold!  1  have  set  before  thee  an  open 
door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it" — For,  from  a  very  weak 
and  infant  state,  it  is  now  exceedingly  increased  and 
strengthened  by  those  numbers  that  have  been  gained 
over  to  it;  and  from  hence  the  marvellous  light  of  th« 
Gospel  has  been  spread  and  diffused  not  only  unto  the 
adjacent  Churches,  but  also  to  some  of  the  neighboring 
provinces;  and  that  Church,  which  at  first  seemed  to  be 
but  a  private  Conventicle,  is  now  become  truly  the 
Catholic  Church  of  those  parts. 

But  though  God  has  thus  prospered  the  affairs  of  his 
Church  in  Pennsylvania,  yet  I  am  far  from  arrogating 
any  thing  to  myself  on  the  account  of  my  performance, 
for  I  glory  not  in  any  thing  but  in  the  Lord:  nor  can  it 
well  be  possible  that  so  good  a  cause  should  miscarry, 
when  it  is  promoted  and  countenanced  by  a  set  of  such 
extraordinary  men,  as  the  venerable  corporation  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts.  And  here  I 
must  humbly  crave  leave  to  make  the  most  sincere  and 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  venerable  society, 
both  in  behalf  of  myself  and  my  congregation,  for  the 
expense  it  has  been  at  in  paying  his  majesty's  grant  of 
£50  per  annum  to  the  Church  of  Philadelphia  and  £30 
to  the  school. 

Nor  must  I  omit  among  the  number  of  our  benefac- 
tors the  noble  and  generous  Col.  Nicholson,  who  has 
by  his  large  contributions,  and  other  remarkable  instan- 
ces of  his  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  good  of  souls, 
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shown  of  what  advantage  to  relig-ion  the  influence  and 
example  of  one  good  man  is.  But  because  a  more  min- 
ute and  particulai-  account  of  the  Church's  affairs  in 
rennsylvania,  and  some  of  the  adjacent  provinces,  may 
in  some  respects  be  useful  as  well  as  satisfactory  to  the 
venerable  society,  I  will  here  lay  before  it  all  that  oc- 
curs to  my  memory  at  this  distance,  and  will  show  by 
■what  steps  and  metliod  the  Church  in  Philadelphia  and 
the  adjacent  parts,  came  to  be  formed  and  established 
as  it  now  is. 

To  proceed  therefore,  I  was  sent  over  missionary  in 
the  year  1700,  by  the  Right  Honourable  and  Right  Rev. 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  to  Philadelphia,  in  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  where  I  preached  the  Gospel, 
and  administered  the  ordinances  of  Christ  with  equal 
comfort  to  myself,  as  well  as  advantage  to  others,  and 
God  was  in  a  little  time  pleased  to  prosper  my  labours 
to  that  degree,  as  that  I  had  in  less  than  tliree  years  af- 
ter my  arrival,  a  very  numerous  congregation,  consisting 
for  the  most  part  of  persons  brought  over  from  the  Qua- 
kers, &  other  sectarieSjto  theChurch  of  England.  And  the 
true  religion  (by  the  frequent  resort  of  persons  from  re- 
mote parts  to  Philadelphia)  did  so  spread,  and  the  num- 
ber of  converts  did  so  increase,  that  I  was  obliged  to  di- 
vide myself  among  them  as  often  and  as  equally  as  I 
could,  till  they  were  formed  into  proper  districts,  and 
had  ministers  sent  over  to  them  by  the  venerable  so- 
ciety. 

For  this  reason  I  went  frequently  to  Chichester,*  which 
is  twenty-five  miles;  Chester  or  Upland,  twenty;  Mai- 
denhead,forty(where  I  baptizedl9children  atone  time); 
Concord,  twenty;  Evesham  in  West  Jersey,  fifteen; 
Montgomery,  twenty;  and  Radnoi-,  fifteen  miles  distant 
from  Philadelphia. — All  which,  though  equally  fatigu- 
ing and  expensive,  I  frequently  went  to  and  preached, 
being  by  all  means  determined  to  lose  none  of  those  I 
had  gained,  but  rather  add  to  them,  till  the  society  oth- 
erwise provided  for  them. 

But  Montgomery  and  Radnor,  next  to  my  own  belov- 
ed Philadelphia,  had  the  most  considerable  share  in  my 
labours,  where  I  preached  in  Welsh  once  a  fortnight  for 
four  years,  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Nichols,  minister  of 
Chester,  in  1704.  About  which  time  also  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  Thomas,  my  late  assistant,  came  for  England.  By 
this  gentleman's  departure,  the  service  of  the  Church 
of  Philadelphia  entirely  devolved  upon  myself  in  all  its 
parts,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  an  uncommon  applica- 
tion and  labour  in  the  supply  of  rny  cure  in  all  its 
branches. 

While  Mr.  Thomas  continued  in  Philadelphia,  we 
had  an  evening  lecture  twice  every  month,  one  prepar- 
Btory  to  the  Holy  Sacrament  the  last  Sunday  of  the 
month ;  the  other  to  a  society  of  young  men  that  met  to- 
g'ether  every  Lord's  D^y  after  evening  prayer,  to  read 
the  Scriptures  and  sing  Psalms,  and  (I  being  always 
present  at  these  meetings,  unless  hindered  by  the  pub- 
iic  services  of  the  Church,  or  by  visiting  persons  in  vio- 
lent sickness  or  calamitous  circumstances,  read  some  se- 
lect prayers  out  of  the  public  Liturgy  of  the  Church,  al- 
ways beginning  with  this  collect  "Prevent  us,  O  Lord! 
in  all  our  doings,"  &c.  and  concluding  with  the  Bene- 
diction) carried  them  with  me  to  the  Church  when  Mr.~ 
Thomas  read  and  I  preached  upon  subjects  suitable  to 
the  occasion;  particularly  I  insisted  upon  those  texts, 
"Rejoice,  O  young  man,"  &c.  "Wherewithal  shall  a 
young  man  cleanse,"  &.c.  And  we  discovered  a  visible 
benefit  from  these  evening  lectures; — forthose  Quakers 
that  dared  not  appear  in  the  day  at  the  public  service  of 
the  Church,  for  fear  of  disobliging  their  parents  or  mas- 
ters, would  stand  under  the  Church  windows  at  night, 
till  many  of  them  plucked  up  so  much  courage  as  to 
come  to  the  Church  itself,  and  at  last  by  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  the  word  preached,  submitted  to  the  holy 
ordinance  of  Baptism,  and  continue  steadfast  in  the  com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  England.    And  here,  after 
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what  1  have  said  concerning  the  benefit  of  those  semi- 
monthly evening  lectures,  and  the  number  of  converts, 
and  the  extent  of  my  district,  and  the  great  work  that  in 
all  respects  lies  on  my  hands,  it  might  be  expected  that 
I  should  say  something  concerning  the  necessity  and  use- 
fulness of  an  assistant  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  du- 
ty.    But  when  I  consider  the  danger  that  may  arise 
from  having  two  ministers  in  one  Church,  especially 
where  there  is  not  a  Bishop  to  whom  both  parties  may 
speedily  resort,  and  be  concluded  by;  and  how  apt  some 
young  missionaries  are  to  run  into  factions,  and  to  vie 
with  those  to  whom  they  should  on  all  accounts  pay  a 
just  regard  and  deference, of  which  there  has  been  a  late 
unhappy  instance  in  those  parts,  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  entertain  a  thought  of  this  kind  till  a  Bishop,  or  at 
least  a  Suffragan  be  established  or  settled  in  those  parts. 
For  the  peace  and  unity  of  any  Church  is  too  valuable  a 
blessing  to  be  easily  or  slightly  parted  with;  and  if  divi- 
sions of  this  kind  should  happen,  which  may  easily 
enough  fall  out,  in  a  Church  where  all  its  ministers  are 
yet  upon  a  level,  and  not  the  least  shew  or  shadow  of 
authority  to  restrain  or  keep  them  within  bounds,  how 
inconsiderable  would  all  those  other  advantages  be, 
that  may  be  reaped  from  an  assistant,  though  he  preach 
and  acquit  himself  like  an  angel  in  all  the  other  parts  of 
his  function.    As  for  the  number  of  adult  persons  and 
children  I  baptized  during  my  mission,  I  take  them  by 
a  modest  computation  to  amount  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty,  or  rather  eight  hundred  in  Philadelphia  and  in  all 
the  forenamed  places.    The  Welsh  at  Radnor  and  Me- 
rioneth, in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  had  addressed 
my  Lord  of  London,  having  a  hundred  hands  to  their 
petition,  for  a  minister  to  be  settled  amongst  them  that 
understands  the  British  language,  there  being  many  an- 
cient people  am»ng  those  inhabitants  that  do  not  under- 
stand the  English;  and  could  a  sober  and  discreet  man 
be  procured  to  undertake  that  mission,  he  might  be  ca- 
pable, by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  bring  in  a  plentiful 
harvest  of  Welsh  Quakers,  that  were  originally  bred  iia 
the  Church  of  England,  but  were  unhappily  perverted 
before  any  minister  in  holy  orders,  that  could  preach  to 
them  in  their  own  language,  was  sent  into  Pennsylva- 
nia, but  I  believe  they  are  not  irrecoverable  had  they  an 
itinerant  missionary  who  would  use  application  and  dil- 
gence  to  introduce  them  to  the  communion  of  the 
Church. 

There  is  another  Welsh  settlement  called  Montgom- 
ery, in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  distant 
from  the  city,  where  there  are  considerable  numbers  of 
Welsh  people,  formerly  in  their  native  country  of  the 
communion  of  the  Church  of  England;  but  about  the  year 
1698,  two  years  before  my  arrival  in  that  country,  most 
of  them  joined  with  the  Quakers,  but  by  God's  blessing 
some  of  them  were  induced  to  return,  and  I  have  bapti- 
zed  their  children  and  preached  often  to  them,  espe. 
cially  while  my  late  assistant,  Mr.  Thomas  cojitinued 
with  me. 

I  visited  them  since,  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  meet 
every  Lord's  U.ay,  about  forty  in  number,  where  one 
that  can  understand  the  language  well,  and  is  a  sober, 
discreet  man,  reads  the  prayers  of  the  Church,  the  pro- 
per psalms  and  lessonsj  omitting  the  absoluticji,  &c. 
what  properly  belongs  to  the  priest's  office,  and  thea 
reads  some  portion  in  a  book  of  devotion  to  the  people. 
I  met  with  several  good  books  translated  into  the  Welsh 
language  among  my  country  people,  particularly  the 
Whole  Duty  of  Man,  in  Welsh,  and  the  Practice  of  Pie- 
ty. As  for  the  Christian  Monitor,  Dorrington's  Family 
Guide  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  Advice  of  a  Minister 
to  his  Parishioners — all  in  Welsh,  what!  received,  were 
faithfully  disposed,  but  were  so  few,  that  a  greater  num- 
ber is  still  much  wanting. 

There  is  a  V/elsh  settlement  between  Appoquinimy 
and  New  Castle,  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Ross 
has  preached  frequently  in  the  English  tongue  since  his 
arrival;  but  that  gentleman  not  understanding  their  na- 
tive language,  is  npt  so  capable  to  answer  the  end  s,fi 
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the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins  would  be,  who  is  g'oing  missiona- 
ary  to  Appoquinimy,  who  has  a  competent  knowledg'e 
in  the  Welsh  tongue;  and  if  the  most  honorable  society 
would  be  pleased  to  give  it  him  in  charge  to  visit  those 
people  as  often  as  may  be,  it  would  be  a  means  by  God's 
help,  to  keep  tliose  in  the  communion  of  the  Church 
that  are  already  joined  with  it,  and  to  induce  others  that 
have  been  seduced. 

There  is  a  large  and  fine  structure  buiit  for  divine  ser- 
vice at  Newcastle,  forty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  fin- 
ished within  arid  without,  where  I  preached  in  the  be- 
g'inning  of  December  last,  and  found  a  considerable  con- 
gregation, considering  the  geiiei'ality  of  the  people  were 
gained  over  from  other  persuasions.  Their  minister, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Ross,  is  esteemed  a  person  that  is 
ingenious  and  well  learned,  as  well  as  sober  and  pru- 
dent, and  I  doubt  not,  but  by  the  blessing  of  God,  upon 
his  good  endeavors,  the  Church  of  New  Castle  will  con- 
tinue to  increase. 

In  Chester,  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  upon 
Delaware  river,  they  have  a  good  Church,  built  with 
brick  and  finished,  where  Mr.  Henry  Nichols  is  minis- 
ter. I  preached  in  the  middle  of  December  last  in  that 
Church,  to  a  congregation  consisting  of  about  one  hun- 
-'''■>  dred  and  fifty;  but  when  I  preached  the  summer  be- 
fore, I  found  a  more  numerous  congregation.  Our  win- 
ters being  severe  in  those  parts,  detain  many  from 
Church  whose  plantations  lie  at  a  distance,  and  for  that 
reason  Mr.  Nichols  preaches  sometimes  at  Concord  in 
the  week  days. 

Trinity  Church,  in  Oxford  township,  lies  in  the  conn- 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  nine  miles  from  the  city,  where,  for 
the  first  four  years  after  my  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  I 
frequently  preached  and  administered  both  the  Sacra- 
ments, and  had,  when  I  preached  last  in  it  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  people;  most  of  the  people  brought 
over  to  the  Church  of  England  from  Quakers,  Anabap- 
tists, and  other  persuasions. 

I  should  now  put  an  end  to  my  memorial,  were  It  not 
that  the  want  of  a  Bishop  amongst  us  cannot  be  passed 
over  in  silence;  'tis  a  dismal  thing,  to  consider  how 
much  the  want  of  one  has  retarded  the  progress  of  the 
true  religion  in  America.  The  Spaniards  were,  in  the 
beginning  of  their  settlements  in  these  Indies,  sensible 
of  these  disadvantages,  and  therefore  they  wisely  reme- 
died any  inconveniences  that  mig-ht  happen  on  this 
score,  by  erecting  several  Bishoprics  in  their  dominions 
in  that  part  of  the  world;  and  why  we  should  not  copy 
after  them,  especially  in  so  useful  and  necessary  a  point, 
I  do  not  understand,  since  what  is  good  for  them  in  this 
respect  cannot  be  bad  for  us.  Fas  est  etiam  ah  hoste  do- 
ceri.  It  can  be  no  shame  for  us  to  imitate  their  pru- 
dence and  conduct,  and  on  this  occasion;  and  though  we 
had  no  such  instance  or  example  to  direct  or  influence 
in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  yet  the  evident  necessity  of  the 
thing  itself  loudly  calls  for  supply  and  relief.  I  will  on- 
ly mention  a  few  things,  which  point  at  this  defect,  and 
then  the  venerable  society  will  judge  whether  the  Eng- 
lish Americans  have  not  reason  to  press  for  and  demand 
the  constant  residence  of  a  mitred  head  among  them.  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  the  ends  of  the  mission  can  nev- 
er be  rightly  answered  without  establishing  the  disci- 
pline as  well  as  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  those  parts;  for  the  one  is  a  fortress  and  bulwark  of 
defence  to  the  other,  and  once  the  outworks  of  religion 
come  to  be  slighted  and  dismantled,  it  is  easy  to  fore- 
see, without  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  what  the  conse- 
quence will  be.  As  to  a  ready  and  constant  supply  of 
ministers  or  missionaries,  which  is  of  the  last  conse- 
■  quence  to  the  well  being  of  the  American  Churches, 
this  can  never  be  hoped  for,  v/ithout  a  resident  Bishop 
among  them,  to  whom  upon  the  death,  or  notorious  and 
scandalous  immorality  of  any  clergyman,  application 
may  in  a  little  time  be  made.  And  the  wants  of  each 
cure  may  be  supplied  by  his  ordaining  such  persons  as 
shall  be  found  capable  of  labouring  in  God's  vineyard; 
such  I  presume  a  resident  Bishop  would  seldom  or  nev- 


er want  there.  For  to  establish  a  Bishopric,  would  bs 
in  efl^ect  the  establishing  a  College  in  those  parts,-  or  at 
least  it  would  di  aw  many  of  our  young  students  thitherj 
from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  hopes  both  of  ordina- 
tion and  preferment,  whereas  by  sending  to  Great  Bri- 
t.ain  a  vast  deal  of  time  is  lost;  nor  can  the  true  state  of 
ecclesiastical  things  or  persons  be  ever  so  well  known 
as  by  a  Bishop  who  lived  upon  the  spot,  and  who  conise- 
quently  can  best  see  into  all  the  secret  causes  and 
sjjrings  of  things. 

Secondly, — A  Bishop  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pre- 
side over  the  American  clergy,  and  to  oblige  them  to  doi 
their  duty,  and  to  live  in  peace  and  unity  one  with  anoth- 
er.   The  missionaries  of  America  are  like  other  men^ 
and  they  may  sometimes  fall  out  and  differ  among  thetn- 
selves,  and  give  great  offence  through  their  unnecessary 
heats  and  animosities  to  the  people.    The  contention  be- 
tween Paul  and  Barnabas  was  so  sharp,  and  grew  so 
high,  that  they  fell  out  and  parted  upon  it;  and  can  we 
think  that  the  .American  missionaries  are  better  armedj 
or  less  exposed  to  accidents  of  this  kind  than  those  two 
great  and  holy  men  were.  And  if  this  should  be  the  case 
of  the  American  mission.ary,  as  it  has  sometimes  been, 
how  fatal  must  the  consequence  of  such  an  unhappy 
strife  and  contention  be,  where  there  is  no  superior  to 
control  them,  or  to  take  a  cognizance  of  any  affair  of  this 
kind  into  his  hands;  religion  in  this  case  must  bleed  and 
fall  a  victim  to  the  factions  and  unruly  humors  of  a  few 
turbulent  and  indiscreet  persons;  nor  indeed,  humanly 
speaking',  is  it  possible  it  should  be  otherwise.  Wherj 
there  was  no  king-  in  Israel,  the  children  of  Israel  did 
that  which  was  rig'ht  in  their  own  eyes,  and  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  it  will  be  otherwise  with  the  clergy  of  Amer- 
ica, where  there  is  no  Bishop  to  put  a  stop  to  their  ca- 
reer, or  to  keep  them  witiiin  those  bounds  of  decency, 
respect,  and  mutual  forbearance,  which  they  so  much 
owe  to  one  another.    Wheresoever  Presbytery  is  estab- 
lished, there  they  have  the  face  and  appearance  of  an 
ecclciBiastical  jurisdiction  and  authurity  after  their  way 
to  resort  to,  upon  all  occasions.    But  our  clergy  in  A- 
merica  are  left  destitute  of  any  advantages  of  this  kind, 
and  are  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  their  own  very  often 
unreasonable  passions  and  appetites,  which  are  by  ma-" 
ny  degrees  the  worst  masters  they  can  truckle  under. 

I  will  only  in  the  third  place  mention  the  disadvanta- 
ges the  laity  lie  under  for  want  of  a  Bishop,  and  put  an 
end  to  this  tedious  memorial.  The  ministers' subsistence 
and  livelihood  being  in  all  places  in  America  more  or 
less  depending  upon  the  bounty  of  the  people  by  con- 
tributions and  acts  of  assembly,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  for 
them,  without  the  countenance  and  authority  of  a  Bish- 
op, to  put  a  stop  to  the  profaneness  and  immorality  of 
their  several  parishioners,  for  to  touch  the  more  topping 
and  considerable  men  of  them  either  in  public  oj-  pri» 
vate,  is  to  draw  the  fury  of  the  whole  congregation  u""  j. 
on  the  missionary,  and  to  depri\e  himself  of  the  sa'^^fy 
or  maintenance  which  he  has  from  them.  It  were  |jq 
wished  that  the  clergy's  salaries  afid  mainten'^nces  in 
America  were  settled  and  adjusted  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  Great  Britain,  and  then  they  v,  ould  be  the 
more  bold  and  resolute  in  doing  their  du'ty;  l),it  as  bad 
as  things  are  in  this  respect,  yet  a  Bi'-jhop  would  to  a, 
great  degree  remedy  all  inconveniences  of  this  kind;  for 
if  the  missionary  either  could  not  ov  durst  not  do  his  du= 
ty,  then  the  Bishop  would;  and  Ine  laity  would  in  a  lit- 
tle time  be  brought  to  pay  a  greater  regard  to  their  spir- 
itual guides,  and  then  they  would  by  degrees  submit  to 
Church  discipline*  and  censures,  without  which,  though 
a  Church  may  be  planted  and  gathered,  yet  it  can  nev- 
er  be  of  any  long  growth  or  continuance.  But  now 
nothing  of  this  kind  is  heard  of  or  attempted  there,  and 
men  commit  adultery,  polj'gamy,  incest,  and  a  thousand 
other  crimes,  of  which  the  minister  can  hardly  admon» 
ish  them  in  private,  without  manifest  hazard  and  disad- 
vantage to  himself,  because  there  is  no  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction established  in  those  parts,  and  though  there 
wercj  there  are  no  laws  in  being)  which  make  the  sa- 
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habitants  of  those  countries  liable  and  obnoxious  to  it. 
No  statute  of  the  33  H.  VIII.;  no  writ  de  excommunica- 
to capiendo,  to  oblige  spiritual  delinquents  to  submit  to 
the  censures  of  the  Cluirch  for  the  g^ood  oF  their  own 
souls.  Add  to  tliis,  that  the  want  of  a  Bishop  to  con- 
firm in  those  parts,  is  a  great  trouble  to  the  American 
clergy,  for  they  are  bound  by  the  rubrick  not  to  admin- 
ister the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  but  to  such  as 
are  confirmed,  which  prohibition  notwithstanding  they 
are  forced  to  break  tluough  in  this  case  of  necessity. 

Many  other  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  erecting  a 
Bishopric  in  the  Englisli  America.  Uut  lam  afraid  I  have 
trespassed  already  too  much  on  the  venerable  society'spa- 
tience;  nor  should  1  have  presumed  to  have  mentioned 
any  thing  of  this  kind,  but  that  the  necessities  of  the 
Church  in  foreign  parts  are  so  pressing,  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  me  to  avoid  giving  this  short  hint  (which  I 
do  witli  the  most  profound  humility  and  submission) 
without  incurring  the  sin  of  concealing  that  whicli  I 
know  to  be  necessary  to  the  good  of  the  Church,  and 
so  agreeable  to  the  desires  ofall  the  poor  clergymen 
and  protestants  of  America,  as  easily  appears  by  the 
several  addresses  which  have  been  made  on  this  ac- 
count: but  as  for  the  way  or  method  of  erecting  aBishop- 
ric  in  those  parts,  the  venenible  society  is  tlie  best  judge 
of  that,  to  whose  most  pious  prudent  care  and  conduct 
I  humb'y  submit  and  leave  it,  and  do  most  earnestly  be- 
seech God  to  bless  and  preserve  this  venerable  society 
in  all  its  religious  and  charitable  undertakings. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  this  mission  above  seven 
years,  and  do  want,  by  God's  grace,  to  spend  more  of 
my  time  and  pains  in  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
those  parts. 

London,  18lh  Sept.  1707.  -  • 

AVhen  the  Rev,  Mr.  Evans  wrote  this  letter,  he  was 
in  England,  where  he  was  detained  asliort  time  attend- 
ing to  his  own  private  business.  During  his  absence 
from  Philadelphia,  Christ  Church  was  supplied  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Rodman,  a  worthy  Swedish  clergymen,  who 
had  officiated  among  his  countrymen  in  these  parts  for 
several  years.  At  w  hat  time  Mr.  Evans  returned,  we 
are  not  informed.  In  all  probability  during  the  year 
1707",  or  the  beginning  of  1708;  when  he  continued  to 
officiate  in  his  former  cure,  and  was  as  before  very  dili- 
gent in  the  discharge  of  its  arduous  duties.  He  preach- 
ed occasionally  at  Hopewell,  in  West  Jersey,  a  Church 
at  that  time  in  a  flourishing  condition,  but  which  since 
then  has  languished  for  want  of  attention.  Mr,  E.  also 
frequently  visited  Apoquinomy,  65  miles  distant  from 
Philadelphia,  and  a  new  settlement  called  Parkeomen, 
situated  on  the  river  Schuylkill.  In  the  latter  place, 
many  persons  became  attached  to  the  Episcopal  Church, 
were  baptized,  and  admitted  to  hercommunion. 

About  tlie  year  1715,  Mr.  Evans  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  it  would  appear  without  any  expectation  of 
aga.in  visiting  this  country.  Such,  however,  was  his 
ieal  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel,  and  so  ardent'y 
was  he  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  Master,  that  in  the 
following  year,  he  petitioned  the  society  in  England  for 
permission  ag'ain  to  go  to  America  in  its  service.  The 
Church  in  Ph'Jadelphia  was  either  supplied  at  this  time, 
or  expecting  a  supply  from  some  other  quarter,  "and 
Mr.  E.  was  appointed  to  the  cure  of  Oxford  and  Rad- 
nor, two  Welsh  settlements  at  that  time  vacant.  He 
came  over  in  the  year  1716,  and  took  charge  of  his  two 
parishes:  where,  however,  it  appears  he  remained  but 
a  short  time;  for  in  1717,  m  the  month  of  April,  he  was 
-■    again  the  minister  of  Christ  Church  in  Philadelphia. 

From  this  period  to  the  present  time,  the  minutes  of 
.     the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  with  some  short  interrup- 
:    tion,  have  been  preserved.    Those  which  were  taken 
previous  to  the  year  1717,  are  said  to  have  been  burnt. 

In  February,  1718,  the  following  resolution  was  adop- 
ted by  the  vestry: 

"Considering  that  great  inconveniences  may  fiovv 
.    from  allowing  all  persons  promiscuously  to  vote  in  the 
yearly  election  for  vestrymen,  without  their  haying  giy. 


en  some  proof  of  their  being  truly  of  the  communion  of 
the  Church,  we  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Doctor 
Evans,  to  keep  a  faithful  list  of  all  such  persons  as  come 
to  the  communion  table,  in  order  to  distinguish  them 
fiom  such  others,  as  either  never  have  communicated, 
or  shall  hereafter  full  off  from  the  Church  communion. 

"And  that  Uvo  Sundays  immediately  before  the  elec- 
tion of  any  vestry,  the  Doctor  will  please,  after  divine 
service,  to  cause  the  clerk  publicly  to  read  the  above 
minutes  to  the  congregation;  certifying  to  all  persons 
concerned,  that  it  is  and  shall  be  heveafier  a  standing  or- 
der of  the  vestry,  that  no  person  be  admitted  to  vote  in 
the  election  of  any  succeeding  vestry,  or  of  the  chiirch- 
wardens,  unless  it  be  made  appear,  that  some  time  with- 
in  the  space  of  twelve  months  before  such  election,  such 
persons  pretending  to  vote,  actually  did  communicate, 
and  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  accor- 
ding to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England." 

Prom  the  foregoing  resolutions,  we  learn  what  were 
the  sentiments  of  the  first  Episcopalians  in  Philadel- 
phia, upon  the  propriety  of  giving  persons  an  influence 
in  the  aft'airs  of  the  Church,  who  did  not  manifest  a  par- 
ticular regard  for  the  duties  of  our  holy  religion.  As 
they  would  not  allow  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion, who  were  not  partakers  of  the  holy  communion,  to 
vote  in  the  election  for  vestrymen;  it  may  fairly  be  in-, 
ferred,  that  no  persons  without  similar  qualifications 
were  thought  eligible  to  that  office.    It  has  often  been 
said,  that  inasmuch  as  the  vestry  and  wardens,  are  only 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  temporal  aff  airs  of  the 
Cburch,  therefore  there  does  not  seem  a  propriety  of 
requii'ing  any  qualification  of  a  religious  nature.  To  this 
it  may  be  answered,  1st.  That  vestries  in  the  Episcopal 
Churches,  by  the  constitutions  and  canons,  have  confer- 
red upon  them,  in  some  instances,  spiritual  jurisdiction. 
They  are  the  proper  bodies  to  recommend  candidates 
for  holy  order  to  the  standing  committees;  and  not  un<- 
frequently  persons  are  ordained  without  any  other  tes^ 
timonials  than  such  as  are  given  by  the  vestry  of  the 
Church  in  which  he  has  been  accustomed  to  attend. — 
2.  In  almost  all  the  Episcopal  Churches,  the  choice  of 
a  minister,  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  is  intrusted  to  the  ves- 
try; an  act  of  the  first  importance,  and  involving  in  its 
consequences  the  highest  spiritual  interests  of  a  congre. 
gation.    3.  The  world  always  form  their  opinion  of  the 
piety  of  a  Church,  and  many  pious  Christians  also,  from 
the  character  of  its  officers.    They  who  are  placed  in  a 
conspicuous  station  being  always  more  noticed  than 
such  as  remain  in  private . 

In  this  same  month.  Dr.  Evans  received  a  letter  from 
the  governor  of  Maryland,  containing  an  advantageous 
I  offer  of  a  living  in  that  state.  In  consideration  of  his 
age  and  other  infirmities,  by  which  he  began  to  feel  him- 
self unequal  to  his  increasing  labours,  in  and  near  Phila- 
delphia, he  made  up  his  mind  to  remove.  The  separa- 
tion  which  took  place  was  painful,  yet  acquiesced  m  by 
the  vestry,  which  expressed  its  satisfaction  that  this 
faithful  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  would  be  enabled  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  a  situation  less  ardu' 
ous  than  his  former  charge.  In  May,  1717,  Dr.  E.took 
his  leave  of  Christ  Church,  and  settled  in  the  state  of 
Maryland. 

C  To  be  continued- J 
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Gen.  Lacet  to  Cousch. 

Jpril  im,  1778. 
Sir,  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  some  prisoners,  their  crimes, 
and  the  judgement  of  the  court,  which  is  approved  of 
in  part  by  his  Excellency,  Gen.  Washington.  The  pris- 
oners I  send  you,  are  notorious  offenders,  and  have  made 
a  great  practice  of  going  to  market,  as  well  as  being 
guilty  of  other  traitorous  acts.  I  send  them  to  you  to 
do  with  them  as  you  and  Council  may  judge  meet;  but 
hope  they  may  be  kept  closely  to  some  laborious  busi- 
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ness  cUifing'  the  campaign,  for  vou  may  rely  upon  their 
going  directly  to  the  enemy,  if  they  have  their  liberty. 

None  of  the  classes  you  have  ordered  to  take  the 
-field  have  yet  arrived.    The  times  of  those  with  me  ex- 
pire the  23d  oftliis  month,  which  is  just  at  hand.  My 
party  lays  near  the  Billet. 

I  am,  with  respect  &c. 

J.  LACEY. 

To  the  Pres't  of  Conncil. 

GeST.   LaCET  to   GeIT.  WASHIIirOTON. 

Camp,  Apriimh,  1778. 
Sir,  1  enclosed  in  a  letter,dated  the  12th  inst.to  your 
Excellency,  for  your  approbation,  the  proceedings  of  a 

court  Martial,  tiie  trial  and  judgement  against  J  

B  confined  in  my  provost  guard.    This  morning, 

about  four  o'clock,  he  made  his  escape  out  of  the  guard. 
I  expect  he  will  make  directly  to  the  enemy.  Parties 
are  sent  after  him;  but  I  have  not  the  least  expectation 
they  will  overtake  him.  My  scouting  parties  rendez- 
vous at  Jenkintown,  at  Bustletown,  at  Smithfield,  and 
atthe  Billet.  I  also  keep  patroles  below  me  as  far  as 
Flowertown. 

The  enemy  have  been  at  Bristol,  and  are  reported  to 
have  taken  Col.  Penrose,  and  some  other  officers. — 
They  came  up  in  the  night, and  returned  the  next  day. 

Nearly  two  thirds  of  my  party  will  leave  me  in  Uvo 
days  from  this.  The  President  informs  me  five  classes 
are  ordered  to  join  me — one  ftom  Pliiladelphia  county, 
one  from  Bucks,  one  from  York,  aind  two  from  Cumber- 
land county;  but  none  of  them  have  yet  arrived. 
.  Enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  militia  under  my  command. 
I  remain  v;ith  the  greatest 
respect  :&c. 

His  Excellency        >  J.  LACEY. 

Gen.  Washington .  S 

P.S.  I  should  be  glad  your  Excellency  would  inform 
me  what  indulgence  you  would  like  should  be  given 
the  people  of  Germantown,  in  taking  down  provisions 
to*their  famihes;  as  I  am  much  perplexed  with  them. 

GzK.  Gree:ne  to  Gen.  La^^et. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  Jlpril^lst  \77Z. 

Sir,  The  wife  of  Mr.  J— ^ — T  ,  complains  that 

some  of  your  people  have  taken  from  her  husband  one 
of  their  horses,  which  they  are  in  want  of  to  enable 
them  to  move  up  to  Reading.  I  v/ish  you  to  enquire  in- 
to the  matter,  and  if  their  is  no  capital  objection,  to  or- 
der the  beast  to  be  delivered  to  the  owner  again.  The 
war  is  a  sufficient  calamity  under  evei-y  possible  re- 
straint; but  where  people  are  influenced  by  avarice  and 
private  prejudice,  they  increase  the  distresses  of  ihe  in- 
habitants beyond  conception.  These  evils  can  only  be 
restrained  by  the  Generals  whose  duty  it  is  to  protect 
the  distressed  inhabitants,  as  well  as  govern  and  regu- 
late the  affairs  of  the  army.  I  hope  you'll  pay  partic- 
ular attention  to  this  affair,  as  the  age  and  distress  of  the 
complainants  appear  to  claim  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obed't 

Humble  Serv't. 
Gen.  Lacey.  NATHL.  GREENE,  Q.M.G. 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Gen.  Greene. 

Camp,  Crooked  Billet,  Jipril27th  1778. 
Sir,  I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  and 
have  made  enquiry  concerning  the  horse  you  mention; 
which  I  find  has  been  taken  by  a  person  who  calls  him- 
self a  volunteer,  and  has  made  a  practice  of  riding  with 
my  parties  on  the  lines.  I  have  sent  him  orders  to  de- 
liver the  horse  immediately  to  the  owner,  and  to  appear 
before  me  to  answer  for  his  conduct,  in  acting  thus  with- 
out orders.  Every  precaution  has  been  taken,  and  re- 
peated orders  given  to  my  parties,  not  to  distress  the 
inhabitants,  unless  they  be  found  favouring  the  enemy. 
In  that  case  I  think  it  requisite,  and  justifiable,  to  take 
what  may  be  of  immediate  benefit  to  the  army. 


Strolling  parties,  both  inhabitants,  and  soldiers  on 
furlough  from  the  army,  have  made  a  pracilce  the  great- 
est part  of  this  winter  of  skulking  about  tlie  enemy's 
lines;  where  they  have  committed  the  most  villainous 
robberies  imaginable,  vmder  the  character  oi' Militia.  I 
have  given  orders  to  my  parties  to  apprehend  and  bring 
them  under  confinement  to  my  Camp.  Some  of  them 
have  been  taken;  but  for  want  of  sufficient  proof  were 
discharged.  One  or  two  soldiers  I  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Provost,  at  Head  Quarters. 

I  am  Sir,  with  respect  <  '    •  " . 

Your  most  humble  serv't. 
To  Quarter  Master  Gen.  7  J.  LACEY. 

N.  Greene.  $ 

Gen.  Amistrong  to  Gen.  Lacet. 

Carlisle,  Jpril  21st  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  your  favour  received 
some  time  ago,  your  force  has  been  so  small  through 
the  middle  and  latter  part  of  the  winter;  and  particular- 
ly  concerned  that  you  had  it  not  in  your  power  to  send 
a  proper  escort  with  the  cattle  which  we  lost,  but  wish 
you  had  sent  all  you  had  .  Old  officers  make  some  trips, 
and  young  ones  will  look  for  the  pardon  of  theirs. 

I  have  heard  you  kept  what  troops  you  had  in  one 
body  through  tlie  winter.  If  any  other  motive  than  the 
smallness  of  their  numbers  induced  you  so  to  do,  I 
should  be  glad  to  be  advised  of  it. 

It  Is  also  said  the  militia  this  winter  have  not  only  had 
the  goods  or  market  stuff  found  with  such  as  were  car- 
rying them  to  the  enemy;  which  you  know  is  agreeable 
to  former  orders — but  tliat  the  teams,  horses,  &c.  em- 
ployed in  carrying  them,  were  also  allowed  to  the  men 
who  siezed  them  as  plunder.  If  this  last  is  true,  I  take 
it  for  granted  you  must  have  had  an  express  order  from 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  President  of  the  state, 
to  that  purpose,  before  you  could  possibly  depart  not 
only  from  standing  orders,  but  from  tlie  settled  prac- 
tice upon  that  point.  I  hope  the  thing  is  not  true- 
being  In  Itself  Infallibly  wrong,  and  of  evil  tendency^ 
nor  would  even  a  temporary  toleration  of  that  sort  to 
the  continential  troops,justify  the  practice  in  our  militia. 
Have  you  any  news'  and  how  was  General  Irvine,  when 
you  last  heard?  I  am  Dear  General  your 

Assured  friend  and  humble  servant 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier  General  7 

Lacey,  at  his  Camp.     3  - 
P.S.  General  Potter  expects  to  be  at  Camp  about  the 
beginning  of  May;  as  I  do  about  the  latter  end  of  that 
month. 

GSn.  Lacet  to  Gen.  AnMSTnoNtj. 
.     ^  ,  Camp,  ./Ipril  28ih  1778. 

Dear  General,  I  received  your  favour  of  the  21st  inst. 
yesterday.  I  have  kept  the  tioops  in  one  body,  since 
the  times  of  those  expired,  who  were  posted  on  the 
roads  when  I  took  the  command,  for  which  I  had  two 
reasons;  and  both  of  them,  in  niy  humble  judgment, 
competent  ones.  First,  the  manner  in  which  those- de- 
tached bodies  had  to  be  provided  with  provisions,  when 
at  so  great  a  distance  as  they  must  be  from  any  supply, 
rendered  it  impracticable  for  all  the  parties  to  be  served 
by  one  commissary;  in  consequence  of  which  the  par- 
ties had  to  supply  themselves,  and  the  manner  in  which 
It  was  done,  was  distressing.  Cattle  were  taken  fram 
the  inhabitants  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet— their  cellar 
doors  opened,  aiid  such  things  taken  as  might  suit  the 
soldiery,  without  any  way  being  provided,  at  that  time, 
to  satisfy  the  inhabitants— thus  opening  a  door  fov  de- 
signing Quarter  Masters  to  impose  upon  the  public,  as 
well  as  upon  individuals. 

Secondly,  my  numbers  through  the  whole  winter 
never,  at  one  time,  amounted  to  five  hundred.  These 
to  be  divided  into  five  or  six  parties,  (the  number  of 
main  roads  necessary  to  be  covered,)  would  so  weaken 
the  whole,  and  every  party,  that  they  could  not  be  able 
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to  make  much  resistance,  in  case  a  party  of  the  enemy 
should  attack  them;  neither  would  they  have  it  in  tlieir 
power  to  annoy  the  enemy,  should  an  opportunity  offer. 
Beside  tliese  reasons,  almost  constant  applications  were 
made  for  parties  to  escort  cattle  Sec.  passing-  to  camp. 
These  necessarily  took  off  a  part  of  my  men. 

My  numbers,  after  Gen.  Potter  left  me,  decreased 
every  day,  until  they  were  reduced  to  the  amount  men- 
tioned in  my  former  letter.  On  the  24th  of  February, 
my  returns  from  York  and  Cumberland  amounted  to 
fuur  hundred  and  fifty  six  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty. — 
March  4th,  I  had  two  hundred  and  seventy  eig-ht  pre- 
sent, fit  for  duty — one  hundred  and  twenty  four  on  com- 
mand. 

March  21st.  Three  hundred  and  fifteen  present  fit 
for  duty — forty  seven  on  command. 

March  26th.  One  hundred  and  sixty  two  present,  fit 
for  duty — 148  on  command. 

April  6th.  One  hundred  and  fifty  elg-ht  present,  fit 
for  duty — 110  on  command. 

April  19th.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  present,  fit  for 
duty — ri6  on  command. 

April  2rth.  Fifty  three  present,  fit  for  duty — none  on 
command. 

This  is  the  true  state  of  my  Brig-ade  at  those  different 
times,  except  a  party  of  horse  ft  om  Bucks  and  Phila- 
delphia counties,  of  between  fifteen  and  twenty,  whose 
times  have  all  expired,  and  who  have  left  me. 

My  Camps  have  been  at  the  Billet,  Graham  Park, 
Cross-Roads,  Whitemarsh  and  Newtown.  I  have  con- 
stantly kept  out  scouts  through  the  country,  towards 
the  enemy;  some  parties  to  take  with  them  three  days 
provisions,  and  to  be  absent  till  it  was  expended.  I  have 
occasionally  marched  with  the  whole  body  as  far  as 
Fiankford. 

My  stores  I  kept  at  Doylstown;  whither  I  retired  when 
at  the  discharge  of  the  Jlilitia,  in  order  to  settle  their 
rolls,  &c. 

I  have  an  order  from  his  Excellency,  Gen.  Washing-- 
ton,  that  anything-  taken  coming- out  of,  or  going  into 
the  city,  be  forfeited  to  the  captors.  Horses  fit  for 
draft,  or  Light  Di-agoons,  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Quarter 
Master  General,  who  is  ordered  to  pay  the  captors  the 
value  of  them. 

1  have  endeavoured,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  to 
do  what  was  right,  and  serviceable  to  my  country.  If  I 
have  erred,  it  has  not  been  designedly.  1  he  last  ac- 
count I  had  of  Gen.  Irvine,  is,  that  he  is  recovering; 
though  very  slowly. 

I  remain.  Dear  General, 

with  great  respect,  your 

most  humble  servant. 
To  Gen.  Armstromg.  J.  LACEY. 

Col.  Ivirkbbide  to  Ges.  Lacey. 
'  -      -  Bellevue,  25th  April,  17-/8. 

Dear  General,  In  consequence  of  orders  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, our  President,  1  have  ordered  out  the  fii-st 
class  of  the  Militia  of  this  county.  The  5th,  or  lower 
Battalion,  has  turned  out  exceeding  thin  indeed — not 
more  than  two  offering  to  march  to  camp.  I  hope  the, 
other  Battallions  may  do  something  better.  My  orders 
given  them  are,  to  march  from  each  Battallion  immedi- 
ately, and  join  your  Camp,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  may 
think  fit. 

Our  news  from  every  quarter  is  agreeable;  and  par- 
ticularly from  over  the  water.  I  believe  Lord  North  is 
sick  of  his  undertaking;  and  am  of  opinion  that  some- 
thing great  will  shortly  turn  up.  There  is  no  doubt  but  se- 
veral powers  have  declared  us  free  &  independent  states. 
We  have  several  late  accounts  that  Howe  and  Galloway 
are  certainly  going  to  England;  and,  indeed,  if  the  ac- 
counts in  general  which  we  have  from  abroad  ai-e  true, 
they  will,  I  believe,  "pack up  their  a«ls,"  and  move 
off.  You  have  no  doubt,  seen  Lord  North's  speech, 
^nd  his  draught  of  a  conciliatoi-y  bill. 


It  is  confidently  assei  ted,  that  what  we  have  seen  is 
but  one  half;  and  that  the  best  part  is  reserved. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  am.  Dear  Gen'I. 
in  haste,  your  most  assured  friend  and  humble  serv't. 

JO'S.  lURKBRIDE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lacey  '} 
at  Head  Quarters.  3 

Geit.  Lacet  to  Ges.  Washingtoit. 

Camp,  Billet,  April  27th,  177E, 
Sir,  Inclosed  is  a  return  of  the  militia  under  my  com- 
mand. I  hear  that  more  are  on  their  way  to  join  me. 
I  moved  from  North  Wales  (whither  I  had  retired  to 
discharge  the  Northampton  Militia,)  last  Saturday  about 
twelve  o'clock,  on  bearing  a  party  of  the  enemy  had 
filed  off  from  the  Germantown  road,  towards  the  Yoi-k 
road.  I  proceeded  as  far  as  Edge  hill,  hoping  to  fall  in 
with  them;  but  found  on  my  arrival  at  that  place,  they 
had  returned  to  the  city.  I  encamped  with  my  little 
handful  of  men  the  following  night  at  the  Billet,  where 
I  still  remain.  I  sent  orders  for  the  provisions  and  stores 
I  had  left  at  North  Wales  to  be  moved;  and  for  the  bag- 
gage-waggons belonging  to  the  militia  to  come  to  the 
Billet,  the  same  night.  Some  of  the  waggoners  belong- 
ing to  a  part  of  the  Northampton  people,  (whose  times 
did  not  expire  till  last  evening,)  following  the  common 
custom  of  disobedience,  among  the  militia,  neglected 
moving  until  next  morning,  when  they  were  met  by  a 
party  of  the  enemy's  hoi-se,  just  after  they  had  stalled, 
who  took  one  waggon  and  eight  horses;  also  five  or  six 
prisoners,  and  wounded  several  more.  Those  fellows, 
the  day  before,  when  the  Brigade  left  the  camp,  being 
either  too  lazy  or  cowardly  to  march  with  them,  chose 
to  stay  with  the  baggage;  and  being  not  fond  of  fatigue, 
had,  for  their  own  ease,  carefully  deposited  their  arms 
in  the  baggage  waggons,  and  in  this  situation  they  were 
met  by  the  enemy, 

I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  annoy  the  enemy, 
should  they  continue  their  late  practice  of  coming; 
through  the  country.  ,.- 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

wi'th  respect,  your  most  obedt,  ser't, 
•  J.  LACEY. 

His  Excellency       ?         '  ;  ,  '   '    '  .,  • 
Gen.  Washington.   >  '  ,  . 

P.S.  I'he  time  of  the  militia  horse  have  all  expired 
except  three,  who  yet  remain  with  me. 

Joseph  Reed  Esa.  to  Gen  Lacet. 
Sir,  Though  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  a  personal 
acquaintance,  I  dare  say  we  are  sufliciently  known  to 
each  other  to  comply  with  any  request  either  of  us  , may 
'  make.  Dr.  Moore  has  a  nur^ber  of  patients  in  the  coun- 
try-for  whom  medicine  is  much  wanted;  and  as  I  am  con- 
fident he  will,  make  no  improper  use  of  the  indulgence, 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  permit  him  to  pass  the  lines, 
and  repass  to  and  from  the  city.  His  neice  and  a  little 
boy  will  accompany  him.  They  do  not  desire  to  carry 
any  thing  into  town  with  them. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  great  news  from  Europe. — 
Mr.  Deane  our  ambassador  is  arrived  in  a  French  Fri- 
gate from  France,  and  brings  an  authentick  account  that 
France  &  Spain  have  acknowledged  the  Independency 
of  America,  and  entered  into  an  express  alliance  with  us;, 
the  consequence  of  which  must  be  an  immediate  war 
between  these  powers  and  England— which  God  grant, 
and  very  soon.  1  am  Sir  with  due  regard 

your  obed.  humble  serv't- 
May  2d  1778.  JO'S.  REED. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lacey. 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Gen.  WA&HiTf&TON. 
Camp,  Near  Neshamimj  Bridge,  York^oad,  May  2,  1 778 
Sir,  My  camp,  near  the  crooked  Billet,  was  surround- 
ed on' the  morning  of  the  first  inst.  by  day  light,  with  a 
body  of  the  enemy  who  appeared  on  all  quarters.  My 
scouts  had  neglected  the  preceeding  nig'nt  to  patrol© 
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the  roads  as  they  were  ordered;  but  lay  in  camp  till  near- 
ly day — altho'  their  orders  were  to  leave  it  by  So'clock 
in  the  morning'.  One  of  the  parties  commanded  by  a 
Lieutenant,  met  the  enemy  near  two  miles  from  tlie 
camp,  but  never  g-ave  us  the  alarm.  He  makes  his  ex- 
cuse that  he  was  so  near  them,  before  he  espied  tiiem, 
that  he  thought  himstif  in  danger  of  being  cut  to  pieces 
by  their  horse  in  case  he  had  fired;  but  that  he  sent  oft'a 
man  to  give  notice  the  enemy  v^ere  approaching — who, 
however,  did  not  come.  To  the  disobecience  and  mis- 
conduct of  this  and  the  other  officers  of  the  scouts,  I 
have  to  lay  my  misfortunes. 

The  alarm  was  so  sudden  I  had  scarcely  time  to 
mount  my  horse  before  the  enemy  was  within  musket 
shot  of  my  quarters.    I  observed  the  party  in  my  rear 
had  got  into  houses  and  behind  fences;  and  as  their 
numbers  could  not  be  ascertained,  I  did  not  think  it  ad- 
visable to  attack  them  in,  that  situation — especially  as 
another  body  appeared  in  my  front,  to  the  east  of  the 
Billet.    In  this  uncertainty  as  to  the  numbers  I  had  to 
contend  with,  I  thought  it  best  to  open  my  way  under 
cover  of  wood  to  the  left  of  my  camp,  towards  Col. 
Hart's — for  which  my  little  body  moved  in  column — the 
baggage  following  in  the  rear.    I  bad  not  passed  far,  be- 
.  fore  my  flanking  parties  began  to  exchange  fire  with  the 
enemy.    I  kept  moving  on  till  I  made  the  wood;  when 
a  party  of  both  foot  and  horse  came  up  the  Byberry 
road,  and  attacked  my  right  flank — the  party  from  the 
Billet  fell  upon  my  rear — the  horse,  from  the  rear  of  my 
camp,  came  upon  my  left  flank,  and  a  body  of  horse 
appeared  directly  in  front.    We  made  a  stand  in  this 
■  woods,  and  g'ave  them  some  warm  fires  which  forced 
them  to  retire.    Their  horse  suffered  considerably;  as 
they  charged  us,  and  were  severely  repulsed.  Their 
strength  ga.thering  from  all  quarters,  I  thought  it  best 
to  move  on — which  1  did,  with  the  loss  of  the  baggage 
— the  horse  giving  way  in  front  as  we  advanced.  We 
continued  fighting  and  retreating  for  upwards  of  two 
miles;  when  I  made  a  sudden  turn  to  the  left,  through  a 
wood,  which  entirely  extricated  myself  from  them.  I 
came  into  the  York  road  near  the  Cross-roads,  and 
moved  slowly  down  towards  the  Billet  in  hopes  to  take 
some  advantage  of  them  on  that  quarter,  where  they 
might  least  expect  mc;  but  I  found  they  had  retired  to- 
wards the  city.    My  people  behaved  well.    My  loss  is 
about  thirty  killed,  and  seventeen  wounded.  Some 
were  butchered  in  the  most  savage  and  cruel  manner — 
even  while  living,  some  were  thrown  into  buckwheat 
straw,  and  the  straw  set  on  fire.     The  clothes  were 
burnt  on  others;  and  scarcely  one  left  without  a  dozen 
wounds,  with  bayonets  and  cutlasses. 

The  enemy's  loss  is  not  known;  but  it  Is  currently  re- 
ported there  is  one  field  officer  among  their  slain.  AVe 
took  three  of  their  horses,  and  five  are  left  dead  on  the 
field — the  riders  either  killed  or  wounded. 

The  times  of  the  militia  light  horse  are  all  expired, 
and  they  have  left  me.  They  have  been  of  much 
service  to  me,  and  I  now  feel  their  loss.  Twenty  horse 
are  better  than  fifty  foot,  to  make  discoveries  and  give 
intelligence.  I  am  with  respect  &c" 

J.  LACEY. 

His  Excellency  ? 

Gen.  Washington.  5  — 

Gen.  WASHirroTOif  to  Gt.h.  Lacet. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  May  3d  1778. 
Sir,  I  received  yours  of  yesterday,  giving  me  an  ac- 
count of  your  misfortune.  You  may  depend  that  this 
will  ever  be  the  consequence  of  permitting  yourself  to 
be  surprized;  and  if  that  was  owing  to  the  Misconduct 
of  the  officer  who  was  advanced,  you  should  have  him 
brought  to  trial.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  enemy, 
flushed  with  their  success,  will  soon  be  out  again — if 
you  keep  a  strict  watch  upon  their  motions  you  may 
perhaps  rep^y  them.  I  aai  Sir, 

your  most  obdt.  servt. 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 
General  Lacey,  ^ 


Gen.  Armsthong  to  Gen.  Lacet. 
Camp,  Mar  Falley  Forge,  May  51h 

Dear  Sir,  1  have  hud  the  pleasure  of  receiving  at  this 
place  yours  of  the  28th  April,  and  am  well  persuaded 
your  difficulties  through  the  winter,  and  thus  far  of  the 
spring,  have  been  great;  and  also  well  assured  that  your 
intenlions  in  the  position  of  your  people  were  good. — 
The  unexpected  smalhiess  of  your  numbers,  and  incon- 
venience of  feeding  the  troops  in  a  detached  situation, 
go  a  great  length  towards  the  justification  of  retaining 
them  in  one  body — but  so  far  as  the  other  method  is 
practicable,  it  ought  to  take  place.  I  shall  speak  to 
the  General  on  the  subject  of  allowing  the  property  of 
the  slate  to  be  given  to  the  soldiery;  a  step  undoubted- 
ly wrong  in  every  point  of  view:  and  I'm  sorry  to  find 
such  early  proofs  of  that  error,  in  the  charges  thrown 
out  against  the  militia,  by  the  country  people. 

The  exposed  situation  of  your  part  of  the  country 
gives  me  particular  pain;  and  hope  that  some  further 
assistance  will  soon  be  afforded  to  it.  I  congratulate 
you  and  our  friends  there,  on  the  new  alliance  with 
France,  and  some  say  with  Spain  also;  which,  however 
disagreeable  in  some  points  of  view,  we  are  drove  into, 
by  the  madness  and  very  hard  treatment  of  Britain. 

I  am  called  here  by  the  Geneial  for  a  few  days  on 
publick  business,  and  shall  not  at  this  time  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you;  as  I  can't  expect  you  can 
leave  the  command,  to  come  over.  Please  to  send  me 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  head  quarters,  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  late  event  which  happened  to  your  people 
— the  numbers  and  names,  as  far  as  you  can  get  them, 
of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  particularly  of  the 
officers.  The  General  searched  for  your  letter  on  that 
head,  but  could  not  find  it.  General  Potter  at  tliis 
time  I  think  must  be  on  his  way  to  camp.  It's  said  this 
last  was  a  total  surprize;  I  have  therefore  only  to  add, 
that  you  see  the  necessity  of  perpetual  vigilance — and 
am  Dear  General, 

aflTeclionately  3'ours, 
Brig.  Gen.  Lacey,  ^  JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

near  the  Billet.     5  •  ■  p:  ' 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Gen.  AnjisTRONO. 

Camp,  Bucks  County,  May  7th  1 77%. 

Dear  General,  I  received  your  favour  of  the  5th  inst. 
this  evening.  The  new  alliance  gives  me  pleasure;  as 
I  now  not  only  flatter  myself,  but  am  well  assured  we 
shall  establish  our  freedom,  and  have  full  satisfaction  of 
the  British  tyrant. 

The  enemy  in  the  late  attack,  was  very  near  me  be- 
fore he  was  discovered — not  two  hundred  yards  from 
my  quarters.  The  party  that  was  first  discovered  had 
got  into  my  rear.  1  soon  after  perceived  another  party 
in  front;  and  each  of  them  appeared  to  be  equal  to  my 
whole  body.  I  believed  myself  to  be  in  no  favourable 
situation.  They  were  at  one  time  waiting  for  me  to  be- 
gin the  attack;  when  the  other  was  immediately  to  fall 
on,  and  get  us  between  two  fires.  To  change  the  scene, 
I  moved  my  party  towards  a  wood,  to  the  left  of  my 
camp.  I  proceeded  on  for  near  half  a  mile  before  any 
action  began;  when  my  flanking  parties  began  to  ex- 
change fire  with  the  enemy,  which  grew  warmer  and 
warmer.  We  kept  moving  on  till  we  gained  the  wood; 
under  the  shelter  of  which  we  stood  and  beat  the  enemy 
back.  Our  greatest  loss  was  through  the  field,  before 
we  made  this  wood.  The  enemy  gathering  from  all 
quarters,  I  thought  it  best  to  move  on;  as  my  numbers 
were  far  inferior  to  his — leaving  our  baggage,  which  fell 
into  his  hands.  They  were  nearly  all  around  me. — 
The  horse  paraded  in  our  front;  but  we  had  already 
pretty  well  sickened  them — they  scampered  off  as  we 
approached;  and  we  continued  skirmishing  for  near  two 
miles,  when  I  gave  them  the  slip,  by  making  a  sudden 
turn  to  the  left,  through  a  wood. 

My  people  fought  well.  My  loss  is  about  twenty-six 
killed,  and  eight  or  ten  severely  wounded.  Inclosed  is 
a  list  of  the  prisoners;  which  has  been  sent  out  to  me  by 
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a  person  who  took  their  names,  just  after  they  were  put 
into  the  jail.  My  scouts,  who  were  ordered  to  leave  the 
camp  between  two  and  tliree  o'clock,  the  nig'ht  before 
the  alarm,  never  left  it  till  near  day.  One  party  of  tlie 
enemy  that  came  in  my  rear,  had  passed  the  cross-roads, 
where  one  ]5art  of  the  scout  was  ordered,  before  they 
g'ot  to  it.  Another  part  of  the  scout  met  the  enemy 
near  two  miles  fiom  ihe  camp;  yet  never  g\ave  the 
alarm,  as  they  were  ordered  to  do,  by  firing  the  r  guns; 
but  sent  one  of  their  number  to  tell  us  the  enemy  were 
coming-.    The  man  never  came;  or  did  not  arrive  till  it 

was  too  late.    This  officer,  Lieut,  N  ,  1  have  since 

tried  bv  a  Court  Martial,  and  he  has  been  cushiered. — 
The  officer  who  commanded  the  scout,  before  it  was 
divided,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  they  went  out  at  the 
appointed  hour,  somewhere  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  and 
was  killed,  I  believe,  on  his  way  into  camp,  after  he 
heard  the  firing'. 

Man}'  of  the  unfortunate,  who  fell  into  the' itierciless 
hands  of  the  British,  were  most  cruelly  and  inhumanly 
butchered.  Some  were  set  on  fire  with  buckwheat 
straw;  and  others  had  their  clothes  burnt  on  their  backs. 
Some  of  the  surviving'  sufferers  say  they  saw  the  enemy 
set  fire  to  the  wounded,  while  yet  alive;  who  strug'gled 
to  put  it  out,  but  were  too  weak,  and  expired  imder 
this  torture.  I  saw  those  laying  in  the  buckwheat  straw 
— they  made  a  most  melancholy  appearance.  Others  I 
saw,  who,  afier  being  wounded  with  a  ball,  had  receiv- 
ed near  a  dozen  wounds  with  cutlasses  and  bayonets.  I 
can  find  as  many  witnesses  to  the  proof  of  these  cruel- 
ties as  there  were  people  on  the  spot;  and  that  was  no 
small  number,  who  came  as  spectators. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  dear  General, 
Your  most  obt. 
-    Gen.  ARMSTnojJc.  J.  LACEY. 

(^To  he  continued. J 

CAPTIVITY  OP  BEN.TAMIN  GILBERT  AND 
HIS  FAMILY.  ,  . 

Continued  from  pnge  324,  vol.  Sd. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  relate  how  Joseph  Gilbert, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  deceased,  fared  amongst  the  In- 
dians: he,  with  Thomas  Peart,  Benjamin  Gdbert,  Jun. 
&nd  Jesse  Gilbert's  wife  Sarah,  were  taken  along  the 
westward  pa'h,  as  before  rel.ated;  after  some  short  con- 
tinuance in  this  path,  Tiiomas  Peart  and  Joseph  Gilbert 
were  taken  from  the  oilier  two,  and  by  a  different  route 
through  many  difficulties,  they  were  broug'htto  Caraca- 
dera,  where  they  received  the  insults  of  the  women  and 
children,  whose  husbands  or  parents  had  fallen  in  their 
hostile  excursions. 

Joseph  Gilbert  was  separated  from  his  companion, 
and  removed  to  an  Indian  villa,  called  Nundow,  about 
seven  miles  from  Caracadera;  his  residence  was  for  sev- 
eral weeks,  in  the  king's  family,  whose  hamlet  was  su- 
perior to  the  other  small  huts.  The  king  himself 
brought  him  some  hommony,  and  treated  him  with  great 
civility,  intending  his  adoption  into  the  family,  in  the 
place  of  one  of  his  sons,  who  was  slain  when  General 
Sullivan  drove  them  from  their  habitations.  As  Nu-ndow 
was  not  to  be  the  place  of  his  abode,  his  quarters  were 
soon  changed,  and  he  was  taken  back  to  Caracadera; 
but  his  weakness  of  body  was  so  great,  that  he  was  two 
days  accomplishing  this  journey,  which  was  only  seven 
miles,  and  not  able  to  procure  any  other  food  than  roots 
and  herbs,  tlie  Indian  economy  leaving  them  without 
any  provisions  to  subsist  on.  Here  they  adopted  him 
into  the  family  of  one  of  the  king's  sons,  informing  him, 
that  if  he  would  marry  amongst  them,  he  should  enjoy 
the  privileges  which  they  enjoyed;  but  this  proposal  he 
was  not  disposed  to  comply  with,  and  as  he  was  not 
over  anxious  to  conceal  his  dislike  to  them,  the  suffer- 
ings he  underwent  were  not  alleviated.  The  Manner  of 
his  life  differing  so  much  from  what  he  had  before  been 
accustomed  to,  having  to  eat  the  wild  roots  and  herbs 


before  mentioned,  and  as  he  had  been  lame  from  a  child,  - 
and  subject  to  frequent  indispositions,  it  was  requisite 
for  him  to  pay  more  attention  to  his  weak  habits  of  body 
than  his  captors  were  willing  he  should.  When  the 
master  of  the  family  was  at  home,  the  respect  he  shew- 
ed to  Joseph,  and  his  kindness  to  him,  rendered  his  sit- 
uation more  tolerable  than  in  his  absence.  Frequently 
suffering  with  hunger,  the  privilege  of  a  plenteous 
table,  appeared  to  him  as  an  inestim'.ible  blessing,  which 
clalrned  the  warmest  devotion  of  gratitude:  In  such  a 
distressed  situation,  the  hours  rolled  over  with  a  tedious- 
ness  almost  insupport;,ble,  as  he  had  no  agreeable  em- 
ploy to  relieve  his  mind  from  the  reflections  of  his  sor- 
rowful captivity :  This  manner  of  life  continued  about 
three  months,  and  when  they  could  no  longer  pro- 
cure a  supply  by  their  hunting,  necessity  compelled 
them  to  go  to  Niagara  Fort  for  provision.  The  greater 
number  of  the  Indians  beloi^ging  to  Caracadera  attend- 
ed on  this  journey,  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of  pro- 
visions; their  want  of  economy  being  so  fgreat,  as  to 
have  consumed  so  early  as  the  eighth  month,  all  they 
had  r.aised  the  last  year,  and  the  present  crops  unfit  to 
gather:  their  profuse  manner  of  using  their  scant  pit- 
tance of  Provision,  generally  introducing  a  famine,  after 
a  short  time  of  feasting.  1  hey  compute  the  distance 
from  Caracadera,  to  Niag'ara  Fort,  to  be  of  130  miles;  on 
this  journey  tiicy  were  upwards  of  five  days,  taking 
some  venison  in  their  route,  and  feasting  with  great 
greediness,  as  they  had  been  a  long  time  without  meat. 

When  they  reached  the  Fort,  they  ])rocnred  cloath- 
ing  from  the  king's  stores  for  Joseph  Gilbert,  such  a& 
the  Indians  usually  wear  themselves,  a  match-coat,  leg- 
gings, &c.  His  indisposition  confined  him  at  Col.  John- 
son's for  several  days,during  which  time,  the  British  of- 
ficers endeavoured  to  agree  with  the  Indians  for  his  re- 
leasement,  but  they  would  not  consent.  The  afflicting 
account  of  the  death  of  his  father,  which  was  here  com- 
municated to  him,  spread  an  additional  gloom  on  his 
mind.  After  continuing  at  the  fort  about  four  weeks, 
the  Indians  ordered  him  back  with  them;  this  was  a  sore 
stroke,  to  le.ive  a  degree  of  Ease  and  plent)-,  and  re- 
sume the  hardships  of  an  Indian  life:  with  this  uncond" 
fortable  prospect  before  him,  added  to  his  lameness^ 
the  journey  was  toilsome  and  painful.  They  were  five 
days  in  then-  return,  and  when  they  arrived,  their  corn 
w'as  ripe  for  use;  this, with  the  advantage  of  hunting,  as 
the  game  was  in  its  greatest  perfection,  furnished  a 
present  comfortable  subsistance. 

Joseph  had  permission  to  visit  his  fellow  captive, 
Thomas  Peart,  who  was  at  a  small  town  of  the  Indians, 
about  seven  miles,  clistance,  called'Nundow,  to  whom 
he  communicated  the  sorrowful  intelligence  of  their  i 
mother's  widowed  situation. 

At  the  first  approach  of  spring,  Joseph  Gilbert  and 
his  adopted  brother  employed  themselves  in  procuring 
rails,  and  repairing  (he  fence  about  the  lot  of  ground 
they  intended  to  plant  with  corn;  as  this  part  of  preser- 
ving the  grain  was  allotted  to  them,  the  planting  and  i 
culture  was  assigned  to  the  women,  their  husbandry  ; 
being  altogether  performed  by  the  hoe. 

The  Indian  manner  of  life  was  by  no  means  agreeable  i 
to  Joseph  Gilbert;  their  irregularity  in  their  meals  was  | 
hard  for  him  to  bear;  when  they  had  provisions  in  plen- 
t)',  they  observed  no  plan  of  domestic  economy,  but  in- 
dulged their  voracious  appetites,  which  soon  consumed 
their  slock,  and  a  famine  succeeded. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  sixth  month,  1781,  their  corn 
was  spent,  and  they  were  obliged  to  have  recomse 
again  to  t*e  wild  herbage  and  roots,  and  were  so  redu- 
ced for  want  of  provision,  that  the  Indians  having  found 
the  carcase  of  a  dead  horse,  they  took  the  meat  and 
roasted  it.  ' 

An  officer  from  the  fort  came  down  to  inquire  into  the  ! 
situation  of  the  Indians,  upon  observing  the  lowcondi- 1 
tion  Joseph  was  in,  not  being  likely  to  continue  long, 
without  some  relief,  which  the  officer  privately  afford- 
ed, ha  being  permitted  to  frequent  his  house,  he  advi- 
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sed  him  by  flight,  to  endeavor  an  escape  from  tlie  Indi- 
ans, informing'  him  that  he  had  no  other  expcdieut  for 
his  release^  this  confirmed  him  in  a  resolution  he  had  for 
some  time  been  contemplating',  but  his  lameness  and 
weak  habit,  for  ■want  of  proper  sustenance^  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  make  such  an  attempt  at  that  time,  and 
it  would  require  much  care  and  attention  to  his  own 
health  and  strength,  to  gather  sufficient  for  such  an  un- 
dertaking'; he  therefore  m.ade  use  of  the  liberty  allow- 
ed him  to  visit  the  officer,  and  partake  of  his  kindness 
and  assistance,  that  he  miglit  be  prepared  for  the  jour- 
ney. - 

Embracing  a  favourable  opportunity,  when  the  men 
wel'e  generally  from  home,  some  in  their  \var  expedi- 
tions, and  some  out  hunting,  he  left  them  one  night, 
whilst  the  family  slept,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  to 
■vvards  Niagara  Fort,  following  the  path,  as  he  had  once 
before  gone  along  it.  Having  a  small  piece  of  bread 
which  he  took  from'  the  hut,  he  made  a  hasty  repast, 
travelling  day  and  night,  in  order  to  escape  from  the 
further  distresses  of  captivity.  As  he  neither  took  anv 
sleep,  or  other  food  by  the  way  than  the  piece  of  bread 
mentioned^  for  the  two  days  and  nights  he  pursued  his 
journey,  he  was  much  fatigued  when  he  reached  the 
Fort,  and  he  experienced  the  effects  for  several  days. — 
Upon  his  applying  to  CoK  Johnson,  he  was  hospitably 
entertained,  and  the  next  day  saw  three  of  the  Indians 
whom  he  had  left  at  the  town  when  he  set  off.  - 

After  a  few  days  stay  here,  as,most  of  the  family  >vere 
discharged  from  captivity,  and  waiting  for  a  passage  to 
Montreal,  a  vessel  was  fitted  to  take  them  on  board.  In 
order  to  proceed  down  the  lake.  , 

VVe  come  next  to  Benjamin  Peart,  who  remained  the 
first  night  after  his  arriving  at  the  Indian  tmts,  witlvhis 
wife  and  child,  but  was  separated  from  them  the  next 
day,  and  taken  about  a  mile  and  an  half,  and  presented 
to  one  of  tile  families  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  and  after- 
wards introduced  to  one  of  their  Chiefs,  who  made  a 
long  harrangue  which  Benjamin  did  not  understand. — 
The  Indians  then  gave  him  to  a  squaw,  in  order  to  be 
received  as  her  adopted  child,  who  ordered  him  to  a 
private  hut,  where  the  women  wept  over  him  in  remem- 
brance of  the  relation  in  whose  stead  he  was  received. 
After  this,  he  went  with  his  mother  (by  adoption)  to  Ni- 
agara river,  about  two  mjles  below  the  great  Falls,  and 
staid  here  several  days,  then  weiit  to  the  Fort  on  their 
way  to  the  Genessee  river,  where  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  conversing  with  his  mother,  and  received  informa- 
tion concerning  his  wife  and  child;  but  even  this  satis- 
faction was  short  lived,  for  he  neither  could  obtain  per- 
mission to  visit  his  wife,  nor  was  he  allowed  to  converse 
freely  with  his  mother,  as  the  Indians  hurried  him  on 
board  their  bark  canoes,  where  having  placed  their  pro- 
■visions,  they  proceeded  with  expedition  down  the  lake 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Genessee  river;  the  computed  dis- 
tance from  the  small  village  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
being  one  hundred  miles,  and  from  thence  up  the  Gen- 
essee to  the  place  of  their  destination,  thirty  iniles;  in 
their  passage  up  the  river  they  Were  about  five  days, 
and  as  the  Falls  in  this  river  near  its  entrance  into  Lake 
Ontario,  has  made  a  carrying-place  of  about  two  mileSj 
they  dragged  their  canoe  tliis  distance  to  the  pl-ace  ot 
boating  above  the  Falls.  There  were  nine  Indians  of 
the  party  with  them.  They  frequently  caught  fish  by 
the  way. 

When  the  party  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  designed 
settlement,  they  soon  erected  a  small  hut  or  wigwam, 
and  the  ground  being  lich  and  level,  they  began  with 
their  plantation  of  Indian  corn.  Two  white  men  who 
had  been  taken  prisonei  s,  the  one  from  Susquehanna, 
and  the  other  from  Minisinks,  both  in  Pennsylvania,  liv- 
ed near  this  new  settlement,  and  were  allowed  by  the 
Indians  to  use  the  horses  and  plant  for  themselves. — 
These  men  lightened  the  toil  of  Benjamin  Peart's  servi- 
tude, as  he  was  frequently  in  their  company,  and  he  had 
the  liberty  of  doing  something  for  himself,  though  with- 
out much  success. 
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His  new  habitation,  as  it  was  not  very  healthy,  intro- 
duced fresh  difficulties,  for  he  had  not  continued  here 
long,  before  he  was  afiiicted  with  sickness,  which  prey- 
ed upon  him  near  three  months,  the  Indians  repeatedly 
endeavoi'ing  to  relieve  him  by  their  knowledge  in  sim- 
plest but  their  endeavours  proved  ineffectual;  the  ap- 
proach of  the  winder  season  afforded  the  relief  sought 
for.  Their  provision  was  not  very  tempting  to  a  weak- 
ly constitution,  having  nothing  else  than  hommony,  and 
but  short  allowance  even  of  that,  insomuch  that  when 
his  appetite  increased,  he  could  not  procure  food  suffi- 
cient to  recruit  his  strength.  The  company  of  his  broth- 
er Thomas  Peart  who  visited  him,  was  a  great  comfort, 
and  as  the  town  he  lived  at  was  but  the  distance  of  eigh- 
teen miles,  they  had  frequent  opportunities  of  condo- 
ling with  each  other  in  their  distress. 

The  Indian  men  being  absent  on  one  of  their  war  ex- 
cursions, and  the  women  employed  in  gathering  the 
corn,  left  Benjamin  Peart  much  leisure  to  reflect  in 
solitude. 

Towards  the  begiiming  of  the  winter  season  the  men 
returned,  and  built  themselves  a  log  house  for  a  grana- 
ry, and  then  removed  about  twenty  miles  from  their  set- 
tlement into  the  hunting  country,  and  procured  a  great 
variety  of  game,  which  they  usually  eat  without  bread 
or  salt.  As  he  had  been  with  the  Indians  for  several 
months,  their  language  became  more  familiar  to  him. 

Hunting  and  feasting  after  their  manner  being  their 
only  employ,  they  soon  cleared  the  place  where  they 
settled' of  the  game,  which  made  a  second  removal  ne- 
cessary, and  they  are  so  accustomed  to  this  wandering 
Jife,  that  it  becomes  their  choice. 

They  fixed  up  a  log  house  in  this  seond  hunting- 
place,  and  continued  until  the  second  month,  when 
they  returned  to  their  first  settlement,  though  their 
stay  was  but  a  few  days,  and  then  back  again  to  their 
log  hut. 

A  heavy  rain  falling  melted  some  of  the  snow  which 
had  covered  the  ground  about  two  feet  deep. 

The  whole  family  concluded  upon  a  journey  to  Niag- 
ara Fort  by  land,  which  was  completed  in  seVen  days. 
At  the  fort  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  conversing  with 
his  brother,  Thomas  Peart;  and  the  same  day  his  wife 
also  came  from  BufTaloe  creek,  with  the  Senecas  to  the 
Fort;  this  happy  meeting,  after  an  absence  of  ten 
months,  drew  tears  of  joy  from  them.  T  he  Indians  not 
approving  of  their  conversing  much  together,  as  they 
imagined  they  would  remember  their  former  situation, 
and  become  less  contented  with  their  present  manner 
of  life,  they  separated  them  again  the  same  day,  and 
took  Benjamiti's  wife  about  four  miles  distance;  but  the 
party  with  whom  he  came,  permitted  him  to  stay  here 
several  nights,  and  when  the  Indians  had  completed 
their  purpose  of  traffic  they  returned,  taking  him  some 
miles  back  with  them  to  one  of  their  towns;  but  upon 
his  telling  them  he  Was  desirous  of  returning  to  the  Fort 
to  procure  something  he  had  before  forgot,  in  order  for 
his  journey,  he  was  permitted.  As  he  slaid  the  night, 
his  adopted  brother  the  Indian  came  for  him,  but  upon 
his  complaining  that  he  was  so  lame  as  to  prevent  his 
travelling  with  them,  they  suffered  him  to  remain  be- 
hind. 

lie  continued  at  the  Fort  about  two  months  before 
the  Indians  came  back  again,  and  as  he  labored  for  the 
white  people,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  salt 
provision  from  the  King's  stores,  which  had  been  for  a 
long-  time  a  dainty  to  him. 

When  one  of  the  Indians  (a  secpnd  adopted  brother) 
came  for  himj  Benjamin  went  with  him  to  Capt.  Powel, 
who  with  earnest  solicitations  and  some  presents  pre- 
vailed  upon  the  Indian  to  suffer  hlrn  to  stuy  until  he  re- 
turned from  his  war  expedition;  but  this  was  the  last  h 6 
ever  made,  as  he  lost  his  life  on  the  frontiers  of  New- 
York. 

After  this  another  captain  (a  third  adopted  brother) 
came  to  the  Fort,  and  when  Benjamin  Peart  saw  him,  he 
applied  to  Adjutant  General  Wilkinson  to  intercede  for 
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his  release,  who  accordingly  waited  upon  Col.  Johnson 
and  other  officers,  to  prevail  with  them  to  exert  them- 
selves on  his  behalf;  they  concluded  to  hold  a  Council 
with  the  Indians  fortljis  purpose,  who  after  some  delib- 
eration surrendered  him  up  to  Col  Johnson,  for  which 
he  gave  tliem  a  valuable  compensation. 

Benjamin  Peart  after  his  release  was  emplo3'cd  in  Col. 
Johnson's  service,  and  continued  with  him  lor  several 
months.  His  child  had  been  released  for  some  time, 
and  his  wife  by  earnest  entreaty  and  plea  of  sickness, 
had  prevailed  with  the  Indians  to  permit  her  stay  at  the 
Port,  which  proved  a  great  consolation  and  comfort  af- 
ter so  long  a  separation. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighth  month,'  there  was 
preparation  made  for  their  proceeding  to  Monti'eal,  as 
by  this  time  there  were  six  of  the  prisoners  ready  to  go 
in  a  ship  which  lay  in  Lake  Ontario,  whose  names  were 
Joseph  Gilbert,  lit^njiimin  Peart,  his  wife  and  child,  Ab- 
ner  Gilbert  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert  the  younger.  These 
■went  on  board  the  Tessel  to  Chailton  island,  which  is  as 
far  as  the  large  vessels  they  use  in  the  lake  can  proceed; 
the  remainder  of  the  way  (on  account  of  the  frequent 
shoals)  they  are  obliged  to  go  in  smaller  boats. 

The  commanding  officer  at  Niagara  procured  a  suita- 
ble suppi)'  of  pi'ovision,  and  furnished  ihem  with  orders 
to  draw  more  at  the  several  garrisons,  as  occasion  i-e- 
quiied. 

In  two  days  they  arrived  at  the  upper  end  of  Charlton 
island,  and  went  to  the  commander-in-chief  to  shew 
their  pass,  and  obtain  what  they  were  in  need  of.  Af- 
terwards they  continued  on  to  the  garrison  of  Oswagot- 
chy  by  the  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  an  open 
boat  rowed  by  four  Frenchmen,  this  class  of  people  be- 
ing chiefly  employed  in  laborious  services. 

The  stream  was  so  rapid  and  full  of  rocks,  that  the 
prisoners  were  too  much  alai  med  to  remain  in  the  boat, 
and  concluded  to  go  on  shore  until  they  passed  the 
danger;  but  the  Frenchmen,  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  these  wdd  and  violent  rapids,  (the  longest  of  which 
is  known  by  the  name  of  the  long  Sou)  ke  pt  on  board. 
This  surprising  scene  continued  for  the  distance  of  six 
miles,  and  they  viewed  it  with  a  degree  of  hoi  ror,  their 
heads  becoming  almost  giddy  w  ith  the  pi  ospect.  When 
the  boat  had  shot  the  falls,  they  again  went  on  board- 
and  continued  down  the  river  to  Courde  Lac.  No  great 
distance  below  this  they  anchored,  and  landed  at  the 
place  where  their  father  was  interred,  shedding  many 
tears  of  filial  aflection  to  his  meniory.  They  afterwards 
applied  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison  for 
provisions  and  other  necessaries;  they  then  bid  adieu  to 
this  solemn  spot  of  sorrow,  and  proceeded  to  Lasheen, 
which  they  reached  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  eighth 
month,  having  been  eight  days  on  their  voyage. 

After  refreshing  themselves  at  this  garrison,  they  set 
forward  on  foot  for  Montreal,  which  they  reached  the 
same  day.  They  went  to  the  Brigadier  General  and 
shewed  him  their  passport,  and  as  soon  as  at  liberty  wait- 
ed on  their  mother  at  Adam  Scott's,  as  has  been  already 
related. 

The  situation  of  Elizabeth  Peart,  wife  of  Benjamin, 
and  her  child,  is  next  to  be  related: 

After  she  and  the  child  were  parted  from  her  hus- 
band, Abigail  Dodson  and  the  child  were  taken  several 
miles  in  the  night  to  a  little  hut,  where  they  staid  till 
morning,  and  the  day  following  were  taken  within  eight 
miles  of  Niagara,  where  she  was  adopted  into  one  of  the 
families  of  Senecas;  the  ceremony  of  adoption  to  her 
was  tedious  and  distressing;  they  obliged  her  to  sit 
down  with  a  young  man  an  Indian,  and  the  eldest  chief- 
fain  of  the  family  repeated  a  jargon  of  words  to  her  un- 
intelligible, but  which  she  considered  as  some  form 
of  marriage,  and  this  apprehension  introduced  the  most 
violent  agitations,  as  she  was  determined,  at  all  events, 
to  oppose  any  step  of  this  nature;  but  after  the  old  Indi- 
an concluded  his  speech  she  was  relieved  from  the 
dreadful  embarrassment  she  bad  been  under,  as  she  was 
led  away  by  another  Indian, 


Abigail  Dodson  was  given  the  same  day  to  one  of  the 
families  of  the  Caj'uga  nation,  so  that  Elizabeth  Peart 
saw  her  no  more. 

Tlie  man  who  led  Elizabeth  from  the  company  took 
her  into  the  family  for  whom  ihey  adopted  her,  and  in- 
troduced lierto  her  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Indian  style,  who  received  her  very  kindly,  and  made  a 
grievous  lamentation  over  her  accoidingto  custom.  Af- 
ter she  had  been  with  them  two  days,  the  whole  family 
left  their  habitation  and  went  about  two  miles  to  Foit 
Slusher,  where  they  staid  seveial  days.  This  Fort  is 
about  one  mile  above  Niagara  Falls. 

As  she  was  much  indisposed,  the  Indians  were  detain- 
ed several  days  for  her;  but  as  the}'  cared  little  for  her, 
she  was  obliged  to  lie  on  the  damp  ground,  which  pre- 
vented hei' speedy  recovery.  As  soon  as  her  disorder 
abated  of  its  violence,  they  set  off  in  a  bark  canoe  which 
they  had  provided,  intending  torBuffaloe  creek;  and  as 
they  went  slowly,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  taking 
some  fish. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  intended  set* 
tlement,  they  went  on  shore  and  built  an  house. 

A  few  days  after  they  came  to  this  new  settlementj 
they  returned  with  Elizabeth  to  Fort  Slusher,  when  she 
was  told  her  child  must  be  taken  away  from  her;  this 
was  trulv  afflicting,  but  all  remonstrances  were  in  vain. 

From  Fort  Slusher  she  travelled  on  foot,  carrying  her 
child  to  Niagara,  it  being  eighteen  miles,  and  in  sultry 
weather,  rendered  it  a  painful  addition  to  to  the  thoughts 
of  parting  with  her  tender  offspring.  The  intent  of  their 
journey  was  to  obtain  provisions,  and  their  stay  at  the 
Fort  was  of  several  days  continuance.  Capt.  Powel  af- 
forded her  an  asylum  in  his  house. 

1  he  Indians  took  the  child  from  her,  and  went  with 
it  across  the  river  to  adopt  it  into  the  family  they  had  as- 
signed for  it,  notwithstanding  Capt.  Powel,  at  his  wife's 
request,  interceded  that  it  might  not  be  removed  from 
its  mother;  but  as  it  was  so  young-,  they  returned  it  to 
the  mother  after  its  adoption,  until  it  should  be  conve- 
nient to  send  it  to  the  family  under  whose  protection  it 
was  to  be  placed. 

Obtaining  the  provision  and  other  necessaries  they 
came  to  Niagara  to  trade  for,  they  l  eturned  to  Fort 
Slusher  on  foot,  from  whence  they  embaiked  in  their 
canoes.  It  being  near  the  time  of  planting,  ihey  used 
much  expedition  in  this  journey. 

T  he  labor  and  drudg^ery  in  a  family  falling  to  the  share 
of  the  women,  Elizabeth  had  to  assist  the  squaw  in  pre- 
paring the  ground  and  planting  corn. 

1  heir  provision  being  scant  they  suffered  much,  and 
as  their  dependence  for  a  sufficient  supply  until  the 
gathering  their  crop,  was  on  what  they  should  receive 
from  the  Fort,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  making 
a  second  journey  thither. 

They  were  two  days  on  the  road  at  this  time.  A  small 
distance  before  they  came  to  the  Fort,  they  took  her 
child  from  her,  and  sent  it  to  its  destined  family,  and  it 
was  several  months  before  she  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  it  again.  After  being  taken  from  her  husband, 
to  lose  her  darling  infant  was  a  severe  stroke.  She  la- 
mented her  condition  and  wept  sorely,  for  which  one  of 
the  Indians  inhumanly  struck  her.  Her  Indian  father 
seemed  a  little  moved  to  behold  her  so  distressed;  and 
in  order  to  console  her,  assured  her  they  would  bring  it 
back  again,  but  she  saw  it  not  until  the  spring  following. 

After  they  had  disposed  of  their  peltries,  they  return- 
ed to  their  habitation  by  the  same  route  ■which  they  had 
come. 

With  a  heart  oppressed  ■with  sorrow,  Elizabeth  trod 
back  her  steps,  mourning  for  her  lost  infant,  for  this 
idea  presented  itself  continually  to  her  mind;  but  as  she 
experienced  how  fruitless,  nay  how  dangerous,  solici- 
tations in  behalf  of  her  cjiild  were,  she  dried  up  her  tears 
and  pined  in  secret. 

Soon  after  they  reached  their  own  habitation,  Eliza- 
beth Peart  was  again  afflicted  with  sickness.  At  the 
first  they  shewed  some  attention  to  her  complaints;  but 
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as  she  did  not  speedily  recover  so  as  to  be  able  to 
work,  they  discontinued  every  attention,  and  built  a 
small  hut  by  the  side  of  the  coi  n-field,  phicing  her  in  it 
to  mind  the  corn.  In  this  lonely  condition  she  saw  a 
white  man,  who  had  been  made  prisoner  among  the  In- 
dians. He  i'  formed  her  that  her  child  was  released 
and  with  the  white  people;  this  information  revived 
lier  drooping  spirits,  and  a  short  time  after  she  recover- 
ed of  her  indisposition,  but  her  employment  still  con- 
tinued of  attending  the  corn  until  it  was  ripe  for  gath- 
ering, which  she  assisted  in.  When  the  harvest  was 
over,  they  permitted  her  to  return  and  live  with  them. 

A  time  of  plenty  commenced,  and  they  lived  as  if 
they  had  sufficient  to  last  the  year  through,  faring plen- 
teously  every  day. 

A  drunken  Indian  came  to  the  cabin  one  nay,  and  the 
old  Indian  woman  complaining  to  him  of  Elizabeth,  his 
behaviour  exceedingly  terrified  her;  he  stormed  like  a 
fury,  and  at  length  struck  her  a  violent  blow  which  laid 
her  on  the  ground;  he  then  began  to  pull  her  about 
and  abuse  her  much,  when  another  of  the  women  inter^' 
posed,  and  rescued  her  from  further  suffei  ipg.  Such 
is  the  shocking  efl'cct  of  spirtuous  liquor  on  tliese  peo- 
ple, it  totally  deprives  them  both  of  sense  and  humanity. 

A  tedious  winter  prevented  them  fiom  leaving  their 
habitation,  and  deprived  her  of  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
often  from  her  friends,  who  were  very  much  scattered; 
But  a  prisoner,  who  had  lately  seen  her  husband,  infor- 
■ined  her  of  his  being  much  indisposed  at  the  Genessee 
river,  which  was  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  dis- 
tance. On  receiving  this  intelligence,  she  stood  in  need 
of  much  consolation,  but  had  no  source  of  comfort,  ex- 
cept in  her  own  bosom. 

Near  the  return  of  spring  their  provision  failing,  they 
were  compelled  to  go  off  to  the  Fort  for  a  fresh  supply, 
having  but  a  small  portion  of  corn  which  they  allowan- 
ced out  once  each  day. 

Through  snow  and  severe  frost  they  went  for  Niaga- 
ra, suffering  much  from  the  excessive  cold.  And  when 
tliey  came  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Fort,  which  they 
were  four  days  accomplishing,  they  struck  up  a  small 
wigwam  for  some  of  the  family  with  the  prisoners  to 
live  in,  until  the  return  of  the  warriors  from  the  Fort. 

As  soon  as  Capt.  Powell's  wife  heard  that  the  young 
child's  mother  had  come  with  the  Indians,  she  desired 
to  see  her,  claiming  some  relationship  in  the  Indian 
way,  as  she  had  also  been  a  prisoner  amongst  them. — 
They  granted  her  request,  and  Elizabeth  was  accord- 
ingly introduced,  and  informed  that  her  husband  was 
returned  to  the  Fort,  and  there  was  some  expectations 
of  his  release.  The  same  day  Benjamin  Peart  came  to 
see  his  wife,  but  could  not  be  permitted  to  continue 
with  her,  as  the  Indians  insisted  on  her  going  back  with 
them  to  their  cabin,  which,  as  has  been  related,  was 
some  miles  distant. 

Elizabeth  Peart  was  not  allowed  for  some  days  to  go 
from  the  cabin,  but  a  white  family  who  had  bought  her 
child  from  the  Indians  to  whom  it  had  been  presented, 
offered  the  party  with  whom  Elizabeth  was  confined  a 
bottle  of  rum  if  they  would  bring  her  across  the  river  to 
lier  child,  which  they  did  and  delighted  the  fond  moth- 
er with  this  happy  meeting,  as  she  had  not  seen  it  for 
the  space  of  eight  months. 

She  was  permitted  to  stay  with  the  family  where  her 
child  was  for  two  days,  when  she  returned  with  the  In- 
dians to  their  cabin.  After  some  time  she  obtained  a 
further  permission  to  go  to  the  Fort,  where  she  had 
some  needle  work  from  the  white  people,  which  afford- 
ed her  a  plea  for  often  visiting  it.  At  length  Capt.  Pow- 
ell's wife  prevailed  with  them  to  suffer  her  to  continue 
a  few  days  at  her  house,  and  work  for  her  family  which 
was  granted.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time,  upon  the 
coming  of  the  Indians  for  her  to  return  with  them,  she 
pleaded  indisposition,  and  by  this  means  they  were  I'e- 
peatedly  dissuaded  from  taking  her  with  them. 

As  the  time  of  planting  drew  nigh,  she  made  use  of  a 
little  address  to  retard  her  departure;  having  ji  small 


swelling  on  her  neck  she  applied  a  poultice,  which  led 
the  Indians  into  a  belief  it  w  as  improper  to  remove  her, 
and  they  consented  to  come  again  for  her  in  two  weeks. 

Her  child  was  given  up  to  her  soon  after  her  arrival  at 
the  Fort,  where  she  lodged  at  Capt.  Powell's,  and  her 
husband  came  frequently  to  visit  her,  which  was  a 
great  happiness,  as  her  trials  in  their  separation  had 
been  many. 

At  the  time  appointed  some  of  the  Indians  caine  again, 
but  she  still  plead  indisposition,  and  had  confined  her- 
self to  her  bed.  One  of  the  women  interrogated  her  ve- 
ry closel}',  but  did  not  insist  upon  her  going  back.  Thus 
several  months  elapsed,  she  contriving  delays  as  often 
as  they  came. 

When  the  vessel  which  was  to  take  the  other  five, 
among  whom  were  her  husband  and  child,  was  ready 
to  sail,  the  officers  at  Niagara  concluded  she  might  also 
go  with  them,  as  they  saw  no  reasonable  objection,  and 
they  doubted  not  but  it  was  in  their  power  to  satisfy 
those  Indians  who  considered  her  as  theii'  property. 
'  ■I.    ;         .     f  7^0  be  continued.  J  .'      '  ' 

THE  MUSICAL  FUND  SOCIETY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

At  the  stated  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  on  Tueg- 
day,  the  fifth  instant,  the  following  were  elected  Oft 
ficers  of  the  Society. 
Fresidenl — William  P.  Dewees,  M.D. 
Vice  President — John  K.  Kane,  Esq. 
Treasurer — Francis  Gurney  Smith,  Esq. 
Secrelart/ — George  Campbell. 

The  following  IJcport  was  made  to  the  Society,  and, 
on  motion,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  published. 

I'he  joint  Board  of  Officers,  in  presenting  this  ninth 
annual  report  to  the  Society,  have  reason  to  renew  their 
congratulations  on  its  continued  and  increasing  prosper- 
ity. The  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted  have  been 
substantially  obtained.  The  public  taste  has  been  at- 
tracted and  cultivated  by  its  performances — it  has  or- 
ganized an  Academy  on  the  most  liberal  foundation,  for 
the  diflusion  and  progress  of  the  art,  and  it  lias  secured 
for  the  members  of  the  profession,  an  ample  pix)vision 
against  the  wants  of  accident  and  age— a  provision 
which  they  can  avail  themselves  of  with  honour,  since 
it  is  the  fruits  of  their  humble  exertions.  AVhen  the 
humble  origin  of  the  Society  is  recollected,  by  which 
those  objects  were  announced — its  discouragement  on 
the  outset,  and  its  occasional  difficulties  in  late  years,  it 
may  be  permitted  to  those  who  have  watched  its  prog- 
ress with  anxiety,  to  announce  with  a  degree  of  proud 
satisfaction,  the  result  by  which  their  labours  have  been 
rewarded. 

The  removal  of  Dr.  Patteuson,  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  since  the  last  annual  report,  has  deprived  the 
Societ)'  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  and  e  fficient  Officers 
—but  attachment  to  the  institution,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  founders,  his  capacity  for  usefulness.and  his 
willingness  to  be  useful  in  each  of  its  departments,  and 
the  excellence  of  his  personal  virtues,  had  gained  for 
him  the  unreserved  confidence  and  kindest  regard  of 
all  the  members  of  this  Board. 

In  obedience  to  the  Charter,  the  office  of  Vice  Pre- 
sident, which  was  made  vacant  by  his  resignation,  has 
been  filled  by  an  occasional  election.  His  siriccessor  is 
to  be  chosen  at  the  present  meeting  of  the  Society. 

During  the  year,  forty-seven  members  have  been 
elected  by  the  joint  Board  of  officers,  all  of  whom  are 
of  the  class  of  amateurs.  The  number  of  amatetir  mem- 
bers, not  now  in  arrear  to  the  fund,  is  three  hundred — 
the  number  of  professors  is  thirty-six,  making  an  aggre- 
gate number  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six.  The 
period  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  probably  beconns 
necessary  to  exclude  from  the  public  pcrCormanee  of 
the  Society  all  residents  of  Philadelphia  who  ai  e  not 
members,  or  introduced  by  the  ladies'  tickets  of  mem- 
bers.   It  is  doubted  whether  the  interests  of  the  fund 
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would  not  even  now  be  advanced  by  such  a  reg'ulation. 
The  account  of  the  Treasurer  presents  a  detailed  view 
of  the  finances  of  tiie  Society.  It  will  be  seen  that  du- 
ring the  year  a  consderable  reduction  has  been  made  in 
the  debt  of  the  Society,  while  the  claims  of  members 
for  relief  have  not  been  neg-lected — ;ind  a  large  contri- 
bution has  been  made  to  the  expenditures  of  ihe  Acad- 
emy of  Music. 

The  musical  performances  of  the  year  have  been  the 
oratorio  of  the  Messiah,  and  two  miscellaneous  concerts. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  performances 
fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  Society,  as  that  which  the  di- 
rectors of  the  music  are  not  authorised  without  special 
order  to  exceed,  is  two  in  each  season.  Circumstances 
induced  the  joint  Board  to  agree  that  the  third  Concert 
should  be  given  in  the  jnonth  of  April  last,  but  it  is 
proper  to  remark  that  in  the  view  of  this  Board,  it 
would  not  be  just  to  the  professional  class  that  the  num- 
ber of  two  performances  should  be  frequently  exceeded. 
It  is  contemplated  by  the  directors  of  the  music  here- 
after to  announce  at  the  commencement  of  each  season 
the  times  and  character  of  the  performances  proposed 
to  be  given,  and  it  is  believed  that  such  an  arrangement 
will  be  in  ever}'  respect  advantageous.  Of  the  Oratorio 
and  Concerts  given  during  the  late  season,  it  may  be 
remarked  that  their  style  of  execution  was  creditable  to 
the  conductors,  and  satisfactory  to  the  public. 

The  Academy  of  Music  is  now  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  three  teachers,  Messrs.  Cortets,  Homman,  and 
Schmidt.  Its  labours  have  been  of  great  value  to  the 
Orchestra  of  the  Society,  which  now  derives  from  it  an 
important  portion  of  its  force;  and  we  avail  ourselves  of 
this  opportunity  to  introduce  it  to  the  more  partic- 
ular notice  of  the  Society  and  the  public,  and  to  point 
out  some  of  the  advantages  that  may  be  obtained  by 
young  men  desirous  of  improving  themselves  in  the 
practice  of  the  art,assured  as  we  are  that  it  affords  many 
means  of  facilitating  the  progress  of  the  pupil,  not  to  be 
found  under  any  individual  teacher.  In  it  all  the  string- 
ed and  wind  Instruments,  (the  Organ  and  Piano  Porte 
excepted,)  are  taught  by  these  eminent  professors 
above  named. 

The  very  considerable  number  ofpupils  at  all  times 
attached  to  the  academy,  pursuing  the  study  of  different 
instruments,  affords  the  opportuniiy  of  playing  together 
in  concert. 

A  quarterly  examination  of  the  pupils  is  held,  at  which 
concerted  pieces  are  performed,  and  a  degree  of  emu- 
lation is  excited,  which  leads  on  to  excellence — and  af- 
ter a  sufficient  knowledge  has  been  obtained,  they  are 
admitted  into  the  board  at  the  practisings  and  concerts 
of  the  Society,  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
which  must  be  obvious  to  every  person  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  art. 

And  last,  though  not  least,  the  very  moderate  charge 
for  tuition  ought  itself  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  vo- 
taries of  the  science  to  enroll  themselves  as  members  of 
the  school,  which  has  already  produced  some  very  ef- 
ficient performers,  many  of  whom  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  performances  of  the  Society;  in  short  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  from  the  many  advantages  af- 
forded in  this  institution,  an  orchestra  player  wilL  in  a 
shorter  time  than  in  any  other  way  with  which  we  are 
acquainted. — Paulson. 

May  Sth,  1829.  ■  ■  ■ "    .  ; 

YoHK,  (Penn.)  May  26. 
"  On  last  Tuesday  afternoon  the  south-eastern  section 
of  this  county  was  visited  by  an  exceedingly  heavy  fall 
of  rain,  whereby  extensive  damage  was  occasioned. — 
Fences,  remote  from  water-courses,  were  washed  away, 
and  the  corn-fields  and  other  newly-ploughed  grounds 
were  greatly  injured.  Several  mill-dams  were  partially 
destroyed,  and  in  one  instance  a  carding  machine  and 
some  mill-works  were  swept  off.  A  number  of  swine, 
confined  in  a  pen  near  a  distillery  were  drowned:  and 
at  the  same  place  a  considerable  quantity  of  whiskey  in 


casks  was  carried  down  by  the  force  of  the  stream — 
much  of  which  was  Irrecoverably  lost. 

We  have  vaiious  additional  accounts  and  rumours  of 
the  destructive  violence  of  the  swollen  waters;  but  none 
sufficiently  minute  or  accurate  to  warrant  an  attempt  to 
give  further  details.  Many  of  the  oldest  inhabitants 
consider  the  occurrences  as  entirely  unprecedented  in 
that  quarter;  and  all  concur  in  stating  that  for  many 
years,  if  ever  before,  the  rain  was  not  there  seen  de- 
scending in  such  torrents.  At  this  place  and  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  we  had  only  a  moderate  shower,  unac- 
companied by  wind,  lightning,  or  hail. 

Recorder. 
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Mstrad  of  the  Accounts  for  the  yew  ending  4th  April,  1 829 

Patmknts. 
Medical  department,  ■\  ' 

Household  expenses,  .  ^  :  , 

Li'se  stock,       -  -  -•- 

Kepairs  and  improvements,  '.  -'^  • 
Salaries  and  wages,    '   ,  ~  '  -  ■ 

Medical  library,       -~       ■  -'  '  '  ■.;-'  "'r". 
Incidentals,  -  -  -  * 

Placed  at  interest  §33,500  and  atempo-7 
rary  loan  re-paid  §1150,         '     ...  5 
Balance  on  hand,  -  .  ;  - 


19 
37 
61 
04 
68 
95 


W,438 
17,285 
1,476 
7,188 
6,219 
■  810 
690  33 

34,650  00 

2,440  89 

$72,200  06 


'       '"/>'       ■  Receipts,  •  . 
Balance  on  hand  last  year,  .    •  Tr: .  '  - 
Board  of  pay  patients,  ' 
Clothing,  -  -  -  - 

Funeral  expenses,  -  -  - 

Articles  destroyed, 
Wages  of  private  servants. 
Articles  sold,       -  -      '  . 

Live  stock,  -  ' 

Medical  fund — Students  tickets  & 

certificates,         398  OO'I 
Fines&books  sold,    109  71  3 
West's  paintings — visiters  648  00  > 

&  pamphlets,'  34  85  3 
The  Gate,  »  - 

Manager's  fines,  V 
Legacles^J.  Grandon  $5,000,  Martha~J'  ' 
Howell  $600,  .T.  G.  Wachsmuth  ( 
S200a,  Andw.  Day  $100,  &  J.  Ke-  [  ■ 


94 
11 

32 
84 
54 


$1,785 
23,528 
1,923 
133 
40 
159  66 
503  69 
214  00 

507  7i 

682  85 


381 
13 


80 
50 


5,620  00 


ble  J-eO— less  duty. 
Contributions, 
Donations,  '.^  •    -      -  - 
Interest,         '  -  '.' ;  -  ■ 
Ground  rents,      ,-  .  ^  • 
Dividends,       - '  '     -  • 


Princfpal  of  bonds  paid  in^ 


366 
15 


34 
00 


9,580 
1,061 
432 


11,073  76 


46,950 
25,250 


06 
00 


$72,200  06 


By  the  above  account  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
whole  income  of  the  capital  stock  for  the  past  year 
was  11,073  dollars  76  cents,  and  the  amount  expended 
during  the  same  time  on  poor  patients  was  upwards  of 
13,000;  the  excess  being.derived  from  the  receipts  of 
pay  patients. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  in  1829,  1362 
Of  whom  were  poor,  -  -        .  755 

Total  admitted  in  ten  years,  -  .  9486 

(>f  whom  were  poor,  -  .  4600 

In  lying-in-department,  -  .  506 

Deaths,  -  -  -  634 

[See  table  following  page.] 
[For  a  particular  account  cif  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, &c.from  IfSSto  1828,see  lieglster,  vol.2,  p.  90.] 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  CASES  OF  13G2  PATIENTS  IN  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HOSPITAL, 

  From  April  26th,  18'28,  to  JJpril^Sth,  1829.   


DISEASES. 


Abscess 

Amenorrhoea  - 
nasarca 
neiirism 
Angina  Pectoris 
Apoplexy 
Ascites 
stlima 
Burns  and  scalds 
Cancer  r 
aries    r  ,  ,-  '  . 
Cataract 
Catarrbus 
Cephalalgia 
Cholera 
Chorea  St.  Vltl 
Colic 

onstipation 
Contus.  8c  wounds' 
Convulsions 
Deafness 
Debility 
Diabetes 
Diarrhoea 
Disea'd  Bladder 
Breast  - 
Spleen  - 
Scrotum 
Testicles 
-  Urethra 
Spine  - 
Joints  - 
Nose 
Antrum 
Eyes 

Ophthalmia 
Dislocation 
Dropsy 
Dysentery 
Dyspepsia 
Dysury 
Epilepsy 
Epistaxis 
Eruptions 
Febris 

Intermittens 
Remittens 
Fistula  in  -Vno  - 

inAbdomen 
Lachrvmalis 
Fractured  Skull 
Jaws 
Clavicle 
Scapula 


=l3 


c  a. 

S-  £ 


5'i  - 


2 
1 
10 
3 
1 
1 
4 

o 
O 

121 

2 


404  44 


34 


C  3 


2  8 


3  44 


2 
1 
1 
7 
1 
8 
1 
7 
4 
14 
5 
1 
1 
5 
4 
152 


ft 

a>  o 


1 

3 
1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

4 
20 
3 
1 

15 
5 
7 

11 

28 
2 
1 
2 
2 
4 

35 

96 

57 

11 
1 
1 
4 
4 
4 
1 


Brought  forward  404 
Fractured  Arm  20 
Finger  ] 
Klbs 
Pelvis- 
Thigh 
Patella 
Leg  24 
Foot 

Frosted 

Fung'sHematodes 
Gangrene 
Gastralgia 
Gastritis 

Gunshot  wounds 
Haemoptysis 
Hemorrhagy 
Hemorrhoids  - 
Hepatitis 
Hernia 

Strangulated 
Humoralis 
Hypochondriasis 
Hysteria 
Insanity 

Mania-a-potu 
Icterus 
Inflammations 
Infants  born  in  H 
Pregnant  women 
Paralysis 
Paronychia 
Pth!sis  Pulmonal 
Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 
Ptyalism 
Polypus 
Rheumatism 
Scrofula 
Small-pox 
Sprains 
Strictures 
Stone  in  bladder 
Suicide  bycut.thr 
by  drowning 
Syphilis 
Tic-Doloureux 
Tinea  Capitis 
Tetanus 
Tumours 
Ulcers 

Venereal  disease 
Vertigo 
Vomiting 


44 


40  575 


1 

2 

2 
2 

2432 
19 
1 


3 
1 

3 

10  1 
10  1 


41 


El  5; 

n 


61 


44 


H 
o 


55 


60 


694128]  96  60  551  9  11  95 


575 
2. 
2 
4 
1 
9 
1 
36 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 


12 
1 
1 

2 
5 

2 

200 


16 
64 
74 
8 
2 
12 
12 
21 
2 

O 

68 
3 
1 
6 
1 
4 
6 
1 
12 
2 
1 
1 
11 
50 
38 
1 


21)  1362 


Of  the  above  patients  756  were  poor,  and  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Institution. 


Natives  of  U.  States, 
Ireland, 
England, 
Scotland, 
Germany, 
France, 

Remaining,  4th  mo. 
Admittted  since 


820 
374 
71 
18 
25 
16 


26th,  1828, 


Of  Sweden,  8  Of  Italy,  2 

Norway,  '  5  Brazil,  2 

Denmark,  2  Africa,  2 

Nova  Scotia,  4  Spain,  1 

West  Indies,  4  Holland,  1 

Prussia,  3  Portugal,  1 
Pay.  Poor. 
114  and   95  >f  ^j^^^  C  have  been  discharged 


492  and  661  3 


Of  Malta, 
Lapland, 
At  sea. 


Pay.  Poor. 
500  and  651  \ 


1 
1 
1 


d  remain,  4th  mo.  25th,  1829,  106  and  105  5 


1362 

Total. 
1362 
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LAW  CASE. 


C03IM0N  PLEAS. 
The  commissioners  and,  &c.  of  the  Incorporated  North- 
ern Liberties, 
■  ^'      i"''"  vs. 

William  H.  Heart. 
This  case  was  arg'ned  before  Judge  King  during  the 
last  week,  and  embi  aced  a  ver}'  interesting  point.  The 
facts  were  these:  The  district  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
was  incorporated  in  180.3,  comprising  all  tliat  laid  be- 
tween tlie  Delaware  and  Sixth  street,  and  Vine  sti-eet 
and  the  Coliocksink  creek,  with  powers  in  the  corpora- 
tion to  pitcli  and  pave  streets,  upon  ap[)lication,  &c.  so 
that  the  proprietors  in  front  of  «  iiich  said  pitching-  or 
paving  might  be  done,  should  be  taxed  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  Iheir  fronts,  for  the  same.    Prior  to  the 
act  of  incorporation,  however,  in  3801,  the  legislature 
incoj-porated  the  Gei-mantovvn  and  Perkiomen  turnpike 
company  to  make   a  road  over  and  on  the   bed  of 
1'hird 'street,  fi-om  its  intersection  with  Vine  street  to 
-the  ten  mde  stone,  &c.    This  road  the  turnpike  com- 
pany constructed,  and  took  tolls  fi  om  persons  travelling 
on  it,  so  that  when  the  Northern  Liberties  came  to  be 
incorporated,  they  found  a  turnpike  road  running  thro' 
its  heart,  and,  as  it  was  asserted,  not  w  Ithin  the  jurisdic- 
tion, although  within  the  bounds  of  the  district.  Owing 
to  the  conflicting  opinions  on  this  subject,  the  Commis- 
sioners declined  paving  Third  street  from  Vine  stieet 
to  the  northern  boundary;  and  the  existence  of  such  a 
road  through  a  large,  populous,  and  business-doing  dis- 
trict, became  a  subject  of  general  complaint.    In  1824 
an  arrangement  took  place  between  the  two  corpora- 
tions, the  turnpike  company  and  the  commissioners,  by 
.-which  it  was  ag'i-ecd  that  the  former  should  cede  to  the 
latter  all  jurisdiction  over  said  road,  with  power  to  level, 
regulate,  repair,  and  otherwise  govern  said  Third  street 
as  other  streets  in  the  district  are;  and  that  the  turnpike 
company  should  take  the  same  tolls  for  tiavelling  to 
and  from  Vine  street,  but  receiving-  them  at  the  gate 
No.  2,  and  taking  away  gate  No.  1.    To  make  this  a- 
greement  binding,  the  corporation  applied  to  the  leg'is- 
lature  for  a  law  sanctioning  it,  which  was  passed  in 
March  1824,  in  the  words  of  the  agreement.  After 
this,  upon  the  application  of  a  majority  of  property  own- 
ers, &c.  the  commissioners  paved  Third  street.  The 
defendant  not  being  one  of  those  who  applied,  refused 
to  pay  for  the  paving  in  front  of  his  property,  and  this 
suit  was  brought  to  recover  it  of  him.    The  case  was 
stated  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  For  the  defendant  it 
was  contended,  that  the  object  of  the  act  of  1824  was 
to  give  jurisdiction  to  the  Northern  Liberties  only  lor 
the  government  of  the  citizens  as  regarded  violations  of 
ordinances  relative  to  lamps,  obstructions  on  the  pave- 
ments, cleanliness,  &c. :  that  the  commissioners  might 
regulate  and  repair  the  street  in  any  way,  but  could  not 
make  the  property  liable  for  it  as  regarded  'pitching 
and  paving-'  these    words  not  being  specified  in  the 
act;  and  that  the  words  "otherwise  govern"  referring 
only  to  general  subjects  of  jurisdiction  not  including  the 
one  contended  for;that  it  was  an  unjust  and  unequal  law, 
insomuch  as  the  inhabitants  paid  to  the  turnpike  com- 
pany for  travelling  on  a  road  of  their  own  construction,^ 
that  the  legislature  had  no  right  to  make  such  a  law,  in- 
dividuals being  no  party  to  it. 

For  the  plaintiffs  it  was  contended,  that  the  legisla- 
ture fiad  a  right  to  make  such  a  law,  the  contracting  par- 
ties being  the  only  ones  in  interest,  and  therefore,  giv- 
ing consent,  no  privileges  could  be  invaded;  and  that 
all  individuals,  by  the  act  of  their  representatives,  the 
legislature,  were  parties  to  the  contract  and  bound  by 
it:  that  although  the  words  "pitch  and  pave" vi ere.  omit- 
ted in  the  act,  words  "o/hertuise  govern  as  other  streets 
are,"  were  of  such  extensive  signification  as  to  em- 
brace that  power,  and  the  Supreme  Court  had  held 
words  of  similar  character  to  possess  a  similar  extent  of 
meaning,  (1  S.  andR.  487):  that  the  paying  a  toll  to  the 
turnpike  company  for  travelling  over  a  few  squares 


of  a  road  of  their  own  construction  was  not  unjust  or  op- 
pi-essive,  because  the  paving  by  the  district  was  not 
so  much  for  the  object  of  travelling,  as  it  was  to  secure 
health,  cleanliness,  and  comtbrt  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
therefore  the  assessments  paid  by  the  inliabitants  on 
Third  street  to  the  two  corporations,  were  of  a  diftisrent 
character,  and  for  different  purposes,  and  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature  in  passing  this  law  was  to  be 
gathered  from  the  state  of  things,  the  evil  complained 
of,  and  the  remedy  sought  at  the  time  time  of  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  Court  decided  that  the  Commissioners  possessed 
the  power  to  "pitch  and  pave,"  and  that  tlie  defendant 
was  liable.    Judgment  for  plaintiff. 

Miles  for  the  Commissioners.  Goodman  and  J.  It. 
Ingersoll  for.the  defendant. 


,  "  From  the  Bucks  County  Intelligencer. 

In  the  proceedings  of  Cflurt  published  in  our  last  pa- 
per, we  were  obliged  from  want  of  time,  to  notice  very 
briefly  the  trial  between  Case  and  M'Nair,  which  exci- 
ted general  interest.,  AVe  have  obtained  from  a  gentle- 
man of  the  bar,  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  taken  down  at 
the  time  it  was  delivered;  which  we  have  no  doubt  will 
he  read  with  interest  by  those  who  were  not  present  to 
hear  it.  Tlie  Lancaster  Journal  in  noticing  this  trial  ex- 
presses a  wish  to  see  tlie  grounds  upon  which  the  deci- 
sion was  made,  and  we  feel  gratified  in  being  able  to 
give  it  so  fully.  Mr.  Keynolds  will  see  that  the  decision 
was  made  upon  the  grounds  that  the  oath  was  adminis- 
tered between  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  Dedi- 
mus  issued  by  Governor  Sjiyder,  and  the  date  of  the  one 
given  by  Governor  Findlay. 

Case  vs.  — (Appeal  from  the  judgment  of 

Samuel  Atkinson,  Esq.) 

This  was  an  action  brought  before  Justice  Atkinson, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  offilty  dollars  for  taking 
illegal  fees.  M'Nair  acting  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
tiad  fined  Case  for  working  on  Sunday,  and  had  in  hia 
bills  of  costs,  cliarged  25  cents  for  entering  judgment,— 
the  legal  fee  is  eight  cents. 

M'Dou-dl  for  the  Plaintiff,  Case,  offered  in  evidence 
the  Record  of  M'^s'air's  commission  as  a  Justice. 

Fox,  for  the  Defendant  objected  that  the  Record 
made  by  the  Recorder  of  Deeds,  &c.  was  but  a  copy, 
and  could  not  be  read  in  evidence.  The  best  evuience 
is  the  original  commission,  which  must  be  produced  oif 
some  reason  shown  why  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
produce  it. — The  defendant  had  no  notice  to  produce  it 

&c.  :  . 

Judge  Boss  said  he  knew  of  no  law  authorismg  the 
Recorder  to  make  a  Record  of  commissions  of  offices. 
That  if  there  was  such  a  law,  he  knew  not  how  far  it 
might  extend,  perhaps  the  same  rule  w  hich  would  make 
a  ."lustice's  commission  a  matter  of  Record,  might  au- 
thorise the  recording  of  commissions  to  Militia  officers^ 
Canal  Commissioners,  &c.  and  that  then  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  record  would  be  evidence:  and  finally  ad- 
joui-ned  the  court  till  morning,  that  the  Counsel  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  question,  observ- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  the  Court  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  favor  the  objection.  , 

In  the  morning  M'bowell  offered  John  Hugh  Esq.  as 
a  witness,  to  prove  the  copy  of  the  commission,  or  the 
Record,  and  also  that  by  virtue  of  a  dedimus  potcstatum 
to  him  directed,  he  had  administered  the  oath  of  office 
to  M'Naii-,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  pursuance  of  the 
commission  then  before  him.  On  inspection  the  Dedi- 
mus was  found  to  be  dated  after  the  time  of  administer- 
ing the  oath.  Another  Dedim.us  to  Esq.  Pugh  was 
produced  in  which  he  was  authorised  by  Governor  Sny- 
der to  administer  the  oath  of  office,  &c.  M'Nair  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  Findl.ay. 

Fox  objected.  This  power  is  a  special  power  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  to  persons  who  have  been  or  may- 
hereafter  be  commissioned  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
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Commonwealth .  They  must  therefore  show  that  a  com- 
mission did  actually  issue  under  the  Great  Seal,  &c.  be- 
fore they  can  show  any  act  done  in  pursuance  of  this 
authority. 

M'HoweU.  This  is  a  g-eneral  power,  it  applies  to  all 
persons  ti^at  may  hereafter  be  appointed.  Would  a  com- 
mission of  itself  be  authority  sufficient  to  enable  M'Nair 
to  perform  the  duties  of  Justice  of  the  Pe;ice.  The 
oath  of  office  must  be  administered  before  lie  can  act. 
"VVe  offer  now  to  show  thHt  he  took  this  oath.  —  Sup- 
pose we  were  to  produce  a  commission,  it  would  not  be 
evidence  ofthis  authority  to  act  as  a, Justice,  unless  the 
oath  was  taken. 

fox  in  reply — Where  is  the  act  of  Assembly  which 
requ  res  a  Justice  to  be  sworn,  (Judge  Ross  referred  to 
the  Constitution) — It  has  been  said  this  is  not  a  special 
authority,  but  a  general  one.  A  serious  questron  might 
arise  whether  any  but  a  special  authority  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  authorise  any  man  to  administer  the  oath  of  of- 
fice except  the  Governor  himself— but  I  am  going-  on 
the  supposition  that  an  cath  is  to  be  administered,  but 
that  cannot  be  done  till  a  Commission  has  issued,  they 
must  then  first  show  a  commission  did  L'sue. 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  was  given  by  Ross,  Presi- 
dent. I  have  very  great  doubt  of  this  Dedlmus  authori- 
sing the  administiation  of  the  oath  in  question.  That 
doubt  does  not  arise  so  much  for  a  want  of  power  in 
the  Governor  to  delegate  his  authority,  for  I  am  satis- 
fied it.  has  been  the  usual  form,  from  the  very  first  set- 
tlement of  the  Province,  and  fias  becorae  tlie  common 
Law  of  the  Country.  There, is  considerable  force  Jn 
saying  that  the  person  to  whom  t!ie  Dedimus  is  sent  is 
only  authorised  to  swear  officers  appointed  under  the 
great  Seal.  But  I  have  a  great  doubt  of  a  Governor 
being  able  to  give  power  to  swear  officers  who  were 
not  appointed  during  the  time  ofhis  ovn  term  of  office. 
That  Governor  Snyder,  for  instance  could  give  author- 
ity to  swear  officers  appointed  by  his  successor,  his  own 
power  was  extinct  before  the  time  of  executing  the 
delegated  power.  If  a  man  has  given  a  power  of  At- 
torney and  dies,  the  power  of  Attorney  ceases  with  his 
life,  and  it  is  in  this  point  of  view  that  I  am  inclined  tu 
.think  that  Mr.  Pugh  had  no  autliority  under  this  Dedi- 
mus to  administer  the  oath  of  office  to  S.  M'Nair,  at  a 
time  after  the  Governor's  office  had  expired.  In  this 
view  connected  with  the  circumstance  of  this  Dedimus 
only  authcH-ising  him  to  administer  the  oath  to  persons 
conjmissioned  under  the  great  Seal.  I  am  strongly  in- 
clined to  say  that  Mr.  Pugh  liad  no  authority  to  swe;iF 
a  person  into  office  at  the  time  this  oath  was  adminis- 
tei'ed. 

M'BoweU'then  offered  to  prove  that  the  Record  was 
a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a  commission  under  the  great 
Seal.  -  ... 

Fox  objected  and  the  Court  sustained  the  objection, 
■when  the  Plaintiff  suffered  a  non-suit, — and  the  Justice 
saved  his  fifty  dollars,  at  the  hazard  of  unsettling  all 
the  Land  titles  which  may  liave  been  acknowledged  be- 
fore him  during  ten  years  of  supposed  ofiicial  duty, 
and  of  going  home  plain  Mr.  M'Nair. 


In  answer  to  the  Query  of  your  correspondent  in  the 
Bucks  County  Intelligencer  of  the  11th,  on  the  subject 
of  some  trees  and  plants,  wishing  information  whether 
tliey  are  indigenous  or  cultivated  in  Bucks  county,  I 
would  state  that  the  Acer  Saccharirium  or  Sug  r  Ma- 
ple, is  a  tree  of  native  growth  in  some  of  the  upper 
Townships  of  the  County,  particularly  in  Tinicum, 
•where  it  comes  to  perfection;  and  considerable  quan- 
tities of  sugar  are  made  from  it.  It  is  a  beautiful  shade 
tree,  combining  cleanliness  with  beauty,  it  is  easily  cul- 
tivated from  the  seeds,  or  raised  from  plants,  which  are 
it  this  time  fit  for  taking  up.  The  Polygala  Senega  or 
Seneca  Snake-root,  and  the  Panax  Quinquefolium  or 
Ginseng,  are  both  indigenous,  growing  in  Nockamixon 
township,  on  the  river  hills,  near  Coi.  Kitner's  tavern, 
where  there  are  a  great  variety  of  flowering  and  other 


plants,  which  I  have  not  observed  in  this  country  at  any 
other  p'ace.  Here  the  Botanist,  acccmpanied  by  a  Mi- 
neralogist might  spend  a  few  hours  of  scientific  satis- 
faction to  themselves  without  a  loss  to  society.  As  to 
the  Porcelia  triloba  or  Cii>tai  d  apple,  I  believe  it  is  not 
a  native,  nor  to  m}  knowledge  has  it  been  cultivated  in 
this  county;  but  have  heard  that  in  some  parts  of  New 
Jersey  it  has.  M. 
May  13,  1829.  .  Bucks  Int. 


A  Singular -Bird- — About  three  miles  up  the  Codo- 
rus,  there  is  a  bird  of  the  Blackbird  species,  located, 
flying  from  tree  to  tree  clapping  his  wings  and  crowing- 
like,  a  cock.  His  voice  is  so  exact  an  imitation  of  the 
Byntam,  that  like  that  fowl,  in  its  unieclaimed  state, 
it  might  lead  strangers  travelling  into  the  wild  woods, 
under  the  delusive  hope  of  finding  a  habitation.  Tin's 
bird,  we  presume,  had  been  caught  when  young,  and 
had  learned  to  crow  when  in  prison,  from  wliich  he  has, 
probably,  but  recently  made  Ids  escape. 

York  Penn.  Gazette.  • 


The  Bwarf  Persimmon. — This  shrub  is  a  native  of  the 
islands  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  is  found  in  great  quan- 
tities, below  Eshleman's  sluice  in  Lancaster  county.  It 
grows  from  two  to  four  feet  in  height,  and  when  in  full 
bearing,  is  literally  covered  with  fruit,  which  in  the 
months  of  September  and  October,  1  as  a  most  beautiful 
appearance.  The  fruit  does  not  differ  from  that  of  the 
large  tree.  .  Poukon.. 


Chambeksbuhg,  (Penn.)  >Iay  25. 

"We  are  happy  to  learn,  from  different  parts  of  our 
county,  that  the  rising  crops  of  fall  grain,  especially  the 
wheat,  look  promising. 

The  Caterpillars,  so  disgusting  in  appearance,  and  so 
destructive  to  fruit  and  oihei'  trees  la^t  )  ear,  have  again 
made  their  appearance  this  season,  in  ^uch  numbers  in 
some  places,  as  at  tfiis  period  to  wholly  deter  an}'  exer- 
tion towards  their  extirpation.  This  was  to  have  been 
expected,  and  ought  to  have  been  attended  to  wliilst 
their  nests  were  small  and  easily  destro}  ed. 


'  ■   ~    -  Harhisbcik;,  May  23. 

Penvsyhonia  Caval  —  The  water  was  let  into  the 
canal,  about  9  miles  above  this.place,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  present  week  In  passing  through  the  Narrows, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Kiitatinny  mountain,  it  leaked  in  every 
quarter  so  much  that  we  understand  that  it  will  have  to 
be  planked,  at  least  one  mile,  before  the  canal  can  be 
rendered  navigable  above  Middletown.    -  Argus. 


Garret  D.  Wall,  John  Rutheiford  and  Caleb  Newbold, 
Esquires,  have  been  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  New 
Jei-sey,  Commissioners  to  treat  with  Pennsylvania,  rela- 
tive to  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware,  under  the 
law  of  last  session.  David  Scott,  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred 
and  Abiah  Sharp,  are  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Pennsylvania. 


May  26.  At  20  minutes  past  three  o'clock,  yester- 
day afternoon,  we  received  by  the  Union  Line  the  New 
York  Daily  Advertiser  of  3esterday  morning.  The  Line 
left  New  Yoik  at  6  o'clock,  and  as  just  slated,  arrived 
here  at  20  minutes  past  three — thus  performing  the  trip 
in  the  remarkably  short  period  of  9  hours  and  20  min- 
utes. Aurora. 


The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  appointed 
Thomas  Bradford,  Jr.  Inspector  of  the  Eastern  Peni- 
tentiary, in  place  af  Roberts  Vaux,  resigned. 

General  Robert  Patterson  has  been  appointed  Canal 
Commissioner  in  the  room  of  B.  W.  Richards.  Esq.  re- 
signed. 
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Some  Particulars  relating  to  the  Commencement  and  Pro- 
gress of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

1742.  After  the  d^ath  of  the  Rev-.  Mi-b  Ciimming's, 
who  had  served  as  rtctor  for  the  space  of  sixteen 
years  with  great  approbation,  the  church  was  supplied 
for  a  short  time  by  the  clerg'ymen  who  were  officiating' 
in  the  neighboring'  towns.  Among  others  the  name  of 
the  Rev.  JEneas  Ross  is  mentioned,  whose  service  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  the  congregation.  In  this  year  the 
following  address  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Bishop 
of  London. 

The  humble  address  of  the  Church  wardens  and  vestry 
of  Christ  Church,  in  Philadelphia. 
May  it  please  your  lordship, 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cum- 
mings,  our  late  worthy  pastor,  an  address,  dated  the 
2od  of  April,  1741,  was  drawn  up  and  sent  to  your  lord- 
ship from  the  then  vestry  of  this  church,  humbly  re- 
questing your  lordship  to  licence  and  send  over  a  min- 
ister to  us  worthy  of  your  lordship's  esteem  and  fatherly 
advice;  to  which  address  we  have  not  hitherto  been  so 
-  happy  as  to  receive  any  answer  from  your  lordship. 
The  Rev.  missionaries  of  this  province  diligently  of- 
ficiated by  turns  in  our  church  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  iEneas  Ross,  who  has  since  by  his  prudent 
and  indefatigable  pains,  constantly  supplied  this  ciire 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  congregation,  whereby 
he  has  so  justly  merited  a  general  esteem,  that  we  the 
church  wardens  &  vestry,moved  by  our  own  inclinations 
as  well  as  the  frequent  importunities  of  the  parishioners, 
do  unanimously  request  your  lordship's  licence  and  ap- 
probation of  him  for  this  churcli,  if  before  this  comes 
to  hand  your  lordship  has  not  appointed  another. 

We  are  not  insensible  of  the  uneasiness  and  concern 
some  different  representations  from  this  congregation 
many  have  given  your  lordship;  notwithstanding  which 
we  hope  the  present  vestry,  and  mefnbers  of  this  church 
in  general  will  always  think  it  their  indispensable  duty 
zealously  to  pursue  such  measures,  as  may  be  most  like- 
ly to  promote  true  piety  and  virtue,  secure  the  peace 
of  this  church,  and  establish  unanimity  amongst  us; 
supported  by  a  strict  observance  of  the  wholesome 
rules  and  canons  of  the  church  of  England  as  by  law  es- 
tablished: always  bearing  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  and 
jurisdiction  of  your  lordship,  our  lawful  diocesan,  in 
which  high  and  dignified  station  may  your  lordship  long 
continue,  is  tlie  ardent  prayer  of, 

May  it  please  your  lordship, 
Your  lordship's  most 

Dutiful  sons  and  servants. 
The  foregoing  address  was  forwarded  to  England  in 
the  month  of  May ;  and  in  July  following  a  letter  was 
received  by  the  vestry  from  tlie  Rev.  Robert  Jenney, 
then  in  London,  but  who  was  well  known  in  this  coun- 
try having  officiated  as  a  missionary  in  the  state  of  New 
York.  From  this  letter  it  appears  that  Mr.  Jenney,  at 
the  recommendation  of  some  of  the  fi  iends  of  this 
church  in  England,  had  received  a  licence  to  officiate 
according  to  the  application  of  the  vestry  before  refer- 
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red  to;  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  leave  London  in 
May,  in  tlie  expectation  of  reaching  New  York  in  July. 
This  letter  was  answered  by  the  vestry,  approving  Mr. 
Jenney's  intention;  and  a  resolution  passed  that  the  an- 
swer should  be  sent  to  New  York  to  await  his  arrival. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  this  measure  was  very 
near  producing  sei'ious  divisions  in  the  cosgregatior. 
The  Kev.  Mr  Ross  had  been  for  a  considerable  time  of- 
ficiating with  unusual  success,  and  the  Rev.  Mn  Jenney 
but  little  known  to  the  people;  a  remonstrance  was 
drawn  up,  urging  upon  the  vestry  not  to  take  any  step 
which  might  encourage  Air.  Jenney  in  his  intention  of 
coming  to  Philadeljjhia;  and  particularly  not  to  send 
their  letter  to  meet  him  in  New  York.  This  paper  was 
signed  by  44  persons,  members  of  the  congregation.  The 
vestry,  however,  conceiving  themselves  bound  to  con- 
firm the  appointment  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  made  at 
their  request;  and  the  application  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Ross 
having  been  made  under  this  special  provision,  sent 
the  letter,  inviting  Mr.  Jenney  to  the  church. 

On  Mr.  Jenney's  arrival  in  New  York,  which  was  not 
until  October,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  ves- 
try, accompanying  one  from  the  Bishop  in  London. 

New  York,  October  12,  1742. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  arrived  yesterday,  I  received  your  kind  let* 
ter  of  the  8th  of  July,  signifying  your  ready  compliance 
with  my  Lord  of  London's  licence  to  me  to  be  minister 
of  your  congregation,  and  professing  your  hope  that  by 
our  joint  endeavours  in  the  discharge  of  our  respective 
duties  and  obligations  to  each  other,  we  may  by  the 
blessing  of  God, live  together  in  that  peaceable  harmony 
which  becomes  true  members  of  the  church  of  England. 
I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  first,  and  make  no  doUbt  of 
the  other,  since  I  am  fully  resolved  by  the  grace  of  God, 
if  we  come  together,  to  do  my  part  towards  it,  and 
make  no  question  of  the  congregation  doing  theirs. 

But  whereas,  I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  are 
divisions  amongst  you,  and  that  some  oppose  my  settle- 
ment there,  and  considering  that  I  am  easy  in  my  parish 
of  Hemstead,  and  am  indulged  by  my  superiors  the  lib- 
erty of  choosing  in  which  place  to  settle;  I  must  beg 
the  favour  to  be  informed  how  that  affair  stands,  and 
withal  whether  I  may  depend  upon  being  initiated  in 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  which  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Cummings  enjoyed,  without  which  I  cannot  think  of 
rem.oving  from  Hemstead. 

I  send  inclosed  my  Lord  of  London's  letter. 
Your  most  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  JENNEY. 
The  following  is  the  Bishop's  letter,  inclosed: 

Whitehall,  March  29,  1742. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  waited  a  good  while  in  hopes  of  hearing  that 
the  differences  among  yourselves  about  a  new  minister 
were  adjusted,  and  that  you  had  unanimously  agreed  in 
recommending  some  worthy  person  to  be  licenced  by 
me,  or  in  directing  me  to  send  such  an  one  from  hence. 
It  could  not  be  supposed  that  I  should  send  any  person 
who  had  no  other  concern  in  the  Plantations,  under  an 
uncertainty  whether  he  would  be  received  or  not;  but 
as  the  bearer,  Mr.  Jenney  is,  and  has  long  been  a  mis- 
sionary from  the  society  here  to  a  cure  in  the  province 
of  New  Yerk,  and  is  a  person  whom  I  believe  to  be  ex- 
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ceedingly  well  qualified  in  all  respects  to  succeed  your 
late  worthy  minister,  Mi'.Cummliigs,  I  was  willing-  upon 
his  return  from  hence  to  his  cure  in  New  York,  to  grant 
him  a  provisional  licence  to  your  churcli  on  supposition 
that  he  would  be  received  there  in  such  a  manner  as 
mig-ht  encourag-e  him  to  quit  his  present  mission,  and  to' 
remove  to  Philadelpliia. 

I  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
your  ciiurcli,  ami  earnestly  recommending  to  you  all, 
to  pursue  the  same  good  end,  I  pray  for  the  divine  bles- 
sing- upon  you  and  your  proceedings,  and  remain 
..    ....      .       ,    Your  assured  friend, 

■    ■  EDM.  LONDON. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  the 

vestry  of  Philadelphia.  ..^  •■  -.  ■■.  •  •■'  ,  •. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  these  letters,  the  vestr}',  it 
is  presumed  with  the  concurrence  of  the  congregation, 
as  we  hear  no  more  of  any  opposition,  wrote  to  Mr.Jen- 
ney,  inviting  him  to  come  on,  and  assured  him  that  he 
sliould  enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  advantages  as  had 
been  allowed  to  tlie  late  Rector,  and  at  the  same  time 
requesting  him  to  accept  and  approve  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ross  to  be  his  assistant  in  the  church. 

AVe  cannot  rend  the  foregoing  papers,  and  recur  to 
(lie  circumstances  under  which  tliey  were  written,  with- 
out admiring  on  the  one  hand,  the  prudent  and  pious 
care  manifested  by  the  Bishop  of  London  over  this  dis- 
tant congregation,  and  on  the  other  the  dignified  course 
■  pursued  by  the  vestry,  and  their  uniform  submission 
and  respect  to  that  authority  under  whiih  they  were 
placed.    The  relation  in  which  a  Bishop  stands  to  the 
individual  churches  under  his  care  is  one  of  the  most 
solemn  and  interesting  which  can  well  be  conceived. — 
If  he  be  a  conscientious  man,  and  underthe  infiuence  of 
that  high  responsibility  imposed  upon  him  by  his  conse- 
cration vows,  we  may  suppose  his  whole  heart  engaged 
in  tlie  promotion  of  the  great  ends  of  his  oflice — his 
wiiole  time  devoied  to  serious  reflection  upon  the  best 
interests  of  the  flock  committed  to  his  care;  and  all  his 
opinions  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  respect.    It  augurs 
well  when  such  authority  is  regarded  with  veneration — 
when  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  Bishop  is  consider- 
ed parmount  to  individual  predilections,  and  the  people 
under  rule  are  seen  on  all  occasions  looking  up  to  their 
spiritual  shepherd,  incjuirlng  the  way  at  his  hand. — 
This  we  are  inclined  to  believe  is  a  greater  security  for 
that  order  wliich  constitutes  the  perfection  of  our  ec- 
clesiastical institutions,  than  respect  fur  an  individual, 
however  exalted,  or  well  deserved;  it  is  a  religious  prin- 
ciple operating  under  all  circumstances  to  the  promotion 
of  the  same  end,  while  the  other  will  always  be  found 
wavering  under  peculiar  embarrassments,  and  prefer- 
ring private  prejudices  to  the  public  good.    In  this 
point  of  view  the  course  adopted  by  tlie  vestry  in  re- 
lation to  this  as  well  as  other  circumstances  involving 
the  superintendance  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  presents 
an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  vestrys;  and 
affords  a  striking  evidence  of  the  superlorlt)'  of  our 
church  discipline,  when  it  is  exercised  with  piety  and 
judgment,  and  submitted  to  as  becometh  christians. 

In  November  of  this  year.  Dr.  Jenney  came  on  to 
Philudeli)hla,  accepted  tlie  rectorship  of  the  churifli, 
and  presented  his  licence  from  the  Bishop  of  London, 
in  the  following  form : 

Eii3;uNn,  by  divine  permission.  Bishop  of  London,  to 
onr  beloved  in  Chrl^t,  Robert  Jenney,  Dr.  of  Laws, 
f;lerk.  Grceiing. 

We  do  hereby  give  and  grant  to  you,  in  whose  fidel- 
ity, morals,  learning,  sovind  doctrine,  and  diligence  we 
do  fully  confide,  our  licence  and  authority  to  continue 
only  during  our  pleasure,  to  perform  the  ministerial  of- 
fice in  Christ  church  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  colony  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  reading  the  Common  Pra3'er,  and  per- 
forming other  ecclesiastical  duties  belonging  to  the 
said  office,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  made  and  jniblibhed  l>y  au- 
thority of  parliament,  and  the  canons  and  constitutions 


in  that  behalf  lawfully  established  and  promulged,  and 
not  otherwise  or  in  any  other  manner,  (you  having  first 
before  us  subscribed  the  articles,  and  taken  the  oaths 
which  ill  this  case  are  required  to  be  subscribed  and 
taken.) 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  our  Episcopal  sea5 
to  be  hereto  affixed,  dated  at  Whitehall,  the  31st  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1742,  and  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  our  translation. 

-       _    EDMUND  fi.  5". J  LONDON. 
The  vestry  at  this  same  meeting"  proceeded  formally 
to  accept  and  admit  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jenney  as  their  rec- 
tor, and  at  their  request  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross  was  approv- 
ed as  his  assistant. 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jenney,  though  not  immediately  connected  with  his  re- 
lation to  Christ  church  will  not  lall  to  be  interesting: 

He  came  to  this  country  as  a  missionary,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  fjr- 
eign  parts,  in  the  year  1722,  and'  was  first  settled  at 
lii/c,  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  in  the  state  of  New- 
York.  Wlicn  he  first  took  charge  of  this  congregation^ 
it  consisted  of  about  SOU  persons,  but  was  considerably 
enlarged  in  the  few  years  that  he  remained.  In  1725 
the  society  removed  him  to  Hcmstead,  Long  Island,  to 
succeed  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas,  who  died  the  year  be- 
fore; here  he  remained  mi  til  his  settlement  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  1742,  having  laboured  for  the  society  tvk'enty 
years,  according  to  their  own  testimony,  a  faithful  min- 
ister of  Jesus  Cln  ist. 

1742.  July— The  Rev.  Dr.  Jenney  was  now  settled 
in  Christ  Church  as  Rector,  and  was  assisted  in  his  du- 
ties by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross.  In  return  for  the  care  and 
attention  which  the  bishop  of  London  had  always  shown 
towards  this  Church,  and  particularly  on  this  occasion, 
a  respectful  letter  was  sent  to  him  signed  by  the  war- 
dens, and  each  member  of  the  vestry.  In  this  commu- 
nication, they  thank  the  lord  bishop  for  approving  and 
sending  Dr.  Jenney  to  the  care  of  this  Church,  a  per- 
son so  exceedingly  well  qualified  for  so  good  a  trusty 
they  express  their  hopes  that  under  his  wise  conduct 
and  pious  labours,  that  peace  and  iinanimity  recommen- 
ded by  his  lordship  would  be  continued  and  promoted^ 
and  state  that  in  the  short  time  which  Dr.  Jenney  had 
been  among  them,  it  appeared  to  be  the  zealous  incli- 
nation of  evei  y  member  of  the  congregation,  to  recom- 
mend themselves  to  his  lordship's  favor  by  a  behaviour 
becoming  true  members  of  a  Christian  Church. 

1743— In  this  year  the  Rev.Mr.Ross  stated,  in  a  letter 
to  the  vestry,  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  wish  to. 
withdraw  from  his  present  situation,  and  take  charge  of 
Oxford  and  Whltemarsh  churches;  where  he  had  be 
fore  officiated:  he  stated  that,  upon  his  arrival  from 
England  in  1741,  he  found  this  cliurch  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the"  late  worthy  Rector,  the' Rev.  Mr.  Cum- 
mings,  at  which  time,  he  was  requested,  together  with 
some  of  the  other  missionaries  to  officiate  in  turn,  that 
this  arrangement  did  not  continue  long:  «hen  :it  the  re- 
quest of  the  vestry  he  took  the  care  of  the  Church  al- 
together upon  himself,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  bishop 
of  liOndon  should  be  known:  and  that  he  continued  un- 
til the  arrival  of  Dr.  Jenney  to  supply  the  Church,  since 
which  time  he  acted  as  his  assistant.  It  does  not  appear 
that  Mr.  Ross  was  at  all  dissatisfied  with  any  circumstan- 
ces which  had  taken  place,  either  with  regard  to  the 
congregation  or  the  Rector;  but  urged  the  slate  of  his 
health,  which  had  become  impaired,  and  his  desire  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  before  named  Churches^ 
as  the  motives  leading- him  to  take  the  present  step.  lis 
the  conclusion  of  his  letter,  he  returns  his  thanks  to  the 
vestry,  for  their  regards  and  civilities  from  time  to  time 
shown  him,  and  assures  them  that  he  should  not  cease 
to  make  supplication  to  Almighty  God  for  their  tempo- 
ral and  etern:^l  happiness. 

The  vestry,  on  their  part,  acknowledged  the  faithful 
services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross;  expressed  their  high 
sense  of  his  character,  as  amati  and  a  Christian  minister: 
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and  assured  him  that  they  should  at  all  times  think 
themselves  under  an  obligation  to  render  him  all  the 
good  services  in  their  power. 

1744. — The  Church  having-  been  found  too  small  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  congreg-ation,  it  was  some 
time  before  they  resolved  to  enlarge  it,  by  the  addition 
of  thirty-three  feet,  to  the  west  end,  together  with  the 
foundation  for  a  tower  and  steeple;  this  work  was  now 
reported  to  be  finished. 

1749. — The  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel, 
at  the  request  of  Dr.  Jenney,  this  year  appropriated  the 
sum  of  £30  per  annum,  as  a  salary  tor  a  catechetical  lec- 
turer in  Philadelphia;  at  the  same  time  stating  by  their 
secretary,  that  a  proper  person  should  be  selected  in 
this  country,  and  sent  to  England  i'or  orders.  About 
the  same  time  a  letter  was  received  ft-om  Dr.  Barckley 
of  New-York,  recommending  a  young  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Sturgeon,  as  a  suitable  person  for  an  assistant 
sninister.  Mr.  Sturgeon  had  just  taken  his  degrees  at 
the  College  of  New  England,  and  being  in  town  was  cal- 
led in,  and  requested  to  read  from  the  pulpit  one  of 
archbishop  Tillotson's  sermons,  in  order  that  the  vestry 
might  be  able  to  judge  of  his  voice  and  manner. 

It  appears  they  were  well  satisfied:  for  having  deter- 
mined to  accept  the  offer  of  the  society,  and  establish  a 
chatechetical  lecturer,  it  was  resolved  to  send  Mr.  Stur- 
geon to  England  for  orders,  and  appoint  him  both  lectu- 
rer and  assistant  minister. 

1747. — Mr.  Sturgeon  returned  from  England.and  v^as 
received  by  the  vestry:  he  entered  immediately  upon 
the  duties  of  his  station. 

1751. — Having  finished  the  Church  and  become  sup- 
plied with  an  assistant  minister,  it  was  determined  now 
to  proceed  and  erect  the  steeple,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
cure a  set  of  bells,  as  soon  as  that  work  should  be  com- 
pleted. The  work  was  commenced  at  this  time,  and 
finished  in  1753,  when  the  sum  of  £731  5s.  currency 
was  appropriated  for  a  ring  of  bells. 

1753 — A  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  Bearcoft,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  for- 
eign parts,  acquainting  the  Kev.  Dr.  Jenney,  that  the 
Ilev.  Charles  Chambers,  had  left  an  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  for  the  purchase  of  books  to  be  given  and  dis- 
posed of  as  the  Society  should  direct,  and  that  they  had 
accordingly  determined  that  the  above  amount  should  be 
laid  out  in  books  fortlie  use  of  ChribtChurch  in  Philadel- 
phia, to  be  under  the  care  of  the  minister  and  vestry,  of 
the  said  church.  The  number  of  volumes  sent  on  this 
occasion,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  foKos,  nine- 
teen quartos  and  two  hundred  and  seven  octavos.  '1  hese 
books  are  at  this  presest  time  in  a  good  state  of  preser- 
vation, but  few  volumes  have,  however,  been  added  to 
the  nvmiber.  . 

1758 — In  June  of  this  year,lt  was  proposed  by  several 
members  of  the  congregation,,  as  an  object  highly  de- 
sirable, to  have  a  new  Church  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town.  The  vestry  considered  tlie  subject,  concluded 
that  an  additional  place  of  worship  was  much  wanted, 
and,  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  subscriptions, 
for  this  purpose.  It  appears  that  a  lot  of  land,  part  of 
the  same  on  which  St.  Peter's  Church  now  stands,  had 
been  previously  granted  by  the  proprietors,  as  a  proper 
site. 

While  the  vcstrj  were  sitting  and  deliberating  on  this 
subject,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Kev.  Dr.  Jenney, 
which  having  probably  been  the  cause  vvhy  the  new 
Church  was  associated  with  the  other,  we  give  entire. 
"Gentlemen.  The  condition  which  I  am  in,  makes  it 
impossible  for  me  to  express  my  sentiments^  which  I 
would  freely  do  in  relation  to  the  new  Church  you  pro- 
pose to  build,  and  therefore  I  think  it  necessary  for  me 
to  deliver  them  in  writing.  Your  proposal  of  the  thing 
in  vestry,  seems  to  intimate  that  you  design  that  it  shall 
be  in  such  a  manner  as  may  regularly  fall  under  the  con- 
sideration of  that  body,  which  I  think  it  canviot  do  un- 
less the  design  is,  that  both  the  congregations  shall  be 
united  in  the  closest  manner  In  doctrine,  discipline,  and 


Church  government;  otherwise  you  would  make  us  to 
he  fch  dcse,  by  contributing  to  ruin  the  peace,  unity 
and  concord  of  our  Church,  and  gratify  the  worst  mo- 
tive of  our  enemies.    And  1  sec  no  way  that  we  can 
keep  up  this  unity,  but  by  making  the  new  Church  a 
Chapel  of  ease  to  the  old,  and  both  togetlier  to  be  one 
congregation,  under  one  minister  or  rectoi-,  (any  other 
minister  engaged,  besides  being  his  assistant, and  acting 
as  such)  to  be  also  under  the  same  set  of  Church  ward- 
ens and  vestrymen,  chosen  as  usual,  every  one  having  a 
vote  in  the  election, &being  entitled  to  be  choscn(lf  a  ma- 
jority shall  think  fit)by  those  who  have  a  seat  or  sitting  in 
eitherof  the  Churches;and  that  nothing  done  by  one, sep- 
arate from  the  othcr,shall  be  good  and  valid.  If  you  keep 
to  this  unity,  I  heartily  join  in  recommending  the  pro- 
moting of  it;  otherwise  I  am  against  it,  and  declare  that 
if  the  vestry  consent  to  promote  the  building  without 
this  understanding,  we  betray  our  trust,  give  up  the 
unity  of  the  Church,  and  contribute  to  promote  discord, 
division,  and  schism  in  it.    1  hope,  gentlemen,  as  you 
know  the  condition  1  am  in,*  you  cannot  imagine  that  I 
have  any  selfish  view  in  what  I  say.    If  1  had,  I  cannot 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  it  long,  and  I  solemnly  declare,  that 
the  real  interests  of  our  holy  Church  are  my  sole  motive. 
I  pray  God  may  direct  you  to  consider  in  all  your  con- 
sultations his  glory,  the  good  of  his  Church,  and  the 
eternal  salvation  of  souls. 

Ronr.uT  Jenket. 
There  were  several  reasons  operating  at  the  period 
the  above  letter  was  written,  in  favour  of  the  opin- 
ion therein  expressed,  which  at  the  present  time  liave 
ceased  to  apply.  Among  others  we  would  mention, 
the  great  distance  at  which  the  churches  here,  were 
placed  from  Episcopal  superintendance.  As  there  was 
no  bishop  in  this  country,  to  whom  dilFerences  of  opin- 
ion might  be  submitted,  and  who  could  act  as  a  media- 
tor in  healing  divisions,  there  certainly  was  danger  to 
be  appreliended  in  the  multiplication  of  Churches,  par- 
ticularly in  the  same  neighbourhood.  This  appears  to 
have  been  the  principal  difficulty  anticipated  by  Dr. 
Jenney.  At  the  present  time,  however,  this  cause  does 
not  operate,  and  we  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
most  judicious  members  of  our  communion;  both  among- 
the  clergy,  and  laity,  that  associate  Churches  are  not 
friendly  to  the  proper  discharge  of  parochial  duty.  It 
is  generally  admitted,  that  one  single  congregation  par- 
ticularly such  as  are  found  in  cities,  i-equires  the  whole 
attention  of  a  clergyman.  To  multiply  churches  un« 
der  the  care  of  the  same  person,  therefore,  is  providing 
more  duty  than  any  one  man  is  able  to  perform. 

This  difficulty,  it  may  be  thought,  is  removed  by  hav- 
ing assistant  ministers,  who  can  share  the  labour.  Ex- 
perience, I  believe,  shows  that  in  most  cases  assistant 
ministers,are  not  enabled  to  perform  many  parts  of  duty, 
which  arc  regarded  as  belonging  more  particularly  to 
the  rector,  and  which,  therefore,  remains  undone.-^ 
There  is  also  a  formidable  objection  to  associate  church- 
esj  arising  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  duties 
of  the  sacred  office  are  performed.  IJcllglous  instruc- 
tion, like  every  other  kind,  if  it  be  profitiiblc,  ought 
to  be  in  such  order  that  one  subject  will  naturally  ])re- 
])are  the  way  for  tlie  other.  'l"o  hear  a  discourse  in  the 
morning,  upon  one  point  of  doctrine,  and  in  the  after- 
noon upon  another,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  on  a 
third,  and  so  to  have  the  mind  continually  vibrating  be- 
tween different  topics,  \yill,  in  a  great  measure,  defeat 
the  end  of  preaching.  If  there  are  more  than  two 
Churches  united,  another  inconvenience  arises,  that 
there  will  be  one  of  them  in  \vhich  the  rector  is  not 
seen,  every  Sunday,  and  in  neither  more  than  half  the 
day.  There  appears  to  be  no  little  inconsistency  in  a 
shepherd  having  so  large  a  flock,  that  he  cannot  visit 
and  administer  to  their  necesities,  once  at  least  in 
every  week. 

*  Dr.  Jenney  was  at  this  time  70  years  of  age,  and 
afflicted  with  both  paralytic  and  asthmatic  complaints. 
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Captain  William  Clymer,  who  died  about  this  time, 
left  by  his  will  1100  to  the  ministry  and  vestry  of  this 
Church;  the  interest  of  which,  he  directed  should  be 
annually  distributed  among'  twelve  poor  widows,  be- 
longing to  the  congregation.  The  1100  was  laid  out, 
and  continues  in  two  per  cent. 

1/59.    Mr.  Jacob  Duche  having  determined  to  send 
for  his  son  then  at  Cambridge  in  England,  who  was  de- 
signed for  the  ministry,  requested  that  the  vestry  would 
address  the  lord  bishop  of  London,  that  he  miglit  be 
admitted  into  holy  orders,  and  licensed  to  officiate  in 
Philadelphia.    In  compliance  with  this  request,  the 
vestry  wrote  a  letter,  praying  his  lordship  to  ordain, 
and  licence  Mr.  Duche  as  an  assistant  minister  in  Christ 
Church.    In  July  of  this  same  year,  the  following  let- 
ter was  received  from  the  Rev.  Jacob  Duche,  then  in 
London,  having  been  admitted  to  deacon's  orders. 
7\)  ike  Bev.  ike  Minister,  Ckurch  Wardens  and  Vestry- 
men of  Ckrist  Ckurch  Pkiladelpkia. 
Gentlemen, — I  think  myself  bound  in  gratitude  to 
send  you  my  sincere  thanks,  for  your  very  kind  recom- 
mendation of  me  to  the  lord  bishop  of  London  for  holy 
orders  appointing  me,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  as- 
sistant ministers  of  your  Churches  at  Philadelphia. — 
Before  the  receipt  of  your  letters  and  address,  his  lord- 
ship had  been  graciously  pleased,  notwithstanding  my 
want  of  age,  to  grant  me  deacon's  orders,  with  a  licence 
to  exercise  my  function  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  well  in  consequence  of  my  recommendatory  letters 
from  Philadelphia,  and  my  testimonials  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge,  as  at  the  particular  instance  and 
request  of  my  late  worthy  tutor,  the  Provost  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Pennsylvania.    Young  as  I  am,  persons  as  young 
have  been  admitted  into  orders,  yet  as  I  could  not  have 
claimed  these  singular  favours  from  the  rules  on  some  oc- 
casion prescribed  by  the  church, or  from  any  extraordi- 
nary merit  of  my  own,I  shall  ever  acknowledge  them  with 
the  sincerest  gratitude ;and shall  spare  no  pains,in  the  ex- 
ercise of  my  ministerial  duty  at  Philadelphia,  well  know- 
ing that  this  will  be  the  best  step  I  can  take,  towards 
discharging  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  my  lord  of 
London  and  to  you. 

lam  gentlemen,  " ;  , 

with  all  due  respect, 
■  •'  ■■  ■'■  •  your  most  humble  servant. 

Jacob  Duche,  C^erk. 

London,  Marck  IStk  1759. 

Mr.  Duche  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  September, 
and  was  immediately  received  by  the  minister  and  ves- 
try, as  one  of  their  assistant  ministers.  - 
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'  Gsif.  Maxweil  to  Geu.  Lacet. 

Dear  General — I  have  wrote  to  you  once  this  day;  but 
I  believe  you  have  not  received  it.  I  could  wish  to  see 
you  here  this  evening  to  talk  of  some  matters  of  conse- 
quence. I  beg  you  will  come,  if  possible.  I  have  heard, 
but  do  not  much  believe  it,  that  a  large  party  had  come 
out  from  town,  up  the  Bristol  road.  I  will  send  a  few 
horse  to  fall  in  pretty  low  down.  This  night  I  wish  you 
might  send  to  the  same  road,  for  intelligence.  1  met  a 
small  party  of  yours  near  the  Billet;  and  I  thought  it  was 
best  they  should  go  down  and  discover  what  they  could. 
I  would  be  glad  to  know  why  you  was  stopping-  your 
scouting  parties.  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  has 
ordered  that  you  should  be  under  my  direction.  I  want 
to  see  you  much.  I  am,  dear  general, 

Your  most  humble  servant. 
Gen.  Lacey..  W^M.  MAXWELL,  B.  G, 

Suri-down,  May  9ik,  17T8,  ■    r : 


— they  put  up  on  the  hill  at  one  of  the  M'Lean^s.  We 
purpose  filing  off  between  day  light  and  sunrise;  and 
the  old  man  purposes  to  bring  us  down  by  the  meeting- 
house to  the  cross-roads.  I  expect  to  be  with  you  tol- 
.erable  early.  Try  to  get  some  provisions  for  me.  I  have 
seen  a  deserter  out  of  town  to-day,  that  saw  some  of  the 
sailors  this  morning  that  returned  from  Bordentown. — 
Possibly  there  may  be  some  yet  near  Bordentown.  Try 
to  have  good  intelligence  as  soon  as  possible.  I  pur- 
pose sending  this  by  a  tight  horse  in  the  morning.  The 
deserter  says  England  has  declared  war  against  France. 

I  am,  dear  general, 
Your  most  humble  servant, 
Brig.  Gen,  Lacet,?  WM.  MAXWELI^ 

at  Cross-Roads.  5 

lOlk  May,  1778,  9  o'clock  ' 

■  ,  ■  Geit.  "Maxweii,  to  Gen.  Lacet.  _ 
Dear  General — The  party  with  the  cannon  is  now  li 
miles  from  me,  refreshing  themselves.  I  have  sent  your 
party,  that  was  here,  to  South  Wales  meeting  housej 
who  are  to  stay  there  and  watch  the  roads,  and  send  us 
intelligence,  till  further  orders.  I  have  sent  the  light 
horse  for  the  artillery;  and  will  come  on  as  soon  as  they 
arrive.  If  you  have  any  intelUgence,  send  it  to  me;  and 
spare  no  pains  to  procure  such  as  may  be  depended  up- 
on. Send  me  one  of  the  light  horse  back  immediately, 
with  what  intelligence  you  have. 

I  am,  dear  general. 
Your  most  humble  sei-vant. 
Gen.  Lacey.  WM.  MAXWELL. 

11th  May,  1778,  11  o'clock. 


Gen. 


Maxwell  to  Gen.  Lacet. 

Latham' s  tavern,  kalf  past  two. 
Dear  General — I  have  your  favor  of  one  o'clock,  and 
find  by  it  the  enemy  is  returned  to  the  city.  We  liave 
no  further  business  here.  I  will  return  to  the  Cross- 
roads this  evening-.  I  wish  you  and  your  party  could 
come  near  us,  somewhere  near  Hart's,  that  I  might  see 
you  this  evening.  I  am  afraid  the  enemy  may  have  some 
designs,  possibly  on  our  camp.  I  have  got  some  floar — 
I  wish  you  could  direct  me  where  I  could  get  some  pork 
or  beef  I  heard  there  was  some  near  Doylestown.  _  If 
you  have  any  there  that  you  can  spare,  send  me  notice. 
,  I  am,  dear  general, 

'  '  ■'       Your  most  humble  servt.. 

Gen.  Lacey.  WM.  MAXWELL. 

ml  May,  1778:       .  . .  — 

Gen.  Washington  to  Gen.  Lacet. 
Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  May  11,  1778. 
Sir— Brigadier  General  Potter's  return  from  the  west- 
ward, affords  mc  an  opportunity  of  relieving  you  in  the 
command  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia;  which  must  have 
been  fatiguing,  considering  the  smallness  of  your  num- 
bers, and  the  constant  motion  which  you  have  conse- 
quently been  obliged  to  be  in. 

As  General  Pot^ter  is  in  a  great  measure  a  stranger  to 
the  country,  and  to  the  people  among  whom  he  is  to 
act,  t  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  remain  with 
him  a  few  days,  to  give  him  a  general  idea  of  the  roads; 
-and  to  make  him  acquainted  with  those  upon  whom  he 
can  depend  as  guides,  for  intelligence,  and  for  other 


Gen.  Maxwell  to  Gen.  Lacet. 
Dear  General — While  I  was  writing  to  you  this  even 
ing,  and  to  his  Excellenc}',  and  had  sent  on  the  troops, 


purposes. 


Brig.  Gen.  Lacet 
Bucks  county. 


■I 


I  am,  sir, 
Your  most  obdt.  servt. 
GO:  WASHINGTON. 


TiMOTHT  Matlack,  Esa-  TO  Gen.  Lacet. 

Lancaster,  May  IG,  1778. 
Sir — The  bearer  hereof  delivered  to  the  President 
your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.*  and  now  calls  for  an  answer; 


*  Giving  an  account  of  the  surprise,  at  the  Billet,  m 
I  nearly  the  same  terms  with  that  to  Gen.  Wash  ington; 
some  rain  came  on,  and  it  threatened  to  be  a  wet  night  I  and  therefore  onrjittec}. 
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but  as  the  Council  have  just  received  intellrgcnce  from 
the  westward  which  makes  it  necessary  to  give  immedi- 
ate attention  to  the  defence  of  that  qiuirter,  ag-ainst  the 
Indians — several  people  having-  been  killed  on  the  Bald 
Eagle — I  have,  therefore,  not  detained  the  messenger 
as  there  is  no  material  order  to  be  given. _  Your  conduct 
is  highly  approved:  and  your  men  have  justly  acqaired 
great  reputation  by  their  bravery. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 
Your  friend  and  hble.  servt. 
TY.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
One  class  of  Philadelphia  county  militia  is  ordered  to 
join  you — the  first  order  having,  it  seems,  not  been 
complied  with. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lacet.  —  . 

Gen.  Lacet  to  Gbt{^  WASHiirGTOir. 

5«cArs,  June  6tk,  1778.  - 
Sip — The  militia  are  free,  and  leave  this  to-morrow 
morning;  except  thirteen  men  from  Bucks,  and  about 
ten  from  Philadelphia  county,  just  arrived.  Application 
js  made  by  the  President  of  Bucks  county  Sessions  for 
a  party  of  men  to  bring  the  prisoners,  sent  to  Easton  by 
the  Magistracy  of  this  county,  to  Plumstead  township, 
where  June  Court  is  to  be  held  next  week.  I  have 
thought  proper  to  order  these  two  little  parties  on  the 
above  business;  as  the  prisoners  are  numerous — I  believe 
upwards  of  thirty:  and  chiefly  market  people. 

This  post  is  now  left  entirely  naked;  but  I  am  told 
some  more  militia  are  on  their  way. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  libl.  servt. 
His  Ex.  Gen.  Washington.  J.  LACEY. 

Gen.  Lacet  to  the  Colonels  op  his  Brigade. 
1  (Circular.) 

June  'nd,  1778. 

Sir — His  Excellency  Gen.  AVashington  requests  a  par- 
ty of  Militia  from  Bucks  county  may  be  collected  and 
inarched  into  the  .lersey's,  to  hang  on,  and  harrass  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  This  request  he  made  to  Col.  Kirk- 
bride;  which  the  Colonel  made  me  acquainted  with  this 
evening — and  I  join  heartily  with  him  to  cari-y  it  into 
execution;  and  ca'll  upon  you  to  lend  a  hand,  by  calling 
upon  your  battalion  to  stand  forth  this  once,  and  share 
the  laurels  just  ready  to  be  gathered,  by  the  total  over- 
throw of  our  cruel  enemies. 

You  will,  sir,  (I  most  ardently  beg,)  call  upon  your 
battalion  to  turn  out  as  volunteers  for  a  few  days.  They 
will  meet  me,  next  day  after  to-morrow  at  Doylestown; 
where  they  shall  have  such  necessaries  as  I  have,  or  can 
procure  for  them.  They  are  to  bring  their  own  arms, 
blankets,  &c.  if  they  have  any.  Let  every  officer  come. 
Pray  exert  yourself  night  and  day.  Spare  no  pains;  as 
this  is  the  finishing  stroke*  Send  tlie  men  by  two's' 
and  three's,  as  you  get  them  ready;  and  they  can  be 
embodied  when  they  arrive  at  Doylestown.  Send  me 
word,  also,  what  success  you  meet  with. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  most  humble  servant. 
To  Cols.  Keller,  Roberts,  7  J.  LACEY. 

Toombs,  &  M'llvaine.  5 

[The  correspondence  of  the  campaig-n  of  1778  here 
terminates;  and  does  not  appear  to  be  resumed  until 
the  year  1780.] 

President  Reed  to  Gen.  Lacet. 
Dear  Sir — You  will  please  to  proceed  with  all  dis- 

i!  patch  to  Bucks  county,  to  forward  the  troops  demand- 
ed by  his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  from  that  coun- 

'  ty.  In  the  equipment  yOu  will  issue  such  order  of  im- 
press for  wagons,  horses,  blankets,  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, as  you  shall  judge  necessary  at  this  important 
crisis;  and  to  which  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  will 
yield  due  obedience,  as  they  will  answer  the  contarry 
at  their  peril.    You  will  then  proceed  to  Berks  county, 

'  for  the  same  purpose,  and  with  the  like  powers.  After 


seeing  the  men  in  proper  forwardness,  you  will  then  re- 
turn to  this  city  for  further  consult:>tion  on  the  mcasTu-es 
necessary  for  the  troops — and  in  the  mean  time  you  will 
give  such  directions  to  Col.  Parmer,  the  Commissary  of 
the  state,  and  to  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master,  with  res- 
pect to  your  stores,  and  the  transportation  of  your  bag- 
gage, as  you  judge  necessary  and  suitable  to  your  rank. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obdt.  and  very  hble.  servt. 
TheHon.Gen:LACET.  JOS.  REED,  Pres't. 

Philadelphia,  August  1,  1780. 

President  Reed  to  H          W  ,  Esa. 

Sir — Having  expressed  myself  so  fully  to  you  and 
Mr.  T.  upon  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  number  of  hor- 
ses, I  am  not  a  little  surprized  that  you  should  have  dis- 
charged those  that  liad  been  taken  under  the  direction 
of  Gen.  Lacey;  and  I. cannot  help  considering-  it  as  ad- 
ding to  my  embarrassments  at  a  time  when  you  gave 
me  reason  to  expect  assistance. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  gentlemen  in  public  of- 
fice, who,  from  motives  of  compassion,  or  a  fear  of  of- 
fending, cannot  take  part  in  these  necessary  measures, 
would  on  such  occasions  avoid  any  interference;  and 
leave  persons  of  more  decision  to  proceed.  The  Legis- 
lature having  vested  a  power  of  declaring  Martial  Law 
in  us,  I  apprehend  you  had  not  authority  to  counteract 
the  orders  given;  which  were  to  send  such  horses  as 
were  taken  immediately  down  to  this  place,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  militia,  about  to  march  .agreeably 
to  Gen.  Washington's  order.  It  will  be  a  great  disap- 
pointment if  they  do  not  come  down,  and  will  throw  us 
all  in  confusion.  As  Mr.T.  and  yourself,by  my  accounts, 
discharged  all  the  horses,  after  taken,  I  must  esteem  you 
accountable  for  them.  It  is  no  season  for  such  lax  and 
indecisive  measures;  and  you  will  probably  ere  long,  if 
the  enem}'  are  not  driven  from  the  country,  experience 
that  tlioiigh  temporizing  measures  appear  at  first  view 
easy  and  desir.able,  they  are  ruinous  in  the  end.  You 
have  already  done  enougli,  and  have  property  enough, 
to  make  you  an  object  of  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy, 
and  their  tory  adherents^;  and  if  you  do  not  secure  your- 
self by  your  exertions,  you  have  little  to  expect  from 
their  lenity  or  gratitude.  I  should  not  have  said  thus 
much  if  I  did  not  feel  myself  much  hurt,  and  the  public 
service  injured,  by  giving  way  to  a  little  clamour,  after 
the  most  odious  and  difficult  part  the  business  was 
done.  I  am,  sir,  ' 

Your  obt.  hble.  sei'vt. 
H  -W— ,  Esq.  /  JOS.  REED. 

Bucks  county.  5 
Fhiladelphia,  August  11,1780. 

Gen.  Lacet  to  President  Reed. 

Trenton,  August  14,  1780. 
Dear  Sir — I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
13th  [this  letter  is  missing]  this  morning,  by  serjeant 
•ludon.  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening;  and  a  few 
militia,  both  from  Philadelphia  county  and  Bucks,  had 
got_ in  before  me.  They  are  now  quartered  on  the  in- 
habitants, in  the  town.  They  continue  coming  in  from 
those  counties;  and  I  find  many  of  them  are  without 
arms . 

The  stores  here  are  very  trifling  indeed.  TheCommissa- 
ry  this  moment  informed  me  he  had  issued  every  pound 
of  flesh  he  liad  in  possession,  to  the  militia  who  had  arri- 
ved; and  that  his  expectations  of  a  future  supply  were 
very  gloomy.  He  had  written  to  some  of  the  contract- 
ors in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  answers  from  them 
were  all  unfavorabe.  I  fear  we  must  starve,  unless  sup- 
plied from  Pennsylvania.  There  is  a  pretty  good  bank 
of  short  forage,  and  some  hay,  in  store.  There  is  not 
one  quarter-master  with  the  militia;  nor  one  field  offi- 
cer yet  arrived.  The  men  come  in  small  squads,  and 
appear  very  a^vkward,  and  out  of  order;  however,  I  will 
endeavor  to  organize  them  as  fast  as  I  can.  I  have  been 
on  the  ground"  back  of  Lamberton,  and  think  it  very 
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suitable  for  a  camp,  so  shall  ordei'  the  troops  to  encarri]) 
there.  The  camp  kettles  Irave  all  been  sent  on  from 
this  place  to  camp;  therefore'we  must  be  supplied  from 
Philadelphiu. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  &.c. 
;  J.  LACEY. 

His  Ex.  President  Reed.  .  , 

Gex.  Lacet  to  Prestdext  Reeti. 

Trenton,  August  \5tU,  1780. 
Dear  Sir — Since  I  wrote  yon  yesterday  I  have  been  a 
second  time  on  the  syround  bark  of  Lamberton,  and 
have  changed  my  sentiments  with  respect  to  encamping 
there.  The  g-round  is  very  good;  but  tlicre  is  no  v>'a- 
ter,  except  from  tlie  river,  near  it — and  the  militia  will 
be  very  much  displeased  if  they  are  obliged  to  drink 
llie  river  water — so  I  have  now  fixed  on  the  open 
ground,  a  little  south  of  Trenton;  where  I  am  told  there 
is  good  water  plenty.  I  was  with  Col.  Coxe,  and  Col. 
Farmer,  yesterday;-  and,  find  them  very  obliging.  Col. 
Farmer  was  with  me  on  tlic  encamping  ground  both 
times.  Col.  Coatcscame  here  last  evening,  from  Phil- 
adelphia, and  informs  mc  the  troops  are  coming-  on  fast 
from  the  county  and  cit)-;  and  I  also  expect  they  are 
coming  from  Bucks.  It  alarms  me  exceedingly  to  think 
we  shall  have  so  many  men  here,  and  not  a  mouthful  of 
provision  to  give  them,  except  flour.  1  think  it  my  du- 
ty to  mention  the  melancholy  fact  to  you,  that  some- 
thing may  be  done;  for,  depend  upon  it,  the  militia  v/ill 
be  very  uneasy  without  provisions — and  the  consequen- 
ces that  may  happen,  1  cannot  foretell.  There  is  much 
grumbling  among  them  already,  respecting  the  great 
difference  in  their  pay.  I  cannot  leurn  that  there  are 
two  counties  in  the  state  alike;  and  I  fear,  without  a  reg- 
ulation in  that  matter,  we  shall  be  troubled  with  them. 
But  provision  is  now  the  great  object.  '  Perhaps  an  or- 
der from  Council,  to  the  purchasei's  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
send  forward  meat  to  this  place,  would  be  advisable. 

I  am,  with  real  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  servt. 

J.  LACEY, 

His  Ex.  President  Reed. 

Vice-Pkesidext  MoonE  to  Geu.  Lacet. 

Council  Chamber,  Oct.  16,  1780. 
Sir — Tuesday  the  17th  inst.  being  the  gener.al  mus- 
tering of  the  city  militia,  and  the  districts  adjoining, 
you  are  therefore  required  to  review  them  in  Brigade; 
and  all  persons  concerned  are  hereby  directed  to  obey 
you  accordingly.        I  am,  sir,  witli  great  respect. 

Your  humble  servant, 
\VM.  MOORE,  Vice-President. 
Hon  Gen.  Lacet,  Pres't. 

Vice-President  Moour  to  Gen.  Lacet. 

rhiladelphia,  Fthrunry  1^,17^1. 
Dear  Sir— I  received  y  our's  of  the  12lh  inst.  Should 
there  be  any  necessity  of  your  returning  to  Council,* 
you  may  be  assured  I  shall  give  you  timely  notice.  We 
have  a  full  board  at  present.  The  news  from  General 
Morgan  has  put  us  in  great  spirits.  It  is  certainly  the 
most  brilliant  affair  that  has  happened  during  this  con- 
test; and  in  its  consequences  I  hope  will  be  productive 
-  of  advantsgcs  to  the  general  cause  little  inferior  to  the 
convention  of  Saratoga. 

We  have  no  news  more  than  what  is  in  the  papers  ac- 
companying this.    The  Assembly  made  a  house  yester- 
day: we  h.ave  Laid  plenty  of  business  betbre  them. — 
■    £450,000  sjiecie,  or  money  equivalent,  will  necessarily 
be  wanted  for  the  year  1781. 

Excuse  haste,  yours,  &c.  ■ 
Gen.  Lacet.  '    .  W.MOORE. 

Vice-President  Moore  to  Gen.  Lacet. 
Dear  Sir — I  received  your's  of  the  19th  inst.   The  As- 
sembly have  passed  no  other  laws  than  what  you  will 


see  in  the  papers. '  They  have  appointed  several  com- 
mittees for  ways  and  means  to  raise  supplies  for  the 
year  1781 ;  which  by  an  estimate  we  sent  in  to  them  a- 
moimts  to  .£900, OO'O*  specie.  We  have  a  very  full  board; 
all  the  members  attending  except  yourself,^  Mr.White- 
liin.  From  all  the  accounts  we  are  able  to  g'et  by  Paul 
Jones,' we  may  expect  the  war  in  America  will  be  prose- 
cuted by  Britain  with  greater  vigor  than  since  the  Rev- 
olution. 2,500  British  are  arrived  at  North  Carolina 
under  Provost;  and  10,000  more  Avere  certainl}'  under 
orders  for  other  parts  of  America,  in  November  last. 

I  am  afraid  it  will  be  June  before  we  shall  be  able  to 
get  the  Pennsylvania  Line  recruited.  That  business 
does  not  go  on  so  well  as  I  could  wish  for.  The  men  in 
too  many  instances  dislike  their  officers.  M^  compli- 
ments to  all  friends,  and  am 

Your  most  humble  servant. 
The  Hon.  Gen.  Lacet.  WM.  MOORE. 

Council  Cliamher,  February  21, 1781. 


*Gen.  Lacey  was  at  that  lime  a  member  of  Council. 


*This  estimate  appears  to  be  double  the  amount  men- 
tioned in  the  letter  of  the  14th. 

Cot.  Hamiah  tu  Gen.  Lacp.t. 

Camp,  near  Bottom's  Bridge,  Aug.  15,  1781. 

Dear  Sir — 1  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing-  3'ou  on 
the  loth  June;  since  which  I  have  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your's  of  the  19th  July,  and  25th,  enclosing 
several  newspapers;  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my 
hearty  thanks.  The  various  marches  and  counter 
marches  have  prevented  my  writing  to  you  as  often  as  I 
could  have  wished. 

Since  my  letter  to  you,  a  material  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line.  The  action  of  the  6th 
ult.  at  the  Green  Springs,  together  with  the  customaiy 
casualties  of  hard  and  severe  marching,  rendered  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  reduce  one  of  our  battalions:  ac- 
cordingly an  incorporation  took  place,  and  we  are  at 
present  formed  into  two  battalions. 

Long  ere  this  you  have  received  the  particul.ars  of 
that  action.  It  is  therefore  almost  needless  to  say  any 
thing  on  that  head.  The  vast  superiority  of  the  enemy 
obliged  the  small  corps  that  attacked  them,  (which  was 
nearly  .all  composed  of  Pennsylvanians,)  to  retire  pre- 
cipitately. There  was  a  disproportion  of  about  four  ^ije 
one  against  us.  The  British  troops  were  formed  just  in 
front  of  their  encampment,  in  elegant  order.  Our  men 
were  encumbered  with  p.acks,  and  greatly  fatigued.  It 
is  a  miracle  to  me  how  we  escaped  as  well  as  we  did.  I 
hope  the  next  brush  we  have,  we  shall  be  more  equally 
matched.  The  second  battalion  was  that  day  comman- 
ded by  me.  My  Major  was  Mr.  T.  Moore — we  both  had 
our  horses  shot.    Mine  is  since  dead  of  the  wound. 

The  enemy  at  pi-csent  are  landed  up  the  York 
river,  .at  York  and  Gloucester.  Brig.  Gen.  O'Hara  is  re- 
ported to  have  command  at  Portsmouth.  The  Marquis, 
with  his  detachmcnt,has  crossed  the  Pamnnky  river;  and 
we  remain  at  this  place,  waiting J.iis  orders.  We  were 
on  our  mai-ch  towards  Gen.  Greene;  but  this  movement 
of  the  enemy  has  rec.illed  us.  What  the  intentions  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  are,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine.  Va^ 
rious  conjectures  have  arisen.  Baltimore,  it  was  thought 
by  some,  would  be  his  object;  while  others  conjectured 
he  would  send  part  of  his  force  to  the  relief  of  New- 
York,  and  the  rem.ainderto  Charleston.  How  his  ope- 
rations will  be,  we  know  not  for  certain.  I  shall  take  it 
as  a  particular  favor,  you  will  continue  sending  me  the 
newsp.apers;  and  give  mc  the  northern  intelligence.  : 
I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  obliged  friend  and  hble.  servt.  ' 
Brig.  Gen.  Lacet.  JOS.  IIARMAR.  , 

Vice-Pbesident  MooitE  TO  Gen.  Lacet. 

In  Council,  Sept.  26,  1781. 
Dear  Sir — I  received  your's  dated  yesterday,  and  one 
from  the  President,  d.ated  the  24th  inst.    We  have  no 
other  news  than  what  you  will  see  in  the  p.apers  here 
with  sent  you. 


REVOLUTIOISTARY  LETTERS  ANt>  PAPERS. 


359 


We  have  sent  orders  for  the  Chester  militia  not  to 
march;  but  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  proceed 
to  Newtown  at  a  minutes  notice.  Col.  Anderson,  of 
Bucks  countyj  has  sent  for  some  commissions  for  officers 
in  the  militia  of  that  county.  They  are  directed  to  your 
care.  Vou  will  please  to  forward  them.  1  wish  you  a 
pleasant  campaign, 

■  .-  and  am,  your  most  hble.  servt. 

'  General  Lacet,  7  WM.  MOQRE. 

at  Newtown.  5 

Same  to  the  Same. 

In  Council,  Sept.  27, 1781. 
Dear  Sir — T  received  yours  of  yesterday's  date.  Nei- 
ther the  Board  of  War,  nor  the  Council,  are  in  posses- 
sion of  any  of  the  Articles  of  War,  or  Baron  Steubefi's 
Exercise,    The  President  of  Gongress  received  yester- 
day an  express  from  Gen.  Washington,  dated  Williams- 
burgh,  15th  inst.  mentioning  that  every  thing  was  get- 
ting,ready  to  attack  Cornwallis.    The  minister  likewise 
received  a  letter  from  Count  de  Grasse,  informing  of  the 
junction  of  Admiral  Barras'  squadron,  and  the  driving 
the  British  fleet  from  the  Capes  of  Virginia.  The 
French  suffered  but  little  in  the  engagement.   Tlie  Iris 
and  Richmond  sllpt  in  to  cut  the  buoys  of  the  French 
fleet;  but  were  both  taken  without  ett'ecting  their  de- 
sign.   My  compliments  to  the  President,  and  am 
Your  most  hble.  servt. 
^  WM.  MOORE,  V,  Pres't. 
Gen.  Lacet,  at  Newtown. 

Same  to  the  Same. 

In  Council,  Sept.  28,  1781. 
Dear  Sir — I  received  your's,  and  the  President's  of 
yesterday,  and  laid  the  same  before  the  President  of 
Congress.  All  the  spare  arms  in  the  city  will  not  do 
more  than  arm  those  that  are  expected  to  turn  out  on 
this  occasion.  Orders  are  just  gone  off  to  the  militia, 
horse  and  foot,  of  Chester  county,  to  march  to  New- 
town. The  city  militia,  horse  and  foot,  will  hold  thcm- 
selve  in  readiness  to  march  on  a  minute's  notice.  Mr. 
Moi'ris  will  undertake  to  supply  the  militia  with  provis- 
ions. Commodore  Hazlewood  will  come  to  Newtown 
for  that  purpose.  Your's,  &,c. 

WM.  MOORE,  V.  Pres't. 

Gen.  T.ACET,  at  Nevctown. 

Every  preparation  is  making  as  though  we  were  cer- 
tain that  the  enemy  are  in  motion  for  this  city.  . 

Same,  to  tsle  Same. 

'  In  Council,  Sept.  28,  1781. 
Dear  Sir — I  wrote  to  you  this  morning,  by  Co,mmissa= 
ry  Crispini  with  two  ofthis  day's  paper;  since  which  we 
have  ordered  the  city  and  district  militia,  and  troops  of 
light  horse,  to  march  immediately.  The  law  gives  them 
three  days,  after  orders,  before  they  begin  their  march^ 
so  that  it  will  be  Sunday  or  Monday  before  any  of  them' 
will  set  off.  The  militia,  horse  and' foot,  of  Chester 
county,  will  be  ordered  (by  express  to  set  off  this  after- 
noon) to  proceed  directly  to  Newtown.  Judge  Atlee 
set  off  this  morning  for  Lancaster,  by  whom  we  wrote  to 
Colonel  Hubley,  to  march  off  immediately  the  militia, 
horse  and  foot,  to  Newtown,  if  not  .already  gone.  The 
expresses  to  Chester  and  Philadelphia  county  for  wag- 
gons, will  go  off  this  afternoon.  The  order  for  Bucks 
county  is  enclosed  to  you.  My  compliments  to  the 
President.  Your  humble  servant,' 

Gen.  Lacet.  AVM.  MOORE,  V.  Pres't. 

Fresident  Reed  to  Gex.  Lacet. 
Dear  General — I  have  received  both  your  favors  of 
this  morning,  which  you  did  well  to  send  separately,  as 
every  one  expects  to  see  the  intelligence.  The  delay 
of  the  enemy  satisfies  me  more  and  more  of  this  State 
not  being  the  object  of  their  design;  as  our  prepara- 
tions must  be  known  to  them.    I  have  prevented  the 


city  militia  meeting  to  march  yesterday;  and  we  shall 
endeavor  to  stop  the  Chester  men,  who  set  out  this  mor- 
ning. As  .soon  as  I  received  M'Cal!a's  letter  I  sent  for 
Hazlewood,  and  find  he  had  received  orders  from  Mr. 
Morris  to  take  the  directions  of  the  Council  last  Satur- 
T-lay  in  writing.  They  unluckily  deferred  it  till  my  re- 
turn; and  then,  not  having  mentioned  it,  the  matter  has 
lain  over  till  this  day  at  noon.  I  then  gave  him  an  or- 
der to  provide  ten  day's  rations  for  2000  men,  and  to  go 
up  immediately  to  make  arrangements,  which  he_  has 
promised.  But  as  I  feared  you  might  want  in  the  inte- 
rim, I  send  you  by  tlie  light  horseman  £100.  As  you 
will  stand  charged  for  these  sums,  you  will  be  careful  to 
take  vouchers  for  your  discharge. 

The  intelligence  you  give  of  the  good  disposition  of 
the  officers  is  very  pleasing;  and  with  proper  care  and 
industry  I  think  every  thing  will  go  well .  But  you  must 
keep  the  good  humour  up;  which  you  will  easily  do. — 
Arms  are  preparing  for  you.  Having  been  confined  to 
my  chamber,  and  chiefly  to  my  bed,  by  a  very  painful, 
but  not  a  dangerous  complaint;  I  have  been  taking  phy- 
sick  to-day,  and  shall  be  well  to-morrow — but  must 
close  my  letter. 

I  approve  of  the  Bucks  people  being  mustered  as  yoa  ~ 
propose;  but  Sterrett  cannot  come  up  before  the  next 
day  after  to-morrow. 

1  have  not  been  to  Council;  so  that  nothing  is  fixed 
for  the  allowance  of  light  horsemen  on  command;  but  I 
believe  you  may  depend  on  a  dollar  per  day  in  the  coun- 
try, if  they  find  themselves  every  thing — 10s.  in  town, 
I  am,  dear  general, 
Your  sincere  friend  and  hble.  servt. 

JOS.  REED.  ' 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  1,  1781,  4  o'efoc^, 
The  Hon.  Brig.  Gen.  ^ 

Lacet,  Newtown.  5         —  ■  - 

Presibeut  Reed  to  Gest.  Lacet. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  3,  1781,  4  o'clock,  P.M. 
Dear  General,  1  have  just  received  your  favor  of  this 
day.  The  condition  of  the  Lancaster  militia  is  really 
distressing;  and  I  much  wonder  that  the  Lieutenant 
should  permit  them  to  march  in  such  a  condition.  We 
have  n&arms  here,  Mr.  Moore  having  last  week  deliv- 
ered all  in  the  store  to  our  militia  of  the' town,  and  after 
this,  you  know,  there  is  no  recovering  them.  Colonel 
Ross  called  yesterday  to  inform  me  that  he  had  a  bat- 
talion of  600  in  the  same  naked  condition:  upon 
which,  after  conferring  with  Dr.  Gardner  and  the  Vice- 
President,^  we  concluded  to  order  them  back — not  dis- 
charging them,  but  directing  them  to  be  in  readiness. 
In  the  mean  time  we  will  try  what  arms  can  be  procu- 
red. I  am  of  opinion  it  will  be  best  to  do  the  same  by 
these,  and  will  send  Sterrett  up  to  muster  them.  We 
were  the  more  induced  to  do  this,  as  the  Election  will 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  unfriendly  to  government,  if 

the  militia  do"  not  return.    Mr.  M  thinks  if  they 

could  go  home  in  tim^,  so  as  to  take  the  Election  in 
their  wa)%  before  they  dispei-se,  it  would  be  fiivorable. 

You  will  see  Sterrett  to-morrow.  'C  ,  and  his  as- 
sociates at  the  other  house,  are  counteracting  your  mea- 
sure of  last  week.  Could  you  not  fall  on  some  measure 
to  get  him  dowji  here,  and  I  will  take  care  he  does  not 
return.  You  can  direct  him  to  name  a  deputy  or  ap- 
point some  one  yourself.  You  may  tell  him  he  is  want- 
ed, and  to  bring  the  returns  with  him.  1  sent  a  letter 
similar  to  the  enclosed  to  Col.  Ross.  You  can  Ifill  up 
the  superscription  of  this,  and  send  it  to  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  Battalion.  You  will  hear  from  me  to- 
morrow— so  that  I  have  only  time  to  say  that 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  ass'd  friend  and  hble.  servt. 
Gen.  Lacey.  JOS.  REED. 

Clement  Bibiile  to  Gew.  Lacet. 

Philadelphia,  October  11,  1781. 
Dear  General,    As  I  expect  you  will  soon  receive  or- 
ders from  Council  for  the  dismission  of  the  militia,  I  re- 
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quest  you  to  direct  Mr.  Rodman  to  receive  all  the  camp 
equipage  or  other  stores  that  may  be  turned  in,  to  take 
an  account  of  them,  and  have  them  safely  stored  till 
they  can  be  removed,  and  that  he  transmit  an  account  of 
them  to  me.  I  am,  dear  general. 

Your  obdt.  servant, 
CLEMENT  DIDDLE,  Q.  M.  G.  P.  SI. 
Hon.  Gen.  Lacey,  Newtown. 

■     Vice-Peesident  Moohe  to  Gen.  Lacet. 

'  '  ■  III  Council,  Oct.  17B\. 

Dear  General — The  accounts  the  President  of  Con- 
gress has  received  from  the  vicinity  of  York,  are  that 
the  enemy  are  embarking  a  considerable  number  of 
troops,  supposed  for  Chesapeake;  if  they  fail  of  getting 
in  there,  probably  a  ])art,  if  not  the  whole,  will  proceed 
to  Charleston.  Tlie  Council  have  thouglit  proper  to  dis- 
charge the  mihtia  now  collected  at  Newtown:  and  en- 
closed you  have  a  resolution  for  that  purpose.  You'll 
please  to  inform  them  that  the  Council  thank  them  for 
their  readiness  in  turning  out  on  this  occasion. 

Letters  are  likewise  received  by  Congress  from  Gen. 
Washington,  dated  Oct.  1.  On  his  approach  to  York 
the  enemy  retired  from  all  their  outworks,  and  confined 
themselves  within  their  lines:  where  they  are  bombard- 
ed and  cannonaded'^incessantly.  I  hope  in  a  fortnight 
at  farthest,  Cornwallis  and  all  his  crew  will  fall.  Upon 
the  discharge  of  the  militia  I  suppose  you  will  go  the 
New  Mills — hope  your  stay  there  will  be  short,  as  your 
attendance  in  Council  will  be  as  necessary  as  agreeable 
to  Your  most  hhle.  servant, 

AVM.  MOO  HE,  V.  Pres't. 

Gen.  Lace)',  Newtown. 


Ix  COUKCIE. 

Phlludelphla,  October  IWi,  178L 
The  Council  having  received  such  information  con- 
cerning the  movements  of  the  enem}',  as  renders  it  im- 
probable that  their  present  designs  tend  immediately 
against  this  State;  and  the  Council  being  anxiously  desi- 
rous to  avoid,  as  mucli  as  possible,  the  great  inconve- 
niency  arising  from  a  continuance  of  the  militia  in  the 
field  longer  than  is  unavoidably  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State: — Ordered,  that  the  mihtia  now  at 
Newtown  be  discharged:  and  that  General  Lacey  bedi- 
rected  to  issue,  in  general  orders,  the  thanks  of  tiie  Vice 
Presidi.-nt  and  Council  to  the  said  militia  for  the  readi- 
ness with  which  they  have  taken  the  field,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  commonwealth,  at  a  time  of  such  imminent 
danger  from  an  enemy,  wlio,  despairing  of  conquest, 
were  spreading  fire  and  desolation  tlu-ough  such  part^ 
of  the  States  as  were  unfortunately  within  their  power — 
and  assure  them,  that  as  they  had  been  on  this  occasion 
called  into  the  field  in  consequence  of  the  designs  of  the 
enemy  against  the  State,  so  there  was'reason  to  suppose 
that  the  patriotic  readiness  with  which  the  freemen  of 
the  State  appeared  in  arms  had  a  happy  effect  in  pre- 
venting the  intended  invasion. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

TY.  MATLACK,  Sec'y- 

To  Brigadier  General  7 
Lacey,  Newtovv^n.  3 


LAW-CASE, 

District  Court  of  the  United  States— Eastern  District  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Recompense  Hand  and  others  vs.  The  schooner  Elvira 
and  Cargo. 

ON  A  CLA.IM  OF  SALVAGE— 14,  1829. 

HoPKiNsoN,  .Tudge. — This  is  a  claim  of  salvage  by  the 
owners  and  crew  of  the  pilot  boat  Leo  for  service  ren- 
dered to  the  schooner  Elvira,  by  whicli  It  is  alleged  she 
was  relieved  from  great  danger  and  distress,  and 
brought  safely  into  the  Port  of  Philadelphia. 

A  correct  and  careful  understanding  of  the  facts  of 
the  Cfise  is  peculiarly  indi,spensable  to  a  just  decision  of 


of  it;  for  every  claim  of'^thls  description  turns  on  its 
own  circumslancas.    The  argument  of  the  counsel  for 
the  libellants,  has  been  riiainly  raised  on  the  statement 
published  in  a  paper  of  this  city,  and  furnished  by  John 
Seabury,  the  second  mate  of  the  Elvira,  which  narrates 
the  occurrences  of  the  voyage  in  the  usual  animated 
and  exaggerated  style  of  such  communications,  made 
for  the  public  and  not  for  the  more  accurate  purposes 
of  a  judicLal  [  ejiquiry.    I  cannot  receive  this  publication 
as  any  evidence  of  the  facts  stated  in  it,    John  Seabury 
was  examined  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  respondent? 
wliat  therefore  he  had  said  or  published  at  another 
time,  was  properly  admitted  to  impeach  or  test  his  cred- 
ibility; and  so  far  and  no  farther,  was  it  legal  evidence. 
If  a  witness  .at  another  time  has  given   an  account  of 
a  transaction  different  from  that  given  at  the  trial,  he 
may  be  impeached  b}'  proving  what  he  has  said  at  ano- 
ther time  on  the  question  of  his  credit:  but  you  cannot 
substitute  the  other  account  in  the  place  of  that  which 
you  had  discredited,  making  It  thus  the  evidence  of  the 
cause.    In  this  case  the  difference  is  rather  in  the  force 
of  the  expressions  used — Inthe  colouring  of  the  descrip- 
tions, in  swelling  exaggerations,  than  in  matter  of  fact 
and  essential  importance.    In  a  seaman's  protest  and 
reports  the  waves  are  always  moimtain  high,  the  winds 
never  less  than  a  hurricane  and  the  peril  of  life  general- 
ly impending.    There  may  be  some  pride  of  authorship 
in  these  compositions,  and  the  writer  may  aim  to  exhib» 
it  his  power  and  style  in  describing  dangers.     I  will 
take  the  facts  as  tliey  have  been  given  by  tlie  witnesses 
examined  here;  and  there  is  no  material  variance  be- 
tween those  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  otlier,  when- 
they  speak  of  the  same  transactions. 

The  Elvira  sailed  from  St.  Augustine,  in  Florida,  on 
the  8th  day  of  February  last,  loaded  with  live  oak  foi* 
the  Navy  Yard  at  Norfolk,  and  bound  for  that  port. — 
She  had  on  board  the  Captain,  a  first  mate,  a  second 
mate,  two  hands  before  the  mast,  two  cabin  passen- 
gers, and  seven  steerage  passengers,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  cutting  the  live  oak.  From  the  8th  to  the 
21st  of  February,  nothing  occurred  that  was  remarka- 
ble; but  on  the  21st  the  sciiooner  was  knocked  down 
on  her  beam  ends;  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  they  cut 
away  the  mainmast;  the  schooner  righted  and  fell  off* 
.before  the  v/lnd.  On  the  22d,  they  cut  away  thestaun- 
cheons  and  hove  the  deck-load  overboard,  part  of 
which  had  been  previously  washed  off.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  tiie  23d,  the  foremast  was  carried  away.  They 
tlien  rigged  two  juty-masts,  and  determined  to  put  into 
the  fii  st  port  in  the  United  States.  They  could  man- 
age the  schooner  with  the  jury-mast  pretty  well,  so  that 
they  could  steer  an  eight  point  course. 

From  the  23d  of  February  to  the  13th  of  March  we 
have  no  regular  or  continued  account  of  the  occurren- 
ces that  happened:  it  seems  that  the  schooner  had  been 
blown  off  and  had  been  navigated  as  above  stated — It  is 
important  to  be  here  noticed  that  the  effect  of  the  gale 
was  confined  to  the  destruction  of  her  masts  and  rigging; 
her  hull  does  not  appe.w  to  have  received  any  injury; 
when  she  was  knocked  down  onlhe  21st,  she  took  in  a- 
bout  3  feet  of  water,but  after  she  righted  and  was  got  be- 
fore the  wind  she  was  cleared  of  this  water  by  the  pumps 
and  leaked  very  little-about  fifteen  strokes  in  two  hours; 
and  this  came  through  the  deck. 

From  the  21st  of  February  to  the  6th  of  March,  the 
first  mate  says  they  were  much  fatigued,  but  after  that 
they  were  betterand  thought  themselves  safe. On  the6th 
of  March  a  man  was  washed  overboard  by  shipping  a 
heavy  sea,  which  did  not  htn-t  the  vessel. 

On  the  13lh  of  March  they  fell  in  with  the  Schooner 
Mdo  bound  from  Carolina  to  New  York,  and  put  on 
board  of  her  the  two  cabin  p.assengers,  and  two  of  the 
steerage  passengers,  who,  I  think  it  was  said,  wanted 
to  go  to  New  York.  From  the  Milo  they  received 
some  bread  and  beef,  which  It  seems  was  all  the  assis- 
tance they  thought  they  wanted  at  that  time.  On  the 
14th  of  March  they  spoke  a  ship  from  round  the  Horn 
belonging  to  Nantucket,  but  required  nothing  from  her. 
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The  niate  says  that  between  the  23(iof  Febryary  and 
loth  of  March  they  saw  several  vessels  but  did  not 
speak  them.    During  the  period  mentioned  it  was  blovi''- 
ing  heavy  a  considerable  part  of  the  time:  and  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  neglecting-  her  logbook  he  says  they  had  e- 
nough  to  keep  the  ship  from  going  to  the  bottom. — 
This  was  betvveen  tlie  23d  of  February  and  the  6th  of 
March,  after  which  he  says  they  thought  themselves 
safe.    On  the  17th  of  March  at  night  they  made  the 
lights  on  the  Highlands,  and  but  for  an  unfortunate 
change  of  the  wind  a  few  hours  would  have  brouglit 
them  to  New  York.    But  the  wind  came  round  to  the 
westward,  and  the  Elvira  unable  to  get  to  New  York 
bore  aVvay  for  Cape  Henry,  her  orig-inal  destination;  on 
the  morning  ©fthe  19th  they  saw  a  scliooner  to  the  west 
of  them  about  6  miles — at  11  o'clock  the  wind  died 
away  calm.    In  the  afternoon  about  2  o'clock  (Simon 
Palmer,  the  Pilot,  says  about  four  o'clock)  they  saw  a 
small  i,chooner  to  the  westward  which  they  took  to  be 
a  pilot  boat,  and  proved  to  be  the  Lco;  she  was  steering- 
on  the  wind,  SSE.  and  the  Elvira  about  AVSW.  The 
Pilot  boat  made  one  tack  and  fetched  them,  run  across 
their  bow — launched  a  boat  and  came  on  b©ard.  Tliere 
is  no  material  difference,  I  may  say  none  of  any  kind, 
between  the  narration  of  the  witness  and  that  of  J.  Fal- 
iner,  one  of  the  Pilots.    Palmer  s.ays  tlie  weather  was 
suspicious,  that  the  sun  was  about  crossing  the  line, 
iind  they  generally  look  for  a  breeze.    But  tlie  fact  was 
that  the  weather  was  good  and  so  continued  througliout 
the  service.    The  situation  of  the  Elvira  at  the  time 
that  she  fell  in  with  the  Leo  was  that  her  masts  and  rig- 
ging were  gone,  but  they  had  replaced  them  by  jury- 
masts  and  sails  under  which  she  had  navigated  the 
ocean  for  three  weeks — had  been  blown  ofl'the  coast 
and  returned  to  it,  and  by  the  aid  of  which  she  would 
have  safelj'  entered  the  port  of  New  York  but  for  a  cri- 
tical change  of  the  wind,  and  with  which  she  was  at 
that  moment  makmg  her  \vay  under  free  sail  for  Cape 
Henry  her  place  of  destination:  whether  she  would 
have  reached  there  we  cannot  positively  say.  but  we 
have  had  no  account  of  the  wind  or  weather  to  render  it 
ilhprobable:!  confess  I  am  not  with. out  some  doubt  wheth 
er  in  such  cii'cumstances  the  captain  of  the  Elvira  was 
justified  in  coming  to  Philadelphia  at  all,  and  whether  it 
was  not  his  duty  to  pursue  his  course  to  Norfolk.  He 
thought  otherwise  and  may  have  been  right;  at  any  rate 
he  asked  and  accepted  the  service  of  the  llbcllants  to 
to  bring  him  to  Philadelphi:i,  and  he  is  bound  to  pay 
for  it— Vvhal  wis  the  service  in  relation  to  tliose  who  of- 
fered it  and  who  claim  to  be  remunerated  for  it,  is  now 
to  be  decided.    When  the  Leo  saw  the  Elvira  the  Leo 
Vvas  running  with  a  free  wind  to  her  harbour  within  the 
Capes  of  Delawai-e  for  the  night.      Jeremiah  Bennct 
first  discovered  the  schooner  from  the  masthead.  The 
Leo,  of  her  Own  accord,  uncalled  for  by  any  signal  from 
the  Elvira,  not  knowing  of  her  distress,  and  perhaps 
stipposing  she  wanted  a  pilot  (for  the  Leo  was  a  pilot 
boat  then  actually  cruising  in  her  vocation),  immediate- 
ly beat  towards  the  Elvira,  making  signal  for  her.- — 
These  signals  were  answered  by  the  Elvira — who  was 
between  30  and  40  miles  outside  of  the  Capes.  When 
the  Leo  came  up  with  the  Elvira  she  was  under  low  sail, 
tlie  longest  mast  not  above  twenty  ffeet  long";  she  had 
two  masts  up  with  temporary  sails.    When  the  pilot 
came  on  board  the  enquiry  was  not  about  any  danger 
or  distress  on  board  the  Elvira,  but  the  usual  salutatioii, 
"Where  are  you  from,  and  where  bound."  The  answer 
was,  "From  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida,  bound  to  Nor- 
folk."   The  pilot  then  asked  the  master  of  the  Elvira  if 
he  did  not  want  to  go  into  the  Capes  of  Delaware. — 
The  head  mate  Seabury,  says,  "The  pilot  asked  if  we 
wanted  the  assistance  of  the  boat."  Simeon  Palmer  did 
not  go  on  board  the  Elvira,  and  testifies  nothing  of  this 
part  of  the  transaction.    A  negociation  coihmenced  for 
taking-  the  Elvira  into  the  Delaware,  the  pilots  having 
declined  to  take  her  to  New  York  or  Cape  Henr}',  as 
the  captain  desired,  and  a  line  is  given  from  the  Elvira 
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to  the  Leo,  aiid  both  vessels  proceed  to  the  Capes  of 
Delawat'e,  the  Leo  lowing  the  Elvira,  but  assisted  by 
her  sails.  The  witnesses  differ  a  few  hours  about  the 
time  they  came  to  anclior  within  the  Capes,  but  there  is 
no  dispute  that  the  weather  was  good,  the  night  light, 
and  no  dificulty,  danger  or  fatlg-ue  in  the  navigation. — - 
Palmer  says,  "We  towed  the  schooner  along  very  eas-  ' 
ily."  Daring  the  day  of  the  20th,  the  wind  being  un- 
favourable, they  remained  at  their  anchorage  within  the 
Capes.  They  left  there  on  the  21st  in  the  morning- — 
anchored  about  three  miles  below  Keedy  Island— no 
wind— got  under  weigh  next  morning-  (22)  about  8  o' 
clock,  and  about  2  or  3  o'clock  of  the  same  day  came  to  ~ 
a  little  above  the  Point  House, — that  is  about  three 
miles  from  the  cliy, — and  were  at  the  wharf  in  the 
evening.  Both  of  the  m.ates  assert  that  the  Elvira  had 
onboard,  when  the  Lco  came  to  her,  fifteen  days  of 
provisions  of  bread,  beef  and  wWerj  althoug'h  their  al- 
lowance had  been  reduced. 

Such  are  the  leading  facts  of  the  case,  and  it  is  by 
them  that  the  claim  of  the  llbellants  must  be  decit^ed. — 
The  first  question  made  is,  whether  the  official  charac- 
ter of  the  llbellants,  they  being  pilots  of  the  bay  and 
river  Delaware,  made  it  their  duty  to  do  all  they  have 
done  for  the  relief  of  the  Elvira;  and  whether,  under 
these  circumstances,  they  caii  present  themselves  be- 
fore the  Court  as  salvors?    I  have  no  difficulty  on  this 
point,  nor  has  it  been  insisted  upon  by  the  council  of 
the  respondent,  althoug-h  Very  fully  argued  for  the  ll- 
bellants.   The  law  makes  tlie  true  discrimination.  That 
which  the  pilot  does  in  the  ordinary  course  of  hisdutyj 
can  tiever  be  made  the  foundation  of  a  claim  for  salvage; 
and  the  difficulty  and  exertion  being  more  or  less  in 
such  a  case,  can  m;ike  no  dlflerence.      He  takes  his  ^ 
chance  for  such  hazards — he  knows  he  must  be  expos- 
ed to  them,  and  it  must  be  presumed  that  his  official 
compensation  is  calculated  on  the  probability  of  such 
exposures.    He  cannot  be  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  . 
same  act;  a  pilot  and  a  salvor;  but  he  may  become  the 
hitter  for  service  beyond  the  limits  of  the  duty  of  the 
former.    If  a  pilot  is  not  on  board  a  vessel  to  bring  her 
into  port,  a  violent  wind  'arises,  and  she  is  threatened 
with  a  casting  upon,  the  shore,  assuredly  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  pilot  to  exert  his  utmost  labor  and  skill  to  pre- 
serve her,  and  for  se  doing  he  could  not  set  up  a  claim 
for  compensation  as  a  salvor.    On  the  other  hand  cases 
have  occurred,  and  many  may  be  imagined,  in  which 
the  assistance  rendered  by  a  pilot  Ts  clearly  beyond  that 
which  could  have  been  required  of  him  by  his  official 
duty,  which,  as  Sir  William  Scott  says,  "may  exalt  a 
pilotage  service  into  something  of  a  salvage  service." — ■ 
I  consider  this  case  to  be  one  of  that  description,  and 
that  the  llbellants  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
assistance  given  to  tlie  Elvira,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  and  the  principles  of  law  applicable 
to  it.    Whether  a  seaman  can  in  any  case  become  a  sal- 
vor for  services  rendered  to  his  ship  in  any  extremity  of 
danger  or  distress,  is  another  question  upon  which  1  do 
not  give  m)'  opinion.    Great  Judges  have  differed  a- 
bout  it,  but  it  is  clear  tliat  a  seaman  i.s  much  more  close- 
ly bound  to  a  ship  than  a  pilot,  and  his  duties  to  her 
are  far  more  extensive,  permanent  atid  sevei-e. 

In  deciding  a  case  of  this  sort  where  every  thing  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Judge,  I  would  not  exer- 
cise the  discretion  arbltraril)' :  but  hold  it  under  the 
control  of  judicial  jirinciples  and  precedents.  It  is  true, 
it  is  difficult  to  find,  or  fix  a  rule  by  which  to  measure 
the  quantum  of  salvage.  Circumstances  vary  so  infi- 
nately  in  the  degree  of  danger,  in  the  extent  and  risk 
of  the  service,  in  the  value  of  the  property,  in  the  con- 
duct and  merit  of  the  salvors,  that  a  stantlard  cannot  be 
established  to  g-overn  every  case  that  occurs,  nor  even 
for  classes  of  cases.  There  are  nevertheless,  some  gen- 
eral principles  and  precedents  whlcfcliave  grown  out  of 
the  experience  of  Courts  and  afford  strong  lights  to;, 
guide  us  in  any  new  case. 

I  will  as  briefly  as  it  may  be  done,  take  a  review  qI' 
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the  English  and  American  adjudication  upon  the  sub- 
ject; tliis  review  will  be  somewhat  tedious,  but  as  many 
decisions  of  liigh  authority  have  been  g-iyen  since  the 
subject  was  agitated  iii  this  Court,  it  may  save  us  ti  cable 
in  future  to  look  to  them  now. 

The  definition  g'iven  of  Salvag'e  by  Abbott,  is  clear, 
comprehensive  and  accui'atc.  It  is  "the  compensation 
that  is  to  be  made  to  other  persons  (than  those  connect- 
ed with  the  ship,)  by  whose  assistance  a  ship  or  its  load- 
ing' may  be  saved  from  impending  danger,  orrecovei  ed 
from  actual  loss."  A  difficulty  has  seldom  occurred  in 
deciding  whether  any  given  case  was  or  was  not  a  case 
of  salvage.  The  question  has  generally  arisen  upon 
the  quantum  to  be  allowed — now  whether  it  be  a  case 
of  impending  danger  or,  of  actual  loss,  it  seems  to  be 
required  that  the  property  must  be  saved  or  recovered 
by  the  assistance  for  which  this  compensation  is  claim- 
ed. We  may  not  perhaps  be  so  rigorous  as  to  say  that 
that  it  must  be  absolutely  certain  tliat  tlie  property  was 
saved  by  the  assistance  of  the  salvors,  but  it  should  be 
reasonably  probable  that  this  was  the  case,  and  that  the 
ship  or  cargo  was  preserved  from  loss  or  damage  by 
their  labour,  skill  and  exertions. 

If  goods  are  abandoned  by  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  take  care  of  them,  or  if  those  persons  are  unable  to 
protect  them,  it  may  be  correctly  said  that  they  owed 
their  preservation  to  those  who  came  to  their  aid;  but  it 
is  difficult  to  ascertain  their  proportion,  when  the  prop- 
er guardians  of  the  property  remmn  with  it,  and  have 
both  the  ability  and  inclination  to  protect  it  from  lessor 
damage. 

Therfore,  if  property  abandoned  by  the  master  and 
crew  be  taken  possession  of  by  a  set  of  salvors,  a  second 
set  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  tbcm,  and  become 
participators  of  tlic  salvage,  unless  thatit  appears  that 
the  first  would  not  have  been  able  to  effect  the  purpose 
without  the  aid  of  the  others.     The  same  principle 
must  apply  to  the  case  v\  hen  the  master  and  crew  of 
the  vessel  art;  able  to  efTecl  the  purpose  of  preserving 
and  carrying  her  safely  in,  without  the  aid  of  others. — 
My  main  doubt  throughout  this  case,  has  been  upon 
this  point.    I  have  not  clearly  seen  the  necessity  ofany 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  salvors.     I  have  not 
been  satisfied  that  the  Elvira  could  not  have  made  her 
proper  port,  or  some  other  of  safety;  that  she  might  not 
have  come  into  the  Delaware,  without  the  assistance  of 
a    pilot   boat — that  she  was  "saved  from  impending 
peril."    A  service  may  be  convenient,  beneficial,  mer- 
itorious; and  not  necessaril}'  a  salvage  service. I  will  not, 
however,  urge  this  objection  upon  the  libellants.  The 
master  of  the  Elvira  thought  proper  to  accept  the  assis- 
tance ofiisred  to  him,  and  the  owner  now  is  willing  to 
pay  what  may  be  considered  a  just  and  reasonable  com- 
pen.sation  for  it.  No  exceplation  has  been  taken  to  it  on 
this  account.    The  respondent  has  met  the  claim  on 
liberal  grounds.    It  may  be,  that  the  matiter  of  the  El- 
vira  acted  with  a  projier  precaution  and  attention  to 
the  interests  of  her  owner,  in  coming  here  to  refit.  A 
change  of  weather  might  have  been  apprehended,  at 
that  season,  which  would  have  been  dangerous  to  him, 
but  in  the  :ictual  state  of  things,  when  he  put  himself 
under  the  protection  of  the  Leo,  his  danger  was  ncrt 
pres.sing,  or  apparent.    The  "impending  peril,"  was 
not  immediate  or  perceptible.    The  schooner  had  pre- 
viously met  with  several  vessels,  had  asked  no  assistance 
from  any  of  them,  further  than  some  small  articles  of 
provisions  and  water:  her  nvister  and  crew  had  never  in- 
timated any  apprehension  of  personal  danger,  nor  any 
mtention  of  seeking  safety  by  leaving  her.     She  was 
sound  and  tight  in  her  huil,  and  with  masts  and  sails, 
with  which  she  could  be  pretty  well  managed.  She 
had  encountered  and  conqut-rcd  much  greater  hardships 
and  dangers,  than  any  that  lay  between' her  and  her  port, 
and  the  fair  presumption  is  that  she  would  have  i-each- 
ed  it.     We  nuist  enquire  into  the  quantum  of  salvage 
which  sliQuld  be  allowed  in  such  a  case,  according  to 
the  principles  and  practice  of  Admiralty  Courts  in  other 


cases.  The  compensation  which  may  be  justly  allowed 
for  this  service,  sho\rld  be  governed  by  a  compound  con- 
sideration of  the  importance  of  the  service  rendered,,and 
the  danger  and  labour  to  which  the  salvors  were  ex' 
posed  in  rendering  it,  and  the  importance  of  service  de- 
pends upon  the  value  of  the  property  saved,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  J  he  danger  which  threatened  it.  With  a  view 
to  public  policy,  this  allowance  should  be  measured  on 
a  hberal  scale,  but  with  a  primary  regard  for  the  unfor- 
tunate sufFerer,  whose  protection,  relief  and  interests 
arc  the  true  objects  of  the  polic}'.  It  has  frequently 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  Sir  AVilliam  Scott,  a  most  liberal 
admiralty  judge,  to  estimate  the  value  of  salvage  ser- 
vices, and  we  will  see  the  measure  he  has  adopted. 

1  Rob.  32,  (Am.  ed.)  'The  Aqulla.' 

In  this  case  the  ship  and  cargo  were  found  at  sea  ab- 
solutely deserted  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  protect 
them,  a  total  loss  was  certain  unless  prevented  by  stran- 
gers. The  finders  contended  for  a  property  in  the  g-oods 
as  their  own,  and  not  merely  for  a  reward  as  salvors.—- 
This  and  several  other  interesting  questions  were  dis- 
cussed in  the  case,  which  are  not  to  our  present  pur- 
pose. The  rate  of  salvage  is  our  inquiry,  and  in  this 
mcst  desperate  case,  in  which  the  owners  owed  every 
dollar  that  was  restored  to  them  to  the  services  of  the 
salvors.  Sir  William  Scott  gave  them  but  two-fifths — 
less  than  one-half. 

In  the  same  volume,  p.  257,  the  case  of  the  "Joseph 
Harvey"  is  reported.  This  was  the  petition  of  a  pilot 
for  salvage,  in  which  it  was  decided  thata  pilot  may  ren- 
der a  service  to  a  ship  in  distress,  which  will  entitle  him 
to  be  considered  something  of  a  salvor.  The  petitioner 
espied  the  "Joseph  H.arvey"  under  a  signal  of  distress, 
the  wind  blowing  hard — the  waves  running  high.  He 
went  to  her  and  got  on  board  with  great  difficulty.  This, 
the  Judge  thought,  gave  no  claim  to  any  thing  more 
than  common  pilotage.  It  is  not,  says  he,  for  such  rea- 
sons that  pilots  can  be  entitled  as  salvors;  their  occupa- 
tion is  hazardous  from  its  nature. 

3  liob.  286,  "The  William  Beckford." 

Sir  William  Scott  says — "'I'he  principles  on  which 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  proceed.s,  lead  to  a  liberal  l  e- 
muneration  in  salvage  cases,  for  they  look  not  to  the 
mere  quantum  of  service  performed  in  the  case  Itself, 
but  to  the  general  interests  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  which  are  greatly  protected  by 
exertions  of  this  nature.  The  fatigue,  the  anxiety,  tlie 
determination  to  encounter  danger  if  ncce.ssary,  the  spi- 
rit of  adventure,  the  skill  and  dexterity  which  are  ac- 
quired b}'  the  exercise  of  that  spirit — all  I't  quire  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  What  enhances  the  preten- 
sions of  the  salvors  most  is  the  actual  danger  which  they 
have  incurred.  I  cannot  forbear  to  observe  that  not  one 
of  these  elements  of  salvage,  so  eloquently  described,  is 
found  in  the  case  before  us — neither  fatigue,  nor  anxie- 
ry,  nor  courage,  jrior  spirit  of  adventure,  nor  skill  and 
dexterity,  nor  the  least  actual  danger." 

In  this  case  of  the  "William  Beckford,"  the  Judge 
thought  there  was  no  peril  of  life  in  the  degree  contend- 
ed i'<s-r  by  the  salvors'  counsel,  from  which  expression  we 
must  presume  it  did  exist  in  some  degree;  but  there  was 
great  alarm  about  the  possibility  of  saving  the  ship  after 
she  got  upon  the  sand.  It  was  proposed  to  the  master 
to  throw  the  cargo  overboard,  and  he  acquiesced  in  it; 
and  it  was  resisted  by  the  salvors,  who  used  their  efforts 
and  employed  their  skill,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  were 
finally  saved.  These  exertions  were  continued  through 
the  third  day,  and  the  salvors  were  numerous,  a  circum- 
stance always  and  properly  considered.  The  Judge  ac- 
ting in  so  strong- a  case  of  labour,  skill,  and  service,  and 
applying- to  it  the  liberal  principles  with  which  he  pre- 
faces his  decree,  gave  to  the  salvors  less  than  one-four- 
teenth part  of  the  value  of  the  ])roperty  saved,  that  is 
something  more  than  X'12U0  on  £17,604. 

4  Rob.  184,  "The  Trclawny." 

In  this  case,  the  "Lord  Nelson,"  a  slave  ship,  had  re- 
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covered  the  Trelawiiy,  Hiiother  slave  ship,  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  from  some  insurgent  slaves  wholiad  disposses- 
sed tlic  master  and  crew  and  sent  them  on  shore.  This 
was  done  after  a  severe  conflict  with  very  desperate  per- 
sons, in  vvhicli  some  of  the  crew  of  the  "Lord  Nelson" 
were  wounded.  Without  this  adventurous  effort,  the 
"Trelawny"  and  her  carg^o  would  have  been  inevitably 
lost.  Tl)e  Judg-e,  in  deciding- the  , case,  says — lie  will 
consider  the  value  of  the  property  and  the  service  per- 
formed, which  he  adds  "is  to  be  considered  as  a  rescue 
effected  from  pirates,  and  to  say  the  least  of  it  full  as 
meritorious  as  recovering' the  property  out  of  "the  hands" 
of  a  public  enemy."  On  tliis  view  he  would  have  giv- 
en salvag-e  as  high  as  is  directed  by  the  prize  act  for  ca- 
ses of  recapture  of  war — but  he  remembei-s  tlie  nature 
of  the  trade  in  which  the  two  ships  were  employed, 
their  common  dang-er,  and  the  policy  and  dnty  of  ren- 
dering mutual  assistance,  and  not  as  ships  accidentally 
rendering'  sucli  assistance — considerations  which  have 
some  bearing-  iipen  the  case  before  us.  Under  these 
circumst.mces  the  court  allowed  one  tenth  of  the  value 
of  the  ship  and  cargo,  both  confessedly  saved  from  total 
and  inevitable  loss. 

Dods.  414,  the  "Blcndcn-Hall." 

This  vessel,  loaded  with  naval  stores,  was  separated 
from  her  convoy  by  tempestuous  weather,  by  which  she 
was  greatly  damaged  in  her  hull  and  rig'ging.  She  was 
taken  by  a  frencli  frigate,  her  master  and  crew  taken 
out,  and  the  ship  scuttled.  She  was  found  in  this  situa- 
tion by  the  packet  "Eliza;"  who  put  a  number  of  her 
crew  on  board  of  her.  Afterwards  being-  in  great  peril 
from  stormy  weather  and  in  great  distress,  she  was  re- 
lieved by  the  "Challeng-er,"  who  put  men  on  board  of 
her,  and  she  was  brought  to  Plymouth.  Sir  Wm.  Scott 
g-ave  one  tenth  of  the  value  of  the  property  saved  to  the 
salvors. 

Hagg  246,  "Thc-Raikes." 

This  was  the  first  case  of  salvage  service  by  a  steam- 
boat. I^ord  Stowell  declares  his  inclination  to  encour- 
age as  much  as  possible  similar  exertions  on  account  of 
the  great  skill  and  power  of  vessels  of  this  description. 
The  ship  saved  was  delivered  from  a  perilous  situation. 
There  w.as  great  alacrity  In  rendering'  the  assistance — 
the  steam  boat  went  out  from  Dover,  being  sent  for  on 
purpose  to  release  the  "Raikes,"  lay  by  her  all  night  in 
the  month  of  December  watching  and  attending  her, 
and  finally  brought  her  safe  in.  The  vessel  and  cargo 
were  estimated  at  the  value  of  £12,500,  and  the  judge 
meaning  far  the  reason  stated  to  be  exceeding  llberai, 
allowed  the  salvors  £200.  The  commisslonei  s  from 
whose  award  this  was  an  appeal  had  given  but  £150. 

These  are  the  leading  English  cases,  and  fix  a  princi- 
ple of  liberality,  tempered  by  moderation,  and  a  just  re- 
gard to  tlie  rights  and  owners  of  property  exposed  to 
marine  hazards,  that  may  he  safely  followed. 

The  American  decisions  on  this  subject  do  not  differ 
in  their  principles  from  those  cited  from  abroad, althoug-h 
the  allowances  appeal'  to  be  rather  more  liberal.  I  shall 
refer  to  some  of  the  best  authority. 

An  early  and  leading  case  in  this  district  rs  that  of  the 
"Belle  Creole,"  1  Adra.  Dec.  31.  Judge  Reters,  who 
examined  the  question  very  carefull}',  says — That  the 
compensation  is  not  to  be  a  mere  quantum  meruerunt, 
but  an  exemplary  reward  comprehending-  a  reward  for 
the  risk  of  life  and  property  for  the  salvors'  labour  and 
danger,  and  even  as  a  premium  for  similar  exei-tions. — 
He  quotes  the  principle,  that  "he  who  has  recovered 
the  property  of  another  from  Imminent  danger  by  great 
labor,  or  perhaps  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  should  be  re- 
warded by  him  who  has  been  so  materially  benefitted 
by  that  labour;  thus  Imminent  danger,  g-reat  labor,  ha- 
zard of  life,  and  materlid  benefit,  are  the  ingredients  of 
meritorious  salvage.  In  page  41  the  Judge  says:  "The 
maritime  law  has  varied  from  a  twentieth  to  one  half  ac- 
cording to  the  description  and  value  of  the  articles  sa- 
ved, and  the  risk,  labor,  and  expense  of  salvag-e."  In 
this  case  of  the  "Belle  Creole,"  the  court  allowed  a  sal- 
vage of  one  third. 


The  circumstances  were  these:  The  Libel  stated  that 
when  the  saving  ship  fell  in  with  the  Belle  Creole,  she 
was  declared  to  be  sinking — her  master  desired  the  sal-  . 
vors  to  remain  by  him — the  weather  was  tempesluous,  ■ 
and  the  Captain  and  crew  at  their  repeated  solici- 
tations were  taken  on  board  the  Amiable.  A  pro- 
position was  made  to  burn  the  Creole.  The  Cap- 
tain and-  crew  declared  when  they  left  her,  that 
they  relinquished  and  abandoned  her  and  every 
thing  on  board  of  her.  She  was  left  without  a  living 
person  on  board.  The  next  day  the  master  and  crew 
of  the  Amiable  took  from  her  aquantity  of  merchandise, 
and  she  was  set  on  fire  at  tlie  request  of  her  master.-;— 
The  answer  admits  that  she  -^  as  in  great  distress  and  in 
danger  of  perishing,  and  the  leading  facts  stated  in  the 
libel  were  established  by  the  evidence — she  ha<l  eleven 
feet  water  in  the  hold  when  the  articles  were  taken  out 
of  her,  and  one-h:df  of  the  cargo  had  been  thrown  over- 
board before  she  fell  in  with  the  Amiable.  The  Judge 
speaks  of  her  situation  as  distressed  and  hopeless. 

In  the  same  volume,  page  48,  in  the  case  of  the  Cato. 
She  was  found  by  the  Alexander  "In  great  distress  and 
on  the  point  of  perishing."  Her  master,  crew,  and  part 
of  her  cargo  were  taken  out  of  her  and  .she  was  aban- 
doned. A  gross  sum  of  $1500  was  allowed  to  the  sal-, 
vors,  being  about  two-fifths  of  the  property  saved. 

1  G.ili.  133— The  schooner  Polly,  with  a  cargo  of 
flour,  was  dismasted  at  sea— continued  nine  days  under 
jury  masts,  ami  was  in  a  very  distressed  situation.  Tell 
"in  with  the  Triton— the  whole  crew  of  the  Polly  went 
on  board  of  her,  and  remained  by  her  that  day  and  the 
following  night.  Then  another  ship,  "The  Reserve," 
came  up.  The  Triton  being  heavily  loaded,  the  cap- 
tain and  crew  of  the  Polly  went  on  board  of  the  lie- 
serve.  The  Triton  left  them.  The  Reserve  took  the 
Polly  in  tow  for  five  or  six  days,  and  dui-ing  that  time 
took  out  of  her  the  articles  libelled,  having  been  detain- 
ed on  the  service  a  week  on  her  voyage.  Judge  Story 
affirming  the  decree  of  the  District  Court,  allowed  a  sal- 
vage of  one-third— observing  that  by  the  stoppage  it 
seems  to  have  been  generally  considered  that  a  devia- 
tion resulted,  and  of  course  that  the  ship  was  put  at  the 
hazard  of  the  owners." 

la  the  Elaireau,  2  Cr.  240,  two-fifths  were  allowed  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  very  hope- 
less case,  recovered  altogether  by  the  salvors. 

The  Cora,  2  Adm.  Dec.  361,  was  a  deplorable  case  of 
distress;  she  was  deserted  by  her  crew,  with  five  feet 
water  in  her  hold,  and  brought  into  port  by  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Ceres,  with  great  difficulty,  exposing  the 
Ceres  to  great  danger,  from  the  absence  of  so  many  of 
her  hands.  The  men  put  on  board  the  Cora  were  also 
exposed  to  much  danger  during  a  storm.  _  In  sucli  case, 
one  third  of  the  gross  amount  of  sales  was  given  to  the 
salvors  by  the  District  Court,  and  affirmed  on  appeal, 
by  the  Circuit  Court. 

The  Maria,  same  book,  page  424,  suffered  in  a  storm, 
"so  long  and  so  much,  that  she  became  a  mere  wreck, 
and  no  hope  of  safety  was  left."  One  third  of  the  arti- 
cles saved  from  her  was  allowed  to  the  salvors.  The 
Maria  was  sunk,  and  lost. 

With  these  precedents  in  our  view,  I  will  recur  to  the 
case  of  these  libellants.  I  have  already  shown  that  the 
"Impending  peril,"  if  any  existed,  was  inconsiderable, 
uncertain  and  distant:  resting  rather  on  apprehension, 
than  reality.  The  danger  of  the  original  disaster  had 
gone  by.  "We  thought  ourselves  safe,"  says  the  mate; 
and  the  conduct  of  all  on  board  shows  that  they  really 
did  think  so.  Such  being  the  condition  of  those  to  whom 
the  assistance  of  the  libellants  was  tendered  and  given, 
what  Is  the  amount  of  the  merit  of  this  assistance,  in  re- 
ference to  the  labor,  skill,  risk  and  expense  with  which 
it  was  attended— when  the  libellants  descried  the  Elvi- 
ra, they  were  cruising  in  their  ordinary  vocation,  look- 
ing out  for  employment.  They  were,  it  is  true,  with- 
out the  pi  escribed  limKs  of  their  Pilot.age  ground,  but 
they  had  gone  for  their  own  pleasure  or  profit,  and  not 
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in  the  service  of  the  Elvira;  at  the  moment,  they  were 
steering  fer  their  harbor  within  tlie  Capes  for  the  iiii^-ht. 
They  returned  6  or  8  miles  to  the  Elvira,  and  this  was 
all  the  distance  they  went  out  of  their  way;  they  made 
fast  a  tow  line,  resumed  their  course  to  their  harhour, 
arid  came  to.  it  in  fine  weatlier  and  with  a  favoring  wind, 
a  few  hours  later  than  they  would  have  done  had  they 
left  the  Elvira  to  her  fate.  So  far  they  have  endured 
neither  labour,' risk  nor  expense  in  this  service.  On 
account  of  a  headwind  they  remained  snug  and  safe  in 
this  harbor  during  the  next  day,  which  was  the  20th  of 
March.  In  the  m.orning  of  the  21st  thej  make  sail  and 
proceed  up  the  bay,  and  in  the  evening  came  to  anchor 
about  three  miles  below  Reedy  Island. 

The  nest  morning  at  abeut  8  o'clock  they  are  under 
weigh  again  and  come  to  above  the  point  house,  that  is 
9.bout  three  miles  below  the  city,  at  between  2  and  3  o'- 
clock in  the  same  afternoon.  In  a  short  time  they  were 
at  the  wharf  in  this  city.  All  this  was  done  without 
one  moment  of  anxiety  or  danger — one  effort  of  labour 
and  a  very  small  expense.  The  sails  of  the  Leo  and 
Elvira  acted  upon  by  a  favoring  breeze  performed  the 
whole  duty,  and  for  aught  we  know  the  crews  oi  both 
vessels  reposed  in  total  inactivity  during  the  whole  pas- 
sage. In  coming  within  the  Capes  on  tlie  night  of  the 
19th,  the  libellants  only  did  what  they  would  have  done 
for  their  own  purpose  and  accommodation,  and  all  they 
added  to  their  labour  hi  service  of  the  Elvira,  was  the 
passage  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  towing 
her  into  the  Capes.  The  Elvira  appears  tojiave  been 
so  entirely  able  to  get  up  to  the  city  of  herself,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  the  Leo  accompanied  her,  not 
because  her  aid  was  necessary,  but  to  look  after  her  re- 
ward. When  we  consider  the  rate  at  which  these  ves- 
sels came  up  the  bay  and  river,  sailing  from  their  an- 
chorage a  few  miles  below  Reedy  Island  to  Gloucester 
Point,  a  distance  of  55  miles,  in  about  seven  hours,  it  is 
clear  the  Elvira  did  not  hang  very  iieavily  upon  her 
conductor,  but  must  have  been  greatly  aided  by  her 
own  sails  in  her  progress.  I  must  repeat  that  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted  that  she  could  have  come  up  of  her- 
self; that  after  she  got  within  the  Capes  she  was  no  lon- 
ger in  any  danger;  and  that  the  necessary,  and  indeed 
the  useful  service  she  received  from  the  Leo,  ended  on 
their  anchoring  in  their  harbour  on  the  first  night.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  she  then  got  a  new  anchor  from 
the  shore,  and  her  danger,  at  least,  was  at  an  end. 

In  assessing  the  compensation  which  should  be  paid 
to  these  libellants,  we  must  not  overlook  the  great  loss 
irretrievably  sustained  by  the  owner  of  the  Elvira  and 
her  cargo  by  this  disaster.  Her  masts,  sails  and  rigging 
entirely  demolished — her  anchor  and  chain  cable  lost — 
her  load  thrown  or  swept  overboard,  and  a  voyage  pro- 
tracted for  six  weeks  that  might  have  been  performed 
in  as  many  days.  -         -  ~ 

It  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  say  that  half  ©f  her  pro- 
perty has  been  sunk  in  this  misfortun-e.  It  wowld  be 
cruel  and  unjust  to  aggravate  so  much  suffering  by  an 
extravagant  charge  for  such  inconsiderable  services.— 
We  must  not  teach  a  salvor  that  he  may  stand  ready  to 
devour  what  the  Ocean  may  spare.  He  must  not- be 
permitted  to  believe  that  he  brings  in  a  prize  of  war  and 
not  a  friend  in  distress.  If  he  has  afforded  his  assis- 
tance to  the  distressed  in  a  proper  spirit  he  will  be  sat- 
isfied with  a  just  and  fair  remuneration  for  the  labours, 
hazard  and  expense  he  has  encountered  in  the  service 
and  it  is  only  a  proper  spirit  that  we  should  seek  or  de- 
sire to  satisfy.  ^o  this  measure  of  compensation  the 
Judge  governed  by  a  liberal  policy  will  add  a  reasona- 
ble encouragement  which  the  generous  and  humane  will 
hardly  need  to  prompt  them  to  exertions  to  relieve  their 
fellow  men  in  danger  and  distress.  But  we  must  re- 
member that  the  policy  of  the  law  is  not  to  provoke  or 
satisfy  the  appetite  of  avarice,  but  to  hold  an  induce- 
ment to  sucli  as  require  it,  to  make  extraordinary  ef- 
forts to  save  those  who  may  be  encompassed  with  per- 
ils beyond  their  own  strength  to  subdue. 


In  the  present  case,  we  can  hardly  say  that  any  extra., 
ordinary  effort  was  made.  To  take  a  tow-line  from  a  dis-  - 
abled  vessel,  is  one  of  the  most  ordinary  acts  of  courtc 
sy,  among  sea-faring  men.  I  know  of  no  probable  op 
plausible  calculations,  on  which  I  can  suppose  that  the 
pilot-boat  an^d  those  on  board  of  her,  could  have  earned 
half  the  amount  tendered  by  the  respondent,  while  en- 
gaged with  the  Elvira,  and  certainly  they  could  not  have 
earned  it  with  less  labor,  risk  and  expense. 

I  decree  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  above 
one-ninth-of  the  value  of  the  property  saved,  be  paid 
clear  of  costs,  to  the  libellants,  for  the  services  rendered 
to  the  schq<?ner  Elvira  and  her. cargo.  If,  in  fixing  this 
amount  of  salvage,  I  have  been  infiucnced  by  the  sunj 
offered  by  the  respondent,  I  can  assure  the  libellants 
that  that  influence  has  been  altogether  favourable  to 
them. 

I  make  no  order  of  distribution  among  the  salvors,  as 
their  counsel  has  informed  the  ^:ourt  they  hav6  arran.- 
ged,  or  will  arrange  this  matter  among  themselves. 


REPORT  OF  INFANT  SCHOOIi  SOCIETY. 

Another  year  has  elapsed  since  the  Managers  of  the 
Infant  School  Society  laid  before  its  patrons  a  statement 
of  their  proceedings. 

At  this  interesting  period,  interesting,  because  it 
completes  the  second  year  of  the  existence  of  Infant 
Schools  in  our  city,  would  the  Managers  congratulate 
the  friends  of  this  noble  cause  on  the  success  which  has 
attended  their  efforts,  and  give  thanks  where  alone 
thanks  are  due,  to  a  benignant  Providence, who  through 
their  instrumentality  has  transformed  many  a  miserable- 
unlettered  hovel  into  the  abode  of  instruction,  praye? 
and  praise. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  year  your  committee  wer^ 
able  to  number  three  hundred  and  six  infant  children 
who  were  the  recipients  of  your  bounty.  At  this  time 
the  schools,  four  in  number,  embrace  between  seven  an^ 
eight  hundred,  making  the  number  more  than  double. 
In  May  last,  your  committee  found  it  necessary  to  make 
some  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  School  No.  1 — as 
the  room  in  vi'hich  it  was  opened  was  merely  loaned  un- 
til more  suitable  and  permanent  accommodatiens  could 
be  obtained.  Accordingly  a  brick  building  formerly 
used  as  a  place  of  worshipi  situate  on  the  west  side  of 
Thirteenth  street,  between  Rage  and  ylne  streets,  with 
a  lot  of  ground  and  two  small  dwelling  houses  in  the 
rear,  was  rented  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  pei? 
annum,  for  the  term  of  two  years — possession  to  be  giv- 
en oh  the  first  of  June.  On  the  Jlth  of  that  month  the 
school  was  removed  to  ih&i  V^'acq  .  Four  hundred  forty 
nine  children  have  there  been  instructed.  The  number 
who  have  been  removed  from  various  causes,  dismissed, 
as  past  age,  and  died,  is  one  hundreds  eleven,- leaving 
three  hundred  and  thirty  eight— biihis  number,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  may  be  considered  regular  attendants. — 
Your  committee  . have  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense 
to  render  thi,?,  a  model  school,  where  the  system  should 
be  properly  developed,  persons  prepare  themselves  for 
teachers,  and  strangers  gain  such  an  insight  mto  this 
mode  of  instructing  the  infant  mind,  as  to  feci  that  they 
had  something  to  do  in  this  cause.  We  have  reason  to 
think  that  many  streams  have  issued  from  this  fountain. 
We  believe  that  many  hearts  have  been  warmed  by  the 
scene  there  exhibited,  many  judgments  convinced,  and 
many  resolutions  formed — which  have  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  schools  in  different  parts  of  our  coun- 
Iry;  which  are  living  witnesses,  even  in  this  point  of 
view,  that  the  labor  and  expense  there  bestowed  have 
not  been  in  vain.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1829,  this  school 
passed  from  the  care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon,  who  Iiave 
had  the  charge  of  it  since  its  formation, into  the  hands  of 
female  teachers.  Successful  experiment  led  your  com- 
mittee to  this  nieasure. 

In  the  month  of  June  last  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  open  a  second  school  for  wliite  children,  Suita.: 
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ble  accommodations  were  found  in  Colleg'e  Avenue  in 
Tenth  street,  between  Chesnut  and  Markets  streets.  A 
larg-e  room  and  play  ground  attached  to  it,  were  rented 
at  $80  per  annum— possession  to  be  given  on  the  first 
of  October.  Two  female  teachers  were  engaged,  and 
thirty-seven  children  received  on  the  13th  of  the  same 
month.  This  school  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state  and 
stands  as  a  record  of  the  faithfulness  of  its  teachers.  The 
whole  number  who  have  been  instructed  in  it  within  its 
walls  is  iujo  Jmndred  and  thirty-five.  Left  from  various 
CAuses,  forti/seven;  removed 'by  death  three,-  dismissed 
as  over  age //tee?i— leaving  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

In  February  last  it  was  resolved  to  open  a  third  school 
In  the  eastern  part  of  our  city,  so  as  to  gather  in  the 
children  who  inhabit  the  garrets  and  cellars  of  W.ater 
street.  A  committee  was  appointed,  who  succeeded  in 
obtaming  rooms  at  No.  20  Spruce  street,  at  the  rent  of 
5S100  per  annum.  These  rooms  have  been  fitted  up  by 
said  committee  with  donations  collected  for  that  pur- 
pose vi^ithout  encroaching  on  the  annual  contributions 
by  which  the  society  is  principally  supported.  The 
school  was  opened  on  the  28th  of  April  WAh  forttj-two 
children,  which  number  in  three  weeks  has  increased  to 
ninety-four.    Female  teachers  are  employed. 

The  colored  school  is  also  in  a  flourishing  state,  en- 
couraging the  hearts  of  those  who  feel  an  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  this  long-neglected  people.  The  whole 
number  who  have  been  under  the  care  of  your  commit- 
tee IS  owe  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  Left  from  various  cau- 
ses, SIX;  removed  by  death,  three;  dismissed  as  over 
age,  three— leaving  o?ie/iu??(f/-ec?«?2c^_/?/i'!/-seuOT  Of  this 
number  115  may  be  considered  regular  attendants.— 
Your  committee  have  been  obllged\o  refuse  receiving 
children,  as  the  room  is  crowded,  and  the  accommoda- 
tions confined.  It  is  important  to  open  another  colored 
school  at  once— what  is  115  coloured  children  to  the 
hundreds,  nay  even  thousands  that  inhabit  our  lanes  and 
al  eys.  It  IS  truly  painful  to  see  the  disappointment 
which  clouds  the  brow  of  a  mother  anxious  to  snatch 
her  offspring  from  the  contagion  of  vice  and  iniquity 
and  place  it  under  the  influence  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion, when  she  is  told  that  her  infant  must  still  be  expo- 
sed to  the  danger  from  which  she  would  willinHy  res- 
cue It,  because  the  school  is  full  ^nd  there  is  no  provi- 
sion made  for  another.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  - 
tins  tund  is  entirely  separate,  and  in  no  way  benefitted 
by  any  contribution  to  the  Infant  School  Society.  Peo- 
ple of  color  contribute  to  its  support,  and  some  of  the 
parents  manifest  an  interest  in  this  institution.  In  seve- 
ral instances  persons  whose  circumstances  are  above 
those  whose  children  are  the  objects  of  your  charity, 
have  offered  \yith  apparent  anxiety  any  reasonable  sum 
to  have  their  children  adfhitted.  The  reason  given  for 
this  i-equest  was  the  moral  impi=evemcnt  observable  at 
home  of  several  who  wei-e  named.  One  in  particular 
was  pointed  out,  who  was  actually  picked  up  in  the 
street,  in  a  violent  fit  &f  rage,  with  a  large  stone  raised 
to  throw  at  his  brother.  J  his  child  was  brought  in,  a 
a  violent,  headstrong  and  ungovernable  boy — but  the  li- 
on seems  to  be  changed  into  the  lamb,  and  this,  without 
any  punishment,  simply  by  mildness  and  unlendins; 
Jirmnees,  connected  with  instruction  received; 

The  children  are  found  reasoning  among  themselves, 
by  the  rule  of  conduct  laid  down  in  oijr  schools,  "Thus 
saith  the  Lord."  In  one  instance  a  teacher  was  obliged 
to  break  a  promise  she  had  made.  One  of  the  children 
on  returning  home  mentioned  it  to  her  mother  saying 
"I  wonder  whether  our  teacher  remembers  that  liars 
Will  be  turned  into  hell." 

Feelings  of  gratitude  are  discoverable  for  kindness  re- 
ceived. They  sometimes  bring  little  presents  to  their 
teachers,  and  in  one  instance  a  boy  who  had  experien- 
ced particular  kindness  from  them,  was  observed  by  his 
father  in  deep  thought.  His  parent  questioned  him.— 
"Father,"  answered  he,  "I  was  thinking  how  kind  my 
teachers  were  to  me,  and  whether  you  could  not  mend 
their  combs. "  This  was  followed  by  a  request  that  the 
combs  should  be  sent.  ■ 


Reverence  for  the  Sahhath  is  also  particularly  remark- 
ble.  _  A  littieboy  on  coming  to  the  Sabbath  school  one 
morning  was  observed  to  look  very  sad.  On  beingask- 
ed  '  'what  is  the  matter"  ?  his  eyes  filled  with  tears  as  he 
exclaimed  "My  father  is  breaking  the  Sabbath-cky— he 
has  gone  skaiting."  Did  you  tell  him  of  it,  said  his 
teacher— "Yes,"  answered  the  little  reprover— I  told 
hinrit  w'as  God's  holy  Sabbath,  but  he  said  he  would  do 
it."  This  little  boy  wheneverthe  question  how  do  peo- 
ple openly  break  the  Sabbatli-day  was  asked,  would  im- 
mediately answer  "by  skaiting"— so  strongly  did  the 
sinfulness  of  this  act  seem  to  be  impressed  on  his  mind. 

Fondness  fur  School  \s.  constantly  exhibited.  During 
the  Jate  recess  in  No.  1  while  some  arrangements  were 
making  in  the  room,  two  of  the  little  children  attended 
at  No.  2  until  their  own  school  re-commenced,  accom- 
modating themselves  with  the  greatest  readiness  to  the 
customs  of  No.  2.  A  little  boy  who  entered  at  No.  3 
so  Lately  formed,  was  absent  for  a  few  days.  One  morn- 
ing his  teacher  observed  him  standing  about  the  door  of 
the  house;  when  she  asked  him  why  he  did  not  come  in, 
he  burst  into  tears,  and  said  his  father  would  not  let  him 
come  because  they  taught  him  to  pray.  This  love  for 
school  becomes  painful  when  the  children  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  these  houses  of  refuge.  They  appear  to 
feel  that  they  are  abeut  to  be  separated  from  their  best 
friend.  The  most  painful  duty  which  your  managers 
have  to  perform  is  the  dismisal  of  children,  when  they 
have  arrived  at  the  age  at  which  they  can  no  longer  be 
considered  subjects  for  an  Infant  School.  The  follow- 
ing facts  serve  to  prove  that  this  is  the  case.  Two 
brothers,  a  few  days  ago,  came  to  speak  to  their  teacher. 
On  seeing  them  in  tears  and  hearing  their  loud  sobs  he 
asked  them  the  cause,  when  one  of  them  said,  "why  the 
ladies  were  at  our  house  last  night,  and  told  mother  we 
jnust  not  come  any  more  to  school,  and  mother's  very 
sorry,  and  so  are  we,  and  we  have  come  to  bid  you  good 
bye."  We  are  told  some  of  these  children  are  crying 
every  day  to  return.  A  little  one  meeting  her  teacher 
in  the  street,  begged  him  to  permit  her  to  return  if  it 
was  only  for  a  day  or  two.  Your  managers  recommend 
to  the  parents  in  all  cases  the  removal  of  the  children 
from  Infant  to  public  schools.  In  some  instances  this  is 
done — but  we  regret  to  say  not  in  all. 

While  we  throw  out  these  httle  anecdotes,  illustra- 
tive of  the  good  eflxcts  of  these  schools  on  the  hearts  of 
the  children,  we  must  not  forbear  to  add  that  the  head 
is  also  attended  to.  Some  who  did  not  know  a  letter 
when  they  entered,  have  in  the  space  of  seven  months 
learned  to  read.  A  Sabbath  school  teacher  in  one  of 
our  churches  on  questioning  her  classes  a  few  sabbaths 
since,  found  two  of  her  little  charge  answering  with 
great  correctness  every  question  proposed.  Surprised 
at  the  change,  she  enquired  the  cause,  and  was  inform- 
ed they  had  been  on,e  lueek'm  an  infant  school. 
;  An  utter  destitution  of  selfishness  and  a  nice  discrimi- 
nation is  observable.  A  teacher  has  occasion-ally 
brought  in  some  little  reward  and  requested  the  chil- 
dren to  name  several  of  the  most  deserving,  which  has 
generally  resulted  in  singling  out  those  who  in  the 
teachers  judgment  were  most  meritorious.  Volumes 
might  be  written  of  the  good  efl:'ects  of  these  institutions. 
Let  those  who  are  skeptical  go  with  these  children  to 
their  homes,  and  hear  their  parents  pronouncing  bles- 
sings on  Infant  Schools.  Let  them  listen  to  the  heart- 
felt  gratitude  expressed  to  their  teachers  for  their  care 
and  kindness.  'Tis  true,  there  are  some  who  do  not 
appreciate  the  privilege,  but  they  are  those  who  are 
regardless  of  every  mercy  received.  In  February  last 
it  was  resolved  to  employ  female  teachers  throughout 
the  schools,  the  salaries  were  accordingly  fixed  at  f25Q 
for  principal  teachers— assistants  $100.  It  will  be  ob- 
served from  the  Treasurers  account,  th.at  the  annual  in- 
come  from  subscriptions  and  stock  is  not  sufficient  to 
meet  even  the  expenses  of  necessary  teachers.  When 
tile  rents  and  other  incidental  expenses  are  considered, 
the  necessityl  for  an  appeal  to   public  liberality  is  at 
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once  evident.  The  four  schools  under  Ihc  care  of  this 
Society  cannot  be  supplied  under  S2000  per  annum  and 
our  yearly  income  is  not  §1000.  Any  assistance  from 
g-ovcrnment  depends  upon  the  pleasure  of  thecontrollers 
of  public  schools,  who  have  been  authorize  to  establish, 
or  to  take  Infant  schools  under  their  care.  Application 
was  made  to  that  body  in  December  last;  no  aid  has 
yet  been  received;  we  are  informed  the  subject  is  under 
consideration— but  otu-  treasury  is  exhausted,  .and  our 
schools  must  derive  aid  from  some  quarter.  Tis  true, 
our  dependance  is  on  that  Being  wh«  never  forsakes 
the  work  ofliis  hands,  but  it  is  his  pleasure  to  use  the 
instrumentality  of  feeble  men.  We  therefore  call  up- 
on those  who  desire  to  see  a  moral  and  virtuous  gpenera- 
tion  l  ising-  round  them,  who  love  the  future  welfare  of 
their  country  to  come  forth, and  aid  this  cause—  emphat- 
ically the  cause  of  morality,  of  virtue,  of  rehgion. 

Infant  Schuol  Socidy  in  account  with  S.II.  Yarnall,  Tr'r. 

1829.  Dli- 
To  cash  paid  Teacher's  salaries,  ..         $906  56 

Kent,  -  -    A-'  T:        240  83 

Sundry  expenses  at  School  No.l,  190  01 
do  at  No  2,  163  09 

Carpenter's  work  and  painting-,  119  86 
Paving- vard  at  School  No.  1,  70  74 

do         do        No.  2,  34  36 

Books,  stationary,  and  printing-,  36  50 
Expenses  of  charter,    ,       -  18  50 

Cost  and  charges  of  apparatus'! 
.,,  for  Schools,  imported  from  >    63  71 
"    England  in  1827,  J 
Balance,  .-;-:„  ■-  :•„  ,   -     62  66 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


CR. 

B}'  Balance  remaining  in  Treasurer's  hands  7 
5th  mo.  16,  1828,  V 
Proceeds  of  sale  of  U.  S.  Bank  stock,  rec'd, 
Life  subscriptions,  .  -  . 

Annual       do  !i>.-,- >■ .-^i  i  j-i  vi.    ^  ^  , 

Managers' fines,  -       .  •  >  i.----  . - 

Dividend  on  stock,  -      ■  '  >  .    -  '-i 

Donations,  -  -  - 

Children's  box,  received  from, 
"Contributors  do  -       ,  - 

Loan,      .    -  -  -  ,  ■  '-  ' 


9  31 


200 
260 
652 
2 
57 
341 
50 
53 


00 
00 
00 
75 
36 
56 
84 
00 


300  00 


SI  906  82 


PhUaiklphla,  Sthmo.20,\^19. 

School  fur  coloured  children  in  accoun/  with  S.  H.  Yar- 
ncll.  Treasurer. 
1829.  DR. 
To  amount  expended  as  per  vouchers,  $501  96 

Balance,  156  52 


S5658  46 


CR. 

Ry  balance  from  last  vear. 

Contributions  received  for  the  use  of  the 
-  School, 


227  15 


?658  48 


$1906J2      Philadelphia,  5lh  mo.  20,  1829. 
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TherrnomeitT. 

Barometer. 

Dai/s  of  the  month. 

JVind. 

Days  of  the  month. 

Weather. 

Max.  28th  77.° 
Min.  3d  50.° 
Diff.  of  ex.  27. 
Mean  ex.  63^ 

Mean  tempe 
dally  observatio 

Max. 15th  29.90 
Min. 10th  29.17 
Diff.  ex.  29  73 
Mean  cx.29,53i 
ralure  for  three 

IS. 

21,  /  ,  _  •: 

2,3,4U5,30;  ,  '■; 

7,16,19,20,32,-29, 

26, 

'6„8,  9,11,14,18,24,25, 
1,17,  [27,28,31 
5,10,12,13,22, 

1    day  N 

5  E 

6  S  E 

1  S 
11    S  w 

2  W 
5     N  W 

I,  5,6,7,8,12,13,17,21,22,23,24 
10,14,18,20,25.26,27,28,30, 
2,3, 

19,29, 

II,  15,16, 
4,9, 

12  days  clear, 
9p  clear  p  cly. 
2p  cly.  p  rain. 
2thund  &  rain 
3  steady  rain. 
2  sliowery. 

The  morning  of  the  IStli,  the  lowest  state  of  the  Ther- 
mometer, at  40°;  the  highest  was  on  the  noon  or  be- 
tween 1  and  3o'clock,  F.  M.  of  the  28th,  therm,  at  83°; 
range  in  the  month  43°.  The  difference  between  the' 
mornings  and  noons,  in  some  instances,  varied  from  8° 
to  22°  and  upwards,  for  instance  60°  in  tlie  morning,  68° 
at  noon,  difference  8° — 48°  in  the  morning,  70°  at  noon, 
difference  22°.  The  highest  state  of  the  Barometer  in 
the  month,  was  on  the  15th,  29.90;  the  lowest  on  the 
10th,  29  17 — range  in  tlie  month,  29.73.  -  There  was 
frost,  with  ice,  in  some  places,  on  the  13th.  On  the 
19th  and  29th,  there  were  thunder  gusts,  with  stormy 
wind,  and  heavy  rain.  The  wind  has  been  18  days  of 
this  month,  We^t  of  the  Meridian;  11  d.\vs  East  of  of  it; 
1  d-ay  Nortli,  and  1  day  South.  This  month  has  been  9° 
mean.temperature,  warmer  than  last  April,  and  1  degree 
warmer  than  May.  1828.  There  have  been  but  8  d.ays 
in  this  month,  that  a  Thermometer,  at  noon,  in  the 
shade,  arose  above  summer  heat,  and  that  only  in  one 
instance,  the  highest  7°,  on  the  28th. 

The  former  part  of  this  month,  rather  cool  and  back- 
ward for  the  season;-  the  latter  part,  genei  ally,  a  hot  sun 
between  heavy  showers  which  seems  now  to  hurry  on 
vegetation  rapidly. 

In  my  last  I  noticed  chinks  or  cracks  in  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  in  grain  fields,  which  I  account  for  thus:  In 


the  time  of  heavy  showers,  or,  continued  rain  in  the 
spring,  evaporation  is  urged  on  very  rapidly  by  the 
agency  of  the  electric  fluid,  at  that  time  near  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth,,  vvhich  causes  the  fissures  to  make  way 
for  tlve  ascending  vapours;  iff  recollect  right.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin has  somewhere  mentioned  something  like  this.  At 
no  time,  is  the  electric  fluid  more  active  than  in  the 
time  of  heavy  showei  s  or  rain.  This  may  be  proved  by 
rain  guages  of  equal  dimensions,  at  different  hciglits; 
that  nearest  the  ground  always  has  most  water;  this  is 
easily  accounted  for,  the  descending  drops  of  rain  meet 
the  ascending  vapoui-,  join  with  it,  by  which  they  are 
increased  every  instant  until  they  touch  the  earth.  But 
these  drops,  tliat  seem  by  their  force  to  raise  bubbles  on 
the  surface  of  water,  standing  in  little  hollows,  are  not 
spherical  as  some  suppose  them  to  be,  but  hemispheri- 
cal and  hollow  like  inverted  cups;  this  is  not  all,  the 
bubble  is  not  caused  by  the  force  of  the  drop  so  much  as 
by  electric  agency :  any  person  may  satisfy  himself  of 
this,  by  attentively  watching  during  the  time  of  a  heavy 
shower.  Often  have  I  seen  the  water  rise  in  a  conical 
point  to  meet  the  descending  drop  before  it  came  in 
contact  with  the  water,  and  these  appearances  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  will  continue,  until  an  equilibri- 
um of  the  electric  fluid  as  well  as  the  moisture  of  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  and  the  surrounding-  atmosphere 
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takes  place,  after  which,  vegetation  proceeds  regularly. 

In  my  next,  I  purpose  to  offer  an  opinion  upon 
some  of  the  phenomena  of  our  atmosphere,  founded  up- 
on known  facts;  hypothesis,  if  not  supported  by  actual 
.  observation,  has  little  to  do  with  Meteorology,  &  should 
never  be  resorted  to. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  MUSGUAVE. 

"VVe  have  received  the  first  number  of  the  Lehigh  Pi- 
oneer and  Maunch  Cimnk  Courier,  published  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  edited  by  Amos  Sisty — from  it  we  make  several 
extracts.  .  . 

LEHIGH  CANAL. 

The  Lehigh  Canal  was  commenced  in  the  summer  of 
1825,  under  the  direction  of  Josiah  White,  Esq.  Acting 
Manager  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company; 
and  in  about  six  months,  one  mile,  extending  from 
Mauch  Chunk  towards  Easton,  was  completed.  This 
portion  is  constructed  with  a  bottom  60  feet  wide,  and 
calculated  for  a  depth  of  5  feet,  although  it  has  hereto- 
fore been  used  with  only  two  or  three  feet  water.  It  was 
made  thus  large  in  oi'derto  form  a  convenient  basin  or 
boat  harbour,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  business  of 
Mauch  Chunk.  The  banks  are  paved  on  ihe  inside 
with  river  stone.  Upon  this  mile  there  are  5  wooden 
locks.  The  1st  is  a  guard  lock,  the  2d  a  lift  lock  of  7 
feet,  and  the  3  others  each  6  feet  lift,  and  con^ibined, 
making  in  the  whole  25  feet  overcome  by  4  lift  locks: 
they  are  each  130  feet  by  30  in  the  chamber. 

In  June,  1827,  the  canal  from  the  end  of  the  1st  mile 
(then  finished)  was  undertaken  under  the  superintend- 
«nce  of  Canvass  White,  Esq.  Civil  Engineer.  The  dis- 
tance from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Easton,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Lehigh  is  miles.  Thirty-seven  miles  being  canal 
and  the  remainder  river  navigation.  The  canal  is  45 
feet  in  m  idth  at  the  bottom,  with  5  feet  water.  The 
banks  having  a  slope  of  one  and  a  half  feet  base  to  one 
foot  rise,  giving  a  surface  of  60  feet;  except  in  sandy 
soils  where  the  slope  is  2  feet  base  to  one  foot  rise, 
leaving  the  canal  65  feet  in  width  at  top  water. 

In  many  places  the  canal  is  carried  in  the  river  at  the 
foot  of  UluflTs;  in  such  cases  it  is  jirotected  on  the  out- 
side by  substantial  slope  walls  from  the  freshets  of  the 
stream,  which  seldom  I'ise  to  a  greater  heig-ht  than  six 
feet.  The  towing  path  is  1  feet  wide,  the  berm  bank 
6  feet  wide  on  the  fop.  Along  one  side  of  the  pools 
made  by  the  Dams,  towing  paths  are  formed  in  a  per- 
manent mannerand  faced  with  slope  walls. 

The  Lock  walls  are  composed  of  rough  stone,  laid  in 
Hydraulic  cement,  and  planked  on  the  inside  with  two 
inch  pine.    This  cement  was  discovered  in  the  immedi- 
,  ate  vicinity  of  the  canal  and  has  proved,  to  be  of  an  ex- 
cellent (juality. 

The  locks  are  100  feet  between  the  hollow  coins,  and 
22  feet  wide,  exclusive  of  the  four  hft  locks  already 
mentioned,  there  are  5  locks  of  6  feet  lift,  2  of  6|,  10 
of  7,  20  of  8,  1  of  8.20,  2  of  8-J,  and  1  of  14. 17  feet  lift; 
making  in  the  whole  from  Mauch  Chunk  361.17  feet 
■overcome  by  47  locks.  There  are  also  7  guard  locks  2 
of  which  have  been  enumerated  among  the  lift  locks. 

Eight  dams  supply  the  canal  with  water,  which  vary 
in  height  from  6  to  16  feet;  they  are  built  of  round 
timber  in  the  form  of  crib  work,  and  covered  with  poles 
about  one  foot  in  diameter. 

There  are  about  twenty-three  bridges;  seven  of  which 
are  tor  public  roads.  'I  he  Farm  bridges  are  13  feet 
wide — the  road  bridges  21  feet  wide;  they  are  general- 
ly 50  feet  span,  erected  on  stone  abutments  of  dry  M'alls, 
and  raised  7  feet  above  top  water  line. 

An  aqueduct  is  built  over  the  Monockesy  at  Bethle- 
hem, of  three  stone  arclies,  each  18  feet  span.  One  of 
3  stone  piers  with  a  wooden  superstructure,  over  tlie 
Aquanshicola  creek  at  Lehigh  Gap— a  similar  one  over 
^he  Hockendoque,  %nd  the  4th  with  one  pier  over 
srtgh's  creek.  * 


There  are  22  culverts,  4  of  which  are  double — the 
others  are  single  arches  of  from  3  to  5  feet  span,  all  of 
stone,  laid  in  Hydraulic  cement.  Also  about  22  waste 
wiers  of  wood,  from  50  to  100  feet  in  length. 

The  whole  canal  is  built  with  great  attention  to 
strength  and  durabilitj',  but  with  little  regard  to  orna- 
ment. The  completion  of  this  great  work  is  confident- 
ly expected  in  a  short  time;  and,  although  difficulties 
have  been  met  with  during  its  progress  which  weie  not 
anticipated  in  the  commencement;  yet,  by  perseve- 
rance and  diligence  they  have  been  successfully  en- 
countered. 

Presenting  a  great  breadth  of  surface,  and  depth  of 
water,  unusual  facilities  for  rapid  movement  will  be  af- 
forded without  much  risk  to  the  banks — while  the  ani- 
mals that  draw  the  boats  upon  it,  in  consequence  of  the 
lessened  resistance,  will  apply  their  strength  with  more 
ease  to  themselves,  and  advantage  to  their  eroplo^'ers. 

In  the  early  part  of  next  season,  we  ma}'  expect  to 
see  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, 
opened  for  trade;  most  of  it  is  now  done,  and  the  re- 
mainder put  under  contract  to  be  finished  this  year; 
when  there  will  be  an  uninterrupted  slack  water  navi- 
gation from  Mauch  Chunk  to  tide;  and,  when  the  whole 
-shall  be  in  full  and  successful  operation,  a  cheap  and 
ready  means  of  conveyance  will  be  obtained  between 
the  immense  Coal  region  of  the  Lehigh  Com[)any  and 
the  city  of  Philadelphia — and  by  the  Morris  canal  with 
New-York;  affording  also  a  convenient  outlet  for  the 
produce  of  the  fertile  vallies  of  Northampton  and  Le- 
high counties,  and  for  the  iron  ore  which  is  found  in 
many  places  iiear  the  river  Lehigh  in  great  abimdance. 

Thus  offering  a  fair  prospect  of  ample  remuneration 
for  the  uiu'emitting  industry  of  an  enterprising  compa- 
ny, and,  at  the  same  time,  largely  benefittir.g  the  pub- 
lic. -  Mauch  Chunk  Courier,  ' 


Among  the  many  articles  of  commerce  and  home 
consumption  of  our  state,  the  article  of  lumber  does  not 
form  a  sinall  item;-  and  although  we  have  no  cause  to  ap- 
prehend sl  want  for  the  general  purposes  of  buihling, 
trade,  or  even  commerce,  for  centuries  to  come,  yet  the 
rapid  improvement  oii  the  countr\-^ — particularly  along 
the  banks  and  vallies  of  our  rivers  and  streams  by  cut- 
ting away  the  forests  to  give  place  to  agricultural  pur-, 
suits,  has  no  doubt  had  a  tendency  to  advance  the  price,' 
and  in  some  instances  effect  a  scarcity. 

This  evil  has  unquestionably  been  felt"  by  the  differ- 
ent towns  and  villages  bordering  upon  the  Lehigh  and 
Delaware — and  the  advance  in  the  price  of  lumber  in  the 
market  of  Philadelphia,  is  probably  owing  to  the  same 
cause.  What  effect  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  those  rivers  by  canal  may  have  upon  the  lumber  mar- 
ket we  are  not  ]3repared  to  say,  but  we  argue  that  it 
will  be  very  favorable,  at  least,  in  considerably  increa- 
sing the  suppl}'.  We  already  notice  a  disposition  among 
the  owners  of  timbered  ajid  tillable  lands,  borilering 
upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Lehigh  and  its  tributary 
streams  to  look  up  their  boundary  lines,  examine  the  na- 
ture of  their  titles  and  claims,  and  fix  a  real  value  upon 
property,  which,  previous  to  the  operations  of  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  was  not  taken  into 
account  and  scarcely  considered  worth  the  annual  tax- 
es with  which  they  were  charged.  Several  gentlemen 
in  Philadelijliia,  holders  of  lands  in  this  quarter  have  this 
season  sent  on  their  agents,  had  their  lands  surveyed  in- 
to lots,  and  put  in  a  condition  to  be  disposed  of  to  pur-  • 
chasers  wl)0  may  be  inclined  to  engage  in  lumbering  or.  .. 
other  pursuits.  Others  have  erected  saw  mills  and  ai-e.  - 
fast  paving  the  way  for  more  extensive  operations,  .  _ 
'I'he  prices  at  which  these  lands  are  now  held,  we  are  : 
told,  are  from  two  to  five  dollars  per  acre — according 
to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  value  of  timber,  oi-es,  or  othep 
minerals,  or  properties  which  they  may  possess. 
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The  following  Meteorological  Table,  kept  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  was  handed  to  us  for  publication.  It  will  no  doubt 
be  interesting-  to  our  readers — and  we  shall  publish  a 
regular  monthly  account. 

"According'  to  Fahrenheit's  Thermometer.the  tetn- 
perature  of  the  weather  at  Maucli  Clunik,  in  the  shade, 
was  as  follows,  during  the  time  specified." 


Date. 
1829. 
3d  Month. 

Before  8  o'c.  a.  m. 

Noon.    '  ■     V  V 

Sunset'.' 

! 

Depth  of  Rain. 

Of  Snow. 

Of  melted  Snow.  ' 

 ,  

1st. 

1 

■oi 

in. 

iri. 

in. 

2nd. 

0*7 

AX\ 

O-J 

3d.  . 

1  C\ 

~  A.7 

H:( 

ft  1 

4  th. 

5 

9/f 

fr  1 

l.oO 

6 

■Iq 

O  J 

.29 

7 

-i  o 

OH! 

8 

cM 

oO 

9 

26 

49 

40 

10 

17 

46 

43 

11 

21 

54 

44 

12 

39 

48 

44- 

.59 

13 

31 

38 

32 

14  , 

20 

34h 

29 

15 

19h 

35 

32 

Before  7  o'c. 

29 

30 

26 

.75 

.15 

17 

26 

37 

28 

.55 

.17 

18 

17 

36h 

'29 

.09 

.01 

19 

13 

19 

27 

20 

24 

35 

28 

.11 

.0'2h 

21st. 

12h 

41 

34 

22d. 

26 

39 

30 

.06 

23d. 

16 

38 

O  1 

24th. 

28 

35 

29li 

25 

22h 

37 

36 

26 

26 

35 

36 

27 

28 

44 

38 

28 

o-o 
OO 

55 

49 

29 

26 

66 

58 

30 

40 

57h 

52 

.01^ 

31st. 

41 

56 

53 

2.60 

.5  th 

the  Thermometer  during  the  month. 

days. 

773  divided  by  31=25  nearly 
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do 
do 


31  =  42  add  at  noon 
31=36  add  at  sunset 


3)103 


.  ,,.  .  r  .  ;  .  34.20  Mean  average  per  day,  du- 

ring the  Third  month. 

The  quantity  oi  Jtain  that  fell. 
■  .    -.       .  2.19  4  - 

v.c.i'.  'j^.'!-'.,-  f'-     ■  .  .51  I  Melted  Snow  .         /,r .  ,7. 

M-'^?'  '-      in.  2.71  i 
;ff()le. — Ice  in  Mauch  Chunk  pond  broke  up  on  the 
10th  of  the  month. — Mauch  Chunk  Fioncer, 


The  new  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  met  on  the 
first  of  June;  present  all  the  members  except  Gen.  Pat- 
terson of  Philadelphia.  Judge  Scott  was  unanimously 
,e1«cted  President,  the  Board  then  passed  a  resolution 
reducing  the  Secretary's  salary  to  $1000  pevanniim;  but 
adjourijed  without  an  election. 

Afterthe  adjournment  the  follnwing  correspondence 
passed  between  the  President  of  the  n^w  Board  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  old;—  ■  - 


■  ;  .  -  ,  -  -  .       JcriiE  1st,  1829. 

Dear  Sir — The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  have 
this  day  fixed  the  compensation  of  their  Secretary,  at 
the  rate  of  $1000  per  annum.  Wjll  you  be  so  good  as 
to  inform  me  whether  you  would  be  willing  to  accept 
of  the  situation  upon  these  terms— The  duties  to  be  as- 
signed to  the  Secretary,  will  be  the  same  which  you 
have  so  longj  so  ably,  and  so  faitlifully  executed. 
.  1  am  sir,  very 
■  ■  -  Respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 

'  (Signed)  DAVID  SCOTT; 

JOS.  HcILVAlNE,  Esq. 

HAHRisBtjiiR,  June  1,  1829.  ' 
Dear  Sir — I  hasten  to  reply  to  yoiir  note  of  this  even- 
ing, inquiring  whether  I  would  be  willing  to  accept  the 
oflice  of  Secret.ary  of  the  Canal  Commissioneis,  at  the 
reduced  rate  of  compensation  fixed  by  resolution  of 
this  day. 

You  are  perfectly  aware  that  the  salary  assigned  me 
as  secretary  of  the  late  Board,  was  but  a  moderate  com- 
pensation for  tile  duties  and  responsibilities  attached  to 
the  office.  In  the  employment  of  the  new  board,  those 
duties  and  responsibilities  cannot  be  less,  and  I  shall 
confess  myself  in  error,  if  they  be  not  materially  increas- 
ed. I  should  therefore  do  injustice  to  myself^  and  to  the 
opinion  of  those  who  estimate  my  services  from  actual 
experience  of  their  value,  did  1  not  reply  to  your  inquiry 
with  a  decided  negative.  You  will  oblige  me  by  saying 
to  any  one  who  may  speak  on  the  subject,  that  I  can- 
not permit  myself  to  be  named  for  the  office. 

With  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  heretofore^ 
and  your  friendly  expressions  on  this  occasion,  1  aiTij 
Sir,  your  friend  and  servantj 

(Signed)  JOS.  McILVAINE. 


The  new  Board  of  Canal  Cornmissloners  have  elect- 
ed Fra?u  is  R.  SiiuNic,  Esq.  as  Secretary,  witli  a  sala- 
ry of  1000  dollars  a  year.  We  understand  that  the' late 
Secretarj',  Mr.  M'llvaine,  declined  being  a  candidate. 
The  loss  of  his  services  to  this  work,  at  this  Important 
crisis,  will  be  regretted  by  all  the  friends  to  the  internal 
improvement  of  our  state.  Foulsun^ 


SLATE. 

yVe  have  seen  a  specimen  from  a  Quarry  near  the 
Lehigh  Water  Gap,  which  is  truly  a  curiosity.  It  is  up- 
wards of  five  feet  in  length  and  four  in  breadth,  tliree 
quarters  of  an  inch  thick  and  of  a  remarkably  good 
quahty.  The  person  who  hauled  it  to  this  place,  says- 
they  can  be  procured  milch  larger  at  the  Quarry. — 
Our  county  [Nortliampton]  may  truly  be  said  to  possess 
more  treasures  in  Its  bosom  than  any  other  in  the  state. 

Easlun  Jlrgus. 


Mauch  Chunk  Prices  Current — Corrected  weekly  by  the 

Editor  of  the  Pioneer. 
Rye  per  bushel  of  601bs. 
Corn,       "  "     ."r.  C.-;;  •.  -'/". 

Potatoes  per  bushel       '  _  ■  '■  ' 
Eggs  per  dozen  -.      ■  •■' 
Butter  per  lb.       -     ■  -.;  --'. 

Bacon,  Sides  and  Shoulders,  per  lb. 
Hams,  per  lb. 

Timothy  Hay  per  ton       -       •"    .  - 
Rye  straw,  per  bundle  of  30  lbs.,''-:'  ■ 
Oats,  per  bushel       -       -       .  >•   .'  ■ 
Clean  Swingle  tow,  per  lb.       -  ■  •- 
5th  mo.  25,  1829. 


65  Cts. 
50 

45  to  50 
7  to  8 
10  to  12^ 
7  lo  10 
9  to  10 
§14  00 
15 
35 

^- '  1 
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BIOORArHICAL  3IEM0IU  OF 

MAJOR  GENERAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

[From  the  Casks  t. J 

Anthony  Wayne,  the  grand-father  of  the  American 
General,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  a  native 
of  Yorkshire,  England.  At  an  early  pei-iod  of  life  he 
removed  to  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  located  himself  in  flie 
county  of  Wicklow.  The  principal  occupation  of  this 
gentleman  was  that  of  agriculture.  He  occasionally  ex- 
ecuted some  civil  as  well  as  military  offices.  At  the 
memorable  battle  of  the  Boyne  he  commanded  a  squad- 
ron of  dragoons,  under  King  William.  His  ardent  at- 
tachment to  republican  principles  rendered  a  residence 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  monarchical  govern- 
ment both  inconvenient  and  unpleasant,  therefore,  in 
the  year  1722,  he  migrated  to  North  America  with  his 
family,  consisting  of  four  sons,  all  of  v/hom  wei'e  well 
educated  men  in  Ireland,  their  native  country.  In  the 
year  1724,  with  the  view  of  settling  his  sons  comforta- 
bly around  him,  he  purchased  an  extensive  real  estate 
in  the  county  of  Chester  and  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  each  of  whom  he  assigned  a  part. 

His  youngest  son,  Isaac  Wayne,  father  of  the  Ameri- 
can General,  was  a  man  of  strong  mind,  great  industry 
and  enterprise.  He  frequently  represented  the  county 
of  Chester  in  the  Provincial  Legislature,  and,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  commissioned  officer,  repeatedly  distinguish- 
ed himself  in  expeditions  against  tlie  Indians.  He  was 
at  all  times  celebrated  for  his  patriotism,  and  universal- 
ly admired  for  his  integrity.  After  a  long  life  of  use- 
fulness to  his  country,  family,  and  friends,  he  died  in 
the  year  1774,  leaving  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

Anthony  Wayne,  whose  public  career  sheds  so  much 
lustre  on  the  American  arms  and  character,  was  born  in 
the  township  of  Easttown,  Chester  countj%  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  the  first  day  of  January,  1745.  His  father  was 
desirous  of  bringing  him  up  to  his  own  profession,  an 
agriculturist;  but  he  soon  discovered  that  the  labours 
of  the  field  did  illy  accord  with  his  son's  propensities, 
and  as  he  was  blessed  with  the  means  of  indulging  the 
bent  of  his  son's  genius,  he  resolved  to  afford  him  an  op- 
portunity of  pursuing  such  studies  as  inclination  might 
suggest.  For  this  purpose  he  was  committed  to  the 
care  and  tuition  of  his  uncle,  Gabriel  AVayne,  a  man  of 
consideiuble  eruditio'n  and  mental  acquirements. 

After  some  considerable  time  being  spent  with  his 
ancle,  it  appears  that  his  progress  in  learniiig  was  very 
discouraging;  hence  his  relative  despatched  him  to  his 
father  with  this  mortifying  message — "I  really  suspect 
that  parental  affection  blinds  you,  and  that  you  have 
mistaken  your  son's  capacity.  What  he  may  be  best 
qualified  for,  I  know  not — one  thing  I  am  certain  of,  he 
will  never  make  a  scholar;  he  may  perhaps  make  a  sol- 
dier; he  has  already  distracted  the  brains  of  two-thirds 
of  the  boys  under  my  charge,  by  rehearsals  of  battles, 
sieges,  &,c.  They  exhibit  more  the  appearance  of  Indi- 
ans and  Harlequins  than  students.  This  one  decorated 
with  a  cap  of  many  colors,  others  habited  in  coats  as  va- 
yiegated,  like  Joseph's  of  old, — some  laid  up  with  bro- 
ken heads  and  black  eyes.  During  noon,  in  place  of 
the  usual  games  of  amusement,  he  has  the  boys  employ- 
ed in  throwing  up  redoubts,  skirmishing,  &c.  I  must 
be  candid  with  you,  brother  Isaac — unless  Anthony  pays 
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more  attention  lo  his  books,  I  shall  be  under  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  dismissing  him  from  the  school." 

The  father,  as  m;ty  be  supposed,  was  much  mortified 
by  the  account  given  him  of  his  son,  and  at  the  next  in- 
terview not  only  lectured  him  severely,  but  threatened 
to  withdraw  him  from  school  and  consign  him  to  the 
lowest  and  most  irksome  labour  of  the  farm.  Knowing' 
the  deci.sive  character  of  his  father,  and  dreading  the 
execution  of  his  threat,  Anthony  determined  to  aban- 
don, at  least  for  the  present,  all  his  military  schemesj, 
and  to  prosecute  his  studies  with  vigor.  He  therefore 
returned  to  his  uncle,  and  re-commenced  the  matlie^ 
matics;  in  which  he  persevered  so  effectually,  that,  at 
the  expiration  of  eighteen  months,  his  uncle  acknowl-' 
edged  that  he  could  instruct  him  no  further,  as  Antho- 
ny had  exhausted  his  whole  stock  of  information  in  that 
science,  and  advised  his  brother  to  send  him  to  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  an  academical  ed- 
ucation. 

Anthony,  having  reconciled  his  uncle,  and  gratified 
the  hopes  of  his  father,  was,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
entered  as  a  pupil  in  the  Philadelphia  Academy,  where 
he  remained  until  he  arrived  at  eighteen  years  of  age. 
His  attachment  to  mathematical  science  was  so  ardent^ 
and  his  zeal  to  reacli  its  summit  so  great,  that  the  uni- 
ted solicitations  of  his  friends  and  tutors  w)uld  not  pve- 
vail  on  him  to  devote  more  time  to  the  dead  languages 
than  was  merely  sufficient  for  the  acquirement  of  their 
rudiments.  After  leaving  the  academy,  Mr.  Wayne 
took  up  his  residence  in  his  native  county,  the  settle-- 
ment  and  improvement  of  which,  though  as  yet  in  their 
infaiicv,  were  daily  advancing.  At  this  time  a  surveyor 
of  com'petent  abilities  was  much  needed  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  controversies,  on  account  of  disputed  and  ill-de- 
fined lines,  and  the  location  of  roads  for  public  and  pri- 
vate accommodation;  he  therefore  commenced  the  pur- 
suit of  surveyings  and  also  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time 
to  practical  astronomy  and  engineering.  The  manu- 
.scripts  which  he  has  left  behind  him  on  those  subjects 
have  attracted  the  notice  and  elicited  the  applause  of 
distinguished  professors. 

Dr.  Benjamni  Franklin,  that  patron  of  science  and 
learned  men,  about  this  period  found  ovit  Mr.  Wayne  in 
his  retirement,  and  admiring  his  manners,  and  highly 
appreciating  his  talents,  became  his  steady  friend,  until 
death  deprived  his  country  of  that  great  and  excellent 
man.  To  promote  the  interest  and  encourage  the  lau- 
dable ambition  of  his  youtliful  friend,  the  Doctor,  in  the 
year  1764,  suggested  an  association  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  and  settling  a  large  body  of  land  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia.  A  company  was  soon  formed, 
ccnsisting  of  many  wealthy  and  distinguished  characters. 
Of  this  association  Mr.  Wayne  became  a  member,  and 
was  immediately  appointed  the  agent  to  carry  its  objects 
into  operation. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1765,  Mr.  Wayne  having  en- 
tered  his  twenty-first  year,  embarked  for  Nova  Scotia. 
The  agency  for  this  new  population  company  was  high- 
ly responsible  and  arduous.  Warrants  were  to  be  taken 
out,  actual  surveys  were  to  be  made  and  returned,  pa- 
tents to  be  procured  for  the  lands,  &.C.;  in  addition  to 
which,  actual  settlements  were  to  be  made.  So  ardent 
was  his  zeal  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of  hi» 
mission,  that  be  suffered  nothing  within  his  controiil  to. 


ANTHONY  WAYNE. 


impede  its  progress.  Havintj  executed  llie  views  of 
the  company  thus  fiuv  about  the  middle  of  December 
he  eturnedto  Pennsylvania,  and  laid  before  his  friends 
and  employers  charts  of  the  lands  taken  up,  with  a  de- 
tailed account  of  his  proceedings,  which  aflbrded  the 
most  perfect  satisfaction. 

Early  in  the  spring-  of  1766  he  returned  to  Nova  Sco- 
tia, in  order  to  complete  the  task  so  advantageously 
conmienced  in  the  preceding  year,  taking  with  him  ma- 
Tiy  settlers,  implements  of  husbandry,  provisions,  &c. — 
Late  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  Mr.  Wayne  returned, 
having,  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  himself,  and 
gratifying  to  the  company,  accompUshed  the  various  ob- 
jects of  his  agency. 

Having  succeeded  in  planting  this  new  community, 
the  company  continued  him  as  agent  to  extend  and  im- 
prove it.  Although  he  did  not  revisit  the  settlement, 
he  directed  the  concern  whilst  it  retained  the  character 
of  an  association.  The  cori'espondence  which  remains 
on  this  subject  proves  him  to  have  been  an  able  nego- 
ciator,  and  his  numerous  field  notes,  charts,  and  astron- 
omical observations,  exhibit  accuracy  as  well  as  great 
ta'>te  in  execution.  The  labour  bestowed  on  this  infint 
establishment  promised  a  rich  reward  to  the  association, 
but  the  active  and  glorious  part  which  Mr.  Wayrie  and 
his  companions  espoused  in  Isehalf  of  their  country,  pre- 
vious to,  and  during  the  revolutionary  war,  deprived 
them  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  enterprise  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

In  the  year  1767,  Mr.  Wayne  having  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Bartholomew  Penrose,  an  eminent  merchant 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  established  himself  on  a  farm 
in  his  native  county.    Fi'om  this  period  until  the  year 
1774,  his  time  was  devoted  to  agriculture  and  practical 
surveying.    Such  was  liis  celebrity  in  the  latter  profes- 
sion, that  he  was  called  for  on  all  important  and  intri- 
cate cases,  both  in  his  own  and  the  neigliboring  coun- 
ties.   Many  of  the  provincial  and  other  leading  roads  in 
Pennsylvania  have  felt  the  impress  of  his  cliain  and  ; 
compass.    During  the  above  period  Mr.  Wayne  was  j 
elected  to  fill  some  higher  grades  of  county  offices,  and  { 
at  the  same  lime  lie  took  a  very  active  part  among  his  • 
compatriots  in  the  preparation  for  that  awful  strug-gle  i 
between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  which  j 
eventuated  in  the  liberty  and  indeijendence  of  the  lat-  ] 
ter.    He  was  one  of  the  provincial  deputies  who,  early  ( 
in  the  year  177-1,  were  chosen  by  the  different  counties  ; 
to  take  into  consideration  the  alarming  state  of  affairs  j 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  report 
thereon.    He  w/is  also  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  | 
convention,  which  shortly  after  this,  assembled  in  the! 
city  of  Philadelphia,  whose  patriotic  and  spirited  pro- 
ceedings excited  an  honorable  and  powerful  emulation 
in  the  other  colonies. 

The  state  of  public  affairs  strongly  indicated  that  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature  of  1774-5,  should  be  compo- 
sed of  men  possessing  the  soimdest  heads  and  stoutest 
hearts;  the  greatest  care  was  therefore  taken  through- 
out the  province  to  secure  the  election  of  characters  of 
this  description.  Among  the  members  rettu-ned  from 
Chester  count}'  was  Anthony  Wayne,  who,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Charles  Thompson,  Thomas  Mifflin,  and  oth- 
zealous  patriots  of  the  ^ame  body,  led  the  way  in  pre- 
paring for  the  decisive  part  which  Pennsylvania  after- 
wards took  in  the  geneial  contest.  In  the  summer  of 
1775,  Mr.  Wayne  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ."iaftty  with  Dr.  Franklin,  John  Dickinson  and 
others,  alike  distinguished  for  zeal  in  their  country's 
cause.  To  this  committee  appertained  the  duty  of  cal- 
ling into  actual  service,  as  they  were  termed,  the  'Asso- 
ciators,"  and  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  ^province 
against  invasion  from  abroad  and  insurrection  at  home. 

Mr.  Wayne  having  resolved  to  enter  the  service  of  his 
country  the  moment  an  opportunity  should  occin-,  most 
assiduously  applied  his  mind  to  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  military  tactics.  Every  author  of  eminence  on  the 
subject,  and  within  his  reach,  was  procured;  and  every 


day,  which  he  could  spare  from  other  public  duties,  he 
devoted  to  performing  the  services  of  a  drill  officer,  and 
infusing  into  the  minds  of  his  fellow  citizens  a  knowl- 
edge of  military  science,  the  aid  of  which  lie  clearly  per- 
ceived our  great  and  glorious  cause  would  soon  require. 
His  growing  populai  ity  brought  to  his  standard  large  as- 
semblag-fs  of  the  yeomanry  wherever  he  appointed  a 
drill,  and  intrepidity,  if  ever  brought  to  the  test,  insu- 
red the  most  prompt  and  strict  attention  to  his  orders. 

At  this  stage  of  the  memoir,  it  may  be  gratifying  to 
the  reader  to  be  presented  with  a  description  of  Mr. 
Wayne's  person .  It  is  given  as  follows,  from  the  pen 
of  one  who  most  distinctly  recollects  the  facts: 

"lie  was  above  what  is  commonly  termed  the  'mid- 
dle stature,'  and  well  proportioned.  His  hair  was  darkj 
his  forehead  was  high  and  handsomely  formed;  his  eyes 
were  dark  hazel,  intelligent,  quick  and  penetrating; 
his  nose  inclined  to  the  acquiline;  the  remainder  of  his 
face  was  well  proportioned,  and  his  whole  countenance 
fine  and  animated." 

The  best  likeness  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  is  that 
which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Peale,  near  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  which  is  exhibited 
among  those  of  otiier  American  patriots  in  the  g-allery 
of  the  Philadelphia  Museum.  From  the  same  pen  it  is 
stated,  that  "1  he  natural  disposition  of  Mr.  Wayne  was 
very  amiable — that  he  was  ardent  and  sincere  in  his  at- 
tachments— that  his  morals  were  chaste  and  his  manners 
refined." 

So  desirous  was  Mr.  Wayne  of  disciplining  the  differ- 
ent military  associations  in  his  native  county,  that  he  re- 
tired from  the  civil  councils  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
month  of  September,  1775.  In  a  few  weeks  he  raised 
a  regiment  of  volunteers,  of  which  he  was  unanimously 
elected  Colonel,  and  by  his  address  and  assiduity  soon 
exhibited,  to  the  surprise  of  his  counti-ymen,  a  corps 
more  resembling  veterans  than  militia. 

Congress,  on  the  3d  of  Jan.  1776,  appointed  him  Co- 
lonel of  one  of  the  regiments  which  they  had  resolved 
(o  raise  for  Pennsylvania.  So  soon  as  the  appointment 
was  announced,  his  former  associates  almost  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to  follow  his  fortunes  in  the  regular  service  of 
their  country, — a  circumstance  highly  flattering  to  him 
and  honorable  to  themselves,  and  by  which  means  he 
was  speedily  enabled  to  take  the  field.  At  the  opening 
of  the  campaig-n  of  1776,  Col.  AVayne  received  orders 
to  join  the  army  under  Gen.  Lee,  at  New  York;  thence 
he  proceeded  with  his  regiment  to  Canada. 

General  Sullivan,  who  at  this  time  commanded  the 
army  in  Canada,  being  apprised  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  was  desirousof  not  only  checking-  their  advance, 
but  strTking  them  before  they  could  concentrate  their 
forces;  he  therelbre  resolved  to  attack  the  advance 
guard,  under  Gen.  Frazer,  then  posted  at  Three  Riv- 
ers. 'I'he  expedition  w.as  entrusted  to  General  Thomp- 
son. The  troops  principally  consisted  of  Pennsylvani- 
ans,  and  of  the  regiments  of  .St.  Clair,  Wayne,  Irvine, 
and  Hartley. 

Although  t!ie  plan  of  this  expedition  was  well  laid, 
and  considei  able  resolution  discovered  in  its  execution, 
yet  a  combination  of  untoward  circumstances  compelled 
the  Americans  to  retreat  in  the  gi-eatest  confusion. — 
General  Thompson  and  the  gallant  Col.  William  Irvine, 
with  sorhe  of  our  officers,  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
several  rank  and  file  were  killed.  On  this  occason  Co- 
lonel Wayne,  although  wounded,  was  much  distin- 
guished for  his  bravery  and  good  conduct  in  uniting 
and  bringing  off  the  dispersed  and  broken  bodies  of 
troops. 

Soon  after  the  defeat  at  Three  Rivers,  the  American 
army  was  compelled  to  retreat  out  of,  and  from  Canada, 
and  ultimately,  after  many  feats  of  bravery,  enduring 
much  toil,  and  innumerable  privations,  it  was  concentra- 
ted at  Ticonderoga.  At  this  post  and  its  dependencies 
General  Gates  and  Schuyler,  then  commanding,  deter- 
mined to  take  their  stand,  and  defend  them  at  every 
sacrifice.   General  Carlton  with  part  of  his  fieet  appear- 
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ed  in  view  of  those  posts,  and  landed  his  annv,  as  if  de- 
termined to  attack  them;  however,  after  reconnoitering- 
the  works,an(i  observing'  the  defiance  exhibited  by  tlieir 
defenders,  he  re-embai'ked  his  army  and  retired  into 
winter  quarters. 

Immediately  after  the  main  body  of  the  British  liad 
withdrawn  (rem  the  neighborliood  of  TIconderog-ii, 
General  Gates  repaired  to  Washing-ton's  army  with  a 
strong  detachment  of  the  northern  troops;  hence  the 
command  of  the  remainder  devolved  on  Gen.  Schuyler, 
by  whom  the  following-  orders  wer?;  issued: 

Saratoga,  Nov.  23,  1776. 
Sir — The  care  of  the  fortresses  of  Ticondernga  and 
Mount  Independence  being-  committed  to  you,  as  com- 
manding officer,  with  a  g-arrison  composed  of  your  re- 
giment, and  those  of  Wood,  Dayton,  Irvine,  Burrell, 
and  Whitecomb,  to  compose  the  garrison,  together 
%vith  the  artiller}',  under  Major  Stevens,  the  lig-ht  in- 
fantry companies,  under  Col.  Whitcomb,  Col.  B.ildwin, 
the  chief  engineer,  vvitli  sundry  artificers,  and  Maj.  Hay. 
A.  D.  Q.  M.  General,  including  in  all  upwards  of  2,500 
rank  and  file.  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  vi- 
gilance, attention,  and  foresight,  to  guard  against  sur- 
prise, and  to  do  every  thing  that  may  have  a  tendency 
to  secure  your  post  and  promote  the  weal  of  the  ser- 
vice, &c.  &c.  Signed, 

PHILIP  SCHUYLER. 

Col.  Anthony  Wayne. 

The  compliment  paid  to  Col.  Wayne  in  selecting  him 
for  the  command  of  those  important  posts,  was  certain- 
ly a  high  and  flattering  one;  they  were  the  barriers  be- 
tween the  two  powerful  forces  of  the  British  army,  and 
to  a  young  but  gallant  officer  their  defence  was  entrus- 
ted, from  the  month  of  November,  1776,  until  May, 
'i777.  The  details  of  this  command  are  highly  interes- 
ting and  honorable  to  the  Colonel,  but  the  limits  assign- 
ed this  memoir  preclude  their  insertion. 

On  the  21st  day  of  February,  1777,  Colonel  Wayne 
was  promoted  by  Congress  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General.  He  continued  in  command  of  Ticonderoga 
and  its  dependencies  until  the  month  of  May,  at  which 
period,  in  consequence  of  his  earnest  solicitations,  he 
was  oi-dered  to  join  the  main  army,  then  under  his  ex- 
cellency. Gen.  Washington,  in  New-Jersey.  A  few 
days  previously  to  tlie  General's  departure  for  head 
quarters,  the  field  officers  of  the  continental  army  at  Ti- 
conderoga unanimously  addressed  him  in  the  most  affec- 
tionate and  flattering  terms. 

About  the  middle  of  Ma\',  General  Wayne  arrived  at 
head  quarters,  and  was  received  by  the  officers  and  sol- 
diery of  the  army,  but  especially  by  those  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  vfith  great  pleasure.  Being  immediately 
placed  in  the  command  of  a  brigade,  he  made  every 
possible  exertion  to  bring  it  into  the  field  in  the  most 
enviable  style  of  discipline:  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as 
on  account  of  the  deeply  interesting  crisis  of  the  war, 
did  he  forego  the  pleasure  of  even  visiting  his  faiTiily, 
from  whom  he  had  then  been  separated  more  than  six- 
teen months;  yet  he  had  his  reward  in  the  consciousness 
of  doing  his  duty  and  gratifying  his  General,  with  whom 
he  soon  became  a  favourite,  and  at  all  times  shared 
largely  of  his  confidence. 

About  this  period  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  were, 
unhappily,  much  divided  on  the  subject  of  state  policy. 
In  order  that  he  might  aid  in  the  restoration  of  harmo- 
ny, many  of  General  Wayne's  former  political  associates 
were  very  desirous  of  his  visiting  his  native  state;  among 
them  was  one  of  her  most  favorite  sons,*  then  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation  in  Congress,  who  thus 
addressed  the  General: — "Come,  my  clear  Sir,  and  let 
us  weep  together  over  this  dear  nurse  of  our  childhood, 
the  protectress  of  our  youth,  and  the  generous  reward- 
er  of  our  riper  years.  'De  republica  nunquam  despe- 
i-andum  est.'    Let  us  unite  our  efforts  once  more,  and 
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perhaps  we  may  recover  Pennsylvania  from  her  deliri- 
um. At  present  she  has  lifted  a  knife  to  her  own  throat. 
Your  timely  prescriptions  may  yet  save  her  life.  I  need, 
not  say,  that  in  the  field,  we  expect  the  Pennsylvanians 
.vi"ill  show  us  the  'metal  of  their  pasture'  in  the  day  of 
trial.  Let  no  other  State  bear  away  from  us  the  palm  of 
military  glory." 

The  General,  after  replying  very  fully  to  the  political 
part  of  this  letter,  and  j-egretting  that  his  military  duties 
prohibited  his  absence  from  the  army,  adds: — "The  en- 
emy do  not  seem  fond  of  meeting  disciplined  troops. — 
My  brigade  oflTered  Gen.  Grant  battle  six  times  the  oth- 
er day;  he  as  often  formed,  but  always  on  our  appi-oach 
his  people  broke  and  ran,  after  firing  a  few  vollies, 
which  we  did  not  return,  being  determined  to  let  tliem 
feel  the  effects  of  a  close  fire,  and  tlicn  give  them  the 
bayonet  under  cover  of  the  smoke.  This  hero,  who 
was  to  march  through  America  at  the  head  of  5,000 
men,  by  a  flank  fire  of  our  artillery  had  bis  coat  much 
dirtied,  his  horse's  head  taken  off,  and  himself  badly 
bruised,  for  having  the  presumption,  at  the  head  of  sev- 
en hundred  British  troops,  to  face  five  hund.ed  Penn- 
sylvanians. You  may  rest  assured,  Sii',  that  the  Penn- 
sylvanians will  not  give  up  'the  palm  of  military  glory' 
to  any  troops  on  earth." 

After  the  British  retreated  from  New  .Terse}',  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief complimented  General  Wayne  on  the 
honour  which  he  had  acquired  in  conti-ibuting  a  "large 
share  of  bravery  and  good  conduct"  in  driving  the  ene- 
my from  that  State.  In  an  official  letter  to  Congress, 
under  date  of  the  22d  June,  General  Washington  said: 
"General  Greene  desires  me  to  make  mention  of  the 
conduct  and  bravery  of  Genei-al  Wayne  and  Col.  Mor- 
g-an,  and  of  their  officers  and  men,  upon  this  occasion,, 
as  they  constantly  advanced  upon  an  enem}'  far  superior 
to  them  in  numbers  and  well  secured  behind  strong  re- 
doubts." 

After  this  event,  some  time  elapsed  before  Sir  Wm. 
Howe  developed  the  real  object  of  his  next  movement. 
So  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  General  Wayne  received 
the  following  order  from  the  Commander  in-chief, 
which  vvas  promptly  obeyed  and  satisfactorily  executed: 

HEAB-QUAllTEnS. 

"The  fleet  have  gone  out  of  the  Hook,  and  as  Dela- 
ware appears  to  be  the  most  probable  destination,  I  de- 
sire that  you  will  leave  your  bi-igade  under  tlie  next  in 
command  and  proceed  yourself  immediately  to  Chester, 
in  Pennsylvania  where  yom-  presence  vi'ill  be  necessa- 
ry to  arrange  the  militia  who  are  to  rendezvous  there." 

General  Washington  having  received  intelligence 
that  the  British  fleet  with  the  army  was  standing  up  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  he  instantly  decamped  from  the  mar- 
gin of  the  Delaware,  in  Bucks  countv,  and  mai-ched 
with  his  whole  army  to  oppose,  if  not  defeat,  the  object 
ofhisenem}' — the  reduction  of  Pennsylvania,  particu- 
larly  that  of  Philadelphia;  and  this  at  most  fearful  odds 
— fifteen  thousand  American  troops,  including  militia, 
opposed  to  eighteen  thousand  British  regulars,  com- 
pletely appointed  and  equipped,  commanded  by  the 
most  renowned  Generals  that  Europe  could  produce. 

The  fii-st  important  opposition  to  tliis  powerful  army 
was  made  on  the  banks  of  Brandywine,  the  11th  day  of 
September,  1777.  On  this  memorable  day  Gen.  AVayne 
conducted  a  division.  His  command  was  stationed  at 
Chad's  Ford,  with  orders  to  resist  the  passage  of  the 
column  under  Knyphausen.  So  soon  as  Sir  William 
Howe  commenced  the  attack  on  the  right,  Knyphausen 
made  his  arrangements  to  pass  the  Ford,  when  a  trc 
mendous  cannonade,  accompanied  by  small  arms,  com< 
menced  on  both  sides.  I  he  conflict  was  most  gallant- 
ly kept  up  by  Wayne  and  his  troops  until  near  sunsetj 
at  length,  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  perceiving  the 
enemy,  who  had  vanquished  our  right  column,  ap. 
proaching  near  his  flank  and  rear,  he  was  compelled  to 
retreat.  Much  credit  was  bestowed  on  the  General  and 
his  division  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  throughout 
the  day,  and  it  was  well  merited.    Their  gallant  rcais-. 
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tance  at  the  Ford  most  certainly  prevented  the  Hessian 
General  from  materially  annoying'  our  retreating'  co- 
lumns. The  celebrated  Colonel  Henry  Lee,  in  speak- 
ing of  this  eng'agement,  in  his  Memoirs  i  f  tlie  Southern 
Campaigns,  says; — "The  contest,  which  began  on  otir 
right,  spread  to  our  left,  and  was  warm  in  some  parts  of 
the  American  line,  and  many  of  the  corps  distinguished 
themselves.  The  most  conspicuous  were  the  brigades 
of  Wayne  and  Weeden,  and  the  3d  regiment  of  Virg-in- 
ia,'commanded  to  Col  Marshall,  to  which,  with  the  ar- 
tillery directed  by  Colonel  Proctor,  of  Pennsylvania, 
much  praise  was  given."  The  loss  sustained  by  the 
Americans  in  this  action  has  been  stated  at  300  killed 
and  600  wounded  and  400  prisoners.  Sir  William  Howe 
Stated  the  loss  of  his  army  to  be  only  100  killed  and  400 
wounded. 

Washington  with  his  army  retired  to  Chester  in  the 
night;  the  next  morning  he  decamped,  and  marched  by 
the  route  of  Philadelphia.  Here  he  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  resolved  to  give  the  enemy  another  battle. — 
For  this  purpose,  both  armies  were  arrayed,  on  the 
16th,  in  Goshen  township,  Chester  county,  some  dis- 
tance south-west  of  the  Warren  tavern,  on  the  road  lea- 
ding from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster.  General  Wayne, 
who  commanded  the  advance,  had  commenced  the  ac- 
tion with  great  spirit,  when  a  violent  storm,  accompani- 
ed by  torrents  of  rain,  stopped  its  further  progress,  and 
rendered  it  impossible  for  either  army  to  keep  the  field. 
Separated  by  the  tempest  from  his  adversary,  the  A- 
merican  General  resolved  to  replenish  his  ammunition, 
which  was  ruined  by  the  rain,  from  the  insecurity  of  the 
cartouch  boxes  and  artillery  tumbrels;  he  therefore  re- 
tired with  the  main  army  up  the  Schuylkill,  and  crossed 
»t  Parker's  Ferry,  where  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition 
might  be  obtained  in  time  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  yet  make  another  effort  to  save  Phila- 
delphia. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  General  Wayne  received 
the  following  order  from  the  Commander-in-chief,  which 
had  been  preceded  on  the  ITth  and  18th  by  others, 
equally,  if  not  more  urgent  on  the  occasion: 

Reading  Furnace,  6  o'clock,  P.M. 

1)eak  Sin — I  have  this  instant  received  yours  t  f  half 
past  3  o'clock,  A.  M.  Having  written  to  you  already 
to  move  forward  upon  the  enemy,  I  have  but  little  to 
add.  Generals  Maxwell  and  Potter  are  ordered  to  do 
the  same,  being  at  Potts'  forge,  I  could  wish  you  and 
those  Generals  to  act  in  conjunction.  In  make  your  ad- 
vance more  formidable,  but  I  would  not  have  too  much 
time  delayed  on  this  account.  I  shall  follow  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible  with  jaded  men-some  may  probably  go  off 
immediately,  if  I  find  they  are  in  condition  fur  it.  The 
horse  almost  all  out  upon  the  patrol.  Cartridges  have 
been  ordered  for  you.  Give  me  the  earliest  information 
of  every  thing  interesting,  and  of  your  moves,  that  I 
may  know  how  to  govern  mine  by  them.  The  cutliitg 
offi\\&  enemy's  baggage  would  be  a  great  matter. 
Yours,  sincerely, 
[Signed,]  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

The  General  in  reply  assured  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  that  "every  possible  exertion  would  be  made  to 
carry  his  orders  into  effect.  ''  For  this  purpose,  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  September,  with  a  great  diminu- 
tion of  his  division  since  the  morning  of  the  11th,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  invalid,  he  took 
an  excellent  position  with  fifteen  hundred  troops,  mili- 
tia included,  three  miles  in  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
British  army — whence,  after  being  reinforced,  it  was  his 
intention  to  march  and  attack  the  enemy's  rear  when 
they  decamped,  and,  if  possible,  'cut  off  their  baggage;' 
but  in  this  he  was  disappointed.  Traitors,  on  the  eve- 
ning above  mentioned,  passed  into  the  British  camp, 
fully  apprised  the  enemy  of  his  position, and  in  the  night 
conducted  tliem  to  it.  It  has  been  said  that  Wayne's 
encamping  ground  was  well  chosen,  and  this  was  the 
fact.  No  public  roads  were  then  in  existence  which  Jed 
(fijmediately  to  it,  and  from  the  direction  iq  which  the 


enemy  lay  it  was  difficult  of  access,  and  all  his  arrange- 
ments to  prevent  either  a  surprise  or  repulse  were  well 
formed, — yet  so  fully  apprised,  as  has  been  said  above, 
were  the  British  of  every  circumstance,  and  so  faithful- 
ly pilotted  over  hills  and  along  by-paths,  that  the  Gen- 
eral was  subjected  to  the  mortification  of  a  retreat,  af- 
ter bravely  resisting  the  assailants,  many  of  whom  were 
killed  and  carried  off  with  the  wounded,  in  litters,  by 
night.  To  conceal  the  fact,  not  a  light  was  permitted 
to  burn  in  any  house  on  the  return  march  of  those  mur- 
derers, by  whom  no  quarters  was  given  to  the  invalid, 
though  gallant  soldier.  It  would  appear  that  they  were 
determined  to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  division, 
because  they  supposed  it  chiefly  consisted  of  Irishmen, 
and  therr  immediate  descendants. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  action, 
as  reported  by  General  Wayne,  was  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  which  statement  was  subsequently  proven  to  be 
correct.  The  British  report  made  the  number  three 
hundred,  and  American  writers  have  generally  copied 
this  report,  not  making  allowance  for  exaggeration.  A 
few  persons  are  yet  living  who  assisted  in  burying  the 
dearl;  but  fifty-three  were  found  on  the  field,  whose 
bodies  were  decently  interred  by  the  neighboring  farm- 
ers in  one  grave,  immediately  adjoining  the  scene  of 
action,  being  one  mile  south  of  the  Warren  tavern,  on 
the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike  road. 

On  the  20th  of  Sept.  181/,  being  the  40th  anniversa- 
ry of  the  Massacre,  a  monument  was  erected  over  the 
remains  of  those  gallant  men  by  the  Republican  Artil- 
lerists, of  Chester  County,  aided  by  the  contributions 
of  their  fellow  citizens.  It  is  composed  of  white  mar- 
ble, and  is  a  pedestal  surmounted  by  a  Pyramid.  Upon 
the  four  .sides  of  the  body  of  the  pedestal,  are  appro- 
priate inscriptions.  The  monument  is  enclosed  by  a 
stone  wall,  forming  a  rectangular  oblong,  from  north  to 
south, 60  ft  inlength  and  20  in  width.  The  historical  ac- 
count of  the  location  of  this  engagement  is  erroneous. 
It  is  stated  toha\  e  occurred  in  the  woods,  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  road  leading  from  Darby  into  that  leading 
to  Lancaster.  The  fact  is  not  so.  The  position  of 
the  troops,  on  that  night,  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  two 
miles  west  from  this  place,  and  on  ground  incompara. 
bly  more  eligible.  The  Paoli  Tavern  is  situated  at  the 
spot  first  mentioned.  The  affair,  in  consequence  of 
this  topographical  error,  has  been  styled  the  "Massacre 
at  the  Paoh." 

If  the  General  had  occupied  the  ground  on  the  night 
of  the  20th,  which  some,  even  American  historians,  as 
sert  he  did,  and  there  the  disaster  had  occiu-red,  he 
would  have  been  justly  accountable  to  his  God  and 
Country  for  all  the  blood  shed  on  that  night;  because 
the  position  woidd  have  been  extremely  ineligible  in 
itself,  and  only  one  mile  from  the  enemy's  lines.  The 
above  remarks  have  been  deemed  proper,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  General's  memory,  but  also  for  the  pur- 
pose of  handing  dov\  n  to  posterity  correct  information 
on  a  subject,  which  has  never  failed  to  excite  much  iuf 
terest  and  inquiry. 

Shortly  after  this  affair  General  Wayne  was  much 
distressed  to  hear  that,  either  from  misrepresentation, 
envy  or  malice,  he  was  censured  for  his  conduct  on  ac- 
count of  the  unfortunate  rencontre  on  the  night  of  the 
20th.  He  therefore  addressed  the  Commander-in-chief, 
as  follows; 

Sir — I  feel  myself  very  much  injured  until  such  time 
as  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inciulge  me  with  an  in- 
quiry into  mv  conduct  concerning  the  action  of  the 
20th  September, 

Conscious  of  having  done  my  duty,  I  dare  my  accus- 
ers to  a  fair  and  candid  hearing;  dark  and  insidious 
friends  I  dread,  but  from  an  open  and  avowed  enemy 
I  have  nothing  to  fear. 

I  have  no  other  mode  of  showing  them  forth  to  open 
view,  than  through  your  means.  I  must  therefore  beg 
an  immediate  investigation  by  a  Court  Martial. 
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Your  compliance  will  much  oblige  yeur  Excellency's 
most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Sig-iied,         ANTHONY  AVAYNE. 

To  which  the  Commander-m-chief  replied,  that  "so 
soon  as  the  army  enjoyed  a  little  respite,  his  request 
should  be  granted."  Accordingly  a  few  days  after  the 
faattle  of  Germantown,  the  desired  courtmartial  was 
held,  whicli  after  a  patient  and  impartial  investigation, 
unanimously  decided,  that  General  Wayne  had  on  the 
night  of  the  20th,  done  ev  ery  thing  that  could  be  ex- 
pected, from  an  active,  brave  and  vU'.ilant  ofiicer,  and 
therefore  acquitted  him  with  the  higliest  honour. 

In  order  thai  the  present  and  succeeding  generations 
may  have  a  view  of  tlie  General's  conduct  on  that  night, 
as  well  as  the  sentence  which  v/as  passed  on  it  by  a  tri- 
bunal perfectly  qualified  to  judge,  the  following  doc- 
iimeiits  are  presented,  as  extracted  from  a  public  print 
of  that  da}'. 

Extract  of  a  communication  dated  White  Marsh,  2d 
November,  1777. 
The  action  of  the  night  of  the  20th  of  September  near 
the  Warren,  has  been  variously  and  very  erroneously 
represented. 

•'However  sanguine  some  persons  were  in  their  at- 
tempts to  detract  from  the  merits  of  the  General,  and 
worthy  officers  of  his  division,  who,  with  unparalleled 
bravery,  stood  the  bayonets  of  the  enemy,  saved  all  the 
artiller}',  and  effected  an  honourable  retreat  in  the  face 
of  every  difficulty  and  danger,  now  find  themselves  e- 
gregiously  deceived  in  profl'ering  a  charge  which  must 
have  proceeded  from  the  worst  of  motives  and  the  worst 
of  hearts." 

A  general  court  martial,  of  which  General  Sullivan 
was  President,  was  lield  the  25th,  26th,  27  and  30th  of 
Oct.  for  the  trial  of  Brigadier  General  AVayne,  on  the 
following  charges  viz: — 

"That  he  had  timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  intention 
to  attack  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  the  night 
of  the  20th  Sept.  last,  and  notwithatandiiig  that  intel- 
ligence, neglected  making  a  disposition  until  it  was  too 
iate  either  to  annoy  the  enemy  or  make  a  retreat,  with- 
out the  utmost  danger  and  confusion." 

Upon  which  the  Court  pronounced  their  sentence  as 
follows: — 

The  Court  having  fully  considered  the  charge  against 
Brigadier  General  Wayne,  and  the  evidence  produced 
to  them, are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  General  Wayne 
is  not  guilty  of  the  charge  exhibited  against  him,  but 
that  he  on  the  night  of  the  20th  Sept.  ultimo,  did  every 
thing  that  could  be  expected  from  an  active,  brave  and 
vigilant  officer,  under  the  orders  which  he  then  had. — 
The  Court  do  acquit  him  with  the  highest  honour. 

The  Commander-in-chief  approves  the  sentence. 

The  following  is  the  General's  defence. 

After  the  expiration  of  five  weeks,  during  which  pe- 
riod the  tongue  of  slander  has  not  been  idle,  1  am  hap- 
py to  bring  my  case  before  a  court  of  whose  honour 
and  impartial  judgment  I  cannot  have  the  least  doubt. 

I  shall  not  intrude  on  the  patience  of  this  court  by 
any  useless  preface,  but  proceed  to  answer  the  charge- 

The  charge  exhibited  against  me,  is  "that  I  had  time- 
ly notice  of  the  enemy's  intention  to  attack  the  troops 
under  my  command  on  the  night  of  the  20th  Septem- 
ber, and  notwithstanding  that  intelligence,  I  neglected 
making  a  disposition  until  it  was  too  late,  either  to  an- 
noy the  enemy  or  make  a  retreat,  without  the  utmost 
confusion." 

The  first  part  of  the  charge  that  "I  had  timely  no- 
tice of  the  enemy's  intention  to  attack  the  troops  under 
my  command,"  is  very  readily  answered. 

I  shall  briefly  notice  what  these  gentlemen  call  a 
timely  notice: — A  Mr.  Jones,  an  old  gentleman,  living 
near  where  we  were  encamped,  came  to  my  quarters 
between  9  and  10  o'clock  at  night,  and  informed  me, 
before  Colonels  Hartley,  Broadhead  and  Temple,  that 
a  servant  boy  belonging  to  Mr.  Clayton  had  been  taken 


by  the  enemy  and  liberated  again,  who  said  that  he  had 
heard  some  of  their  soldiers  say,  that  they  intended  to 
attack  me  that  night.  Although  this  could  not  be  deem- 
ed A  sufficient  notice  on  any  military  principle,  yet  I  im- 
mediately ordered  out  a  number  of  videltes,  in  addition 
to  those  alread}'  planted,  witli  direction  to  pati  ol  a/l  the 
roads  leading  to  the  enemy's  camp.  I  also  planted  two 
new  piquets,  the  one  in  front  on  a  blind  path  leading 
from  Warren  to  my  camp,  the  other  to  the  right,  and  in 
the  rear,  which  made  on  that  night  not  less  than  six 
different  piquets. 

I  had  exclusive  of  these  a  horse  piquet  under  captain 
Stiiddard  well  advanced  on  the  S  wedesford  road,  being- 
the  very  way  the  enemy  marched  that  nig-ht.  But  the 
verj'  first  intelligence  which  I  received  ot  their  advanc- 
ing was  from  one  of  the  very  videttes  which  I  sent  out 
in  consequence  of  the  timely  notice  from  Mr.  Jones,  who 
had  only  time  to  go  about  a  mile  before  he  met  the  e- 
nem.y.  Immediately  on  his  return  the  troops  were  all 
ordered  to  form,  having  been  warned  to  lay  on  their 
arms  in  the  evening,  for  a  purpose  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently mention;  at  this  time  it  was  raining,  and  in  order 
to  save  the  cartridges  from  wet,  I  ordered  the  soldiers 
to  put  their  cartouch-boxes  under  their  coats.  This, 
gentlemen,does  not  look  like  a  surprise,  it  rather  proves 
that  we  were  prepared  either  to  move  off  or  act  as  the 
case  might  require,  vidien  once  apprized  which  way 
the  enemy  were  actually  advancing.  To  have  made 
any  move,  previous  to  ascertaining  that  fact,  might  have 
been  attended  by  fatal  consequences,  or  totally  sub- 
versive of  the  views  of  the  Commander-in-chief.  So 
soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  pushing 
for  our  right,  where  our  artillery  was  planted,  Major 
Ryan  carried  my  orders  to  Colonel  Humpton,  and  to 
the  division  to  wheel  bv  sub-platoons  to  the  right,  and 
to  march  off  by  the  left,  and  gain  the  road  leading 
on  the  summit  of  the  hill  towards  the  White-Horse,  it 
being  the  very  road  on  which  the  division  moved  two 
miles  the  previous  evening.  The  division  wheeled  ac- 
cordingly, the  artillery  moved  off,  but  owing  to  some 
neglect  or  misapprehension,  which  is  not  uncommon,  in 
Colonel  Humpton,  the  troops  did  not  move  until  a  sec- 
ond and  tliird  order  were  sent,  although  they  were 
wheeled  and  faced  for  the  purpose.  At  the  very  time 
this  order  for  the  retreat  was  at  first  given,  and  which 
1  presumed  was  obeyed,  I  took  the  light  infantry  and 
the  first  regiment  and  formed  them  on  the  right,  and 
remained  there  with  them  and  the  horse  in  order  to 
cover  the  retreat.  If  this  was  not  making  a  disposition, 
I  acknowledge  I  know  not  what  a  disposition  is. 

Those  troops  met  and  received  the  enemy  with  a 
spirit  becoming  free  Americans,  but  were  forced  to 
to  give  way  to  numbers.  The  neglect  or  misapprehen- 
sion of  Colonel  Humpton  had  detained  the  division  too 
long,  otherwise  the  disposition  would  have  been  per- 
fect. I  was  in  consequence  necessitated  to  form  the 
fourth  regiment  to  receive  the  enemy  and  favour  the 
retreat  of  the  others;  this,  Colonel  Butler  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  infantry  of  that  regiment,  were  concerned 
in  and  witness  of  About  three  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  that,  I  again  rallied  such  of  the  divisions  as  took  the 
proper  route;  those  who  went  a  contrary  way,  and  out 
of  supporting  distance,  perhaps  Colonol  Humpton  can 
give  the  best  account  of.  Here  I  have  a  fair  and  ample 
field  for  recrimination,  were  I  so  disposed.  I  shall  waive 
the  subject,  and  beg  leave  to  read  the  orders  which  I 
received  from  time  to  time  from  his  excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington. 

In  the  eyes  of  gentlemen  and  officers  I  trust  that  I 
stand  justified  for  the  part  I  took  on  that  night.  I  had 
the  fullest  and  clearest  advice  tliat  the  enemy  would 
march  that  morning  at  two  o'clock  for  the  river  Schuyl- 
kill, and  in  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  I  had  re- 
connoitered  a  road  leading  immediately  along  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy,  in  company  with  Colonels  Hump- 
ton and  Hartley,  and  had  the  men  laying  on  their  arms, 
to  move,  (as  soon  as  General  Sm3,llwoo(i  should  arrive,) 
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not  from  but  1o  the  enemy.  For  this  purpose  I  liad 
sent  Colonel  Chambers,  as  a  g-uitle,  to  conduct  tliat  of- 
ficer into  my  rear,  who  with  his  division  was  expected 
to  arrive  every  iTiomcnt  from  two  in  the  after  noon  until 
We  were  attacked,  at  which  time  he  was  within  a  sliort 
distance  of  our  rear,  and  retreated  to  the  White  Horse. 

I  shall  just  put  a  serious  qiiesUon  or  two,  and  then 
submit  the  matter  to  the  decision  of  tliis  cou  t.  Sup- 
pose that,  after  all  these  repeated  orders  from  liis  pxcel- 
Jency,  and  the  arrival  of  General  Smalivvood,  I  had  re- 
treated before  I  knew  whether  the  enemy  intended  to 
attack  me  or  not,  and  that  they  should  have  inarclied  for 
the  Scliuylkill  that  morning',  wliich  they  actually  did, 
would  not  tiiese  very  gentlemen  have  been  the  first  to 
default  me,  for  putting-  it  out  of  my  power  to  attack 
their  real'?  would  not  his  excellency,  with  the  greatest 
justice,  have  ordered  ine  in  arrest  for  cowardice  and 
disobedience  of  his  repeated,  peremptory,  and  most 
pointed  orders?  would  not  1  have  stood  culpable  in  the 
eyes  ofthe  world?  would  I  not  justly  liave  merited  im- 
mediate death  or  cashiering'  1  certainly  would — What 
line  could  I  follow  but  the  one  I  trod'  what  more  could 
be  done  on  the  occasion  than  what  was  done?  The  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  &c.  were  covered  and  saved  by  a 
body  of  troops  who  were  rallied  and  remained  on  the 
ground  more  than  an  hour  after  that  gentleman.  Col. 
Humpton,  the  prosecutor,  had  effected  his  escape  from 
danger,  although,  perhaps,  not  witliout  confusion. 

I  hold  it  needless  to  say  any  more,  or  to  take  up  the 
time  of  this  court  on  the  occasion.  I  rest  my  honor  and 
character,  which  to  me  are  more  dear  than  life,  in  the 
hands  of  gentlemen,  who,  when  deciding  on  my  honor, 
■will  not  foiget  their  own." 

It  has  been  repeatedly  asserted,  that  Colonel  Hump- 
ton,  fearing  an  investigation  of  his  own  conduct,  had 
resolved  to  anticipate  the  General  by  pr  offering  a  charge 
against  him.  The  f)oloncl  could  not  have  entertained 
any  apprehensions  on  the  subject,  had  he  been  appriz- 
ed of  the  contents  of  the  official  account  relative  to  that 
engagement.  The  General  was  perfectly  willing  to 
take  on  himself,  in  the  first  instance,  the  whole  respon- 
sibility of  tliat  night's  military  proceedings. 

Whatever  mortification  the  Colonel  subsequently  ex- 
perienced, could  not  have  been  rendered  less  piognant 
by  his  voluntary  agency  in  producing  it. 

Sir  William  ilovve,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st 
of  September,  decamped  from  Gi  eat  Valley,  and  by 
easy  march  continued  his  route  to  Philadelphia,  and  on 
the' 26th  took  a  position  in  the  village  anfl  immediate 
vicinity  of  Germantown,  7  or  8  miles  distant  from  the 
city.  General  Washington  having  called  in  all  his  de- 
tached parties,  broke  up  his  camp  at  Pottsgrove,  and 
with  the  view  of  placing  his  army  in  a  strong  position, 
and  within  a  convenient  distance  fioin  his  enemy,  en- 
camped on  the  Skippack  road,  about  16  milss  from  Ger- 
mantown. 

The  American  General  being  apprized  that  the  en- 
emy were  weakened  in  consequence  of  sending  ofi"  de- 
tachments for  a  variety  of  purposes,  decamped  on  the 
3d  of  October,  and  moving  with  security  and  circum- 
spection attacked  the  British  in  their  camp  at  the  dawn" 
of  day,  on  the  4th,  Every  prospect  of  success  was  at 
first  brilliant,  but  the  day  closed  on  our  retreating  army. 
On  tills  day  the  division  commanded  by  Wa}ne,  pres- 
sed forward  from  the  onset,  and  followed  its  leader, 
mingled  in  the  "thickest  of  the  fight,"untll  by  a  train  of 
unpropitlous  circumstances,  the  Americans  at  the  mo- 
ment victory  was  ready  to  crown  them,  commenced  a 
retreat,  in  the  covering  of  which  General  Wayne  used 
every  exertion  which  bravery  and  prudence  could  dic- 
tate. 

Camp  near  last  Head  Quarters,  '} 
October  4th,  1777,  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  5 
Heah  Gkn. —  After  we  left  the  field  of  battle,  the 
troops,  who  took  the  upper  route,  v/ere  formed  at 
White  Marsh  Church,  under  General  Stephen.    It  was 


thought  advisable  to  remain  there  for  some  time  in  or- 
der to  collect  the  stragglers  from  the  army. 

The  enemy  made  their  appearance  with  a  party  of 
light  horse,  and  from  1500  to  2u00  Infantry,  with  two 
field  pieces.  The  troops  were  ordered  oft",  when  I 
covered  the  rear  with  some  Infantry, and  Colonel  Bland's 
drag'oons,  but  finding  the  enemy  determined  to  push  us 
hard,  I  ol)tained  from  Gen.  Stephen  some  field  pieces, 
and  took  the  advantage  of  a  hill  which  overlooked  the 
10 id  the  enemy  were  marching  on;  they  met  with 
such  a  reception  that  they  were  induced  to  retire  back 
over  the  bridge  which  they  had  just  passed,  and  give 
up  further  pursuit.  The  lime  gained  by  this  stand  fa- 
voured the  retreat  of  a  considerable  number  of  our  men, 
three  or  four  hundred  of  whom  are  now  encamped  here, 
and  which  I  hope  will  facilitate  the  retreat  of  almost  all 
who  were  scattered;  so  that  3'ou  are  now,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  in  as  good,  if  not  a  better,  situation  than  vou 
were  befoi'e  the  action  of  this  day.  Your  men  are  con- 
vinced that  the  enemy  may  be  driven,  and  although  we 
fell  back,  yet  our  people  have  gained  confidence  and 
have  raised  some  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  enemy, 
which  will  facilitate  their  total  defeat  in  the  next  trial, 
which  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  brought  to  issue_so  soon 
as  expedient.      I  am  your  excellency's  most  obedient, 

ANTHONY  W-\YNE. 
1  shall  join  3'ou  to-mori'ow  morning. 
The  loss  of  the  American  army  in  this  action  was  in 
killed  153,in  wounded  521,  in  prisoners  upwards  of  400. 
It  would  appear  that  the  I'eal  loss  of  the  royal  army  was 
in  killed  and  b  ounded  about  800,  besides  prisoners. 

On  thisdiiy  the  divisions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne  com- 
posed the  riffht  wing.  In  his  offii  ial  I'eport,  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief said,  "In  justice  to  the  right  wing 
of  the  army,  whose  conduct  1  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing'  as  they  acted  immediately  under  my 
e)'e,  I  have  the  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
both  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  a  degree  of 
gallantry  which  did  them  the  highest  honor." 

The  following'  is  an  extract  of  a  family  letter  in  which 
General  Wayne  g-ives  a  detail  of  the  action,  so  far  as  he 
was  personally  concerned. 

Camp,  near  Patcling's  Mills,  ^ 
October  6th,  1777.  S 
On  the  4th  instant  at  the  dawn  of  day,  we  attacked 
General  Howe's  army  at  the  upper  end  of  German- 
town,  the  action  soon  became  general,  when  we  advanc- 
ed on  the  enemy  with  charged  bayonets,  they  broke  at 
first  without  waiting  to  receive  us,  but  soon  formed  a- 
gain,  when  a  heavy  and  well  directed  fire  took  place 
on  each  side.  The  enemy  again  gave  wa}',  but  being- 
supported  by  the  grenadiers  returned  to  the  charge. 
Gen.  Sullivan's  division  and  Conway's  brigade  were  at 
j  this  time  engaged  to  the  south  of  Germantown,  whilst 
)  my  division  had  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy's  army  to 
encounter,  on  the  north  of  the  town,  two-thirds  of  our 
army  being  then  too  far  to  the  north  to  afford  us  any  as- 
sistance; however  the  unparalleled  bravery  of  our 
troops  surmounted  every  difficulty,  and  obliged  the  en- 
emy to  break  and  run  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Our 
people  remembering  the  action  of  the  nig-ht  of  the  20th 
of  September,  near  the  Warren,  pushed  on  with  their 
bayonets  and  took  ample  vengeance  for  that  night's 
work.  Our  officers  exerted  themselves  to  save  many  of 
the  poor  wretches  who  were  crying  for  mercy,  but  to 
little  purpose,  the  rage  and  fury  of  the  soldiers  were  not 
to  be  restrained  for  some  time,  at  least  not  until  great 
numbers  of  the  enemy  fell  by  their  bayonets.  The  fog, 
together  with  the  smoke  occasioned  by  our  cannon  and 
musketry,  made  it  almost  as  dark  as  night,  our  people 
mistaking  one  another  for  the  enemy,  fi'equently  ex- 
chang'ed  shots  before  they  discovered  their  error. 
We  had  now  pushed  the  enemy  near  three  miles,  and 
were  in  possession  of  their  whole  encampment,  when  a 
large  bod\'  of  troops  were  advancing-  on  our  left  flank, 
which  being  taken  for  the  enemy,  our  men  fell  back, 
in  defiance  of  every  exertion  of  the  officers  to  the  con. 
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trary,  and  after  retreating  about  two  miles,  they  were 
discovered  to  be  our  own  people,  wlio  were  orig-inall_\ 
intended  to  uttack  tiie  rig-lit  wing-  of  the  enemy.  The 
fog  and  this  mistake  prevente-d  us  from  fuUowiiig'  a  vic- 
tory that  in  all  human  probability  would  have  put  an 
end  to  the  American  war.  Gen.  Howe  for  some  time 
could  not  persuade  himself  that  we  had  run  away  from 
victory,  but  tlie  fog  clearing  off  he  ventured  to  follovv 
IB  with  a  large  bovly  of  his  infantry,  grenadiers,  and 
light  horse:  1  at  this  time  being  iu  the  rear,  with  a  view 
of  collecting  the  stragglers  of  our  retreating  army,  and 
finding  the  enemy  determined  to  push  us  hard,  drew  up 
ii  order  of  battle  and  awaited  their  approach,  when 
tiej'  advanced  sufficiently  near,  we  gave  them  a  few 
c»nnon  shot;  not  being  pleased  with  this  reception,  our 
pursuers  broke  and  retired — thus  ended  the  action  of 
tliat  (lay^  which  contiiuied  from  day  light  until  near  10 
o'chick.  I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  my  Roan  horse 
wis  killed  under  me  within  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's 
front,  and  my  left  foot  a  little  bruised  by  a  spent  ball, 
bit  not  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  me  from  walking.  My 
poor  horse  received  one  musket  ball  in  the  breast  and 
ont  in  the  flank,  at  the  same  instant  that  I  had  a  shght 
touch  on  my  left  hand,  which  is  scarcely  worth  noticing. 

Upon  the  whole  it  was  a  glorious  day.  Our  men  are 
in  ligli  spirits,  and  I  am  confident  we  shall  give  them  a 
totil  defeat  the  next  action,  which  is  at  no  great  dis- 
tance. 

My  best  love  and  wishes  to  all  fi-iends. 

Signed,  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

liach  army  after  this  action  resumed  its  former  posi- 
tion. Shortly  after  which  Howe  withdrew  his  troops 
fron  Germantown,  and  concentrated  his  force  in  the 
cityand  immediate  vicinity.  Washuigton  bemg  now  re- 
snfoiced,  took  a  strong  position  at  White  M  ivsh,  four- 
teenmilesfrom  Philadelphia,  to  whom  he  added  exten- 
sive field  woi  ks.  Sir  William,  supposing  that  the  Amer- 
ican Geneial  intended  to  hazard  anotlier  battle  for  the 
recoi'ery  of  the  metropolis  of  the  United  States,  resol- 
ved to  march  from  Philadelphia  on  the  the  night  of  tlie 
4th  December,  and  attenipt  the  surprise  of  the  Ameri- 
can camp  at  White  Marsh,  in  the  same  manner  that 
Wasl  ington  had  actually  sui-prised  that  of  Sir  William's 
at  Germantown.  But  in  this  design  the  Bi'ilish  General 
failed  His  troops  remained  a  few  days  in  the  neighbor- 
hood if  the  American  lines,  and  made  many  denionstra- 
iions  of  assault,  in  the  expectation  that  Washington 
would  quit  his  stnmg  position  in  orderto  bring  on  agen- 
<eral  action,  which  he  prudently  declined.  After  tome 
considerable  skirmishing,  Sir  William  returned  to  the 
city,  s'irtuaily  acknou  ledg-ing  by  his  retreat  that  he 
durst  tot  risk  a  baitle  with  iiis  adversary  on  ground  cho- 
sen by  himself,  nntwithstandi.ig  he  outnumbered  WashT 
ington  in  regular  troops.  The  Commander-in-chief,  in 
his  oficial  account  of  this  excursion  and  retreat  of 
Howe,  says: — "I  seriously  wish  they  had  made  the  at- 
tack; tie  issue  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  hap- 
py for  IS.  Policy  forbade  our  quitting  our  posts  to  at- 
tack thtm." 

Howe,  on  the  7th  of  December,  returned  to  his  win- 
ter quaitei's,  there  to  indulge  in  "all  the  sweets  of  luxu- 
ry and  jileasnre  to  be  drawn  from  the  wealthy  and  pop- 
ulous ciy  of  Philadelphia."  Whilst  Washington,  on  the 
lllh,  wi.h  his  almost  famished  and  naked  troops,  whose 
march  cnuld  be  traced  by  the  blood  from  their  bare  feet, 
proceeded  to  Valley  Forge,  sat  down  in  a  woods,  and,  in 
in  the  latter  end  of  December,  cheerfully  commenced 
buildi'  ghuts  with  their  own  hands,  which,  after  being 
completed,  were  palaces  in  comparison  with  their  rag- 
g-ed  lents 

Duringthe  whole  of  the  campaign  of  V777,  General 
Wayne  experienced  every  vicissitude  of  the  military  op- 
<eraiions  uader  the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. In  councils  of  war  and  private  conference  he 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  aid  his  country  and  Gen- 
eral. It  is  a  fact  which  must  here  be  placed  to  Genei  al 
Wayne's  credit,  that,  owing  to  a  combination  of  circum- 


stances, the  duty,  which  was  usually  performed  by 
three  general  officers  for  a  length  of  time,  devolved  on 
him  alone.  To  tliis  case  the  Commander-in-chief,  (at 
one  of  the  most  pressing  crisis  in  the  campaign  of  1777,) 
adverts  in  an  official  letter. 

'•The  recall  of  Gen.  St.  Clair,  obliged  me  to  part  with 
General  Lincoln,  whom  I  could  but  ill  spare,  so  that 
the  whole  charge  of  his  division  is  now  upon  Gen.  Wayne, 
there  being  no  other  brigadier  in  itthan  himself  "  From 
the  encampment  the  General  thus  addressed  a  friend, 
Richard  Peters,  Esq.: 

MauntJoy,  Dec.  30,  1777. 

"If  the  business  of  office  was  sufficient  excuse  for 
your  not  ansv/ering  some  of  my  epistles,  I  am  confident 
that  the:  late  manoeuvres  of  Mr.  Howe  will  p^lead  pow- 
erfull).  for  me. 

We  are  busy  in  forming  a  new  citj'  at  this  place.  My 
people  will  be  covered  in  a  few  days,  but  naked  as  to 
clothing;  they  are  in  that  respect  in  a  worse  condition 
than  Fallstaff's  recruits,  for  they  have  not  one  whole 
shirt  to  a  brigade,  he  had  more  than  that  to  a  company. 
Have  you  ever  taken  notice  of  Paddy  Frizzel  or  crazy 
Neddy?  if  you  have,  it  may  serve  to  convey  some  faint 
idea  of  our  soldiers,  with  only  this  diiference,  that  the 
former,  from  their  insanity,  are  become  callous  and  in- 
sensible to  their  sufl[ering,s,  whilst  our  poor  worthy,  na- 
ked fellows,  feel  their  own  misery,  and  are  conscious  of 
meriting  better  treatment. 

The  eastern  states  have  taken  the  wise  measure  of 
clothing  their  own  troops;  would  to  God  that  Pennsylva- 
nia had  done  the  same.  I  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late.  If 
1  liad  not  sent  outsome  of  my  officers  to  purchase  shoeSj 
stockings,  breeches,  and  blankets,  (for  which  our  cloth- 
ier g'eneral  refuses  payment,)  the  Pennsylvania  troops 
must  have  either  perished  or  deserted  before  this  timej 
however,  I  expect  soon  to  be  able  to  procure  necessa- 
ries to  make  them  comfortable,  but  to  effect  this  essen- 
tial business,  and  to  recover  my  health,  1  shall  require 
three  orfour  weeks  respitefrom  camp  duty. 

After  struggling  with  a  stubboi'n  cold  for  some 
weeks,  accompanied  by  a  pain  in  the  breast,  occasion- 
ed by  a  fall  at  Germantown,  when  my  horse  was  shot  un- 
der me;  this  caitiff  complaint  has  taken  post  in  my 
lungs  and  throat,  and  unless  I  am  permitted  to  change 
my  ground  I  dread  the  consequence.  I  have  now  been 
on  cimstant  duty  for  twenty-three  months,  sixteen  of 
which  I  served  in  Canada  and  at  Ticonderoga,  the  re- 
mainder with  his  Excellenc}',  during  which  period  1 
have  never  had  one  single  moment's  respite. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  Mrs.  P  has  blessed  you  with  a 

son,  and  that  she  is  likely  to  recover,  and  assist  in  form- 
ing his  young  mind,  and  placinghim  in  the  bright  path 
to  honour,  virtue,  fieedom  and  glory;  from  which,  I 
trust,  tliat  neither  he  nor  my  little  fellow  will  tiu-n  aside, 
although  the  track  should  be  marked  with  his  father's 
blood.'" 

So  soon  as  the  troops  were  com.fortably  covered,  the 
General  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid.  Early  in  January  he  repair- 
ed to  Lancaster,  at  which  place  the  seat  of  State  Govern- 
ment was  then  located.  On  the  morning  of  leaving 
camp  he  issued  the  following: — 

Division  Ohdehs. — "The  following  promotions  of 
field  officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  lias  taken  place," 
here  mentioning  the  names  of  the  officers  and  their  res- 
pective ranks,  he  proceeds.  "  rhe  justice  done  to  the 
merits  of  these  officers  has  opened  the  way  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  subaltern  officers  of  the  respective  regi- 
ments, whose  bravery  and  good  conduct  equally  entitle 
them  to  it.  The  pleasure  the  General  experiences  on 
this  occasion  he  can  much  better  feel  than  express.  It 
must  afford  the  highest  satisfaction  to  grateful  minds  to 
see  a  corps  of  officers  honorably  provided  for,  who 
have  more  than  shared  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the 
late  hard  campaign. 

The  General's  state  of  health,  as  well  as  other  consid- 
eration, require  a  little  respite;  he  hopes  soon  to  be 
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able  to  rejoin  the  army — in  the  interim  every  exertion 
of  his  shall  be  used  to  provide,  not  only  comfortable 
clotliing,  but  the  neatest  uniform  for  his  worthy  fellow- 
soldiers,  wiiose  bravery  and  conduct  have  made  them 
formidable  to  tlieii  foes,  and  erd<  ared  them  to  their 
country  and  their  General,  whose  greatest  ambition  is 
to  cTtserve  their  esteem  and  confidence,  and  to  share  ev- 
ery vicissitude  of  fortune  with  tliem.  The  General  re- 
quests his  officers  to  pay  every  possible  attention  to  the 
discipline,  health  and  comfort,  of  the  soldiers  during- his 
absence ." 

The  General  while  at  Lancaster  used  every  exertion 
and  influence  within  his  power  to  redeem  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  in  his  division  orders,  and  by  his  ex- 
ertions, aided  by  a  few  patriotic  individuals,  he  ulti- 
mately succeeded  in  rendering  the  Pennsylvania  line 
comparatively  comfortable  as  to  clothing,  as  well  as  res- 
pectable in  appear^ince. 

The  troops  at  Valley  Forge,  during  the  winter  of  1777 
-8,  were  in  tlie  most  distressed  situation  for  both  cloth- 
ing and  provisions,  so  great  had  the  deficiency  of  the 
latter  become,  that  the  Commander-in-chief,after  using 
lenient  measures,  was  at  length  compelled,  in  order  to 
save  his  army  from  famine,  to  detach  a  strong  body  of 
troops  under  General  Greene,  with  orders  to  obtain  on 
the  w  estern  side  of  the  Delavi'are,  an  immediate  supjjly 
of  pr  ovisions  by  any  means  whatever."  This  officer, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  ca^e,  with  the  aid  of  a  strong 
body  of  dragoons,  comm-^nded  by  Captain  Henry  Lee, 
in  addition  to  his  own  detachment,  foi-aged  as  in  an  en- 
emy's country,  and  seized  on  every  animal  fit  for  slaugh- 
ter, and  by  these  means  the  immediate  wants  of  the  ar- 
my weie  supplied. 

To  pre\ent  a  recurrence  of  so  deplorable  a  state  of 
■want,  Genei  al  Wa\  ne,  about  the  middle  of  February, 
at  a  most  tempestuous  and  inclement  time,  was  detacli- 
ed  with  a  body  of  troops  to  New  Jersey,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  cattle  on  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Delaware, 
and  to  destroy  the  forrtge,  which  con  Id  not  be  removed, 
lest  it  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  was 
a  most  hazardous  and  arduous  entei-prize,  within  the 
limits  of  the  enem) 's  lines,  and  in  a  district  of  country 
subject  to  his  conir<il,  «  henever  he  chose  to  exert  it; 
but  resolved  on  the  l  elief  of  the  suffei-ing  soldier  y,  and 
determined  to  wrest  from  the  grasp  of  Sir  William,  the 
provisions  which  he  recjuired  for  his  army,  as  well  as 
the  forage,  whicli  he  much  needed  for  the  sustenance 
of  his  wagon  artillery  and  cavalry  horses,  he  most  cheer- 
fully proceeded  to  execute  his  General's  orders,  and  lit- 
er:.lly  carried  on  a  winter-campaign  beyond  tlie  reach 
of  any  aid  f  rom  his  compatriots.  After  several  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy,  indeed  they  rather  merit  the  ti- 
tle of  battles,  in  all  of  which  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
chastise  them,  he  succeeded  by  judicious  management 
and  great  exertion,  in  .sending  to  camp  several  luindred 
head  of  fine  cattle,  many  excellent  horses,  suited  for  ca- 
valry service,  and  also  in  securing  a  quantity  of  forage, 
and  destroying  much  more,  for  the  whole  of  which,  to 
the  well  affected,  he  executed  certificates  in  due  form. 
About  the  middle  of  March  the  General  reiui'ned  to 
camp  with  his  command,  which  had  been  partially  aid- 
ed by  a  detachment  of  New-Jersey  militia,  here  he,  his 
officers  and  soldiers,  received  the  thanks  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief and  the  blessings  of  the  army. 

The  good  conduct,  bravery,  perseverance,  fatigue 
and  danger,  independently  of  the  success  of  this  expe- 
dition, claimed  a  page  of  history,  and  a  favorite  one  it 
would  have  been,  yet  it  is  merely  noticed,  even  by  A- 
merican  writers. 

Din  ing  the  remainder  of  the  season  matters  at  Valley 
Forge  continued  pretty  much  in  statu  quo.  The  com- 
forts of  the  army  were  "few,  an{l  far  between,"  whilst 
Washington  and  his  officers  were  using  every  exertion 
to  perfect  the  troops  in  the  art  of  war;  nor  did  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  at  any  time,  visit  them  at  their  quarters,  al- 
though the  American  General  and  his  army  calculated 
on  that  event.  C  To  be  continued- J 


CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL, 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  held  nfi 
their  Office,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  Ist 
June,  1829, 

The  President  and  Directors  presented  the  followiirg- 
report  of  their  proceedings. 

Tenth  general  Keport  of  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

The  period  having  arrived  that  closes  the  term  af^ 
service  forwiiich  the  President  and  Directors  were  cho- 
sen, and  the  provisions  of  the  charter  requiring  theni-, 
to  render  to  the  Stockholders  a  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings, they  lay  before  the  meeting  an  account  of  the  pto- 
gress  of  the  work  intrusted  to  tlieir  superintendance. — 
They  had  every  reason  to  hope,  that  this  RepoJ't  would^ 
have  embraced  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  its  entre 
completion;  but  although  circumstances,  not  unoer- 
their  control,  have  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  that  ex- 
pectation, yet  the  remaining  operations  are  so  limited,, 
as  to  render  it  a  matter  of  very  little  doubt,  that  theii> 
successors  will  very  speedily  have  the  satisfactions  o€ 
announcing  to  the  public,  an  event  which  all  mustde- 
sire,  but  which  the  members  of  this  Board  will  Well- 
come with  peculiar  pleasure,  as  at  once  securing  to  the 
country  a  great  national  benefit,  making  to  the  Stcck- 
holders.the  best  return  for  the  confidence  they  havs  u-- 
niformly  bestowed,  and.  they  trust  they  may  add,  af-- 
fbrding  a  successful  and  gratifying  termination  to  sjve- 
ral  yeai  s  of  unremitted  personal  anxiety  and  exer  ioHo. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  annual  Report,  it  may  be  re- 
collected tliat  the  locks  and  bridges  were  comalet- 
ed,  the  harbour  on  the  Delaware  formed,  so  far  as  '.vas- 
deenied  expedient,  the  navigation  opened  througjiours 
the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  part  of  the  fifth, 
sections,  and  the  excavation  and  embankment  finished? 
on  the  sixth  and  seventh,  so  as  to  permit  navigatian  as- 
soon  as  it  was  judged  proper  to  admit  the  water.  On-' 
this  portion  nf  the  work,  therefore,  the  labours  of  the 
last  year  have  been  dii'ected  merely  to  the  completions 
of  what  was  left  as  of  less  pressing  i-ecessity,  sujh  as 
the  deepening  of  certain  places  by  ineans  of  the  (dredg- 
ing machine,  and  increasing  the  width  and  strength  of- 
the  embankments,  or  to  tlie  repair  of  any  damagjs  thaW 
have  since  occurred,  especially  a  leak  at  the  Delaware 
tide  lock,  which,  though  at  first  apparently  of  a  lerious  ■ 
nature,  the  engineer-in-chief  has  every  confide.ice  of 
speedily  and  successfully  overcoming.    The  renaining;, 
poi  tion  of  the  canal,  embracing  principally  the  deep- 
cut,  has  of  course  chiefly  occupied  the  contractoi's  and  . 
the  Board  think  themselves  authorized  to  say,  that 
notwithstanding  some  u.iavoidable  delays  frrm  un- 
expected obstacles,  this  has  advanced  with  al.-  prac- 
ticable rapidity.    On  the  eastern  division  of  th;  deep.' 
cut,  the  excavation  has  been  finished  to  within,  thirty- 
four  chains  of  the  summit  where  it  terminates,  aid  that- 
still  to  be  done  does  not  exceed  twenty  tiousand* 
cubic  yards,  while  of  the  walling  at  the  sides,  (f  wliicli: 
a  detailed  account  was  given  last  year,  there  remains- 
uncompleted  a  distance  of  only  two  chains  on  tlie  northj,- 
and  twenty  chains  on  the  south      This  will  require> 
the  laying  of  about  twenty-five  hundred  perrches  ofi 
stone,  the  greatest  part  SI"  which  is  now  on  the  ground. 
The   western   division  of  the   deep  cut  is  finished;,,, 
and  the  water  has  been  let  into  the  canal  from  thfr 
summit  to  the  tide  of  the  Chesapeake.    It  will  thus- 
be  seen,  that  the  only  part  of  the  work  th»t  has  not" 
been  done,  is  a  small  distance  at  the  centre,.the  com* 
pletion  of  which  will  connect  the  ends  alrtady  navi- 
gable, and  open  the  whole  line. 

In  announcing  so  favourable  a  progress,  \i  does  nof 
appear  out  of  place,  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  zealj,- 
fidelity,  and  skill  of  the  contractor,  by  wSom  it  has- 
been  principally  made.  An  intercourse  with  Mr.  Si- 
mon Newton  Dexter,  of  Whitesborough,  in  the  state  oP 
New  York,  of  more  than  five  years,  during  which,  he 


1825.] 


JUDICIARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


3T7 


has  been  intrusted  with  all  the  contracts  for  the  wes- 
tern division  of  the  canal,  has  abundantly  justified  the 
confidence  origfinally  reposed  in  him  by  the  Company. 
The  integrity  and  promptness  which  characterized  his 
deportment  while  the  work  was  in  prog'ress,  obtained 
for  him  at  all  times  the  g'ood  opinion  of  the  Board,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  surrounding-  neighbourhood;  and, 
upon  its  completion,  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
which  included  transactions  to  the  amount  of  nearly  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  has  been  finally  effected, 
without  impairing,  in  any  degree,  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  the  i'resident  and  Directors. 

The  financial  transactions  of  the  Board  will  appear  by 
the  statement  submitted  to  the  meeting.  It  was  an- 
nounced in  the  last  Report,  that  books  would  be  open- 
ed for  a  further  subscription  towards  a  loan  to  the 
Company,  and  according'ly  the  sum  of  §160,400  was  ob- 
tained, whicb  completed  the  entire  amount  of$jOO,000 

embraced  in  the  loan  of  the  lOth  of  January  1828  

In  addition  to  this,  an  Act  of  Congress  was  passed  on 
the  second  of  March,  authorizing-  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  shares 
of  the  stock  of  the  Company.  The  subscription  was 
made  on  the  seventh  of  the  same  month;  and  {6150,000 
the  amount  thereof,  immediately  paid. 

During-  the  winter,  the  Board  took  occasion  to  re- 
present to  the  legislatures  of  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
the  importance,  in  their  view,  of  revising  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  charter.  When  the  first  acts  of  As- 
sembly under  which  the  company  exists,  were  enact- 
ed, it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  all  the  powers 
would  be  granted  by  anticipation,  which  the  expe- 
rience of  other  companies  have  proved  to  be  necessary. 
To  this  must  probably  be  ascribed  the  circumstance 
that  no  specific  authority  was  vested  in  the  Board  to 
make  and  enforce  regulations  for  protecting  the  wor  ks 
from  injury;  for  promoting  the  general  convenience  of 
vessels  navigating  the  canal;  for  securing  to  them  at 
all  times  an  unimpeded  passage;  for  improving  and 
saving  from  encroachment  the  navigation  of  the 
streams  into  which  the  canal  might  le-.id,  and  for  ex- 
tending to  such  streams  the  character  of  a  port  or  har-  J 
hour,  so  as  to  insure  the  common  safety  of  vessels  ap- 1 
proacliing  or  departing.  The  representations  of  the 
Board  on  these  subjects,  were  treated  with  full  and 
prompt  consideration;  and  supplementary  acts  were  pas- 
sed in  both  states,  providing  for  these  several  objects. 

The  Board  are  not  aware  of  any  other  subject  which 
Calls  for  further  explanation,  and  have  merely  to  state 
in  conclusion  the  belief  that  those  whom  the  stockhold- 
ers shall  appoint  to  succeed  them,  will  very  shortly  be 
able  to  announce  the  completion  of  the  work,  the  best 
and  an  adequate  reward  for  the  time,  labour,  and  ex- 
pense, which  has  been  bestowed  on  it. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  President  and 
Directors.  JAMES  C.  FISHER,  President- 

H.  D.  GiLPijf,  Secretary. 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Office,  ) 

May  30,  1829.  3  ■ 
It  was  then  on  motion  resolved, 
That  the  Repoi-t  this  day  presented  be  approved  and 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Stockholders  be 
and  are  hereby  given  to  the  President  and  Directors, 
for  the  zealous  and  faithful  manner  in  which  their  du- 
ties have  been  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  cause 
the  said  Report  to  be  published. 

Kesolved,  That  this  meeting  unites  with  the  Board 
of  President  and  Directors,  in  acknowledging  the  zeal, 
fidelity  and  skill,  displayed  by  Mr.  Simon  Newton  Dei- 
tor,  of  VVhitesborough,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  in 
the  execution  of  his  several  contractSj  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Western  Division  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal.  JOHN  REED,  Chairman. 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Office,  Jane  1,1 829. 
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JUDICIAI.  MEMORANDA  IN  THE  HISTORY 
OF  PE?iJ*S\  LVANIA. 

On  an  inspection  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  provincial  council  of  Pennsylvania,for  some  years 
after  the  first  settlement  of  the  province,  it  will  appea? 
that  the  governor  and  council  exercised  jurisdiction 
over  all  matters,  as  well  original  as  appellate  to  the  most 
trifling-  assaults,  private  squabbles,  slanders  and  back- 
biting-Sj  even  petty  quarrels  at  sea;  summoning-  masters 
of  ships,  on  their  arrival,  on  complaint  of  the  passen- 
gers and  sailors,  and  fining,  or  censuring  them.  No 
punishment  was  prescribed,  but  in  every  case  it  was  in- 
flicted as  the  caprice  of  the  moment  may  have  sugg-est- 
ed.  They  also  exercised  unlimited  jurisdiction  in  mar- 
itime causes;  and  there  are  several  cases  upon  the  sei- 
zure and  condemnation  of  ships.* 

The  earliest  of  these  records  is  dated  at  Philadelphia, 
10th  of  the  first  month,  1682-3. 

20th  of  4th  month,  June  1683.  The  appeal  of  Rich- 
ard Noble,  was  heard  before  council,  upon  a  judg-ment 
given  by  the  county  court  of  Philadelphia,  concerning  a. 
title  of  land  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  the  law  S2ith 
that  all  causes  shall  be  first  tried  where  they  arise. 

"It  is  the  opinion  of  this  board  that  the  appeal  lie« 
not  legally  nor  regularly  before  us,  and  therefore  do  re- 
fer the  business  to  the  proper  county  court,  and  do  fin« 
the  county  court  of  Philadelphia,  forty  pounds  for  giv- 
ing the  said  judgment  against  law." 


*The  books  in  which  these  proceedings  are  record- 
ed, are  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania.  They  are  accessible  to  any 
person  who  may  be  desirous  of  acquiring  more  minute 
knowledge  of  the  curious  and  interesting  particular* 
contained  in  them. 
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26t!i  of  the  4th  month,  1683.    Present  William  Fenn, 
proprietor  and  g'overnor. 

Thomas  Holmes,        John^  I^tmcock. 

WlllIAM  ClAYTOX.        LaSSE  CoCIi. 

Nich.  Bartlet,  plaint,  upon  an  appeal,  Francis  Whit- 
well  def. 

Thomas  Grones  being  attested,  declares  that  Francis 
"Whitwell  pretended  to  do  13artlett  a  kindness  in  the 
appraisement  of  his  goods,  but  afterwards  would  not, 
but  much  to  his  disadvantage. 

Paler  Gronedich  being  attested,  declares  that  Whit- 
well promised  not  to  take  away  any  of  the  goods  of 
Nicholas  Bartlet. 

Thomas  Williams  bei'~g  attested,  declares  the  same. 

Several  more  things  being  alleged  un  both  sides,  the 
governor  and  council  considering  the  whole  matter  be- 
twixt the  plaintift'and  defendant,  do  think  the  appraise- 
ment is  undervalued,  and  therefore  do  give  it  to  be  their 
opinion,  that  the  plaintifl'is  wronged,  and  therefore  do 
order  the  defendant  to  pay  to  the  plaintiff,  within  six 
weeks  time,  three  cows  and  ca/re«  between  fonrand  sev- 
en years  old;  also  ord{ir-ed  that  they  pay  the  witnesses 
charges  between  them. 

24th,  8th  month,  1683.  Warrants  issued  from  coun- 
cil to  apprehend  certain  persons  on  suspicion  of  'put- 
ting away  bad  money.' 

After  along  examination  of  witnesses,  council  issued 
a  warrant  to  Benjamin  Chambers,  high  sheriff,  to  sum- 
mon a  grand  and  petit  jury,  for  the  trial  of  Charles  Pick- 
ering-and  Samuel  Buckley. 

Nf  xt  day  council  ordered  an  indictment  to  be  drawn 
against  them. 

John  White  made  attorney  general,  "to  plead  the 
cause  between  our  proprietorand governor,  and  Charles 
Pickering  and  Samuel  Buckley. 

26th,  8ih  month,  1683.  The  grand  jury  returned  and 
found  the  bill  against  Charles  Pickering,  as  being  'a 
,  Aeynous  and  ^ei'i'ous  crime.' 

The  petit  jury  were  empannelled  and  attested.  The 
evidence  is  at  large. 

After  the  witnesses  were  examined,  "the  foreman  of 
the  jury  desired  that  the  prisoner  would  tell  him  who 
he  had  the  money  of  that  he  payed  /o  several  people,  but 
he  sought  to  evade  it,  saying  the  money  that  any  per- 
son received  of  him,  he  would  change  it,  and  that  no  man 
shoidd  loose  any  thing  by  him.' 

The  governor  (William  Penn)  gave  the  charge  to  the 
jury,  and  they  went  forth;  and  returning  again,  brought 
him  in  guilty  of  the  bill  of  indictment.  Bills  of  indict- 
ment were  found  against  Samuel  Buckley  and  Robert 
Fenton,  to  which  they  pleaded  guilty.  The  governor 
proceeded  to  give  sentence, 

'Charles  Pickering,  the  court  hath  sentenced  thee  for 
this  high  misdemeanor,  whereof  thou  hast  been  found 
guilty,  by  the  country,  that  thou  make  full  satisfaction 
in  good  and  currant  pay,to  every  person  that  shall  within 
the  space  of  one  month,  bring  in  any  of  this  false  base 
and  counterfilt  co!/??e,(  which  will  to  morrow  by  proclama- 
tion be  called  in)  according  to  their  respective  propor- 
tions, and  that  the  money  brought  in  shall  be  melted  in- 
to gross  before  rttiiined  to  lliee;  and  that  thou  shalt 
pay  a  fine  offnurty  pounds  into  this  court  towards  tlie 
building  of  a  court  house  in  this  Towne,  and  stand  comlt- 
tedx\\\  yayd,  and  afterwards ^nec?  security  for  thy  good 
abearance. 

"Samuel  Buckley.  The  court  considering  thee  more 
■tngenious,  than  he  that  went  before  thee,  hath  thought 
fit  to  fine  thee  ten  pounds,  towards  a  public  court  house 
here,  and  to  Jinde  good  security  for  thy  good  abear- 
ance. 

'Robert  Fenton.  The  court  having  also  considered  thy 
ingenuity,  in  confessing  the  truth  of  matters,  and  that 
thou  art  a  servant,  hath  only  sentenced  thee  to  set  an 
hour  in  the  stocks  to-morrow  morning." 

21st  of  the  9th  month,  1683. 

A  ship  called  the  Mary  of  Southampton,  Ante  Pryers, 
master,  was,  by  this  board,  called  in  question  for  being 


Chris.  Taylob., 
Wm.  Clayton, 
Thomas  Holmes. 


an  unfree  sliip,  and  upon  consideration,  had  by  this 
board,  and  John  Tass,  prosecutor,  desiring  judgment, 

'It  is  the  judgment  of  this  board,  that  there  being  no 
certificate  that  she  is  a  free  ship,  therefoi  e  this  board 
condemns  her  as  being  an  unfree  ship  and  forfeited.' 
The  condemnation  is  as  follows; 

'Information  having  been  made  to  the  governor  and 
provincial  council,  that  a  certain  ship  called  the  Mary 
of  Southampton,  lately  arrived  with  passengers  from 
Southampton  in  England,  and  now  riding  belore  the 
town  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  Pennsyh  ania, 
is  a  Scottish  bottom  and  no  ways  made  free  to  trade  to 
any  of  his  majesty's  plantations  in  America,  and  so  un- 
der the  forfeiture  expiessed  in  the  laws  of  navigation, 
upon  a  tidl  hearing  ot  the  business  in  council,  and  by 
the  ivgeniuus  acknowledgment  of  the  master,  and  some 
of  the  owneis,  and  especially  by  the  goulden  breif  that 
was  produced  by  one  of  them,  is  found  to  be  the  Alex- 
ander of  hiverness,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and 
therefore  tiie  governor  and  council  have,  and  do  ad- 
judge and  condemn  the  said  .ship,  as  forfeited  according 
to  law,  in  such  cases  provided  for.' 

16th  of  11th  month,  1683.  Council  were  engaged  in 
directing  the  summary  punishment  of  whipping,  taking 
sureties  for  good  behaviour,  and  'ordered  that  William 
Clayton  build  a  cage  against  the  next  council  day,  seven 
foot  high,  seven  foot  long  and  five  fool  broad.' 

7th  of  12th  month,  1683.  'Margaret  Matison  and  Ve- 
shro  Hendrickson,  examined  and  about  to  be  pro\ed 
witches.  Whereupon  this  board  ordered  that  Neels 
Mattson  should  enter  into  a  recognizance  of  fifty  pounds 
for  his  wife's  appearance  before  this  board  the  27th  in- 
stant.   Jacob  Hendrickson  doth  the  same  for  his  wife.' 

27th  of  12th  month,  1683.  Present  William  Penn, 
proprietor  and  governor. 

.         James  Haekiso;^,^ 
,      William  Biles, 
.       Lasse  Cock, 

William  Haigsib, 
The  grand  jury  being  attested,  the  governor  gave 
them  their  charge,  and  the  attorney  general  attendee! 
them  with  the  presentment.  .  ■,  •  o --t  ^.^f;; .... 

The  grand  jury  found  the  bill.  ' 
Margaret  Mattson's  indictment  was  read,  and  she 
pleads  not  guilty,  and  will  be  tried  by  the  country. 

I.asse  Cock,  attested  interpreter  between  the  propri- 
etor and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

The  petit  iuiy  were  then  impannelled.  The  testimo- 
ny of  the  witnesses  is  given  at  large,  and  sundry  deposi- 
tions were  read,  the  contents  of  which  are  not  given. 

The  prisoner  denieth  all  things,  and  saith,  the  wKnes- 
ses  speak  only  by  hearsay. 

After  which  the  governor  gave  the  jury  their  charge 
concerning  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

The  jury  went  forth,  and  upon  their  return  brought 
her  in  'guilty  of  having  the  common  fame  of  a  witch, 
but  not  guilty  in  the  manner  and  form  as  she  stands  in- 
dicted.' 

Both  the  women  were  then  recognized  with  surety, 
for  their  good  behaviour  for  six  months. 
(I.i  Council.) 

1st  of  2d  month,  1684.  Present  William  Penn  and 
others. 

'Put  to  the  question  all  that  are  of  opinion  that  there 
shall  be  a  provincial  court,  consisting  of  five  judges,  to 
try  all  criminals  and  titles  of  land,  and  to  be  a  court  of 
equity,  to  decide  all  differences  upon  appeals  from  the 
county  courts,  passed  in  the  affirmative.' 

15th  of  2d  month,  1684.  A  committee  of  the  council 
inform  the  assembly;  that  the  governor  hath  power  in 
the  charter  to  choose  judges  during  his  life. 

4th  of  6th  month,  1684.  Nicholas  Moore,  William 
Welsh,  William  Wood,  Robert  Turner  and  John  Eck- 
ley,  were  commissioned  as  provincial  judges,  for  the 
province  and  territories  for  two  years,  if  they  should  sc 
long  behave  well.  Nicholas  Moore,  being  first  in  com 
mission  took  place  as  chief  justice.* 


1829.]  JUDICIARY  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 


14tli  September,  1685.  James  llaiTison,  James  Clay- 
poole  and  Artiiur  Cooke,  were  nominated  by  the  coun- 
cil to  be  provincial  judges.  Harrison  and  Cooke  refu- 
sing to  serve,  and  Claypoolc  being'  prevented  by  sick- 
ness, the  council  sat  themselves  for  the  decision  of  dif- 
ferences at  the  time  appointed  for  the  court  to  set, 
which  was  on  the  24th  of  September,  1685. 

See  1  Proiid's  liibtory,  300,  and  minutes  of  provincial 
council,  of  the  22d,  of  7th  month,  1685. 

31st  of  the  1st  month,  (March)  1686.  Council  nomi- 
nated three  persons,  v\z.:  Arthur  Cook,  TVi/liam  Clark 
andJohn  Cann,  as  judges  of  the  next  provincial  couit, 
s.nd  ordered  the  commissions  to  be  forthwith  drawn. 

3d  of  7th  month,  1686.  Council  unanimously  appoin- 
ted Arthur  Cook,  John  Lymcock,  and  James  Harrison, 
to  be  judges  of  the  next  provincial  court,  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia.  Their  commissloiis  were  read  and  sign- 
ed the  20th  of  the  7th  month,  1686;  and  they  were  at- 
tested the  24th  of  the  7th  month  (September)  1686. 

2d  of  2d  month,  1687.  New  commissions  ordered  to 
fee  drawn  up,  for  the  continuing  the  former  judges,  for 
the  next  provincial  court. 

24th  of  7th  month,  1688.  The  election  of  provincial 
judges  wliich  by  law,  were  this  A^y  to  keep  court  at 
Philadelphia,  was  debated,  and  having  considered  that 
the  broad  seal  was  by  custom  to  be  affixed  to  the  com- 
mission, and  that  the  time  would  be  elapsed  b-efore  the 
commission  could  be  sealed;  and  the  com-t  opened,  they 
thought  it  more  safe  not  to  commissionate  any,  rather 
than  to  do  it  after  the  time  appointed  by  law,  for  the 
coai  t  setting  was  past. 

19th  of  12th  month,  1688-9.  John  Blackwell,  gov- 
ernor and  others  present.  The  governor  acquainted 
the  council  that  he  thought  it  necessary,  something 
should  be  speedily  done  about  settling  a  provincial 
ffloiu't,  and  that  he  found  something  difficult  therein,  by 
reason  of  the  several  laws  passed,  concerning  the  saTne, 
and  therefore,  moved  them  for  their  advice  upon  the 
said  laws,  ;md  that  they  should  be  read,  viz.  the  157th 
law,  and  the  181st  law,  the  first  whereof  was  made  dti- 
S'ing  the  governor's  absence  in  this  province,  the  other 
since  his  departure  for  P^ngland;  the  first  referring  it  to 
the  proprietor  and  governor,  to  commission  five  per- 
sons under  the  broad  seal;  the  latter  directing  that  the 
court  >.hould  be  empowered  by  the  governor  and  prov'm- 
eidl  council;  which  latter  seemed  to  be  an  encroachment 
upon  the  power  of  the  governor,  reserved  by  the  char- 
ter of  privileges,  and  being  made  by  a  law  in  the  pro- 
prietor's absence,  (contrary  to  his  interest)  the  gover- 
nor desired  the  members  of  council  would  seriously 
consider  the  matter. 

26th  of  12th  month,  1688-9.  Upon  the  proposition 
that  a  commission  should  be  issued  authorising  and  ap- 
pointing a  provincial  court,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
It  was  then  debated  upon  which  law  it  should  be  grotm- 
ded,  whether  on  the  157th  law,  or  the  181st.  It  v\  as  de- 
termined in  favour  of  the  157th  law,  that  five  provincial 
Judges  should  be  appointed,  and  the  form  of  the  com- 
mission agreed  on.  'J"o  this  comtnission  the  keeper  of 
the  broad  seal,  (Thomas  Lloyd)  refused  to  affix  the  seal, 
which  occasioned  considerable  discussion,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  minutes  of  the  subsequent  proceedings. 

2d  of  the  2d  month,  1690.  Arthur  Cook,  William 
Clark  and  Joseph  Growdon,t  were  unanimously  chosen 

••The  form  of  the  commission  may  be  seen  in  1  Proud's 
History  of  Pennsylvania,  p.  286-7.  Chief  justice  Moore 
afterwards  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  assembly.and 
was  Impeached  before  the  council.  On  the  2d  of  the 
4th,  1685,  he  was  ordered  "to  desist  and  cease  from  fur- 
ther acting,  in  any  place  of  authority,  or  judicature,  till 
the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him  b}' 
the  assembly,  be  tried,  or  that  satisfaction  be  made  to 
the  board.'   He  died  in  1688  or  1689,  see  1  Proud,  299. 

John  Ecklcy  died  in  1689,  as  appeared  by  minutes  of 
council,  2d  of  11th  month,  1689. 

•{■Joseph  Growden  was  from  Trevore  in  Cornwall. — 
Proud's  hist.  1  vol.  292,  in  notes, 


to  be  provincial  judges,  for  the  next  provincial  court, 
and  ordered  that  a  commission  be  drawn  according'y. 
On  the  10th  of  the  sam.e  month,  their  commission  was 
signed  by  the  president,  (Thomas  Lloyd)  bearing  date 
the  first  inst.,  to  continue  only  for  this  pi  esent  cniirt. 

21st  November,  1690.  Arthur  Cook,*  William  Clark, 
and  Griffith  Jones,  were  appointed. 

23d  September,  1693.  Andrew  Robeson,  AVm.  Sal- 
way,  John  Cann,  and  Edward  Bleake,  were  appointed 
judges. 

9th  of  12th  month,  1702.  William  Clark,  Edward 
Shippen,  and  Thomas  Masters,  were  appointed  provin- 
cial judges. 

By  a  minute  of  the  council  of  the  3fl  April,  1706,  it 
appears  that  John  Guest  was  then  chief  justice  of  the 
j>rovinciaI  coiu't. 

17th  of  April,  1706.  A  coramlssior.  was  read,  appoint- 
ing RogerMompesson,-[-  JosephGrowdon,  JasperYeates,^; 
Samuel  Finney,  and  AVilliam  Trent  provincial  judges  of 
this  province,  and  the  lower  counties;  constituting  the 
first  named  chief  justice. 

Ill  1709,  the  "judges  were  William  Clark,  Edward 
Shippen,  Joseph  Growdon,  and  William  Guest. 

4th  June,  1715.  Cotincll  appoint  Joseph  Growdon, 
Wm.  Trent,  Jonathan  Dickenson  and  George  Roach. 

In  1716.  The  judges  were  Wm.  Trent,§  Jonathan 
Dickenson!  and  and  George  Roach.  (See  Proud's  hist. 

'Arthur  Cook  died  on  the  2d  of  October,  1699.  He 
was  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  came  from 
London  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  province.  He 
served  in  many  of  the  most  considerable  posts  in  the 
government  with  a  good  character.  Proud's  Hist.  vol. 
1.  p.  422,  in  notes. 

-j-Quacre,  whether  this  gentleman  be  not  the  same  Ro- 
ger Mumpesson,  who  was  afterwards  chief  justice  of 
New  York,  and  who  in  June,  1707,  presided  at  the  trial 
of  Francis  M'Kemie,  for  preaching  without  the  govern- 
or's license.   See  Smith's  Hist,  of  New-York,  p.  127-8. 

tJudge  Yeates  was  a  native  of  Yoikshire,  in  Great 
Britain,  and  was  educated  to  the  profession  of  the  law. 
He  first  settled  in  Barbadoes,  whore  he  married.  On  the 
death  of  his  wife  vi  ithout  children  he  removed  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  fixed  his  residence  at  Upland,  now  Ches- 
ter, where  he  again  married  and  had  a  family.  In  the 
years  1700  and  1701,  he  was  a  representative  in  the  as- 
sembl)'  for  New  Castle  county.  The  jirovince  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  three  lower  counties  having  differed 
respecting  the  acceptance  of  the  proprietary  charter, 
they  separated  in  legislation  in  November,  1702,  when 
Andrew  Hamilton,  Esq.  was  lieutenant  governor.  On 
this  occasion  Mr.  Yeates  sided  with  the  lower  countie.<!. 
He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  governor's  council 
on  the  lOlh  of  April,  1704,  in  the  arlministration  of 
John  Evans,  Esq.  and  continued  in  that  station  fur  sev- 
eral years  afterwards.  He  was  a  man  of  learning-  and 
talents,  and  his  character  for  honor  and  integrit\'  stood 
very  high  in  the  estimation  even  of  those  who  were 
most  warmly  opposed  to  him  in  political  sentiment. 

See  votes  ofassembh',  vol.  1,  part  1,  pages  123,  140, 
142.  Appendix,  part  1,  pages  19,  22,  28,  part  2,  page 
78;  vol.  2,  pages  25,  90,  401,  474,  475,  479. 

See  also  letter  from  James  Logan  to  Wm.  Penn,  da- 
ted at  New  Castle,  the  22d  of  9th  month,  1704,  a  copy 
of  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  late  judge  Yeates, 
grandson  of  the  gentleman  noticed  above. 

§  William  Trent  removed  from  Pennsylvania  into  New 
Jersey,  at  some  time  subsequently  to  the  year  1719.— 
He  was  .afterwards  chief  justice  of  New  Jersey.  Tren- 
ton took  its  name  from  him.  He  died  29th  Dec.  1724. 
See  2  Proud's  Hist.  p.  125,  in  notes,  and  Smith's  hi.story 
of  New  Jersey,  p.  419. 

II Jonathan  Dickenson,  came  from  Jamaica,  with  his 
wife  and  family,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1696.  He 
was  with  other  passengers  on  board  of  the  .same  vessel, 
in  their  passage  to  Pennsylvania,  ship  wrecked  in  the 
gulf  of  Florida;  and  being  driven  on  shore,  suffered 


8S0 


JUDICIARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


«f  Pennsylvania,  vol.  2,  73,  87,  and  2d  vol.  of  Votes  of 
Assembly,  p.  194.) 

In  the  minutes  of  council  of  the  8th  of  May,  1718, 
David  Lloyd  is  named  as  being  chief  justice  of  the  su- 
preme couit. 

From  1719  to  1725.  David  Lloyd*  was  chief  justice, 
and  Richard  Hill*  second  justice  of  the  supreme  court. 
■  During' this  interval  it  does  not  appear  who,  or  wheth- 
er any  person  filled  the  station  of  third  justice.  Sir 
Wm.  Keith  in  his  messag'e  to  the  assembly  of  the  9th  of 
May  1722,  mentions  that  there  are  vacancies  in  the  su- 
preme court,  and  the  difficulty  he  is  under  of  getting 
them  supplied.  See  2d  vol.  of  Votes  of  Assembly  ,p  320. 

In  1725,  the  court  was  composed  of  the  following  per- 
sone:  David  Liotd,  Chief  justice. 

RiciiAnn  Hill.,  second  justice. 
Robert  Asuetos,  third  justice. 
15th  September,  1726.    The  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  were  at  this  time,  David  Lloyd,  Richard  Hill  and 
Bobert  Asheton.    It  was  thought  right,  by  council  to 
continue  the  two  first.    Robert  Asheton  declined  serv- 
ing', and  Jeremiah  Langhorne  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
In  1728  and  1729,  the  judges  were 

David  Llotd,  chief  justice. 
RicHAHD  HiLi,  second  justice. 
Jeremiah  LANGHonxE,  third  justice. 
Judge  Hill  died  the  9th  of  September,  1729. 
9th  April,  1730.   The  governor  recommended  to  the 
board  to  consider  of  some  proper  person  to  supply  the 
office  of  second  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  now  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mr.  Hill.    Ag'reed  to  defer  the 
consideration  of  it. 

15th  October,  1730.  The  governor  complained  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  in  the  su- 
preme court. 

8th  April,  1731.  The  g'overnor  acquainted  the  board 
that  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  supreme  court  now 
drawing  nigh,  it  would  be  proper  to  fill  up  the  two  va- 
cancies in  that  commission  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  chief  justice  and  of  Mr.  Hill,  and  his  honour  having 
named  Isaac  iVbrm,  e«j«ire,f  to  be  chief  justice,  Jerc- 
miah  Langhorne  to  be  second  justice,  and  Doctor  T/io- 
mas  Graemeif  to  be  third  justice,  it  was  unanimotisly 
agreed  to. 

20th  August,  1731.  The  governor  informed  the 
board,  that  Isaac  Nop-is,  esquire,  having  for  certain  rea- 

in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  among  the  Indians  in 
that  part  of  America;  of  which  there  is  extant  a  partic- 
ular account,  entitled  "  God' s protecting  providence  man's 
surest  help  and  defence,"  written  by  himself.  He  was 
one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  a  merchant  of  consid- 
erable fortune,  and  possessed  a  large  estate  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  resided.  He  died  in  the  year  1722.  Mr. 
Proud  states  that  he  was  at  one  time  chief  justice  of  the 
province.  I  find  no  record  of  this  fact.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  William  Trent  left  the  bench  before  Da- 
vid Lloyd's  appointment,  and  that  in  the  interval  Mr. 
Dickenson  held  the  station  of  chief  justice. 

"For  biographical  notices  of  chief  justice  Lloyd,  and 
judge  Hill,  see  1  Proud's  Hist.  p.  459,  (in  note)  and  p. 
4t73,  (in  notes.) 

•j-For  some  account  of  Mr.  Norris,  see  Proud,  1  vol. 
p.  473.  (in  notes)  Mr.  Proud  mentions  that  he  died  in 
the  year  1735,  when  he  was  chief  justice  of  Peimsylva- 
nia.  The  above  extracts  from  the  council  book,  show 
that  Mr.  Proud  was  mistaken  in  stating  that  Mr.  Norris 
was  then  chief  justice. 

tJudge  Gi  jeme  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  grad- 
uate in  medicine.  For  nearly  half  a  century  he  main- 
tained the  first  rank  in  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia. He  held,  during  a  greater  part  of  this  time, 
the  office  of  collector  of  the  port.  He  married  Anne, 
the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Keith.  For  further  partic- 
ulars respecting  him,  see  an  account  of  the  life  and  cha- 
racter of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ferguson, (his  daughter)  in  the 
Port  Folio  for  June,  1809,  vol.  1.  page  520, 


sons  declined  the  office  of  chief  justice  of  this  province 
some  otlier  proper  person  ought  to  be  appointed  there- 
unto, and  his  honour  having  named  Jauies  Logan,  es- 
quire, as  a  gentleman  whose  well  known  abilities  suffi- 
ciently qualify  him  for  that  station,  the  board  unani- 
mously concurred  in  the  said  nomination,  and  it  is  or- 
dered that  he  be  commissioned  chief  justice  accordingly. 

In  1731, 1732,  1733, 1734,  1735, 1736,  1737,  1738and 
part  of  1739,  the  supreme  court  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing judges,viz.    James  Logan,  chief  justice.* 

Jeremiah  Langhorne,  second  justice. 
Thomas  Giimme,  third  justice. 

9th  August  1739.  James  Logan,  Esquire,  having  de- 
clined the  place  of  chief  justice,  a  commission  was  or- 
dered to  be  prepared  appointing  Jeremiah  Langhorne 
chief  justice,  Thomas  Grxme,  Esq.  second  justice,  and 
Thomas  Griffitts,  Esq.  third  justice. 

Forthe  remainder  of  the  year  1739  and  in  1740,  1741, 
1742,  and  part  of  1743,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
were  as  follow,  viz: 

Jeremiah  Langhorne,  chief  justice. 
.  "  Thomas  Ghasme,  second  justice. 

Thomas  Griffitts,  third  justice. 

5th  April,  1943.  His  honour  told  the  council  that  as 
the  place  of  chief  justice  was  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Langhorne, f  and  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage  to 
the  province,  that  one  of  the  profession  of  the  law  pre- 
side in  the  supreme  court,  he  had  made  an  offer  of  it  to 
Mr.  Kinsey,  a  gentleman  well  known  to  them,  and  that 
as  the  place  of  third  judge  was  likewise  become  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Griffit-s,  he  had  offe;-- 
ed  it  to  Mr.  Till,  who  had  been  for  many  years  at  the 
head  of  the  su|)reme  court  of  the  lower  counties,  and 
both  these  gentlemen  having  accepted,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  commissionate  them,  if  they  had  no  objection. 
The  board  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  what  the  gov- 
ernor h:id  done,  and  approving  of  these  gentlemen  as 
every  way  qualified,  his  honour  signed  separate  com- 
missions to  Mr.  Kinsey,  Mr.  Gi'seme,  and  Mr.  Till. 

In  1743,  1744,  1745,  1746,  1747,  1748,  1749,  and 
1750,  the  supreme  court  consisted  of 

John  Kinset,  chief  justice, 
Thomas  Qrjeme,  second  justice. 
WitiiAM  Till,  third  justice. 

Chief  justice  Kinsey,  died  in  May  1750.  (See  1 
Proud's  Hist.  231,  in  notes.) 

William  Allen  was  appointed  chief  justice  by  com- 
mission dated  the  20th  of  September,  1750,  and  was 
sworn  in  the  next  day  ,i: 

Lawrence  Grovvdon  was  commissioned  second  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  on  the  20th  of  September  1750, 
and  sworn  in  on  the  24th  of  September,  1750. ||  Caleb 
Cowpland  was  commissioned  third  justice  of  the  su- 
preme court,  on  the  20th  of  September  1750,  &  sworn 
in  21st  of  September  1750 

Same  chief  justice  and  judges  in  1751,  1752,  1753, 
1754,  1755,  1756,  1757,  and  1758. 

Some  time  in  1758  Caleb  Cowpland  died  and  Wil- 
liam Coleman  was  appointed  in  his  placed 


*For  biographical  notices  of  chief  justice  Logan  arid 
Kinsey,  see  1  Proud's  History  of  Pennsylvania,  478,  (in 
note)  and  2d  vol.  231  (in  note. 

■j-Judge  Langhorne  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Lang- 
horne, who  canie  to  Pennsylvania,  from  Westmoreland 
in  England,  in  the  year  1684,  and  settled  in  Bucks  conn- 
ty,  near  Middletown.  He  was  an  eminent  preacher 
among  the  Quakers.  He  died  a  few  years  after  his  ar- 
rival. 1  Proud's  Hist,  of  Pennsylvania,  p.  289,  in  notes. 

tChief  justice  Allen,  was  the  son  of  William  Allen, 
who  is  represented  to  have  been  "an  eminent  merchant 
of  Philadelphia,  a  considerable  promoter  of  the  trade  of 
the  province,  and  a  man  of  good  character  and  estate." 
See  2  Proud,  p.  188,  in  notes.  He  died  in  the  summer 
of  1725.  ib. 

II     See  the  Book  of  Qualijicaiinns  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
f  See  votes  of  Assembly,  vol.  4,  p.  856. 
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In  1759,  the  supreme  court  consisted  of 

William  Allf.v,  chief  justice.  i 
Lawrexce  Growdon,  second  judg'e.  i 
William  Colemax,  third  judge. 

The  same  in  1760,  1761,  1762,  1763. 

During  p.irt  of  the  year  1764,  the  judges  were  Wil- 
liam Allen,  chief  justice;  Lawrence  Growdon,  second 
judge,  and  VVilham  Coleman,  third  judge;  for  tlie  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  they  were  William  Allen,  chief 
justice;  William  Coleman,  second  judge,  and  Alexan- 
der Stedman,  third  judge.* 

In  1765,  the  judges  were 

William  Allen,  chief  justice. 
William  Coleman,  second  judge. 
Alexander  Stebman,  third  judge. 

Same  in  1766,  and  umil  September  1767. 

14th  of  September  1767.  (In  council.)  The  gover- 
nor acquainted  the  board,  tliat  as  the  time  appointed  for 
liolding  the  supreme  court  of  this  province,  was  near  at 
hand,  it  now  became  necessary  for  him  to  appoint  four 
judges  of  that  court,  pursuant  to  the  late  act  of  assem- 
bly, entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  for 
establishing  courts  of  judicature  within  this  province, 
and  having  then  named  to  the  board  several  gentlemen 
whom  he  had  thought  of  to  execute  those  offices,  he 
desired  they  would  consider  of  the  most  proper  persons 
for  that  purpose. 

The  board  having  taken  this  matter  into  considera- 
tion, the  governor  by  their  advice  issued  four  distinct 
commissions  continuing  William  Allen,  chief  justice, 
and  William  Coleman,  second  justice  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  appointed  John  Lawrence  and  Thomas  Wil- 
ling, Esquires,f  the  other  justices  of  said  court. 

Judge  Coleman  left  this  country  for  England,  31st 
March,  in  1768:  he  afterwards  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia, but  never  resumed  his  seat  on  the  bench.  (See 
Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  that  date.) 

From  1768  to  1773,  the  judges  were 

William  Allen,  chief  justice. 
John  Lawrence,  second  justice. 
Thomas  AVilling,  third  justice. 

29th  of  April,  1774,  (In  council.)  The  office  of  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  province,  being  now 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  William  Allen,  Esq.  and  it 
being  necessary  that  some  other  proper  person  should 
be  appointed  to  succeed  him,  the  governor  was  pleased 
to  name  Benjamin  Chew, Esq.:}:  a  member  of  this  board, 
as  a  gentleman  whose  knowledge  in  the  laws,  and  well 
known  abilities  sufficiently  qualify  him  for  that  impor- 
tant station.  The  board  unanimously  approving  the 
said  nomination,  it  is  ordered  that  he  be  commissioned 
chief  justice  accordingly.  It  being  also  thought  proper 
by  the  board  that  a  fourth  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
should  be  appointed,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  assembly, 
passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  for  establishing 
courts  of  judicature  within  this  province,  and  the  gov- 
ernor having  named  John  Morton,  Esq.  of  Chester 
county,  as  a  gentleman  whom  he  had  thought  of  to  exe- 
cute that  office,  the  board  concurred  in  that  nojiiinatlon 
and  it  is  ordered  that  he  be  commissionated  as  fourth 
justice  of  the  supreme  cotu't. 

It  is  likewise  agreed  by  the  board  and  ordered  that 
new  commissions  be  issued  this  day,  to  John  Lawrence 
and  Thomas  Willing,  Esquires,  appolntingthem  second 
and  third  justices  of  the  said  court,  respectively,  and  al- 
so that  a  new  commission  be  issued  assigning  and  ap- 
pointing the  four  gentlemen  justices  of  the  court  of  oy- 
er and  terminer,  &.c. 

Benjamin  Chew,  continued  to  be  chief  justice;  John 
Lawrence,  second  judge;  Thomas  WilHng,  third  judge; 

•See  Votes  of  Assembly,  vol.  5.  p.  372. 

fHe  died  19th  January,  1821,  iEt.  89. 

:^For  a  biographical  memoir  and  a  profile  likeness  of 
Mr.  Chew,  see  the  Port  Folio  for  February,  1811.  See 
also  Port  Folio  for  February,  1810,  p.  176. 


and  John  Morton,  fourth  judge;  until  the  dissolution  of 
the  proprietary  goveinment  in  1776,  when  their  several 
offices  were  swept  away  by  the  revolutionary  tempest. 

On  the  institution  of  the  courts  of  justice  under  the 
constitution  established  by  the  preneral  convention,  elec- 
ted for  that  purpose  and  held  at  Philadelphia,  15th  July 

1776,  and  continued  by  adjournments  to  the  28th  of 
September  1776,  it  was  agreed  in  council  20th  .March 

1777,  that  Joseph  Keed,  Esq.  be  appointed  chief  jus- 
tice, but  he  declined  accepting  the  office;  and  the  fol- 
lowing apjjointments  afterv\  ards  took  place. 

Thomas  McKean  was  appointed  chiirf  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  on  tlie  28th  fr-f  July  1777. 

V\  iniam  Augustus  Atlee,  was  appointed  second  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  on  the  16th  of  August  1777.* 

John  Evans  was  appointed  third  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  on  the  16th  of  August  1777.* 

3d  April  1780.  The  (supreme  executive)  council,  ta- 
king into  consideration  the  state  of  the  supreme  court 
and  being  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  state  re- 
quired another  judge,  proceeded  to  a  choice,  when  the 
honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.  was  unanimously  ap- 
pointed to  that  office. 

Thomas  McKean  was  re-appointed  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  on  the  29th  of  July  1784. 

William  Augustus  Atlee  was  re-appointed  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  on  the  9th  of  August  1784. f 

Jacob  Rush  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  on  the  26th  day  of  February  1784,t  in  the  place  of 
John  Evans,  deceased. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  the  2d  of  September  1790. 

Thomas  McKean  was  re-appointed  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  on  the  31st  of  January  1791. 

Edward  Shippen  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  on  the  31st  of  January  1791,  in  place  of 
judge  Bryan,  lately  deceased. 

Jasper  Yates,  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1791. 

William  Bradford  uas  appointed  Judge  of  the  su- 
preme  court,  on  the  20th  of  August  ,  1791. 

Judge  Bradford,  §  was  appointed  attorney  g-eneral  of 
the  United  States,  28th  January,  1794. 

Thomas  Smith  was  appointed  Jud.^e  of  the  SKpreme 
court,  on  the  31st  January,  1794,  in  the  place  of  Judge 
Bradford. 

Edward  Shlppenll  was  appointed  chief  justice, (in  the 
room  of  Thomas  McKean,  elected  governor,)  on  the  8th 
of  December  1799. 

Hugh  H.  Brackenridge  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the 
supreme  court  in  the  place  of  .Mr.  Shippen,  18tli  De- 
cember, 1799.    He  died  26th  June  1816. 


*These  dates  are  taken  from  the  minutes  of  council. 
They  differ  from  those  given  in  1  Dallas' Rep.  32  &.84, 

f  Mr.  Atlee,  the  former  Judge  of  the  supreme  court, 
was  appointed  on  the  17th  of  August,  1791,  to  be  pres- 
ident of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  circuit,  con- 
sisting of  the  counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster,  York  and 
Dauphin. 

Mr.  Rush,  the  former  judge  of  the  supreme  court, 
was  appointed  on  the  17th  of  August,  1791,  to  be  pres- 
ident of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  circuit,  con- 
sisting of  the  counties  ofBerks,  Northampton,  Luzerne 
and  Northumberland. 

§  For  a  biographical  notice  of  judge  Bradford,  see 
Port  Folio  for  September,  1809,  page  177. 

II  For  a  biographical  memoir  of  chief  justice  Shippen, 
see  the  Port  Folio  for  January,  1810. 

In  this  biographical  memoir  there  is  an  error  in  stating 
the  parentage  of  chief  justice  Shippen,  which  ought  to 
be  corrected.  He  was  not  the  son  of  Edward  Shippen, 
who  came  to  America  in  1675.  That  gentleman  had  a 
son  named  Joseph,  whose  son  Edwaid  was  the  father  of 
the  chief  justice.  So  that  Edward  Shippen  who  emi- 
grated from  England  to  Boston,  in  1675,  and  was  after, 
wards  the  first  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  was  the  great 
grandfather  of  Edward  Shippen,  the  chief  justice,  and 
not  his  father,  as  represented  in  the  memoir, 
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Chief  Justice  S'lippen  resig-ned  his  office,  nbout  the 
close  of  1  he  year  1805,  and  William  'J'ilghmaii  was  ap- 
pointed chief  justice  in  his  place,  on  the  28lh  of  Febru- 
ary 1806. 

Judge  Smith  died  in  1809,*  and  conformablv  to  an 
act  of  assembly  of  the  eleventh  day  of  March,  1809, sect. 
8,(5.  Sm.  H.L.  17.)  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  his  death, 
was  left  unsupplied. 

Jolui  B.  Gibson  was  appointed  ST'th  June,  1816. 

Thomas  Duncan  was  appointed  14th  March,  1B17. 
Altornies  General  of  Pennsi/lvaiua. 

John  White  matle  attorney  general  25th  of  8th  month, 
(October)  1683,  "to  plead  the  cause  between  our  pro- 
prietor and  g'overnor,  and  Charles  Pickering',  and  Sam- 
uel Buckley!"  1  Proud,  241. 

made  attorney  g'eneral  17th  of  9th 
month,  (November)  1685,  "to  prosecute  John  Curtis, 
who  stands  accused  of  speaking-  dangerous  and  treason- 
able words  against  the  king."   Minute  book,  A.  p. 134. 

Samuel  Hensent,  empowered  16th  of  11th  montii, 
(January)  1685;    "to  prosecute  all  offenders  against 
the  penal  laws  of  this  province,  and  to  search  for  those 
that  are  on  record  convicted,  and  prosecute  them  if  they 
have  not  been  satisfied  the  law."  Minute  book  A  p.  138. 
David  Lloyed,  24th  of  the  2d  month,  (April)  1686. 
G.  Lowther,  23d  September,1706. 
Andrew  Hamilton,  in  the  year  1717.  Kesigned 
August  5th,  1724.    He  died  in  1741,  see  2.  Proud,219, 
in  no'e 

Joseph  Growdon,  Junr.  5th  March,  1725-6. 
■       John  Kinsey,  6th  July,  1738. 
yi"    Tench  Francis,  in  the  year  1741. 

Ben  jamin  Chew,  27th  January,  1755.     ;  ■ 

Andrew  Allen,  4th  Novcmbei',  1769. 

Joniitlian  Dickenson  Scigoant,  28th  July,  1777. 
(resigned  20lh  November  1780.) 

William  Bradford,  Junr.  23d  November,  1780.  (Ap- 
pointed Judge  of  Supreme  Coiu-t,  20th  August,  1791.) 

J.ired  Ingersoll,  22d  August,  1791. 

Joseph  B.  McKean,  10th  Mav,  1800. 

Walter  Franklin,  9th  January,  1809.  -'i 

H  cliard  Rush,  26th  January,  1811. 
•■■    Jared  Ingei'soll,  12th  December,  1811. 

Amos  Ellmaker,  1816. 
-     Thomas  Seigeant,  6th  July,  1819. 

Thomas  Elder,  20lli  December,  1820. 


*  For  an  obituary  notice  of  judge  Smith,  see  Port  Fo- 
lio for  July,  1809.  [Journal  of  Jurisprudence. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

~  ■  [From  the  Episcopal  Magnzine-] 
Continued  from  page  356. 
[By  an  inadvertence  of  the  printer  the  following 
which  should  have  preceded  that  portion  of  the  history 
contained  in  our  last  number,  was  omitted,  and  the  fact 
not  discovered  till  too  late  to  be  remedied  in  that  num- 
ber— this  should  follow  after  page  340.]      ,-  .  .  . 

In  our  last  communication  it  was  mentioned  that  Dr. 
Evans,the  first  Episcopalian  Clergyman  in  Philadelphia, 
in  consideration  of  the  increasing  infirmities  of  age,  by 
which  he  was  prevented  from  attending  to  his  arduous 
duties  in  this  city,  accepted  an  invitation  from  Maryland 
to  take  charge  of  a  living,  the  labours  of  which  he 
could  better  perform.  'I  his  took  place  in  the  year 
1718. 

June  1718. — As  soon  as  the  Church  was  vacant,  the 
vestry  took  measures  to  provide  a  temporary  supply. 
Letters  of  invitation  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Talbot, 
who  was  officiating  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Humphrey's  at  Chester,  the  Rev.  Mi-.  Ross  of 
New  Castle,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sandal  of  Wickacoa,  in- 
forming them  of  the  removal  of  Dr.  Evans,  and  solicit- 
ing any  assistance  which  they  might  be  able  to  render, 


consistently  with  their  other  duties.  With  a  view  to 
the  permanent  c-slab'i-hment  of  another  minister,  who 
n-ight  take  diaige  of  the  growing  concerns  of  thi^.  Houi- 
ishing  congi-egalion,  as  well  us  to  the  more  effectual 
and  easy  supply  of  other  churches  in  America,  the  fol- 
communication  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  archbish- 
ops of  England. 

Tb  ilte  most  Rev.  fatliers  in  God,  the  Archbishops^  and 
the  Rlgiit  Rev.  the  Bishops  of  the  Church  of  England. 

The  represent-ation  and  humble  petition  of  many  of 
the  faithful,  ill  the  communion  of  the  Chui-ch  of  Eng- 
land, in  Noi-th  Amerii  a,  most  humbly  show  eth: 

That  whereas  the  British  Colonies  and  settlements  in 
America  have  now,  for  many  j  ears,  been  blessed  with 
the  pui-e  and  primitive  doctrine  and  worsliip  of  our 
mother  the  Clnii  ch  of  England, of  which  you  are  happily 
at  this  day,  great  ornaments  and  prime  rulers,  and 
whereas  for  the  want  o(  Episcopacy  being  Sfttled  among 
us  and  tliat  there  never  has  beei\  any  Bishop  sent  to 
visit  us,  our  chinches  remaining  unconsecrated,  our 
childien  grown  up,  and  cannot  be  confirmed,  their  siu'- 
eties  under  solemn  engagements,  and  cannot  be  absolv- 
ed, and  our  clei  gy  sometimes  under  doubts  which  can- 
not be  resolved. 

But  wliereas  more  especially  for  the  want  of  that  sa- 
cred  power,  which  is  'nheient  to  your  Apostolic  order, 
the  vacancies  which  daily  happen  in  our  nnnistry,  can- 
not be  supplied  for  a  long  time  from  En£;land,  where- 
by many  congri  gallons  are  not  only  become  descjlate, 
and  the  light  of  the  go.spel  thtreiii  exiinguished,  but 
great  encouragement  given  to  sectaries  of  all  sorts 
which  abound,  and  increases  among  us. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  lordships  in  yom*  great 
piety,  and  ri  gard  fir  the  government  of  the  chuich  by 
Bishops,  to  think  of  some  means,  whereby  these  oiii' 
sorrowful  complaints,  and  grievous  misforlunes  may  be 
heard  and  redressed.  And  that  the  Ahnighty  God, 
ma)-  in  his  infinite  mercy  inspire  3'our  thoughts,  and  as- 
sist your  pious  endeavours,  to  accomplish  this  evidently 
necessary  and  religious  work,  is  the  most  earnest,  and 
daily  prayer  of,  may  it  please  your  lordships, 
,. :        Your  Lordshlp.s' 

Most  humble  Petitioners,  and 

,      Most  obedient  sons  and  servants, 

S(pttmlier — At  this  time  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hughs 
came  to  Philadelphia,  recommended  by  (  ol.  Spots- 
wood,  then  governor  of  Vii-glnia,  and  offered  his  sei-- 
vice  to  stipply  the  (.;hurch,  until  the  vestry  could  re- 
ceive accounts  from  the  Bishop  of  London.  This  gen- 
tleman was  received  by  the  vestry,  but  how  long  he 
remained  in  the  Church,  does  not  appear. 

1719,  Jipril — The  Episcopalians  in  Philadelphia, 
probably  concurring  with  their  brethern  in  other  plaC' s 
in  the  Colonies,  sent  eaily  this  year  another  memorial 
to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  England,  urg-ingthe 
propriety  and  soliciting  the  establisliment  of  an  Episco- 
pate in  this  cnimtry.  This  subject  had  been  at  differ- 
ent times  agitated  before,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Evans  in 
his  letter  aln  ady  published,  urges  a  variety  of  argu- 
ments, which  would  seem  to  prove  the  expediency  of 
the  measure.  It  is  not  easy  perhaps  to  discover  what 
causes  operated  to  prevent  the  rulers  of  the  Chinch  in 
England,  from  granting  the  frequent  prayer  of  her  chil- 
dren in  America.  No  doubt  the  reasons  were  such  as 
justified  the  course  pursued,  Yet  we  cannot  help  la- 
menting, that  this  favourable  opportunity  was  lost, 
when  it  would  In  all  probability,  have  secured  to  our 
excellent  institutions  a  more  general  adoption,  and  pre- 
vented those  unpleasant  disputes,  which  afterwards  a- 
rose  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 
June  The  Rev. George  Ross,whose  name  has  been  before 
mentioned,  as  the  cleigyman  who  was  settled  at  New- 
Castle  in  Delaware,  about  this  time  received  a  letter 
fi-om  the  Bishop  of  London,  offering  him  the  Church  in 
Philadelphia;  this  letter  Mr.  Ross  forwarded  to  the  ves- 
try, i.t  the  same  time  accompanying  it  with  one  of  his 
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own  in  which  he  declined  removing'  from  his  Parish: 
as  soo)i  as  this  \v;is  known  to  tlie  Bisiiop  of  London,  he 
licenied  a  gentleman  of  the  nume  of  Vicary,  appointing 
him  the  >  inister  of  Christ  Church,  who  arrived  in  Uie 
month  of  September.  This  gen  leman  was  received  by 
the  congrej^aiion  as  their  minister;  and  continued  to  of- 
ficiate uniil  Miiy  1723,  when  his  ill  health  prevented 
his  atten  iaiice  upon  c.uty. 

Jlugaat — It  was  in  this  niontli  the  burying  ground  be- 
longing to  Christ  cuurch  was  purcliased  \V  ithin  the 
cenuny  which  has  elapsed  since  tliis  spot  of  earth  was 
appropriated  as  a  receptacle  for  the  ashes  of  the  dead; 
how  many  of  the  cliildren  of  men  have  been  tliere  de- 
posited?   Many  who  are  now  alive,  and  look  forward  to 

the  period,  when  that  ground  will  cover  ihem,  can  here 
read  their  geiieal  ogical  history, &:  counttheir  forefathers 
for  several  generations,  by  the  inscriptions  upon  their 

tomb-stones.  There  lie  the  gay,the  sober.and  the  pious 
allunconscious  of  the  events  which  are  passing  around 

them, but  all  again  to  rise,  to  stand  before  the  judgment 

seat  of  Christ, to  answer  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

1723 —  From  a  communication  made  to  the  Bishop  of 
London,  in  December  of  this  year,  we  learn  that  Christ 
Chuich  was  first  built  about  twenty-eight  years  before, 
and  that  during  that  period  it  had  been  twice  enlarged 
by  additions  built  thereto.  The  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Vicary  took  place  about  this  period,  who  had  supplied 
the  Church  for  some  time,  and  was  spoken  of  as  a  zeal- 
ous and  pious  man.  As  was  usual  in  such  cases,  the 
vestry  immediately  made  known  the  state  of  the  con- 
gregation to  the  Bishop  of  London,  praying  relief. 

1724 —  A  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Richard 
Welion  by  the  vestry,  requesting  him  to  accept  the 
cliarge  of  the  congregation,  who  within  a  few  months  is 
spoken  of  as  present  in  f  hiiadelphia.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  mvitation  given  to  Mr.  W.,  was  only 
intended  for  a  short  time,  or  until  they  could  hear  from 
England,  as  the  next  year  this  gentleman  left  the  coun- 
try, and  returned  to  Great  Britain.  During  tlie  remain- 
der of  tlie  year  1724,  and  the  whole  of  1725,  until  Au- 
gust 1726,  the  Chiu-ch  was  supplied  by  tiiose  clergy- 
men residmg  in  the  neighboiu'hood,  the  Rev.  Mr.  VVey- 
man,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leadman,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hoi- 
brook. 

17 -^6 — In  August  of  this  year  the  Rev.  Archibald 
Cummlngs  arrived  frcftn  England,  bringing  with  him  a 
licence  from  the  Bishop  of  London,  to  officiate  in  Christ 
Church.  ,  This  gentleman  continued  to  officiate  until 
1740,  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  congregation,  and 
with  good  success.  During  this  time  several  interest- 
ing circumstances  took  place,  affecting  the  prosperity 
of  the  Church.  It  appears  that  the  number  of  Episco- 
palians had  so  much  increased,  that  the  house  would 
not  contain  the  people  who  were  disposed  to  attend. — 
The  Church  was  again  enlarged  by  adding  thirty-three 
feet  to  the  west  end,  and  the  foundation  of  the  steeple 
was  laid.  When  this  alteration  was  completed,  the  or- 
gan now  used  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  Church, 
it  was  imported  from  England,  and  cost  200/.* 

In  October  1732,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cummings  presented 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Thomas  Moore,  of  Great  Britian,  in 
which  it  was  mentioned,  that  the  sum  of  300/.  had  then 
lately  been  left  by  some  unknown  person  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  piu'poses  of  religion,  and  that  there  was 
a  probability  that  it  might  be  procm-ed  by  the  vestry.  In 
order  to  augment  the  living  of  tl.eir  lector.  Upon  this 
intimation  a  letter  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Moore,  request- 
ing his  friendly  aid  in  the  business. 

1736 — In  the  year  the  first  mention  is  made  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  Peters,  who  was  afterwards  Rector  of  the 
Church  for  several  years.  He  was  at  this  time  a  young 
gentleman  just  about  to  take  orders,  and  to  come  to 


this  cit_v.  The  vestry  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  London,  req.iesting  that  he  might  be  lie  nsed 
to  act  as  an  assistant  minister  to  Mr.  Cummings.-(- 

Mr.  Peters  arrived,  but  it  appears  that  he  declined 
accepting  the  situation  as  assistant  minister,  for  reasons 
which  were  deemed  sufficient  by  the  vestry,  but  which 
are  not  detailed. 

He  frequently  preached  with  great  acceptance,  and 
is  spoken  ot  by  the  vestry  with  approbation,  botli  as  a 
minister  and  as  a  man. 

1740 — In  this  year  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Cum- 
mings is  mentioned  for  the  last  time.  He  died,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Eneas  Ross,  who  .supplied  the 
vacancy. 


f  Mr.  Peters 
from  England. 


was  in  Priest's  orders,  when  he  came 

W.W. 
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>ii>v  .  LIBERAL  BEQUESTS.  ;  ^.\, 

The  late  Frederick  KohnCj  Esq.,  made  the  following 
munificent  bequests:  payable  on  the  the  decease  of  Mrs. 
Kohne : 

To  the  House  of  Refuge,  Philadelphia, 
Orphan  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsj'lvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb, 
Infant  School  Society, 
Philadelphia  Dispensary, 

Female  Episcopal  Association  of  Philadelphia, 
Female  Benevolent  Society  of  St.  James's 

Church  for  the  poor  of  said  Church, 
Bishop's  Fund,  Pennsylvania, 
Episcopal  Society  for  propagating  Christianity 

in  Pennsylvania, 
Theological  Seminar}'  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
Episcopal  Sunday  School  Union, 
Episcopal  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary 

Society, 

Ladies'  Benevolent  Society,  Charleston,  South 
Carolina, 

Shlras's  Dispensary,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Society  for  advancing  Christiuniiy  in  S.  C. 
Bishop's  Fund,  Soutli  Carolina, 
Protestant  Episcopal  Domestic  Missionary  So- 
ciety, South  Carolina,  10,000 
Mariners'  Church,  Charleston,  S.  C.  5,000 
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Certain  real  estate  in  Charleston  to  the  Orpan  Asylum 
of  that  city — value  not  known. 

Liberal  provision  is  made  for  some  relatives  in  Ger- 
many, &.C..  and  the  residue  of  his  estate  is  bequeathed 
to  his  executors,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  "for  such 
charitable  institutions  in  Pennsylvania  and  South  Caro- 
lina as  they,  or  he,  may  deem  most  beneficial  to  man- 
kind, and  so  that  part  of  the  colored  population  in  each 
of  the  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  South  Carolina 
shall  partake  of  the  benefit  thereof." 

The  executors  to  this  will,  are  Mrs.  Kohne,  John  Boh- 
len  and  Roberts  Vaux,  Esquires,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Robert  Maxwell,  Esq.,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

[It  may  perhaps  be  of  some  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions  which  have  been  so  mimlficently  remem- 
bered by  Mr.  Kohne,  to  remind  our  citizens,  that  it  may 
be  years,  before  the  benefits  of  these  bequests,  can  be 
realized;  and  that  therefore,  in  the  mean  time  those  so- 
cieties will  require  all  the  assistance  from  other  sources 
on  which  they  have  heretofore  been  accustomed  to  de- 
pend, and  which,  of  course,  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn.] 


*  There  was  no  organ  in  Christ  Church  until  1766; 
v/hen  the  present  organ  cost  nearly  £1000  currency 
was  erected,  W»W. 


Beading  May,  30. 
The  number  of  boats  that  crossed  the  summit  level 
of  the  Union  Canal,  during  the  week  ending  the  23d 
inst.  was  102,  being  an  average  of  a  fraction  less  15  per 
day. 
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Extract  of  a  leiier  from  Lebarmn,  Pennsylvania  dated 
June  7,  1829. 
"f  observe  by  the  Philadelphia  papers,  that  the 
quantity  of  lumber  carried  to  Baltimore  from  the  Sus- 
quehanna during-  the  present  season  is  ei.timated  at  8,- 
000,000  feet,  and  that  the  quantity  which  descended  the 
Del;iwa?'e  during'  the  same  period  is  supposed  to  equal 
50,000,000  feet.    Hosv  correct  these  estimates  may  be 
1  know  not,  but  as  connected  with  the  same  suhject,  I 
send  you  the  exiict  quantity  which  has  passed  upon  the 
UifioN  Ca>'ai,  during-  the  last  and  present  season. 
In  1828,  the  quantity  of  lumber  which  passed  the  U- 
nion  Canal  was       .       -       .       .    3,757,000  feet. 
Of  Shingles       -       -       -       .       .  788,000 
In  1829,  say  in  two  months— lumber,  1,931,000 

Of  Shingles,   1,545,000 

But  for  the  failure  of  the  State  Locks  at  Middlelown, 
by  which  the  canal  was  to  have  been  connected  with 
the  Susquehanna,  the  transport  of  lumber  would  have 
been  greatly  increased,  as  nearly  everj'  thing  must  now 
be  dragged  a  short  distance  from  the  Swatara  to  the 
Canal.  This  difficulty  will  however  be  obviated  in  fu- 
ture, as  the  Union  Canal  Company  is  erecting  a  new 
set  of  Locks  of  their  own  to  take  the  place  of  those  e- 
rected  by  the  Commonwealth." 


LUMBER  OF  THE  DELAWARE. 

It  is  computed  that  one  thousand  rafts  have  decended 
the  riv  er  Delaware  this  spring,  containing-  hoai-ds,  plank 
and  scantling.  These  raft  usually  contain  fi-om  thirty  to 
fifty  thousand  feet  each,  and  this  season,  as  the  waters 
have  been  unusually  high,  the  average  amount  has  been 
greater,  say  50,000  per  raft.  This  would  give  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  fifty  millions  of  feet  of  lumber,  which 
has  come  to  our  market  from  the  Delaware  alone,  and 
although  the  prices  have  been  low,  yet  the  whole  of 
this  has  been  disposed  of  within  four  weeks. 

The  lumber  wliich  is  brought  to  Philadelphia  by  the 
Delaware  is  chiefly  made  in  tlie  counties  Delaware  and 
Sullivan,  in  New  York,  and  Wayne  co.  Penn.  The 
prices  at  which  it  sold  were  from  $7  to  18  per  thousand; 
averaging  it  at  $14  per  thousand,  we  shall  have  a  pro- 
duct of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  has  been 
paid  within  the  l-.ist  month  for  the  lumber  which  has 
descended  the  Delaware.  Few  of  our  citizens  are  a- 
ware,  perhaps,  that  one  branch  of  our  river  trade  has 
swelled  to  so  large  an  amount. — Am-  Daily  Advertiser. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  McILVAINE. 

Haruisbubg, /tine  2,  1839. 
.  Joseph  McIlvane,  Esa- 

Dear  Sir: — A  number  of  ourfriendsfrom  different  sec- 
tions of  the  State,  now  in  l  larrisburg,  having  understood 
that  you  have  retired  from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  the  arduous  duties  of 
which  you  have  so  faithfully  discharged  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  system  of  improvement  in  Pcnns)  Iva- 
nia,  feeling  anxious  to  testify  to  you  the  respect  which 
they  entertain  for  you  as  a  man,  and  their  high  sense  of 
your  services  to  the  commonwealth,  have  appointed  us 
a  committee  to  offer  you  a  public  dinner  at  Wilson's 
Hotel,  on  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Permit  us  individually  to  add  our  best  wishes  for  your 
continued  health  and  prosperity. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  vours,  &.c. 

DAVID  PETRIKIN, 
■.  .  ..„  A.  L.  BEAUMONT, 

■  \'      "      ■ '         W.  DONALDSON, 
'-        -   SIMON  CAMERON, 
JOSEPH  JEFFRIES, 
V  Committee  of  Invitation. 

Harbisbueg,  June  2,  1829. 
Gentlemen: — Your  kind  note  of  ihis  morning  has  been 
received  with  feelings  which  I  cannot  venture  to  ex- 
press,but  which  you  may  imagine  when  you  reflect  that 
in  the  judgment  of  this  community,  upon  my  humble 


efforts  in  the  cause  of  Improvement,  my  all  of  reputa-' 
tion  as  a  public  m.an  is  involved.  'l"o  receive  such  a 
mark  of  private  regard,  and  of  esteem  for  my  conduct  as 
an  officer  of  the  commonwealth  from  a  source  so  res' 
peclable,  is  therefore  a  cause  of  inexpressible  g-ratifica- 
tion. 

I  regret  sincei-ely  that  the  necessity  of  returning-  to 
Philadelphia,  in  order  to  close  the  concerns  of  the  late 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  renders  it  impracticable 
to  avail  myself  of  your  friendly  invitation.  With  the 
warmest  wishes  for  your  health  and  happines,  and 
breathing  an  anxious  prayer  that  the  noble  work  of 
Pennsylvania  improvement,  may  advance  with  increas- 
ing- vigor  and  increased  popularity  through  every  step 
of  its  prog-ress, 

I  remain,  g-entlemen,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen. 

JOSEPH  McILVAINE. 

Messrs.  David  Petrikin,  A.L.  .Beaumont,  Simon  Cam- 
eron, W.  Donaldson,  Joseph  Jeffries,  Committee  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  now  at  Harrisburg-. 


CANAL  COMMISSIONERS. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  board,  the  following  ap- 
pointments have  been  made;.^ 

James  Clarke,  Acting  Commissioner  on  the  Juniata 
division. 

James  S  Stevenson,  Acting  Commissioner  on  the  Wes- 
tern division. 

'  John  Forry,  Acting  Commissioner  on  the  Eastern  di- 
vision. 

John  Mitchell,  Acting  Commissionor  on  the  N-orth 
Branch,  division. 

John  Byon,  Jr.  Superintendent  on  the  Susquehanna 
and  West  ]5rancli  division. 

'lliomas  G.  Kennedy,  Superintendant  on  the  Delaware 
division. 

Jdlin  Barber,  Superintendant  on  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  rail  road. 

Dewitt  Clinton,  Principal  Engineer  on  the  Juniata  di- 
vision. 

Edward  F.  Gay,  do.  on  the  Eastern  division. 
Charles  T.  Wiippo,  do.  on  the  North  Branch  divis- 
ion. 

John  Wilson,  do.  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
rail  road. 

Henry  G.  Sergeant,  do.  on  the  Delaware  division. 
Francis  W.  Howie,  do.  on  the  Susqueliannaand  West 
Branch  division. 


Canal  Revenue. — Mr.  J.  Leech,  Collector  at  Freeport, 
deposited  in  the  Bank,  on  Monday  last,  the  first  receipts 
of  Toll,  collected  on  the  AVestern  Division  Pennsylva- 
nia Canal!  1  he  amount  was  small  (only  f75)  but  it 
shows  that  the  navigation  of  our  Canal  has  commenced, 
a  ^J?4jgt  generally  known  abroad,  and  from  some  mo- 
tive qiiestioned  and  disputed  by  many  at  home. 

Fittsburg  Statesman. 

The  Canal. — Between  this  place  and  Mauch  Chunky 
is  drawing  near  to  its  completion.  We  took  a  walk 
along  the  line  a  few  days  since,  and  were  mu«h  pleased 
with  the  neatness  and  subslantial  appearance  of  the 
locks,  culveits,  &c.  According  to  the  advertisement 
of  the  Acting  Manager,  it  will  be  open  for  navigation  on 
or  about  the  first  day  of  July  next,  when  the  consum- 
ers of  stone  coal  will  have  an  opportunity  of  providing 
themselves,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  did 
before,  with  this  valuable  fuel.  Easton pap. 
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ADDRESS  ON  INFANT  SCHOOLS. 

Substance  of  an  address  delivered  at  the  anniversary  of 
the  Infant  Schools  for  the  Northern  Liberties  and 
Kensington,  May  4,  1829.    By  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Carl. 
The  age  in  which  we  live,  is  one  of  unexampled  ex- 
ertion in  the  cause  of  humanity.    No  former  period  of 
the  history  of  mankind,  has  witnessed  such  disinterest- 
ed and  effective  efforts,  for  the  melioration  of  our  spe- 
cies, by  disseminating'  the  principles  of  order  and  vir- 
tue, among  the  remote  and  uncivilized  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  especially  by  instructing'  the  rising  genera- 
tion, as  the  period  in  which  we  live. 

The  christian  world  seems  to  be  achieving  a  complete 
atid  decisive  conquest  over  those  narrow  and  selfish 
principles  and  feelings,  with  which  they  have  been  so 
long  en.slaved,  and  are  beginning  to  realize  and  to  act 
upon  this  great  scripture  truth,  that  real  and  genuine 
happiness  consists  in  doing  good  to  others.  It  is  this 
Spirit  of  love  and  good  will  to  man,  that  first  started  and 
has  since  kept  in  motion,  that  grand  and  stupendous 
machinery,  which  is  destined  to  change  the  moral  and 
physical  aspect  ofthe  world.  It  is  this  spirit  wliich  has 
sent  forth  the  bible  into  all  lands,  penetrating  like  a  ra- 
diant glory,  the  thick  darkness,  and  beaming  light  into 
the  dwellings  of  those  who,  "sit  in  the  region  and  sha- 
dow of  death."  It  is  this  spirit  that  has  rescued  mil- 
lions from  the  evils  of  idleness  and  profanation,  and 
poured  the  healing  balm  of  sacred  instruction  into  their 
tender  minds. 

But  of  all  the  efforts  which  have  for  their  object  the 
improvement  of  man,  and  the  advancement  of  his  moral 
and  intellectual  condition,  none  have  higher  claims  to 
attention  than  that  of  Infant  Schools.  They  are  posses- 
sed of  advantages  which  are  peculiar,  and  which  give 
them  a  decided  superiority  over  other  plans,  which  have 
the  same  object  in  view.  In  instructing  adults  and  chil- 
dren by  means  of  the  bible,  and  that  excellent  institu- 
tion the  Sunday  Schools,  we  are  obliged  to  operate  on 
minds  already  under  the  influence  of  hahii;  minds  in 
which  there  is  much  of  evil  and  of  error:  consequently 
before  a  proper  superstructure  can  be  raised,  much 
time  and  labour  are  consumed  in  clearing  away  the  rub- 
bish and  preparing  a  suitable  foundation;  and  even  after 
all  our  labor,  we  have  the  mortification  frequently  to 
see  those  early  evil  impressions,  which  had  only  been 
kept  quiescent,  burst  forth  in  acts  of  folly  and  wicked- 
ness, threatening  to  defeat  all  our  labour  and  all  our 
hopes. 

But  in  the  Infant  School  the  mind  receives  its  Jint 
impulses,  and  a  habit  of  truth  and  order  is  impressed 
from  the  beginning.  Hei'e  we  commence  with  the  ear- 
ly spring,  whilst  the  bud  of  intellect  is  form.ing,  and  be- 
fore the  flower  has  had  time  to  expand,  and  wither  un- 
der the  bliglit  of  pernicious  example.  Hence  it  will  be 
easy  to  give  such  direction  and  bias  to  the  pliant  twig, 
as  shall  best  secure  the  health,  vigour  and  fruitfulness 
of  the  future  Tree. 

Here  we  shall  labour  to  great  advantage,  and  with  a 
certainty  of  success:  for  there  will  be  no  inveterate  hab- 
its to  overcome,  but  we  shall  form  the  mind  into  what- 
ever shape  we  please. 

If  we  reflect  upon  the  early  formation  of  character, 
we  shall  be  sensibly  impressed  with  the  vast  importance 
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of  infantile  instruction,  and  the  influence  it  must  neces- 
sarily have  on  the  individual  and  on  society  at  large. 

If  we  inquire  respecting  the  cause  why  men  have 
been  so  loose  in  their  principles,  and  vicious  in  their 
conduct,  it  seems  to  be,  that  in  the  places  of  education 
of  all  ranks,  until  lately,  too  little  attention  has  been! 
paid  to  religious  instruction. 

"Too  many,"  says  Dr.  Fuller,  "are  more  careful  to 
bestow  wit  on  their  children,  rather  than  virtue, — the 
art  of  speaking  well,  rather  than  doing  well."  But  their 
morals  oug-ht  to  be  their  chief  concern;  to  be  prudent, 
honest,  good  and  virtuous,  an  infinitely  higher  accom- 
plishment than  being  learned,  rhetorical,  or  that  which 
the  world  usually  calls  great  scholars  and  fine  gentle- 
men. An  industrious  and  virtuous  education  for  chil- 
dren, is  to  them  a  better  inheritance  than  a  great  estate. 

The  formation  of  character  commences  at  a  very  early 
period,  and  the  human  mind  is  susceptible  of  the  seeds 
of  truth  or  error,  of  virtue  or  vice,  at  the  very  dawn  of 
existence!  It  becomes  then  a  matter  of  infinite  impor- 
tance, as  it  regards  individual  welfare  and  social  happi- 
ness, to  transplant  those  tender  shoots  from  the  hot-bed 
of  vice  and  corruption,  to  a  more  friendly  and  genial 
soil;  where  they  may  receive  that  culture,  that  tender 
and  compassionate  care,  wliich  will  insure  an  abundant 
crop  of  future  virtue  and  usefulness. 

O  how  enviable  the  condition  of  those,  who  directing 
their  exertions  to  the  purification  of  the  vei  y  origin  and 
source  of  human  society,  the  veiy  cause  of  motives  ami 
of  actions,  are  preventing  the  perpetration  of  crime,  and 
the  infliction  of  hoi-rid  and  too  frequently  inefficient 
punishment!    It  is  on  such  efforts  and  such  works  as 
these,  that  angels  look  down  with  complacency  and  de- 
light, and  which  must  receive  the  smiles  and  approba- 
tion of  God  himself!  #  *  *  « 
It  would  be  useless  to  multiply /ac/s  or  waste  your  time 
in  adducing  instances  of  juvenile  depravity,  in  order  to' 
substantiate  that,  which  is  so  well  known  to  every  man  of 
common  observation, viz :  that  the  formation  of  character 
is  coeval  with  the  dawn  of  existence, or  that  habits.either 
g-ood  or  bad,  "grow  with  our  growth  and  strengthen' 
with  our  strength." — Let  any  one  visit  those  parts  of 
a  city,  where  the  poor  chiefly  reside,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  observations  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  he 
will  want  no  arguments  to  convince  him  of  this  truth. — 
He  will  there  see  children  of  Various  ages;  the  infant 
wallowing  in  the  dirt,  or  just  beginning  to  walk,  mix- 
ing in  the  sports  of  those  who  are  older,  their  little  ears 
continually  assailed  with  language  in  all  its  deformity; 
the  language  of  vulgarity,  of  blasphemyand  of  lies:  their 
attention  continually  arrested  by  scenes  of  disorder,  of 
quarrelling,  fighting  and  pilfering:  In  short  he  will  sea 
a  school  in  which  the  first  rudiments  of  vice  are  taught 
and  eagerly  imbibed;  where  impressions  are  made 
which  are  never  afterwards  wholly  effaced  from  the 
mind;  where  the  seeds  of  misthief  and  disorder  are 
sown,  in  a  most  retentive  soil,  which  no  subsec^uent  care 
or  labour  will  ever  be  sufficient  entirely  to  eradicate. 

Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  children  passing 
through  such  a  course  of  instruction,  as  this,  should,  as 
they  advance  towards  maturity,  ripen  also  in  wicked- 
ness and  in  guilt?  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  in  a  so- 
ciety where  the  children  are  thus  neglected,  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  of  crime,  that  lying, .  roguery. 
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theft,  murder,  and  the  indulgence  of  every  evil  should 
be  so  common?  Is  it  matter  of  surpr'se  that  your  pris- 
ons should  be  increased  in  number  and  in  size,  that  new 
modes  of  punishment  should  be  invented?  Ah!  you 
may  increase  the  number  of  your  jails,  you  may  alter 
their  construction,  you  may  invent  new  punishments; 
but  it  will  all  be  in  vain;  the  core  of  society  is  diseased; 
you  are  applying  the  caustic  and  the  knife  to  a  consti- 
tution inherently  corrupted.  After  the  crime  has  been 
perpetrated  and  the  mischief  done,  you  then,  like  an  un- 
skilful physician,  begin  to  apply  the  remedy,  instead  of 
applying  your  prescription  to  the  root  of  the  disease, 
and  thus  preventing  the  crime,  and  of  course  the  neces- 
sity of  punishment. 

Now  the  grand  object  of  Infant  Schools,  is  to  prevent 
crime,  by  rescuing  the  rising  generation  from  the  infec- 
tious poison  of  wicked  example;  reducing  them  to  or- 
der, instructing  them  in  various  matters  uf  science  and 
knowledge  adapted  to  their  tender  years,  and  especial- 
ly instructing  them  in  the  moral  and  social  duties;  teach- 
ing them  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  love  God, 
and  love  each  other.  This  is  beginning  at  the  source, 
this  is  checking  the  evil  in  its  very  first  formation,  and 
this  is  the  only  way,  in  which  our  efforts  can  be  success- 
ful: our  exertions  have  hitherto  proved,  in  a  gi'eat  mea- 
sure, ineffectual,  because  they  have  not  been  applied 
to  the  root  of  the  disease,  the  wound  has  been  til:ghth/ 
healed;  and  hence  it  is  perpetually  manifesting  itself 
under  new  forms,  symptomatic  of  increased  malignity. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  wish  to  depreciate  the 
efforts,  which  in  our  day  have  been  made,  and  are  still 
making  in  the  cause  of  benevolence  and  humanity.  The 
numerous  institutions  of  the  present  day,  are  excellent 
in  their  kind,  and  do  honour  to  the  age  in  which  we 
live;  but  they  do  not  go  to  the  fountain  head,  they  do 
not  take  the  disease  in  its  incipient  state,  they  apply 
more  to  the  correction  and  punishment,  thun  to  t\)e  pre- 
vention of  Cl  ime.  They  begin  to  operate  upon  society 
after  the  habit  is  formed,  of  course  tlieir  exertions  must 
be  directed  rather  to  the  extirpation  of  noxious  weeds 
and  poisonous  plants,  than  to  the  first  formation  of  good 
habiisand  virtuous  inclinations.  Hence  much  p  tins  and 
toil  are  thrown  away,  and  we  have  the  mortification, 
frequently  to  see  our  well  iiitended  labours  end  in  dis- 
appointment. 

It  is  a  common  saying,  the  result  of  experience,  that, 
"an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure."  And 
this  is  no  less  riiorally  than  physically  true.  There  can 
hardly  be  a  doubt,  tliat  a  small  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense and  labor,  which  have  been  applied  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  crime  after  it  has  been  committed,  expended 
\n\is  prevention  by  means  of  infantile  instruction;  would 
have  yielded  to  society  an  increase  of  sixty,  nay  a  hun- 
dred fold  of  peace,  order  and  good  government. 

It  is  but  loo  apparent,  that  in  our  extensive  aiul  grow- 
ing country.crime  not  only  keep"  pace  witli  our  increa- 
sing population,  but  that  it  rapidly  accumulates,  and 
that  we  are  verging  towards  that  state  of  depravity  and 
corruption  so  manifest  in  many  parts  of  Europe. 

It  is  evident  that  our  existing  institutions,  and  modes 
of  punishment,  are  inadequate,  and  wholly  insufficient 
to  check  the  growing  evil.  The  question  then  that  pre- 
sents itself  to  our  notice  is;  what  is  the  best  mode  of 
preventing  this  alarming  increase  of  evil,  and  of  promo- 
ting the  present  and  future  happiness  of  our  fellow 
men?  This  of  Infant  schools  appears  to  me,  to  have  a 
decided  advantage  over  all  the  modes  hitherto  adopted. 

Man}'  excellent  plans  have  been  devised  by  the  char- 
itable and  the  humane,  the  object  of  which  has  been  to 
increase  the  quantum  of  human  happiness.  Instruction 
has  been  freely  dispensed,  nations  immersed  in  the 
gloom  of  ignorance  have  been  enlightened,  the  bible 
has  been  sent  into  all  lands,  and  efforts  made  to  sheathe 
forever  the  exterminating  sword;  the  sick  arc  visited 
and  relieved,  th.e  deaf  and  the  dumb  are  restored  to  the 
comforts  of  social  communication,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  supported  and  protected;  Angels  have  assumed 


the  forms  of  humanity,  and  in  the  persons  of  a  Howard 
and  a  Fry,  have  penetrated  the  prison  and  the  dungeon, 
and  poured  the  healing  balm  of  consolation  into  the  bo- 
som of  sorrow  and  distress!  But  who  has  been  found  to 
stretch  out  the  hand  and  snatch  the  infant  from  the  in- 
fection of  moral  depravity,  and  form  its  tender  mind  up- 
on the  model  of  religion,  of  order  and  virtue? 

Our  blessed  Lord  says,  "sufl'er  little  children  to  come 
unto  me:"  in  what  possible  way,  can  we  better  comply 
with  the  divine  exhortation,  than  by  watching  with  ten- 
der solicitude  over  the  first  impressions  made  uporj 
their  infant  minds,  shielding«-them  from  the  poisonous 
influence  of  corrupt  example,  and  by  placing  before 
tliem  those  objects  of  excellence  and  beauty,  every 
where  to  be  seen  in  the  woi'ks  and  in  the  word  of  God. 
Objects  which  are  so  well  calculated  to  deveiope  the 
immortal  powers  and  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  awaken 
the  kindly  affections  of  the  heart.  Alas!  how  has  this 
command  of  the  Redeemer,  been  hitherto  neglected! — 
What  myriads  of  the  human  family  have  been  suffered 
to  pass  heedlessly  along  the  broad  way  that  leads  to 
guilt,  to  misery  and  deatli!  permitted  to  go  astray,  and 
wanderyrom  the  Lord,  instead  of  being  suffered  to  come 
to  Him! 

Strict  obedience  to  this  precept  would  banish  crime 
from  human  society;  prisons  and  dungeons  would  no 
longer  pollute  the  abodes  of  men,  and  the  gallows  and 
gibbet  would  be  unknown. 

Every  christian  community  is  bound  to  obey  this  in- 
junction: and  "suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me;" 
ought  to  be  engraven  on  every  temple  and  sanctuaiy  in 
the  land.  But  instead  of  this,  what  is  the  fact;  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poorer  classes  are  for  the  most  part  treated 
like  out  laws,  permitted  to  run  at  large,  and  as  soon  as 
they  are  old  enough  to  perpetrate  mischief  and  crime» 
by  a  sort  of  retributive  justice,  they  begin  to  prey  up- 
on that  commvmity  which  has  thus  suffered  them'  to 
grow  up,  under  the  withering,  debasing  influence  of 
ignorance  and  neglect. 

Every  child  should  be  considered  as  forming  a  con- 
stituent part  of  the  community  to  which  he  belongs,  and' 
sliould  as  early  as  possible  be  preserved  from  all  con- 
taminating influence;  and  means  should  be  provided 
for  the  proper  development  of  his  mental  and  physical 
powers.  Instead  of  being  suflered  to  run  wild,  instead 
of  being  abandoned  to  his  fale  and  utterly  neglected, 
not  a  little  lamb  should  by  any  means,  be  suffered  to 
sti  ay  away  from  the  field. 

This  would  be  acting  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
and  tenor  of  the  divine  exhortation;  this  would  indeecS 
be  suffering  little  children  to  come  unto  Him,  this  would 
be  worthy  of  the  high  original,  the  exalted  destiny  of 
man,  and  would  prepare  him  for  the  end  of  his  exis- 
tence, a  life  of  usefulness  here,andof  endless  happiness 
hereafter. 

But  leaving  morality  and  religion  out  of  the  question^ 
as  a  matter  o'i' political  economy  and  actual  saving  to  the 
state,  these  establishments  have  no  trifling  claims  on  the 
attention  of  economists  and  legislators. 

It  Is  not  our  intention  to  enter  upon  any  elaborate  ar- 
guments to  prove  that  most  of  tfie  evil  and  disorder 
which  infest  society  may  be  faiily  traced  to  the  neglect 
of  this  critical  and  interesting  period  of  human  life.— 
Reason  and  experience  shew  us,  that  it  is  in  the  spring 
time  of  life,  the  seed  of  knowledge  and  virtue  are  to  be 
sown.  ^  And  a  higher  authority  informs  us;  "that  what- 
soever a  man  sows,  that  shall  he  reap. If  the  ground 
is  not  preoccupied  with  s.  good  seed,  the  enemy  will  come 
by  night  and  sow  tares,  for  the  mind  cannot  remain  va- 
cant. 

The  fruit  of  this  pernicious  seed  is  perpetually  man- 
ifesting itself  in  disturbing  the  peace  and  order  of  soci- 
et)',and  the  community  are  burlhened  with  an  enormous 
expense,  to  keep  in  check  its  all  pervading  influence. 

It  is  a  fact  capable  of  demonstration,  that  the  amount 
which  has  been  expended  in  the  erection  of  one  prison 
alone  in  this  city,  would  support  a  suffi.cient  number  of 
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,  schools  to  educate  ten  thousand  children  upon  the  plan 
which  we  propose! 

But  the  maxim  has  heretofore  been,  nnU'mns  ^or pun- 
ishment, not  a  dollar  ^or prevention.' 

Fellow  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  awake!  turn  your  at- 
tention to  this  subject;  to  you  who  have  been  accused  of 
indifference  towards  the  education  of  your  sons,  a  g'lo- 
rious  opportunity  presents  itself  of  retrieving-  your  char- 
acter, and  of  taking  that  station  among'  your  sister  states 
to  which  you  are  so  well  entitled.  No  longer  spend 
your  time  and  your  money  in  fruitless  attempts  at  refor- 
mation, by  lopping  off  the  branches  whilst  the  root  re- 
mains untouched;  eveiy  returning  year  will  then  call  for 
renewed  and  increased  exertions,  and  the  poisonous 
upas  will  continue  to  grow  and  expand.until  its  branches 
overspread  the  land;  but  strike  at  once  at  the  root,  and 
it  will  soon  fall  before  you,  never  to  .spring  forth  again. 

  U.S.Gaz. 

jREVOLTITIONARY  ANECI50TE. 


Colonel  Allen  McLane. — This  venerable  and  disting- 
'  uished  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  after  having  reached 
the  patriarchal  age  of  83,  closed  his  earthly  pilgrimage 
at  Wilmington,  Delaware  on  Friday  the  22d  ult. 

Colonel  McLane  was  distinguished  for  during  person- 
al courage,  and  for  his  unremitted  activity  as  VLpartizan 
officer.  He  was  long  attached  to  Lee's  famous  Legion 
of  horse,  which,  throughout  the  war,  was  the  terror  of 
the  British.  An  instance  of  his  personal  prowess,  re- 
Fated  to  us  by  himself,  we  may  be  permitted  to  give. 

While  the  British  occupied  Philadelphia,  Col.  Mc- 
Lane was  constantly  scouring  the   adjacent  country, 
J  particularly  the  upper  end  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  and 
Montgomery  counties — seizing  every  opportunity  to  cut 
off  the  scouting  parties  of  tlie  enerny,  to  intercept  their 
supplies  of  provision,  and  to  take  advantages  of  ever}' 
opening  which  offered  for  striking  a  sudden  blow.  In 
•this  capacit}',  Ire  rendered  many  important  services  to 
the  army,  and  caused  great  alarnri  to  the  British;  and 
though  they  frequently  attempted  to  surprise  and  take 
him,  yet  such  was  his  constant  watchfulness,that  none  of 
their  attempts  succeeded.    Having  concerted  with  Cap- 
tain Craig,  (now  living,  we  believe,  near  Belvidere,  N. 
J.)  the  plan  ofan  attack  upon  a  small  detachment  of  the 
enemy,  they  agreed  to  rendezvous  at  a  house  near  Shoe- 
makertown,  eight  miles  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  Wil- 
low Grove  Turnpike.    Colonel  McLane  having  order- 
ed his  little  band  of  troopers  to  follow  at  some  distance, 
commanded  two  of  them  to  precede  the  main  body,but 
also  to  keep  in  his  rear;  and  if  they  discovered  an  ene- 
emy  to  ride  up  to  his  side  and  inform  him  of  it,  without 
speaking  aloud.  While  leisurely  approaching  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  in  this  order,  in  the  early  grey  of  the 
morning,  the  two  men  directly  in  his  rear,  forgetting 
their  orders,  suddenly  called  out, "Colonel,  the  British ! " 
faced  about,  and  putting  spurs  to  their  horses,  were  soon 
out  of  sight.    The  Colonel,  looking  around,  discovered 
that  he  was  in  the  centre  of  a  powerful  ambuscade,  in- 
to which  the  enemy  had  silently  allowed  him  to  pass, 
without  his  observing  them.    They  lined  both  sides  of 
the  road,  and  had  been  stationed  there  to  pick  up  any 
straggling  party  of  the  Americans  that  might  chance  to 
pass.    Immediately  on  finding  they  were  discovered,  a 
file  of  soldiers  rose  from  the  side  of  the  high-way,  and 
fired  at  the  Colonel,  but  without  effect — and  as  he  put 
spurs  to  his  horse,  and  mounted  the  road-side  into  the 
woods,  the  other  part  of  the  detachment  also  fired. — 
The  Colonel  miraculously  escaped;  but  a  shot  striking 
his  horse  upon  the  flank,  he  dashed  through  the  woods, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  reached  a  parallel  road  upon  the 
opposite  side  of  the  forest.     Being  familiar  with  the 
country  he  feared  to  turn  to  the  left,  as  that  course  led 
to  the  city,  and  he  might  be  intercepted  by  another  am- 
buscade.   Turning,  therefore,  to  the  right,  his  frighted 
horse  carried  him  swiftly  beyond  the  reach  of  those  who 
had  fired  upon  him.  All  at  once,  however,  on  emerging 
from  a  piece  of  woods,  he  observed  several  British 


troopers  stationed  near  the  road-side,  and  diiectly  in 
sight  a-head,  a  farm  house,  around  which  he  observed  a 
whole  troop  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  drawn  up.  He  dash- 
ed by  tlie  troopers  near  him  without  being  molested, 
they  believing  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  main  body  to 
surrender  himself.    The  farm-house  was  situated  at  the 
intersection  of  two  roads,  presenting  but  few  avenues  by 
which  he  could  escape.    Nothing  daunted  by  the  form- 
idable array  before  him,  he  galloped  up  to  the  cross 
roads;  on  reaching  which,  he  spurred  his  active  horse, 
turned  suddenly  to  the  right,  and  was  soon  fairly  out  of 
reach  of  their  pistols,  though  as  he  turned,  he  heard 
them  call  loudly  to  surrender  or  die!    A  dozen  wtre  in- 
stantly in  pursuit;  but,  in  short  time,  they  all  gave 
up  the  chase  except  two,    Colonel  McLane's  hoise, 
scared  by  the  first  wound  he  had  ever  received,  and 
being  a  chosen  animal,  kept  a-head  for  several  miles, 
while  his  two  pursuers  followed  with  imwearied  eager- 
ness.    7  he  pursuit  at  length  waxed  so  hot,  that,  as  the 
Colonel's  horse  stepped  out  of  a  small  brook  which 
crossed  the  road,  his  pursuers  entered  it  at  the  opposite 
margin.    In  ascending  a  little  hill,  the  horses  of  the 
three  were  greatly  exhausted,  so  much  so  that  neither 
could  be  uiged  faster  than  a  walk.    Occasionally,  as 
one  of  the  troopers  pursued  on  a  little  in  advance  of  his 
companion,  the  Colonel  slackened  his  pace,  anxious  to 
be  attacked  by  one  of  the  two — but  no  sooner  was  his 
willingness  discovered  than  the  other  fell  back  to  his 
station.  'I'hey  at  length  approached  so  near,  that  a  con- 
versation took  place  between  them:  the  troopers  calling 
out,  "Surrender,  you  damn'd  rebel,  or  we'll  cut  you  in 
pieces!"      Suddenly,  one  of  them  rode  up  on  the 
right  side  of  the  Colonel,  and  without  drawing  his 
sword,  laid  hold  of  the  Colonel's  collar.    The  latter,  to 
use  his  own  words,  "had  pistols  which  he  knew  he  could 
depend  upon."  Drawing  one  from  the  holster,  he  placed 
it  to  the  heart  of  his  antagonist,  fired,  and  tumbled  him 
dead  on  the  ground.    Instantly,  the  other  came  up  on 
his  left,with  his  sword  drawn.and  also  siezed  the  Colonel 
by  the  collar  of  his  coat.    A  fierce  and  deadly  struggle 
here  ensued — in  the  course  of  which  Colonel  McLane 
was  desparately  wounded  in  the  back  of  his  left  liand, 
the  sword  of  his  antagonist  cutting  asunder  the  veins 
and  tendons  of  that  member.    Seizing  a  favourable  op- 
portunity, he  drew  his  other  pistol,  and  with  a  steadiness 
of  purpose  which  appeared  even  in  his  recital  of  the 
incident,  placed  it  directly  between  the  eyes  of  his  ad- 
versary, pulled  the  trigger,  and  scattered  his  brains  on 
every  side  of  the  road!    Fearing  that  others  were  in 
pursuit,    he  abandoned  his  horse  in    the  liighway; 
and  apprehensive,  from  his  extreme  weakness,  that 
he  might  die  from  loss  of  blood,  he  crawled  into  an 
adjacent  mill-pond,    entirely  naked,  and  at  length 
succeeded  in  stopping  the  profuse  flow  of  blood  ac- 
casioned  by  his  wound.    We  have  seen  a  painting  of 
this  desperate  encounter,  very  acurately  representing 
the  contest.  It  used  to  be  common  in  our  auction-rooms, 
but  of  late  years  has  become  scarce.    It  should  be  re- 
vived, painted  on  a  large  scale,  and  be  hung  up  in  the 
house  of  every  man  who  venerates  the  memory  of  the 
departed  patriots  of  his  country.  Sat.  Bulklin. 
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MAJOR  GENEKAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

[From  the  Casket.] 

f  Continued  from  page  citOi. 
Some  time  previously  to  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign  of  1778,  Sir  William  Howe,  at  his  own  request, 
was  recalled,  in  consequence  of  which  the  command  in 
chief  devolved  on  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  immediately 
began  to  prepare  for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia. 
•  Washington  was  early  apprized  of  Clinton's  intention 
of  movement,  and  on  the  17th  ,Iune  called  a  council  of 
war,  when  the  opinion  of  all  his  general  officers  was  re- 
quired on  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  all  of  whom 
concurred  in  sentiment  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  ts 
disturb  the  British  army  while  crossing  the  Delaware,  or 
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to  enter  the  works  about  Philadelphia  until  they  should 
\)e  entirely  evacuated.  On  the  subject  of  a  general  or 
even  a  partial  action,  \yhilst  the  enemy  should  be  on 
{heir  march,  a  diversity  of  opinion  existed. 

Out  of  the  number  of  seventeen  general  officers, 
Wayne  and  Cadwalader  were  the  only  two  who  were 
decicjedly  in  favour  of  attacking  the  enemy;  Fayette  in- 
clined to  this  opinion,  without  absolutely  adopting  it; 
Greene  was  disposed  fur  something  more  than  the  coun- 
cil were  willing  to  concur  in.  On  the  18th  Philadelphia 
was  evacuated  by  the  Britisli,  who  on  the  same  day 
commenced  their  difficult  march  through  Jersey,  their 
destination,  as  was  presumed,  being  New  York.  On 
the  same  day.  General  Washington  broke  up  his  camp 
at  Valley  Forge,  for  the  purpose  of  following  them, 
■with  views  which  were  to  be  regulated  by  contingen- 
cies. On  the  24th  the  main  body  of  the  American  army 
was  encamped  about  five  miles  from  Princeton,  in  New 
Jersey,  and  that  of  the  British  at  Allentown . 

Being  thus  relatively  situated  as  to  his  enemy,  Wash- 
ington again  convened  his  council  of  general  officers, 
and  stated  to  them  the  following  fiicts:  "The  enemy's 
force  is  between  nine  and  ten  thous;ind  rank  and  file. 
The  Arnerican  army  on  the  ground  is  10,684  effective 
rank  and  file,  beside  the  advanced  brigade  under  Gen- 
ral  Maxwell  of  about  1200,  and  about  1200  militia."— 
After  this  statement  he  proposed  the  question  "will  it 
be  advisable  to  hazard  a  general  action;"'  all  the  gene- 
rals composing  the  council,  excepting  Wayne,  Cadwal- 
ader  being  absent,  gave  a  negative  answer,  like  that  of 
the  day  preceding  the  movement  of  the  army  from  Val- 
ley Forge.  It  was  however  agreed  to  strengthen  the 
detachments  which  were  then  hovering  on  the  flanks 
and  rear  of  the  British  army,  with  an  additional  number 
of  1.500  men,  in  pursuance  of  which  General  Scott  join- 
ed the  advanced  troops  with  that  body  of  men. 

Marshall,  in  his  life  of  Wastiington,  says,  ''Though 
every  general  officer,  except  Wayne,  had  signed  the 
opinion,  given  on  the  24th,  respecting  the  strength  of 
•  this  last  detachment,  yet  the  council  had,  on  that  point, 
been  nearly  equally  divided.  Those  who  were  decided- 
ly aguinst  hazarding  a  serious  action,  either  general  or 
partial,  conceived  the  number  agreed  on,  competent  to 
every  purpose  which  ought  to  be  contemplated;  while 
others,  who  prnately  wished  to  bring  on  something 
jnpre  than  light  skirmishing,  but  had  not  sufficient  con- 
fidence in  themselves  to  hazard  the  responsibihty  of 
openly  advising  the  measure,  were  desirous  of  augmen- 
ting it  to  2,000  or  2,500  men  "  The  fact  was,  as  the 
same  writer  has  said— "The  American  officers  seem  to 
have  been  influenced  by  the  councils  of  the  Europe- 
ans." 

General  Washington,  who  although  cautious,  yet  pos- 
sessing a  very  enterprising  disposition,  did,  from  the 
commenceiitient,  indulge  -the  most  anxious  desire  to 
close  with  his  antagonist,  and  findirg  himself  supported 
by  some  officers  whom  he  highly  valued,  he  ''resolved 
to  take  his  measures  on  his  own  responsibility  and  with- 
out calling  another  council."  He,  therefore,  despatclied 
General  Wayne,  with  1000  selected  men,  to  join  Uie 
advanced  corps,  which  now  amounting  to  upwards  of 
4000,  became  a  major  general's  command,  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  was  ordered  to  that  duty.  These  facts 
clearly  evidenced  Washington's  intention  that  his  antag- 
onist should  not  escape  without  a  general  action;  inas- 
much as  Wayne  had  openly  advocated  that  measure,and 
Lafayette  was  favDr<able  to  a  partial  one,  therefore,  if  an 
opening  occurred  it  was  certain  that -those  officers 
would  attack  with  their  \yhole  force,  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  support  with  the  main  army.  They  were 
also  accompanied  by  Colonel  Hamilton,  aid  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  "who  felt  the  strongest  desire  to  sig- 
nalize the  detachment,  and  to  accomplish  all  the  wishes 
of  his  general." 

General  Lee  in  the  first  instance,  although  entitled  to 
this  coijim.and,  declined  it,  as  he  was  against  both  a  par- 
tial or  genersil  action;  but,  on  discovering  that  his  hav- 


ing declined  it,  was  lessening  him  in  the  estimation  of 
both  officers  and  soldiers,  he  novf  solicited  it.  Washing- 
ington  gi  anted  his  request,  provided  the  marquis  had 
not  commenced  any  enterprise.  Lee  advanced  with  two 
additional  brigades,  and  no  enterprise  having  been  com- 
menced by  the  marquis,  althougli  on  the  very  eve  of  if , 
the  senior  General  assumed  the  command  of  ihc  advan- 
ced corps,  now  amounting  to  several  thousand  men. — 
Lee  encamped  at  English  town,  and  the  main  arm)' mo- 
ved forwa:rd  about  three  miles  in  his  rear.  Sir  Henry 
had  taken  a  strong  position  near  Monmouth  CoTirt- 
house,  about  seven  miles  in  advance  of  Lee,  whilst  Mor- 
gan's corps  hung  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  Gen.  Dick- 
inson  on  their  left. 

1  his  being  the  relative  situation  of  the  armies,  Wash- 
ington determined  to  attack  the  British  rear  the  moment 
they  moved  from  their  ground.    About  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th  June,  intelligence  was  received 
that  the  front  of  the  enemy  was  in  motion.    The  troops 
were  immediately  put  under  arms,  and  orders  dispatch- 
ed to  General  Lee,  directing  him  to  move  on  and  at- 
tack the  rear,  "unless  there  should  be  powerful  reasons 
to  the  contrary."    He  at  the  same  time  was  informed 
that  the  main  body  would  be  on  its  march  to  support 
him.    In  pursuance  of  these  orders  Lee  made  his  dis- 
positions for  attack,  from  which  Sir  Henry  discovering 
that  his  flanks  and  rear  were  both  threatened,  and  be- 
coming alarmed  for  his  baggage,  sent  it  forward,  and 
covered  the  rear  \v\t\\  "the  strength  and  flower  of  his  ar- 
my." General  Lee,  in  the  first  instance,  supposing  that 
their  rear  was  protected  by  no  more  than  1800  or  2000 
men,  gave  orders  to  General  Wayne  to  advance  on 
them  with  700  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  while 
he,  by  a  short  route  on  the  left,  would  gain  their  front, 
and  by  , these  means  cut  off  the  covering  party  from  the 
main  body.    Sir  Henry,  discovering  Wayne  advancing, 
immediately  wheeled  about  a  body  of  horse  and  infant- 
ry, and  commenced  an  attack,  which  was  gallantly  and 
speedily  repulsed,  and  intended  to  be  followed  up  by 
the  artillery  and  a  charge  of  bayonet,  but  while  the  dis- 
position  was  making  for  this  purpose,  a  general  retreat 
of  the  whole  advance  corps  was  ordered,  which  Lee  af- 
terwards  states  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  failing  back 
on  more  eligible  ground,  the  covering  party  being  in 
numbers  far  beyond  his  first  estimate.    General  Wayne 
having  been  unsupported  in  his  movement  against  the 
enemy,  experienced  verj'  great  difficulty  in  reaching 
the  retreating  troops.    Washington,  who  had  not  recei- 
ved any  intelligence  from  Gen.  Lee  on  the  subject  of  the 
unlooked  for  retreat,  coming  up  about  noon,  beheld- 
with  equal  mortification  and  surprise,  the  whole  advan- 
ced corps  retiring  before  the  enemy,  without  having 
made  but  one,  and  that  unsupported,  effort  to  maintain 
their  ground." 

The  commander-in-chief  riding  towards  the  rear  met 
Lee,  and  proposed  certain  questions  which  implied  cen- 
•sure — Lee  felt  it,  and  replied  with  warmth  and  unbe- 
coming language.  Washington  passed  on  to  the  rear  of 
the  retreating  troops,  whom  he  found  closely  pressed  by 
the  enenriy — when  he  instantly  took  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground,  and  there  posted  a  body  of  troops  in 
order  to  give  the  enemy  the  first  check. 

General  Lee  being  at  this  time  told  by  one  of  his  aids 
that  Washington  had  taken  the  command,  he  replied, 
"then  I  have  nothing  further  to  do,"  turned  his  horse 
and  rode  after  his  excellency  in  front;  on  Lee's  coming 
up,  the  general  gave  him  orders  to  take  proper  mea- 
sures with  the  residu?  of  his  division  to  stop  the  British 
column  on  that  ground;  when  Lee  replied,  "your  orders 
shall  be  obeyed,  and  I  will  not  be  the  first  to  leave  the 
field,"  Washington  after  this  immediately  rode  forward 
to  the  main  army  which  was  formed  with  the  utmost  ex- 
pedition. The  general  action  shortly  after  commenced. 
The  day  was  remarkably  sultry,  the  army  much  fatigu- 
ed by  its  previous  march,  and  at  first  thrown  into  some 
confusion  by  the  unexpected  retreat  of  the  advanced 
corps,  nevertheless  the  palm  of  victory  was  contended 
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for  by  Washington's  army  until  night  separated  the  cnni" 
batants,  with  a  spirit  that  will  never  be  forgotten  by  A- 
mericans  and  the  friends  of  freedom. 

This  engagement  produced  an  additional  sprig  of  lau- 
rel for  the  wreath  of  Wayne.  The  commander  in  chief, 
in  his  official  report  to  Congress  of  the  action,  observes 
— "Were  I  to  close  my  account  of  this  day's  transactions 
without  expressing  my  obligations  to  the  officei  s  of  the 
army  in  general,  I  should  do  injustice  to  their  merit  and 
violence  to  my  own  feelings.  They  seemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  manifesting  their  zeal  and  bravery.  The 
catalogue  of  those  who  distinguished  themselves  is  too 
long  to  admit  of  particularizing  individuals.  1  cannot, 
however,  forbear  mentioning  Brigadier  General  Wayae, 
whose  good  conduct  and  bravery,  throughout  the  whole 
action,  deserves  particular  commendation." 

The  following  extract  of  a  family  letter,  of  General 
Wayne,  gives  a  concise  account  of  the  battle  of  Mon- 
tnouth,  so  far  as  he  was  personally  engaged  in  it: 

Spotiswood,  1st  July,  1778. 
"On  Sunday,  the  28th  of  June,  our  flying  army  came 
In  view  of  the  enemy  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  and  attack  them  with  a 
few  men;  the  remainder  of  the  corps  under  Gen.  Lee 
was  to  have  supported  me,  we  accordingly  advanced 
and  received  a  charge  from  the  British  horse  and  infant- 
ry, which  was  soon  repulsed.  Our  general,  however, 
thought  proper  to  order  a  retreat,  in  place  of  advancing, 
without  firing  a  single  shot,  the  enemy  following  in 
force,  which  rendered  it  very  difficult  for  the  small  force 
I  had,  to  gain  the  main  body,  being  hard  pushed,  and 
frequently  nearly  surrounded.  After  falling  back  al- 
most a  mile  we  met  his  excellency,  who,  surprised  at 
our  retreat,  knowing  that  officers  as  well  as  men  were 
in  high  spirits,  and  wished  for  nothing  more  than  to  be 
faced  about  and  meet  the  British  fire,  he  accordingly 
ordered  me  to  keep  post  where  he  met  us,  having  a  bo- 
dy of  troops  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  then  under  my 
command,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in  play  until  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  forming  .the  main  army  and  restoring 
order. 

We  had  just  taken  post  when  the  enemy  began  their 
attack  with  horse,  foot  and  artillery,  the  fire  of  their  uni- 
ted force  obliged  us,  after  a  severe  conflict  to  give  way; 
after  which  a  most  severe  cannonude,  accompanied  by 
small  arms,  was  opened  by  our  left  wing  on  the  enemy, 
which  gave  them  an  effectual  check.  During  the  in- 
terval, which  this  occasioned,  every  possible  exertion 
was  made  use  of  by  his  Excellency  and  the  other  gene- 
rals to  spirit  up  the  troops,  and  prepare  them  for  anoth- 
er trial. 

The  enemy  began  to  advance  again  in  a  heavy  column 
with  the  view  of  turning  our  left  flank,  but  in  this  they 
failed.  They  then  made  a  similar  effort  on  our  right, 
and  whilst  our  artillery  was  handsomely  playing  on 
them,  I  advanced  with  a  strong  body  of  troops — we  met 
the  enemy — the  contest  was  exceedingly  warm  and  well 
maintained  on  each  side  for  a  considerable  time,  at 
length  victory  declared  for  us;  British  courage  failed, 
And  was  forced  to  give  way  to  American  valor. 

After  retreating  a  considerable  distance,  the  enemy 
■took  a  strong  position.  General  Washington,  although 
many  of  our  men  were  falling  with  thirst,  heat  and  fa- 
iigue,  resolved  to  renew  the  action,  and  made  his  dispo- 
sitions for  that  purpose,  but  night  prevented  their  final 
execution. 

We  encamped  on  the  field  of  battle  with  a  view  of  re- 
.commencing  the  action  in  the  morning,  but  Sir  Henry 
deemed  it  prudent  to  evade  this,  by  retreating  in  the 
dead  of  night;  after  haying  interred  many  of  his  killed, 
yet  leaving  us  to  bury  some  of  his  distinguished  officers, 
and  245  of  his  soldiers,  besides  taking  charge  of  a  great 
number  of  his  wounded.  Our  loss  in  this  affair  consists 
of  a  few  gallant  officers  killed  and  wounded,  and  many 
brave  soldiers  in  a  similar  state. 

Every  general  and  other  officer,  (onfe  excepted,)  did 
fivery  thing  that  could  be  expected  on  this  great 


occasion,  but  Pennsylvania  showed  the  road  to  victo- 
ry." Signed, 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
The  p.ilm  of  victory  was  certainly  Washington's  on 
thisday;  although  his  triumph  was  not  coiriplete.  Had 
his  generals  concurred  with  him  as  tathe  advisability  of 
a  general  action,  and  not  by  an  almost  tmanimouslv  ad- 
verse opinion  '■trammelled  his  conduct  and  circumscri- 
bed his  views;"  had  not  the  advanced  corps,  by  pre- 
cipitately falling  back,  surprising  and  coiifiising  the 
troops  which  were  rushing  to  its  aid,  and  in  conse- 
quence requiring  different  and  instantaneous  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  in  the  front  of  a  gallaivt  foe  who  had 
every  thing  at  stake — the  28th  of  .lune,  as  the  4th  of  Ju- 
ly, would  have  been  altogether  "Worthy  of  adoration, 
and  ever  adored." 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  his  official  statement,  reported 
his  dead  and  missing  at  four  officers  and  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  privates,  his  wounded  at  sixteen  officers 
and  fifty-four  privates.  "The  stubborn  fact"  of  burying 
the  dead  contradicts  the  correctness  of  Sir  Henry's 
statement.  He  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  independent- 
ly of  those  whom  his  own  troops  interred,  4  officers  and 
245  privates,  whose  bodies  were  buried  on  the  field  by 
persons  appointed  for  that  express  business,  and  whose 
report  was  handed  to  the  commander  in  chief.  Some 
others  were  afterwards  discovered  and  interred,  increa- 
sing the  amount  to  upwards  of  300.  This  was  not  the 
only  deception  of  the  kind  used  by  the  British  comman- 
ders during  the  revolutionary  war,  they  made  use  of  ev- 
ry  art  to  prevent  a  knowledge  of  their  numbers  in  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  Gen. Wayne, 
to  a  friend,  on  this  subject. 

Paramus,  \2thJuly,  1778. 
"We  have  been  in  perpetual  motion  ever  since  we 
crossed  the  Delaware,  until  yesterday,  when  we  arrived 
here,  where  we  shall  be  stationaiy  for  a  few  days,  in  or- 
der to  recruit  a  little  after  the  fatigue  which  we  have 
experienced  in  marching  through  deserts,  burning  ' 
sands,  8i.c.  Sic. 

The  enemy,  sore  from  the  action  of  the  28th  vdt.  seem 
inclined  to  rest  also.  They  are  now  in  three  divisions: 
one  on  Long  Island,  another  on  Staten  Island,  and  a 
third  in  New  York. 

The  victory  on  that  day  turns  out  to  be  much  more 
considerable  than  at  first  supposed.  Col.  Butler,  who 
remained  on  the  ground  two  or  three  days  after  the  ac- 
tion, says  that  nearly  three  hundred  British  had  been  bu- 
ried by  MS  on  the  field,  and  numbers  discovered  every 
day  in  the  woods,  exclusive  of  those  buried  by  the  ene- 
my, not  much  short  of  one  hundred.  So  that  by  the 
most  moderate  calculation,  their  killed  and  wounded 
must  amount  to  eleven  hundred,  the  flower  of  their  ar- 
my, and  many  of  them  of  the  richest  blood  of  England. 

Tell  those  Philadelphia  ladies,  who  attended  Howe's 
assemblies  and  levees,  that  the  heavenly,  sweet,  pretty 
red  coats — the  accomplished  gentlemen  of  the  guards 
and  grenadiers  have  been  humbled  on  the  plains  of 
Monmouth.  The  knights  of  the  Blended  i?oscs  and  of  the 
Burning  Mount,  have  resigned  their  laurels  to  Rebel  of- 
ficers, who  will  lay  them  at  the  feet  of  those  virtuous 
daughters  of  America,  who  cheerfully  gave  up  ease  and 
affluence  in  a  city,  for  liberty  and  peace  of  mind  in  a 
cottage."  Adieu,  and  believe  me 

Yours  most  sincerely, 
Signed,  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

Sir  Henry  having  in  the  night  escaped  from  his  ad- 
versary, as  has  been  mentioned,  took  a  strong  position 
on  the  high  grounds  at  Middletown;  where, after  remain- 
ing a  few  days,  he  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook,  whence 
he  passed  his  army  over  to  New-York.  Washington  af- 
ter paying  the  last  honours  to  the  gallant  dead,  soothing 
the  minds  and  administering  to  the  relief  of  the  wound- 
ed, proceeded  by  easy  marches  to  the  highlands  of  the 
Hudson. 

Major  General  Lee  was  arrested  upon  sundry  char- 
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ges,  founded  on  his  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
tried,  reported  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  suspended 
from  his  command  for  twelve  months.  "'I'lie  effect  of 
which  was,  says  an  eleg-ant  writer  of  militai-y  events  of 
that  day,  "that  the  veteran  soldier,  who  had  relinquish- 
ed his  native  countiy  to  supjjort  a  cause  dear  to  liis 
heart,  became  lust  to  that  of  his  adoption,  and  soon  af- 
ter lost  to  liimself;  as  the  few  years  he  survived  seem  to 
have  passed  in  devotion  to  the  sway  of  those  human  tor- 
mentors, envy  and  hate." 

General  Lee,  during  tlie  course  of  his  trial,  liaving 
made  some  severe  strictures  on  General  Wayne's  testi- 
mony before  the  court  martial,  the  latter  officer  sent 
him  a  'message'  immediate!)'  after  the  close  of  the  cam- 
paign. It  appears  that  this  was  the  only  instance,  in 
the  public  or  private  life  of  General  Wayne,  in  which 
he  ever  felt  himself  bound  to  avenge  what  he  may  have 
deemed  an  insult,  in  a  similar  manner;  nor  is  it  known 
that  he  was  ever  'called  out,'  by  a  like  procedui  e.  He 
was  careful  not  to  give  offence,  and  therefore  he  was 
the  more  likely  not  to  receive  any. 

The  sequel  will  prove  that  really  brave  and  honorable 
military  men  can  soon  forgive,  if  not  forget  their  differ- 
ences, or  that  they  can  peaceably  adjust  them  without 
the  ceremonious  intervention  of  others,  who  too  fre- 
quently cause  bloodshed — in  the  detestable  practice  of 
duelling. 

It  will  also  show  that  General  Lee,  although  of  a  very 
warm  temperament  of  mind,  could  rcg'ulate  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  aflbrd  conclusive  evidence  not  only  of  a 
great  mind,  but  of  a  most  noble  and  magnanimous  heart. 

Elizalcthiow'i,  7th  Jan.  1779. 

Sir — The  very  severe  strictures  which  you  were  plea- 
sed to  make  on  my  evidence  in  the  course  of  your  trial 
on  account  of  the  action  of  Monmouth,  and  the  ungen- 
erous, though  free  manner,  in  which  you  affect  to  treat 
my  opinion  and  military  character  in  that,  and  a  late 
publication  in  Mr.  Dunlap's  paper,  give  a  sensation 
which  I  can  more  readily  feel  than  express. 

Ifit  was  your  intention  hy  these  strictures  to  injure 
my  military  character  in  tlie  eyes  of  the  world,  I  know 
that  you  will  have  the  candour  to  acknowledge  it,  as 
well  as  courage  to  accept  my  demand  of  honourable  re- 
dress. Interim,  I  am  your  most  obedient, 
Humble  servant, 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

Major  General  Lee. 

EUzahethtown,  8th  Jan.  1779. 

Sir— That  I  should  not  have  a  right  to  show,  when 
my  life,  fame  and  fortunes  are  at  stake,  the  unsoundness 
of  any  opinion  delivered  by  an  evidence  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,is  left  for  the  present  humor  of  tlie  times. 
You  thought  that  we  ought  to  have  staid  in  a  certain  po- 
sition; I  think  your  opinion  on  this  point  erroneous,  and 
I  have  said  so.  If  this  is  treating  your  military  character 
with  contempt,  I  am  guilty,  but  in  no  other  respect. 

I  can  honestly  assure  you  that  I  have  acted  with  the 
greatest  candour  towards  you  on  every  occasion,  when 
you  have  been  mentioned  as  the  author  of  my  wicked_ 
prosecution,  for  so  I  must  think  it,  I  have  totally  excul- 
pated you  from  the  charge,  and  have  done  justice  to 
your  coiu'age  and  integrity.  With  respect  to  my  pub- 
lication in  Dunlap's  paper,  I  give  you  my  word  and  ho- 
nour, than  any  further  than  condemning  the  position 
which  you  seemed  to  approve  of,  I  never  had  j'ou  or  any 
one  of  the  evidences  in  my  thought— perhaps  you  have 
conceived  some  expressions  made  use  of  in  this  paper 
as  alluding  to  you,  when  they  alluded  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court,which  you  will  see  in  some  strictures  I 
shall  soon  publish.  I  will  now  seriously  conjure  you 
to  consider  whether  the  step  you  are  now  taking  will 
not  hurt  you  more  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  than  any 
thing  I  have  said.  However,  if  you  persevere  in  your 
intention,  as  soon  as  I  have  taken  a  final  leave  of  Con- 
gress, published  my  case  to  the  world  at  large,  and  am 
sufficiently  recovered  from  my  late  accident  to  act  with 


vigour,  I  will  not  decline  your  invitation;  although,  at 
the  same  time,  1  cannot  help  expressing  my  concern 
that  a  man  of  your  courage,  and  (I  believe,  firmly,  in- 
tegrity,) should  appear  in  the  list  of  persecutors  of  a 
man  already  too  much  persecuted  for  the  honour  of  this 
country,  which  1  will  venture  to  say  has  been  twice  sa- 
ved from  destruction  by  the  very  man  wlio  now  is  the 
object  of  general  slander,  abuse,  and  very  injurious 
treatment.  In  the  mean  time,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  LEE. 

General  Watne. 

EUzabdhtown,  SihJan.  1779. 
Sir — That  you  have  a  right  to  diiFer  in  opinion  with 
me,  or  any  other  gentleman,  on  a  point  where  'j'our 
life,  fame  and  fortunes  are  at^stake,'  I  readily  grant,  and 
that  you  have  also  a  right  to  condemn  any  position 
which,  in  your  opinion  was  improper;  but  I  must  still 
be  permitted  to  think,  that  you  had  no  right  to 
take  suchyi-fc  liberty,  in  other  instances,  with  the  mili- 
tary character  of  one  who  never  injured  you  further 
than  as  an  evidence  with  regard  to  the  transactions  of 
that  day.  You  do  me  g-reat  injustice  when  you  place 
me  in  the  list  of  your  persecutors.  I  should  be  the  last 
man  in  this  country  that  would  be  guilty  of  such  a  piece 
of  cruelty,  unless  it  be  deemed  persecution  to  ask  re- 
dress for  my  injured  character. 

1  very  sincerely  lament  the  illiberality  of  some  per- 
sons, wlio  may  be  truly  called  persecutors,  and  who 
have  attacked  your  character  in  the  public  prints  in  an 
unwarrantable  and  unmanly  manner,  to  give  it  no  harsh- 
er terms;  and  I  assure  you  my  feelings  have  been  much 
hurt  by  the  perusal  of  those  attacks. 

AVhen  you  have  taken  your  'final  leave  of  Congress, 
published  your  case  to  the  world,  and  sufficiently  recov- 
ered from  your  late  accident  to  act  with  vigour,'  I  shall 
expect  to  hear  from  you. 

Interim,  1  wish  3'ou  every  comfort, 
And  am  your  most  obdt.  humble  servant, 

■      ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

Major  General  Lee. 

Bcrhcley  County,  Aug.  11th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir — You  will  do  me  the  justice  to  acknowledge, 
that  at  the  time  I  was  taught  to  think,  I  am  sure  without 
foundation,  that  you  were  one  of  the  most  active  in  my 
prosecution,  I  gave  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  you  were  a 
brave  officer  and  an  ho'^est  man.  Vou  must  likewise  re- 
collect, that  when  you  sent  me  a  certain  message,  at  E- 
lizabethtown,  I  told  you  that  if  I  was  appointed  to  a 
command,  and  had  my  choice  of  brigadiers,  you  should 
be  one  of  my  first  election.   1  hope,  therefore,  that  what 
I  am  now  going  to  say  you  will  not  consider  as  paying 
my  court  in  this  your  hour  of  glory,  for  as  it  is,  at  least, 
my  present  intention  to  leave  this  continent,  where  I 
have  been  scurvily  and  ungratefully  treated,  1  can  have 
no  interest  in  paying  my  court  to  any  individual.  What 
I  shall  say,  therefore,  is  dictated  by  the  genuine  feeling 
of  my  heart.    I  do  most  sincerely  declare,  that  your  ac- 
tion in  the  assault  of  Stony  Point,  is  not  only  the  most 
brilliant,  in  my  opinion,  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
war  on  either  side,  but  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
I  am  acquainted  with  in  history,  the  assault  of  Schweid- 
nitz,  by  Marshal  Laudun,  I  think  inferior  to  it.    I  wish 
)'ou  therefore,  most  sincerely,  joy  of  the  laurels  you 
have  deservedly  acquii  ed,  and  that  you  may  long  live  to 
wear  them;  and  if  you  have  leisure,  as  I  am  curious  in 
these  details,  to  inform  me  of  the  particular  order  of 
your  disposition,  you  will  much  oblige  one  who  is,  with- 
out flattery,  with  respect,  and  no  small  admiration, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  LEE. 

Brigadier  General  Watne. 

Light  Infantry  Camp,  Heights  of') 
Haversiraw,  20th  Oct.  1779.  5 
Dear  Sir — I  received  your  very  polite  favour  of  the 
11th  of  August,  some  time  since,  but  my  papers  and 


1829.] 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCIL. 


391 


bagg-ag'e  being  at  a  distance,  I  could  not  comply  with 
your  request  so  soon  as  I  wislied. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  disposition  of  attack,  and 
sketch  of  Stony  Point. 

The  encomiums  you  are  pleased  to  pass  on  that  affair 
afford  me  peculiar  gratification,  because  they  come 
from  a  gentleman  of  the  first  experience,  and  one  whose 
military  talents  stand  very  high  both  in  Europe  and  A- 
merica.  Give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  if  I  have 
fought  with  some  success,  your  approbation  of  my  con- 
duct adds  not  a  little  to  the  pleasure  I  experienced  on 
that  occasion. 

I  am  with  much  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
Major  General  Lee.  v      .  ^ 

C  To  be  contiiiued.J  * 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCIL. 
Thursbat  EvENius,  June  11th 

Petitions  were  presented  for  repaying  Chesnut  street 
between  Second  and  Third  streets,  for  paving  Rasp- 
berry Lane,  for  paving  Norman's  Alley,  and  for  an  al- 
teration in  the  openings  into  the  common  sewers  in 
Walnut  street  below  Tenth.  They  were  referred  to 
the  Paving  Committee. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils. 

The  paving  committee  deem  it  a  duty  they  owe  to 
themselves,  briefly  to  state  to  Councils,  that  on  enter- 
ing on  the  duties  of  their  appointr^ent,  they  have  unan- 
imously resolved  to  devote  more  than  the  ordinary  por- 
tion of  their  time  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  good. 

They  have  endeavoured  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  to  direct  the  City  Commissioners  in  such  man- 
ner and  mode,  by  which  tlie  public  work  might  be  exe- 
cuted, as  in  their  opinion  seems  best  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  their  constituents. 

That  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  devolved  on 
them,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  them  by 
Councils,  it  is  with  reluctance  they  have  experienced  a 
series  of  disajjpointments,  such  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  demands  the  attention  and  immediate  inter- 
ference of  councils. 

They  therefore  respectfully  and  earnestly  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolution  for  the  consideration 
of  councils. 

Resolved,  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  that 
the  committee  of  accounts,  (in  conjunction  with  the 
paving  committee,)  be  requested  to  institute  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  conduct,  and  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
City  Commissioners;  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  mo- 
neys drawn  in  their  favor,  and  to  what  appropriations 
such  moneys  are  charged,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
in  their  opinion,  there  is  sufficient  work  done  for  the 
amount  so  drawn — whether  proper  vouchers  have  been 
produced  to  authorise  such  drafts,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  authorised  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
such  :.lterations  in  the  ordinances  prescribing  the  du- 
ties of  the  city  commissionei-s,  as  in  their  opinion  may 
appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Page  objected  to  the  subject  being  referred  to  a 
committee  which,  from  the  phraseology  of  the  resolu- 
tion, appeared  to  have  already  formed  an  opinion  of  the 
conduct  of  the  commissioners.  The  City  Commission- 
ers are  our  servants:  bound  to  obey  our  directions,  but 
they  ought  to  be  judged  impartially.  He  thought  the 
subject  ought  to  be  i-eferred  to  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson  replied  that  the  paving  committee  and 
the  committee  on  accounts  were  better  calculated  than 
any  special  committee  Could  be  to  make  the  investiga- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bladen  thonght  it  very  incorrect  for  the  paving 
_  committee  to  be  judges  and  acusers  also. 

Mr.  O'Neil  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words,  "and  to  ascertain  whether  in  their 


opinion,  there  is  sufficient  work  done  for  the  amount  of 
money  so  drawn." 

Perhaps  the  paving  committee  were  not  the  best 
judges  if  the  quantity  of  work  done  was  proportioned 
to  the  amount  of  money  expended.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  would  be  attained,  if  these  words  were  omit- 
ted, as  well  as  it  cffbld  be  if  they  were  retained. 

Mr.  Baker  inquired  what  else  was  the  object  of  the 
inquiiy,  than  to  see  if  more  money  had  not  been  expen- 
ded than  ought  to  have  been  for  the  work  done. 

Mr.  O'Neil,  thought  that  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  the  publication  of  the  report,  in  the  papers, 
might  lead  the  public  to  prejudge  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Johnston  said  it  would  be  recollected,  that  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Councils  after  the  election,  when 
it  was  not  known  who  were  to  be  the  Commissioners 
for  the  present  year,  he  brought  forward  a  resolution 
directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  if  any  alterations  were 
necessary  in  the  ordinances  prescribing  the  duties  of 
these  officers.  Owing  to  the  clashing  that  there  had 
been,  between  the  Commissioners  and  the  committee  of 
Penn  Square,  he  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  press  the 
business  then;  but  he  was  now  very  anxious  for  such 
arrangements  to  be  made  that  there  should  be  no  more 
collisions  between  the  Commissioners  and  the  commit- 
tees of  councils. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Page  did  not  vote  for  the  amendment:  because 
his  intention  was  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Was  there  one  individual  in  the  room  who  had 
not  received  the  impression  that  the  Paving  Committee 
had  discovered  sometiiing  in  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
missioners they  thought  wrong;  and  yet  this  very  com- 
mittee is  to  sit  in  judgement  on  the  Commissioners. 
They  have  formed  an  opinion,  and  then  ask  fcr  author- 
ity to  institute  an  inquiry.  Is  this  a  just  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding?' 

Mr.  Linnard  the  President  of  the  Common  Council, 
though  he  did  not  exactly  approve  of  the  wording  of 
the  resolution,  voted  for  it,  because  he  thought  it  tiie 
readiest  way  of  bringing  to  a  conclusion  a  dispute  be- 
tween the  Commissioners  and  the  committe  whether 
the  cheapest  way  of  doing  the  public  work  was  by  con- 
tract or  by  days'  labour. 

Mr.  Bladen  said  it  had  not  been  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  debate  that  this  was  the  matter  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  Commissioners  and  the  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

A  petition  was  received  fi  om  the  Southwark  Hose 
Company  praying  for  certain  alterations  in  the  door  of 
their  Hose  House.  On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Neil,  a  reso- 
lution was  adopted  directing  the  work  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  following: 

The  Paving  Committee  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  Coun- 
cils, the  propriety  of  paving  Broad  street  within  the 
limits  of  Penn  Sijuare,  for  the  following  reasons — : 

The  Committee  on  the  improvement  of  that  square 
are  desirous  that  the  circular  pavement  on  the  south 
side,  should  be  taken  up,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  go 
on  with  their  intended  improvements,  the  paving  and 
curbstone  forming  that  circle  would  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  finish  Broad  Street  within  the  limits  of  the 
square,  the  hauling  of  which  (together  with  the  gravel 
underneath)  vt^ould  be  trifling  in  comparison  to  that  of 
procuring  those  materials  in  the  usual  way,  and  the 
earth  removed  from  Broad  street  would  be  sufficient  to 
fill  up  the  grass-plots. 

The  Committee  have  instructed  Samuel  Haines,  City 
Surveyor,  to  draw  a  plan,  and  drive  stakes  for  the  line 
of  footways,  leaving  the  stone  pavement  fifty  feet  wide 
and  footways  thirty  one  feet  six  inches  each,  with  two 
rows  of  trees  on  each  footway,  forming  a  handsome 
promenade,  similar  to  that  fronting  the  State  House  and 
other  public  buildings  on  Chesnut  street. 

Tbe  Committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  present  an  or- 
dinance on  that  subjectj  for  the  consideration  of  Coun- 
cils. 
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The  ordinance  was  passed. 

The  following-  was  adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Read: 
Resolved  by  tlie  Select  and  Common  Councils,  That 
a  (Committee  of  two  from  each'Council  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  oi-dinance 
for  the  removal  of  Collectors  of  the  City  Taxes  in  cases 
of  delinquency,  and  for  any  other  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  collecting  taxes  which  maybe  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  experience. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Worrell  the  following  was  adopted: 
Resolved  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  That 
•the  City  Commissioners  (under  the  superintendance  of 
the  Paving  Committee  )  be  directed  to  cause  Broad 
street,  within  the  limits  of  Penn  Square,  to  be  paved 
so  soon  as  the  Paving  Committee  deem  it  practicable. 

Mr.  Read  presented  the  following: 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
Mayor,  of  the  30th  April  last,  relative  to  the  Lega- 
cies of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr-  .John  Scott,  Reports 
That  according  to  the  will  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin, 
£1000  sterling  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
corporation  ot  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  let  only 
on  certain  terms  and  for  certain  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. His  principal  objects,  were  to  accommodate 
young  married  Artificers  under  the  age  of  25  years, 
with  Jjoans  of  small  sums  of  money  not.  less  than  £15 
nor  exceeding  £60 — upon  proper  security  the  interest 
to  be  paid  yearly  together  with  one  tenth  part  of  the 
principal — and  these  sums  as  repaid  to  be  again  rein- 
vested in  the  manner,  for  the  space  of  one  hundred 
years— at  the  end  of  this  period  he  calculated,  that  the 
funds  would  amount  to  £131,000  sterling — and  then  he 
directs  £100,000  of  it  to  be  laid  out  by  the  corporation 
in  public  works  beneficial  to  the  City,  and  especially 
recommends  the  supplying  the  city  with  water  from 
tl;e  VVissahickon  creek  by  bringing  it  in  pipes,  "which 
he  apprehends  can  be  done  without  great  difJiculty.the 
level  of  that  creek  being  much  above  that  of  the  city, 
and  may  be  made  hii^her  by  a  Dam;"  and  he  "also  re- 
commends making  theSchuylkill  comjjletely  navip^able. 
The  remaining  £31 ,000  he  would  have  continued  to  be 
let  out  on  interest  in  the  manner  before  directed  for 
another  lOO  years — at  the  end  of  which  time  he  calcu- 
lates the  fund  would  amount  to  £4,081,000  sterling,  of 
■which  sums  he  leaves  £1,061,000  to  the  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  remaining  £3,- 
000,000to  the  disposition  of  the  government  of  Peimsyl- 
vania. 

The  then  corporation  of  Philadelphia,  accepted  the 
trust  and  it  was  managed  by  a  committee  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  until  the  year  1797. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils 
of  the  4th  December,  1797— the  Legacy  was  placed  un- 
der the  Care  of  the  Treasurer  who  was  directed  to  loan 
out  such  sums  as  he  may  receive  on  account  of  the  said 
Legacy  on  such  security  as  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Mayor  or  Recorder,  and  he  was  da-ected  to  keep  a  fair 
account  of  his  proceedings— under  this  resolution  it 
has  been  managed  until  the  present  time.    The  form 
of  the  Bonds  has  not  varied  from  1791 — and  the  war- 
rant of  Attorney  contained  in  them  to  enter  judgment, 
is  only  to  enter  up  judgments  in  cases  of  a  default  in 
any  one  instalment  vi^ith  power  to  issue  execution  for 
that  instalment,  and  each  subsequent  instalment  as  it 
may  fall  due  and  remain  unpaid. 
The  nominal  amount  of  the  funds  on  the  1st 
January,  1828,  was  according  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  corporation  published  by  the 
Treasurer,  $20,739  63 

Of  this  anit.  there  was  in  outstanding  bonds    20,600  90 
Of  which  amount  of  principal  at  interest  at 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  (agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  will)  was,  16,870  00 

From  which  deduct  the  original  amount  of 

the  Legacy,  £1000  sterling,  or  4,444  44 

Shewing  a  nominal  increase  of  principal  of   ^12,425  56 


Some  variation  has  taken  place  since  the  1st  Jan; 
1828,  but  it  is  not  of  sufficient  moment  to  notice  in  this 
repoi  t,  as  it  will  have  no  effect  on  the  remarks  of  your 
committee,  on  the  measures  they  shall  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  Councils. 

Of  this  large  nominal  amount  of  $20,600  90,  your 
committee  regrets  to  say,  a  very  great  proportion  never 
will  be  re-paid,  either  principal  or  interest,  and  of 
Course  will  be  a  dead  loss  to  the  fund,  and  interfere 
materially  with  the  present  utility  of  the  Legacy,  and 
the  prospective  benefits  founded  upon  its  gradual  and 
certain  increase. 

The  causes  which  have  led,  to  this  apprehended,  nny 
certain  loss — are  such,  as  were  perhaps  not  contem- 
plated by  the  benevolent  Testater,  and  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  Trustees  of  his  charity  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent their  recurrence. 

A  great  number  of  Bonds  have  been  paid,  not  by 
their  original  borrowers  but  b>  their  sureties,  and  this 
leads  your  committee  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  that 
in  such  cases  the  Legacy  has  not  fulfilled  the  intentions 
of  the  Testator. 

In  some  cases  it  is  believed  that  the  money  borrowed 
has  been  shared  between  the  borrower  and  the  sureties. 
In  one  case  the  individual  applying,  his  sureties  having 
been  approved,  was  discovered  to  be  unmarried,  and 
his  application  was  of  course  refused — he  called  a 
day  or  two  afterwards,  and  produced  a  regular  cer- 
tificate of  his  mai-riage  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
meantime,  and  obtained  the  amount,  having  brought 
himself  within  the  words  of  the  will.  In  other  cases, 
the  borrowers  have  been  tenants  of  the  Penitentiary — 
and  in  very  many  flistances  the  borrowers  and  their  su- 
reties have  regularly  taken  the  benefits  of  the  insolvent 
Laws — or  are  dead  leaving  neither  real  nor  personal 
estate. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  Councils  fo  divert  the  funds 
from  its  original  purpose,  but  it  is  certainly  incumbent 
on  them  to  secure  the  repa>ment  of  the  sums  loaned 
by  some  effectual  measures,  not  contrary  to  the  expres- 
sed will  of  the  Donor.  The  only  permanent  and  cer- 
tain security  for  the  repayment  of  such  loans  made  for 
the  long  period  of  ten  years  is  real  estate — your  com- 
mittee tbei-efoi-e  think  it  proper  that  one  at  least  of  the 
sureties  should  be  the  holder  of  real  estate  situated  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  sufficient  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  the  loan,  and  that  the  wan-ant  of 
Attorney  to  enter  judgment  should  be  so  altered  as  to 
let  judgment  be  entered  up  immediately,  and  the  ex- 
ecution be  taken  out  for  each  instalment  as  it  falls  due— 
if  unpaid  for  the  space  of  five  days. 

These  altei-ations,  if  the  judgments  be  entered  im- 
mediately, and  proper  care  be  taken  in  ascertaining 
the  value  and  situation  of  the  real  security,  will  secure 
the  repayment  of  the  amounts  bori-owed,  and  the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the  funds  agreeably  to  the  calculations 
contained  in  the  will. 

Your  committee  have  observed  with  regret  the  names 
of  females  as  securities  to  several  of  these  bonds — This 
they  think  should  not  be  allowed,  whether  we  regard 
the  intention  of  the  Testator  or  the  unnecessary  and 
improper  risk  which  it  exposes  a  sex  to,  whose  proper- 
ty ought  never  to  be  subjected,  by  any  public  regula- 
tions, to  the  hazard  of  suretyship. 

The  present  situation  of  the  outstanding  bonds  de- 
mands immediate  attention  and  your  committee  would 
suggest  the  propi-iety  of  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  one  member  from  each  Coimcil,  to  take  the 
same  into  consideration,  with  full  power  to  take  such- 
steps  relative  to  the  collection  of  the  same  as  they  may 
deem  advisable  and  proper. 

The  Legacy  of  Mi-.  John  Scott^  has  never  been  usedj 
no  part  of  it  having  been  applied  for  until  very  lately. 
It  consists  of  the  oi-iginal  Legacy  of  £3000  in  the  thi-ee 
percent. — with  its  interest  which  has  been  invested  in 
the  city  fives  and  state  fives  to  the  amount  of  $1100  af  par, 
and  of  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  68  dollars^  together 
with  the  accruing  interest. 
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The  Leg'acy  of  £3000  in  the  3  per  cents,  was  left  by 
John  Scott  of  the  City  of  Ecrinbui  gh,  Chymist,  to  the 
corporation  of  Philadelphia,  "to  be  applied  to  the  same 
purpose  as  Dr.  Franklin's  legacy,"  and  the  bequest 
was  accepted  by  Councils  on  the  8th  August,  1816. 

Your  commiltee  are  of  opinion  that  this  bequest 
should  be  put  upon  exactly  tiie  same  footing  as  that  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  be  subject  to  tile  same  regulations. 
,  Your  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  Councils. 

Resolved  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils,  That 
one  of  the  sureties  in  each  bond  given  for  the  payment 
of  Loans  hereiifter  to  be  made  from  Dr.  Franklin's  Le- 
gacy, shall  be  the  owner  of  real  estate  situated  in  the 
City  and  County  or  Philadelphia,  sufficient  to  secure  the 
repayment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  Loan, 
and  that  the  warrant  of  attorney  accompanying  or  con- 
tained in  such  bond  shall  contain  an  authority  to  enter 
judgment  immediately  and  to  take  out  execution  for 
each  instalment  as  it  falls  due  if  unpaid  for  the  space 
of  five  days,  and  tliat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treas- 
urer to  enter  up  such  judgment  immediately,  and  to 
keep  the  sum  receired  from  time  to  time  according  to 
law. 

,  Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  female 
shail  be  taken  as  a  surety  in  any  such  bonds  for  the  re- 
payment of  Loans  from  Dr.  Franklin's  Legacy. 

Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Le- 
gacy of  John  Scott  of  Edlnburg,  of  $3,000,  with  its  in- 
terest, be  placed  under  the  Fame  management  and  be 
subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  Dr.  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin's Legacy  of  £1000  sterling,  and  that  Loans  be  made 
to  such  applicants  as  may  bring  themselves  within  the 
provisions  of  the  trust. 

Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Mayor 
be,  and  is  hereby  authorised  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
Certificates  of  Debts  in  which  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  John  Scott's  Legacy  of  $3000  is  invested,  and 
that  the  proceeds  thereof  be  placed  in  the  Treasury  to 
the  credit  of  the  said  Legacy. 

Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  acommit- 
tee  cl  one  member  from  each  Council  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  present  situation  of  the  out  standing  bonds 
for  Loans  from  Dr.  Franklin's  Legacy,  with  full  power 
to  take  such  steps  relative  to  their  final  collection  and 
settlement,  as  tliey  may  deem  most  advisable  and  pro- 
per. 


PAVING.  LAW. 
[The  following  act  is  one  in  which  every  holder  of  Real 
Estate  is  interested,  and  will  therefore  be  frequently  re- 
ferred to;  for  which  purpose  we  have  been  induced  to 
present  it.] 

AN  ACT  in  relation  to  the  paving  of  private  streets. 
Courts  and  Alleys  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
tlie  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  whenever  to  them  it  shall  seem  required 
by  the  public  good  that  any  private  streets,  courts  and 
alleys  in  the  said  city  should  be  paved,  and  curbed,  to 
require  the  same  to  be  paved,  both  as  to  tiie  footways 
and  as  to  the  cartways,  wherever  there  are  such,  and 
also  if  deemed  necessary  to  be  embed  by  the  owners 
of  the  ground  fronting-  or  bordering  thereon  at  their 
own  cost  and  expenses  respectively,  agreeably  to  the 
existing  regulations  of  the  public  streets  and  alleys  of 
the  said  city,  in  such  manner,  at  such  times,  and  inider 
such  restrictions  as  the  said  select  and  common  councils 
shall  or  may  order  and  direct.  Provided,  That  no  pri- 
vate alley  which  sliall  be  enclosed  and  intended  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  owner  or  occupier  shall  be  required  to 
be  paved,  and  that  no  private  street,  court  or  alley,  not 
intended  for  the  passage  of  carts,  shall  fee  required  to 
be  curbed. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  atithority 
aforesaid.  That  if  the  owner  or  owners,  or  persona  hav- 
ing  charge  of  any  ground  fronting  or  bordering  on  any 
such  private  street,  court  or  alley,  so  as  aforesaid  direc- 
ted to  be  paved  and  curbed,  or  paved  or  curbed  sliali 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pave  and  curb,  or'to  pave  or  curb, as 
may  be  required,  that  part  of  such  street,  court  or  alley, 
which  shall  be  in  front  of,or  next  to  their  respective  lots 
or  pieces  of  ground,  in  such  manner,andto  sucli  extent  as 
may  be  required,  and  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  for  the 
space  of  60days  after  he, she  or  they  shall  have  been  there 
unto  required  by  the  city  commissioners  of  the  said  city, 
then  it  bhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  saxl  city  commis- 
sioners to  pave  and  curb,  or  pave  or  curb,  as  the  cas^ 
may  be,  the  part  and  jiarts  of  such  streets,  courts  and 
alleys  refused  or  neglected  to  be  paved  and  curbed,  as 
required  aforesaid,  and  as  often  as  may  be  necessary 
to  repair  the  same,  and  to  recover  the  expenses  thereof, 
and  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  advance  thereon  as  a 
penalty  for  such  refusal  or  neglect,  and  the  costs  of  suit, 
by  an  action  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  alderman  and  cit- 
izens of  Philadelphia,  before  the  mayor,  recorder  or  any 
alderman  of  the  said  city,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
any  county,  or  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction; 
Provided,  That  no  owner  of  any  lot  of  ground  shall  be 
required  to  pave  or  curb  except  opposite  or  in  front  of 
his  or  her  lot  of  ground,  and  to  no  greater  extent  than 
one  half  of  the  width  of  any  such  street,  court  or  alley. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  said  select  and  common  councils  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pass,  ordain  and  es- 
tablish such  and  so  many  laws,  ordinances,  resolutions 
and  regulations  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  expedientii 
for  carrying  fully  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  expense  of  paving 
or  ctabing  any  public  or  private  street,  court  or  alley, 
or  any  part  thereof,  in  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  of 
laying  the  footways  of  the  same,  or  the  expense  of  re- 
pairing-or  relaying  the  pavements,  curbs  or  footways  of 
such  street,  court  or  alley,  or  pares  thei-eof,  is,  or  shall 
hereafter,  by  act  of  assembly  or  ordinance  of  the  said 
city,  be  made  to  be  legn,!ly  chargeable  in  whole  or  irs 
part  against  the  o\vner,occupier  or  person  having  charge 
of  real  estate  adjoining,  fronting  or  bordering  (  n  such 
street,  court  or  alley,  and  where  such  expense  shall,  by 
reason  of  the  default  of  such  owner,  occupier  or  other 
person,  have  been  incurred  o;  borne  by  the  mayor,  aU 
dermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  all  such  cases, 
such  real  estate  shall  be  held  liable  and  subject  to  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelpliia,  for  the 
payment  of  all  expenses  so  by  them  incmred  or  borne, 
together  with  the  penalties  and  costs  by  law  provided, 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  file  their  lien  for  the 
same  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  I'hiladelphia,  and  the  lien  hereby  created  shall 
have  priority  to,  and  shall  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid  be- 
fore any  recognizance,  mortgage,  judgment,  debt,  obli- 
gation or  responsibility,  which  the  said  estate  may  be- 
come liable  to,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  aforesaid  sliall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  collect  the  amount  of 
such  lien  in  like  manner  as  money  due  on  judgments 
may  now  be  recovered  by  a  wi-it  of  scire  facias  framed 
to  meet  the  case.  Provided,  That  on  the  trial  of  any 
such  scire  facias  suit,  the  merits  of  the  claim  may  be  tri- 
ed under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  .said  court  may 
adopt.  And  provided  also  that  no  property  other  than 
that  subject  to  such  lien  shall  be  taken  or  sold  to  satis- 
fy the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autliority 
aforesaid,  1  hat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  immediately  afier  the  passage  of 
this  act  to  cause  the  same  to  be  published  for  at  least 
one  week  in  the  newspapers  in  which  the  ordinances  of 
the  city  are  required  to  be  published. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  an  act  of 
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Genei  al  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, passed  at  the  last  session.  In  testimonj' 
whereof,  I  liave  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Hairis- 
burg.  May  25th,  1829. 

FR.  R.  SHUNK, 

Clerk  of  (he  House  of  Represenialives. 


PENNSILVANIA  CANAL  AND  SAIL-ROAD. 

The  Board  of  canal  commissioners  adjourned  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  to  meet  again  in  September. 

We  have  been  politely  favoured  by  a  member  of  the 
Board  with  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  board, 
at  their  recent  session  at  Harrisburg',  containing  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  tlie  former 
boards,  and  the  sura  that  will  be  at  the  command  of  the 
present  board  during  the  ensuing  season.  We  learn, 
that  tlie  board  are  determined,  in  accordance  with  the 
fecommendaticfl  of  the  committee,  to  complete  those 
sections  of  the  canal  wliich  have  already  been  commenc- 
ed as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  2d  inst.  to  inquire 
relative  to  the  expenditm-es  upon  the  canal  and  railway, 
and  the  means  within  the  power  of  the  Board  to  proceed 
with  the  work.  Report: — That  the  whole 

amount  of  moneys  which   appear   to        •  • 

have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 

Treasurer  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,      .    •  « 

under  the  several  acts  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, up  to  the  first  day  of  June  1829, 

inclusive,  is  ...  -  $4,858,673  89 
Of  whi-ch  sum  there  has  been  drawn  by 

acting  commissioners,  superintendants, 
.  &c.  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  up  to 

same  period,       -       -       -       -     ,   4,837,584  45 


Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 


21,089  44 


Of  the  sums  thus  drawn,  accounts  have  .  , 

been  passed  by  the  accounting  officers  .  X  - 

and  paid  at  the  treasury  for  work  done,  ■  ■  '  .:■ 
and  various  charges  prior  to  the  first  of     .    " " 

June  1829,  to  the  amount  of       -       -  4,640,511  45 

Accounts  have  passed  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral's Office,  and  are  in  progress  in  the 

tieasury  to  the  amount  of       -       -  127,836  83 

And  accounts  have  been  rendered  and 
are  in  progress  in  the  Auditor  General's 

office  to  the  amount  of      -       -  64,222  69 

Leaving  a  balance  to  be  accounted  for  of  35,0)3  48 

4,837,584  45 

Whole  amount  drawn. 

The  sHim  drawn  from  the  treasiuy  by  the  respective 

acting  e  imissioners,  superintendants,  &c.  of  the 
former  Board,  were  as  fallows: 

By  Abner  Lacock,  of  the  western  division 

of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,       -       -$1,727,609  40 

By  Jnmes  Clarke,  of  the  Juniata  division,  825,141  41 

By  Charles  Mowry,on  the  eastern  and  Sus- 
quehanna division,       ...         1,128,977  14 

By  William  Wilson,     do.       do.  369,388  38 

By  T.  G.Kennedy,  Delaware  division,  270,000  00 

By  Tlios.  Woojlside,  north  branch  divi- 
sions      ..       =       ...  236,000  00 

By  A.  McReynolds,  west  branch  division,  72,050  00 

By  J-  Mitcliel,   on  the  French  Creek 

Feedt-r,  124,428  12 

By  J.  Philips,          do.           do.  50,000  00 

By  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  27,000  00 

By  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment Fund,       .....  5,990  00 


Repaid  to  Treasury  by  J,  Phillips, 


§4,837,584  45 
8,173  89 

4,829,410  56 


The  amount  of  funds  received  by  the 

Treasurer  of  the  Canal  Commissioners, 

independent  of  the  loan  of  April,  1829, 

was  -  -  -  .  -  _  -  4,108,173  89 
The  amount  borrowed  and  paid  into  the 

Treasury  in  anticipation  of  the  loan  of 

1829,  up  to  the  1st  June,  1829,  is  750,500  00* 


$4,858,673  89 


The  balance  of  funds  in  the  Treasury  June 

1,  1829.  21,089  84 

The  balance  to  be  received  on  the  loan  of 

1829,  if  negociated  at  par,  will  be  1,449,500  GO 


$1,470,589  00 

Tliis  sum  of  $1,470,589  84,appears  to  be  the  amount  of 
available  funds  of  the  present  Board,  as  it  stood  on  the 
1st  June,  1829;  but  it  will  probably  require  $:70,000  of 
this  sum  to  pay  up  debts  and  per  centage  on  work  ac- 
tually done  prior  to  the  1st  of  June,  leaving  therefore 
about  $1,200,000,  as  the  actual  fund  for  the  prospec- 
tive operations  of  the  year,  commencing  the  1st  June, 
1829. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  amount  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  Board  by  the  acting  Commissioners^ 
Superintendents,  &c.  wiihin  the  year  terminating  the 
1st  June,  1829,  was  $3,185,000  48. 

In  placing  tlie  precedmg  statement  before  the  Board, 
your  committee  avoid  all  remark  on  the  comparatively 
limited  means  which  are  left  at  their  disposal. 

The  committee  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  state 
the  material  facts,  and  to  recommend  that  the  most 
rigid  econemy  accountability  be  enforced  by  the  acting 
Commissioners,  Superintendents  and  other  persons  ir» 
the  service  of  the  Board.  That  all  agents  whose  services 
are  not  actually  necessary  to  the  prosecetion  of  the  work, 
be  discontinued,  and  that  especial  attention  be  turned 
towards  tlie  eaily  completion  of  such  parts  of  the  Canal 
as  are  most  advanced. 


■    if!  ACCOUKT  3F  THE  LIFE  AN3  CHARACTSK 

MHS.  ELIZABETH  FERGUSON. 
[From  the  Port  Folic] 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ferguson  was  the  daugliter  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Graeme,  by  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Keith,  tiien  governor  of  Pennsylvania.    Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  grailivate  in  medicine.  For 
nearly  half  a  century  he  maintained  the  first  rank  in  his 
profession  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.    He  held,  during 
a  great  part  of  this  time,  the  office  of  ccillector  of  the 
port.    Her  mother  possessed  a  masculine  mind,  with 
all  those  female  charms  and  accomplishments  which^ 
rend^er  a  woman  alike  agreeable  to  both  sexes.  They 
had  one  son  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  attained 
to  the  age  of  maturity.   The  suhject  of  this  memoir  wa» 
the  youngest  of  them.     She  discovered,  in  early  lifcs 
signs  of  uncommon  talents  and  virtues,  both  of  which 
were  cultivated  with  great  care,  and  chiefly  by  her 
mother.    Her  person  was  slender,  and  her  health  deli- 
cate.   The  latter  was  partly  the  effect  of  nativeweak- 
ness,  being  a  seven  months'  child,  and  partly  acquired 
by  too  great  application  to  books.  She  passed  her  youth' 
in  the  lap  of  parental  affection.    A  pleasant  and  highly- 
improved  retreat,  known  by  the  name  of  Graeme  Farkj, 
in  Montgomery  comity,  twent)  miles  fi'om  Philadel- 
phia, in  which  her  parents  spent  their  summers,  afl'oid- 
ed  her  the  most  delightful  opportunities  for  study,  med- 
itation nu-al  walks,  and  pleasures,  and,  above  all,  for 
cultivating  a  talent  for  poetry.   This  retreat  was,  more- 
over consecrated  to  society  and  fi  iendship.    A  plentiful 
table  was  spread  daily  for  visitors,  and  two  or  three 
young  ladies  from  Philadelphia  generally  partook  with 
Miss  Grjeme  of  the  enjoyments  which  her  situation  in 
the  country  furnished.    About  her  seventeenth  year 
she  was  addressed  by  a  citizen  of  Fhiladelphia  of  res- 
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pectable  connexions  and  character.  She  p^Ave  him  her 
heart,  with  tlie  promise  of  her  hand  upon  his  return 
from  London,  whither  he  went  to  complete  his  educa- 
tion in  the  law.  From  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary 
to  detail,  the  contract  of  marriage,  at  a  future  day,  was 
broken,  but  not  without  much  suffering  on  the  part  of 
Miss  Grjeme.  To  relieve  and  divert  lier  mind  from  tlie 
effects  of  this  event,  slie  translated  the  wlmle  of  Tele- 
machus  into  English  verse;  but  this,  instead  of  saving, 
perh^ips  aided  tlie  distress  of  her  disappointment  in  im- 
pairing her  health,  and  that  to  such  a  degree  as  to  in- 
duce her  father,  in  conjunction  with  two  otlier  physi- 
ciMns,  to  advise  a  voyage  to  England  for  its  recovery, — 
Her  mother  concurred  in  this  advice,  but  for  another 
reason  besides  that  of  restoring  her  daughter's  health. 
This  venerable  and  excellent  woman  had  long  laboured 
tinder  a  disease  which,  she  believed,  would  have  a  fatal 
issue.  She  anticipated  the  near  approach  of  death;  and 
that  it  might  be  less  terrible  to  her,  she  wished  her 
daughter  to  be  removed  beyond  the  spliere  of  the  coun- 
ter attraction  of  her  affections  from  the  world  of  spirits, 
which  her  presence  near  her  death-bed,  would  excite. 
This  feeling  is  not  a  solitary  or  casual  one,  in  the  human 
mind.  Archbisliop  Lighttoot  wished  to  die  from  home, 
tliat  he  might  dissolve  more  easily  his  ties  to  his  family. 
A  lady  in  l-'hiladelphia,  some  years  ago,  in  her  la^t  mo- 
ments said  to  her  daughter,  who  s.at  weeping  at  her  bed- 
side, "Leave  me,  my  child;  I  cannot  die  while  )'ou  are 
in  the  room."  Many  instances  of  similar  conflicts  be- 
tween religion  anii  nature  have  occurred  in  domestic 
history  which  have  escaped  general  observation. 

Mrs.  Grsme  died,  according  to  her  expectation  and 
wishes,  during  her  daughter's  absence,  leaving  behind 
her  two  farewell  letters  to  be  delivered  to  her  upon  her 
return;  one,  upon  the  choice  of  a  husband,  and  the  oth- 
er upon  the  management  of  a  family.  These  letters 
contain  many  original  ideas,  and  the  most  ardent  ex- 
pressions of  maternal  affection.  The  tenor  of  these  ex- 
pressions may  easily  be  conceived  by  the  following  sen- 
tence extracted  from  the  introduction  to  one  of  them. — 
•'I  have  rested  for  some  time  with  my  pen  in  my  hand, 
from  being  at  a  loss  to  find  out  an  epithet  to  address  you 
with,  that  shall  fully  express  ray  affection  for  you.  Af- 
ter a  good  deal  of  deliberation,  I  can  find  nothiivg  that 
pleases  me  better  than  'my  own  dear  Betsy'."* 

Miss  Graeme  spent  a  year  in  England,  where  she  wns 
accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hichard  Peters  of  Phila- 
delphia, a  gentleman  of  higlily  polished  manners,  and 
whose  rank  enabled  him  to  introduce  her  to  the  most 
respectable  circles  of  company.  She  sought,  and  was 
sought  for,  by  the  most  celebrated  literary  gentlemen 
who  flourished  in  England  at  the  time  of  the  accession 
of  George  the  third  to  the  throne.  She  was  introduced 
to  ihis  monarch,  and  particularly  noticed  by  him.  The 
celebrated  Dr.  Fothergill,  whom  she  consulted  as  a 
physician,  became  her  friend  and  correspondent  as  long 
as  he  lived.  An  accident  attached  the  sentimental  and 
then  popular  author  of  Tristram  Shand}'  to  her.  She 
took  a  seat  upon  the  same  stage  with  him  at  the  York 


*Mrs.  Graeme  left  letters  to  several  of  her  friends,  to 
be  delivered  to  them  after  her  death.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  one  of  them  to  Mrs.  Redman,  the  wife 
of  the  late  Dr.  John  Redman: 

"I  have  been  waiting  with  a  pleasing  expectation  of 
my  dissolution  a  gi  eat  while,  and  I  believe  the  same 
portion  of  grace  which  has  been  afforded  me  hitherto, 
will  not  be  withdrawn  at  that  trying  hour.  My  trust  is 
in  my  heavenly  Father's  mercies,  procured  and  promi- 
sed for  the  all-sufliicient  merits  of  my  blessed  Saviour, 
so  that  whatever  time  it  may  be  before  you  see  this,  or 
whatever  weakness  I  may  be  under  on  my  death-bed, 
be  assured  </jis  is  my  faith;  this  is  my  hope  from  my 
youth  up  until  now.  And  thus,  my  dear,  I  take  my  fi- 
nal leave  of  you.    Adieu,  forever. 

ANNE  GR:;EME." 

Sept.  22,  1762. 


races.  While  bets  were  making  upon  different  horses, 
she  selected  a  small  horse  that  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
coursers  as  the  sul,)ject  of  a  trifling  wager.  Upon  be- 
ing asked  the  reason  for  doing  so,  she  said  that  the 
"race  was  not  always  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the 
strong."  Ml'.  Sterne,  who  stood  near  to  her,  was  struck 
with  this  reply,  and,  turning  hastily  towards  her,  beg- 
ged for  the  honour  of  her  acquaintance.  'I  hey  soon  be- 
came sociable,  and  a  good  deal  of  pleasant  conversation 
took  place  between  them,  to  the  great  entertainment  of 
the  surrounding  company. 

Upon  her  return  to  Philadelphia,  she  was  visited  by  a 
numerous  circle  of  friends,  as  well  to  condole  with  her 
upon  the  death  of  her  mother,  as  to  welcome  her  arrival 
to  her  native  shores.  She  soon  discovered  by  the  streams 
of  information  she  poured  upon  her  friends,  that  she 
had  been  "all  eye,  all  ear,  and  all  grasp,"  during  her 
visit  to  Great-Britain.  The  Journal  she  kept  of  her 
travels,  wasafeast  to  all  who  read  it.  Manners  and  cha- 
racters in  an  old  and  highly  civilized  country,  contrasted 
with  those  to  which  she  had  been  accustomed  in  our; 
own,  accompanied  with  many  curious  facts  and  anec- 
dotes, were  the  component  parts  of  this  interesting  man- 
uscript. Her  modesty  alone  prevented  its  being  made 
public,  and  thereby  aff  ording  a  specimen  to  the  world, 
and  to  posterity,  of  her  happy  talents  for  observatioHj 
reflection-;  and  composition. 

In  her  father's  family  she  now  occupied  the  place  of 
her  mother.  She  kept  his  house,  and  presided  at  his 
table  and  fire-side  in  entertainingall  his  company.  Such 
was  the  character  of  Dr.  Graeme's  family  fur  hospitality 
and  refinement  of  manners,  that  all  strangers  of  note 
who  visited  Philadelphia  were  introduced  to  it.  Satnr-- 
day  evenings  were  appropriated  for  many  years  durirg 
Miss  Graeme's  winter  residence  in  the  city,  for  the  en- 
tertainment not  only  of  strangers,  but  of  such  of  her 
friends  of  both  sexes  as  were  considered  the  most  suita- 
ble company  for  them.  These  evenings  were,  properly 
speaking,  of  the  attic  kind.  The  genius  of  Miss  Graeme 
evolved  the  heat  and  light  that  animated  them.  One 
while  she  instructed  by  the  stores  of  knovvledge  con- 
tained in  the  historians,  philosophers,  and  poets  of  an- 
cient  and  modern  nations,  which  she  called  forth  at  her 
pleasure;  and  again  she  chmmed  by  a  prolusion  of  ori- 
ginal ideas,  collected  by  her  vivid  and  widely  expanded 
imagination,  and  combined  vvith  exquisite  taste  and 
judgment  into  an  endless  variety  of  elegant  and  delight- 
tul  forms.  Upon  these  occasions  her  body  seemed  to 
evanish,  and  she  appeared  to  be  all  mind.  The  writer 
of  this  memoir  would  have  hesitated  in  giiing  this  de- 
scription of  the  luminous  dis])lays  of  Miss  Grame's 
knnwledge  and  eloquence  at  these  intellectual  ban- 
qnets,  did  he  not  know  there  are  several  ladies  and 
gentlemen  now  living  in  Philadelphia,  who  can  testify 
that  it  is  not  exaggerated. 

It  was  at  one  of  these  evening  parties  she  first  saw 
Mr.  Hugh  Henry  Ferguson,  a  handsome  and  accomplish- 
ed young  gentleman  who  had  lateiy  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try from  Scotland.  They  were  suddenly  pleased  with 
each  other.  Private  interviews  soon  took  place  be- 
tween them,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  they 
were  married.  The  inequality  of  their  ages,  (for  he  was 
ten  years  younger  than  Miss  Grsme)  was  op])Osed,  in  a 
calculation  of  their  conjugal  happiness,  by  the  same- 
ness of  their  attachment  to  books,  retirement,  and  lite- 
rary society.  They  settled  upon  the  estate  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  which  Mrs.  Ferguson's  father  (who  di- 
ed at  an  advanced  age  soon  after  her  marriage)  be- 
queathed to  her.  But  before  the  question  of  their  hap- 
piness could  be  decided  by  the  test  of  experiment,  the 
dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  America  took  place, 
in  which  it  became  necessary  for  Mr.  Ferguson  to  take 
part.  He  joined  the  former  in  the  year  1775,  and  from 
that  time  a  perpetual  separation  took  place  between 
him  and  Mrs.  Ferguson.  Other  causes  contributed  to 
prevent  their  re-union'after  the  peace  of  1782;  but  the 
recital  of  ihem  would  be  uninteresting  as  well  as  for? 
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eign  to  the  desigri  of  tliis  publication.  Mrs.  Ferguson 
passed  the  interv;il  between  the  j'ear  1775  and  the  time 
of  her  death,  chiefly  in  the  country  upon  her  farm,  in 
reading,  and  in  the  different  branches  of  domestic  in- 
dustry. A  female  friend  who  had  been  the  companion 
of  her  youth,  and  whose  mind  was  congenial  to  lier 
own,  united  her  destiny  with  hers,  and  soothed  her  va- 
rious distresses  by  all  the  kind  and  affectionate  offices 
which  friendship  and  sympathy  could  dictate.  In  her 
retirement  she  was  eminently  useful.  The  doors  of  the 
cottages  that  were  in  her  neighborhood  bore  the  marks 
of  her  footsteps,  which  were  always  accompanied  or 
followed  with  cloathing,  provisions,  or  medicines,  to  re- 
lieve the  nakedness,  hunger,  or  sickness  of  their  inhab- 
itants. During  the  time  general  Howe  had  possession 
of  Philadelphia,  she  sent  a  quantity  of  linen  into  the 
city,  spun  \vith  her  own  hands,  and  directed  it  to  be 
made  into  shirts  for  the  benefit  of  the  American  prison- 
ers that  were  taken  at  the  battle  of  Germantown. 

Upon  hearing,  in  one  of  her  visits  to  Philadelphia, that 
a  merchant  once  affluent  in  his  circumstances,  was  sud- 
denly thrown  into  jail  by  his  creditors,  and  was  suffer- 
ing from  the  want  of  many  of  the  usual  comforts  of 
his  life,  she  sent  him  a  bed,  and  afterwards  procured  ad- 
mission into  his  apartment,  and  i)ut  twenty  dollars  into 
his  hands.  He  asked  for  the  name  of  his  benefactress. 
She  refdsed  to  make  herself  known  to  him,  and  sudden- 
ly left  him.  This  humane  and  charitable  act  would  not 
have  been  made  known,  had  not  the  gentleman's  de- 
scription of  her  person  and  dress  discovered  it.  At  this 
time  her  annual  income  was  reduced  to  the  small  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  a  year,  which  had  been 
saved  by  the  friendship  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Meade, 
out  of  the  wreck  of  her  estate.  Many  such  secret  acts 
of  charity,  exercised  at  the  expense  of  her  personal  and 
habitual  comforts,  might  be  mentioned.  'I  hey  will  all 
be  made  known  elsewhere.  In  these  acts  she  obeyed 
the  gospel  commandment  of  loving  her  neighbors  better 
than  herself.  Her  sympathy  was  not  only  active,  but 
passive  in  a  high  degree.  In  the  extent  of  this  species 
of  sensibility,  she  seemed  to  be  all  nerve.  She  partook 
of  the  minutest  sorrows  of  her  friends,  and  even  a  news- 
paper that  contained  a  detail  of  public  or  private  wo, 
did  not  pass  through  her  hands  without  being  bedew- 
ed with  a  tear.  Nor  did  her  sympathy  with  misery  end 
here.  The  sufferings  of  the  brute  creation  often  drew 
sighs  from  her  bosom,  and  led  her  to  express  a  hope 
that  reparation  would  be  made  to  them  for  those  suffer- 
ings in  a  future  state  of  existence. 

I  have  said  that  Mrs.  Ferguson  possessed  a  talent  for 
poetry.  Some  of  her  verses  have  been  published,  and 
many  of  them  arc  in  the  hands  of  her  friends.  They 
discover  a  vigorous  poetical  imagination,  but  the  want 
of  a  poetical  ear.  This  will  not  surprise  those  who 
know  there  may  be  poetry  without  metre,  and  metre 
without  poetiy. 

The  prose  writings  of  Mrs.  Fei  guson  indicate  strong 
marks  of  genius,  taste,  and  knowledge.  Nothing  that 
came  from  her  pen  was  common.  Even  her  hasty  notes 
to  her  fi  iends  placed  the  most  trivial  subjects  in  such  a 
new  and  agreeable  light,  as  not  only  secured  them  from 
destruction,  but  gave  them  a  durable  place  among  the 
rrlost  precious  fragments  of  fancy  and  sentiment. 

Several  of  her  letters  have  been  published  in  the  Port 
Folio. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  was  a  stranger  to  the  feelings  of  a 
mother,  for  she  had  no  children,  but  she  knew,  and 
faithfully  performed  all  the  duties  of  that  relation  to  the 
son  and  daughter  of  one  of  her  sisters,  who  committed 
them  to  her  care  upon  her  death  bed.  They  both  pos- 
sessed hereditary  talents  and  virtues.  Her  nephew, 
John  Young,  became  under  her  direction,  an  accom- 
plished scholar  and  gentleman.  He  died  a  lieutenant  in 
the  British  army,  leaving  behind  him  a  record  of  his  in- 
dustry and  knowledge,  in  an  elegant  translation  of  d'- 
Argent's  Ancient  Geography,  into  the  English  lan- 
g-uage.    A  copy  of  this  valuable  work  is  to  be  ssen  in 


the  Philadelphia  Library,  with  a  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  translator  by  Mrs.  Fei'guson.*  The  mind  of  her 
niece,  Ann  Young,  was  an  elegant  impression  of  h"r 
own:  she  married  Dr.  William  Smith,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  lived  but  a  few  years  afterwards.  She  left  a  son  and 
daughter;  the  latter  followed  her  mother  prematurely 
to  the  grave,  in  the  year  1808,  in  the  30th  year  of  her 
age;  after  exhibiting  to  a  numerous  and  affectionate  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances,  a  rare  instance  of  splendid  talents 
and  virtues,  descending  unimpaired  through  four  suc- 
cessive generations. 

'1  he  virtui  s  which  have  been  ascribed  to  Mrs.  Fer- 
guson, were  not  altogether  the  effects  of  education,  nor 
of  a  happ}'  moral  texture  of  mind.  They  were  impro- 
ved, invigorated,  and  directed  in  their  exercises  by  the 
doctrines  and  precepts  of  Christianity.  To  impress  the 
contents  of  the  Bible  more  deeply  upon  her  mind,  she 
transcribed  every  chapter  and  verse  in  it,  and  hence 
arose  the  facility  and  success  with  which  she  frequent- 
ly selected  its  finest  historical  and  moral  passages  to  il- 
lustrate oradorn  the  subjects  of  her  writings  and  con- 
versation. 

She  was  well  read  in  polemical  divinity,  and  a  firm 
believer  in  what  are  considered  tlie  mysteries  of  revela- 
tion. Although  educated  in  the  furm=,  and  devoted  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  England,  she  worshipped 
devoutl)'  with  other  sects,  when  she  resided  among 
them,  by  all  of  whom  she  was  with  a  singular  unanimity 
believed  to  be  a  sincere  and  pious  Christian. 

There  was  a  peculiarity  in  her  disposition,  which 
would  seem,  at  first  sight,  to  casta  shade  over  the  reli- 
gious part  of  her  character.  After  the  reduction  of  her 
income,  she  constantly  refused  to  accept  of  the  least 
pecuniary  assistance,  and  even  of  a  present,  from  any 
of  her  friends.  Let  such  persons  who  are  disposed  to 
ascribe  this  conduct  to  unchristian  pride,  recollect, 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  that  sense  of  pover- 
ty, which  is  induced  by  adverse  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, and  that  which  is  brought  on  by  voluntary  chari- 
ties. Mrs.  Ferguson  conformed,  in  the  place,  and  man- 
ner of  her  living,  to  the  narrowness  of  her  resources. — 
She  knew  no  want  that  could  raake  a  wise  or  good  wo- 
man unhappy,  and  she  wys  a  stranger  to  the  "real  evil" 
of  debt,  iler  charities,  moreover,  would  not  have  been 
her  own,  had  they  been  replaced  by  the  chanties  of  her 
friends. 

The  afflictions  of  this  excellent  woman  from  all  the 
causes  that  have  been  mentioned,  did  not  fill  up  the 
measure  of  her  sufferings.  Her  passage  out  of  life  was 
accompanied  with  great  and  protracted  pain  This 
welcome  event  took  place  on  the  23d  of  February,  in 
the  year  1801,  in  the  62d  year  of  her  age,  at  the  house 
of  Seneca  Lukins,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
near  Graeme  Park.  Her  body  was  interred,  agreeably  to 
her  request  by  the  side  of  her  parents  in  the  enclosure 
of  Christ  Church,  in  Philadelphia. 

Should  this  attempt  to  rescue  the  name  and  charac- 
ter of  this  illustrious  woman  from  oblivion,  fall  into  the 
the  hands  of  any  of  the  female  readers  of  the  Port  Folio, 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  feel  an  elevation  of  soul 
in  contemplating  the  honor  which  Madame  Dasier,  Ma- 
dame Sevigne,  Lady  Rachel  Russel,  and  Mrs.  Rowe, 
have  conferred  upon  their  respective  countries;  let 
them  exult  not  less  in  reflecting,  that  a  similar  honour 
has  been  conferred  upon  the  United  Slates,  by  the 
singular  attainments  and  virtues  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fer- 
guson. ■  ■  ■• 

•A  singular  incident  laid  the  foundation  for  the  lite- 
rary acquirements  of  this  yotmg  gentleman.  Before  his 
12th  year  he  was  an  idle  boy;  about  this  time,  his  aunt 
locked  him  in  her  father's  library,  for  four  and  twenty 
hours,  as  a  punishment  for  some  offence.  Jn  this  situa= 
tion,  he  picked  up  a  book  to  relieve  himself,  from  the 
uneasiness  of  his  solitude.  This  book  arrested  and  fix- 
ed his  attention.  He  read  it  through,  and  from  that 
time  he  became  devoted  to  books  andl  study 
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THE   CHAKTEa  OF  THE   BOROUGH  OF 
LANCASTER. 

GEORGE  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great- 
Brilain,  France  and  Ireland  King-,  Defender  of  tlie  Faith, 
&c.  't  o. all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greet- 
ing-. WllBKEASour  lovirg-  Subject,  JAMES  HAM- 
IL  I  ON  of  the  City  of  Fhiludelplda,  in  the  Pi  ovince  of 
Pennsylvania,  Esq.  O  wner  of  a  Tract  of  Land  u  hereon 
tiie  1  own  of  Lancaster,  in  the  same  Province,  is  erect- 
ed, HATH,  on  the  Behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  Town,  represented  unto  our  trusty  and  well-belov- 
ed THOMAS  PENN,  Esq;  one  of  the  Proprietors  of 
the  said  Province,  and  George  Thomas,  Esq;  with  our 
Royal  Approbation  l.ieut.  ^tov.  thereof,  under  JOHN 
PENN,  the  said  THOMAS  PENN,  and  RICHARD 
PENN,  Esquires,  true  and  absolute  Proprietors  of  the 
said  Province,  and  the  Counties  of  New- Castle,  Kent  and 
Sussex,  upon  Delaivare,  the  great  Improvements  and 
Buildings  made,  and  coniinuing  to  be  made  in  tlie  said 
Town  by  the  great  Increase  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof, 
and  hath  humbly  besouglit  them  for  our  Letters  Patent, 
under  tlie  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province,  to  erect  the 
said  Town  of  Lancabter  into  a  Borough,  according  to  cer- 
tain Limits  and  Bounds  hereinafter  described,  and  to 
incorporate  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  same 
with  perpetual  Succession,  and  to  grant  them  such  Im- 
munises and  Priviledges  as  might  be  thought  necessary 
for  the  well-ordering  and  governing  thereof 

THEREFORE  KNOW  YE,  That  we  favouring  the 
Application  of  the  said  JAMES  HAMILTON,  on  be- 
half of  the  said  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants,  and  willing 
to  promote  Trade,  Industry,  Rule  and  good  Order 
amongst  all  our  Subjects,  of  our  special  Grace,  certain 
Knowledge  and  mere  Motion,  have  erected,  and  by 
these  Presents  do  erect  the  said  Town  of  Lancaster  into 
a  Borough  for  ever  hereafter,  to  be  called  by  the  name 
f  LANCASTER;  which  saidBorough  shall  extend,  be  lim- 
ited and  bounded  in  the  Manner  it  is  now  laid  out,  pur- 
suant to  the  PLin  thereof  hereunto  annexed. 

AND  we  further  grant  and  ordain.  That  the  Streets  of 
the  said  Borough  shall  forever  continue  as  they  are  now 
laid  out  and  regulated. 

AND  we  do  nominate  and  appoint  Thomas  Cookson 
and  Sebastian  Grooffe  to  be  the  present  Burgesses;  antl 
the  said  Thomas  Cookson  shall  be  called  the  Chief  Bur- 
gess within  the  said  Borough,  and  Michael  Byerly,  Ma- 
Ihias  Young,  John  Dehoffe  John  Folkes,  Abraham  John- 
son, and  Peter  Worrall,  assistants  for  advising,  aiding 
and  assisting  the  said  Burgesses  in  the  execution  of  the 
power  and  authorities  herein  given  them:  and  Alexan- 
der Giblony  to  be  High-constable;  and  George  Sander- 
son to  be  Town-clerk:  To  continue  Burgesses,  Assis- 
tants, High-constable  and  Town-clerk  until  the  fif- 
teenth Day  of  September  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Forty- 
four,  and  from  thence  until  others  shall  be  duly  elected 
pr  appointed  in  their  Places  as  is  herein  after  directed. 

AND  we  do  by  these  Presents,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  further  give,  grant  and  declare.  That,  the 
said  Burgesses,  Freel'.olders  and  Inhabitants  within  the 
Borough  aforesaid,  and  their  Successors  for  ever  liere- 
after,  shall  be  one  Body  corporate  and  politick  in  Deed 
and  in  Name;  and  them  by  the  Name  of  the  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  one  Body  politick  and  corporate 
in  Deed  and  in  Name,  We  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  fully  create,  constitute  and  confirm  by 
these  Presents;  and  by  the  same  Name  of  the  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  that  they 
may  have  Pei-petual  Succession;  and  that  they  and  their 
Successors,  by  the  Name  of  the  Burgesses  and  Inhabi- 
ants  of  the  borough  of  Lancaster  he,  and  at  all  times  for 
ever  hereafter  shall  be,  persons  able  and  capable  in  law, 
to  have,  get,  receive  and  possess  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
liberties,  jurisdictions,  franchizes  and  hereditaments,  to 
them  and  their  successors  in  fee-simple,  or  for  term  of 
|itep  lives,  years  or  otherwise;  and  also  goods,  chatties, 


and  other  things  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever;  and  also 
give,  grant,  lelt,  sell  and  assign  the  same  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  goods  and  cliatlles,  ^ndtodo  and 
execute  all  other  things  about  the  same  by  the  name 
aforesaid:  and  also,  that  they  be,  and  s-haH  be  for  ever 
hereafter,  persons  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  or  any  of 
our  courts  or  other  places,  and  before  any  Judges,  Jus- 
tices, and  other  persons  whatsoever  within  the  province 
aforesaid,  in  all  manner  of  actions,  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes  and  matters  whatsoever.  And  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Burgesses  and  inhabit- 
ants of  Lancaster  afoiesaid,  and  their  successors  for  ever 
hereafter,  to  have  and  use  one  common  seal  for  the 
sealing  of  all  business  whatsoever  touching  the  said  cor- 
poration, and  the  same  from  time  to  lime  at  their  will 
to  change  and  alter. 

And  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  further  by 
these  presents,  grant  full  power  and  authority  for  the 
Burgesses,  Constable,  assistants  and  freeholders,  togeth- 
er with  such  inhabitants,  house-keepers  within  the  said 
borough,  as  shall  have  resided  therein  at  least  for  the 
space  of  one  whole  year  next  preceeding  any  such  elec- 
tion as  is  herein  after  directed,  and  hired  a  house  and 
ground  within  the  said  borough  of  the  yearly  value  of 
Jive  pounds  ov  upwards,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber which  will  De  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  on  that  day  yearly  for 
ever  thereafter,  unless  it  hajipen  to  fall  on  Sunday,  and 
tl^en  on  the  next  day  following,  publickly  to  meet  in 
some  convenient  place  within  the  said  borough,  to  be 
appointed  by  tlie  chief  Constable,  and  then  and  tliere 
to  nominate,  elect  and  choose  by  the  ballot,  two  able 
men  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  to  be  Bur- 
gesses, one  to  be  h:gh  Constable,  one  to  be  town  clerk, 
and  six  to  be  assistants  within  the  same,  for  ^.ssistmg  the 
Burgesses  in  the  managing  the  affairs  of  the  said  borough, 
and  of  keeping  of  peace  and  good  order  therein:  which 
election  shall  be  taken  from  time  to  time  by  the  high 
Constable  of  the  yeai  preceeding,-  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  so  elected  shall  be  certified  under  his  seal  to 
the  Governor  for  the  time  being  witliin  ten  days  next 
after  such  election;  and  the  Burgess  wlio  shall  h.  ve  the 
majority  of  votes  shall  be  called  the  chief  Burgess  of  the 
said  borough.  But  in  case  it  shall  so  happen  that  the 
said  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  house-keepers  afore- 
said, shall  neglect  or  refuse  lo  elect  or  chuse  Burgesses 
and  other  the  officers  in  manner  aforesaid,  that  then  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being  to  nominate,  appoint  and  commissionate  Burges- 
ses, Constable,  town  clerk  and  assistants  for  that  year; 
to  hold  and  continue  in  their  respective  offices  until  the 
next  time  of  annual  election  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and 
so  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require. 

And  we  further  will  and  ordain,  that  the  said  Burges- 
ses for  the  time  being  sliall  be,  and  are  hereby  impow- 
ered  and  authorized  to  be  conservators  of  the  peace 
within  the  said  borough;  and  shall  have  power  by  them- 
selves and  upon  their  own  view,  or  in  other  lawful  man- 
ner, to  remove  all  nuisances  and  incroachments  on  the 
said  streets  and  high  ways  within  the  borough  aforesaid 
as  they  shall  see  occasion:  with  power  also  to  arrest,  im- 
prison and  punish  rioters  and  other  breakers  of  the 
peace  or  good  behaviour,  award  process,  bind  to  the 
peace  or  behaviour,  commit  to  pi'ison,  and  to  make  Ka- 
lendarsof  the  prisoners  by  them  coiTimitted;  and  the 
same  to  return,  together  with  such  recognizances  and 
examinations  as  shall  be  by  them  taken,  to  the  next 
court  of  Quarter-sessions  of  the  County  of  Lancaster, 
there  to  be  proceeded  on  as  occasion  may  or  shall  re- 
quire; and  to  do  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things 
within  the  said  borough  as  fully  and  effectuall}',  to  all  in- 
tents and  pui'poses,  as  Justices  of  the  peace  in  their 
respective  counties  can  or  may  lawfully  do. 

But  before  any  of  the  said  Burgesses,  Constable,  Town 
clerk  or  other  officers,  shall  take  upon  them  the  cxecii: 
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tion  of  tlieir  respective  offices,  tliey  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  oaths  or  affiimations  of  allegiance,  and  such 
other  oaths  and  affirmations  as  are  by  the  laws  of  our 
government  in  such  cases  provided,  together  with  the 
oaths  or  affirmations  fur  the  clue  execulion  of  their  res- 
pective offices.  And  every  chief  Burgess  so  elected 
or  appointed  from  year  to  year  as  aforesaid,  shall  within 
ten  days  immediately  after  his  election,  present  him- 
self to  be  quaUfied,  by  taking  the  oaths  or  affirmations 
aforesaid,  before  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  or  be- 
fore such  other  persons  as  the  Governor  shall  think  fit  to 
appoint  for  that  purpose:  and  on  failure  of  his  so  present 
ing  himself,  unless  disabled  by  sickness  or  other  reason- 
able cause,  such  as  shall  be  allowed  of  by  the  Governor 
foithe  time  being,  another  cbie^' Hurgess  shall  fiom'time 
to  time,  and  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require,  be  appoint- 
ed in  the  stead  of  such  person  so  failing  to  appear  and 
qualify  himself  as  before  directed:  which  Burgess  so  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  shall 
and  may  enjoy  his  office  until  the  day  of  election  next 
ensuing  stich  his  appointment.  And  the  chief  Burgess 
having  qualified  himself  in  a  manner  aforesaid,  shall  and 
may  enter  upon  his  office;  and  the  other  Burgesses,  Con- 
stable, town  clerk,  or  other  officers  shall  and  may  qualify 
themselves  for  their  respective  offices  by  taking  &  sub- 
scribing the  oaths  or  affirmations  aforesaid  bi  fore  the  said 
chief  liurgess,  or  before  any  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  said  County  of  Lancaster  for  the  time  being,  who 
are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  administer  the 
same. 

And  we  do  further  grant  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, to  the  Burgessfs,  fieeholders  and  inhabitants, 
house-keepers  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  to  have, 
hold  and  keep  within  the  said  borough  t\vo  markets  in 
pach  week,  that  is  to  say,  one  market  on  Wednesday, 
and  one  market  on  Saturday  in  every  week  of  the  year 
fo^  ever  in  the  lot  of  ground  already  agreed  upon  for 
that  purpose  and  granted  for  that  use  by  Andrew  Ham- 
ilton, Ksq.  late  of  Philadelphia,  deceased,  as  by  tlie 
detds  thereof  to  John  Wright,  and  other  Trustees  for 
ihe  said  (bounty  of  Lancaster,  may  anpcar.  And  also 
two  fairs  therein  every  year,  the  first  to  begin  on  the 
fir>t  day  of  June  next  ensuing,  and  to  contiiuie  that  day 
and  the  next  day  followuig;  and  the  other  of  the  said 
fairs  to  begin  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October  follow- 
ing, and  to  continue  that  day  and  the  next  day  after. 
And  when  either  of  those  days  shall  happen  to  fall  on 
Sunday,  then  the  said  fairs  to  be  kept  the  next  day  or 
two  days  following  together,  with  the  free  liberties, 
customs,  profits  and  emolument,  to  the  said  markets 
and  fairs  belonging,  and  in  any-wise  appertaining,  for- 
ever. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  grant  and  ordain,  that 
there  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  market  for  the  said  borough, 
who  shall  have  the  assize  of  bread,  wine,  beer,  wood 
and  all  other,  provisions  brought  for  the  u-  e  of  the  said 
inhabitants,  who  shall  and  may  perform  all  things  be- 
longing to  the  office  of  a  clerk  of  the  market  within 
the  said  borough:  and  that  John  Morris  shall  be  the 
present  clerk  of  the  market,  who  shall  be  removable 
ibr  any  Malfeazance  in  his  office  by  the  Burgesses  and 
assistants  aforesaid,  and  another  from  time  to  time  ap- 
pointed and  removed  as  they  shall  find  it  necessary. 

And  we  do  further  grant  unto  the  said  Burgesse<^,high 
Constable  and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  as  much 
as  in  us  is.  That  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo- 
rough shall  be  hereafter  elected  to  the  office  of  Bur- 
gesses, high  Constable  or  assistants,  and  having  notice 
of  his  or  their  election,  shall  refuse  to  undertake  and  ex- 
ecute that  office  to  which  he  is  chosen,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  Burgesses,  high  Constable  and  assist- 
ants then  acting  to  impose  such  moderate  fines  on  the 
person  or  persons  so  refusing  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet;  so  always  that  such  fine  imposed  on  a  Burgess 
elect  do  not  exceed  ten  pounds,  and  the  Fine  on  the 
high  Constable  or  an  assistant  elect  do  not  exceed  five 
pounds,  each  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  of  the  party  ref  using,  by  warrant  under  the  hand 


and  seal  of  one  of  the  said  Burgesses,  or  any  otherlaw' 
ful  way  or  means  whatsoever,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Corpoiation.  And  in  any  such  case,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  inhabitants  to  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  some  other  fit  person  or  persons  in  the  stead  of 
such  who  shall  so  rirfuse.  ... 

And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for-the  said  burgesses 
high  constable  and  assistants  for  the  time  being  to  a>sem- 
ble  town  meetings  as  often  as  they  shall  find  occasion: 
At  which  meetings  they  may  make  such  ordinances  and 
rules,  not  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
the  said  province,  as  to  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  good 
government  of  the  said  IJorough.  And  the  same  rules 
and  orders  to  put  in  execution;  and  the  same  to  revoke, 
and  alter  and  make  anew  as  occasion  shall  require.— 
And  also  to  impose  such  mulcts  and  amerciaments  upon 
breakers  of  the  said  ordinances  as  to  the  makers  thereof 
shall  be  thought  reasonable;  to  be  levied  as  above  is  di- 
rected in  case  of  fines,  for  the  use  of  the  said  borough, 
without  rendering  any  account  thereof  to  us,  our  suc- 
cessors, or  to  the  proprietors  aforesaid,  their  heirs  or 
successors.  Also  at  the  said  meetings  to  mitigate  or 
release  the  said  fines  and  mulcts,  upon  the  submission 
of  the  parties. 

And  we  do  further  will  and  grant,  that  where  any 
doubts  shall  happen  to  arise  touching  this  present  char- 
ter, that  the  same  shall  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  be 
construed  and  taken  most  favourably  and  beneficially 
for  the  said  corporation. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our  let- 
ters to  be  made  patent.  Witness  Geor<;e  Tiomos,  Esq.; 
with  our  royal  approbation  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
province  aforesaid  under  Jo/ui  Fenn,  Thomns  Perm,  and 
Richard Penn,^i(\mres,  true  and  absolute  proprietaries 
of  (he  province  aforesaid,  and  of  the  counties  Newcastle 
Kent  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  the  first  day  of  May,  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  our  reign,  Anno  Domini,  1742. 

GEORGE  THOMAS. 

Lancaster  Borough,  ss. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  Charter  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  Lancas- 
ter and  province  of  Pennsylvania.    IN  TES- 

CL.S.J  TIVIOJNY  Whereof,  I  have  hereto  set 
my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Borough 
aforesaid  to  be  hereunto  affixed  the  first  Day 
ofDecember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou' 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty. 

JOHN  HOPSON,  Chief  Burgess. 


Reading,  May  23. 
On  Tuesday  evening  last,  we  had  heavy  and  repeated 
showers  of  rain  accompanied  by  sharp  flashes  of  light- 
ning  and  loud  claps  of  thunder.  At  about  4  o'clock  the 
county  ja  1  was  struck,  the  fluid  decending  through  the 
roof  and  chimney  near  the  eastern  end  of  the  edifice, 
tearing  a  hole  in  the  former  about  9  inches  in  diameter, 
descending  a  rafter  from  the  point  to  the  end,  complete- 
ly shattering  and  splintering  it,  and  finally  taking  the 
wall  to  the  bottom,  where  it  evaporated.  That  portion 
of  the  fluid  which  was  conducted  by  the  chimney,  en- 
tered a  room  in  the  second  story,  perforated  the  floor 
close  to  the  hearth  of  the  fire-place,  and  descended  in- 
to the  family  sitting  room  of  SheriffBickeUin  which  were 
his  daughter  &  two  grand-children  the  one  5  the  other  2 
years  of  age.  The  oldest  child  was  lying  on  the  carpet 
asleep,  and  the  youngest  on  Mrs.  B.'s  lap.  The  room 
was  represented  as  being  illuminated,  and  fears  were 
entertained  from  the  circumstance  that  the  child  on  the 
carpet  did  not  move,  although  the  clap  of  thunder  shook 
the  building  to  the  foundation,  it  had  been  struck.  It 
was  lifted  up  and  carried  by  a  neighbor  to  his  own  house 
and  did  not  become  perfectly  reanimated  for  several 
minutes.  We  are  glad  to  state  that  the  child  sustained 
no  injury,  and  was  in  a  few  hours  after  as  lively  as  usual. 
For  sevefal  hpurs,  a  strong  sulphurous  smell  pervaded 
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Ihe  whole  bunding.  It  is  conjectured  ttiat  had  the  fluid 
not  been  divided,  by  a  portion,  and  no  doubt  the  great- 
est, taking  the  lafier  as  a  conductor,  all  in  the  room 
would  have  perished. — Journal. 

READiNGj  Penn.  June  5. 

Our  enterprising  fellow-citizens,  Messrs.  Lane  and 
Orrick,  have  introduced  here  among  the  blacksmiths^ 
the  bituminous  coa.1  from  Clearfield  county,  via  the  U- 
nion  Canal.  AVe  yesterday  examined  a  cargo  recentl}' 
received^  but  claiming  no  credit  as  mineralogists,  we  of 
course  are  not  prepared  to  expaliate  upon  the  quality 
of  tliis  newly  introduced  fuel.  As  far  as  our  jud.i,'ment 
goes,  however,  we  deem  it  in  no  particular  inferior  to 
the  Liverpool  or  Virginia  coal.— .Berfo  Journal. 

The  York,  Pa.  Recorder  states  that  damage  was  done 
in  crops,  fences,  and  other  property,  in  the  south  eastein 
Section  of  that  county,  by  an  exce^sive  fall  of  rain  on 
Tuesday  week.  The  oldest  inhabitants  in  the  neighbor- 
hood assert,  that  they  never  before  witnessed  such  an 
out-pouring  of  the  waters.  It  appears  also  that  much 
injury  was  done  by  the  storm,  on  the  same  day,  in  Lan- 
caster county.  The  Journal  states  that  six  barns  were 
consumed  by  ligbtenin;.?,  several  mill  dams  destroyed, 
and  one  or  two  mill  houses  injured.  The  Conestoga 
rose  with  great  rapidity,  and  several  arks  and  rafis  from 
near  Safe  Harbour,  were  carried  down  the  Susquehan- 
na; their  fate  not  yet  ascertained. 

The  York, Pa.  Recorder,  says — "The  jail  of  this  coun- 
ty is  at  present  empty — not  an  individual  being  confined 
therein  for  crime  or  debt.  The  like  has  not  occurred 
before  fpr  nearly  two  years." 

York,  June  2. 
During  the  past  week  young  wild  pigeons  were  abun- 
dant in  this  neighbourhood.  A  considerable  number 
were  bagged,  but  instead  of  being  'as  fat  as  butter'  most 
of  them  proved  to  be  particularly  lean.  They  are  not 
jet  full  fledged,  and  are  comparatively  tame.  It  is  said 
that  in  some  pLces  they  have  done  much  injury  to  ap- 
ple orchards  by  eating  the  young  fruit. 


York,  fPa.J  June  2. 
There  is  in  the  Hospital  of  this  place  a  young  lady 
aged  sixteen  years  Elizabeth  Mundes  by  name, 
who  complains  somewhat  of  the  great  heat,  and  doubt- 
less not  without  good  cause.  She  is  in  height  4  feet  9 
inches, dimensions  round  the  abdominal  part  of  the  body 
5  feet  3  inches,  and  around  the  breast  4  feet  6  Indies. 
She  weighs  365  pounds.  She  would  make  a  fine  ap- 
pearance among  the  /acec?  ladies  on  a  Ball  Room  floor 
in  a  cold  winter  night- — Gaz. 


Easton,  Penn.  June  5. 

Several  sections  of  this  county,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Kaston,  sustained  considerable  injury  during  the 
storm  of  wind  and  rain,  whicli  visited  us  on  Friday  after- 
noon last.  A  great  number  of  fences  were  blown  down, 
trees  torn  up  by  the  roots,  barns  uncovered,  &c.  in  ex- 
posed situations,  fields  of  rye  and  wheat  also  suflfered 
materially,  the,  stalks  being  blown  over  and  broken  oflT 
by  the  violence  of  the  gust;  fortunately  it  came  tinac- 
eompanied  by  hail,  had  it  been  otherwise  our  farmers 
would  have  sustained  much  greater  losses. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  have  learnt  with  regret, 
that  there  has  been  hail  in  parts  of  Bethlehem  and  some 
o'her  more  remote  townships,  to  complete  the  destruc- 
tion of  grain,  and  that  the  rain  fell  so  abundaiitly  as  to 
sweep  away  entire  fields  of  corn. 

RAPID  TRAVELLING. 
The  new  Express  Line  of  splendid  post  coaches  be- 
tween this  city  and  Easton,  Pa.  owned  by  our  enterpris- 
ing mail  contractor,  James  Reeside,  left  Easton  this 


morning  at  four,  and  arrived  in  this  city  at  1  o'clock  and 
20  minutes,  performing  the  route  in  9  hours  and  20  min- 
utes, which  I  understand  is  the  shortest  passage  ever 
made  before.  *.  passek' ger.  " '> 


Tlie  Lehigh  Canal. — The  first  load  of  Coal  passed 
through  Leiiigh  port  lock  on  the  9lh  of  June.  TwO 
boats  laden  with  about  40  tons  and  drawn  by  one  horsey 
reached  us  in  safety  and  proceeded  on  Wednesday 
morning  to  Bethlehem.  The  indefatigable  manager. 
Friend  White,  was  on  board,  and  hundreds  of  our  citi- 
zens were  assembled  to  greet  him.         Lehigh  Her. 

Samuel  Hinkle,  the  supervisor  of  Northampton  town- 
ship dug  out  ot  the  road,  a  sandstone  weighing  between 
4  and  500  pounds,  as  round  as  a  cannon  ball.  He  in- 
tends to  send  it  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  the  ship 
Pennsylvania.  lb. 

In  an  excursion  on  the  Broad  Mountain,  in  Schuylkill 
county,  during  the  past  week,  we  were  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  finding  it  literally  alive  with  Locusts.  Every 
tree,  bush  and  even  the  gi-ound  appears  covered  with 
these  merry  insects.  Thty  do  not  appear  there,  as  we 
were  informed  annually,  and  it  lacks  five  of  the  seven, 
teen  years,  since  we  were  last  visited  by  them  in  this 
quarter.  Heading  paper. 

AVlsuiNGTOJr,  (Penn.)  May  30. 
Multitudes  of  the  migratory  locust  have  made  llieirap- 
peaiance  within  the  present  week  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, and  they  are  beginiung  to  locate  on  the  fruit  and 
forest  trees. 


Major  "Wilson,  Engineer  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail  road, 
and  Col.  De  Witt  Clinton,  lingineer  of  the  Juniata  Ca- 
nal,  have  resigned  their  offices. 

Mercer,  Pa.,  May  23.— A  number  of  families  arrived 
in  this  village  from  England  during  this  week.  'J'hey 
will  settle  in  this  vicinity,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr. 
North,  by  whom  they  were  induced  to  emigrate.  Tiiey 
appear  like  able  and  good  faimers,  and  will  be  an  ac- 
cession of  no  little  consequence  to  the  county. —  Gazette, 

Numerous  draught  of  Fish. — The  subscribers  hoisted 
a  common  hoop  net  out  of  the  River  Schuylkill  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1829,  which  had  been  in  the  water  only 
forty-eight  hours,  containing  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine fish,  and  one  tish's  head,  and  two  turtles;  (the 
tislr  were  all  cat  fish  except  about  ^a  dozen  which  were 
scale  fish.)  Yet  the  net  was  not  broken.  The  fish- 
were  truly  counted. 

Though  we  are  not  fishermen,  yet  we  challenge  our 
neighbours,  or  those  who  please  to  excel  this  in  multi- 
tude; taking  the  same  means. 

Samcei  Wiliaueh,. 
Coventry  Township.  Wm.  Werslek, 

Marietta,  Pa.  June  S. 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal^- 
between  this  place  and  Columbia,  about  60  buildings 
have  sprung  up  like  mushrooms,  along  the  line,  almost 
connecting  Marietta  and  Columbia  into  one  continued 
town.  The  middle,  also,  may  vie  in  population  and  bus- 
tle,, with  both  the  extremes. 


Orwtgshurg,  Schuylkill  co.  Pa.  Jan.  5. 
The  resources  of  our  county  are  becoming  daily  deve- 
loped. Within  the  last  week  an  extensive  body  of  Iron 
Ore  has  been  discovered  on  the  property  of  Air.  John 
Dribert,  a  few  hundred  yards  from  this  borough,  near 
the  turnpike  leading  to  Pottsville.  They  have  already 
dug  down  a  considerable  depth  and  bored  still  further, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  large  body.  The  ore  is 
pronounced  to  be  of  the  first  quality.  A  few  acres  of 
the  land  was  this  morning  sold  to  a  gentleman  of  Read- 
ing for  1800  dollars. 
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Appointments  iy  the  Governor. 

John  L.  Woolf,  esq.  to  be  Clerk  of  the  OrphansCourt 
for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelpliia,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  VVilham  Hunkle,  jr.  removed. 

KichMrd  Porter,  esq.  to  be  I'ruthonotary  of  the  county 
of  York,  in  the  place  of  Gen.ftSlcliael W.A'sh,  removed. 

r'rederii'k  Eichelberffer,  esq.  to  be  Hearisterand  Re- 
corder of  the  county  of  York,  in  the  place  of  Jacob  B. 
Wentz,  esq.  removed. 


A  Boylestown,  Butks  co.  Fa.  June  1. 
It  is  surprising'  to  see  with  what  rapidity  veg'etation 
has  put  forlli  in  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  Tlie  win- 
ter grain,  whicli  from  the  backwardness  of  the  season 
looked  unpromising,  lias  come  forward  astonishingly. 
A  few  days  ago  we  were  induced  to  measure  one  or  two 
stalks  of  Rye,  plucked  promiscuously  out  of  tiie  lot  of 
Dr.  Charles  Meredith,  immediately  back  of  our  office, 
and  found  them  to  be  about  seven  feet  in  length.  If  we 
do  not  mistake,  this  is  rather  an  unusual  length  for  this 
season  of  the  year.  The  appearance  of  the  oats,  corn 
and  grass,  leads  the  Imsbandman  to  hope  a  rich  reward 
for  his  toil. 


COAL  TRADE  OF  THK  SCHUYLKILL. 

Shipments  of  Coal  from  Mount  Carbon  to  Philadel- 
phia: —  Tuns. 
Week  ending-  6th  inst.  101  boats  carrying-  2,713 

Per  last,  report,  545    do.       do.   1 4,907 


Total. 


646 


17,620 


Up  to  the  present  time  last  )'ear,  the  amount  of  coal 
sent  to  market  was  12,961  tons.  The  quantity  sent 
down  tliis  season  amounts  to  17^620  tons,  h  aving-  a  bal- 
ance in  favour  of  tlie  present  season  of  4,659  tons.  Our 
readei-s  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  the  navigation 
opened  two  weeks  later  tliis  season  than  in  1828.  On 
ho  occasion,  we  believe,  did  the  weekly  quantity  last 
year  amount  to  2,000  tons — this  year  it  has  amounted  to 
2,713,  and  may, in  a  short  time,  amount  to  i,OQi)  tons  per 
wetk. — Miner's  Journal. 


LUMBER  OF  THE  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Baltimore,  June  3. 

Among  the  various  articles  of  commerce  of  the  Sus- 
quheannu  river,  that  of  Lumber  forms  an  item  of  no  in- 
considerable importance.  Our  attention  has  frequently 
been  attracted  to  tlie  large  rafts,  within  the  last  foi-t- 
night,  as  they  moved  slowly  up  to  Baltimore  with  the 
tide,  extending  apparently  a  mile  in  length,  with  here 
and  there  a  house  upon  them,  sufficiently  large  for  the 
comfortable  accommodation  of  half  a  dozen  men;  but 
we  tliought  little  more  on  the  subject,  until  in  conver- 
sation witli  an  inspector,  on  Monday  afternoon,  on  in- 
teri-ogating  him  with  regard  to  the  probable  quantity  in 
one  of  tliese  rafts  or  floats,  which  consist  of  a  number  of 
rafts,  confined  together,  vi^ere  astonished  to  hear  him 
say  that  in  the  year  1812,  he  inspect'.-d  one  float  whirh 
contained  upwards  of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand 
feet  of  plank  and  boards!  Tiie  quantity  was  enormous- 
ly large,  to  be  sure — and  he  informed  that  the  ai-ticle 
was  all  purchased  for  a  foreign  market,  at  three  differ- 
ent prices,  averaging  something  like  §25  per  1000  feet. 

On  inquii-y  yesterday,  of  a  dealer  in  the  article,  we 
wer^i  informed  that  a  calcidation  had  been  made  within 
a  day  or  two,  antl  the  result  was  that  something  like 
eight  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  had  been  brought  to  this 
market,  this  season,  from  the  Susquehanna  river;  and 
that  in  one  float,  in  which  he  had  300,000  feet,  there 
were  three  millions  of  feet.'  this  float  ai-rived  about  ten 
days  since.  Ourinlormant  fui-thermore  stated,  that  the 
rafts  Vv-hich  composed  this  mammoth  float,  were  brought 
from  Chenango  and  Broome  counties,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  state  of  New-York,  (about  400  miles  by  wa- 
ter from  this  city,)  where  seven-eighths  of  the  lumber 


is  collected  with  which  this  market  is  supplied — and 
that  by  computation,  there  has  not  been  quite  so  much 
lumber  received  here  this  season  as  there  was  the  last, 
and  the  prices  not  quite  as  .good,  the  diflference  being 
only  in  this — that  last  year  the  mai-ket  price  was  9,  17 
anil  23  dollars  per  M.  according  to  the  diflTerent  quali- 
ties, either  in  cash  or  on  time,  with  interest;  whereass 
now  tlie  sales  are  at  the  same  pi-ices,  but  on  a  credit  of 
four  and  six  months,  witliout  interest.  The  Susquehan- 
na lumber,  we  undei-stand,  is  now  all  in  market  that 
may  be  expected  tliis  year,  as  it  is  oidy  during  the 
spring  months,  when  the  river  is  full,  tiiat  it  can  be 
floated  down.  Chronicle,  - 


PREMIUMS. 

The  editors  of  this  paper  are  authorized  to  ofrer,(and 
pledge  themselves  for  the  performance,)  a  gold  niedal 
vl  itli  a  suitable  inscription,  value  one  hundred  dollars, 
or  a  piece  of  plate  of  equal  value,  for  the  best  essay,  (its 
merits  to  be  decided  on  by  competent  and  impartial 
judgis,)  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  wages  generally  paid 
to  seamstresses,  spoolet  s,  spinners,  shoe-binders.  &c.  to 
purchase  food,  i-aiment  and  clothing;  on  the  effects  oF 
that  inadequacy  upon  the  happiness  and  morals,  not 
merely  of  the  females,  but  of  their  families,  when  they 
have  any;  and  on  the  probability  that  those  low  wages 
frequently  force  poor  women  to  the  choice  between 
dishonour  and  the  absolute  want  of  common  necessa- 
ries. The  whole,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
permit,  to  be  corroborated  with  facts  and  to  embrace 
an  inquiry  whethertliose  evils  are  susceptible  of  reme- 
dy or  alleviation;  and  if  so,  by  what  mea  ts. 

All  communications  to  be  post  paid,  and  to  be  ac- 
companied  with  private  marks,  whereby  the  author  may 
be  known. 

P.  S.  'I'lie  essays  are  expected  to  be  delivered  on  or 
betore  the  first  day  of  November  next.        U.S.  Gaz. 


We  had  yesterday  afternoon,  a  thundergust,  and  hes?- 
vy  showei-s  of  rain,  in  which,  for  a  few  minutes,  hail  fell 
very  thickly,  of  the  size  of  a  musket  ball.       June  1. 

The  Pennsyloania  Inquirer,  a  daily  evening  journal 
made  its  first  appearance  in  this  city,  on  Monday,  the 
ist  inst. 


Reai,  Estate. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mi-s.  Sarah 
Twells  was  sold  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Merchants' 
CofTee-House,  by  Messrs.  T.  B.  Freeman  and  Son,  (or 
$103,637.  The  appraisement,  we  understand,  was 
§100,641. 

The  two  lots  oil  Mai-ket-street,  between  Fourth  and 
fifth-streets,  measuring  54  feet  10  inches  in  front  by 
125  feet  in  depth,  were  sold  for  860,200.  The  houses, 
which  are  old,  will  be  taken  down  by  the  purchasers. 


Beligious. — The  first  Presbyterian  Church  of  South- 
wark  was,  May  31st,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God. 

Preaching  was  also  had  for  the  fit-st  time  in  the  ses= 
sion  room,  in  the  basement  story  of  the  tenth  Presbyte- 
rian church  of  this  city,  corner  of  12th  &  Walnut  st. 


Abiah  Sharpe,  on  the  5th  inst,  was  elected  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Cook, 
resigned. 


Passyunk  Township .—  \.  bunch  of  Asparagus  was  cut 
by  Mr.  Kadolph  Field,  on  Friday  last,  6  inches  iong,aiid 
ISheads,  Vfeighing  3  pountls  1  ounce. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  MEJIOIU  OF 

MAJOR  GENERAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

[Fiom  tlie  Caskft.] 
C  Continued  from  page  391.^ 

So  soon  as  General  Wayne  was  released  by  the  court 
martial,  which  had  been  convened  for  the  trial  of  General 
Lee,  he  rejoined  tlie  main  army  at  White  Plains."while 
the  troops  were  encamped  at  this  phtce  some  leisure 
was  enjoyed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers,  which  afford- 
ed them  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  grievances 
tolheir  beloved  commander-in-chief^  grievances  which, 
in  active  service,  if  thought  of,  they  certainly  would 
have  refrained  from  mentioning.  Among  the  complaints  of 
Gfficers,preeminently  existed  that  of  rank, which  no  mili- 
tary man  of  spirit  will  suffer  to  be  infringed,  longer  than 
he  is  without  the  means  of  redress.  General  Washing- 
ton had  repeatedly  written  to  Congress  on  this  interest- 
ing subject,  and  at  length  he  was  obliged  to  speak  in 
the  following  terms,  "It  is  not  without  reluctance  that 
I  am  constrained  to  renew  my  importunities  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  committee  of  arrangements.  Not  an  hour 
passes  without  new  applications,  and  new  complaints 
about  rank.  There  are  several  gooil  officers  now  who 
are  forced  to  decline  duty  to  prevent  dispute;  and  their 
being  commanded  by  others,  who  upon  every  principle 
are  their  inferiors;  unless  their  having  obtained  commis- 
sions before  tiiem,  from  the  opportunities  they  had  of 
making  earlier  applications  from  local  circumstances, 
should  be  deemed  sufficient  to  give  them  a  superior 
claim."  The  General  further  proceeds,  "I  should  also 
hope  that  Congress  will  excuse  me  for  mentioning  again 
the  necessity  there  is  for  appointing  some  Brigadiers — 
I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  service  requires 
promotions  in  this  line." 

General  Wayne  being  aware  of  these  grievances, 
and  always  desirous  to  promote  the  benefit  of  the  ser- 
vice in  general,  and  particularly  anxious  to  advance  the 
welfare  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  to  secure  to  its  of- 
ficers the  rank  justly  due  to  each,  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  a  very  influential  and  distinguished  public 
character,  in  which  he  brings  to  view,  so  far  as  respects 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  the  subject  to  which  the  comman- 
der-in-chief refers,  rank  and  deficiency  of  Brigadiers. 

"Your  very  polite  favour  of  the  8th  tilt.  1  have  just 
received.  I  wish  with  you  that  it  had  been  in  )our 
power  to  give  full  satisfaction  to  our  worthy  fellows  in 
the  article  of  clothing.  Their  distresses  are  great,  but 
there  is  a  distant  prospect  of  those  distresses  being  alle- 
viated in  some  degree,  though  not  so  amply,  or  so  soon, 
as  the  season  and  their  wretched  condition  requires. — 
Should  the  enemy  operate  to  the  eastward,  as  from 
present  appearances  they  intend  it,  we  shall  be  like  Ma- 
homet and  the  mountain,  if  the  clothing  will  not  come 
to  us,  we  will  go  to  the  clothing. 

When  General   was  at  camp,  I  believe  the 

state  of  Pennsylvania  was  considered  to  have  but  two 
brigades  in  the  field,  I  wish  to  put  this  matter  in  a  fair 
point  of  view. 

Kxclusive  of  the  two  brigades  with  this  army,  which  in 
health, number,  and  discipline  are  second  to  none  on  the 
ground,  we  have  three  hundred  rank  and  file  with  Col- 
onel William  Butler  on  the  Mohawk  river;  five  indepen- 
dent companies  at  West  Point,  on  Hudson  river;  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  rank  and  file  with  Colonel  Brod- 
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head,  at  Pittsburg;  and  Colonel  Hartley's  regiment  at 
Sunbury;  which  was  totally  raised  in  Penns)  Ivania,  and 
either  is  or  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  stale,  so  that 
counting  only  on  two  brigadiers,  is  unjust  and  ungener- 
ous; as  the  troops  which  I  have  now  mentioned  would, 
if  together,  make  a  stronger  effective  brigade  than  any 
in  the  service — add  to  this  ;hat  all  the  troops  we  have 
in  the  field  are  entitled  during  the  war,  whilst  the  troops 
of  almost  every  other  state  are  only  engaged  for  three 
years,  or  draughts  for  eight  months,  so  that  on  the  first 
of  January,  we  shall  have  more  continental  troops  in 
the  field  than  any  other  state  in  the  whole  confederacyj 
but  not  so  many  general  officers,  having-  but  one  brig- 
adier General  for  the  three  brigades.  1  must  acknowl- 
edge that  I  am  much  pleased  to  find  that  General  , 

altiiough  a  g'ood  officer,  was  absolutely  appointed  for 
North  Carolina,  for  was  he  to  take  a  command  in  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  we  should  inevitably  lose  Colonel 
William  Irvine,  than  whom  there  is  not  a  better  officer 
in  the  army. 

He  was  a  senior  colonel  to  General  Matters 

being  thus  situated,  is  it  not  an  injury  to  Pennsylvania, 
not  to  have  the  benefit  of  her  proportion  of  general  of- 
ficers; which  ought  to  be  at  least  three  brigadiers,  if  the 
number  of  troops  be  the  criterion  by  which  to  deter- 
mine, and  is  it  not  a  prejudice  to  their  offiers,  who  are 
entitled  to  promotiun,  to  be  so  long  neglected? 

If  I  am  rig-htly  instructed, there  is  a  resolve  of  Congress 
reserving  to  prisoners  their  rank  and  promotion  in 
the  line  as  soon  as  exchanged,  if  this  be  the  case,  I 
doubt  not  but  Colonel  Irvine's  merit,  capacity  and  con- 
duct as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  will  entitle  him  to 
that  rank,  which  he  would  have  held,  had  he  not  un- 
fortunately been  made  a  prisoner.  He  was  senior  col- 
onel to  either  .  .  .  .or  

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  subject  as  I  fear  re- 
signations,so  soon  as  the  campaign  ends,  of  some  of  our 
best  officers,  I  am  confident,  if  a  few  principal  officers 
should  lead  the  way,  that  the  contagion  will  spread  in 
our  line,  as  many  have  no  other  inducement  to  contin- 
ue in  the  army,  than  rank  and  love  of  country.  Extend 
to  them  the  fo"mer,  and  as  you  cannot  deprive  them  of 
the  latter,  not  one  of  them  will  quit  the  service,  altho' 
neither  rank  nor  love  of  country  alone  will  furnish  him 
with  bread  at  a  future  day. 

With  these  impressions  I  atn,  dear  sir, 

YotU'  very  obedient  servant. 
Honorable  Robert  Morris.  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

During  the  campaign  of  1778,  a  few  very  valuable 
colonels,  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  were  detached  on 
distant  expeditions,  with  each  of  whom  the  Gi.-neral  cor- 
responded in  the  most  free  and  affectionate  manner,  and 
gave  them,  not  only  the  current  news  of  the  dav,  but 
all  interesting  circumstances  relative  to  the  army.  Of 
the  number  detached  was  Colonel  Thomas  Hartley,  on 
a  very  irksome  expedition  against  the  savages;  wliom 
the  General  thus  addressed  on  the  subject  of  Colonel 
Baylor's  disaster  in  New  .Jersey. 

Dear  Hahtlkt — "Your  interesting  address  of  the 
2d  ult.  has  been  received.  I  should  liave  been  happy 
in  sharing  the  few  laurels  that  have  offered  with  my 
friend  and  brother  soldier;  and  although  fate  destined 
you  to  make  war  in  another  quarter,  it  is  not  against  a 
more  savage  foe. 
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It  is  with  pain  I  am  to  inform  J'ou  of  the  disaster  of 
poor  Colonel  Baylor,  and  his  reg'iment  of  light  dra- 
goons. 

A  few  days  since,  the  enemy  made  a  decent  on  New- 
Jersey,  where  that  corps  and  otl)er  troops  were  station- 
ed. After  drawing  their  attention  to  the  front,  near 
Hackensack,  a  large  body  of  British  troops  landed  at 
Dobbs'  ferry  in  the  night,  and  by  the  aid  and  guidance 
of  caitiff  tories,  fell  into  the  rear  of  Baylor,  surprised 
him  with  his  detachment,  consisting  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  men, in  their  beds,  refused  any  quarter,  and  in 
cold  blood  most  barbarously  and  mercilessly  put  to  the 
bayonet,  men  naked  and  unarmed,  begging  for  com- 
passion, being  incapable  of  resistance. 

Among  the  dead  is  Major  Clow,  with  several  other  of- 
ficers. Colonel  Baylor  is  yet  alive,  but  supposed  to  be 
mortally  wounded,  having  three  stabs  in  his  body.  One 
officer,  a  captain,  with  ten  men,  was  surrounded  in  the 
house  where  he  was  quartered, for  the  men  were  canton- 
ed in  different  houses,  he  offered  to  surrender  if  they 
would  give  him  quarters,  which  they  peremptorily  re- 
fused, and  ordered  the  d  d  rebel  to  be  bayonetted. 

He  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  which  he  fired  in  the  face 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  party,  which  opened  the 
way  for  himself  and  companions  to  escape.  I  cannot 
find  that  they  gave  quarters  to  any — though  many  are 
still  alive  ctivered  with  wounds,  who  may  yet  survive  to 
avenge  the  fate  of  their,  unfortunate  comrades.  This 
will  be  a  severe  stroke  on  the  ancient  dominion;  as  we 
have  heard,  which  I  sincerely  hope  may  not  turn  out  to 
be  the  fact,  that  several  young  fellows  of  family  have 
fallen,  among  others  a  captain  Fitztew. 

The  caitiffs  retired  with  the  utmost  precipitation,  on 
hearing  that  a  body  of  troops  were  in  full  march  to  re- 
turn the  compliment. 

The  enemy  have  carefully  avoided  a  general  action, 
but  they  have  taken  every  opportunity  of  striking  our 
small  parties,  which  as  in  this  instance,  being  masters 
of  the  water,  they  are  enabled  to  facilitate. 

His  excellency  received,  some  time  since,  a  very  po- 
lite letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  thanking  him  for  the 
humanity  and  attention  with  which  the  wounded  and 
prisoners  were  treated  after  the  battle  of  Monmouth; 
with  an  assurance  that  such  officers  and  privates  belong- 
ing to  us,  as  the  fortune  of  war  should  throw  into  his 
power,  should  experience  the  like  treatment. 

1  hope,  indeed  1  cannot  doubt,  that  his  excellency 
has  thanked  him  in  turn,  and  solemnly  asstu-ed  him  that 
he  has  a  just  sense  of  the  acknowledgment  which  he 
has  made,  and  that  he  has  cheerfully  received  it  as  a 
pledge  that,  on  alt  future  occasions,  the  American  pris- 
oners will  experience  similar  humanity  and  attention. 

A  packet  has  just  arrived  from  F.ngland,  we  there- 
fore expect  a  movement  of  some  kind  to  take  place  im- 
mediately; but  whether  they  will  act  in  Amer  ca,  or 
withdraw  their  forces,  time  alone  will  determine.  For 
my  part  1  think  De  Estaing's  fleet  and  Boston  are  the 
most  likely  objects.  I  am  not  quite  so  sanguine  as 
some  others  about  their  acknowledging  our  indepen- 
dence, without  a  further  contest,  especially  as  they 
have  just  now  sent  a  fi-esh  reinforcement  of  3,000  meii 
from  England  to  New  York;  so  that,  in  all  probability; 
we  may  yet  fight  and  conquer  side  by  side.  I  dread  in- 
finitely more  the  length  &f  the  British  purse  than  that 
of  their  bayonets. 

I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteen>. 

Your  friend  and  most  ob'dt.  humble  servant. 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

Colonel  Hartley. 

Jt  was  said,  and  the  assertion  has  appeared  of  histor- 
ical record  from  the  time,  that  the  villainous  and  bar- 
barous butchery  which  General  Wayne  mentions,  was 
perpetrated  by  the  positive  orders  of  the  demon  Gray, 
who  it  appears,  was  the  only  general  officer  in  the  Brit- 
ish army  that  was  totally  devoid  of  humanity,and  regard- 
less of  every  principle  of  honourable  warfare. 

While  Sir  Henry  and  the  British  array  were  feasting 


themselves,  in  New  York  and  its  vicinity,  on  delicacies, 
and  partaking  of  parties,  balls,  &c.  as  well  as  attending- 
plays,eshibitions,&c.  General  Washington  and  his  army, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  Hudson,wliile  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  were  enjo)ing  little  more  than  the 
mental  luxury  of  c(  nsciousness  that  they  were  defending 
a  glorious  cause.  However  one  pageani,m2ir\y  of  his  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  had  the  satisfaction,  of  witnessing, 
namely,  the  procession,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  of  the 
convention  troops,  Borgoyne's  captured  army,  consist- 
ing of  many  thousand  British  and  Germans. 

Five  hundred  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  properly  of- 
ficered and  equipped,  hatl  the  pleasure,  not  to  say 
honor,  of  escorting  those  convention  troops  from  the- 
Connecticut  and  New  York  boundary,  as  fiu-  as  Sussex 
Court  House,  New  Jersey.  For  this  excursion,  as  ap- 
pearsfrom  the  following  letter.they  were  indebted  to  the 
obstinacy  of  the  Connecticut  militia,  who  refused  march- 
ing as  an  escort  to  the  captured  army,  furiber  than 
their  own  state  line. 

Sin — "His  excellency  has  just  receired  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Bland,  advising  him  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a 
delay  in  the  advance  of  the  Convention  troops,  after 
they  arrive  at  Sharon,  where  the  van  would  be  lasi 
night.  The  Connecticut  militia  are  unwilling  to  come 
further  than  the  boundary  of  their  own  state.  He,  there- 
fore, requests  that  yon  will  as  soon  as  possible  get  50O 
men  ofyotu-  division  clothed,  that  they  may  mai-ch  in- 
stantly towards  Sharon.  1  he  commanding  officer 
should  be  younger  than  Colonel  Bland." 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 

General  Wayne.  Nov.  21st,  1778, 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  General  Wayne  immediately  proceeded  to  select 
the  officers  and  men  required,  and  in  a  few  hours  des- 
patched them  to  Colonel  Bland,  accompanied  with  the 
following  message. 

Fredtrichshurg,  2\st,  Nov.  1778. 

Dear  Bland — T  find  that  the  Connecticut  militia  are 
militia,  I  send  you  soldiers. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  to  your  notice  Major  Fish- 
bourn.    He  wishes  to  attend  as  volunteer  aid  to  a  de- 
tachment which  I  hope  will  not  discredit  the  American 
troops. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hay, who  commands  it,  is  an  Irish- 
man and  a  soldier.  I  wish  you  a  pleasant  tour,  and  am, 
with  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 

Your's  most  sincerely. 

Colonel  Bland.  ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

Major  Fishbourn,  one  of  General  Wayne's  aids,  e 
charming  young  fellow,  who  accompan  ed  the  detach- 
ment, paid  the  following  compliment  to  Burgoyne's  of- 
ficers. 

Dear  General — I  no'^'  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  first  division  of  the  Bi-itish  crossed  this 
river  yesterday — the  second  division  will  cross  tomorrow 
and  so  on  in  succession  until  the  whole  are  passed. 

t.et  me  inform  you  my  dear  General,  that  the  officera 
of  the  army,  are  in  general  well  behaved  gentlemen, 
and  confident  I  am  that  nothing  they  can  say  will  tend 
to  the  disadvantage  of  our  army,  so  well  bred  are  they„ 
and  strictly  observe  the  rules  of  politeness,  that  wc  may 
truly  say  they  understand  the  graces. 

When  the  troops  are  all  over  I  shall  join  you  at  King'* 
Ferry,  Dear  General,  your's  sincerely, 

-  '  B.  FISHBOURN. 

General  Wayne.  Nov.  26th,  1778. 

As  in  the  early  part  of  the  campaign  of  1777,  so  m 
the  latter  part  of  that  of  1778,  General  Wayne  was  ad- 
dressed by  many  of  his  former  political  associates  on  the 
subject  of  the  jarring  views  and  interests  of  the  people 
within  his  native  state.  All  those  communications  de- 
sired his  presence,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  pro- 
curement ofrelieffrom  men  and  measures,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  writers,  w?re  rapidly  degrading  the  state- 
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It  would  appear  that  the  gentlemen,  who  addressed 
him,  were  ftlso  desirous  that  he  shoulcliend  his  presence, 
aid  and  interest  in  obtaining  the  call  of  Convention,  for 
the  purpose  of  amending-  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

As  the  princip;il  object  of  this  memoir  is  to  exhibit 
the  military,  and  not  the  political  character  of  General 
Wayne;  only  one  of  those  addresses,  and  his  reply,  will 
fee  noticed.  Their  brevity,  as  well  as  the  justice  of 
shewing  the  estimation  in  which  Genenil  Wayne  was 
held  as  a  private  citizen,  by  some  of  the  most  celebrat- 
ed men  in  the  state,  will  be,  no  doubt,  a  sufficient  apol- 
ogy for  their  introduction. 

Dear  Sir — Affairs  now  wear  a  very  pi  'asing  aspect  in 
Pennsylvania.  A  majority  of  the  members  elected  for 
the  Assembly,  are  sincerely  and  warmly  disposed  to 
rescue  their  country  from  tyranny  and  from  confempt. 
In  the  county  of  Chester  there  has  been  a  double  return 
of  members  and  a  new  election  may  perhaps  be  the  con- 
sequence of  it.  Your  presence  in  that  county  and  in 
this  city,  during  this  important  conjuncture,  will  be  of 
«ign%l  service  in  many  respects,  which  we  forbear  to 
mention  in  a  letter.  The  situation  of  the  army  will 
probably  admit  of  your  absence  for  some  time  from 
camp.  Let  us,  therefore,  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  here  as  soon  as  possible.  Matters  are  now  approach- 
ing to  a  crisis;  and  in  a  few  weeks  it  will  be  determin- 
ed whether  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  shall  be  happy  un- 
der a  good  Constitution:  or  be  oppressed  by  one  the 
ssiost  detestable  that  ever  was  founded.  We  need  say 
no  more  to  induce  you  to  be  with  us. 

We  are  your  very  humble  servants. 

Signed,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 

MARK  BIRD, 
JONATHAN  POTTS, 
EDWARD  BIDDLE, 
SAMUEL  POTTS, 
JAMES  WILSON. 

Fredericksburg,  23d  Nov.  1778. 

Geritlemen — It  affords  me  the  sincerest  pleasure  to 
hear  that  our  state  is  likely  to  be  rescued  from  usurpa- 
tion and  tyrarmy  with  which  she  has  been  too  long  op- 
pressed. Slie  once  stood  on  high  ground,  and  I  have 
the  most  flattering  hope  that  her  present  leaders  will 
place  her  there  again. 

The  army  is  on  the  point  of  moving — as  soon  as  we 
reach  the  place  destined  for  winter  quarters  I  shall  try 
to  be  with  you,  and  will  most  cheerfully  contribute  my 
small  influence  towards  restoring  the  shattered  Consti- 
tution of  my  native  state. 

Present  my  best  wishes  to  our  friends  in  Assembly, 
and  believe  me,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem. 
Yours  most  sincerely, 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 

Messrs.  Thomas  Mifilin,  &c. 

Although  the  returns  of  members  for  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  the  autum  of  1778,  were  not  made  up  of  a 
majority  of  precisely  such  men  as  the  truly  patriotic  had 
anticipated,  yet  an  unusually  large  portion  of  talent  and 
worth  were  brought  into  the  Legislature;  of  which  no 
stronger  evidence  could  have  been  given  than  the  elec- 
tion of  Joseph  Reed  to  the  presidency  of  the  council; 
and  of  course  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  state.  This 
gentleman  was  both  an  accomplished  military  officer, 
and  a  deeply  read  citizen,  to  which  he  added 
Btern  integrity  and  indefatigable  industry,  precious 
pledges  to  both  the  citizens  and  soldiers,  that,  so  far  as 
depended  on  him,  justice  would  be  fully  and  promptly 
dispensed  to  each;  and  never  were  moral  pledges  more 
faithfully  redeemed. 

Under  the  auspices  of  this  distinguished  man,  the  state 
rose  into  consequence,  not  only  in  her  own  estimation, 
but  in  that  of  the  sister  republics: 

If  the  citizen  or  soldier  long  complained  of  a  griev- 
ance, the  means  of  redress  was  not  within  the  exclusive 
control  of  this  worthy  and  excellent  man.    He  lived  to 


see  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  soon  after  which 
he  went  to  rest,  universally  regretted  in  death  as  he  had 
been  beloved  in  life. 

In  the  autumn  of  1778,  Gen.  Washington,  after  wri-, 
ting  to  Congress  on  the  necessity  of  cloiliin.a:  the  soldie- 
ry of  the  army— thus  addressed  the  board  of  war  on  that 
of  his  officers: 

"The  incessant  and  pressing  application'^  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  their  real  distress  for  clothing,  oblige  me  to 
repeat  my  wishes  to  the  board  to  obtain  the  earliest  di- 
rections of  Congress  for  relieving  their  wants.  They 
are  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation  in  this  rc-spect,  and 
unless  some  mode  can  be  adopted  for  speedily  supply- 
ing them,  many  of  them  will  be  obliged  involuntarily  to 
quit  the  service,  or  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  we 
shall  be  involved  in  perpetual  complaints,  and  the  most 
painful  applications." 

General  Wayne,  ever  solicitous  for  the  comfort  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  thug 
spread  before  the  president  of  council  tlu  ir  situation  a» 
to  clothing,  &c.  but  especially  that  of  the  oflicers. 

Mill-s/one,  28th  Dec.  1778. 
"Sir — I  should  have  long  since  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt ofyour's  of  the  25th  of  October,  but  expected  the 
.pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  in  Philadelphia.  The  man- 
oeuvres of  the  enemy,  up  the  North  river,  have  put  us  so 
far  back  in  hutting,  that  all  the  Pennsylvania  line  are,  at 
this  inclement  season,  exposed  to  wind  and  weather  in 
their  old  tents,  one  third  of  them  quite  destitute  of 
blankets  and  without  hats — suffering  every  possible  ex- 
treme of  fatigue  and  cold,  to  which  the  officers  are  also 
exposed,  and  that  in  a  situation  still  more  intolerable 
than  the  soldiery.  The  hitter  having  good  uniform 
coats  and  under  clothing — whilst  the  former  are  actual- 
ly so  naked  as  not  to  be  fit  to  appear  on  parade. 

You  will  perhaps  ask  why  these  officers  did  not  pur- 
chase clothing  far  theinselves.  1  answer,  for  very  sub- 
stantial reasons — among  others  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency  is  not  the  least,  but  the  real  cause  was  a  resolve 
of  the  honorable  Congress,  passed  long  since,  directing 
or  recommending  the  several  states  to  furnish  their  offi- 
cers not  only  with  clothing,  but  all  other  necessaries  at 
a  moderate  rate,  and  in  proportion  to  their  pay.  In 
consequence  of  which  resolve,  a  quantity  of  cloth  was 
purchased  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose , 
about  this  time  twelve  months;  and  they  were  made  to 
believe,  that  they  would  all  be  furnished  agreeably  to 
the  returns  and  measures  sent  for  the  purpose.  In  this 
they  have  been  egregiously  deceived — not  a  single  uni- 
form has  come  to  camp;  and  if  any  officer  or  officers 
have  been  furnished  with  clothing,  it  is  not  those  who 
now  are  and  always  have  been  doing  their  duty  in  the 
field,  and  who  are  not  callous  to  their  present  suffer- 
ings,  but  are  conscious  of  meriting  some  attention 
from  their  state,  although  they  have  not  as  yet  experi- 
enced any.  Whilst  the  officers  of  Other  states  are  sup- 
plied with  almost  every  necessary  suitable  for  gentle- 
men and  soldiers,  at  a  moderate  rate,  and  at  less  than 
one  sixth  part  of  what  we  are  obliged  to  pay  for  articles 
that  we  cannot  possibly  do  without.  This  discrimina- 
tion among  officers,  fighting  in  the  same  cause,  and  ser- 
ving in  the  same  army,  produces  feelings  not  the  most 
pleasant. 

I  know  it  must  give  you  much  concern  to  hear  a  rep- 
etition of  those  grievances,  especially  as  they  are  but 
too  just,  and  yet  remain  unredressed.  Give  me  leave 
to  assure  you,  that  whatever  your  sensations  may  be  on 
the  occasion,  that  mine  are  not  less,  but  rather  heighten- 
ed by  a  constant  view  of  the  hardships  and  distress  to 
which  gentlemen  are  hourly  exposed,  who  merit  better 
treatment.  You  will,  therefore,  have  goodness  enough 
to  pardon  this  intrusion,  and  direct  ('apt.  Lang,  or  the 
clothier  of  the  state,  to  deliver  all  such  clothing-,  as  may 
be  ready  for  the  use  of  either  officers  or  men,  to  the 
bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Knox,  quarter  master  to  the  9th 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  with  full  powers  to  forward 
them  to  camp  with  all  possible  dispatch;  for  unless 
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something  effectual  be  done  for  them,  they  must  be 
permitted  to  g-o  home  and  leave  the  men  unofRcered. — 
Should  that  unfortunately  be  the  case,  I  have  too  much 
ground  to  believe  that  a  very  great  proportion  will  nev- 
er return  to  this  camp. 

I  liave  ah-eady  observed  that  the  subject  must  be  un- 
grateful, but  it  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country,  to 
myself,  and  to  the  worthy  officers  whom  1  have  the  hon- 
our to  command,  to  represent  their  well  founded  com- 
plaints, founded  upon  facts  which  materially  concern 
the  honor  of  Pennsylvjinia,  and  the  good  of  the  service 
in  general;  in  full  confidence  that  you,  sir,  will  lay  the 
whole  before  the  Legislature  of  the  state,  and  give  it 
that  countenance  which  you  think  it  may  merit. 

1  neither  ask  nor  desire  any  thing  on  my  own  account. 
I  wish  for  nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  of  return- 
ing to  my  Sabine  field,  with  safety  to  my  country  and 
honour  to  myself.  I  shall  forbear  saying  more  on  the 
subject  until  I  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  which  will 
be  in  a  few  days,  Believe  me,  with  every  sentiment  of 
esteem,  Your  Excellency's 

Ob't.  and  very  humble  servant, 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
His  'Excellency  .Tos.  Reed,  Esq. 

The  first  communication  of  the  president  and  council, 
to  the  General  Assembly,  developed  the  capacity  of  Jo- 
seph Reed,  for  the  very  important  post  to  which  he  had 
been  recently  elected.  It  is  a  state  paper  of  great  mer- 
it, and  although  concise  in  itself,  embraces  most  inter- 
esting matter  both  civil  and  military.  It  operated  in 
such  a  manner  on  the  General  Assembly  as  to  diffuse 
life  and  spirit  into  that  body,  wlience  they  reached  both 
the  citizen  and  soldier,  and  each  in  his  tuin  speedily  en- 
joyed the  benefits  resulting  from  legislative  acts;  which, 
on  the  part  of  the  army,  the  field  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  thus  acknowledg.ed: 

Mill-stone  Camp,  March  27,  1779. 

Sir — Deeply  impressed  with  the  truest  sense  of  grati- 
tude, we  beg  leave,  in  the  name  of  all  the  officers  and 
troops  of  the  state,  to  return  your  excellenc}',  and  the 
honorable  council  and  assembly,  our  most  sincere  and 
hearty  thanks  for  the  generous  resolves  passed  in  our 
favour. 

It  really  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  find  our  past 
conduct  acceptable  to  you,  and  assure  you,  sir,  that 
our  endeavors  shall  not  be  wanting  to  merit  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  a  virtuous  president  and  legislature, 
under  whose  auspices  we  hope  to  see  unanimity,  wis- 
dom, andpublic  interest  flouristi,  and  a  government  that 
it  will  be  the  duty  and  interest  of  every  individual  in  the 
state  to  support. 

And  when  called  forth  to  the  field,  rest  assured,  sir, 
we  shall  exert  every  nerve  to  advance  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  state  to  which  we  belong.  With  every 
sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect,  we  remain  your  excel- 
lency's, and  the  honourable  council's  and  assembly's, 
most  obedient  and  veiy  humble  servants, 

[iSigned  by  the  Field  Officers  if  Pennsylvania  Line.] 

After  General  Wayne  had  seen  the  Pennsylvania  line 
comfortably  quartered  in  their  huts,  he  surrendered  the 
command  to  Major  General  St.  Clair,  and  repaired  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  addressed  the  commander-in- 
chief  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,  mh  Feb.  1779. 

Dear  General — T  did  myself  the  honour  of  vv'riting  to 
you  the  20th  ultimo,  mentioning  that  I  was  necessitated 
to  be  here  at  the  meeting  of  the  assembly  of  this  state, 
and  that  1  should  take  the  liberty  of  waiting  on  you  the 
first  of  this  inst.  for  leave  of  absence. 

I  was,  unfortunately,  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing you  by  passing  down  the  Jersey  shore,  whilst  you 
were  on  your  way  for  camp  on  the  Pennsylvania  side  of 
the  Delaware. 

I  made  a  point  of  having  my  people  well  and  comfor- 
tably covered  previously  to  my  leaving  them,  and  hope 
tb»t  the  appearance  of  the  men,  and  the  regularity  and 


internal  police  of  our  new  city,  iiavc  inel  your  excellent 
cy's  approbation. 

I  also  flatter  myself  that  General  St.  Clair  will  be 
pleased  with  the  command  of  troops  that  always  have 
and  ever  will  do  their  duty  in  the  field;  and  that  the)', 
on  their  part,  will  be  happy  under  the  conduct  of  a  gen" 
tleman  of  his  distinguished  merit,  a  gentleman  to  whom 
I  cheerfully  give  place  and  sincerely  esteem.  It  is 
known  to  your  excellency  that,  although  a  brigadier,  I 
have  commanded  a  division  nearly  the  whole  of  the  two 
last  campaigns,  v/hilst  the  Colonels  in  the  Pen"sylvania 
line  have,  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time,  alternately 
conducted  brigades,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of 
General  officei^;  I  have  so  much  sympathy  for  the  feel- 
ings of  these  officers  that  I  cannot  think  of  resuming  the 
command  of  a  brigade. 

I,  therefore,  wish  to  be  indulged  with  a  situation  in 
the  LIGHT  conps,  if  it  can  take  place  without  prejudice 
to  the  service,  or  the  exclusion  of  an  officer  of  more 
worth  and  experience,  but  if  that  cannot  be  done — I  beg 
your  excellency  not  to  spend  another  thought,  or  give 
yourself  a  single  moment's  uneasiness  on  the  occasion — 
but  permit  me  to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  that 
friendship  with  which  you  have  heretofore  honored  me, 
and,  in  case  of  an  active  campaign,  the  pleasure  of  sol- 
ving near  your  person  as  a  volunteer. 
Believe  me  to  be 
.  ^         Your  Excellency's  most  ob't. 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  WismNGTOif. 

The  commander-in-chief,  highly  appreciating  Gene- 
ral Wayne's  military  services,  and  being  desirous  of  re- 
lieving him  from  the  unpleasant  situation  to  which  the 
general  adverts  in  his  letter  of  the  10th, assured  him  that 
"so  soon  as  the  army  would  admit  of  the  formation  of  a 
respectable  light  corps,  his  wishes  should  be  gratified;" 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  very  cheerfully  granted  him 
leave  of  absence. 

To  this  the  general  replied —  -  '  • 

Philadelphia,  2Sth  Feb.  1779. 

Dear  General-^IIaving  been  absent  from  this  city  on 
a  visit  to  my  farm, it  w-as  not  until  this  moment  I  had  the 
honor  of  receiving  your  favour  of  the  16th.  It  gives  me 
sincere  pleasure  to  find  that  the  construction  and  dis- 
position of  the  Pennsylvania  barracks  meet  your  appro- 
bation. 

When  the  arrangement  of  the  army,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances will  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  formation 
of  the  light  corps,  or  vpon  any  movement  of  the  enemy, 
I  sliall  expect  and  be  happy  to  receive  your  excellen- 
cy's commands.  In  the  interim,  1  have  an  affair  of  some 
delicacy,  as  well  as  matters  relating  to  my  private  for- 
tune, which  claim  some  attention;  but  these  shall  nev- 
er prevent  me  from  doing  my  duty  in  the  field,  when 
my  general  or  country  requires  my  attendance. 

If  It  is  necessary  that  I  sliould  be  present,  or  that  I  can 
in  the  least  degree  assist  in  or  facilitate  the  formation  of 
the  corps  in  which  your  excellency  has  been  so  indul- 
gent as  to  offer  me  a  command,  you  will  please  to  sig- 
nify it;  and  believe  me  with  sincere  esteem. 
Your  most  obedient,  and 
Very  humble  servant, 

ANTHONY  WAYNE, 
His  Excellency  Gen.  WASHrNCTON. 

During  the  winter  of  1779,  General  Wayne  received 
the  most  flattering  marks  of  attention  from  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  the  heads  of  departments,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  legislative  bodies,  then  convened  in  that  delight- 
ful city. 

Whilst  here  his  civil  and  military  correspondence 
was  very  extensive,  full,  and  Impressive;  little  more  of 
which  can  be  admitted  into  this  memoir,  than  what  is 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  illustration  of  his  milita^ 
ry  character. 

-  f  To  be  continued.  J 
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The  following'  extract  from  a  work  piiblished  some 
years  since,  entitled  "A  Narrative  of  the  Oi'ganization, 
and  of  ll^e  early  Measures  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,"cannot  tail  to  be  interest- 
ing to  our  readers.  It  contains  a  brief  account  of  the 
consecration  of  the  Rig-ht  Reveiend  Bishop  White,  and 
the  Rig-ht  Reveiend  Bishop  Provost,  late  of  New  York.  _ 

{Episcopal  Magazine. 

"Monday,  January  29lJi,  178".  We  received  a  ver- 
bal message  from  the  arclibishop,  desiring- us  to  call  on 
him.  V\'e  attended.  His  desig-n  v.'as  to  ask  some  ques- 
tions, respecting  liie  forms  of  our  testimonials;  and  the 
titles  to  be  given  to  us,  in  our  letters  of  consecration  — 
We  staid  with  him  nearly  two  hours;  and  held  much 
conversation  with  him,  concerning  the  affairs  of  our 
church;  which  confirmed  us  in  our  high  opinion  of  his 
.regard  for  her,  and  of  his  desire  to  advance  the  interests 
of  religion. 

Friday,  February  9^d.  The  mornings  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding days  had  been  spent  in  visiting  thedifferent  bish- 
ops, who  were  in  town;  agreeably  to  the  proposal  be- 
fore made  to  the  archbishop.  A  few  of  them — the  arch- 
bishop of  York,  and  the  bishops  of  Oxf<ird,  LandafT, 
Rochester,  and  Bangor  had  previously  visited  us;  and 
we  had  seen  the  bishops  of  VVorcester  and  Exeter,  a  few 
days  before  at  the  archbishop's,  at  dinner:  an  occaasion 
which  I  have  not  particularly  noticed;  because  nothing 
passed  on  it  interesting  to  our  mission.*  Those  of  the 
bishops  wliom  we  found  at  home,  seemed  to  take  the 
compliraeiit  in  good  part;  expressed  great  good  will  to 
our  church;  and  wished  that  our  longer  stay,  after  their 
coming  to  town  had  permitted  tlielr  showing-  of  us  at- 
tentlons.-j- 

On  this  day,  we  waited  on  the  archbishop  in  conse- 
quence of  his  own  appointment  at  our  former  interview, 

*0n  the  said  occasion,  we  witnessed  a  singular  cere- 
mony, which  we  supposed  to  be  a  remnant  of  the  state 
of  former  times.  Soon  in  the  morning,  we  received  a 
note  from  the  archbishop,  intimating,  that  the  then  day 
of  the  week  was  his  public  day,  during  the  session  of 
parliament;  and  that  he  should  be  glad  to  see  us  on  any 
weekly  day  so  mentioned — on  that  day  in  particular,  if 
disengaged.  We  waited  on  him,  and  supposed  from 
what  we  saw,  that  the  several  eminent  persons  who  en- 
tered, came  uninvited  as  to  that  particular  time.  Be- 
fore dinner  the  archbishop  rose,  bowed  to  the  company, 
and  left  the  room.  They  followed;  all  of  them,  no  doubt, 
besides  ourselves,  understanding  the  transaction.  Af 
ter  passlng.through  a  suite  of  rooms,  we  found  ourselves 
in  the  chapel;  in  which  were  the  two  chaplains  in  their 
surplices.  One  of  them  read  the  litany ;  after  which  we 
returned  to  the  room  wherein  we  had  been  received.— 
Soon  afterwards,  we  were  called  to  dinner.  It  is  prob 
able,  that  such  a  visit  on  some  Wednesday — it  was  the 
weekly  day — during  the  session  of  parliament,  is  expec- 
ted of  every  member  of  either  house,  who  lives  in  hab- 
its of  acquaintance  with  the  primate. 

The  reading  of  the  litany,  including  the  prayers  at- 
tached to  it  in  the  English  book  of  Common  Prayer, 
and  none  other,  seems  a  remnant  of  former  practice;  it 
having  been  originally  a  distinct  service.  It  is  on  this 
account,  that  the  incident  has  been  related. 

■j-The  prelates  whom  we  found,  were  the  archbishop 
of  York,  the  bishop  of  Rocliester,  the  very  aged  bishop 
of  Carlisle,  in  whom  we  saw  the  wreck  of  one  of  the 
first  scholars  of  the  age,  and  the  bishops  of  Salisbury, 
Bristol,  and  Ely.  The  first  mentioned  of  these  three, 
since  bishop  of  Durham,  commended  the  moderation 
manifested  in  our  service  for  the  4th  of  July.  This  was 
gratifying,  as  it  had  been  pronounced  by  some  on  our 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  that  the  said  service  would  of  itself 
be  sufficient,  to  induce  a  rejection  of  the  application  of 
Jhe  American  Cliurch. 


in  order  to  accompany  him  to  court.  Thither  we  went 
together,  in  his  coach.  On  being  introducecl  to  the 
king,  1  made  this  preconceived  address — That  "we 
were  liappy  in  the  opportunity  of  thanking  his  majesty, 
for  his  license  grantc  d  to  his  grace  the  archbishop,  to 
convey  the  episcopal  succession  to  the  church  in  Amer- 
ica." The  k'ng  made  this  answer;  which  I  set  dou  n, 
to  show  the  kindness  of  the  archbishop* — "His  grace 
has  given  me  such  an  account  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  come  over,  that  I  am  glad  of  the  present  opportu- 
nit'f  of  serving  the  interests  of  religion  ''  His  majesty 
then  asked  Dr.  Provost,  whether  ihe  episcopal  commu- 
nion were  not  numerous  in  New  York:  and  was  answer- 
ed by  tlie  Doctor  in  the  affirmative,  with  further  thank* 
for  the  license  gi-anted.  The  king  then  passed  to  the 
next  in  the  circle,  and  after  a  little  while  we  v/ithdrew^ 
with  the  archbishop. f 

We  had  contemplated  this  measure  of  waiting  on  1h« 
king,  as  of  peculiar  delicacy.  In  the  character  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  of  America,  we  should  have 
thought  it  Inconsistent  in  us,  to  have  made  any  applica- 
tion to  the  civil  authority  of  Great  Britain.  The  act  of 
parliament,  had  laid  on  the  archbishop  the  obtaining  of 
tiie  consent  of  the  king,  under  his  sign  manual.  This 
consent  had  been  obtained,  before  our  going  to  court; 
and  therefore,  we  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  visit. 

Sunday,  February  4(h.  We  attended  at  the  palace  of 
Lambeth,  for  consecration.  The  assistants  of  the  arch- 
bishop, on  the  occasion,  were  the  archbishop  of  York, 
who  presented;  and  the  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  and 
the  bishop  of  Peterborough  who  joined  with  the  two 
arclibishops,  in  the  Imposition  of  hands.  It  was  partic- 
ularly agi-eeable  to  us,  to  see  among  them  the  bishop  o-f 
Bath  and  Wells;  because  we  had  all  along  understood, 
that  in  the  beginning,  this  aged  and  venerable  prelate 
had  entertained  scruples,  on  the  subject  of  the  applica- 
tion of  our  church:  and  it  was  principally  owing  to  his 
lordship,  that  sucli  a  point  was  made  of  the  descent  into 
hell,  in  the  apostle's  cieed.  We  presumed,  that  his 
difficulties  were  now  removed.  Dr.  Drake,  orje  of  the 
archbishop's  chaplains,  preached;  and  Dr.  Randolph, 
the  other  chaplain,  read  the  prayers.  The  sermon,  was 
a  sensible  discussion  of  the  long  litigated  subject  of" 
the  authority  of  the  church,  to  ordain  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies. The  text  was — "Let  all  things  be  done  decently 
and  in  order."  1  Cor.  xlv.  40.  The  dlscoui-je  had  very 
little  reference  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  occasion.  Ths 
truth  was,  as  the  archbishop  had  told  us  on  Friday,  or> 
our  way  to  court,  that  he  had  spoken  to  a  purJicular 
friend  to  compose  a  sermon  for  the  occasion;  and  had 
given  him  a  sketch  of  what  he  wished  to  be  the  scope  of 
it.  This  friend  had  just  sent  him  information  of  a  do- 
mestic calamity,  which  would  excuse  him  from  attend- 
ance; and  the  archbishop  was  then  under  the  necessity, 
of  giving  a  short  notice  to  one  of  his  chaplains. 

The  consecration  was  performed  in  the  chapel  of  the 
palace  of  the  archbishop;  in  the  presence  of  his  family 
and  his  household,  and  very  few  others;  among  whom 
was  my  old  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche.  I  had  a.sked 
the  archbishop's  leave  to  introduce  him:  and  it  was  a 
great  satisfaction  to  me,  that  he  was  there;  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  benefit  which  1  had  received  from  his  in- 
structions in  early  life,  and  a  tender  sense  of  the  atten- 


*lt  may  be  presumed,  however,  that  such  civility  is 
the  usual  courtesy  of  the  place. 

-j-While  we  Were  waiting  in  our  places,  until  the  king 
should  come  to  us  In  his  passing  from  one  attendant  to 
another,  there  occurred  an  additional  instance  of  the  at- 
tion  of  the  archbishop  to  the  delicacy  of  our  situation. — 
When  the  king  speaks  to  you,  said  he,  you  will  only 
bow:  adding,  with  a  smile — when  an  English  bishop  is 
presented,  he  does  something  more.  T  his  alluded  to 
the  ancient  form  of  doing  homage  for  his  barony  on  his 
knees.  We  were  aware  of  the  different  circumstances 
in  which  we  stood:  but  it  was  considerate,  to  guard 
against  the  danger  of  mistake. 
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tions  which  he  had  shown  me  almost  from  my  infancy, 
tog'ether  with  the  impressions  left  by  the  harmony  which 
had  subsisted  between  us  in  the  discharg-e  of  our  joint 
pasioml  duty  in  Philwdelpliia,  being-  no  improper  ac- 
companiments to  the  freling-s  suited  to  tlie  present  ve- 
ry interesting  transaction  of  my  life.  I  hope,  that  I  felt 
the  weiglil  of  the  occasion.  May  God  bless  the  medita- 
tions and  the  recollections  by  wliich  I  had  endea* ored  to 
prepare  ms  self  for  it.  and  give  them  tlieir  due  effect  on 
my  temper  and  conduct,  in  the  new  character  in  which 
I  am  to  appear! 

The  solemnily  being  over,  we  dined  with  the  arch- 
bishop and  the  bishops;  and  spent  with  them  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  I  took  occasion  to  mention  to  his 
^race  my  conviction,  that  the  American  church  would 
be  sensible  of  tlie  kindness  now  shown;  and  my  ti-ust, 
that  the  American  bishops,  besides  the  usual  incentives 
to  duty,  would  have  this  in  addition;  lest  the  church  of 
Englind  should  have  cause  to  regret  her  act,  perform- 
ed on  this  day.  He  answered,  that  he  fully  believed 
there  would  be  no  such  cause;  that  the  prospect  was 
very  agi  eeable  to  him;  that  he  bore  a  great  affection  for 
our  church;  and  that  he  should  be  always  glad  to  hear 
of  her  prosperity;  and  also  of  the  safe  arrival  ar.d  the 
welfare  of  us  individually. 

Afier  spending  the  remainder  of  the  evening-  very 
agreeably,  we  took  our  leave,  which  was  affectionate  on 
botii  sides;  and  on  our  part  with  hearts  deeply  sensible 
of  the  regard  which  had  been  s'.iown  lo  our  church,and 
of  the  personal  civilities  which  we  had  received.* 

•♦During  the  dinner  tliiF,  day  at  Lambeth,  we  were 
surprised  at  a  conversation,  introduced  by  the  bishop  of 
Pelerborough.  We  had  been  accustomed  to  think  it  a 
sort  of  adjunct  to  the  claim  of  churchmanship  to  consid- 
er the  '  Royal  Portr.".iture"  as  a  true  expression  of 
the  feelings  of  king  Charles  I.  in  some  of  the  most 
trying  circumstancef.  of  his  life.  The  bishop  remark- 
ed, and  his  brethren  assented  to  the  position,  that  the 
contrary  was  now  clearly  proved,  by  a  late  publication 
of  some  papers  of  Lord  Clarendon.  These  papers,  it 
was  said,  show  the  work  to  have  been  written  by  bish- 
op Gaudcn.  The  simplicity  of  the  style  of  the  work, 
and  the  contvary  properly  said  to  be  discernable  in  die 
writing's  of  that  bishop,  are  the  circumstances  which  in- 
clined Mr.  Hume  to  give  the  credit  of  the  composition 
to  the  kiug. 


AN   ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE 
TOWNSHIPS  OP 

BUCKINGHAM  AND  SOLEBURY, 

In  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Extracted  from  a  communication  by  Dr.  John  Watson, 
-    published  in  the  memoirs  of  the  Penn'a.  Hist.  Soc. 

The  township  of  Buckingham,  situate  near  the  cen- 
tre of  the  county  of  Bucks,  is  the  largest  township  in 
the  county,  containing  18,488  acres. 

Solebury  ties  between  Buckingham  and  the  river  Del- 
aware, and  contains  14,073  acres. 

The  whole  of  the  two  townships  in  early  time  was 
called  Buckingham,  being  a  favourite  name  with  our 
first  worthy  proprietor,  William  Penn.  The  name  was 
first  given  to  tlie  township  and  borough  now  called 
Bristol,  but  transferred  here  perhaps  about  the  year 

 ,  before  Cutler's  re-survey;  by  wdiich  it  appears, 

that  the  two  townships  were  divided  by  a  north-west 
line  from  the  lower  corner  of  Thomas  and  John  Bye's 
tract,  extending  to  the  upper  corner  of  Randal  Black- 
shire's  tract. 

John  Cutlerr  in  the  draught  from  which  the  prece- 
'ding  is  taken,  has  noted  that  four  perches  in  breadth 
were  left  between  the  opposite  surveys,  for  a  public 
street  or  road;  being  on  the  north-east  of  the  township 
of  Buckingham,  and  on  the  south-west  of  the  township 
of  Solebury.  It  appears  probable  that  it  was  designed 
that  every  purchaser  should  have  the  advantage  of  a 


road  on  one  side  of  his  survey;  and  therefore  they  were 
laid  out  answering  to  each  other,  about  320  perches  in 
width  on  each  side  of  the  township  line,  and  one  range 
further  in  Solebury. 

It  appears,  by  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  ta- 
ken in  178/,  that  Buckingham  contained  173  dwelling- 
houses,  188  out-houses,  1173  white  inhabitants,  and  13 
blacks.  Solebury,  166  dwelling-houses,  150  out-hou- 
ses, 928  white  inhabitants,  and  no  blacks. 

In  the  township  of  Buckingham,  a  fine  stream  of  wa- 
ter, arising  from  numerous  small  springs  in  the  grit-land 
above  York  road,  and  some  larger  supplies  from  the 
limestone  land  below,  unites  its  seveial  branches,  and 
running  through  the  south-west  end  of  Wrightstown, 
falls  into  the  Neshamony.  The  Indian  name  of  this 
stream  was  Lahaskekee,  or  Lahaskeek.  The  white 
people  call  it  Randall's  run;  and  a  south  branch,  Ro: 
berts's  run. 

Two  rocky  ridges  of  the  same  Indian  name  run  paral- 
lel to  each  other,  and  about  80  perches  apart  on  the 
south-west  side  of  the  creek.  Between  these  hills  and 
the  stream,  there  is  a  piece  of  fine  land,  of  a  soil  black, 
light,  and  sandy;  which  probably  was  once  an  Indian 
settlement.  In  1769,  a  white-oak  tree  was  cut  on  this 
land,  in  which  there  were  several  large  marks  of  an  axe; 
which  showed  by  the  years'  growths,  that  it  had  been 
done  near  50  years  before  the  grant  of  the  province  to 
William  Penn.  I  have  seen  the  form  of  a  hawk  or  eag-le 
cut  in  the  bark  of  a  white-oak  by  the  Indians  not  far 
distant. 

The  stone  on  these  hills  is  a  kind  of  hard,  sandy  flint, 
and  a  bed  of  limestone  deep  underneath. 

The  same  ridge  rises  again  about  80  perches  on  the 
south-east  of  the  creek,  and  extends  nearly  north-eastj 
inclining  to  the  east,  three  miles,  to  near  Buckingham 
line.  Tills  hill  is  much  higher  than  the  others;  the  stone 
and  soil  the  same,  and  the  Indian  name  the  same.  Af- 
ter a  small  interval  of  80  perches,  broken  and  irregular 
hills  continue  to  the  river,  winding  in  their  direction 
rather  more  eastwardly,  ancl  of  an  entirely  different  kind 
of  stone,  being  a  hard  ochre,  or  bluish  rock,  iiichning  to 
a  round  form,  but  very  unshapely  for  building.  On  the 
south-east  side  of  these  hills  rise  those  fine  springs  of 
water  that  form  the  source  of  Pidcock's  creek. 

James  Letch,  who  formerly  travelled  on  foot  to  Long 
Island,  traced  this  chain  of  broken  hills,  throughout  his 
journey;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  they  form  the  first 
rocky  ridge  from  the  sea  shore. 

A  certain  Doctor  Bowman,  being  of  a  contemplative 
turn  of  mind,  in  the  early  settlement,  used  to  frequent 
the  fine  round  top  of  one  of  these  hills  near  the  river; 
and,  at  his  request,  he  was  buried  there.  It  is  since  cal- 
led Bowman's  Hill.  Many  others  have  since  been  bu- 
rled at  the  same  place.  Bowman's  Hill  is  directly  op- 
posite to  another  on  the  Jersey  shore  called  Belmount, 
of  the  same  height,  form  and  direction;  and  they  appear 
to  have  been  separated  by  the  river  Delaware.  This 
ajJiiears  evident  at  a  distant  observation,  and  is  fully 
confirmed  by  examining  the  ends  of  the  hills. 

The  broken  hills  near  the  river  in  the  upper  end  of 
Solebury,  are  cut  into  deep  winding  hollows,by  streams 
of  water.  In  these  banks  and  around  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, are  great  abundance  of  good  building  stone,  split- 
ting and  dressing  well,  of  a  finer  or  coarser  grained  gritj 
and  of  different  colours.  Some  are  a  mixture  of  coarse 
sand  and  pebbles.  All  these  kinds  of  stone,  on  a  some- 
what sandy  soil,  are  common  in  the  upper  part  of  both 
townships. 

In  the  hills  near  Howell's  ferry,  and  thence  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  through  Solebury  and  part  of  Buck- 
ingham, rocks  are  found,  very  suitable  for  rough  mill- 
stones, and  other  uses  of  that  kind.  A  narrow  vein  of 
limestone  begins  in  Buckingham,  back  of  the  Lahaske- 
kee hill,  and  runs  parallel  with  it,  and  probably  under  it, 
to  the  north-east  end  of  Buckingham  line,  and  then  be- 
comes wider  in  Solebury,  and  divides,  interspersed  with 
other  soils,  to  the  river.    In  the  lower  part  of  Bucking-> 
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ham,  the  »oil  is  a  loam,  blue  clay,  or  sheil  on  a  shell  bot- 
tom, pretty  level,  and  wet.  Solebury  is  generally  hilly, 
Avitli  a  gri  at  variety  of  different  soils  and  stones,  well 
supplied  for  the  most  part  with  spring-s  of  good  water, 
except  on  a  piece  of  b;irrens,  where  there  are  no 
spring's  nor  running  water.  This  land,  with  proper 
management  of  late  years,  has  produced  g'ood  crops  of 
grain  and  grass. 

A  very  large  spring  rises  in  Solebury,  called  by  the 
natives  Aquetong,  and  by  the  white  people  Ingham's, 
or  the  Great  Spring.  The  water  flows  out  in  a  cove  or 
hollow;  (he  stone  on  the  south-east  being  a  solid  red- 
shell,  while  those  on  the  north-west  are  limestone.  It 
is  remarkably  clear  and  cold  in  summer,  and  seldom 
freezes  in  winter.  The  quantity  is  supposed  sufficient, 
with  18  or  20  feet  fall,  to  turn  two  grist  mills  almost  uni- 
formly throughout  the  year;  and  there  are  five  good 
sites  for  mill-works  on  the  stream  to  where  it  falls  into 
the  Delaware  at  Nevvhope,  or  Corj  ell's  ferry,  a  distance 
of  about  three  miles.  It  is  employed  at  the  present 
time  for  one  paper  mill,  one  fulling-mill,  two  merchant- 
mills,  four  saw-mills,  and  an  oil-mill. 

There  has  been  an  inquiry  concerning  the  source 
from  which  so  great  a  quantity  of  water  is  so  regularly 
supplied.  Perhaps  the  most  probable  conjecture  is, 
that  throughout  all,  or  most  part  of  the  limestone  vein 
for  8  or  9  miles  to  the  south-west,  there  are  large  cavi- 
ties  formed  by  the  decaying  of  the  stones;  and  these  in 
some  places  having  openings  which  admit  fresh  and 
moist  air,  the  extensive  cold  stone  surface  acting  like  a 
vast  still,  is  continually  dropping  and  running  down  the 
sides,  and  affording  a  fresh  supply  of  watei-.  To  this 
may  be  adiled  the  water  collected  in  ponds  and  lime- 
stone sinks,  which  are  numerous. 

The  water  may  be  collected  in  several  subterraneous 
reservoirs  or  ponds,  and  pouring  down  from  the  higher 
into  the  lower,  and  being  confined  by  a  vein  of  red-shell 
or  some  other  kiiid  of  hard  stone  or  earth,  may  at  length 
.  flow  out  in  one  place. 

To  confiim  this  opinion,  it  is  remarked  th-it  the  wa- 
ter in  four  or  five  wells  on  T.  Bye's  tract,  and  in  a  sink 
near  them,  is  on  an  exact  level,  and  that  they  rise  and 
fall  together.  But  some  difficulty  ai  ises  to  account  for 
this  rising  and  falling  of  the  water,  if  there  be  a  free 
vent  for  its  discharge. 

Isaac  Pillar's  spring  discharges  a  lively  stream,  but  in 
dry  summers  falls  several  feet;  and  when  there  are  but 
a  few  gallons  in  the  bottom,  it  cannot  be  emptied  by  la- 
ding out;  which  shows  that  it  is  supplied  by  a  large  bo- 
dy of  water  under  ground. 

Large's  pond  on  the  York  road  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  these  limestone  sinks.  The  area  is  about  half  an 
acre:  the  water  never  rises  above  a  certain  height,  and 
fal'sin  a  dry  summer  ten  or  twelve  feet,  but  is  never 
quite  dry. 

A  little  below  Coryell's  ferry,  now  called  Newhope, 
the  Delaware  is  confined  between  two  hills.  This  place 
is  called  the  Narrows;  and  the  river  is  said  to  fal!  7  or  8 
feet  in  about  half  a  mile.  The  whole  channel  is  full  of 
rocks,  and  the  water  roars  aloud  in  passing  through. — 
From  hence  up  to  Paxson's  Island  there  is  in  many  pla- 
ces a  sudden  rise  10  or  12  feet  high,  called  the  Boother 
Bank.  This  has  doubtless  at  some  time  been  the  bank 
of  the  river;  but  if  at  some  distant  period  the  water  of 
the  river  Delaware  flowed  over  the  toj)  of  Bowman's 
Hill,  (which  is  probable,)  this  small  alteration  in  its 
course  must  have  happened  long  since,  pei-haps  at  the 
time  of  some  great  fresh. 

It  is  also  supposed  that  the  Delaware  once  flowed 
over  the  top  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  and  that  there  was  a 
great  lake  on  the  north  side  of  it;  that  the  fall  of  a  great 
southerly  storm  of  rain,  at  the  breaking  up  of  winter, 
and  melting  of  a  deep  snow,  has  so  raised  the  waters 
that  the  obstruction  of  the  water  gap  at  the  mountain 
was  suddenly  borne  away,  causing  a  vast  rise  of  the  wa- 
ters below,  and  producing  proportionable  eflTects. — 
Probably  the  obstruction  at  Solebury  and  other  places 


above  were  then  worn  down  and  carried  away.  It  is 
certain  that  laige  pieces  of  limestone  and  other  stone 
are  now  f  ound  along  shore  that  have  been  washed  down 
a  great  distance.  Different  kinds  of  stone  by  continual 
rolling  and  wearing  have  become  sinooth  and  roimd, 
and  are  called  boothers.  The  continual  washing  away 
of  the  earih  by  the  f  .11  of  rains  and  flowing  of  streams, 
has  caused  the  winding  hollows,  and  general  inequali- 
ties that  now  appear;  at  least  this  broktn  roughness 
must  be  now  much  greater  than  it  was  2000  years  back. 

The  first  settlers  generally  came  fiom  F.ngland,  and 
were  of  the  middle  rank,  and  chiefly  Friends:  many  of 
them  had  first  settled  at  the  Falls,  but  soon  after  remo- 
ved back,  as  it  was  then  called,  into  the  woods.  As 
they  came  away  in  the  reigns  of  Charles,  James,  Wil- 
liam, and  Ann,  they  brought  with  them  not  only  the  in- 
dustry,  frugality,  and  strict  domestic  discipline  of  their 
education,  but  also  a  portion  of  those  high-ioned  polit- 
ical impressions  that  then  prevailed  in  England. 

At  that  early  period,  wlien  our  fortfalhers  were  bull- 
ding  log-houses,  barns,  and  sheds  for  stable-^,  and  clear- 
ing new  land,  and  fencing  it  chiefly  with  poles  or  brush, 
it  has  been  said  that  a  keai-ti/,  sincere  good  will  for  each 
other  gi-nerally  prevailed  among  them.  They  all  stood 
occasionally  in  need  of  the  help  of  their  nelKhbours, 
who  were  often  situated  at  some  distance  through  tlie' 
woods. 

Chronic  ailments  were  not  so  frequent  as  at  present? 
which  was,  perhaps,  in  part  owing  to  the  wholesome 
diet,  brisk  exercise,  lively  manners,  and  cheerful  and 
unrefined  state  of  the  mind.  But  acute  disorders,  such 
as  fevers,  in  various  degrees — those  called  "long  fe- 
\ ers,  dumb  agues,  fever-and-agues,"  sore  throats,  and 
pleurisies,  were  then  much  more  common  than  now. — 
The  natural  small-pox  was  peculiarly  distressing — was 
mostly  severe,  and  often  mortal — and  nothing  strange 
that  it  should  be  so.  The  nature  of  the  disorder  bting 
but  little  known,  it  was  very  improperly  treated  by  the 
nui  ses,  to  whose  care  the  management  was  chii  fly  com- 
mitted. A  hot  room — plenty  of  bed  clothes — hot  t(.as 
— and  milk  punch,  or  hot  tiff",  were  pronomiced  most 
proper  to  bring  the  eruption  out,  and  to  make  it  fill 
well;  and  the  chief  danger  was  apprehended  from  the 
patient  taking  cold  by  fresh  air  or  cold  drink. 

When  wheat  and  rye  grew  thick  and  tall  on  new- 
land,  and  all  was  to  be  cut  with  sickles,  many  men  and 
some  women  became  dexterous  in  the  use  of  them,  and 
victory  was  contended  for  in  many  a  violent  trial; 
sometimes  by  two  or  three  only,  and  sometimes  by  the 
whole  company  for  40  or  50  perches.  About  the  year 
1741,  twenty  acres  were  cut  and  shocked  in  half  a  day 
in  Solebury. 

The  imposing  authority  of  necessity,  obliged  the  first 
settlers  and  their  successors  to  wear  a  strong  and  coarse 
kind  of  dress:  enduring  buck-skin  was  used  for  breech- 
es and  sometimes  for  jackets;  oznabi  igs,  made  of  hemp 
tow  at  Is.  4d.  per  yard,  vvas  much  used  for  boys  shirts; 
sometimes  flax,  and  flax  and  tow  were  used  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  coarse  tow  for  trowsers;  a  wool  hat,  strong 
shoes,  and  brass  buckles,  two  linsey  jackets,  and  a  leath- 
er apron,  made  out  the  winter  apparel.  This  kind  of 
dress  continued  to  be  common  for  the  labouring  people 
until  1750. 

Yet  a  few,  even  in  early  times,  somewhat  to  imitate 
the  trim  of  their  ancestors,  laid  out  as  much  to  buy  one 
suit  of  fine  clothes,  as  would  have  purchaseil  200  acres 
of  pretty  good  land.  The  cut  of  a  fine  coat,  (now  anti- 
quated,) may  be  worthy  of  description.  Three  or  four 
large  plaits  in  the  skirts — wadding  almost  like  a  coverlet 
to  keep  them  smooth — cuffs  vastly  large  up  to  the  el- 
bows, open  below,  and  of  a  round  form.  The  hat  of  a 
beau  was  a  good  broad-brimmed  beaver,  with  double 
loops,  drawn  nearly  close  behind,  and  half  raised  on 
each  side..  The  women  in  full  mode,  wore  stiff' whale- 
bone stays,  worth  eight  or  ten  dollars.  The  silk  gown 
much  plaited  in  the  back;  the  sleeves  nearly  twice  as 
large  as  the  arm,  and  reaching  rather  more  than  half 
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way  from  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow — the  interval  cov- 
ered with  a  fine  hoUand  sleeve,  nicely  plaited,  locket 
bultons,  and  long-armed  glove.=.  Invention  had  then 
readied  no  fariher  than  a  bath  bonnet  with  acape. 

Something-  like  this  was  the  fashion  of  gay  penple;  of 
whom  there  were  a  few,  though  not  many  in  early  limes 
in  15ui  kingham  and  Solebury.  But  the  wliole,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  was  often  put  on  for  wedduig  suits,  with 
the  addition  of  the  bride  being  dressed  in  a  long  black 
hood  without  a  bonnet.  There  was  one  of  these  solemn 
symbols  of  matrimony  made  of  near  two  yards  of  rich 
black  Paduasoy,  that  was  lent  to  be  worn  on  those  oc- 
casions, and  continued  sometiiTies  in  use,  down  to  my 
remembiance.  Several  of  these  odd  fashions  were  re- 
tained, because  o/t/,  and  gradually  gave  way  to  those 
that  were  new.  The  straw  plat,  called  the  Bee-hive 
bonnet,  and  the  blue  or  green  apron,  were  long  worn 
by  old  women. 

Notwithstanding  the  antique  and  rough  dresses  and 
unimproved  habits  and  manners  that  obtained  among 
the  early  settlers,  yet  an  honest,  candid  intention, a  frank 
sincei  ity,  anti  a  good  degree  of  ztal  and  energy  in  adhe- 
ring to  religious  anil  civil  principles  and  duties  general- 
ly prevailed  among  the  more  substantial  part  of  them. 

The  first  surveys  in  what  was  then  called  Bucking- 
ham were  as  early  as  168-,  and  the  greater  part  were 
located  before  17U3.  It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  who 
made  the  first  improvement;  but  most  probably,  from 
circumstances,  it  was  Tliomas  and  John  Bye;  and  Geo. 
Pownall,  Edward  Henry,  and  Roger  Hartley,  Doctor 
Streper,  and  William  Cooper,  came  early;  l£ichard  Bur- 
gess, John  Scarbrough,  grandfather  of  the  preacher  of 
that  name,  and  Henry  Paxson,  were  also  early  settlers. 
John  and  Ricliard  Lundy,  John  Large,  and  James  Len- 
ox, anil  William  Lacey,  John  Worstcll,  Jacob  Holcomb, 
Joseph  Lintim,  Joseph  Fell,  Muthew  Hughes,  Hiigii 
Ely,  and  perhaps  Riciiard  Norton,  came  from  Long  Isl- 
and about  17U5. 

The  first  adventurers  were  chiefly  members  of  the 
Fa'ls  meeting;  and  are  said  to  have  frequently  attended 
it,  and  of  en  on  foot.  In  the  year  ITUO,  leave  was  gian- 
ted  by  the  Quai-terly  meeting  to  hold  a  meeting  for 
worship  at  Buckingham;  which  was  first  at  the  house  of 
"William  Cooper,  (now  John  Gihiiighams's.) 

In  the  space  of  time  from  the  first  improvement  until 
1730,  perliaps  a  period  of  mote  than  40  years,  many 
circumstances  and  occurrences  may  be  worthy  of  re- 
mark, aiid  especially  the  difficuVty  of  beginning  in  the 
woods.  Building  a  house  or  cabin,  and  clearing  or 
fencing  a  field  to  raise  some  grain,  were  the  first  con- 
cei'ns;  procuring  fodder  for  their  small  stock  was  next 
to  be  attended  to:  for  this  purpose  they  cut  grass  in 
plains  or  swamps,  often  at  several  miles  from  home, 
stacked  it  up  on  the  spot,  and  hauled  it  home  in  the 
winter. 

One  of  the  first  dwelling  houses  yet  remains  in  Abra- 
ham Paxson's  yard,  on  the  tract  called  William  Croas- 
dale's  now  Henry  Paxson's.  It  is  made  of  stone,  and  is 
dug  into  the  earth  where  there  is  a  moderate  descent, 
about  20  feet  by  10  or  12.  At  the  end  fronting  the 
.south-east  was  a  door  leading  into  the  dwelling  rOom 
for  the  whole  family,  where  there  was  a  sort  of  chimneys 
and  a  door  at  the  other  end,  also  level  with  tne  ground, 
led  into  the  luft  which  must  have  been  the  lodging 
room. 

Until  a  sufficient  quantity  of  grain  was  raised  for  them- 
selves and  the  neu  -comers,  all  further  supplies  had  to  be 
brought  from  the  Falls  or  Middletown;  and  until  1707, 
all  the  grain  had  to  be  taken  there,  or  to  Morris  Gwin's, 
on  Pennepeck  below  the  Billet,  to  be  ground.  In  that 
year  Robert  Heath  built  a  grist-mill  on  the  great  spring 
stream  in  Solebury.  This  must  have  been  a  great  hard- 
ship— to  go  so  far  to  mill  for  more  than  17  years,  and 
chiefly  on  horse-back.  It  v/as  some  time  that  they  had 
to  go  the  same  distance  with  their  plough-irons  and 
other  smith  work.  Horses  were  seldom  shod;  and 
blocks  to  pound  hominy  were  a  useful  invention  bor- 


rowed from  the  natives.  After  all  their  care  and  indus- 
try  to  provide  for  the  winter,  they  must  have  struggled 
with  many  difficulties,  and  suffered  much  hardship  in 
passing  over  that  tedious  and  rigorotis  season,  when  the 
sno*  was  generally  deep,  and  the  winds  piercing  cold. 

In  1690  there  were  many  settlements  of  Indians  in 
these  townships — one  on  the  lowland  near  the  river,on 
George  Pownall's  tract,  which  rem.iined  fur  some  time 
after  he  settled  there — one  on  James  Streiper's  tract, 
near  Conkey  Hole — one  on  land  since  Samuel  Harold's 
— one  on  Joseph  Fell's  tract — and  one  at  the  great 
spring,  &c. 

Ti-adition  reports  that  they  were  kind  neighbours, 
supplying  the  white  people  with  meat,  and  sometimes 
with  beans  and  other  vegetables;  which  tliey  did  in  per- 
fect charity,  bringing  presents  to  their  houses  and  re- 
fusing pay.  Their  chilchen  were  sociable  and  fond 
of  play.  A  harmony  arose  out  of  their  mutu  1  inter- 
course and  dependance.  Native  simplicity  reigned  in 
its  greatest  extent.  The  difference  between  the  fami- 
lies of  the  man  and  the  Indian,  in  many  respects,  was 
not  great — when  to  live  was  the  utmost  hope,  and  to  en- 
joy a  bare  sufficiency  the  greatest  luxury. 

While  the  land  was  fresh  and  new,  it  produced  good 
crops  of  wheat  and  rye;  from  15  to  25  or  30  bushels  per 
acre. 

It  appears  in  an  old  account  book  of  my  grandfatheri 
Richard  Mitchel's,  who  had  a  grist-mill  and  store  in 
Wright's  town,  from  1724  to  1735,  that  his  charges  are 
as  follows: — wheat  from  3s.  to4s. ;  rye  one  sliiUing  less; 
Indian  corn  and  buckwheat,  2s.;  middlings,  fine,  7«.and 
8s.;  coarse,  4s.  6fi?.;  bran,  Is.;  salt,  4s.;  beef,  2d.;  bacon, 
4d- ;  pork  was  about  2d. 

Improved  hind  was  sold  generally  by  the  acre,  at  the 
price  of  20  bushels  of  wheat.  Thus,  wheat  2s  6d.,  land 
21.  10s. ;  wheat  3s.,  laid  3/. ;  wheat  OS.  6(/.;land3/.  10s.; 
wheal  5s.,  land  5/.;  vvhent  7s.  6d.,  laml  71-  lOs;  wheat 
10s.,  land  10/.  When  provender  could  be  procured  to 
keep  stock  through  the  winter,  milk,  butter  and  cheese 
became  plenty  tor  domestic  use.  Swine  were  easily 
raised  and  fattened.  Deer,  turkeys,  and  other  small 
g-ame  made  a  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  provision  in 
their  season.  Roast  venison  and  stew-pics  were  luxu- 
rious dishes,  which  the  hunter  and  his  family  enjoyed  in 
their  log  Cabins  with  a  high  degree  of  pleasure. 

Having  generally  passed  over  the  era  of  necessity  that 
attended  the  first  settlement  about  1730,  and  for  some 
time  before,  they  mostly  enjoyed  a  pretty  good  living, 
were  well  fed,  clothed  and  lodged;  and  though  all  was 
in  the  coarse  way,  yet  their  fare  was  wholesome  and 
nourishing,  their  clothes  fine  enough  for  labouring  peo- 
ple, and  no  doubt  they  slept  as  sound  on  chaff'  beds  on 
the  floor  in  the  loft,  as  they  could  have  done  with  aU 
the  finery  that  the  inventions  of  later  days  have  intro- 
duced. The  domestic  management  that  fell  to  the 
share  of  the  women  was  genei  ally  well  ordered.  As 
soon  as  wool  and  flax  were  raised,  they  manufactured 
good  linen  of  different  kinds  and  degrees  of  fineness, 
drugget,  linsey,  worsted,  &c.  sufficient  to  clothe  them- 
selves and  families;  were  very  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  contented  to  live  on  what  their  present  means  af- 
forded, and  were  generally  well  qualified  to  make  the 
mo^t  proper  use  of  what  they  had. 

Notwithstanding  the  engagements  at  home,  and  the 
difficulty  of  travelling  in  those  early  times,  yet  visits  of 
friendship  were  frequent,  not  only  to  relations,  but  oth- 
ers. On  these  occasions,  cidei-,  metheglin,  or  small 
beer,  toast  of  light  biscuit  made  of  fine  wheat  flour,  and 
milk,  butter,  cheese,  custards,  pies,made  an  afternoon's 
repast  Chocolate  was  sometimes  used;  and  in  lack  of 
other  materials,  the  toast  was  sometimes  inade  with  rum 
and  water.  For  common  living,  milk  and  bread,  and 
pie,  made  the  breakfast;  the  milk  being  boiled,  and 
sometimes  thickened  in  winter;  good  pork  and  bacon, 
with  plenty  of  sauce,  a  wdieat  flour  pudding,  or  dum- 
i  plings,  with  butter  and  molasses  for  dinner;  and  mush 
1  or  hominy  with  milk  and  butter  and  honey,  for  supper. 
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Pies  of  green  or  dried  apples  were  the  universal  stand- 
ard of  good  eating;,  especially  with  children.  When 
milk  was  scarce,  small-beerthickened  withwheat  flour&. 
an  egg-jOr cider  in  that  vvay,madean  agreeable  breakfast. 

The  new  stone  meeting-house  being  built  about  1731, 
several  stone  dwelling  houses  were  built  about  that 
time  and  soon  after;  as  Joseph  Fell's,  Thomas  Canby's, 
John  Watson's,  Joseph  Large's  and  Henry  Paxsoii's. — 
Several  frame  houses  were  also  built,  enclosed  with 
nice  shaved  clapboards,  plastered  inside.  One  of  these 
yet  remains  standing  on  Thomas  Watson's  land,  now 
John  Lewis's.  'I'he  boards  for  floors  and  partitions 
were  all  sawed  by  hand,  and  tlie  bawling  done  with 
carts  and  sleds;  as  there  were  not  many,  if  any,  wagons 
at  that  early  period. 

Wheat  was  the  principal  article  for  making  money. 
Butter,  cheese,  poultrj',  and  such  articles  were  taken 
to  market  on  horseback.  There  were  but  few  stores  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  tliose  kept  but  few  articles. 

Most  of  the  original  tracts  wers  settled  and  improved 
before  1720,  and  in  1730  the  lands  up  the  Neshamony 
and  in  Plumstead  were  settled;  and  in  New  Britain  by 
Welsh  generally.  Large  fields  were  cleared  and  pret- 
ty well  fenced;  low  and  swampy  land  was  cleared  out 
for  meadow;  and  but  little  seed  of  any  kind  of  foreign 
grass  was  sown,  as  the  plough  was  seldom  used  to  jjre- 
pare  for  meadow;  and  red  and  white  clover  were  only 
propagated  by  manure  after  they  were  first  some  how 
scattered  about  on  tlie  new  settlement. 

From  1730  to  1750,  as  the  people  were  industrious, 
the  land  fresh  and  fertile,  and  seasons  favourable,  their 
labours  were  blessed  with  a  plentiful  increase;  so  tliat 
many  plain  dwelling  houses  and  good  barns  v\  ere  built, 
convenient  articles  of  household  furniture  were  added 
by  degrees,  and  by  the  means  of  productive  labour, 
moderate  riches  increased  insensibly.  The  winter  of 
1740-41  was  very  severe.  The  snow  was  deep,  and  lay 
from  the  latter  end  of  December  to  the  fourth  of  March; 
and  in  the  pei'iod  above  mentioned,  there  was  gent- ral- 
ly more  snow,  and  that  jay  longer  on  the  ground  thro' 
the  winters,  than  of  latter  years.  Easterly  storms  of 
pretty  heavy  rain,  lasting  mostly  two  or  three  days,  wei  e 
also  much  more  frequent. 

Northern  lights,  I  believe,  are  not  so  common  of  late 
years  as  formerly;  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain. 

Houses  for  keeping  school  in  were  very  few,  and 
those  poor,  dark,  log  buildings;  the  masters,  generally, 
very  unsuitable  persons  for  the  purpose;  and  but  little 
learning  obtained  at  school.  Schooling  was  20  shillings 
a  year,  and  the  master  boarded  with  the  employers. 

Indian  corn,  not  being  an  article  of  trade,  was  not  rai- 
sed in  quantities  before  1750, nor  until  some  years  after. 

Before  this  time,  no  cross  occurrence  happened  ma- 
terially to  disturb  the  general  tranquility;  every  thing, 
both  public  and  private,  went  on  in  an  even  ancl  regular 
routine — moderate  wishes  were  fully  supplied — neces- 
saries and  conveniences  were  gradually  increased:  but 
luxuries  of  any  kind,  except  spirituous  liquors,  were 
rarely  thought  of,  or  introduced,  either  of  apparel, 
household  furniture,  or  living.  Farm  carts  were  had 
by  the  best  firmers.  Thomas  Canby,  Richard  Norton, 
Joseph  Large,  Thomas  Gilbert,  and  perhaps  a  few  more, 
had  wagons  before  1745,  and  a  few  two-horse  wagons 
from  then  to  1750  were  introduced;  and  some  who 
went  to  market  had  light  tongue-carts  for  the  purpose. 
These  were  a  poor  make-shift,  easily  overset,  the  wild 
team  sometimes  ran  away,  and  the  gears  often  broke. — 
John  Wells,  Esq.  was  the  only  person  who  ever  had  a  ri- 
ding chair.  He  &  Mathew  Hughes  were  the  only  justices 
of  the  peace,  except  Thos.Canby, who  held  a  commission 
for  a  short  time — and  there  were  no  taverns  in  the  two 
townships,  except  on  the  Delaware  at  Howell's  and  Co- 
ryell's ferries,  (which  was  owing  probably  to  the  dispo- 
sition and  manners  of  the  inhabitants,)  and  but  one  dis- 
tillery a  short  time. 

The  preceding  account  will  apply  with  general  pro- 
priety to  the  state  of  things  until  1754,  when  a  war  be- 
VoL.  III.  52 


gan  between  England  and  France  concerning  lands  on 
the  west  and  north-west  ot  Pennsylvania.  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  defeated  and  taken  prisoner  on  Willis's 
creek;  and,  in  the  ensuing  summer  General  Braddock 
was  defeated  and  killed  in  that  country.  When  the  In- 
dians attacked  the  frontiers  of  this  province,  four  or  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  were  gi  antcd  in  a  few  years 
for  the  king's  use;  money  was  also  sent  in  from  Eng- 
land to  purchase  provisions,  and  in  general  the  war  in- 
troduced a  more  plentiful  supply  of  cash.  Trade  and 
improvements  were  proportionably  advanced;  the  price 
of  all  kinds  of  produce  was  increased,  wheat  was  from 
six  shillings  to  a  dollar  a  bushel,  and  a  land  tax  was  rai- 
sed to  sink  the  debt;  yet  the  burden  was  not  sensibly 
felt,  as  there  was  such  an  increasing  ability  to  bear  it. 

As  the  quantity  of  cash  increased  during  the  war,  so 
also  there  was  a  mucii  larger  importation  of  foreign 
goods.  Bohea  tea  and  coffee  became  more  used,  which 
were  not  often  to  be  found  in  any  farmer's  house  before 
1750.  Tea,  in  particular,  J^pread  and  prevailed  almost 
universally.  Half  silks  and  calico  were  common  for  wo- 
men's wearing,  various  modes  of  silk  bonnets,  silk  and 
fine  linen  neckhandkerchiels,  in  short,  almost  every  ar- 
ticle of  women's  clothing  were  foreign  manufacture. — 
The  men  wore  jackets  and  breeches  of  Bengal,  nan- 
keen, fustian,  black  evei  lusting,  cotton  velvet,  as  the 
fashion  of  the  season  determined  the  point,  which  chan- 
ged almost  every  year.  Household  furniture  was  added 
to,  both  in  quantity  ancl  kind;  and  hence  began  the 
marked  distinction  between  rich  and  poor,  or  rather  be- 
tween new-fashioned  and  old-fashioned;  which  has  con- 
tinued increasing  ever  since.  The  first  beginning  was 
by  imperceptible  degrees;  1  believe  tea  and  calico  were 
the  chief  initiating  articles.  Tea  was  a  convenient  treat 
on  an  afternoon's  vii-il,  easily  gotten  ready  at  any  time; 
and  calico  a  light,  ai;reeable  dress  that  would  bear 
washing.  On  the  whole,  present  calculation,  on  the 
first  cast,  decided  against  homespun  of  almost  every 
kind,  and  in  favour  of  foreign  manufactures,  which  were 
to  be  had  in  the  city,  or  in  country  stores,  so  cheap, 
and  often  on  credit. 

The  subject  of  old  and  new  fashions  bore  a  consider- 
able dispute,  at  least  how  far  the  new  should  be  intro- 
duced. Some  showed  by  their  practice  that  they  were 
for  going  as  far  as  they  could;  some  stopped  half  way; 
and  a  few  trying  to  hold  out  as  long  as  they  could,  were 
not  to  be  won  upon  by  any  means  more  likely  to  pre- 
vail than  by  the  women,  who  had  a  strong  aversion  to 
appearing  singular;  so  that  at  the  present  time,  and  for 
these  twenty  years  past,  there  are  but  few  men,  and 
fewer  women,  left  as  perfect  patterns  of  the  genuine 
old-fashioned  sort  of  people. 

COAL  REGIONS. 
We  copy  the  following  article  from  the  Pottsville 
"Miner's  Journal,"  which  purports  to  be  a  transverse 
view  of  the  coal  region  from  the  Sharp  to  the  Broad 
Mountain — by  Mr.  Thomas  Mills,  at  the  Collector's 
Office  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company: 

"The  coal  district,  the  length  of  which  from  east  to 
west,  is  about  70  miles,  and  the  average  breadth  from 
the  Sharp  Mountain  to  the  Broad  Mountain,  Is  about 
three  miles — the  whole  space  contains  about  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  square  miles,  and  comprehends  the 
Schulkill  mines  in  the  middle;  the  Swatara  and  Sus-  ' 
quehanna  in  the  west,  and  the  Lehigh  mines  in  the  east„ 
'I'hls  country  is  gifted  by  nature  with  the  most  valuable 
productions,  particularly  towards  the  Broad  Mountain, 
where  the  mines  of  Iron  ore  and  anthracite  coal  are  im- 
mensely valuable.  The  soil  is  composed  of  secondary 
and  alluvial  formation,but  is  by  no  means  fertile  through- 
out the  district;  but  there  are  many  rich  bottoms,  so 
that  the  country  might  sustain  a  gi-eat  populaton.  The 
climate  is  temperate  and  healthy,  mild  and  agreeable  in 
winter;  in  summer,  particularly  on  tl»e  Broad  Moui.- 
tain,  it  is  delightful.    The  principle  towns  and  villages 
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are  Pottsville,  MaiichChunk,  PoitCaibon,  Lawtonville,* 
-  I{hoacls\ille,*  Mount  Carbon, f  Bath.f  Centreville,  Al- 
.  lenville,-|-  Salem, f  Lewisville  and  Pini. grove.  Nothing- 

C'.in  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  in  these  delight- 

■  ful  vallies  unci  thriving'  towns.  The  inhnbltants  are 
kind  aiid  affable  to  strang-ers,  which  makes  a  residence 

■  among  tliem  very  pleasant  and  ngi  eeable.  The  large 
extent  of  country  upon  the  Broad  Mountain  has  been 
butpariially  explored.  Future  researches  will  no  doubt 
make  important  discoveries  in  that  quai  ter,  and  at  some 
future  da}',  not  fiu-  distant,  Pottsville,  Port  Carbon, 
Mauch  Chunk,  &.C.  will  be  tlie  seat  of  large  and  impor- 
tant settlements. 

"Prom  the  already  explored  part  of  this  coal  region^ 
and  extent  to  which  some  of  the  coal  veins  are  woiked, 
and  from  different  branches  of  the  coal  trade  connected 
therewith,  we  are  enabled  to  form  a  pi-etty  correct 
statement  of  the  extent  and  value  of  Our  coal  region. — 
From  actual  measurement  we  find  the  a\eiage  thick- 
ness of  the  veins  to  be  ten  feet — the  depth  we  must 
leave  to  future  g'enerations  to  discover.  Certain  it  is 
that  1000  feet  upon  the  incliniition  of  the  vein  can  be 
woiked  without  going  more  than  200  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  rivers  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  power  of 

■  which  when  applied  to  proper  machinery  will  very 
much  facilitate  the  raising  of  coal  from  an  immense 
depth,  and  that  without  any  increase  in  the  cost  of  mi- 
ning, but  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  coal,  a  circum- 

"  stance  ascertained  to  be  the  case  by  experiments  made 

■  in  the  heighhoi  hood.    If  we  take  for  the  present  1000 

■  feet  in  depth,  which  we  are  certainly  safe  in  calculating 
■  ■  upon,  we  shall  theJt  have  from  the  present  number  of 

veins  opened,  11,088  millions  of  square  feet  of  coal, 
'  which  at  50  pounds  to  the  square  foot,  leaves  2,475 
millions  500,000  tons  of  coal,  worth  to  the  ovvnersof  the 
soil,  without  one  farthing  of  expense  at  mining,  1,237 
'millions  50i»,000  dollars,  and  to  the  miner,  when  deliv- 
'  ered  at  Philadelphia,  17,328  millions  500,000  dollars,  a 
'  sum  sufficient,  at  forty  dollars  per  acre,  to  levy  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  at  ticelve  dollars  per  acre,  would  pur- 
chase the  whole  continent  of  North  America." 


'Constitutes  part  of  Port  Carbon. 
"[Incorporated  in  the  borough  of  Pottsville. 

The  Berks  Journal  of  Saturday  last,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  description  of  the  Coal  Mines  in 
Schuylkill  county. 

We  visited  the  mines  of  the  North  American  Coal 
Company,  where  we  found  the  operations  of  tTiining 
conducted  with  skill,  economy  and  industry.     We  en- 
tered one  of  the  drifts  a  distance  of  1500  feet  from  its 
mouth,  nearly  horizontal,  or  pcrliaps  at  a  rise  of  one 
inch  in  every  100  feet,  fur  the  purpose  of  draining  the 
water  and  keeping  the  drift  dry,  w  ithout  the  aid  of  la- 
bor or  machinery.    The  sinking  of  coal  shafts  are  for 
the  present  exploded,  as  too  expensive,  and  drifts  sub- 
stituted, because  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  keeping 
the  mines  free  from  water.    In  the  drift  we  are  now 
speaking  of,  there  is  a  temporary  rail  road,  on  which 
a  horse  draws  two  wagg-ons,  containing  ?a-o /o?JS  of  coal," 
managed  by  a  small-boy.    Between  70  and  100  tons  of 
coal  are  daily  mined  and  hauled  out.    We  next  visited 
the  "St.  Clair  Coal  Mines,"  of  which  Francis  B.  Nich- 
ols, Ksq.  is  the  principal  proprietor  and  lessor.  If  there 
be  any  thing  in  a  name,  we  think  these  mines  have  re- 
ceived an  honourable  as  well  as  a  felicitous  distinction. — 
Honourable — for  is  there  an  Amei'ican  patriot  that  does 
not  revere  the  memory  of  the  gallant  but  unfortunate 
Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair?    Felicitous  from  the 
circumstance  of  that  much  esteemed  veteran  of  the 
revolution,  having  more  X\\9.n  forty  years  ago  visited  the 
coal  region  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  predicted  all  that 
has  been  realised.    This  was  no  dream  of  fancy,  no 
baseless  vision,  but  the  developement  of  a  mind  as  sa- 
gacious in  geological  acumen,  as  in  the  science  of  war. 


From  these  mines  to  Mill  Creek,  cr  Port  Carbon 
landing's,  a  rail  road  upwards  of  tvyo  miles  in  length, 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  a  few  weeks. 

Our  next  visit  was  to  the  mines  on  the  East  Branch, 
through  Schuylkill  valley  to  Stahl's  Mill-  In  this  valley 
a  double  track  rail  road  is  in  an  advanced  state  of  com- 
pletion. A  section  of  three  miles  will  be  ready  for  ex- 
amination in  ten  or  fifteen  days.  Its  whole  length  is 
about  ten  iniles,  extending  from  Port,Caibon  Landings 
to  Reber's  Grist  triill,  passing  through  rich  hills  of  coal 
on  either  side.  On  a  small  stream,  the  name  of  which 
has  escaped  our  memory,  we  saw  a  rich  vein  of  coal  jut- 
ting tlie  Water's  edge,  as  if  obstructed  in  its  passage, but 
fearlessly  awaiting  the  tools  of  the  miner  to  be  disem- 
bowelled for  the  use  of  man. 

Our  last  visit  was  through  the  coal  region,  lying  be- 
tween the  West  and  AVest-west  blanches,  and  from 
thence  to  the  siunmit  of  the  Broad-Mountain,  whose  al- 
titude by  actual  observation,  is  900  feet  from  water  lev- 
el at  Pottsville.  The  Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven 
rail  road  will  pass  through  the  valley  of  this  extensive 
region,  and  it  Is  confidently  belie\ed  that  operations 
will  soon  be  commenced.  That  the  whole  of  the  Broad 
Mountain  abounds  in  coal,  is  reduced  to  a  geological 
certamty,  and  any  one  having  the  least  experience, may, 
while  travelling  over  it,  upon  what  is  called  the  old  Sun- 
bury  Road,  have  occular  proc/f.  We  visited  several  shafts 
near  the  summit,  out  of  which  coal  of  the  first  quality 
had  been  dug-.  We  faw  several  shafts  in  their  primitive 
state,  but  all  indicating  an  appi'oximation  to  this  inval- 
uable mineral.  On  every  spur  of  this  mountain,  we 
were  greeted  with  the  "monotonous  and  almost  deafen- 
ing hum  of  myriads  of  locusts. 

In  all  our  visits  made  to  a  great  number  of  mines, 
where  many  hands  are  daily  employed,  we  did  not  ob- 
serve a  single  workman  di.^guised  by  liquor.-  They  alS 
appeared  to  be  healthy,  contented,  industrious,  aa^ 
were  peculiarly  polite  and  communicative. 

r'  ■      I.AW-CASE.  . 

:  .       LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

Henry  Lentz,"^     Common  Pleas, 
vs.  >  Certiorari, 

John  Schafler.  J     To  March  1  erm,  IBS?. 

This  was  a  proceeding  under  the  12th  sect,  of  the  aci 
of  Assenibly,  passed  21st  Mai  cli,  1772,  to  recover  pos- 
session of  a  tenement,  against  Jno.  Schaffer,  a  tenants 
holding  over,  had  before  .Justices  Bryant  and  Boileau, 
and  on  certiorari  by  the  defendant,  removed  to  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas. 

The  facts,  as  founded  by  the  landlord  and  tenant's  ju- 
ry, were  as  follows.  John  Schaffer,  the  defend,  leased 
from  Henry  Lentz,  on  the  27tli  of  May,  1828,  for  one 
year,  at  the  rent  of  S400  per  annum,  a  certain  tavern, 
situated  in  Thiid  near  Green  street,  in  the  Northern 
Liberties;  on  the  20th  day  of  September,  Schafft-r  gave 
nosice  to  the  landlord  of  his  intention  to  vacate  the  pre- 
mises after  the  expiration  of  that  quarter,  and  that  Lentz, 
the  la'idlord,  after  that  time  should  not  consider  him  as 
his  tenant,  and  aw  arded  a  writ  of  restitution  to  the  land- 
lord; these  proceedings  were  had  on  the  22d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1828. 

In  the  argument  before  the  court  for  the  landloid,  it 
was  contended  that  there  was  a  determination  of  the 
lease  on  the  pai-t  of  Schaffer,  by  his  own  act,  in  giving- 
notice  tothe  landlord  of  his  intention  to  quit,  and  that 
the  notice  given  by  the  tenant  supereeeded  the  neces- 
sity of  giving  three  months  notice,  as  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  assembly,  by  the  landlord;  that  all  the  law  intend- 
ed to  guard  against,  was  surprise  on  the  part  of  the 
tenant,  by  a  sudden  determination  of  the  lease  by  the 
landloi-d,  which  could  not  be  pretended  in  the  present 
instance,  inasmuch  as  the  notice  to  quit  originated  with 
the  tenant  himself,  and  that  the  requisitions  of  the  ac4 
had  been  substantially  complied  with. 
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On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  it  was  contended  that 
as  these  pi-oceedino-s  were  under  an  act  of  assembly  for 
the  entire  benefit  of  the  landlord  it  was  necessary  that 
the  requisitions  (■'"the  act  on  his  part  should  be  strictl)' 
pursued;  that  the  12111  sect,  of  the  act  of  asssembly  of 
17/2,  requires,  before  evirn  apiilication  can  be  made  to 
the  jus:  ice,  that  the  term  should  be  fully  ended, and  that 
Smonths'notlce  iiaa  been  g-iven  to  the  tenant  by  the  land- 
lord, of  his  intention  or  desire  to  re-possess  the  premises; 
that  the  jury  was  bound  to  find  these  facts  before  they 
could  award  a  writ  of  restitution:  that  the  notice  of  the 
tenant,  if  of  any  effect  whatever,  cotdd  be  nothing-  more 
than  a  determination  of  the  lease;  and  that  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  ;hree  months'  notice  would  then  be 
necessary  before  t'l.e  landlord  could  avail  himself  of  the 
compulsory  process  g'iven  to  eject  his  tenant,  in  order 
to  obtain  possession:  that  inasmuch  as  these  facts,  to 
■writ — the  notice  and  a  determination  of  the  lease,  not 
having  been  found  b}'  the  jury,  and  the  law  not  having- 
been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  landlord,  the 
justices'  coin-t  we-^  in  error  in  ordering'  the  writ  of  res- 
titution, and  the  proceedings  should  be  reversed. 

Jud.ye  King,  in  delivering  his  opinion,  stated  that,  in 
examining  the  proceeding-s  in  what  light  he  woidd,  the 
act  of  assembly  had  not  been  complied  with  in  any  of 
its  requisites;  that  if  even  the  notice  given  on  the  20ih 
Sept.  as  contended  for,  superceded  the  necessity  of  the 
landlord's  notice,  yet  three  months  had  not  transpired 
before  instituting  the  proceedings;  that  the  law  pouited 
out  the  steps  that  vvere  necessary  to  be  pursued  before 
the  landlord  coidd  avail  himself  of  his  privilege,  which 
must  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the  act  of  assembly  ;that 
although  the  landlord  might  maintain  an  action  of  eject- 
inent,or  an  action  for  the  non-perfoi  mance  of  his  agree- 
inent,yet  the  present  proceedings  could  not  be  sustained. 

Judgment  reversed,  procceedings set  aside. 

Jno!  VVurts,  Esq.  for  plaintiff — Jas.  Goodman,  Esq. 
for  defendant.  -  M.  S.  Gaz. 


DINNER  TO  COL.  CLINTON. 

A  dinner  was  lately  given  at  Lewistown  to  Col.  Clin- 
ton late  Chief  Engineer  on  the  Jimiata  division  of  the 
Penn.  Canal — after  a  toast  the  Col.  rose  and  made  the 
following  address  which  we  copy  for  the  sake  of  the 
reasons  assigned  for  his  resignation,  embracing  also  liis 
view  of  the  defects  of  the.  arrangements  of  the  present 
system.     ^  V  .     ■■■■      :  ' 

>  Col.  Be  TVift  Clinton,  late  engineer  in  Chief— We 
cherish  his  character  as  a  gentleman,  as  an  officer  he 
has  our  entire  confidence. 

On  the  delivery  of  this  toast,  Gol.  Clinton  rose,  and 
remarked  that  he  thanked  them  for  the  friendly  manner 
in  which  his  name  had  been  introduced,  and  said  it  was 
with  feelings  of  inexpressible  regret  that  he  rose  to  bid 
them  all  farewell.  But  his  separation  being  voluntary, 
it  was  due  to  his  friends  and  public  opinion,  to  men- 
tion the  reasons  of  his  withdrawing,  when  the  works 
committed  to  his  chai-ge  were  advar  cingso  rapidly  and 
prosperously  towards  completion.  Tt  was  principle,  and 
in  honorable  minds  it  was  more  dear  than  honor  gained 
at  its  expense.  That  they  must  be  all  sensible  that 
the  Engineer  was  responsible  for  the  goodness  of  the 
■works  in  his  charge,  and  for  the  conduct  and  acts  of 
the  assistants.  The  Engineer  is  supposed  to  be  a  man 
of  reputation  and  experience,  and  being  sustained  by 
public  opinion,  it  must  be  his  first  object  to  do  nothing 
to  forfeit  public  esteem.  He  reinarked  that  there  could 
rot  be  a  more  unfortunate  calamity  than  to  be  stripped 
of  reputation,  and  meeting  with  universal  indignation. 
Such  would  be  the  fate  of  the  engineer  -in  the  case  of 
the  failure  of  his  works.  If  poor,  he  w  ould  be  thrown 
on  the  world's  cold  charity;  and  if  rich,  he  would  be  ac- 
companied witli  the  scorn  and  indignation  of  his  fellow 
men.  If  therefore,  he  has  so  much  at  stake,  he  should 
have  sufficient  powers  to  do  his  duties  correctly  and 


independent!}';  and  if  not  invested  with  them,  his  only 
course  is  to  i-cfuse  to  serve,  unless  he  can  do  it  on  pro- 
per principles.  He  remarked  that  as  the  engineer  is 
situated,  he  is  responsible  without  the  necessary  pow- 
ers, and  the  little  he  has  is  so  arraigned,  that  the  inHu- 
ence  of  the  acting  commissioners  must  be  predominant; 
for  the  commissioner  forms  the  contracts;  decides  on  the 
prices;  appoints  all  officers,  from  the  principal  assistant 
to  the  sub.altern;  possesses  the  power  of  inspecting 
work  and  abandoning  contracts;  and  though  a  party 
concerned,  of  determining  when  any  job  is  completed. 

In  the  case  of  the  resignation,  non-acceptance,  or 
death  of  anj'  engineer,  he  has  the  power  of  appointing 
a  successor  duung-  the  recess  of  tlie  board,  and  such  an 
appointment  would  undoubtedly  be  confirmed.  Ho 
also  possesses  extensive  and  important  powers  relative 
to  the  rights  and  interests  of  landholders.  The  engineer 
isinsoluted,  for  all  the  influence  that  can  oper.ite  on 
his  independence  is  concenti-ated  in  the  person  of  the 
acting  commissioner  or  superintendent,  and  the  assis- 
tant engineer  being  appointed  by  'he  acting  commis- 
sioner or  superintendent,  will  look  up  decidedly  to 
him — his  orders  will  be  obeyed  in  contradiction  to  the 
engineer's — insubordination  will  creep  among'  them, 
and  the  engineer  to  retain  his  place,  must  sacrifice  hifi 
independence  of  charactei-. 

He  said  that  the  old  board  of  canal  commissioners, 
to  secure  the  fidelity  of  the  Eng-ineers,  appointed  the 
principal  assistants  themselves,  and  invested  them  with 
all  tile  power  of  the  principal  during  his  absence  or 
sickness — the  most  important  of  which  was  that  of 
certifyhig  to  monies.  .  The  sub-assistants  were  selected 
by  the  Engineer,  and  appointed  with  the  concuri  ence  of 
the  acting  commissioner  or  superintendent.  He  remark- 
ed that  if  his  compensation  had  been  reduced,  or  the 
number  of  his  assistants,  he  should  not  have  resigned. 
But  as  he  could  no  longer  act  on  principles  of  indepen- 
dence, he  could  not  consent  to  serve.  He  said  that 
thei-e  might  be  some  anxiety  to  know  the  true  situation 
of  the  works  on  the  upper  and  lower  division  of  tha 
canal.  '  He  submitted  the  following  statement.  The 
length  of  the  canal  from  Lewistown  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  is  nearly  47  miles,  divided  into  94  sections  of  equal 
extent;  of  these  63  are  completed;  15  more  wiil  be  ear- 
ly next  month,  and  the  remainder  ai-e  in  such  a  state 
of  forwardness  as  to  warrant  their  completion  by  the 
first  of  Sept.  next.  The  constructions  incidental  to  this 
work  are  2  dams,  with  river  locks  attached,  one  outlet 
lock,  one  guard- lock,  13  lift  locks,  5  aqueducts  over 
minor  streams,  and  one  over  the  .Tuniata,  with  such 
ctilverts,  sluices,  waste  weii-s  and  bridges,  as  are  neces^ 
sary  to  make  the  navigation  complete,  and  accommo- 
date the  public.  The  execution  of  the  whole  of  these 
works,  with  the  exception  of  the  Juniata  aqueduct,  may 
j  be  accomplished  with  ordinary  diligence  during  the 
j  whole  of  the  ensuing  month. 

j  He  sincerely  hoped  that  tlie  same  measures  would  be 
continued  that  had  been  heretofore  adopted,  and  which 
would  secure  the  completion  of  the  works. — The  up- 
per division  had  advanced  more  rapidly  than  the  lower 
in  the  same  time,  and  its  completion  ought  to  be  accom- 
plished in  a  year  from  next  fall.  He  returned  them  all 
his  sincere  thanks  for  their  hospitality  and  kindness, 
and  proposed  the  following  sentiment: 

Lewis-town — destined  through  the  enterprise  and  in- 
telligence of  its  citizens,  to  become  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant inland  places  in  Pennsylvania. 

PoTTSTitLE,  June  20. 
On  Wednesday  evening  last  our  borough  was  visited 
by  a  very  heavy  and  destructive  hail  storm,  accompani- 
ed with  high  wind,  loud  thunder  and  vivid  flashes  of 
lightning-,  which  has  done  considerable  damage  in  the 
neighbourhood,  by  unroofing  and  prostrating  several 
fmall  houses,  and  obstructing  the  passage  of  several 
highways  by  the  falling  of  ti  ees  across  them.  The  hail 
fell  in  profusion,  and  some  of  the  stones  were  of  an  un- 
usual large  size. 
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"According  to  Fahrenheit's  Thermometer,  the  tern- 
pji-ature  of  the  weather  at  Mauch  Chunk,  in  the 
sh:ide,  was  as  follows,  daring  the  time  specified." 
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18 
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58 

19 
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62 

20 

59 

74 

62 
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21 

42 

54 

40 
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22 

38 

60 

60 

23 

42 

78 

68 

24 

44 

44 

42 
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25 

36 

50 

44 
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26 

46 

50 

49 

27 

22 

59 

50 

28 

36 

74 

71 

29 

45 

83 

75 
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30 

50 

75 
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"According  to  Farhenheit's  Thermometer,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  weather  at  Mauch  Chunk,  in  the  shade, 
was  as  follows,  during  the  time  specified." 


Before  7  o'clock — 1151  is  the  number  of  degrees  of 
the  Thermometer  during  the  month. 
Days. 

1151  divided  by  30  =38  add  before  7. 
1686  do.  by  30—58  add  at  noon. 
1561    do.      by  30=52  add  at  sunset. 
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49  add  Mean  average  per  day,du- 
ring  the  Fourth  month. 

The  quantity  of  Rain  that  fell,       -       .  Inch.  4.48 
iVb/«.— Between  the  5lh  and  10  of  the  month  a  quan- 
tity of  rain  fell  (it  is  thought  about  an  inch)  of  which  no 
Isocount  was  taken  at  the  time. 


Date. 

cc 

o 

3  O 

1829. 
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.  A.M. 

o 
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H 

SNOW. 

. 

1st 

50 

63 

59 
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2d 

52 

62 

54 

3d 

47 

50 

48 
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4th 

46  * 

55 
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44 

70 
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6 

38 
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7 

48 

82 
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8 

41 

72 
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9 

52 

69 

50 
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10 

39 

44 

49 
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11 

40 
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12 

45 

56 
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13 

28 

65 

58 

14 

32 

70 
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15 

42 

72 
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16 

49 

55 

58 
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69 
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18 

40 
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58 

86 
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20 

59 

76 
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82 

75 

22 

49 

91 
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77 

71 

24 
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89 

80 

25 
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76 
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78 

27 

62 

92 

80 

28 

63 

91 
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.02 

29 

62 

86 

71 

.20 

30 

61 

82 

68 

.01 

31 

68 

85 

80 

Before  7  o'clock — 1151  is  the  number  of  degrees  of 
the  Thermometer  during  the  month. 
1543  divided  bv  31=49  add  before  7. 
2282  divided  by  31  =  73  add  at  noon. 
1907  divided  by  31=61  add  at  sunset, 

■••  3)183 


61  add  Mean  average  per  day^ 

during  the  Fifth  month. 

The  quantity  of  Rain  that  fell.  Inch.  3.19 

Note.— On  the  29th,  a  rain  of  short  continuance,  say, 

ten  or  fifeen  minutes. 

Remarks. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  cloudy  days, 

the  account  of  the  weather  in  the  first  column  was  taken 

before  6  A.M. 


POST  OFFICE  AT  MAUCH  CHUNK. 

Arrival  and  Departure  of  Mails. — There  are  38  ar- 
rivals and  departures  of  the  mail  at  Mauch  Chunk  week- 
ly: viz:  From  Easton,  on  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  arrives  at  10  A.  M. 
closes  at  11  A.M.  same  days,  and  returns  to  Easton  by 
7  P.M.  Bethlehem  mail  arrives,  closes  and  departs 
same  days  and  hours.  Allentown  mail  arrives  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday,  at  5  P.M  ,  closes  at  8  the  same 
evening,  and  departs  the  morning  following  the  arrival, 
at  5  A.M.  Daily  stages  are  run  on  this  line  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  passengers.  Berwick  Mail  arrives  Tues- 
day, Thursday  and  Sunday,  at  12  A.M.  and  departs  at 
10  A.M.  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday;  mail  clos- 
es between  9  and  10  on  the  day  of  departure,  and  ar- 
rives at  Berwick  generally  between  9  and  10  F.  M. — 
There  are  also  daily  stages  on  this  line  for  public  accom- 


modation. Fogleville  mail  ar.  at  12  M.closes  and  departs 
immediately.  Thus  making  38  mails  to  be  opened  and 
closed  at  Mauch  Chunk  weekly;  and  48  arrivals  and  de= 
partures  of  stages.  Eleven  years  since,  when  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company  commenced  opera- 
tions at  this  place,  the  nearest  Post  Office  was  eight 
miles  distant  on  the  Easton  route  below,  and  the  mail 
from  Easton  to  Berwick  passed  up  and  down  once  a 
week.  The  post  office  at  Mauck  Chunk  was  establish- 
ed in  1819,  10  years  since.  In  1824,  the  mail  carried 
by  John  Jones;  commenced  running  twice  a  week,  up 
and  down;  since  which  time  the  increase  has  been  grad- 
ual until  it  has  arrived  at  the  number  above  stated.  ■ 

During  the  winter  season  there  are  only  tri-weekly  trips 
made,  as  the  present  law  does  not  authorise  the  trans- 
portation  of  a  daily  mail  on  any  of  the  above  routes, 

Mauck  Chunk  Pioneer. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  inland  navigation  and  inter- 
nal improvement,  relative  to  the  petition  of  Daniel 
MtiUoj',  James  M' Avery,  James  Slaman  and  James 
Jl'Laiighlin,  contractors  on  the  VVestein  Division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal,  praying  for  additional  com- 
pensation. 

Read  February  19, 1829. 

Mr.  Dennison,  from  the  committee  on  inland  naviga- 
tion and  internal  improvement,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Daniel  MuUoy,  James  M'Avery,  James 
Slaman  and  James  M'Laughlin,  contractoi  s  on  the  wes- 
tern division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  read,  viz: 

The  petitioners  represent  that  on  the  23d  June,  182/, 
they  entered  into  a  contract  with  Abner  Lacock,  acting 
canal  commissioner,  for  the  completion  of  the  canal  thro' 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  by  a  tunnel  through  Giant's  hill, 
and  four  locks  by  Suke's  run,  to  the  Monongahela  riv- 
er, together  with  bridges,  &c.  for  which  they  were  to 
receive  the  sum  of  sixty-one  thousand  dollars:  that  since 
the  contract  was  entered  into,  the  market  price  of  pro- 
visions of  every  kind,  as  well  as  the  price  of  labour,  has 
increased  upon  an  average  from  25  to  35  per  cent .  which 
circumstances,  together  with  the  various  losses  and  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  season  of  1827-28,  have  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  the  petitioners  to  complete  their 
contract,  according  to  its  stipulations. 

If  the  case  of  tlie  petitioners  rested  here,  it  would 
form  one  of  considerable  difficulty,andone  which  should 
be  fully  examined  in  all  its  bearings  and  consequences, 
before  it  should  be  determined  either  in  the  one  way  or 
the  othi  r.  There  can  be  no  question  but  the  probabili- 
ty of  the  rise  or  fall  of  provisions  and  labour,  would  be 
fairly  in  the  contemplation  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of 
executing  tlie  contract;  and  no  prudent  man  would  en- 
ter into  a  contract  without  first  forming  a  judgment  up- 
on the  very  matter  upon  which  his  profit  or  liis  loss  must 
depend.  If  the  price  of  provisions  and  labor  should  tall 
below  what  was  expected  by  either  party  at  the  time  of 
the  contract  it  would  be  a  tiiir  advantage  and  profit  to 
the  contractor.  And  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  price 
should  rise  higljer  than  was  anticipated,  and  the 
contract  become  a  losing  one,  tliere  is  no  principle  of 
law  or  equity  by  which  the  other  contracting  party 
could  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  loss.  But  al- 
though this  principle  is  prescribed  for  the  government 
of  contracts  between  individuals,  it  is  not  always  to  be 
strictly  adhered  to  in  legislation:  a  government  superin- 
tending the  interest  of  its  citizens  is  not,  and  ought  not, 
in  all  cases,  to  be  bound  by  this  rule.  An  extraordina- 
ry case  might  be  presented,  where  a  contractor  should 
be  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  from  causes  not  within  the  con- 
templation of  the  parties,  and  beyond  his  control,  which 
would  come  within  the  legitimate  powers  and  duties  of 
the  government  to  investigate  and  relieve.  But  to  es- 
tablish a  rule  allowing  contractors,  where  circumstances 
had  proved  favourable,  to  retain  their  advantage,  and 
that  the  legislature  would  interfere  in  all  cases  of  losing 
contracts,  might  at  this  time  increase  our  business  to  a 
vast  extent,  and  have  a  serious  effect  upon  the  progress 
of  internal  improvement  itself,  as  well  as  upon  the  finan- 
ces of  the  state.  And  if  this  were  the  only  ground  upon 
which  the  petitioners  asked  for  relief,  the  committee 
would  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  their  application 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  It  is,  however,  rendered  un- 
necessary for  the  committee  to  decide  that  question  at 
this  time. 

The  petitioners  further  represent,  that  with  regard  to 
the  tunnel  through  Grant's  hill,  the  most  important  part 
of  the  work,  reasonably  considered  as  two-thirds  of  the 
contract,  all  persons  were  deceived  with  regard  to  ths 
geological  formation  of  the  hill;  that  at  the  time  of  en- 
tering into  the  contracts,  it  was  supposed  that  the  tun- 
nel could  be  made  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  excavation, 
and  that  experience  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  has 
proved  otherwise:  that  at  some  points  of  the  hill,  the 


rock  appears  at  least  fifteen  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
summit  of  the  tunnel,  and  constitutes  in  a  great  mea- 
sure the  base  of  the  hill,  whilst  in  another  direction  the 
rock  has  been  discovered  in  a  solid  mass  at  a  height 
equal  to  the  top  of  tlie  arch  of  the  tunnel:  that  from 
these  appearances  no  one  doubted  but  that  the  tunnel 
could  be  made  throu.uh  the  rock,  but  that  in  place  of 
this,  it  is  found  that  the  rock  is  of  a  loose  n  aure,  and 
cannot  be  excavated  in  the  usual  manner;  so  that,  in 
place  of  what  would  be  called  a  tunnel,  the  petitioner^;, 
to  complete  their  contract,  will  have  to  cut  through  the 
hill  in  the  manner  of  a  deep  cut,  and  arch  the  tunnel 
through,  at  an  expense  greatly  exceeding  the  amount 
for  which  the  work  could  be  done  if  the  tunnel  could 
be  excavated  in  the  usual  way;  and  that  in  addition  to 
tiie  amount  received  on  the  contract, they  have  expend- 
ed upwards  of  $9000  of  their  own  funds.    Under  these 
circumstances,  the  petitioners  ask  relief  by  authorising 
the  board  of  canal  commissioners  and  an  engineer  super- 
intending the  work,  to  examine  and  make  such  reason- 
able estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  same,  as  will  en- 
able the  petitioners  to  complete  their  contract,  and  al- 
low them  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  labor.  A 
certificate  is  attached  to  the  petition,  signed  by  a  num- 
ber of  respectable  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  giving  to  the 
petitioners  a  good  character  for  industry,  perseverance 
and  economy,  and  stating  theirbelief  in  the  facts  stated. 

From  the  report  of  the  canal  commissioners,  made  to  ■ 
the  legislature  at  the  last  session,  it  appears  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  in  the  location  of  the  canal  at  the 
city  of  Pittsburg,  and  much  anxiety  felt  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  the  citizens  of  that  place.  Different  routes  were 
proposed  for  examination,  and  a  correspondence  took 
place  between  the  canal  commissioners  and  the  autho- 
rities of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  This  resulted  in  an  en- 
gagement on  the  part  of  the  city,  that  the  expense  to  the 
commonwealth  of  making  the  canal,  tunnel  and  bridges, 
according-  to  the  report  of  the  engineer,  including  da- 
mages to  private  property,  as  well  as  all  other  attend- 
ant  expenses,  siiould  not  exceed  the  sum  estimated  by 
tlie  engineer,  as  the  cost  of  the  Liberty  and  Penn-street 
route,  with  the  addition  of  the  $10,000  for  damages  to 
private  property.  The  whole  of  this  would  amount  to 
$65,567  35.  It  appears  also,  from  the  report  of  the  en- 
gineer on  the  tunnel  route,  that  there  were  some  doubts 
whether  the  tunnel  could  be  made  by  the  ordinary  mode 
of  excavation,  and  passing  under  the  hill.  In  his  report 
he  states,  that  if  the  tunnel  is  to  be  made  by  a  deep  cut, 
it  will  cost  upwards  of  $10,000  more  than  if  it  could  be 
made  in  the  other  way.  The  committee  are  satisfied 
that  the  petitioners  entered  into  the  contract  with  the 
expectation  that  the  tunnel  could  be  made  by  cutting 
through  the  hill;  and  that  it  is  proper  they  should  be 
relieved  by  the  commonwealth,  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding the  difference  between  the  sum  mentioned  in 
their  contract  and  the  sum  for  which  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg guaranteed  it  should  be  done;  and  leaving  uny  fur- 
ther relief  to  the  city,  in  pursuance  of  their  guarantee. 
They  therefore,  subrnit  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  That  the  board  of  Canal  Commissioners 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  cause  an  examina- 
tion to  be  made  by  an  engineer,  and  ascertain  the  addi- 
tional expense  of  making  the  tunnel  through  Grant's 
Hill,  by  a  deep  cut,  and,  if  they  shall  deem  it  just  and 
right,  to  grant  relief  to  the  contractors  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars  thirty  five  cents.  Provided,  that  before  any  re- 
lief shall  be  so  granted,  the  city  of  Pittsburg  shall  en- 
gage to  pay  the  contractors  such  further  sum  as  will  en- 
able them  to  complete  their  contract  without  loss. 

The  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
Saturday  last,  elected /ames  C.  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  to  that  Institution. 

U.  S,  Gazette. 
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CANAL  COMMISSIONERS'  ACC0UN1  S. 

Communicatinn  from  the  Jiuditor  General,  accompanied 
with  n  report  of  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  Ca- 
nal Commissioners. 

AuciTon  GenI'.ral's  Office,')' 
March  13,  1829.  3 
Sir — In  compliance  vvitli  the  pi-ovisions  of  the  12th 
section  ofihe  act  of  1  he  25tli  February,  1826,  I  have  tlie 
honor  to  transmit  hei'ewith  a  copy  of  the  account  of  the 
canal  commissioners,  as  settled  on  the  28tli  of  February, 
1829.  Verv  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  MANN. 

Hon.  Ner  MiDDLEswATiTH,  Ksq. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Daniel  Montgomery,  Abner  Lacock,  Charles  Mowry, 
James  Clarke,  John  Serg-eant,  Joiin  Phillips,  Jona- 
than Roberts,  David  Scott,  and  Robert  H.  Hammond, 
Esquires,  Canal  Commissioners,  in  account  with  the 
CommonweaUh  of  Pennsvlvania. 

DR.  ;     '  ' 

To  balance  on  account  settled  11th  Febru- 
ary, 1828,  §259,680  81 
To  amount  received  by  the  treasurer  of  the 

board  of  canal  commissioneis:  •  . 


2779 
2830 
2838 
2866 
2871 
2890 


13 

26 
30 

10  February, 
11 

23 


10,660  00 
'78,854  19 
15,846  54 
8,100  00 
5,350  37 
24,493  48 


1828  March, 
April, 
May, 

June,    -■  ■,  . 

July, 

Aug-ust, 

September, 

October, 

Noi  ember, 

December, 

1829  January, 
February, 


§100,000 
25,000 
205,000 
310,000 
220,000 
293,094 
141,151 
206,555 
231,800 
352,379 
340,030 
342,166 


67 


1828 


December, 
from  John 


To  amount  received 
Phillips,  late  superin- 


2,767,166,  67 


dent  French  creek  feeder, 


8,173  89 

§3,035,821  37 


CR. 

By  disbursements  for  the  construction  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Canal,  as  follows: 
By  Abner  Lacock,  Esq.  acting  canal  com- 
misssioner,  western  division  of  the  said 
canal,  per  his  account  settled: 


No. 


2391 
2392 
2393 
2394 
2395 
2396 
2397 
2398 
2399 
2400 
2401 
2402 
2403 
2404 
2405 
2419 
2421 
2434 
2435 
2458 
2476 
2482 
2503 
2522 
2527 
2717 
2768 


April, 


15thMar.,1828, 
21 

24 
7 

28 
29 

28  May 

6  June 

1  July 
8 

14 
31 

7  August 
14 

22 

2  September 
8 

18 
12 

2  October 
10 
14 

28 

14  November 
21 

19  December 
6  Jan.  1829, 


62 
25 
77 
97 


§10,901  94 
16,401  86 
12,322,00 
8,167  58 
36,281  44 
39,788  83 
52,547  94 
18,593 
49,201 
48,993 
10.286 
28,592  20 
35,276  50 
26,955  57 
29,034  03 
10,898  24 
39,024  12 
30,195  50 
5,000  00 
25,371  49 
18,755  48 
61,038  85 
48,234  95 
12,120  49 
68,701  85 
53,153  10 
9,313  03 


No.  2384 

27  March  1828,  §59,781  55 

2385 

8  May 

40,690  85 

2386 

19 

13,669  23 

2387 

9  June 

47,361  06 

2388 

12 

16,738  37 

2389 

26       :  '  .v^. ; 

47,276  60 

2390 

16  August 

51,241  66 

2410 

2  September 

58,466  91 

2441 

26 

56,416  03 

2480 

13  October 

3,888  86 

2497 

25 

52,002  61 

2532 

27  November 

49,001  32 

2740 

31  December 

16,561  43 

2783 

14  Jan.  1829, 

42  857  63 

2860 

5  February 

34,724  51 

2095 

25 

23,411  16 

By  disbursements  by  James  Clarke,  Esq. 
acting  can:il  commissioner,  Juniata  divi- 
sion, Pennsylvania  canal,  per  accounts 
settled: 

29  March  1828,  §44,500  50 


No. 


2406 
2407 
2408 
2409 
2410 
2411 
2412 
2436 
2481 
2525 
2648 
2753 
2796 
2831 
2881 
2897 


17th  April 
27  May 
19  Jime 
lejtily 

4  Augtist 
28 

24  Sei^tember 

14  October 

18  November 
8  December 

31 

15  Jan.  1829, 

20 

19  February 
25 


38 
69 
90 
66 


29,519 
34,399 
40,375 
50,365 

7,544  75 
35,254  76 
48,466  52 
44,567  23 
42,021  75 

8,009  06 
44,228  67 
57,757  09 
23,850  00 
45,858  34 
18,835  00 


By  disbursements  on  William  Wilson, 
Esq.  superintendent  Eastern  division  of 
said  canal,  per  account  settled: 


No. 


2417 

2473- 

2494 

2528 

2733 

2769 

2772 

2894 


16  Ang.  1828,  §43,538  33 


8  October 
17 

22  November 
27  December 

6  Jan.  1829 

7 

24  February 


36,706  21 
34,589  73 
29,225  11 
32,028  08 
37,284  84 
6,040  24 
41,687  87 


By  disbursements  by  Thomas  G.  Kenne- 
dy, Esq.  superintendent  Delaware  divi- 
sion of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  per  ac- 
coimts  settled: 


No. 


2414 
2415 
2416 
2711 
2754 
2842 
2896 


31  March  1828  §11,876  93 
3  June  38,466  35 


30  August 
18  December 
31 

30  Jan.  1829. 
25  February 


32,362  36 
34,013  64 
15,297  05 
27,337  67 
18,358  34 


By  disbursements  by  Thomas  Woodside, 
Esq.  superintendent  North  Branch  di- 
vision, Pennsylvania  canal,  per  accounts 
settled: 


948,462  53 


By  disbm'semen's  by  Charles  Mowry,  Esq. 
acting  canal  commissicmer,  Susquehan- 
na division,  Pennsylvania  canal,  per  ac- 
counts settled. 


614,089  77 


575,554  31 


261,100  41 


177,712  34 


1829.] 


STATE  PENSIONERS. 


415 


No.  2703 
2766 
2888 


12  Dec.  1828    $49,191  97 
5  Jan.  1829       34,344  22 
19  February       24,402  93 


By  disbursements  by  John  Phillips,  Esq. 

superintendent  French  ci-eek  feeder  of 

said  canal,  per  accounts  settled: 
No.  2413        27  Aug-.  1828    f30,606  41 
2634       16  December  723  12 

By  ditto  by  John  Mitchtll,Esq. 

superintendent  of  ditto  per 

accounts  seiiled: 
No.  2418       27  Aug-.  1828,     26,463  11 
2663         9  December      36,970  52 


107,939  72 


94,763  16 


By  amount  paid  to  the  treasurer,  being 
the  sum  refunded  by  John  Phillips,  late 
superintendent,  8,173  89 

By  commissioners  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment fund, fur  the  amount  formerly  p:ud 
engineers  and  secretary  of  the  board  of 
canal  commissiont  )-s;  and  refunded,per 
act  of  of  24th  March,  1828,  5,990  00 


Due  commonwealth. 


$2,793,786  13 
241,235  24 


$3,035,021  37 


Settled  and  entered. 

DAVID  MANN. 

Mtiditor  General's  Qfice,  Feb.  23,  1829. 

Approved. 

A.  MAHON. 

Treasury  Office,  Feb.  28,  1829. 
The  foregoing  balance  is  in  the  hands  of  the  following 

named  persons: 

Abner  Lacock,  acting  commissioner,  5p24,042  68 

Charles  Mowry,              do.  25,088  84 

James  Clarke,                do.  20  306  66 

William  Wilson,  superintendent,  16,454  64 

Thomas  G.  Kennedy,      do.                  ■  12,287  66 

Thomas  Woodside,         do.  38,060  28 

John  Miiche'l,                do.  40,994  49 

Andrew  M'Reynolds,      do.    W.Branch  39,000  00 

Joseph  M'llvain,            do.    of  surveys  25,000  00 

§241,235  25 


STATE  PENSIONERS. 

Seporf  of  /he  Commit  lee  on  claims,  on  the  claim  of  Wal- 
ter L.  Minthorn.  a  soldier  of  the  late  war. 

HuAD,  Maucu  10,  1829. 
Mr.  Wilkins,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  whom 

were  referred  the  petition  and  documents   of  Walter  L. 

Minthorn,  made  the  following  report  which  was  read, 

viz . 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  referred  to  them 
a  careful  and  deliberate  examination.  The  petitioner 
states  that  he  enlisted  in  July,  1814,  as  a  private  soldier, 
in  the  16th  regiment  of  the  United  States'  infantry,  for 
and  during  the  war;  and  that  he  continued  in  ihe  sei  vice 
until  he  was  legally  disciiarged.  That  while  he  was  thus 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  he  was  wounded;  hy  means 
of  which  wound  he  lost  his  right  leg,  and  that  fnmi  that 
cause  and  other  iiifirmities  he  is  unable  to  support  him- 
self 

It  will  at  once  be  perceived,  that  this  claim  differs 
from  those  usually  acted  on  by  your  committee.  It  pre- 
sen's  a  new  and  an  important  subject  for  legislative  con- 
sideration. Heretofore  your  committee  have  been  con- 
find  to  claims  on  the  bounty  of  the  commonwealth,  em- 
anating from  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war.  This 
proceeds  from  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  between  the  U- 
nited  States  and  Great  Britain.    As  a  number  of  cases, 


similar  in  character  to  the  present,  have  been  referred 
to  your  committee,  they  have  demed  it  necessary,  in 
justice  to  tlie  peiitioners,and  respectful  to  their  pieten- 
sions,  to  select  the  strongest  case  for  the  bi-ief  exposi- 
tion of  the  reasons  that  have  induced  your  committee  to 
recommend  the  rejection  of  c]n]ms  for  services  tu  the  U- 
nited  iHtates  "during  the  lale  war." 

Pennsylvania,  as  her  legislative  history  will  evince^ 
has  been  extremely  liberal  and  bountiful  to  that  portion 
of  her  citizens  who  shared  in  the  perils,  endured  the 
hardships,  and  conti-ibuted  to  the  success  of  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle.  That  eventful  contest  was  a  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  United  Colonies  uga-'inst  a  power- 
ful nation,  that  to  them  stood  in  the  attitude  of  a  mother 
country.  It  was  made  a  common  cause;  but  from  the 
organization  of  defence  then  necessai  ily  pursued,  the 
expenditures  of  the  contest  were  borne  by  the  different 
colonies  in  proportion  to  their  repi-esentation  in  the 
continental  congress.  A  common  tie  of  feeling  knit 
them  together,  but  no  constitutional  compact  for  the 
government  of  ihe  w\\o]e,  as  under  ihe  present  si/stem, 
was  then  known.  After  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  when  the  union  of  the  states  was  formed,  t 'is 
state,  with  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  past,  and  with 
the  knowledge,  that  unless  her  treasury  provided  for 
the  support  of  her  own  soldiers  who  needed  relief,lhey 
might  pine  in  want  and  poverty,  adopted  the  benevolent 
measure  of  placing-  those  who  se  rved  during  the  strug- 
gle in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  who  were  poor,  on  a 
state  pension  list  fvr  life.  This  state  bounty  was  at  first 
confined  to  those  who  had  served  a  period  of  twelve 
months  in  the  Pennsylvania  line.  In  the  cotu'se  of  a 
few  years,  however,  the  diminution  of  the  expenditures 
of  this  system,  and  the  increa-iing  resources  of  the  state, 
induced  an  enlargement  of  the  pension  list  to  those 
who  served  in  the  fl  \  ing  camp;a  species  of  force  of  vast 
service, &  who  endui-ed  much  during  the  revolution.  It  is 
now  asked  to  extend  the  pension  list  still  farthei-,  so  as  to 
embrace  those  who  'enlisted  from  this  state'  dnring  the 
late  war,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Is  it  just 
thatthesc  clairns  for  services  to  the  National  Government 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  coffei-s  of  the  state.''  Is  the 
treasury  of  the  United  State  closed  against  them.' — ■ 
or  is  it  too  poor  to  meet  drafts  of  this  chai-acter  on  their 
gratitude  and  justice'  These  are  questions  that  natural- 
ly arise  from  the  consideratioti  of  this  subject.  It  may 
be  urged  that  the  i-evolutionary  services  were  of  a  na- 
tional  character,  and  yet  have  received  the  bounty  of 
the  state.  But  the  peculiar  character  of  those  services, 
and  the  situation  of  the  national  treasury  at  the  time 
Pennsylvania  adopted  her  pension  system,  should  be  re- 
membered. It  should  also  be  recollected  that  at  the  pe- 
riod the  revolutionary  services  were  rendered, the  differ- 
ent colonies  were  independent  of  each  other,&  vi'ere  con- 
testing a  matter  of  right  common  to  them  all, rather  by  al- 
liance  than  under  any  general  government.  During  the 
lale  war,  the  enlistments  were  made  and  the  services 
rendered  to  "the  United  States  of  North  Amei-ica''— a 
national  government  distinct  and  known  as  such  among 
the  family  of  nations — a  government  too  that  has  adopt- 
ed a  pension  list  to  reward  the  sufferings  and  heroism 
of  her  soldiers.  Services,  therefore,  rendered  to  ihe 
United  States  government  during  the  late  war,do  not,in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  entitle  those  who  ren- 
dered them  to  be  placed  on  the  state  pension  list.  Their 
applications  should  be  made  to  the  general  government. 
1  he  situation  of  the  treasury  of  this  state;  the  immense 
demands  which  will  be  made  on  it  from  the  vast  improve- 
ments now  making  and  contemplated.and  the  great  num-  . 
ber  of  petitions  whose  claims  are  equally  strong  as  the 
present  one,  who  will  pour  in  their  applications  if  the 
pension  system  is  enlarged,  and  the  inability  of  the 
state  treasury  to  meet  their  calls,  superadded  to  what 
already  has  been  stated  by  your  committee,  induce 
them  to  reject  this  claim,  and  they  therefore  offer  the 
followingresolution : 

Eesolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 


4IB 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


[JwNS 


further  consideration  of  the  subject  and  that  he  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  documents. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  claims,  on  ilte  claim  of  John 

McLean,  an  officer  in  the  late  war. 
--      '  Rkai),  Mahcii  10,  1829. 

Mr.  "Wilkins,  from  the  commiitee  on  claims,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  and  documents  of  John 
Mcf.ean,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read, 
viz : 

That  the  petition  is  directed  "to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,"  and  appears,  from  the  different  en- 
dorsements, to  have  been  presented  at  different  peri- 
ods, and  rejected.  This  petition  states,  that  John 
McLean,  of  Union  township,  Fayette  county,  was  a  cap- 
tain in  Col.  Reese  Hill's  regiment,  Pennsylvania  mili- 
tia, in  1813,  and  suffered  many  privations  and  sickness. 
He  also  alleges  that  he  made  certain  advances  in  money 
to  the  men,  amountipig  in  all  to  270  dollars,  on  the  18th 
of  August,  1813,  and  that  he  never  received  any  re-pay- 
ment until  the  18th  of  October,  1814;  at  which  time  he 
received  216  dollars  from  the  paymaster,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  71  dollars  and  53  cents.  Me  states  his  account 
— "I'ennsylvaniu  to  John  McLean,  late  captain  in  the 
si-rvice  ot  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1813,"  and 
claims  the  above  balance,  with  interest  from  Septem- 
ber, 1814,  together  with  cert;iin  sums  of  money  paid  to 
his  physician  whe  n  sick,  and  for  four  bottles  of  wine, 
prescribed  by  Doctor  VVallis,  and  the  expenses  attend- 
ing a  man  and  horse  from  Union  tn  Erie  and  back,  19 
days,  at  $2  50  per  day;  in  all  amounting  to  183  dollars 
and  87  cents,  from  which  he  has  deducted  a  credit  of 
54  dollars — probably  paid  him  by  the  United  States  go- 
vernment. 

It  is  certainly  placed  beyond  all  question,  that  cap- 
tain Jolin  McT<(-an  did  serve  the  United  States  govern- 
ment in  a  reg  ment  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  during  the 
late  war,  and  endured  some  hardship  and  sickness  while 
in  that  service;  but  wlu  therhe  has  a  claim  against  the 
-n?tate  of  Pennsylvania,  and  should  be  remunerated  by 
her  for  tlie  losses  lie  sustained,  is  another  matter.  The 
government  of  the  United  States  certainly  made  provis- 
ion for  the  supply  of  her  troops  with  hospital  stores, 
and  the  necessary  comforts  of  a  camp:  and  if  circum- 
stances in'ervened  to  interrupt  or  intercept  that  supply, 
and  the  officers  had  to  resort  to  their  private  funds  to 
furnish  those  necessaries,  either  for  themselves  or  tlieir 
men,  your  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
in  such  cases  a  just  account  could  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress: but  your  committee  cannot  venture  to  establish 
a.  precedent  in  this  case,  that  would  open  wide  the  door 
to  many  claims  upon  her  treasury,  which  they  deem 
should  be  liquidated  from  the  national  purse.  They 
therefore  offer  the  following  resolution- 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  j 

  J 

Reading,  Penn.  June  20. 

On  Wednesday  evening  last  a  severe  hurricane,  ac- 
companied by  rain,  vivid  flashes  of  lightning,  and  loud 
peals  of  thunder,  was  experienced  along  the  turnpike 
road,  between  llummelstovvn,  in  Dauphin  county,  and 
this  place.  Here  no  material  damage  was  done;  but  the 
accounts  from  up  the  road  are  such  as  to  convmce  us 
much  injuty  has  been  sustained  by  many.  At  Lebanon, 
we  understand,  the  Methodist  meeting  house  was  com- 
pletely razed,  the  gable  end  oF  a  substantial  dwelling 
blown  in,  several  houses  and  bams  unroofed,  and  long 
lines  of  fences  prostrated.  The  turnpike  company's 
bridge,  at  the  summit  level  of  the  Union  Canal,  which 
was  roofed  in,  was  demolished  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  large  trees  were  uprooted,  and  stretched  across 
the  road  so  as  to  render  it  impasssble  in  several  places. 
Near  Binkley's  tavern,  about  7  miles  from  this  place,  a 
large  barn  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  every  thing 
combustible  consumed.    Hay  wagons  were  upset  in 


every  direction,  on  the  road  and  in  the  fields,  and  the 
hay  scattered  amongst  the  winds,  to  the  no  small  detri- 
ment of  the  farmer.  The  wind  appeared  to  be  about 
west  north-west,  and  at  one  period  our  streets  were  so 
clouded  by  the  dust  that  objects  were  almost  undistin- 
guishable  from  one  pavement  to  its  opposite. 


Cahiisle,  (Penn.)  June  18. 
The  long  spells  of  dry  weather,  have  brought  forth 
the  caterpillars  in  such  numbers,  as  will  be  likelv  to  de- 
stroy the  beauty  of  our  trees  and  shrubbery,  unless  they 
can  be  exterminated.  What  is  practicable  when  taken  in 
time,  will  be  unavailing  if  neglected  for  a  few  da)s  lon- 
ger; if  the  trees  are  not  large,  a  sheet  might  be  thrown 
over  them,  and  sidphur  fumes  applied  underneath:  we 
are  told  this  succeeded  better  than  any  other  expedient 
last  year. 

Almost  all  the  morello  cherry  trees  in  this  neighbor- 
hood have  been  destroyed  by  some  insects  which  hatch 
their  eggs  in  the  body  of  the  branches  and  cause  a  large 
black  execrescence  which  at  length  becomes  so  numer- 
ous as  to  destroy  the  usefulness  and  value  of  the  tree;  if 
these  had  been  carefully  cutoff  and  burnt  when  they 
first  appeared,  the  spreading  of  the  insect  might  have 
been  prevented.  It  would  be  very  desirable  that  some 
of  our  scientific  men  who  have  leisure,  should  direct 
their  attention  to  these  subjects,  and  make  experiments, 
which  might  enable  the  Agriculturist  and  Farmer  to 
prevent  their  ravages. 


MaAetta,  Penn.  June  19. 
Fishing. — Mr.  B.  Brown,  of  this  borough,  caught 
some  fine  rock  fish,  last  week,  in  a  novel  manner.  The 
ark  wliich  he  was  running,  in  passing  through  a  since 
gained  so  much  headway  as  to  dip  water  on  coming  in- 
to an  eddy,  and  on  her  raising  from  the  shock  there 
were  found  on  and  in  the  ark,  eight  fine  rock-fish, 
weighing  from  one  to  four  pounds,  each.  Poor  things! 
Iiow  they  must  have  stared  at  finding  themselves  elevat- 
ed out  of  their  native  element,  by  such  a  new  fashioned 
dip  net  as  a  flour  and  whiskey  ark! 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

The  present  number  closes  the  third  volume  of  the 
Register,  and  the  period  has  retmned,  when  according 
to  the  terms  of  subscription,  payment  for  the  year  is 
due.  Subscribers  in  the  interior  will  oblige  us  by 
remitting  per  mail — our  city  friends  will  be  waited 
upon  by  our  agent. 

We  are  encouraged  by  the  patronage  received  du- 
ring the  progress  of  the  present  volume  to  proceed  in 
our  work,  but  we  need  still,  considerable  additions  to 
our  list  of  subscribers,  to  render  it  our  sole  dependence. 
We  have  I'eason  to  believe  our  next  volume  will  be  ren- 
dered more  interesting  than  the  past;  the  Amehicaw 
.PuiLOsoPHicAL  SociETT  having  at  their  last  meeting,with 
great  liberality,  resolved  to  permit  us  to  publish  many 
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